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While there still have been no labora-
tory confi rmed cases of novel coronavi-
rus in Kanabec County, health offi cials 
are warning residents not to let it lull 
them into a false sense of security. 

Kanabec County Community Health 
Director Kathy Burski released this 
statement on April 20:  “It is very 
important for all of us to recognize that 
while we have no laboratory confi rmed 
cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in 
Kanabec County, there most likely are 
cases of the virus in our community 
– we just don’t have confi rmation yet 
because of limitations on who can be 
tested, per Minnesota Department of 
Health.” 

As of noon April 21, Kanabec County 
was one of only nine counties remain-

ing in the state that have not had a 
confi rmed case of COVID-19. 

“We have been fortunate in Kana-
bec County that, while we presume 
COVID-19 is among the residents of our 
county, we have not found it through 
clinical testing. This may be in part 

due to the strength and resilience of our 
residents, and their ability to care for 
themselves or family members at home 
while sick. It also speaks to the good 
job people have been doing with hand 
hygiene, limiting unnecessary outings, 
and physical distancing if it is neces-
sary to go out. These actions all work to 
prevent the spread,” said Burski. 

The Kanabec County Community 
Health Department advises residents 
that the virus is primarily spread when 
an infected person coughs or sneezes. 

Not everyone knows that they are 
infected. This is why the health experts 
are asking everyone to practice physi-
cal distancing from one another (stay at 
least 6 feet away). 

Do not get together with people 
outside of your household and do not 
let your children hang out with people 
outside of your household. 

Kanabec health offi  cials warn: Be wary

MN DEPT OF HEALTH 

As of noon April 21, Kanabec County 
remained one of only nine Minnesota 
counties without a confi rmed positive case 
of COVID-19. 

‘ ... there most likely are 

cases of the virus in our 

community – we just don’t 

have confi rmation yet 

because of limitations on 

who can be tested’

Kathy Burski
Director, Kanabec County Community Health

80-year-old Ogilvie woman uses 
lifelong skills to fi ght pandemic

BY LISA JOHNSON
NEWS@MORAMINN.COM

Viola Montezyokai’s 
mother taught her many 
life lessons. Two stand out 
that have put her in good 
stead for her lifetime. One, 
cooking, would become 
her career of 42 years. The 
other, sewing, would be-
come a valued hobby. Today 
that hobby has become her 
response to a nationwide 
call to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

EARLY CAREER
Her career as a chef would 

take her to Nevada where 
she worked in Reno for fi ve 
years as executive chef at 
the Silver Club, Caesar’s 
Palace and Harrah’s where 
she was chef to the stars 
for 15 years. At Harrah’s, 
new entertainers would 
come every two weeks, and 
Montezyokai would meet 
with them to learn their 
dietary needs and then cook 
for them as well as prepar-
ing large banquets for big 
entertainers and guests. 
Her favorite entertainer? 
Sammy Davis, Jr. “He was 
so forthright and honest,” 
said Montezyokai. She had 
great respect for him as a 
person and an entertainer.

Montezyokai retired in 
1991 after the death of her 
husband. After traveling 
around the country she 
retired in Auburndale, 
Florida, a place she and 
her husband had loved. 

Five years ago, her family 
convinced her to move back 
to Minnesota. She moved 
to Ogilvie, and she hasn’t 
regretted the decision.

SEWING SINCE AGE FIVE
When she was fi ve years 

old her mother began teach-
ing her to sew on a Singer 
treadle sewing machine. 

Her legs were too short to 
reach the treadle so her 
mother taped Montgomery 
Ward and Sears catalogs to 
it so she could work the ma-
chine. She learned to make 
and cut her own patterns as 
well. 

This led to a lifetime of 
sewing, making her own 
clothes, clothes for her chil-

dren, shirts for her husband 
and quilts. Now, at 80, sew-
ing fi lls much of her time. 
Kitchenware, such as bowl 
cozies and hotpads, all from 
her own designs, are what 
she currently works on.

A PRICE ON SOMEONE’S LIFE
Then came the worldwide 

coronavirus pandemic. 
When Montezyokai learned 
of the need for face masks 
she went into action. “I 
don’t get out. For an old 
lady, I can at least do this,” 
she said. She doesn’t have a 
computer or internet access 
so downloading a pattern 
wasn’t a possibility. She 
again relied on her own 
ingenuity and designed a 
pattern. Years of sewing 
provided all the fabric she 
needed to get started. 

Since beginning, she 
estimates that she has made 
80-85 masks. She sews the 
masks for anyone who 
needs them and is giving 
them away. All they have to 
do is contact her and come 
and pick them up. “I won’t 
put a price on them,” says 
Montezyokai. “You can’t put 
a price on someone’s life.”

The only thing slowing 
her down now is the need 
for elastic. She is down to a 
few pieces and would like to 
continue. Donations would 
be welcome so she could 
make more masks for those 
who need them. To contact 
her about obtaining masks 
or donating elastic call 863-
207-1181.

LISA JOHNSON | TIMES

Viola Montezyokai will keep sewing as long as she has supplies.

History 
center faces 
permanent 

closure
BY KIRSTEN FAURIE

NEWS@MORAMINN.COM

The Kanabec History Center is 
running out of money and in danger 
of closing permanently in 2021. It is 
asking voters to approve a property 
tax increase on Nov. 3 as a last-ditch 
effort to keep their doors open. 

A question on the Nov. 3, 2020 pres-
idential election ballot will include 
a question asking Kanabec County 
voters to approve or deny a special tax 
levy totaling $30,000. The local tax 
impact averages approximately $5 per 
property annually. 

BUDGET TROUBLE
The Kanabec History Center is a 

501(c)3 nonprofi t museum that re-
ceives no regular state or federal fund-
ing; nor is there mandatory fi nancial 
support from the city or county. The 
center relies heavily on memberships, 
donations and annual non-mandatory 
contributions from area cities, county 
and townships.

The center’s expenses have exceed-
ed revenue, resulting in net losses of 
approximately $20,000 annually. The 
history center’s entire annual revenue
is approximately $40,000, with about 
$60,000-$70,000 in expenses.

If this pace continues, the History 
Center projected it would be forced to 
close in 2021.

If the History Center closed, its arti-
facts would be stored by the Minneso-
ta Historical Society. Events, services, 
rental spaces and access to historic 

SEE HISTORY, PAGE  11

UNSTOPPED BY ARTHRITIS: Grasston woman discovers new passion after pottery. P9
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YOU ARE NOT ALONE 

Need help finding a  

confidential financial  

or legal advisor?

Feeling alone sad, or  

worried and need  

a listening ear?

The following charges were 
fi led in Kanabec County 
Court on April 14-15, 
2020. All individuals are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.

Cathy Lynn Scofi eld 
(01/18/1971) of Mora was 
charged April 14 with one 
felony count of threats of 
violence, one misdemeanor 
count  of assault in the fi fth 
degree fear of bodily harm 
or death, one misdemeanor 
count of assault in the fi fth 
degree infl ict or attempt 
to infl ict bodily harm and 
one misdemeanor count of 
theft.

Zachary Leroy Paciorek 
(07/30/1982) of Fridley was 
charged April 15 with one 
felony count of possession 
of a fi rearm, one felony 
count of possession of am-
munition, one felony count 
of controlled substance 

crime in the fi fth degree, 
one misdemeanor count 
of fail to stop for collision, 
one misdemeanor count of 
driving after revocation and 
one misdemeanor count of 
no proof of insurance.

Michael Joseph Skaggs 
(12/06/1973) of Ogilvie was 
charged April 15 with one 
felony count of criminal sex 
conduct in the third degree 
force or coercion, one felony 
count of criminal sex con-
duct in the fourth degree 
force or coercion and one 
gross misdemeanor count 
of criminal sex conduct in 
the fi fth degree non consen-
sual sex contact.

Andrew Cliff ord Ruse 
(07/03/1989) of Braham 
was charged April 15 with 
one felony count of theft of 
a motor vehicle.

Th f ll i g h g i i th fifth d

KANABEC COUNTY COURT REPORT 

 SUBMITTED

An EPS technician installs necessary equipment to broaden WiFi capabilities at 
Mora Elementary School.

Mora 
School Wifi  
expanded

BY TIM PETERSON
MORA SCHOOLS TECHNOLOGY

In an effort to provide internet 
access to all of our students, Mora 
Public Schools has worked with  
EPS and The Netguys to extend 
WiFi into the elementary parking 
lots. The eastern (main) parking 
lot and the southern (bus drop-off) 
parking lot are now covered by a 
broadband level WiFi signal. All a 
student needs to do is park in the 
lot and join MPS Public WiFi. The 
student will be prompted to agree 
to not misuse the internet before 
being connected.

Think twice about sharing 
your senior photo on 
Facebook

 It seems harmless and fun. A bunch 
of friends on Facebook or other social 
media are sharing their senior por-
traits, including the high school name 
and graduation year, to support the 
graduating class of 2020 (most of whom 
are at home because of the coronavirus 
pandemic). 

Watch out, scammers or hackers who 
surf through social media sites will see 
these #ClassOf2020 posts, and will now 
have the name of your high school and 
graduation year, which are common 
online security questions. All it takes 
is an internet search to reveal more 
information about you, such as family 
members, your real name, birth date or 
even where you live.

Better Business Bureau (BBB) cau-
tions everyone to be aware of what they 
are sharing. Even if you think it’s just 
going to your friends, it could also be 
going somewhere else.

Other recent viral personal list posts 
include all the cars you’ve owned (in-
cluding makes/model years), favorite 
athletes, and top 10 favorite television 
shows.

What most people forget is that 
some of these “favorite things” are 
commonly used passwords or security 
questions. If your social media priva-
cy settings aren’t high, you could be 
giving valuable information away for 
anyone to use.

BBB has the following tips to keep 
you safe on social media:

• Resist the temptation to play along. 
While it’s fun to see other’s posts, if you 
are uncomfortable participating, it is 

best to not do it.
• Review your security settings. 

Check your security settings on all 
social media platforms to see what you 
are sharing and with whom you are 
sharing.

• Change security questions/settings. 
If you are nervous about something 
you shared possibly opening you up to 
fraud, review and change your security 
settings for banking and other web-
sites. 

Minnesotans working 
on spring yard projects 
reminded to call 811 before 
digging

Planting a tree? Putting in a new 
mailbox? Building a deck? The Minne-
sota Offi ce of Pipeline Safety is remind-
ing Minnesotans to call 811 at least 
two business days before they dig. The 
Gopher State One-Call center is still 
operational as an essential business. 
Minnesotans can also submit a ticket 
online.  

State fi re marshal: Spring 
cleaning? Clean dryer vents

State Fire Marshal Jim Smith is 
reminding Minnesotans doing spring 
cleaning while staying at home to pay 
attention to their dryer vents and lint 
traps. Lint buildup could cause serious 
problems, including a house fi re. It’s 
important to go beyond cleaning the 
removable screen in the dryer. Lint 
can collect under the dryer and inside 
the exhaust tubing that travels from 

the dryer to the home’s exterior of your 
home.

Off -site alcohol sales 
approved by legislature

 Gov. Tim Walz signed a bill into law 
on Friday allowing establishments 
with liquor on-site sale licenses to sell 
beer and wine with takeout orders. 
Under the new law signed:

• Licensed restaurant establish-
ments can sell the equivalent of 
a six-pack of beer or a standard 
bottle of wine without acquiring 
an off-sale license.

• The alcohol must be sold with a 
to-go order.

• The alcohol must be in its origi-
nal, unopened container or bottle. 

• The person picking up the order 
must be age 21 or older.

• Food deliveries still can’t include 
alcohol.

• Communities can opt-out of al-
lowing beer or wine to-go orders. 

The law will expire when the exec-
utive order closing establishments 
expires. 

Golf course alcohol sale rules 
outlined

 A golf course is an outdoor extension 
of the clubhouse. Any course with an 
on-sale liquor license only will need to 
follow the law recently signed by Gov. 
Walz. It states that alcohol sales can 
only be accompanied with the sale of 
food for take-out orders only, and under 
the law, the customer needs to pick up 

the order at the restaurant. It can’t be 
delivered via golf cart, Uber or other 
delivery services. No more than a six-
pack of beer or a single bottle of wine 
could be sold. 

Inventors & Entrepreneurs 
Club to meet online

The Inventors & Entrepreneurs Club 
returns at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 
28, in an online/telephone format only.

 The focus of this month’s meeting 
will be on bring your invention to 
market. Inventors & Entrepreneur Don 
Olson will be presenting, along with I 
& E founder Terry Whipple, and Greg 
Bergman with the Small Business De-
velopment Center. The event is free to 
attend and open to the public. Partici-
pate in this meeting online at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82613218118

Or via phone at: (312) 626 6799 - Meet-
ing ID: 826-1321-8118

NEWS BRIEFS

Canceled Events
Snake River Canoe Race-May 2

26th Annual Kanabec County Clean Up & 
Hazardous Waste Collection-May 16-post-

poned until Oct. 10, 2020

Due to the Covid-19 the Trap, Skeet, 
Rifl e and Pistol shooting leagues will be 

postponed until Stay at Home Orders are 
lifted. Then it will start up the fi rst Tues-

day and Wednesday after that.

Braham Girl Scouts 6th Annual Color Run 
event May 16 is postponed until Oct. 3.
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DUST CONTROL
Liquid dust control will be available to residents living on 
county roads in Kanabec County. Residents MUST live on 

county roads. Township roads do not qualify. Treatment will be 
done in 400 feet increments for a fee. One time application will 

be performed in June 2020.

For further information, contact the Kanabec County 
Highway Department at 320-679-6300.

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS 

MAY 29, 2020

CORONAVIRUS Q&A

WELIA HEALTH
WELIAHEALTH.ORG

Most healthcare systems, in-
cluding Welia Health, plan for 
crisis management regularly, 
with development of theoreti-
cal plans and staff drills. How-
ever, the novel coronavirus 
has its own unique challenges. 
Staff at Welia have been work-
ing to prepare for the arrival of 
the novel coronavirus in local 
communities.  

These preparations include 
a broad range of topics, in-
cluding but not limited to 
collaboration with community 
organizations, patient educa-
tion, staff training, protocol 
revision and development, 
workfl ow and clinical space 
changes, equipment inventory 
and acquisition and new staff 
teams. 

Welia Health is also working 
with government agencies, 
like the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health, and regional 
organizations, such as other 
smaller community hospitals, 
to deliver the best possible care 
at this time. 

Dr. Niskanen, Welia’s chief 
medical offi cer, along with all 
his colleagues, including Dr. 
Jess Olen, believe common 
questions should be answered 
from a local provider’s point of 
view. 

Dr. Olen has been tasked to 
help answer these questions, 
specifi cally as the COVID-19 
pandemic relates to Welia 
Health, and how it may affect 
local people and their families. 
Staff at Welia Health hope 
answering some common ques-
tions can help decipher critical 
medical information and ease 
some of the fears associated 
with COVID—19.

What is the novel coronavirus?
There are many types of ex-

isting human coronaviruses, 
which typically cause mild re-
spiratory illnesses. The novel 
coronavirus, offi cially referred 
to as severe acute respirato-
ry syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2), is a new form of 
the coronavirus, which causes 
coronavirus disease 2019 or 
COVID-19. 

New human viruses develop 
through genetic changes in vi-
ruses and when viruses jump 
from animals to humans. The 
exact origin of the novel coro-
navirus is unclear, although 
fi rst cases seem to be linked to 
a live animal market. 

Since the novel coronavirus 
is new to the worldwide human 
population, we do not have 
immunity to the virus. 

How is the novel coronavirus 
spread? 

How the virus is spread is 
still being researched, it is 
generally felt that the novel 
coronavirus spreads from one 
person to the next through re-
spiratory droplets. Droplets are 
produced by talking, coughing, 
or sneezing, and can spread 
to hands, or land on surfaces 
and other people within close 
range. 

If I am exposed to coronavirus, will 
I feel sick right away? What is the 
incubation period for the novel 
coronavirus?

The incubation period for a 
virus is the time between expo-
sure to the virus and onset of 
symptoms. 

In the case of the novel coro-
navirus, its exact incubation 
period is not yet known, but is 
believed to be 2-14 days based 
on the incubation periods for 
other coronaviruses. 

This means that symptoms; 
like fever, cough and shortness 
of breath, often start 2-14 days 
after a person has been ex-
posed to the virus. 

However, it should also be 
noted that the novel corona-
virus can vary widely from 
one person to the next, and 
it is believed that some in-
fected people may not show 
any symptoms, referred to as 
asymptomatic. 

What are the symptoms of novel 
coronavirus infection?

The novel coronavirus has 
symptoms similar to other 
common respiratory viruses, 
which can make it hard to 
distinguish, especially in mild 
cases. 

The most prominent symp-
toms include fever, cough, 
shortness of breath.  Other 
reported symptoms have 
included fatigue, body aches, 
sore throat, headache, gastro-
intestinal symptoms, and loss 
of smell and taste.  

How long are you contagious once 
you have the novel coronavirus?

At this time, it is not known 
exactly how long a person can 
be contagious to others once 
infected with the novel corona-
virus. 

Welia Health providers are 
following guidelines from the 
CDC and MDH that a person 
with these symptoms should 
isolate themselves until they 
have been fever-free for 72 
hours, symptoms like cough 
and shortness of breath are 
improving, and it has been at 
least seven days since symp-
toms started. 

Are children at risk of becoming 
infected with novel coronavirus?

Early data suggests that chil-
dren may have milder symp-
toms, and in some cases, no 
symptoms, when infected with 
the novel coronavirus. Also, 
early data suggests that fewer 
children need hospitalization 
for COVID-19. 

Are pets at risk of becoming infect-
ed with novel coronavirus? 

Some viruses can pass 
between animals and humans, 
and because it is believed the 
fi rst cases of coronavirus were 
associated with a live animal 
market, this may be true. 

There have been a few 
reports of infected domestic 
cats and dogs around the globe, 
but none so far in the United 
States. There has also been no 
evidence of pets passing the 
novel coronavirus to people. 

Generally, it seems as though 
cats may be more susceptible 
than dogs to the novel coro-
navirus virus. A tiger at a 
New York City zoo recently 
tested positive for the novel 
coronavirus, however, tigers 
and domestic cats are different 
species and the same virus 
may affect them differently as 
a result. 

Ultimately, recommenda-
tions are that if you become in-
fected with the novel coronavi-
rus, you should isolate yourself 
from people and your pets.  

Can I get the novel coronavirus 
from food?

At this time, transmission 
patterns do not suggest that 
the novel coronavirus can be 
transmitted by eating food 
with the virus on it. 

Additionally, the novel coro-
navirus has poor survivability 
on food packaging, so the risk 

of getting the novel coronavi-
rus from takeout containers is 
felt to be low. 

Regardless, hand washing is 
recommended after handling 
takeout containers and before 
eating.  

Will the fl u shot protect me from 
coronavirus?

Getting an infl uenza vaccina-
tion will not protect you from 
the novel coronavirus. The in-
fl uenza vaccination helps your 
body recognize and fi ght off 
strains of infl uenza A and B, 
which cause what we typically 
think of as the seasonal fl u.  

Should I be tested for COVID-19? 
Does Welia have test kits for 
COVID-19?

Ideally yes, everyone should 
be tested, because this would 
provide information about 
spread of the virus and allow 
for better informed policy 
decisions. 

However, large scale testing 
is challenging because there 
are limited swabs and liquid 
to run the test. Who gets tested 
and test availability depends 
partly on where you live in 
the United States at this time. 
Currently, testing resources 
are being largely redirected to 
“hot spot” locations with high 
infection rates. Minnesota 
is restricting testing to only 
those with various medical 
risk factors, hospitalized pa-
tients, sick healthcare workers, 
and those living in congregate 
settings. 

It is likely that testing in 
the state of Minnesota could 
become broader as testing sup-
plies become more available. 
Also, a blood-based antibody 
test may become available in 
the future. This test would tell 
you if you had been infected 

with and cleared the novel 
coronavirus already, which 
may be especially useful for 
those who had mild to no 
symptoms. 

Why aren’t we seeing many novel 
coronavirus infections in east cen-
tral Minnesota yet?

The novel coronavirus virus 
has been slower to hit rural 
settings, like east central Min-
nesota, in particular, because 
social distancing is easier to 
accomplish than it is in large 
cities. As a result, peak novel 
coronavirus infection in east 
central Minnesota will likely 
lag weeks behind that of large 
urban areas, like New York 
City.  

Is there a treatment for COVID-19?
Like other viruses, the best 

treatments for COVID-19 are 
what medical providers often 
refer to as supportive mea-
sures, such as maintaining hy-
dration, pain and fever control,
rest and supplemental oxygen 
or breathing machine (ventila-
tor) support if needed. 

In mild cases of COVID-19, 
supportive measures can 
be carried out by patients at 
home. In moderate to severe 
cases of COVID-19, it is more 
likely that patients will need 
supportive measures and mon-
itoring in a hospital setting. 

Beyond these supportive 
measures, there are no well-re-
searched treatments for mild 
to moderate COVID-19. That 
being said, there is limited 
evidence from a small number 
of cases that some medica-
tions typically used for other 
diseases may be benefi cial 
when given in severe cases of 
COVID-19. 

These treatments have yet to 
be researched on a large scale. 
Because taking these medi-
cations have not been shown 
to prevent novel coronavirus 
infection, it is not recommend-
ed that they be taken prophy-
lactically. 

We should also remember 
these medications are needed 
by patients with other diseas-
es, so care needs to be taken 
to ensure that these patients 
continue to have access as well.

Information changes daily 
Please understand as we 

continue to learn new things 
about the novel coronavirus 
daily, sometimes hourly, it is 
possible that some information
above may be outdated by the 
time it is published.  Also, refer
to the CDC or the MDH for the 
most up to date information 
or call your county hotline for 
COVID-19 questions. 

Doctors answer most-asked questions about Covid-19

WELIA HEALTH

Dr. Brian Niskanen is a family 
medicine physician at Welia Health.  
He is Welia Health’s chief medical 
offi  cer and has been practicing 
since 2004. 

WELIA HEALTH

Dr. Jess Olen is an emergency medi-
cine physician at Welia Health.  She 
will be supporting public relations 
by information during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Spin along 
with the Earth
W

ith news about the novel coronavirus 
pandemic changing every minute and 
leaving many of us spinning, it’s been 
hard to give any attention to something 

that has always been spinning— Earth. 
April 22 is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. 

Most articles regarding Earth Day will give you 
some list of things you should 
do to help the Earth like plant-
ing something, recycling some-
thing or creating something. 

INSERT EYE ROLL
I hate being told to plant a 

tree. Yes, I love trees. That’s 
why I’m surrounded by them 
— but I have to mow down the 
encroaching saplings just to 
keep the forest from swallowing 
up my home. Planting yet anoth-

er tree on the property seems silly. 
Last week I read an article about how to save 

your kitchen scraps in the freezer until you 
could take them to a city composting facility. 

I just rolled my eyes. Composting is something 
I have an almost unhealthy infatuation with, but 
leave freezing to the urbanites. 

When I was young, my grandma often sent me 
to do the “composting.” At the time, she pur-
chased milk in half-gallon paper containers. She 
kept an empty one on the kitchen counter, and 
throughout her day would put egg shells, apple 
cores and coffee grounds in it. 

When it was full, my job was to walk it to the 
edge of the yard, and chuck it into the tall grass. 
It was a hands-off yet highly effective approach.

QUIT THE TO DO LIST
Celebrating Earth Day doesn’t have to be 

about taking on more and more tasks. 
The coronavirus pandemic has sent me 

through a wide range of feelings and reactions. 
Like many others, I’ve taken on a million tasks 
at home or work — spinning and grasping for 
some sense of control.

I have found some peace in learning to stop. 
Around the time the fi rst COVID-19 case was 

documented in Minnesota, I documented seeing 
the fi rst migrating sandhill cranes. 

A few nights ago I actually turned off the TV 
and instead watched the stars. It might seem 
cliché or like a scene from a movie but it was 
genuinely nice to be reminded that even though 
this feels chaotic, the earth is still spinning. 

The cranes aren’t social distancing. The stars 
still move across the sky in the same patterns 
they have for millions of years.

Instead of yet another task, just appreciate the 
Earth and each other.  The rest, like how to take 
care of it and others, will follow naturally. 

KIRSTEN FAURIE is the editor of the Kanabec County Times. She can be 
contacted at editor@moraminn.com or by calling 320-225-5128. 
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Editor

Kirsten Faurie

Thanks to care providers 
of seniors
To the editor, 

My grandfather has been a res-
ident at St Clare’s nursing home, 
and before that assisted living, for 
the past few years.  Being close to 
a loved one in senior care can be 
challenging in the best of times, 
but the last months have been par-
ticularly stressful as we face the 
challenges of COVID-19. 

 That is why I am so grateful for 
the caring staff at St. Clare’s. The 
staff have been wonderful and 
brave, doing all they can to make 
sure our seniors are protected 
during this dangerous time. 

 Grandpa just turned 97, and it 
was hard talking to him on the 
phone rather than in person. The 
St. Clare staff is so great. They 

even made sure he got his favorite, 
banana cream pie, on his birthday!

 They helped guide my family 
through the diffi cult, but neces-
sary, decision to suspend in-person 
visits. Even though we can’t visit 
Grandpa, the staff is working hard 
to make sure we remain connected 
via phone and virtually. Grandpa 
thought face time was a hoot but 
prefers the regular phone.  The 
staff work hard to raise the spirits 
of their residents!

 I want to publicly thank all 
of these dedicated people who 
provide care to seniors every day, 
no matter the risks. Their work 
means so much to me and my fam-
ily, and we are deeply grateful for 
all that they do.

Becci Steff en
Ogilvie

Did the governor follow 
the right model?
To the editor, 

As all of us react to our situation 
as we work through this pandem-
ic, we are impacted by our fears, 
sorrow, anxiety and have many 
questions.

I myself have had grave concern 
about how we and our country 
have reacted to this pandemic, 
even as I realize  how serious this 
pandemic is. The political divide 
in our country has become so 
evident and even though there has 
been some evidence of political 
differences being set aside for the 
greater good during this pandem-
ic, the rhetoric still shows the 
great division in our country.
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Last day for letters: 
The last day to submit letters to the 
editor related to the Mora Public 
School’s May 12 bond referendum is:
Monday, April 27 at 4 p.m.

SEE LETTERS, PAGE 5 

LETTER GUIDELINES

The Kanabec County Times encourag-
es readers to share their viewpoints of 
community issues by writing Letters to the 
Editor.  Publishing decisions are made on 
questions of free speech, good taste, public 
interest and public sensitivity.

The Times reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy, clarity, libel, and civility and 
reserves the right not to publish a letter. 
Personal complaints or attacks, plagiarized 
material, religious treatises or submissions 
from organized letter-writing campaigns 
will not be published. 

GUIDELINES FOR ALL SUBMISSIONS
• Letters must be submitted by 5 p.m. 

Mondays to editor@moraminn.com 
or via mail to 107 S Park St., Mora, MN 
55051

• Letters to the editor must be 400 words 
or less.

• Each letter writer may have one letter 
published every 30 days, or four print 
cycles (exceptions made for rebuttals). 

• Anonymous letters will not be published. 
Letter signatures must include the 
writer’s fi rst and last name, community 
of residence and phone number. Phone 
numbers will not be published.

• Only letters originating from writers who 
live, work or have some other relevance 
to the Times circulation area will be 
published. 

• An identifi cation line may be added to 
the writer’s letter identifying his or her 
occupation or title as it applies to the 
topic of the letter.

• Special rules apply during election 
season. 

PAID ENDORSEMENT POLICY
The Kanabec County Times accepts 

election letters endorsing or advocating for 
or against a ballot measure, party or candi-
date as paid advertising announcements. 
The fee is $25 for the fi rst 250 words, plus 
10 cents per additional word; no word limit.  
This policy is only in eff ect during election 
season (from the candidate fi ling date 
through election day.)

Like other letters to the editor, the 
writer’s name, address and phone number 
are required. Phone numbers are not 
published. The Kanabec County Times has 
the right to reject letters which don’t meet 
publishing standards and will determine if 
the letter qualifi es as a paid endorsement. 

Paid letters will be identifi ed with a 
label and may or may not appear on the 
opinion/letters page.

For questions about the Times’ policies 
on letters contact the editor at 320-225-
5128 or editor@moraminn.com.
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FROM PAGE 4

One of my greatest concerns is that 
it appears that many in our world have 
replaced their faith in Jesus Christ and 
God with models. I’ll give you an exam-
ple: The Green New Deal uses a model 
that predicts that planet earth has only 12 
years to sustain life unless we change the 
path we are on. Their plan would ban the 
burning of fossil fuels.

Our Minnesota governor picked a 
model out of several models and the one 
he picked predicts that COVID-19 will kill 
9,000-22,000 Minnesotans. As of April 20, 
134 Minnesota deaths have been attribut-
ed to COVID-19. Our hearts go out to fam-
ilies that have lost loved ones during this 
pandemic. If you dissect those numbers 
(134 deaths) you will discover that 70% of 
those deaths occurred in nursing homes 
or senior living. The average age was 
mid-80s and most had other health issues. 
Minnesota has about 112 deaths per day 
from various causes. That would mean 
that over the last 30 days we have had 
3,000 deaths from other causes than that 
of the COVID-19 virus.

I agree that the lockdown plan has 
helped keep the numbers low for our state 
(Kanabec County with still no cases as of 
April 20) but I wonder why our governor 
chose the model that would produce the 
greatest fear.

I believe that when this pandemic is 
over the data will show that the models 
were way off in their predictions. The 
lesson that hopefully will be learned is 
“Don’t put all your trust in models.”

My hope for our country is that we will 
go back to our country’s motto: “In God 
We Trust.”

Byron Lindaman
Ogilvie

PAID LETTER
Masks essential to protect 
each other
To the editor, 

I have two rants for this letter.
First, we all need to wear cloth masks 

when out in public. There is a YouTube 
video you should watch that explains 
why. The video is at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=HhNo_IOPOtU. Or go to 
YouTube and search for Masks4All and 
select the one that is titled: “How to Sig-
nifi cantly Slow Coronavirus?”

The CDC is recommending cloth masks 
whenever we are in public (please do 
not use surgical masks or N95 masks as 
we need them at the hospital to protect 
ourselves from getting COVID-19). The 
reason to wear cloth masks in public is to 
protect each other, not ourselves.

There is evidence that many people who 
have the coronavirus are without symp-
toms. A lot of us could be spreading it to 
others. If we wear masks, the droplets 
that come out of our mouths get caught in 
the mask preventing transmission. These 
cloth masks do not protect us from getting 
the virus as the virus is tiny and can get 
in through the cloth. I wear my mask to 
protect you, you wear yours to protect me. 

#Masks4All
My second rant is that I continue to be 

astonished by the inability of some people 
to see the faults in our president. He is 
a bully, a pathological liar and clearly 
narcissistic.

His biggest blunder yet is how he denied 
the coronavirus was going to be a big 
concern in the U.S. and did not act until 
it was too late. He is now suggesting we 
need to quickly end stay at home orders 
which indicates he is more concerned 
about making money than about lives 
lost.

He has already cost many U.S. lives due 
to his minimizing and bumbling during 
this pandemic.

Recently he has decided to stop funding 
to the World Health Organization. This 
organization is essential to the identi-
fi cation and management of diseases 
world-wide (including the U.S.A.). It is 
a classic pattern for him as he does not 
accept blame and then fi nds a scapegoat 
(often a blameless person or group) for his 
shortcomings.

How is it that he has any approval? It 

should be 0%, not 45%! What kind of mis-
take will it take to get people to realize 
that he does not have the characteristics 
of someone who should be president of 
anything?

Terry A. Johnson, MD
Mora

PAID LETTER
Give facts—not personal 
attacks
To the editor, 

As we approach the May referendum, 
I would like to remind everyone that we 
are making a community choice about a 
building and what should be done with 
it. This is not a time for personal attacks 
or questions of character. As we have 
all chosen to live in a community with a 
school district, we have the responsibility 
to participate in honest conversations 
about what to do about the high school 
building issues and not attack one an-
other. I am prefacing my letter this way 
because my intention is to answer Pat 
Cook’s letter from last week respectful-
ly. Only being in the community for 15 
years and serving on the school board for 
the last six years, I don’t have the same 
history or perspective as many of you do. 
However, I do have some information that 
I know to be factual.

1. Mora High School was in fact not, 
“re-modeled almost completely in recent 
years.” The last “remodel” of the high 
school was in fact an addition that was 
completed in 1989, 31 years ago.

2. School maintenance funding only 
increased to our current level in the last 
three years. Prior to that, the district had 
less than half of the current funding to 
care for schools.

3. ICS’s involvement with an investiga-
tion was that of supporting the investiga-
tion. ICS assisted the legal system to stop 
and punish one superintendent at one 
Minnesota school district.

4. Construction management fees to ICS 
will be less than 14% of the total cost (As 
published in the paper).

5. Schools and school boards do not 
supervise construction projects of this 
size. Hiring construction management 
ensures projects like this get done within 
budget and on time as we did with the 
Trailview Elementary project.

6. There is no evidence or research to 
back a claim that schools of the future 
will be “small.” New schools throughout 
the state are in fact offering larger and 
more fl exible learning spaces for students.

7. Only select members of the 2019 
school task force “determined” that the 
repair cost would be 8-10 million. That 
group splintered off from the task force 
and came up with those numbers by 
themselves.

Bob Woods
Mora

PAID LETTER
Response to Pat Cook
To the editor, 

As we approach the May 12 election, 
letters to the editor are increasing, as is 
the sensationalism that comes from many 
of them. Such is the case with the letter 
“The School Throw Away Plan.”

In the interest of truth and integrity, we 
wanted to set the record straight.

In the fi rst paragraph, Ms. Cook writes, 
“Our grandparents made the best of what 
they had…they did not have a lot of mon-
ey.” This is true, especially if referring to 
the generation of the Great Depression. 
However, in 1935, Mora residents voted for 
a new school building that would replace 
the previous one built in 1890. This means 
that during the height of the Great De-
pression, they voted to replace a 45-year-
old building because it was in poor 
condition and didn’t serve their needs 
anymore. In 2020, we have a building with 
its core built in 1935-36, and somehow an 
85-year-old building in poor condition is 
perfectly acceptable? Perhaps of all the 
qualities that the Greatest Generation 
possessed, common sense and a vision for 
future generations are two of the top ones.

Ms. Cook then attempts to explain why 

parts of the school do not need repairs, 
but admits that the administrative wing 
“does need new windows and doors.” And, 
perhaps, new pipes and insulation? She 
should come visit Mr. Schultz in the win-
ter when his toilet is unusable because it 
is frozen over.

Then there is the elusive statement, 
“Most student classrooms are located in 
the ‘76-’89 addition.”  There was an addi-
tion in 1975 and another in 1989, not 14 
years of work done.  It is true that many 
classrooms are located in these areas, 
but the rooms in the ’89 addition were 
constructed as elementary school class-
rooms, not senior high. Anyone who has 
had children knows there is a difference 
in the space required for each.

Later in that paragraph: “’76-’89 ad-
dition was designed for the community 
and the students. It’s bomb-proof and is 
probably the most well-built structure in 
Mora.” It is doubtful that those additions 
were created as bomb shelters. In 1976 
the New York Times observed, “the only 
reminders of fallout shelters [now] are 
the yellow-and-black signs placed out-
side buildings.” Perhaps she meant the 
additions in 1952, 1954, and 1958 since that 
is when fallout shelters were popular.  But 
is the fact that there is a lot of concrete in 
the building a suffi cient reason to keep 
it? After all, the heavy rains and fl oods a 
few years ago have shown that Mora High 
School’s “well-built structure” isn’t that 
solid. And the concrete encasing of old 
piping is part of the problem. 

Ms. Cook also states the school gets 
$500,000 a year from the state for regular 
maintenance and insinuates that the 
school does not spend it. Not only have 
they not always gotten that much, but 
that money is for the entire district.  This 
includes the elementary school, the aging 
high school and the bus garage. When 
you are dealing with that large amount of 
square footage, $500,000 doesn’t go very 
far.

Ms. Cook implies that a new building 
would create more bullying. In fact, 
according to safety experts, a new build-
ing design can actually decrease the 
amount of bullying, and there would be 
no co-mingling of elementary and high 
school students with the planned building 
separation via the Wellness Center.

She then attacks the consulting fi rms. 
When she states, “ICS was involved in an 
investigation by the FBI,” she is referring 
to the fact that they assisted the FBI in 
pursuit of a criminal. This also happened 
when ICS was under different ownership 
and management. If you were assisting 
the Sheriff’s Offi ce with something that 
you were the victim of, how you would 
feel about someone implying that you 
were the criminal?

Ms. Cook reports that ICS will take a 
24-26% cut of the total referendum, also 
false. Only a small percentage goes to 
administrative and project costs and that 
also includes permits and design fees. 
The school’s Review and Comment shows 
the cost breakdown.

In her fi nal comments, she writes, 
“School leaders have put the community 
through hell for the past eight years.” 
This would be what psychologists call, 
“projection,” taking something true of 
you and putting it on the other person.  
The VOTE NO side has, over the last eight 
years, put our community through hell by 
lying, misleading the public, and costing 
the community millions of dollars for de-
laying the inevitable: a new high school.

“Can we afford a brand new school? The 
answer is no.” The answer actually is: We 
can’t afford not to. The school task force 
actually determined the cost of repairs 
would be over $42 million, not $8-10 
million, and that is an old estimate that 
doesn’t fully address the school’s needs. 
We also wouldn’t get any state aid for re-
pairs. Between the two options (YES: new 
school or NO: begin costly repairs), the 
more affordable option is to build new.

Ms. Cook, we can disagree about which 
direction the district should go, but it 
is not OK to mislead the public. We can 
serve our community well by living in 
truth and integrity. 

Beth Denzine, Lindsey Kamps, Molly Mullin 
and Joy Whitbred

Mora

T
o members of the Mora 
Community:

I am Daniel Voce, and 
I am proud that I was 

chosen to serve as the next Su-
perintendent of Mora Public 
Schools. I have spent 29 years 

as a teach-
er, coach, 
principal and 
administrator
in East Cen-
tral Minneso-
ta, working in
the Rush City,
Pine City and 
Princeton 
school dis-
tricts.

This is a 
very unique 
time for our 

state and country. The coro-
navirus pandemic has created
quite a challenge for each 
of us. We will get through 
this together, and our future 
depends on preparing tomor-
row’s workers and leaders for 
the next set of challenges.

I know the school board has 
determined that there will 
be signifi cant investments 
to improve your high school 
facilities, either through the 
May referendum to build a 
new high school at the Trail-
view campus, or by repairing 
the current high school using 
board approved fi nancing. It 
is not my place to advise you 
which is the right decision. 
However, you should talk to 
your friends, neighbors and 
the school district’s staff to 
become informed about this 
important vote. I do encourage
you to vote.

Nothing is more important 
to me than protecting the 
health and safety of our stu-
dents and staff. In my experi-
ence, every school board and 
community in rural Minne-
sota is trying to be thoughtful 
about how to get the best value
from their investments in 
their school buildings. 

No school district can ignore
the reality that buildings 
eventually need repairs, 
remodeling, and sometimes 
even replacing.

Of course, what happens in 
the classroom is also critical, 
and it appears that Mora 
Public Schools has a unique-
ly talented staff of teachers, 
administrators and support 
staff. Whatever local voters 
decide, I will work closely with
the school board and adminis-
trators to move forward with 
the appropriate investments 
for our high school education 
and continue to meet a high 
standard for student learning.

I look forward to meeting 
as many community and 
school members and hearing 
your ideas on how to continue 
Mora’s excellence in educating
our students for the future.

DANIEL VOCE was hired as Mora Public 
Schools next superintendent starting June 
2020.

Mustang 

Messages

Daniel Voce

New supt. 
looking 
forward 

to serving 
Mora



BY CJ GUSTAFSON
NEWS@PINECITYMN.COM

When the arthritis in her 
hands began to interfere with 
her career as a potter, Barb 
Dryer initially did her best to 
ignore, or at least manage, the 
pain and keep working, but 
eventually she realized it was 
time to retire. So she fi nished 
customer orders, sold all but 
a select few of her remaining 
pottery pieces, then closed up 
her studio in Grasston and 
set about searching for other 
things in life that feed her 
love of nature and her need to 
be creative. It was this quest 
for creativity, and something 
called #The100DayProject, that 
led her to a trip of a lifetime in 
the subarctic climes of Chur-
chill, Manitoba.

As the name implies, #The-
100DayProject encourages 
people to work on something 
every day for 100 days. Now 
in its seventh year, the online 
community provides a forum 
for people from all walks of life 
to commit to an art project and 
share their progress. The orga-
nizers send out messages with 
encouragement, feedback and 
even jokes to help participants 
stay motivated.

This year when the event 
started in January, she already 
had her project planned.

In her search to fi nd a new 
creative outlet that wasn’t too 
taxing on her hands, Dryer 
chose photography, having 
been inspired by her friend 
Dee Kotaska and others who 
create art-quality images 
using their phones. “Also, as 
a potter, I’d always focused on 
three-dimensional work,” she 
explained. “I was interested in 
exploring something two-di-
mensional, the composition, 
balance, all of it. It’s a whole 
new area for me.”

 She decided to do a 100-day 
photography project with 
nature as her subject. “My 
work has always been na-
ture-based,” she said. “For me 
it’s as much about the connec-
tion to nature as it is about 
being creative. I fi nd that I 
become a whole human being 
when I get out in nature and 
get my fi x.”

Dryer had a particular 
interest in photographing the 
Northern Lights, and there are 
few places in the world better 
for that than Churchill. The 
small, remote Canadian town 
on the west shore of Hudson 
Bay is close enough to the 
Arctic to be situated directly 
beneath the Northern Hemi-
sphere’s auroral oval. Simply 
put, an auroral oval is the ring 
around the Earth’s geomag-
netic poles where the auroras 
are constantly occurring. In 
Churchill, they are visible an 
average of 300 days each year.

Churchill began calling to 
Dryer after her son, Daniel, 
was there several years ago 
with dog sled racer, Ryan 
Anderson. “My son told me I 

needed to go there, that I would 
love it, especially the Northern 
Lights,” Dryer recalled. “Ever 
since he said that, it had been 
in the back of my mind, and 
this past year I started looking 
into it seriously.”

Her research brought her to 
an organization called Chur-
chill Northern Studies Centre, 
located on the site of a former 
atmospheric rocket facility 
14 miles outside of Churchill. 
Focusing on the area’s con-
vergence of three different 
ecological biomes - marine, 
northern boreal forest and 
tundra- CNSC offers a vari-
ety of subarctic research and 
educational opportunities. It 
is a Mecca for scientists but 
there also are opportunities for 
lay-people to experience all of 
these subjects through a series 
of “learning vacations.” What 
spoke to Dryer was a fi ve-day 
session on auroras and astron-
omy, held in March.

Most people would not con-
sider a week in the Subarctic to 
be a bucket-list trip, especially 
in March, but Dryer said she’s 
always been drawn to the raw 
beauty of extreme winter envi-
ronments. “There’s something 
about the pureness, the dichot-
omy between the beauty and 
the ruggedness. I knew that if 
I got to the end of my life and I 
hadn’t done this, I would feel I 
had fallen short.”

Getting to Churchill is 
defi nitely an adventure, con-
sidering it’s roughly 600 miles 
north of Winnipeg. There 
are no roads into the town so 
other than snowmobiles and 
dog teams, travelers have two 
main options for reaching 
Churchill. They can fl y in on a 
small plane, or they can go by 
train. The latter option takes 
a minimum of 40 hours, but 
often longer because passenger 
trains have to stop and give 
right-of-way to freight trains in 
that part of Canada. 

Frugal by nature, Dryer 
chose the train since it was 
half the cost. Because she loves 
a good road trip, she drove her 
van the 400 miles to Winnipeg 
instead of fl ying in to catch the 
train.

Dryer said she enjoyed the 
train trip and getting to know 
others on the train who were 
traveling to the Centre as 
well. When they arrived, they 
were given an orientation that 
included some unusual safety 
rules.

Churchill is known as the 
beluga capital of the world 
because after wintering in 
the high Arctic, more than 
3,000 belugas swim into the 
Churchill River estuary to 
give birth to their young and 
feed on the abundance of fi sh. 
The town also is known as the 
polar bear capital of the world. 
From July to November, about 
1,000 of the furry behemoths 
migrate to Churchill to wait 
for the bay to freeze so they can 
head out on the ice and hunt 
for seals. When the ice begins 

breaking up, they return to 
land, typically streaming right 
through Churchill and the 
surrounding area.

Dryer didn’t see bears or 
whales while she was there. 
“Apparently it wasn’t the right 
time of year,” she explained 
with a chuckle. But when you 
live in a place where polar 
bears outnumber people, there 
are certain precautions you 
take no matter what season it 
is.

“There were three rules for 
going outside at the Centre,” 
she shared. “Number one, you 
don’t go out alone. You have 
to take a buddy. Number two, 
when you go out, you sign out 
on a board so people know 
you’re outside, and then you 
sign back in. Number three, 
even with a buddy, you can’t 
wander. You have to stay by 
the building.” Despite a lack 
of polar bears during her stay, 
there were still no exceptions 
to these rules, which brought 
home for her just how real 
the possibility of a polar bear 
attack is in that part of the 
world. In fact, it is customary 
for residents of Churchill to 
leave car doors unlocked in 
case someone needs a quick 
refuge.

The Centre prepares visitors 
for this and other consid-

erations prior to arrival by 
sending out detailed infor-
mation about what clothing 
and comfort/safety items to 
bring as well as suggestions for 
phone apps for photographing 
the Aurora Borealis. “They 
really did a fantastic job of 
thinking of everything and 
making sure you knew what 
to expect,” Dryer stated. This 
included a session the fi rst 
night on how to photograph 
the Northern Lights, given 
by their Skywatch instructor, 
Alen Dyer, whose website 
contains numerous stunning 
Aurora Borealis images.

“It was Alen’s job to come 
around and wake us up each 
night when the auroras start-
ed,” Dryer recalled. Under red 
lights, so as not to ruin their 
night vision, they donned the 
arctic clothing laid out be-
fore bed and made their way 
outside or to indoor viewing 
areas to feast on the light show, 
which on more than one occa-
sion lasted for hours. “I really 
can’t describe it properly,” Dry-
er said. “How big and bright 
they were and how they just 
went on and on. There were 
several times where we were 
so fi lled up that we just left 
them and went back to sleep,” 
she happily recalled.

During the daytime hours, 

the Centre staff and interns 
treated her group to a variety 
of activities, all with a focus on 
learning. One day they went 
to the boreal forest and built a 
quinzee, or snow house. They 
also took a trip to town, toured 
the remains of the rocket 
facility and learned about the 
special features of the Centre, 
including the hydroponic gar-
den which provides fresh pro-
duce even in 25 below weather, 
which was the average tem-
perature during Dryer’s stay.

The retired potter, turned 
photographer enjoyed every 
minute of it. “The entire trip 
was much more than I dreamt 
it would be. I came away with 
a deep connection to the area, 
and I’m looking at things with 
new eyes. I have a deep curiosi-
ty about the world around me,” 
she said, “and this trip spoke 
to that. The rest of the people 
there were like-minded, so it 
was a lot of fun, and we clicked 
together even though we were 
from different areas and back-
grounds.” 

Upon arriving home, Dryer 
began a 14 day quarantine 
required for those returning 
from outside the country be-
cause of the coronavirus. This 
gave her time to refl ect, not 
just on her adventure but on 
her overall place in life. While 
she sat inside and talked on the
phone about her Churchill trip,
her friend, Marie, was under-
taking her fi rst solo pottery 
fi ring in the kiln Dryer herself 
had hand-built and utilized to 
do some of the most beautiful 
and innovative work in her 
fi eld. She admitted it was a 
bittersweet moment, not being 
out there, a sort of passing of 
the torch.

“It was hard to let go of, es-
pecially at fi rst,” she acknowl-
edged. “I missed the hands-on, 
the tactile feeling of clay.” She 
paused a moment, refl ecting, 
then continued, her words 
fi lled with emotion as well as 
acceptance and closure. “But I 
had such a great 20-year run, 
I did, and now it feels more 
like evolving instead of losing 
something.” Another pause. “It
took some time to realize that, 
but looking back now, I can see 
how all the pieces came togeth-
er the way they were supposed 
to.”

Leading up to her trip, as 
well as during her time in 
Churchill, Dryer continued to 
work on her 100 Day project. 
As the end of it draws near, 
she’s pleased she’ll complete it 
for the fi rst time. She credited 
the project, and especially her 
time under the mysterious and 
thought-provoking Northern 
Lights, with helping her see 
that there defi nitely is life after
pottery. “You think about how 
many centuries people have 
been looking up at the lights 
and how they’ve impacted man
throughout history, how con-
stant the auroras have been. It 
truly does help put things in 
perspective.”
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320-384-0169 • 763-439-4610
MN LIC. #BC679197 Fully Insured

In Business Since 2005

• SHINGLES, FLAT & METAL ROOFS
• LIFETIME VINYL & STEEL SIDING

Free Estimates 
Call Randy

 SUBMITTED

Dryer shows off  the quinzee, or snow house, she helped build while in 
Churchill.

Grasston woman explores life after pottery

K A N A B EC  CO U N T Y

Treat yourself to a 
Times subscription 
and stay informed 
of all the local 
happenings.

107 Park St. S., Mora
320-679-2661

Most major credit cards accepted

107 P k St S M



APRIL 23, 2020  KANABEC COUNTY TIMES   7

Description of Proposed 
School Construction Project

Mora Public School District, lSD #0332-01, is proposing a single-question referendum on May 12, 2020, that would 
authorize $61.9 million in bonding authority to fi nance a building addition to the existing Trailview School to 
house student grades 7-12 and demolish the existing grades 7-12 School.

Proposed projects would be scheduled for completion in the 2021-23 calendar years. Cost estimates by project 
component are as follows:

Construction  $42,159,089
Demolition  $1,250,000
Site Improvements  $3,950,000
Technology / FF&E  $2,319,250
Fees, Permits & Testing  $8,771,214
Contingency $2,319,250
Capitalized Interest  $1,052,300
Bond Issuance  $531,269
 62,352,372

The existing grades 7-12 facility was originally constructed in 1935 with multiple building additions in the 1950s 
and the 1970s. The site size of the existing facility is well below Minnesota Department of Education (MOE) 
Guidelines and multiple facility assessments over the last several years have identifi ed numerous defi ciencies 
with the existing facility. The district has also supplied cost estimates to operate and staff  the proposed, grades 
7-12 replacement facility and projects a net operating cost decrease of $120,000 annually. Based upon the 
limitations of the existing site and myriad defi ciencies with the existing grades 7-12 facility, the proposed project 
appears to be in the best long-term interest of the district.

If the bond referendum is successful and bonds are sold, the debt service on the bonds will be eligible for debt 
service equalization under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.53, subdivision 3, if the bond schedule is approved. 
The amount of debt service equalization aid, if any, the district receives is determined annually and is dependent 
upon property wealth, student population, and other statutory requirements.

Review and Comment Statement

Based on the department’s analysis of the school district’s required documentation and other pertinent 
information from sources of the Minnesota Department of Education, the Commissioner of Education provides a 
positive review and comment. 

Additional Information is Available

Persons desiring additional information regarding this proposal should contact the school district 
superintendent’s offi  ce.

Mary Cathryn Ricker, NBCT
Commissioner

April 14, 2020

Mary CCCCCCCathryn Ricker NBCT
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SaluteSalute
TO VETERANSTO VETERANS
 Past & Present Past & Present

SHOW YOUR PRIDE
Send the ADVERTISER a photo 

of your veteran, past or 

present along with $4 by 

May 4. Photos will be 

published in a full color 

special section May 17.

Honoring Our Heros Honoring Our Heros 
in Uniformin Uniform

Please Include:

Veteran’s Name (please print)

Rank (please print)

Branch of Military (please print)

WWI

WWII

KOREAN

VIETNAM

GULF WAR

IRAQI FREEDOM

Other_______

CHECK ONE

Mail or Drop off form, photo and $4 by MAY 4, 2020 
to the Mora or Pine City office.

107 Park St. S., 

Mora, MN 55051

320-679-2661
frontdesk@moraminn.com

405 2nd Ave. E., 

Pine City, MN 55063

320-629-6771
ads@pinecitymn.com

SSS

Please I

Barnick
Agency, LLC

102 Railroad Ave. N.E.
Mora, MN 55051-1321

Offering insurance coverage for your:
Home • Auto • Farm • Crops • Business

Recreational Vehicles • Life • Health
Disability and Long-Term Care

320-679-0455
888-469-3577

 Aaron Barnick Judy Barnick
Chad Barnick

www.barnickagency.com

MORA  45 North Union 
& Coborns   

320-679-3100  
neighborhood.bank  

Member FDIC
NMLS 677339

The Bank That Feels Like Home

WE’RE 
HERE FOR 
YOU!
Going through tough 
business times? 
We bring more 
flexibility to help you!
Call us for experienced 
business advice.

Recovering Hope Provides
Outpatient Resources for:

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 844.314.HOPE (4673)

Outpatient Services

807 North Main Street
Cambridge, MN 55008

(763) 689-4604

2004 Mahogany Street
Mora, MN 55051
(320) 679-4197

Place an ad today!
Call 320-679-2661 or go to 
www.moraminn.com - click 
on Classifi eds, place an ad!

Progressive Living 
Solutions 

is a local North Branch 
residential adult foster 

care provider supporting 
high functioning adults 

with mental illness and other disabilities.
Looking for kind and caring staff  to assist us in our fun and laid-back social 

environment. No physical cares or restraining actions required.  Off ering a 

competitive hourly wage, paid training, annual bonus, and a $500.00 new 

hire bonus.  Now hiring for Awake Overnight Staff  10:00pm – 7:30am and 

Direct Care Staff  3:00pm – 10:15pm with rotating weekends.

Please call to discuss these opportunities! 
(651) 277 – 7777 or apply online at www.PLSMN.net

A quick way to prepare tasty tomatoes
Tomatoes are a versatile ingre-

dient in many meals that are just 
as delicious in a garden salad as 
they are stewed and simmered in 
a favorite sauce. Tomatoes are a 
major source of the antioxidant 
lycopene, which can reduce one’s 

risk of heart disease and cancer. 
Tomatoes also are a great source 
of vitamin C, potassium, folate, 
and vitamin K.

It’s easy to include more toma-
toes into one’s diet with tasty 
fi xings like this light and versa-

tile recipe for “Bruschetta” from 
“Vegan Cooking for Beginners” 
(Publications International, Ltd.) 
by the PIL editors. Use it when 
serving cocktails and snacks, or as 
the prelude to a larger meal.

BRUSCHETTA
Makes 8 servings

Ingredients:
4 plum tomatoes, seeded and diced
1⁄2 cup packed fresh basil leaves, fi nely chopped
5 tablespoons olive oil, divided
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons fi nely chopped oil-packed sundried tomatoes
1⁄4  teaspoon salt
1⁄8  teaspoon black pepper
16  slices Italian bread

Directions
1. Combine fresh tomatoes, basil, 3 tablespoons oil, garlic, 

sundried tomatoes, salt, and pepper in a large bowl; mix 
well. Let stand at room temperature 1 hour to blend fl avors.

2. Preheat oven to 375 F. Place bread on baking sheet. Brush 
remaining 2 tablespoons oil over one side of each bread 
slice. Bake 6 to 8 minutes, or until toasted.

3. Top each bread slice with 1 tablespoon tomato mixture.

MN DOT

Motorists who travel Highway 47 from Isle to 
Ogilvie will encounter delays beginning Monday, 
April 27 when the highway closes for six months 
for a reconstruction project.

Highway 47 will close to through traffi c between 
Highway 27 in Woodland and Highway 23 in Ogil-
vie on Monday, April 27 through mid-October. The 
detour uses Highway 23 in Ogilvie, Highway 65 in 
Mora and Highway 27 to Woodland.

Highway 47 will remain open to those who live, 
work or visit a resident or business along the 
closed road. However, some work will require tem-
porary hard closures to replace underground pipes
and two bridges. Expect changes, gravel surfaces, 
reduced speed, fl aggers and a pilot car.

For updated road condition information, call 511 
or visit www.511mn.org.

Hwy 47 work begins
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Same price.

Mora School Referendum
JUST THE FACTS

VOTE: MAY 12

NEW
HIGH

SCHOOL

PARTIAL
REPAIRS

BEGIN

Find out how at: www.VoteYes332.com

YES NO

Prepared and paid for by the Vote Yes 332 Committee | Mora, MN
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Proud to sponsor and salute our local churches 

To be included in the Worship Guide or to make changes to your listing, please contact Jennifer at (763) 689-1181, ext. 142 
or email starclass@countystar.com

Braham Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (ELCA)
320-396-2755. West Central Drive 
& County Road 4 in northwest 
Braham. 
Pastor Julie Beck
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship Service; 10 
a.m. Little Lambs (for children 
under 5).
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Youth Night for 
ages 3 years old thru 6th grade, 
Confirmation and Senior High 
Youth. 
Office hours - Tues. - Fri. 9:00 a.m. 
to Noon. Radio service Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. (KBEK 95.5FM) 

Calvary Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
414 S. Wood St., Mora
320-679-1706
www.calvarymora.org
Pastor Dean Oelfke; Associate in 
Ministry, 
Susan Williams
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship; 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School and Fellowship; 
Holy Communion celebrated on 
first and third Sundays of each 
month; 6:30 p.m. Calvary Bell 
Choir, grade 7 to adult.
Wednesday: 3 p.m. KOK Choir, 
grades K-6; Chimes following KOK 
Choir; 6:30 p.m. Confirmation; 6:30 
p.m. Sr. Choir, Sr. high school to 
adult.

Emmanuel Baptist Church
536 Union St. S., Mora
320-679-2530
Mike Rue, Senior Pastor
David Everson, Associate Pastor
Jeanine Kitterman, Children’s 
Director 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School (all 
ages); 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service.
Wednesday: 6-7:30 p.m.: AWANA 
Pre K-6th grade and Youth Group 
7th-12 grade.

First Presbyterian Church (EPC)
551 S. Wood St, Mora
320-679-1969
www.moraepc.org
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service, 
10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship, 11 
a.m. Sunday School. Communion 
first Sunday of the month.

Fish Lake Chapel
Non-denominational
1602 Jade St., Ogilvie
Just off Fish Lake Road
Pastor Dale Clifton
320-982-1017
Services posted on: https://www.
facebook.com/fishlakechapel/ 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
10 a.m. Morning Worship Service. 

Friendship Church of the 
Nazarene
525 2nd St., Mora
Interim Pastor
Church: 320-679-1125
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service.

Generation Church
300 E. Forest Ave., Mora
Lead Pastor Randy Mitchell
Associate Pastor Bob Herder
Church: 320-679-1708
www.generationchurchmora.com
Wednesday: 7 p.m. Bible Study.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Worship 
Service. Children’s Church and 
Nursery provided.

Grace Lutheran Church (ELCA)
301 E. Forest Ave., Mora
Church Office: 320-679-1062
Pastor Paul Lutter
Sunday: 8 a.m. Sanctuary Worship; 
9:30 a.m. FLC Worship; 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School.
Sunday Morning Radio Broadcast 
10 a.m. on 95.5 FM KBEK.
Website: www.gracechurchmora.
com

Grasston Baptist Church
402 N. Oak St., Grasston
www.grasstonbaptist.org
info@grasstonbaptist.org
320-396-2645
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service; 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School.

Henriette Community Church 
(Free Methodist)
One mile North of Henriette on 
HWY 107.
320-679-4875
Pastor Marvin Miller
Sunday School, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
morning worship, 10:15 a.m. 

Hillman Baptist Church
2748 Jade Street, Mora 
320-679-1756
Randy Strom, Pastor
www.hillmanbaptist.org
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service.
Piecemakers - 1st & 3rd Monday of 
each month, 1 p.m.

Hope Lutheran Church
Grasston, 320-396-3925
Dean Oelfke, Pastor
hopelutherangrasston.org
11 a.m. Sunday Worship Service; 
Holy Communion first and third 
Sundays and festival days

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(ELCA)
Brunswick, 320-679-2015
Pastor Sierra Westerman
2088 Highway 70, Mora
9:00 a.m. Worship; 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School. Communion held 
every week.

Lewis Lake Covenant Church
1030 Grand St., Ogilvie 
320-396-3293
www.lewislake.org
Sunday: 8 a.m. Social Hour/Coffee, 
9 a.m. Worship Service, 10 a.m. 
Fellowship and Refreshments, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School and 
Confirmation for ages 4-adult. 
Nursery for ages birth-2 years pro-
vided during Worship and Sunday 
School. 

Living Hope Church
East Hwy. 23 and N. County Rd. 11, 
Mora
320-679-2586
Steve Ekholm, Pastor
Sunday: 9 a.m. Adult Class; 10:15 
a.m. Worship Service; 7 p.m. Youth 
Service.

Maple Ridge Free Church
801 401st Ave. NW, Stanchfield
320-396-2246 or Rick Eichholz - 
763-412-9397
Wednesday: 7 p.m. Prayer Meeting.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 
10:45 a.m. Worship.

Mora United Methodist Church
Parish Office: 500 Clark St., Mora 
320-679-2713 
Pastor Debra Schaffran
debraschaffran@gmail.com
Cell: 952-240-3836
Ben Ziegler, Child and Youth 
Director
ben.moraumc@gmail.com
Sunday: 10:30 a.m. Mora Worship.
Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Youth 
Group.
First and third Saturdays Kids 
K-6th grades group, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Website: moraumc.org

Ogilvie United Methodist 
Church
201 W. Bragg St., Box 267,  Ogilvie
320-272-4255  
320-679-2713, Parish Office
Pastor Debra Schaffran
debraschaffran@gmail.com
Cell: 320-515-2054
9 a.m. Worship,
10 a.m. Children’s Sunday Library.

Open Arms Church of God
406 Pine St., Grasston
320-396-3373
www.openarmscog.org
Pastor Gene Sherrod
Spirit Filled Worship
Sunday Worship 10 a.m.
Children’s ministry.

Pomroy Chapel
2700 320th Ave., Brook Park 
320-679-3925
A Non-denominational, Christian 
Fellowship
Sunday Services: 9:30 a.m. Prayer, 
10 a.m. Sunday School, 
11 a.m. Fellowship following 
Worship.

Quamba Baptist Church
26340 Whited Ave., Quamba
320-679-5365
Ivan Fiske, Senior Pastor
Joel Ostrom, Associate Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service; 
11:15 a.m. Christian Education.
Wednesday at QBC: 
6:30 p.m. AWANA and Prayer & 
Study.

Riverside Fellowship And 
Mission Center
A spirit-filled Church Service at the 
True Vine Lutheran Church
130 S. Park St., Mora
320-679-4076
Sunday: 5 p.m. Worship Service.

St. Kathryn’s Area Catholic 
Community
318 S. Hill Ave., Ogilvie, 
320-679-1593
Father Derek Wiechmann
Tuesday: 7 a.m. Mass.
Saturday: 6 p.m. Mass.

St. Mary’s Area Catholic 
Community
201 East Forest, Mora , 
320-679-1593
Father Derek Wiechmann
Friday: 7 a.m. Mass.
Sunday: 10 a.m. Mass.

St. Paul Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)
301 Church Ave., Ogilvie
320-272-4352
Vacancy Pastor Vernon Dorn
Sunday: Confirmation classes for 
grades 5-8 at 8:45 a.m., Divine 
Service at 10 a.m., 
Bible Study at 11:15 a.m.
Second and fourth Wednesday: 
6 p.m. Divine Service.

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod)
400 SE 8th Street, Braham, 
320-396-3103
Pastor Tim Renstrom
www.ststephensbraham.org
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Study; 10:15 a.m. 
Worship.

Trio Community Church
Mora Elementary School
200 N. 9th St., Mora
www.triochurch.com
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Youth 
Ministry.
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship Service; 
nursery and children’s ministry 
available.

True Vine Lutheran Church 
(AFLC)
130 Park St. S., Mora, 612-559-2886
Pastor Marlin Harris
www.truevinelutheran.org
9 a.m. Sunday School and Adult 
Bible Study; 10 a.m. Worship with 
Communion.

Zion Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) and Preschool
401 S. Hwy 65, Mora
320-679-1094
Rev. Anthony Cloose
Susan ScheerDhein, Preschool 
Teacher/Director
Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service; 
10:45 a.m. Christian Education 
Hour.

guideguide

Oslin
Lumber Company

“Everything in Building Materials”
907 E. Forest Ave, Mora, MN 55051   (320) 679-1181

Providing personalized paint, fl ooring 
& decorating for your home.

Z I M M E R M A N N ’ S 
For Your

home

48 Union Street North,
Mora, MN 55051 320-679-4870

Member FDICwww.neighborhood.bank

45 N. Union • (320) 679-3100
706 Frankie Ln. (in Coborn’s) • (320) 679-4500

East Central 
Livestock 

Auction, Inc.
679-4333

1 mile east of Mora, MN 
on Hwy. 23

320-679-5616 • 1-800-569-8118 
115 South Union, Mora, MN 55051

763-689-6889
112 Main St., Cambridge, MN 55008

OAK GALLERY
&  Frame Shop&  Frame Shop

320-272-4692 • qualitydisp@yahoo.com
qualitydisposalsystems.com

225 E. George Street, Ogilvie, MN

open Mon-Fri 8 am-4 pm
Sat 9 am-3 pm

225 E. George Street • Ogilvie, MN

QUALITY DISPOSAL
RECYCLING CENTER

BARNICK AGENCY, LLC
102 Railroad Ave. NE, Mora, MN 55051-1321

320-679-0455 or 888-469-3577
www.barnickagency.com

Offering insurance coverage for your:
Home, Auto, Farm, Crops, Business

Recreational Vehicles, Life and Health

Aaron Barnick      Judy Barnick      Chad Barnick

Progressive Tool and Engineering under new ownership
BY KIRSTEN FAURIE

EDITOR@MORAMINN.COM

Progressive Tool and Engi-
neering, a 12-employee manu-
facturing business located in 
the Mora Industrial Park was 
recently sold. 

PTE was founded by Neil 
and Lorraine Pierson in 1964, 
and passed on to their sons 
Bob, Keith, Richard and Mike 
Pierson.  In December, 2019, the 
company was purchased by Wes 
Johnson of Coon Rapids. 

Johnson has a background 
in mechanical engineering, 
particularly in medical devices, 
but was interested in expanding 
into other product markets and 
opportunities. 

Johnson said he was drawn to 
PTE because the business did so 
much of it’s parts manufactur-
ing in-house rather than relying 
on outsourcing parts. 

Johnson said he was im-
pressed by the work ethic of 
PTE’s employees.  

Johnson said he hopes to grow 
the business and expand into 
other markets in the next 2-3 
years.  The challenges facing 
growth are fi nding enough 
skilled employees to fi ll positions 
like machinists, welders and 
forklift operators. 

Johnson said he looks forward 
to working in Mora and support-
ing the community. 

“We want to be impactful and 
helpful,” he said. 

KIRSTEN FAURIE | TIMES

Progressive Tool and Engineering, a manufacturing company in the 
Mora Industrial Park, was purchased by Wes Johnson in December.

1964 - PTE was founded i as a tool 
and die shop by Neil and Lorraine 
Pierson

1969 - The company was moved to 
Roseau  and added metal stamping 
capability

1985 - PTE designed and began 
manufacturing controls for hydraulic 
valves for a bucket truck company 
in Duluth. 

1986 - PTE moved to Mora and ex-
panded its business in designing and 
manufacturing controls for various 
types of aerial equipment. 

2006 - One of Neil and Lorraine’s 
sons, Bob Pierson, became president 
of PTE

2019 - PTE is purchased by Wes John-
son in December. 

1964 PTE f d d i t l

PTE HISTORY

Due to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s recommendations for limiting the spread of COVID-19, some churches have either 
canceled their normal services and other events or gone to an online broadcast. It is recommended to contact your individual church for 
information regarding any changes to their schedules.
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MORA DENTAL CENTER
JENNIFER M. VANDERPOEL, D.D.S. 
PHONE 679-2147
547 S. Union St., Mora, Minn.
General and Family Dentistry. Most Insurance Accepted.
www.moradentalcenter.com

Dr. BRUCE N. HAASKEN, D.D.S.
DR. BRYCE W. HAASKEN, D.D.S.
PHONE 679-1010
130 E. Forest, Mora, Minn.

JAMES M. WILLIAMS, D.D.S., P.A.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
620 S. Union, Mora — 679-3073

AKKERMAN-INGEBRAND & ROCK-INGEBRAND 
FUNERAL and CREMATION SERVICES  
Mora - Phone (320) 679-1933 • 825 S. Union St.
Braham - Phone (320) 396-2121 • 120 S. Broadway Ave.
Mike Ingebrand, Director/Owner, Director: Katy Hamilton
For funeral and obituary info go to: www.aifuneralhome.com

DRESSER-METHVEN FUNERAL AND CREMATION 
SERVICES
Ryan Christianson, Owner/Director; Nate Froehling, Owner/Director.
Phone (320) 679-1822 - 124 Maple Ave. E., Mora, MN 55051
Methvenfuneralhome.com

Funeral Homes 

LAKE STREET FAMILY DENTAL
STEVEN HOLCOMBE, D.M.D. 
PHONE 679-2435 • 119 S. LAKE ST., MORA
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Dentists

Professional
Directoryy

CAMBRIDGE PINE CITY ORTHODONTICS, PLLC  
Matthew M. Sievers, D.D.S., M.S.
140 Birch St. N., #106, Cambridge, MN 55008 • 763-689-3134
705 4th Ave. SW, Pine City, MN 55063 • 320-629-9944
www.cambridgeorthomn.com

Orthodontists/Dentists

DR. BRENDA JUNNILA, D.D.S.
DR. MIKE DOTY, D.D.S.
Family Practice
Ogilvie 272-4450   —   Milaca 983-2455

HISTORY: Funding 
rests on Nov. ballot

County Question 1: Approval of Special Tax Levy for Kanabec 
County Historical Society

Shall the Board of County Commissioners of Kanabec County 
be authorized to establish and levy a special tax levy to be 
levied on all taxable property in Kanabec County, in the ag-
gregate amount of $30,000 per year, beginning with taxes 
payable in 2021, and each year thereafter, the proceeds of 
which shall be appropriated to the Kanabec County Histori-
cal Society to support its work and purposes?

___ Yes
___ No

By voting “yes” on this ballot question, you are voting for a 
property tax increase

C Q i 1 A l f S i l T L f K b

BALLOT QUESTION

FROM PAGE 1

buildings such as Coin, Whittier and Webster 
schools would be unavailable to the public. 

HISTORY CENTER HISTORY
Operated by the Kanabec County Historical Soci-

ety, the Center is located on 37 acres bordering the 
Snake River on the west side of Mora.

Kanabec County Historical Society was fi rst 
formed approximately 90 years ago. The Kanabec 
History Center opened on June 24, 1978. 

The property KHC sits on and the building itself 
were dedicated to the Kanabec County Historical 
Society by Pete McVay, in memory of his wife, 
Mary.

ATHLETES  OF  THE  WEEK  Lucas Athey, Caleb Koch, Jaden Ponto | Mora Baseball  
Sponsored by: Novus Glass - NovusGlass.com

Caleb Koch- Senior Captain

Position: I play infi eld and I also pitch. 

Tell us about the sports and activities you 
are involved in: I play baseball, football and I 
also wrestled this year. 

What is your favorite thing about being 
involved in sports?: My favorite thing about 
being in sports would be, just being able to 
hang out with your friends and play with 
other kids that have the same competitive 
drive as you. 

Tell us about a person who has infl uenced 
you: I wouldn’t really say there is one person 
that has infl uenced me. I would say there are 
a bunch, from my family supporting me, to the 
coaches who pushed me to do my best. 

What is the highlight of your athletic 
career?: Defi nitely would be my junior season 
of baseball. I improved so much last year, 
hitting .405, winning an All- Conference award 
along with being named to the All Section 
7AA Team. 

With spring practices and games suspend-
ed, how are you staying active?: I don’t do 
too much, try and do a small short workout 
at home along with trying to  throw and hit at 
least once a week. 

What are some of your goals for the 
future?: Some future goals are to go to a two 
year school for graphic design and while there 
hopefully be able to play baseball. 

Lucas Athey-Senior Captain

Position: Pitcher, catcher, infi eld

Tell us about the sports and 
activities you are involved in: This 
year I was in football, basketball and 
baseball. 

What is your favorite thing about 
being involved in sports?: My favor-
ite thing about sports is competing 
and having fun with my friends. 

Tell us about a person who has 
infl uenced you: My dad has been an 
infl uence on me by always pushing me 
to be better. 

What is the highlight of your 
athletic career?: This year I hit a 
game-winning buzzer beater in the 
playoff s for basketball. That was a 
pretty special moment for me. 

With spring practices and games 
suspended, how are you staying 
active?: I’ve been going on bike rides 
and hitting baseballs off  a tee. 

What are some of your goals for 
the future?: I’m going to college at 
the University of Minnesota Morris 
and then I want to become a teacher/
coach.

Jaden Ponto-Senior Captain

Position: I play multiple positions but mainly 
outfi eld and pitcher. 

Tell us about the sports and activities you 
are involved in: I am in football, wrestling 
and baseball. It’s a very weird combination, 
most people don’t do that.

What is your favorite thing about being 
involved in sports?: Building a relationship 
with the team, you see the same people every 
day and it creates a bond that you can’t make 
on your own and obviously game days are the 
best.

Tell us about a person who has infl uenced 
you: My parents have been my biggest infl u-
ence since beginning sports. My mom has al-
ways put me in every camp and training thing 
that would bring me to the next level and my 
dad has always pushed me and taught me 
everything he knows. I have worked multiple 
hours on my craft.

What is the highlight of your athletic 
career?: My favorite time was going to state 
with the football team my sophomore year! 
I had many awards that year as a rookie, also 
winning state when we were in seventh grade 
was pretty cool.

With spring practices and games suspend-
ed, how are you staying active?: I work 
out everyday, still getting the team together 
and going to throw and hit in cages, my dad 
gives me infi eld all the time even if the season 
wasn’t suspended. Also I have a job, I work 
Monday through Friday.

What are some of your goals for the 
future?:  I really just want to be happy with 
what I do. I would like to get into construction 
management if I decide to keep my job that 
I’m working this summer. Most likely I will 
be attending St. John’s University playing 
football and baseball receiving my four year 
Bachelor of Science Nursing degree and 
become a travel nurse.

MICHELLE PAUTZKE| TIMESMICHELLE PAUTZKE| TIMES

Ogilvie honors 
high school 

seniors 
Ogilvie High School staff  
recently went door to door to 
deliver a Class of 2020 sign 
to all graduating seniors to 
recognize and support them 
during this distance learning 
period. Seniors are missing 
some pretty signifi cant and 
important milestones their 
senior year. This gesture of 
support lets them know how 
much we care and that we 
truly are “in this together” as 
our sign says to our seniors. 
Pictured are Kelsi Olson and 
high school principal, Sue 
Davis.

MICHELLE PAUTZKE| TIMES

From the coach; Jayson Pautzke: For Athlete of the Week I nominate my three 
captains for the 2020 baseball season. Lucas Athey, Caleb Koch and Jaden Ponto.   
They’ve been dedicated to Mora Baseball for most of their lives - they’ve played 
a lot of baseball at a variety of levels. They are hard workers that love to play the 
game.  

MARI RINGNESS | SUBMITTED

By Kim Lueck-Foss
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BE A PART OF THE LIST!
Support your local newspaper! 

Subscribe today!

$3700* Delivers 52 weeks of the 
Kanabec County Times

$2 discount 
for seniors 
65 & over

THANK 
YOU!

Kanabec County Times would like to thank its new and 
continuing subscribers during the month of March 2020
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125 YEARS AGO (1895)
There is no small amount of 

petty thieving going on in this 
community and steps should 

be taken to 
catch these 
thieves. They 
seem to have 
a Mania for 
everything 
they can get 
their hands on 
to. One night 
last week our 
axe was taken. 
The axe isn’t 
worth a dollar 
but there is a 
10 dollar bill 

awaiting the apprehension and 
conviction of the thief just the 
same. 

100 YEARS AGO (1920)
Mac’s  Auto company has 

decided to erect a large addi-

tion to the garage and men 
are busily engaged this week 
excavating and putting the 
ground in readiness for the 
new building. When completed 
the building will be 50 x 220 
and will give more room for 
cars and repair work. All cars 
going into the garage will enter 
on Union street and exit will be 
on Lake street. The business of 
the company is rapidly increas-
ing.

75 YEARS AGO  (1945)
Edward M. Giblette of Mora 

has recently been awarded the 
Order of the Purple Heart by 
the U. S. government, after 27 
years, for wounds received in 
action on October 18, 1918, in 
Belgium. He participated in 
four major battles. Mr. Giblette 
was wounded twice fi rst slight-
ly by shrapnel, the second time 
severely by machine-gun fi re; 

he also was gassed once but 
just a touch and was back at 
the lines after only 10 days. 
He was notifi ed six months 
after receiving wounds that he 
had been awarded the Purple 
Heart, but for some reason did 
not receive it until April 23, 
1945. 

       50 YEARS AGO (1970)
Thieves got about $500 

in cash and 19 cases of top 
quality whiskey in a break-in 
at the Cougarville Castle last 
Friday night. Owner, Hans 
Larsen, discovered the loss 
when he went to open up in the 
morning. Larsen said that the 
thieves took nothing but the 
“best” grade of whiskey.

25 YEARS AGO (1995)
The county board of Com-

missioners decided at its April 
12 meeting to informally inves-

tigate possible building sights 
for a new courthouse.

Commissioners have not 
changed their January vote in 
favor of building a $5 million 
fi rst phase of a three-story ad-
dition linked to the courthouse 

at the southwest by elevators.

THE NEWS From Yesteryear is compiled by 
Matt Anderson from the Times historical 
editions housed by the Kanabec History Center. 
The “News from Yesteryear” contains articles 
published in historic issues of the Times. 

FORECLOSURES
NOTICE OF MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE SALE

THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION 
OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF 
THE ORIGINAL CREDITOR WITHIN 
THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS 
NOT AFFECTED BY THIS ACTION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN: 
That default has occurred in the 
conditions of the following described 
mortgage:

DATE OF MORTGAGE: May 22, 
2012

ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 
OF MORTGAGE: $53,550.00

MORTGAGOR(S): George 
Vedder, an unmarried man

MORTGAGEE: Bank of America, 
N.A.

DATE AND PLACE OF FILING: 
Recorded on June 13, 2012 as 
Document Number 243053 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Kanabec County, Minnesota.

ASSIGNMENTS OF 
MORTGAGE: Assigned to: Green 
Tree Servicing, LLC by assignment 
recorded on August 19, 2013 as 
Document Number 247548 in the 
Office of the County Recorder of 
Kanabec County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to New 
Residential Mortgage, LLC by 
assignment recorded on January 24, 
2019 as Document Number 265390 
in the Office of the County Recorder 
of Kanabec County, Minnesota; 
thereafter assigned to Loancare, 
LLC by assignment recorded on 
February 18, 2020 as Document 
Number 269197 in the Office of 
the County Recorder of Kanabec 
County, Minnesota.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF 
PROPERTY: That part of the 
Southwest Quarter of Southwest 
Quarter of Section 8, Township 39, 
Range 23, described as follows: 
Beginning at a point where the 
East line of said tract intersects the 
North right-of-way line of County 
Road lying along the South of said 
property; thence running North along 
the East line of said tract a distance 
of 369 feet; thence running west 
parallel to the South line of said 
tract a distance of 354 feet; thence 
running south parallel to the East 
line of said tract a distance of 369 
feet, more or less to the North right-
of-way line of said County Road; 
thence running East along the North 
right-of-way line said County Road 
a distance of 354 feet to the point 
of beginning, said tract consisting 
of three (3) acres, more or less and 
being a part of the SW 1⁄4 of SW 1⁄4 
of Section 8, Township 39, Range 
23, County of Kanabec State of 
Minnesota.

STREET ADDRESS OF 
PROPERTY: 2322 200TH AVE, 
MORA, MN 55051 

COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY 
IS LOCATED: Kanabec County, 
Minnesota.

THE AMOUNT CLAIMED TO BE 
DUE ON THE MORTGAGE ON THE 
DATE OF THE NOTICE: $34,106.66

TRANSACTION AGENT: None
NAME OF MORTGAGE 

ORIGINATOR: Bank of America, 
N.A. RESIDENTIAL SERVICER: 
LoanCare, LLC

TAX PARCEL IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: 04.00640.00

TRANSACTION AGENT’S 

MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION 
NUMBER: None

THAT no action or proceeding has 
been instituted at law to recover the 
debt then remaining secured by such 
mortgage, or any part thereof, or, if 
the action or proceeding has been 
instituted, that the same has been 
discontinued, or that an execution 
upon the judgment rendered therein 
has been returned unsatisfied, in 
whole or in part.

PURSUANT, to the power of 
sale contained in said mortgage, 
the above described property will 
be sold by the Sheriff of said county 
as follows:

DATE AND TIME OF SALE: May 
6, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

PLACE OF SALE: Kanabec 
County Sheriff’s Office, 18 North 
Vine Street, Suite 143, Mora, MN 
55051.

to pay the debt then secured 
by said mortgage and taxes, if any 
actually paid by the mortgagee, on 
the premises and the costs and 
disbursements allowed by law. The 
time allowed by law for redemption 
by said mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns is twelve 
(12) months from the date of sale.

TIME AND DATE TO VACATE 
PROPERTY: Unless said mortgage 
is reinstated or the property 
redeemed, or unless the time for 
redemption is reduced by judicial 
order, you must vacate the premises 
by 11:59 p.m. on May 6, 2021.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY 
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY 
THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, 
MAY BE REDUCED TO FIVE 
WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS 
ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA 
STATUTES, SECTION 582.032, 
DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, THAT THE MORTGAGED 
PREMISES ARE IMPROVED 
WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, 
ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 
AND ARE ABANDONED.

MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED 
FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION 
ON MORTGAGE: None 

Dated: March 5, 2020
LOANCARE, LLC
Mortgagee
TROTT LAW, P.C.
By: /s/
N. Kibongni Fondungallah, Esq.
Samuel R. Coleman, Esq.
*Michael van Muelken, Esq.*
Attorneys for Mortgagee
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
(651) 209-9760
(19-1354-FC01)
THIS IS A COMMUNICATION 

FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
Published in the Kanabec County 
Times March 19, 26, April 2, 9, 16, 

23, 2020

PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING 2020 ANNUAL 
PLAN & 5-YEAR PLANS

A public hearing regarding the 
Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority of Mora’s 2020-2024 
Five-Year PHA Plan, 2020 Annual 
PHA Plan, and 2020-2024 Capital 
Fund Program Five-Year Plan is 

scheduled for Wednesday, May 27, 
2020 at 3:30 p.m. at 160 Valhalla 
Circle, Mora MN.

The public hearing will be held for 
the following purpose:

Provide an opportunity for 
members of community and 
residents to express comments 
regarding the HRA’s 2020-2024 
Five-Year PHA Plan, 2020 Annual 
PHA Plan, and 2020-2024 Capital 
Fund Program Five-Year Plan.

Draft copies of the plans are 
available for review at the HRA’s 
business office, located at 820 Howe 
Ave., Suite 104, Mora MN 55051. 
Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Monday through Thursday. 
During the COVID-19 business office 
closure, plans may be requested 
by emailing director@morahra.org 
or calling (320) 679-4789, ext. 101.

Written comments must be 
received by May 25, 2020, and may 
be sent to the following address:

Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority of Mora 

PO Box 209
Mora MN 55051 
or email director@morahra.org.

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times April 16, 23, 2020

NOTICES
DISTRICT COURT 

COUNTY OF KANABEC 
TENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

CASE TYPE: REFORMATION/
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
Court File No.: 33-CV-20-52 

JEROME HENNESSEY, Plaintiff,
vs. TROY TROMBURG, JOEY E.
TROMBURG, SUZANNE 

L. TROMBURG, JEFFREY B. 
TROMBURG, THE UNKNOWN 
HEIRS OF GAIL TROMBURG, 
REBECCA HENNESSEY, JOHN 
DOE, AND MARY ROE, Defendants. 

THIS SUMMONS IS DIRECTED 
TO REBECCA HENNESSEY AND 
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF GAIL 
TROMBURG

1. YOU ARE BEING SUED. The 
Plaintiff has started a lawsuit against 
you. The Plaintiff’s Complaint against 
you is on file in the office of the court 
administrator of the above- named 
court. Do not throw these papers 
away. They are official papers that 
affect your rights. You must respond 
to this lawsuit even though it may not 
yet be filed with the Court and there 
may be no court file number on this 
summons.

2. YOU MUST REPLY WITHIN 
20 DAYS TO PROTECT YOUR 
RIGHTS. You must give or mail 
to the person who signed this 
summons a written response called 
an Answer within 20 days of the 
date on which you received this 
Summons. You must send a copy 
of your Answer to the person who 
signed this summons located at: 
Trott Law, P.C., 25 Dale Street North, 
St. Paul, MN 55102.

3. YOU MUST RESPOND TO 
EACH CLAIM. The Answer is your 
written response to the Plaintiff’s 
Complaint. In your Answer you 
must state whether you agree or 
disagree with each paragraph of the 
Complaint. If you believe the Plaintiff 
should not be given everything 
asked for in the Complaint, you must 
say so in your Answer.

  4. YOU WILL LOSE YOUR 

CASE IF YOU DO NOT SEND A 
WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE 
COMPLAINT TO THE PERSON 
WHO SIGNED THIS SUMMONS. If 
you do not Answer within 20 days, 
you will lose this case. You will not 
get to tell your side of the story, and 
the Court may decide against you 
and award the Plaintiff everything 
asked for in the Complaint. If you do 
not want to contest the claims stated 
in the Complaint, you do not need 
to respond. A default judgment can 
then be entered against you for the 
relief requested in the Complaint.

5. LEGAL ASSISTANCE. You 
may wish to get legal help from a 
lawyer. If you do not have a lawyer, 
the Court Administrator may have 
information about places where you 
can get legal assistance. Even if you 
cannot get legal help, you must still 
provide a written Answer to protect 
your rights or you may lose the case.

6. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION. The parties 
may agree to or be ordered to 
participate in an alternative dispute 
resolution process under Rule 114 
of the Minnesota General Rules of 
Practice. You must still send your 
written response to the Complaint 
even if you expect to use alternative 
means of resolving this dispute.

7. THIS LAWSUIT MAY AFFECT 
OR BRING INTO QUESTION TITLE 
TO REAL PROPERTY located in 
Kanabec County, State of Minnesota, 
legally described as follows:

PARCEL 1
The Southwest Quarter of the 

Northeast Quarter (SW 1⁄4 of 
NE 1/4), Section Thirty-four (34), 
Township Forty-one (41), Range 
Twenty-two (22), Kanabec County, 
Minnesota.

PID: 13.01605.00 
AND
The Northwest Quarter of the 

Southeast Quarter (NW 1⁄4 of 
SE 1⁄4), Section Thirty- four (34), 
Township Forty-one (41), Range 
Twenty-two (22), Kanabec County, 
Minnesota.

PID: 13.01600.00 
PARCEL 2
The East Half of the Southeast 

Quarter (E 1⁄2 of SE 1⁄4), Section 
Thirty-four (34), Township Forty-
one (41), Range Twenty-two (22), 
Kanabec County, Minnesota.

PID: 13.01595.00 
AND
The North Half of the Southwest 

Quarter (N 1⁄2 of SW 1⁄4), Section 
Thirty-five (35),Township Forty-
one (41), Range Twenty-two (22), 
Kanabec County, Minnesota.

PID: 13.01625.00 
PARCEL 3
The North Half of the Northwest 

Quarter (N 1⁄2 of NW 1⁄4), Section 
Thirty-five (35), Township Forty-
one (41), Range Twenty-two (22), 
Kanabec County, Minnesota.

PID: 13.01625.10 
PARCEL 4
The South Half of the Northwest 

Quarter (S 1⁄2 of NW 1⁄4), Section 
Thirty-five (35), Township Forty-
one (41), Range Twenty-two (22), 
Kanabec County, Minnesota.

PID: 13.01625.20
That object of said action is to 

obtain a court order pursuant to 
Minn. Stat. §555.01 reforming the 
personal representative’s deed, 
document number 248352, nunc pro 
tunc and declaring said personal 
representative’s deed a valid 

conveyance.
Dated: April 2, 2020
TROTT LAW, P.C.
By: /S/:Michael van Muelken
Michael van Muelken (0399062)
Attorney for Plaintiff
25 Dale Street North
St. Paul, MN 55102
Telephone: (651) 209-9792
Mvanmuelken@trottlaw.com
(19-1651-LIT01)

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times April 9, 16, 23, 2020

_____________________________
NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

SALE OF BRANCH OFFICES 
OF NEIGHBORHOOD 

NATIONAL BANK
Notice is hereby given that 

application has been made to 
the Kansas City Regional Office 
of the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (“FDIC”), 1100 Walnut 
Street, Suite 2100, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64106, by Neighborhood 
National Bank, 45 North Union 
Street, Mora, Minnesota 55051, 
for the FDIC’s written consent to 
sell the assets and transfer the 
liabilities of the Main Office in Mora, 
Minnesota (located at 45 North 
Union Street, Mora, Minnesota 
55051), the Aitkin, Minnesota branch 
(located at 15 Minnesota Avenue 
South, Aitkin, Minnesota 56431), 
the North Branch, Minnesota branch 
(located at 5481 St. Croix Trail, 
North Branch, Minnesota 55056), 
the Brainerd, Minnesota branch 
(located at 601 West Washington 
Street, Brainerd, Minnesota 56401), 
the Alexandria, Minnesota branch 
(located at 803 North Nokomis NE, 
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308), 
and the Mora, Minnesota branch 
(located at 710 Frankie Lane, Mora, 
Minnesota 55051) of Neighborhood 
National Bank to Wings Financial 
Credit Union, 14985 Glazier Avenue 
SE, Apple Valley, Minnesota 
55124. Following consummation 
of the proposed transaction, the 
Main Office and the Aitkin, North 
Branch, Brainerd, Alexandria and 
Mora branches will be operated as 
offices of Wings Financial Credit 
Union. It is contemplated that 
upon consummation of the sale 
to Wings Financial Credit Union, 
Neighborhood National Bank will 
merge with and into a nonbank 
affiliate and cease operations as 
Neighborhood National Bank and 
have no ongoing activities.

Any person wishing to comment 
on this application may file his or 
her comments in writing with the 
Regional Director of the FDIC at its 
regional office, 1100 Walnut Street, 
Suite 2100, Kansas City, Missouri 
64106 no later than April 25, 2020. 
The nonconfidential portions of 
the application are on file in the 
regional office and are available for 
public inspection. Photocopies of 
the nonconfidential portion of the 
application file will be made available 
upon request.

March 26, 2020
 NEIGHBORHOOD NATIONAL 
BANK 

45 North Union Street
Mora, Minnesota 55051

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times March 26, April 9, April 23, 

2020
_____________________________

NOTICE
HAYBROOK TOWNSHIP

Haybrook Township will have its 

annual road meeting on May 4, 2020 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Haybrook Town 
Hall.

Respectfully,
Chris Eggert, Clerk

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times April 23, 30, 2020

_____________________________
HEARING NOTICE OF 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENT

 WHITED TOWNSHIP
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN; 
NOTICE is hereby given that

the Board of Whited Township,
Minnesota, will meet at 7:00 p.m. on
May 7, 2020, at the Whited Town Hall
located at 2448 260th Avenue, Brook
Park, Minnesota 55007, to consider, 
and possibly adopt, an ordinance
amendment to Ordinance No. 30, 
“AN ORDINANCE REPEALING
SECTION 4, SUBD.3(C); SECTION
5,SUBD.3(F); SECTION 9, SUBD.4; 
AND SECTION 12, SUBD. 1(E)(3) 
OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF WHITED,
MINNESOTA, AND ESTABLISHING 
NEW REGULATIONS REGARDING
THE SAME, which would amend
certain sections and language
relating to Conditional Use Permit
requirements so that those certain 
sections would be controlled by
Interim Use Permits.

Due to COVID-19 and social
distancing measures this Hearing
will be held outside at the Whited 
Town Hall.  This Hearing will be part
of our regular monthly meeting and 
will be held immediately after the 
Call to Order.

Teresa Panka
Whited Township Clerk

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times April 23, 2020

_____________________________
NOTICE

PEACE TOWNSHIP 
ROAD MEETING POSTPONED
The Peace Township Board is

canceling the scheduled May 2,
2020 Road Meeting to May 16, 2020

Betty Caza, Clerk
Peace Township

Published in the Kanabec County 
Times April 23, 30

REQUEST FOR BID
REQUEST FOR BIDS

IDUN TOWNSHIP
Notice Request for Written

Quotes for 2020/21
Idun Township is requesting

contractors interested in submitting
written quotes for road maintenance 
in Idun Township, Aitkin County, MN
for 13 miles of road and ditches in
Idun Township. Road maintenance
includes, but not limited to road
grading, hauling and leveling of
gravel, replacement of culverts,
maintaining proper flowage and
brushing ditches. Snowplowing
roads and the ability to respond in
a timely manner to snow emergency
situations when dispatched by
Idun County Township supervisors. 
Questions can be directed to
idunclerk@gmail.com or by calling
651-230-4512.

Written quotes should be received
by 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 7, 2020
by sending to Idun Township Clerk.
PO Box 282, Isle, MN 56342 or 
through email listed above.
Published in the Kanabec County 

Times April 23, 30, 2020
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KANABEC HISTORY CENTER | SUBMITTED

A SNAPSHOT IN TIME:  Cultivating corn 1917-1918,  Ruben Falk Farm-This 
photo and others are preserved through the eff orts of the Kanabec History 
Center. 

Purple Heart awarded after 27 year delay

News from 

Yesteryear

Matt Anderson
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OBITUARIES

David R. Blum
March 28, 1949 — April 14, 2020

David Roy Blum, of Mora, died on Tuesday, April 
14, 2020, surrounded by family and in the comfort of 
his home, after a four year battle with non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma. He was 71 years old.

He was born on March 28, 1949, at Kanabec Hospi-
tal to David L. and Marlys 
(Johnson) Blum. They lived 
in the Kroschel area where 
he attended country school 
until the fourth grade, 
when his parents moved 
to a home north of Ann 
Lake. He then attended 
the Ogilvie Public School, 
graduating in 1967. Upon 
graduation, he briefl y lived 
with an aunt and uncle in 
Blaine, while working at 
Larson Chevrolet in Minne-
apolis as a car runner and 

detail man.
In May 1968, he volunteered to serve and joined the 

U.S. Army. He attended basic training at Fort Camp-
bell, Kentucky, advanced infantry training at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey and offi cer candidate school at Fort 
Benning, Georgia, where he received his commission 
as second lieutenant and served as a tactical offi cer. 
On Sept. 13, 1969, he was united in marriage to his 
high school sweetheart, Louie (Betty Lou) Lesher, 
while on leave. They lived in base housing at Fort 
Benning until he was deployed to Vietnam in Decem-
ber of 1969.

While in Vietnam, he was promoted to fi rst lieu-
tenant and served as a platoon leader of 1st Platoon, 
Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th 
Light Infantry Brigade, American Division. He was 
wounded twice, with the second incident resulting in 
his return to the U.S. where he spent several months 
at Irwin Army Hospital, Fort Riley, Kansas. He was 
awarded two Purple Hearts and a Bronze Star for 
heroism in ground combat.

Following honorable discharge in February of 1971, 
he and his wife bought a small farm in Ann Lake 
Township, where they would eventually raise their 
two children, Chris and Kelsey. He worked for the 
Kanabec County Highway Department for 40 years, 
beginning on the survey crew and retiring as the 
assistant engineer in 2011. He was a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Ogilvie, the Mora Amer-
ican Legion Post and the Minnesota Deer Hunters 
Association. He also served on the Ann Lake Town-
ship Board for over 40 years.

He enjoyed fi shing, deer hunting, raising black 
Angus beef cattle and watching his kids’ activities as 
they grew up. He also loved listening to music, cook-
ing, gardening, making wonderful salsa and spend-
ing time with family and friends. He was an adoring 
and enthusiastic “Grandpa Dave” to his grandchil-
dren, a proud and loving father to his children and a 
loving, devoted husband and caregiver to his wife of 
over 50 years.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Marlys.
He is survived by his loving wife, Louie; children, 

Chris (Brooke) and Kelsey (Caleb Szydlo); grand-
children, Bergen and Peter; father, David L. Blum; 
brother, Donnie (DeeDee); many other relatives and 
friends; and his faithful dog, Gus. He was dearly loved 
and will be missed beyond words. His spirit will live 
in our hearts forever.

A celebration of his life will be held at a future 
date. Arrangements are by the Akkerman Ingebrand 
Funeral Home of Mora. Condolences may be posted at 
www.aifuneralhome.com.
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Kenneth L. Larson
Dec. 5, 1954 — April 12, 2020

Kenneth Lawrence Larson, of Ogilvie, died Sunday, 
April 12, 2020, at Abbott Northwestern Hospital in 
Minneapolis. He was 65 years old.

He was born Dec. 5, 1954, in St. Paul to LaVern and 
Joyce (Warner) Larson. He was raised in St. Paul 

and then the family moved 
to Maple Ridge in Isanti 
County. He was united in 
marriage to Cheryl Schell 
in 1990, and they made 
their home in Braham. In 
1996 they moved to Ogil-
vie. His dog, Buzz, was his 
best friend, and they were 
always together. He also 
enjoyed fi shing, camping, 
music and playing cribbage. 
He was a loving husband, 
father and friend to all.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his wife, Cheri; sister, Joni Konz 
(niece Jenny); sister and brother in law, Kathy (Len-
ny) Schally. 

He is survived by children, Bethany Freeborn, 
Angie (Matt) Flowers, Steve (Ashley) Schell, Sar-
ah (Darrell) Larson; 10 plus grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; siblings, Barb (Tom) Buck, Jim 
(Sandy) Larson, Brenda (John) Sorget, Jane (Tom) 
Honchar; and by so many other relatives and friends.

Memorial visitation for the public from noon until 
2:00 p.m., with only 10 people allowed at a time, on Sat-
urday, April 18, 2020,at Strike Life Tributes in Cam-
bridge. Private family visiting times also held. Online 
condolences can be made at StrikeLifeTributes.com.
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Kenneth W. Winger
Kenneth Wallace Winger, of New Hope, formerly of 

Mora, died on Thursday, April 9, 2020, at North Me-
morial Hospital in Robbinsdale. He was 82 years old.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Oscar and 
Lucille (Bazinet) Winger, and son, Garth Winger.

He is survived by his 
wife, Georgia of New Hope; 
children, Seth (Cindy) 
Winger of Annandale, 
Kristin (Mike) Green of 
Minneapolis and Kelly 
Winger of Mound; grand-
children, Nicole, Torri and 
David; great-grandchildren,
Aubree and Jameson; sister,
Barbara Gardin of Forest 
Lake; many other relatives 
and friends.

A private graveside 
service will be held at the 

Oakwood Cemetery in Mora at a future date. Ar-
rangements are by the Akkerman Ingebrand Funeral 
Home of Mora. Condolences may be posted at www.
aifuneralhome.com.
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BIRTHS

Sawyer Jeanne Chouinard
Sawyer was born on Wednesday, April 15, 2020, at 

Cambridge Medical Center, part of Allina Health, 
to Andrea and Jason Chouinard of Sandstone. She 
weighed 8 pounds 8 ounces and was 21 and one half 
inches long.

She is welcomed home by siblings, Elliot, Brandon 
and Bailey.

Grandparents are Brenda and Mark Roberts of 
Sandstone, Marty Thomas of Sandstone, Karen and 
Steve Chouinard of Princeton and Jeanne and Greg 
Isaac of Elk River.

Calynn Elyse Helmbrecht
Calynn “Callie” was born on Friday, April 17, 2020, 

at Cambridge Medical Center, part of Allina Health, 
to Roger Helmbrecht and Brandie O’Connor of 
Quamba. She weighed 8 pounds 10 ounces and was 21 
and one quarter inches long.

She is welcomed home by siblings, Maxwell, April, 
Blakely and Briggs.

Grandparents are Andrew Helmbrecht of Quamba 
and Cody and Robin Ward of Cambridge.

Cindy M. Johnson
July 2, 1959 — April 19, 2020

Cindy Marie Johnson, of Mora, died peacefully in 
her sleep at home on Sunday, April 19, 2020, following 
a six month battle with cancer. She was 60 years old.

She was born on July 2, 1959, in Mora to parents Roy 
and Evelyn (Inderlie) Johnson. She met and later was 
united in marriage to the love of her life, Gary Dennis 

Johnson, with whom she 
spent 41 years of her life. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents; brother, Jim 
Johnson; and sister, Donna 
Johnson.

She is survived by her 
husband, Gary of Mora; 
sister, Mary Ann Brown of 
Newport; as well as many 
other family and friends.

A public visitation with 
current COVID-19 gather-
ing guidelines will be held 
from noon-2:00 p.m. on 

Thursday, April 23, 2020, at the Akkerman Ingebrand 
Funeral Home in Mora. A private family service will 
be held following with burial at the Oakwood Cem-
etery in Mora. Arrangements are by the Akkerman 
Ingebrand Funeral Home of Mora. Condolences may 
be posted at www.aifuneralhome.com
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107 Park St. S., Mora, MN 55051

To place an obituary in the Kanabec County Times you may visit our website at

www.moraminn.com
Click on ‘site forms’ at the bottom of the home page, 

then click on ‘obituary announcement’. 

After fi lling out the form you will be contacted with the cost before 
placement. We accept most major credit cards. 

If more information is needed, you may email:

frontdesk@moraminn.com
 or call

320-679-2661

When enough is enough.
You are not alone.

Here’s a

HOT TIP
Subscribe and get local news, sports, special interest 

stories and sections and classifi eds.

679-2661
107 Park St. S., Mora

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
Search for:

Kanabec County Times
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1212
LIVESTOCKLIVESTOCK

Registered Black An-
gus, Black Simmental
and Black Simm-An-
gus yearling bulls. AI
sired, semen tested.
218-244-6786.

16 LOST &16 LOST &
  FOUNDFOUND

We can help! Place a
LOST & FOUND line
ad FREE for 1 week!
Call us today:
Kanabec County
Times 
320-679-2661
Pine City Pioneer 
320-629-6771
Isanti-Chisago County
Star
763-689-1181 ext 101

53 VEHICLES53 VEHICLES
WANTEDWANTED

2004 Monaco 
Imperial Cummins 400
hp 24 valve ISL 
Engine and Allison
3000 MH 
Transmission, 105K
miles, Diesel.
$18,500! 
Call: 218-231-9682

102 SERVICES102 SERVICES

Cut the Cord. Time for
free TV. Get an anten-
na. Call Dave's TV,
320-515-0270.

Diesel Problems?
Call the experts: 
East Central Diesel
763-689-9470 
eastcentraldiesel.net

Roof problems?
Chimney problems? 
We can save you
money. 612-845-0289.

106 HOME 106 HOME 
IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

106 HOME 106 HOME 
IMPROVEMENTIMPROVEMENT

Cambridge Handyman
All home repairs.
Call or text 
612-366-2433

Complete Bathroom
Renovation: Licensed
and insured. 30 years,
local. 320-396-4248.

Seamless gutters,
siding soffit, facia.
Quality workmanship,
competitive prices.
Mark or Richard: office
320-515-1492; cell
320-515-1655.

112 TREE112 TREE
SERVICESERVICE

Stump/tree removal
to fit budget. Precise
and lawn friendly
since 1997, 
320-679-5253.

Tree Fellers Tree
Service
Insured arborist with
20+ years of
experience. Free
estimates – trimming,
removal, and
consultations. 
763-227-8709

159159
HEALTH CAREHEALTH CARE

Free masks: Home-
sewn face masks to
give away. Delivery
possible but would
prefer pick-up. An 80-
year-old's gift to her
community. 863-207-
1181.

201 DAY CARE201 DAY CARE

Deb's Tiny Tots 
experience. Infant 
thru school ages. 
Certified CPR/First
Aid. Braham. 
763-333-4990.

301301
FARM MISCFARM MISC..

40 Tillable acres for
rent, Braham area.
612-214-1426.

All-natural homegrown
hamburger $3.50/lb.
218-927-6953.

For Sale: fresh, all-
natural, grass-fed
ground beef. Call
Leroy 612-390-1715.

351351
ANTIQUES/ANTIQUES/
ART     ART     

Antiques Wanted:
Anything nice. Call
Gary at 320-679-2535.

We buy sterling silver
and gold jewelry,
coins, and records.
Call Manuel 
651-775-3930, 
or visit the store
Thursday-Sunday.
Rose's Collectibles,
12815 Lake Blvd,
Lindstrom.

355355
HOUSEHOLDHOUSEHOLD

For Sale: Recondi-
tioned washers, 
dryers, ranges, 
refrigerators. Rick's
Home Furnishings 
320-679-4047.

358 358 
FIREWOODFIREWOOD

 5-cord loads 20 foot
hardwood, $595 per
load,delivered within
25 mile radius of 
Mora. 320-679-1815.

361 LAWN361 LAWN
& GARDEN& GARDEN

Gardeners Fully
decomposed com-
posted cow manure. 4
yards delivered locally
$150.  320-224-9878

P&G Outdoor Ser-
vices: Spring yard
clean-up, seasonal
lawn mowing, tree
branch and yard
waste removal,
flowerbed work, light
landscaping, trail
brush, weed, grass
mowing, roto tilling.
320-679-3375.

362 MISC.362 MISC.

Looking for that per-
fect gift for an anniver-
sary or birthday?
Think about giving a
subscription to the
Kanabec County
Times. Call our office
today (320)679-2661
to start delivery – we
accept Visa or Master-
card!

369 WANTED369 WANTED

Wanted: Chainsaws
running or not. Will
pay cash. Call or Text
Jeff at 320-209-1093.

451 RENTALS451 RENTALS
COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL

2-Bedroom Apart-
ment: 800/month. Re-
furbished, semi-pri-
vate, no pets. Avail-
able now. 763-957-
0662.

Mora: Apartments/
Townhomes. Avail-
able immediately.
$695-800/month, plus
utilities. No smoking,
no pets. Denny at 
507-269-7639.

452 RENTALS452 RENTALS
RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL

452 RENTALS452 RENTALS
RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL

1 Bedroom Apt in 55+
community. Available
April 1st, $1000.
Underground parking.
Call Gwen @ 
320-679-5610

Two bedroom 
upstairs unit in the
City of Pine City.
Unattached garage 
included.  Available
June 1, 2020.  For
more information 
contact Greg at 320-
336-8978 or Carrie at
320-629-7537

502  4 SALE502  4 SALE
BY OWNERBY OWNER

15 acres hunting
ground with lakeshore.
Aitkin. Contract-for-
deed. 218-927-6953.

506         506         
REALREAL  ESTATEESTATE

I have buyers looking
to purchase land. 218-
831-0804, Eddie
Odendahl, Land Spe-
cialist: Whitetail Prop-
erties.

Linden Village
2 bedroom town 

home for rent, 55+, 
neat and clean, large 
garage, area of new 
homes on one acre 

near Fish Lake, 
lawn care, snow 

removal included. 
Available May 1.

Call 320-679-3852
No calls aft er 8 p.m.

(see pictures on 
zillow.com) Where

those in the
know go

Sell your stuff
quickly in the

Classifi eds.
It’s simply the

best way!

TO PLACE AN AD,
STOP IN AT KANABEC 

PUBLICATIONS OR
CALL 320-679-2661

OR GO TO
www.moraminn.com 

CLICK ON CLASSIFIEDS, 
PLACE AN AD

Call 320-679-2661
or 320-322-5243

to place your ad.

The Classifi eds
The Classifi eds
The Classifi eds

EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS TO
frontdesk@moraminn.com

The smart way to sell your stuff!
Call 320-679-2661 or go to

www.moraminn.com - click on Classifi eds, place an ad!

CLASSIFIED ADS 
GET RESULTS

Call 320-679-2661 Mora 
or 320-322-5243

Pine City

www.MoraMinn.com

PHONE: 320-679-2661  |  FAX: 320-679-2663

SUBSTITUTE 
ROUTE CARRIERS 
NEEDED!

All Mora and All Mora and 
Pine City RoutesPine City Routes

Stop in for an application!

107 Park St. S., Mora
- or -

405 Second Ave. SE, Pine City

NOW HIRING!
OUTSIDE
SALESPERSON
We have a great opportunity for an 

outside salesperson with NorthStar 

Media, Inc. This person would use 

consultative selling techniques to 

partner with businesses for 

advertising in newspapers and by 

using the website and social media 

platforms for those products. 

Good pay and benefi ts available.

Please contact Jeff  Andres, Group Publisher
763-350-3540 or jeff @northstarmedia.net

HELP WANTED
Driving & Walking Routes 

for the Mora & Pine City Area
Stop in for more information.

107 Park St. S., Mora107 Park St. S., Mora
Brenda Charles - 320-679-2661Brenda Charles - 320-679-2661

Wanted: Laborer for
pole shed 
construction. No 
experience necessary.
Long hours, heavy 
lifting, able to do
heights. Call between
9am-8pm 
320-629-3204.

Rydberg & 
Sons, Inc. 

Is Hiring the 
following positions:

• Crusher/Loader 
   Operator

• Class A Belly
 Dump Driver

Call 
320-629-2503

Employment continued on page 16

The smart way to 
sell your stuff!

Call 320-679-2661 or go to 
www.moraminn.com - click on 

Classifi eds place an ad!

TIRED OF 
SEARCHING FOR 

BUYERS?
Placing a classifi ed ad is an easy 

and affordable way to make 
your wares the focus of attention 

among potential buyers.
What are you waiting for?

Contact us today!
Advertiser

320-679-2661
www.moraminn.com

     Plug Into the Power of
Newspaper Advertising

Want to give your business a powerful boost? 
Place your advertising where it will be seen 

and used–both in print and online. 
Ask about our Digital Boost today!

107 Park St. S., Mora
320-679-2661 • moraminn.com

Put SEO
to Work 
for Your 
Business
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$62,000,000 New Mora School
Just Another Deception!

Plan B has not been approved 
by the MN Dept of Education.

Voting NO Adds 
Zero Taxes!

Estimated increase in annual 
property taxes for a yes vote and 

a no vote on May 12th.
Paid Advertisement. Prepared and paid by Concerned Mora Citizens, P.O. Box 94, Mora, MN.

“Critical” and “Essential” 
Chandler Industries, 
located in Bethel, MN 
is hiring experienced 

CNC Machinists. 

$1,000 SIGN ON BONUS!
Shifts available: 

1st, 2nd, and Weekend

5:00 am-3:30 pm (M-TH)
5:00 am-3:30 pm (M-TH)

5:00 am- 5:00 pm (FRI-SUN)

We off er a comprehensive benefi ts 
package, including 401(k) with 

company match!

Submit resumes to 
HR@chandlerindustries.com 

or call 612-339-8261.

Now Hiring Direct Support 
Professionals

Homes in Hugo, Dellwood, White Bear, 
Wyoming, North Branch, Harris, 
Stanchfi eld, Pine City, Brook Park

$250 Sign on Bonus
Starting wages range $12.00 to $17.00/hr.

Weekend diff erentials, Overnight diff erentials
Year-end bonus

Paid training
Medical, Dental, 401(k), Paid Personal Leave

We have full-time, part-time, and 
relief positions available

Community Living Options provides 
24-hour residential care and supervision 
to adults and children with intellectual 

developmental disabilities, mental health 
and medical challenges.

For interview contact Josi at 651-237-1087 
or email: career.development@clomail.com

Apply online at CLO-MN.com

FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR

Position Summary : The Food Service Director is directly responsible for the management of 
day-to-day food service operations throughout the school district. 

Mora School District is a category Small SFA (≤2,499). 
Essential functions include program evaluation, menu planning, food production, food safety, 
procurement, fi nancial management, recordkeeping, food service personnel management, food 

service safety training and program accountability and compliance.
Qualifi cations:

• Bachelor's degree, or equivalent educational experience, with an academic major in Food 
and Nutrition, Food Service Management, Dietetics, Family and Consumer Science, Nutrition 

Education, or Culinary Arts and Business.
• Bachelor’s degree, or equivalent educational experience, with any academic major or area of 
concentration, and either a School Nutrition Association (SNA) Level 3 Certifi cation or at least 

one year of relevant food service experience .
• Associate’s degree or equivalent educational experience, with an academic major in Food 

and Nutrition, Food Service Management, Dietetics, Family and Consumer Science, Nutrition 
Education, or Culinary Arts and Business and one year of relevant food service experience .

•  High school diploma (or GED) and a minimum of three years of relevant 
food service experience .

•  Eight hours of food safety training preferred, ability to complete with 30 days 
of hire required.

• Previous experience working in a school nutrition or food service setting, School Nutrition 
Association Certifi cation, or MN DOH Food Protection Manager Certifi cation preferred.

Salary : Commensurate with education and experience
Application Deadline: April 28, 2020 •Start Date: approximately May 11, 2020

District Wide 8.0 hours/day – 210 contract days including 8 holidays per year

Apply online at www.moraschools.org (preferred) or submit a letter of interest, application, 
resume, references, and credentials to:

Mora Public Schools
Human Resources-District Offi  ce
400 Maple Avenue East, Mora, MN 55051
kchristianson@moraschools.org

NOW HIRING
FT and PT positions available. 

FREE NAR CLASSES and a SIGN ON BONUS.
Offering competitive wages and benefi ts.

LPN, RN, CNA & RA

Please see website for more information 
and job descriptions www.ecumen.org/careers

 or call Amy @ 651-237-3055
AA/EOE/Vets/Disabled

North Branch

Nursing
Superheroes

needed at

Job Duties include: Performs professional work in individual, small group, and/or

classroom settings to guide, assess, mentor, and counsel students. Educate and provide

social-emotional and mental health support, personal counseling, and other services to

meet the unique needs of students. Deliver Tier 2 and 3 interventions for Mora

Alternative Learning Center (.5) and Mora High School (.5) students. Collaborate with

local community resources, ALC and High School staff  to bridge services for students and

families to enhance student success.

Qualifi cations : Valid Minnesota Teaching License in School Counselor or School Social

Worker, or ability to obtain. Chemical Dependency background and/or ACEs training

preferred.

Salary: per Education Minnesota-Mora Master Agreement

Application Deadline: May 1, 2020 • Start Date: approximately August 25, 2020

For more information contact: Brent Nelson, High School Principal

bnelson@moraschools.org or (320) 679-6200

External candidates may apply online at www.moraschools.org (preferred) or submit a

letter of interest, application, resume, references and credentials to:

Human Resources-District Offi  ce

400 Maple Avenue East

Mora, MN 55051

kchristianson@moraschools.org

SCHOOL COUNSELOR OR 
SOCIAL WORKER 2020-2021

1.0 FTE 184 Contract Days Grades 7 - 12
Location: Mora High School and Mora ALC

It is the policy of Independent School District 332, Mora, Minnesota, to provide equal employment opportunity 
for all, without discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, gender, marital 

status, status with regard to public assistance, disability, sexual orientation, or age.

Northland Process Piping is a leader in Stainless 
Steel Fabrication, locations in Isle & Mora, seeking 
Experienced and Entry Level positions:

CNC Machine Operator 

FT PLUS, Health, Dental, A  ac, Paid Holidays, Safety 
Incentive Program, Paid Vac. & 401 (k).

Please fax or mail resumes to:

(320) 227-8873
1662 320th Ave. Isle, MN 56342
Attn: Michael

www.nppmn.com

Diving Coach
Position Available

FOR THE 20202021 
OGILVIE  MORA GIRLS 
SWIM SEASON
If interested please contact Brooke Stulc at  

bstulc@ogilvie.k12.mn.us
Deadline: Open until fi lled

Ogilvie Public Schools is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Junior High 
Boys Basketball Coach

Position Available

FOR 20202021 SCHOOL YEAR

If interested please contact Brooke Stulc 

at  bstulc@ogilvie.k12.mn.us
Deadline: Open until fi lled

Ogilvie Public Schools is an equal opportunity provider and employer

Resident Assistant:
Eastwood Senior Liv-
ing - Mora. $500 Hir-
ing bonus. Eastwood
Senior Living, man-
aged by Walker
Methodist, is hiring for
compassionate Resi-
dent Assistants to de-
liver hands-on person-
al care to meet each
resident's physical
health and hygiene
needs according to
their individual care
plan and under the di-
rection of a nurse.
Walker Methodist of-
fers competitive
wages and an excel-
lent benefit package
depending on qualifi-
cations! Schedule op-
tions: Part-time days,
full-time and part-time
evenings and nights.
Apply online at
www.walkermethodis-
t.org/careers, stop by
at 170 Valhalla Circle,
Mora MN 55051 or
give us a call at 320-
679-2916.

   

Continued from page 15


