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Seven Micarea (Pilocarpaceae) species new to Germany and 
notes on deficiently known species in the Bavarian Forest

Lilith Weber, Christian Printzen*, Claus Bässler & Annina Kantelinen*

Abstract: Weber, L., Printzen, Ch., Bässler, C. & Kantelinen, A. 2021. Seven Micarea (Pilocarpaceae) species 
new to Germany and notes on deficiently known species in the Bavarian Forest. – Herzogia 34: 5 –17.
We report new records of 19, predominantly rare, Micarea species, mostly from dead wood in mixed montane forests 
characterized mainly by Norway spruce, European beech and silver fir in the Bavarian Forest National Park on the 
German-Czech border. Their ecology and key morphological features are discussed. Micarea contexta, M. fallax, M. 
melanobola, M. pseudomicrococca, M. pusilla, M. soralifera and M. tomentosa are reported for the first time from 
Germany. Micarea anterior, M. byssacea, M. elachista, M. laeta, M. micrococca and M. nowakii, in addition to the 
aforementioned, are reported as new for the Bavarian Forest National Park.

Zusammenfassung: Weber, L., Printzen, Ch., Bässler, C. & Kantelinen, A. 2021. Sieben Micarea-Arten 
(Pilocarpaceae) neu für Deutschland und Bermerkungen über ungenügend bekannte Arten im Bayerischen Wald. – 
Herzogia 34: 5 –17.
Eine Reihe interessanter Funde von 19, überwiegend seltenen, Flechtenarten der Gattung Micarea aus Fichten-Tannen-
Buchen-Bergmischwäldern im Gebiet des Nationalparks Bayerischer Wald und seiner unmittelbaren Umgebung wer-
den mitgeteilt. Ökologie und taxonomische Anmerkungen zu einigen der Taxa werden dargestellt. Micarea contexta, 
M. fallax, M. melanobola, M. pseudomicrococca, M. pusilla, M. soralifera und M.  tomentosa werden als neu für 
Deutschland gemeldet, Micarea anterior, M. byssacea, M. elachista, M. laeta, M. micrococca und M. nowakii sind 
neu für den Nationalpark.
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Introduction
The genus Micarea Fr. comprises ca. 100 species and is considered to be paraphyletic, combin-
ing a large number of phenotypically variable species (Andersen & Ekman 2005, Sérusiaux 
et al. 2010). Their mostly simple thallus and apothecial anatomy in addition to small size 
makes identifying these taxa difficult. Even though the genus has been studied intensively in 
central Europe (e.g. Coppins 1983, Czarnota 2007) these challenges have led to an incom-
plete knowledge of the genus Micarea in Germany. Recent descriptions of many new species 
in the Micarea prasina group (i.e. Guzow-Krzemińska et al. 2016, 2019, van den Boom et 
al. 2017, Launis et al. 2019a, 2019b, Launis & Myllys 2019) became a motivation to revise 
numerous samples of Micarea that were collected during three thesis projects in the German 
national park “Bayerischer Wald” and its immediate surroundings in 2015, 2017 and 2019.
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