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Four species of Fuscidea new to China
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Abstract: Xie, C.-M., Ren, Zh.-J, Wang, Ch.-X. & Zhang, L.-L. 2020. Four species of Fuscidea new to China. – 
Herzogia 33: 447– 454.
Fuscidea asbolodes, F. elixii and F. scrupulosa are reported for the first time in Asia and F. recensa var. arcuatula 
is new to China. Detailed taxonomic descriptions with illustrations as well as a key to all known Chinese Fuscidea 
species are provided.

Zusammenfassung: Xie, C.-M., Ren, Zh.-J., Wang, Ch.-X. & Zhang, L.-L. 2020. Vier für China neue Fuscidea-
Arten. – Herzogia 33: 447– 454.
Fuscidea asbolodes, F. elixii und F. scrupulosa werden erstmal für Asien angegeben und F. recensa var. arcuatula ist 
neu für die China. Detaillierte taxonomische Beschreibungen mit Abbildungen sowie ein Schlüssel zu allen bekannten 
chinesischen Fuscidea-Arten werden mitgeliefert.
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Introduction
The genus Fuscidea was erected by Wirth & Vězda (1972) for what had previously been treat-
ed as the Lecidea rivulosa group by Magnusson (1925). It belongs to the family Fuscideaceae 
together with Maronea, Ropalospora, Hueidea and Orphniospora (Kantvilas 2004). It is char-
acterized by eight-spored asci (vs. numerous-spored asci in Maronea) and simple or 1-septate 
ascospores (vs. fusiform and multiseptate in Ropalospora and polarilocular in Hueidea) that are 
frequently bean-shaped or medianally constricted (Kantvilas 2004). Additional morphological 
and anatomical characters are the grey to brown thallus, the usually brown or sometimes black, 
distinct prothallus, the round or flexuous, brown to black-brown apothecia, the brown epihyme-
nium (vs. green in Orphniospora) and the Fuscidea-type asci (Fryday 2008, Kantvilas 2004). 
Soralia occur in some mainly sterile species. Fuscidea contains 51 corticolous and saxicolous 
species worldwide, occurring mainly in areas with a moist, cool climate (Brusse 1989, Egan 
1987, Fryday & Coppins 2012, Fryday 1996, 2008, Gilbert et al. 2009, Guzow-Krzemińska 
et al. 2019, Hafellner 2002, Hafellner & Türk 2001, Hertel 1974, 1984, Inoue 1981b, 
Kantvilas 2001, 2004, Kondratyuk et al. 2015, Oberhollenzer & Wirth 1984, Poelt & 
Vězda 1981, van Den Boom et al. 2014, Wirth & Vězda 1972).
Fuscidea has been widely studied in some regions of eastern Asia, including Japan, North 
Korea and South Korea, but less so in China (Aptroot & Moon 2014, Inoue 1981a, 1981b, 
Inoue & Moon 1998, Joshi et al. 2011). Hitherto, only three species, Fuscidea cyathoides 
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