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Key Outcomes/Objectives

S/4 Group Reporting “Consolidation”

1. Overview

2. Core Capabilities & Scope

3. Adoption with S/4 Central Finance on Azure cloud



Agenda

• Finance Transformation

• S/4 Central Finance Foundation

• S/4 Group Reporting Consolidation POC

• Data Flow & Process Overview

• Lessons Learned EC-CS vs Group Reporting 



Re-design opportunities

FINANCE TRANSFORMATION



Finance Transformation Opportunity
Microsoft – Azure Finance Journey
• Large ECC Instance running on “classic GL” on Azure cloud
• Extensive ecosystem surrounding SAP to achieve business goals
• Best in class user experience & flexibility using Azure
• Complex mixed ETL, Data lake, BW environment
• Modern Finance Digital Transformation well underway leveraging Azure

Azure Cloud + S/4 HANA
• S/4 Central Finance POC complete (2018)
• S/4 Central Finance Implementation project in progress 
• S/4 Group Reporting – POC in progress 

Best in Class Microsoft Tools + Market Leading SAP ERP + Azure Cloud Services

Azure

SQL

ML

Bots

Excel

Power BI



CFIN Transaction base

S/4 CENTRAL FINANCE FOUNDATION



What is Central Finance (CFIN)?
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AIF - Interface

CFIN is an S/4 implementation approach – start with Finance modules only
• Multiple SAP systems replicate financial data real-time to a CFIN S/4 HANA system
• Non-disruptive side-car approach – runs in parallel to existing SAP systems

• SLT – System Landscape Replication Server – real time replication of documents
• MDG – Master Data Governance  + AIF for error monitoring & correction
• Business Mapping Rules – Transforming data when required to new S/4 Universal Journal

Same capability as any full S/4 HANA System

S/4 Central

Finance



Azure cloud - what's in it for Finance?
Scale

• 440GB  → 24TB RAM large instances

Cost

• Right-sizing lowers up-front system cost (OPEX vs CAPEX)

• Tight-sizing for close correlation of system sizes with service demands

• Ability to “snooze” systems during periods of non-use

Agility

• Enables quick creation of sand boxes 

& proof of concept systems

• Allows on-demand infrastructure

IaaS - Flexibility for 
Cloud Systems

“BYOL”
Bring your own SAP license



S/4 “CFIN Foundation” for Group Reporting

Universal 
Journal

ACDOC”A”

Group 
Reporting
ACDOC”U”Release

Task

SAP ECC 1

SAP ECC 2

S/4 HANA – Central Finance System

SLT 
Server

FI/CO
docs

Accounting Close Consolidation CloseFinancial operations
close

EC-CS
docs



Implementation of Group Reporting

S/4 GROUP REPORTING



Start with a Proof of Concept



New Configuration Node – 1809



Group Reporting Key Concepts
Cons 

Group

Cons 
Group
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Group

Cons Unit

Cons Unit

Cons Unit

Cons Unit

Cons Unit

Consolidation 
Chart of accounts
“FSitems”

Categorize transactions to 
drive consolidation activities



Define Consolidation Ledger

e.g. Group Currency = 30



Group Reporting Master Data



Step 1 – Import FSitems from Excel Template



Display FSitem + Breakdown Category



Step 2 – Map FSitems to G/L accounts



Validation Rules i.e. A = L+E
Define Validation Rules then assign to a Cons Unit 

Assign Validation Rule to a 
Validation Method



Consolidation Groups + Units Hierarchy
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Implementation of Group Reporting

DATA FLOW & PROCESS OVERVIEW

Cons Ledger 
Config

FSitem Master 
Data + rules

Cons Groups & 
Unit

Source data



High Level Consolidation Process
G/L Operational Close

ECC systems + S/4 CFIN 

Data Release + prep Consolidate Group Reports

“Cons Unit Tasks” “Cons Group Tasks”



Opening Balance Cutover Approach
Opening Balances (BCF)→ Release task from ACDOCA to ACDOCU

Consolidated Balances as of P12/2018*
Flexible Upload to S/4

2017 20192018 2020

ECC Consolidations – Legacy Solution

*Assuming period frequency is 12 months in each fiscal year

S/4 Group Reporting Bal Carry
Forward P1/2019

S/4 Periodic Release from Universal Journal 

2021



Data Monitor - “cons unit tasks” i.e. data release, cur trans.

Tasks
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Transaction code - CXCD



Release from Universal Journal Task

“Imports data” from 
ACDOCA to ACDOCU
– no ETL required



Reported Financial Data (release task ACDOCA→ACDOCU)



Currency Translation Task



Consolidation Monitor – “cons group tasks” e.g. I/C elimination

TasksOnly Cons 
Group

Transaction code – CX20



Interunit Eliminations Task

Trigger – Selection criteria
i.e. FSitems

= I/C Recon a/c’s

• Source – Where should the offset be posted
• Destination – Where does the entry/balance need to post to



Integrated Consolidation Group Task



Proof of Concept Status
Group 

Reporting



Reporting Overview

REPORTING



Reporting – Global Hierarchies



Consolidated Balance Sheet
• Reporting Hierarchy of FSitems drives structure



Consolidation Reporting – by Movements
• Subitems/Transaction Types classify “movements” – open, additions etc. 



Balance Sheet: Fiori + Excel share the same S/4 Odata service



Compare EC-CS vs Group Reporting

LESSONS LEARNED ON S/4
+ EC-CS VS GROUP REPORTING



Lessons Learned



Lessons Learned



RESOURCES
S/4 on Azure Cloud
https://www.sap.com/dmc/exp/2014-09-02-hana-hardware/enEN/iaas.html#categories=Microsoft%20Azure

Useful Transaction Codes
• CX8S4H – Consolidation System Status “Activation”
• CXE9N – Group Reporting IMG Node 
• CXGP – Set Global Parameters
• CXCD – Data Monitor
• CX20 – Consolidation Monitor
• Other Useful Transaction codes also start with FINCS*

• FINCS_SELECTION - Define selections 
• FINCS_ADDLFLD_SEL_A – Additional consolidation master data fields

Tables to Know
• FINCS* Tables drive group reporting

• FINCS_FSITEM – Financial statement item
• FINCS_FSIMAPITM – assignment of GL a/c to FSitem

https://www.sap.com/dmc/exp/2014-09-02-hana-hardware/enEN/iaas.html#categories=Microsoft%20Azure


Q&A
For questions after this session, contact us at 

rleathem@microsoft.com
ravipura@microsoft.com

mailto:rleathem@Microsoft.com
mailto:ravipura@microsoft.com


Take the Session Survey.

We want to hear from 
you! Be sure to complete 
the session evaluation on 
the SAPPHIRE NOW and 
ASUG Annual Conference 
mobile app.



Access the slides from 2019 ASUG Annual Conference here: 

http://info.asug.com/2019-ac-slides

Presentation Materials

http://info.asug.com/2019-ac-slides


Let’s Be Social.
Stay connected. Share your SAP experiences anytime, anywhere. 

Join the ASUG conversation on social media: @ASUG365 #ASUG


