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The Greenville Drive-In sign announces a hit movie.

Beth Schneck Photography

Owners Dwight Grimm and Leigh Van Swall in the projection 
booth at the Greenville Drive-In.

By Raymond Pignone
Columbia-Greene Media

GREENVILLE — Drive-in 
theaters from their Golden Age 
in the 1950s and 1960s through 
tough times over the next four 
decades as they fell victim to 
modern multiplexes, home 
video and soaring real-estate 
values are enjoying a weird and 

unprecedented renaissance 
amid streaming devices and 
TV’s renewed vigor, and it’s 
mainly thanks to a pandemic 
the debilitated the moviegoing 
audience for two years.

When COVID-19 hit, in-
door movie theaters shuttered 

Drive-in lands 
major role in 
documentary

See DRIVE-IN A11
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By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

NEW LEBANON — A Colum-
bia County man was ticketed 
following a two-car accident 
on Thursday morning in New 
Lebanon. The crash caused die-
sel fuel and hydraulic fluids to 
leak from a piece of equipment 

carried on one of the vehicles.
David Giblin, 39, of Canaan, 

was issued several tickets fol-
lowing the crash, Aaron Hicks, 
public information officer for 
state police Troop K, said Friday.

Giblin was using an electron-
ic device while driving, Hicks 
said.

The other driver, Joshua 
Wood, 39, also of Canaan, was 
not charged, Hicks said.

At about 11:38 a.m., a 2006 
Plymouth was traveling east 
on Cemetery Road driven by 
Giblin, Hicks said. His car went 
through a stop sign and struck 
a 2015 Dodge truck, which was 

being driven south on county 
Route 5A by Wood.

The truck involved was a 
work vehicle owned by New 
Leaf Tree Services of Chatham, 
which was towing a large wood 
chipper.

The impact of the crash 

Diesel fuel, hydraulic  
fluids leak after crash

Contributed photo

A truck sits partially in a ditch, following a collision with a car in 
New Lebanon on Thursday. See CRASH A11

Bill Williams/Columbia-Greene Media

Multiple fire departments responded to Ghent Wood Products on Thursday night, after a kiln 
caught fire.

By Bill Williams
Columbia-Greene Media

GHENT — Six Columbia 
County fire companies re-
sponded to a lumber compa-
ny in Ghent on Thursday eve-
ning after a fire was reported 
in a kiln at the facility.

The fire was at Ghent Wood 
Products, at 1264 Route 66.

A lumber kiln is a type of 
oven used to dry out green 
wood for more immediate 
use. Different types of kilns 
treat different substances by 
heating them to specific tem-
peratures.

At about 6:44 p.m., Co-
lumbia County 911 sent West 
Ghent Fire Company to the 
scene after receiving reports 
of the fire.

When firefighters arrived 
on the scene, fire officials 
reported that the kiln was 
fully involved and requested 
mutual-aid assistance from 

neighboring fire companies.
Crews began pouring wa-

ter on the burning kiln and 
reported the fire was under 
control at 7:12 p.m.

Firefighters then began 
checking to make sure there 
were no areas where the fire 
could begin again.

The fire was contained to 
the kiln, and the wood that 
was inside of it when the fire 
broke out, fire officials on the 
scene said.

No injuries were reported, 
fire officials said.

Quick action from firefight-
ers kept the fire from spread-
ing to any of the larger build-
ings in the area.

Due to limited space within 
the lumberyard, many of the 
arriving fire trucks staged 
along Orchard Road.

The owners of Ghent Wood 
Products posted a thank-you 

Kiln fire breaks out at lumber company

See FIRE A11

By JIM ROSSMAN 

Dallas Morning News

My wife is enamored with 

the idea of outdoor movie 

nights.
You’ve probably seen them 

in commercials or TV shows, 

where people are sitting on 

blankets or lawn chairs watch-

ing a movie projected on a 

sheet in the back yard or on a 

camping trip.

Seems great, right?

I agree, but when I see those 

outdoor movie night scenes, 
’s a 

Eager for 

a night of 

outdoor 

movies?
It’s easy with the right 

projector

By ALEXIS BENVENISTE

Washington Post

Travel is not cheap right now. For 

those who want to escape this sum-

mer, that means splurging, whether 

you’re filling your tank for a road trip 

or buying a pricey flight. But there’s 

an exception these days: cruises.

Cruise fares remain cheap as the 

industry recovers from pandemic 

lows. In fact, depending on your ve-

hicle and where you’re driving, go-

ing on a cruise might cost you less 

than filling your gas tank.

“If you talk to anyone who has 

traveled — or attempted to travel — 

this summer, you’re likely to hear a 

horror story,” said Chris Gray Faust, 

managing editor of Cruise Critic. 

“The one area of travel bucking that 

unfortunate trend is cruising.”

Flights skyrocketed in price this 

summer, and on top of that, many 

are getting delayed or completely 

canceled. Hotels are expensive, too, 

and coping with labor shortages. Va-

cation rentals are picked over. Driv-

ing isn’t the budget-friendly option 

it once was, either. Cruise cabins are still available for last-minute trips this summer and fall, and 

they’re some of the most affordable seen in awhile. Pexels

See CRUISE C2

Fuel prices have hit flights 

and drives, but cruise fares 

remain affordable

Taking a cruise could cost 

less than filling your gas tank
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SUN

Hot; a stray 
p.m. t-shower

MON

Partly sunny, 
hot and 
humid

TUE

A shower and 
t-storm

WED

Cloudy, 
a stray 

t-shower
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NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY 

Shown are noon positions 
of weather systems and 

precipitation. Temperature 
bands are highs for the day.

City Hi/Lo W Hi/Lo W City Hi/Lo W Hi/Lo W

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

NATIONAL CITIES
 Today Sun.  Today Sun.

Albuquerque 92/69 pc 88/67 t
Anchorage 61/53 c 60/54 r
Atlanta 89/72 t 86/71 t
Atlantic City 84/76 t 85/77 s
Baltimore 90/75 t 92/75 t
Billings 61/52 t 83/60 s
Birmingham 92/75 t 90/74 t
Boise 90/60 s 95/65 s
Boston 89/76 t 94/77 pc
Charleston, SC 89/74 t 88/74 t
Charleston, WV 81/69 t 86/71 t
Charlotte 91/72 t 91/71 t
Cheyenne 88/58 t 72/57 t
Chicago 93/76 s 88/71 t
Cincinnati 83/72 t 88/72 t
Cleveland 85/72 t 87/74 t
Columbus, OH 83/71 t 88/73 t
Dallas 99/80 pc 99/81 s
Denver 94/64 t 77/61 t
Des Moines 101/76 pc 89/68 t
Detroit 90/73 sh 91/74 s
Hartford 90/75 t 92/75 pc
Honolulu 88/76 sh 87/75 pc
Houston 91/77 t 94/76 pc
Indianapolis 88/72 t 89/74 pc
Kansas City 97/79 s 93/73 pc
Knoxville 86/70 t 87/71 t
Las Vegas 96/81 pc 101/81 s

Little Rock 93/76 s 94/75 s
Los Angeles 86/67 s 89/68 pc
Miami 90/81 sh 89/80 t
Milwaukee 90/76 pc 83/67 t
Minneapolis 83/63 t 75/57 t
Nashville 88/73 t 91/75 t
New Orleans 88/77 t 89/76 t
New York City 87/76 t 90/77 pc
Norfolk 89/75 t 92/75 pc
Oklahoma City 99/75 s 96/74 s
Omaha 101/74 pc 86/63 t
Orlando 92/76 t 92/75 t
Philadelphia 90/76 t 92/78 pc
Phoenix 106/87 pc 101/85 t
Pittsburgh 80/70 t 83/71 t
Portland 83/70 t 91/69 s
Portland 93/64 s 97/65 s
Providence 90/75 t 91/75 pc
Raleigh 92/74 t 92/74 pc
Richmond 90/74 pc 93/74 pc
Sacramento 91/60 s 92/59 s
St. Louis 93/78 s 94/77 pc
Salt Lake City 81/67 t 89/66 s
San Francisco 74/60 s 71/59 s
Savannah 87/74 t 88/73 t
Seattle 83/59 s 89/62 s
Tampa 93/78 t 94/78 t
Washington, DC 87/77 t 92/77 pc

Meryl Kornfield and María Luisa Paúl
The Washington Post

The freshman building has essentially re-
mained unchanged since a gunman opened 
fire inside Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School on Feb. 14, 2018, sending students 
and teachers fleeing for their lives.

Laptops are still cracked open on desks 
where students’ essays remain unfinished. 
A copy of “To Kill a Mockingbird” was in one 
classroom near assorted teddy bears, candy 
hearts and other forgotten Valentine’s Day 
gifts. But alongside the signs of what began 
as an ordinary school day in Parkland, Fla., 
were trails of shattered glass, bullet holes 
and blood where 14 students and three staff 
members were killed.

A dozen jurors and 10 alternates made 
a rare visit to the scene of the mass shoot-
ing Thursday in the sentencing trial of con-
victed shooter Nikolas Cruz. The 23-year-
old faces either the death penalty or life in 
prison after pleading guilty in October to 17 
counts of murder and 17 counts of attempt-
ed murder.

The jury, along with Circuit Judge Eliza-
beth Scherer, attorneys and journalists, 
walked through the same hallways and 
classrooms in the three-story building as 
Cruz did four years ago. The building has 
remained closed off to the public behind a 
15-foot chain link fence covered in privacy 
mesh - but prosecutors hope the scene in-
side will make the case that Cruz should be 
sentenced to death.

Reporters described the crunch of shat-
tered glass underfoot and the sight of dried 
blood - contrasted by deflated balloons 
and decaying rose petals left behind in the 
students’ rush to escape. On the third floor, 

where six people died, “the blood in the hall-
way is something that I would never wish on 
people to have to see,” said South Florida 
Sun Sentinel reporter Rafael Olmeda.

“It was disturbing on a number of lev-
els,” Olmeda said in a pool report interview. 
“What we saw was the end result of children 
who are in the middle of an average day hav-
ing a wonderful time, and all of a sudden, a 
nightmare erupts.”

In Dara Hass’s ninth-grade English class, 
where Alyssa Alhadeff, Alaina Petty and Al-
exander Schachter died, students had been 
writing before the attack.

“We go to school every day of the week 
and we take it all for granted,” one student 
wrote. “We cry and complain without know-
ing how lucky we are to be able to learn.”

Six bullet holes peppering a window on 
the third floor showed Cruz’s attempt to fire 
at the students fleeing outside. Blood could 
still be seen where geography teacher Scott 
Beigel fell while ushering students into a 
classroom.

In an alcove outside the bathroom where 
Joaquin Oliver died, a pool of blood and 
bullet holes in the wall indicated how close 
Cruz was when he shot the 17-year-old, who 
helplessly held up his hands. The heart-
shaped Valentine’s card he carried was left 
covered in blood. Oliver would have been 22 
on Thursday.

“We don’t just see a large pool of blood 
where Joaquin Oliver died,” Olmeda said. 
“We see a large pool of blood where, we 
know from testimony, Joaquin Oliver sat 
and waited, knowing he was next to be 
shot.”

Reporters said the jurors did not reveal 
signs of emotion during the visit, although 
one appeared to put her arm around 

another in a supportive gesture.
Trial consultant Robert Hirschhorn, who 

was not involved in the case, said it is “ex-
traordinarily rare” for a judge to allow a site 
visit in any criminal trial. This marks the first 
time in recent history a judge has allowed 
such a visit when considering a punish-
ment, he said.

“Site visits always leave indelible and 
unforgettable impressions with jurors,” 
Hirschhorn said.

In Florida, a death penalty requires a 
unanimous recommendation by the jury. 
Cruz’s defense team, which has pushed 
for a life sentence based on Cruz’s diffi-
cult upbringing and mental health issues, 
will make its opening statement after next 
week’s recess.

Since the trial began on July 18, jurors 
have been exposed to graphic videos, pho-
tos and audio clips. They have listened to 
medical experts describe the destructive 
injuries caused by Cruz’s AR-15-style weap-
on. Now, they have witnessed carnage sus-
pended in time.

Thursday also brought the last day of vic-
tim impact statements, during which the 
loved ones of 17-year-old Helena Ramsay, 
15-year-old Peter Wang and 49-year-old 
athletic director Christopher Hixon de-
scribed how their lives had been upended.

Clad in a suit with a burgundy bow tie, 
Hixon’s son Corey told the court that he 
missed the Saturday runs to Dunkin’ he 
took with his father, a Navy veteran.

With three gut-wrenching words, Corey 
brought people in the courtroom to tears - 
including members of Cruz’s defense team.

“I miss him,” said Corey, leaning into his 
mother for a hug and breaking into a sob.

Jury sees bloodstained halls in rare 
tour of Parkland school shooting scene

Áine Quinn
Bloomberg

Global food prices fell the 
most since 2008 after concerns 
over supplies of grains and veg-
etable oils eased as Ukraine 
moved toward restarting ex-
ports.

A United Nations index of 
world food costs plunged al-
most 9% in July. The index fell to 
the lowest since January, before 
Russia’s blockade of ports in 
Ukraine -- a major food exporter 
-- pushed up food costs to a re-
cord.

The UN index fell for a fourth 
month, offering some relief to 
consumers facing a deepen-
ing cost-of-living crisis that 
spans everything from energy 
to transport. Still, prices remain 
elevated, putting pressure on 
households while global hunger 
is worsening.

Wheat and corn prices eased 
last month after Moscow and 

Kyiv reached a deal to reopen 
Ukraine’s ports and the first 
ship sailed from Odessa. But 
two weeks after the deal, a myr-
iad of challenges are left to solve 
before exports can be ramped 

up. Three more grain ships left 
the country’s ports on Friday.

“Increased seasonal avail-
abilities in Argentina and Bra-
zil, where maize harvests pro-
gressed ahead of their pace last 

year, also helped to ease the 
pressure on prices,” the FAO 
said in a statement.

The UN index tracks export 
prices for raw goods and ex-
cludes retail mark-ups, so while 
it’s a more encouraging sign for 
consumers, they’re still facing 
high prices. Africa’s Sahel region 
experiencing the worst food-
security crisis in a decade, with 
tens of millions across the conti-
nent facing hunger.

Food giant Nestle pushed an-
other round of price increases 
on consumers during the sec-
ond quarter as its own costs in-
creased. Supermarket Ocado 
group said that consumers are 
switching to cheaper products 
to save money.

Food prices had already 
climbed during the pandemic 
as logistics snarl-ups caused 
problems and demand out-
stripped supply as the economy 
recovered. 

World food prices post biggest decline since 2008

BLOOMBERG PHOTO BY LIESA JOHANNSSEN-KOPPITZ 

Freshly harvested wheat grain falls from a combine harvester 
into a trailer during the summer harvest in Nauen, Germany, on 
July. 28, 2022. 

Matt Day
Bloomberg

Amazon.com said it would 
buy IRobot Corp., maker of 
the Roomba vacuum, for 
$1.65 billion as the e-com-
merce giant continues its 
push into internet-connected 
home devices and robotics.

Amazon will pay $61 a share 
in cash for the Bedford, Mas-
sachusetts-based company, 
according to a statement on 
Friday. The offer represents 
a premium of 22% based on 
iRobot’s last closing price be-
fore the announcement. Colin 
Angle will remain as chief ex-
ecutive officer of iRobot.

“I’m excited to work with 
the iRobot team to invent in 
ways that make customers’ 
lives easier and more enjoy-
able,” said Dave Limp, senior 
vice president of Amazon De-
vices.

Amazon has worked to 
place its Alexa voice software 
and Echo smart speakers at 
the center of its push into 

connected devices. Custom-
ers can already use Alexa to 
control Roomba vacuums. 
IRobot also runs some of its 
software on Amazon Web Ser-
vices servers.

Seattle-based Amazon has 
come a long way as a hard-
ware player since a failed 
foray into smartphones a few 
years ago. It has held new 
product unveilings in each of 
the last several years, an effort 
to position itself at the center 
of the burgeoning market for 
smart-home gadgets.

IRobot gives Amazon a 
household-name in home 
cleaning gadgets that may 
give it a leg up over its own 
designs. Last fall Amazon 
debuted a household robot 
named Astro that was sup-
posed to usher in-or at least 
point to-a Jetsons-like future. 
Called the Astro, the three-
wheeled device would even-
tually sell for about $1,450. 
But Astro, still in a limited roll-
out, hasn’t made a splash with 
consumers.

IRobot saw sales increase 
over the pandemic, as fami-
lies who were housebound 
sought shortcuts to keep their 
homes clean. But like many 
pandemic-era darlings, iRo-
bot has seen demand wane. 
It reported second-quarter 
revenue of $255.4 million on 
Friday, short of analysts’ ex-
pectations for $301 million. 
The company has also been 
battling JS Global Lifestyle 
Co. in a patent infringement 
case against its SharkNinja 
vacuums and hybrid vacuum-
moppers. IRobot portrays 
itself as an American suc-
cess story with a “passion for 

innovation” that’s been un-
dercut by SharkNinja incor-
porating those inventions into 
its Chinese-made knockoffs.

Amazon to buy Roomba-maker iRobot
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OURS IS CHEAPER!!
WE BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE!!

ALL PROPANE IS THE SAME

OURS IS CHEAPER!!
HL Propane

Co. Inc.

518-794-9066518-794-9066 • 877-794-9066Call M-F 8 am to 4 pm  •  Rte. 20, West Lebanon, NY  •  www.hlfuel.com



CALENDAR
EDITOR’S NOTE: Most 

events and meetings are 
cancelled or have been 
moved online due to the 
virus outbreak. Please call 
ahead to confirm.

Saturday, Aug. 6
n Germantown History Depart-

ment 9 a.m. to noon 1767 Parsonage, 
52 Maple Ave., Germantown 518-537-
6687

n Stuyvesant Recreation Commis-
sion 9 a.m. Town Hall, 5 Sunset Drive, 
Stuyvesant 518-758-6248

Monday, Aug. 8
n Canaan Town Board 7 p.m. Up-

stairs Town Hall, 1647 Route 5, Ca-
naan 518-781-3144

n Citizens’ Climate Lobby Colum-
bia County Chapter 6 p.m. location 
varies (either Hudson or Chatham) 
518-672-7901

n Copake Parks and Recreation 
Commission 7 p.m. Park Building, 
Mountain View Road, Copake. 518-
329-1234

n Hillsdale Planning Board 7:30 
p.m. Town Hall, Main Street, Hillsdale 
518-325-5073

n  Hudson Common Council 7 
p.m. at City Hall, 520 Warren St., Hud-
son, 518-828-1030

n Kinderhook Village Recreation 
Commission 7 p.m. Village Hall, 6 
Chatham St., Kinderhook 518-758-
9882

n Milan Town Board 7:30 p.m. 
Wilcox Memorial Town Hall, 20 Wilcox 
Circle, Milan 845-758-5133

n New Lebanon Town Board 7 
p.m. Town Hall, 14755 Route 22, New 
Lebanon 518-794-8888

n Philmont Village Board 7 p.m. 
Village Hall, 124 Main St., Philmont 
518-672-7032

n  Rhinebeck Town Board 6:45 
p.m. Town Hall, 80 East Market St., 
Rhinebeck 

n Taghkanic Town Board 7 p.m. 
Town Hall, Route 82, West Taghkanic 
518-851-7638

n Tivoli Planning Board Workshop 
7 p.m. Historic Watts dePeyster Hall, 1 
Tivoli Commons, Tivoli 845-757-2021

Tuesday, Aug. 9
n Chatham Central School District 

Board of Education 6 p.m. High School 
Library, Chatham 518-392-2400

n Chatham Planning Board 7 p.m. 
Town Hall, 488 Route 295, Chatham 
518-392-3262

n Copake Land Use Review Com-
mittee 7 p.m. Town Hall, 230 Mountain 
View Road, Copake 518-329-1234

n Copake Republican Club 7 p.m. 
at the Copake Town Hall, 230 Moun-
tain View Road, Copake

n Hillsdale Town Board 7 p.m. 
Town Hall, Main Street, Hillsdale 518-
325-5073

n Hudson Planning Board 6 p.m. 
Hudson Hall, 327 Warren St., Hudson 

n  Kinderhook Village Climate 
Smart Community Task Force 7 p.m. 
Village Hall, 6 Chatham St., Kinder-
hook 518-758-9882

n Red Hook Town Board 7:30 p.m. 
Town Hall, 7340 South Broadway, Red 
Hook 845-758-4606

n Rhinebeck Central School Dis-
trict Board of Education 7 p.m. High/
Middle School Library, North Park 
Road, Rhinebeck 845-871-5500

n Rhinebeck Village Board 7 p.m. 
Village Hall, 76 East Market St., Rhine-
beck 845-876-7015

n  Roeliff Jansen Community 
Library Board of Trustees 6 p.m. Ro-
eliff Jansen Community Library, 9091 
Route 22, Hillsdale director@roejanli-
brary.org

n  Taghkanic Planning Board 7 
p.m. Town Hall, Route 82, West Tagh-
kanic 518-851-7638, ext. 7

n Valatie Village Board 7:30 p.m. 
Village Office, Martin H. Glynn Build-
ing, 3211 Church St., Valatie 518-758-
9806

Wednesday, Aug. 10
n Clermont Planning Board 7:30 

p.m. Town Hall, 1795 Route 9, Cler-
mont 518-537-6868

n Columbia County Board of Su-
pervisors Full Board 7:30 p.m. 401 
State St., Hudson. 518-828-1527

n Copake Hamlet Revitalization 
Task Force 7 p.m. Town Hall, 230 
Mountain View Road, Copake 518-
329-1234

n Ghent Zoning Board of Appeals 
7 p.m. Town Hall, 2306 Route 66, 
Ghent 518-392-4644

n Kinderhook Village Board 7 p.m. 
Village Hall, 6 Chatham St., Kinder-
hook 518-758-9882

n Milan Zoning Board of Appeals 
7 p.m. Wilcox Memorial Town Hall, 20 
Wilcox Circle, Milan 845-758-5133

n Pine Plains Zoning Commis-
sion 5:15 p.m. Planning Board 7:30 
p.m. Town Hall, 3284 Route 199, Pine 
Plains 518-398-7155

n Red Hook Central School Dis-
trict Board of Education 7 p.m. District 
Office Conference Room, Mill Road 
Elementary School, 9 Mill Road, Red 
Hook 845-758-2241 

n Red Hook Zoning Board of Ap-
peals 7 p.m. Town Hall, 7340 South 
Broadway, Red Hook 845-758-4606

n Valatie Planning Board 7 p.m. 
Village Hall, Martin H. Glynn, 3211 
Church St., Valatie 518-758-9806

Thursday, Aug. 11
n Austerlitz Zoning Board of Ap-

peals 7 p.m. Town Hall, 812 Route 
203, Spencertown 518-392-3260 (as 
needed)  

n Chatham Village Board 7 p.m. 
Tracy Memorial Hall, 77 Chatham St., 
Chatham 518-392-5821

n Claverack Town Board 7 p.m. 
Town Court Building, Route 217, Mel-
lenville 518-672-7911

HUDSON — Operation 
Unite, New York is proud to 
present this year’s Hudson 
Sankofa Black Arts & Cultural 
Festival & Parade 2022 held on 
Aug. 12, Aug. 13 and Aug. 14, 
celebrating 61 years in Colum-
bia County. The celebration 
dates to 1960 when families 
along Columbia Street gath-
ered with tables, food and 
music. According to Ed Cross, 
“families living on Colum-
bia from Third Street to Front 
Street, welcomed everybody 
who came.” The Cross family 
was one among several who 
were firsthand with commu-
nity and youth activity. Other 
families celebrated are the 
Hughes, Murrays, Cranks, 
Cubbins, McClouds, Cun-
ninghams, Wise, Fulton’s, 
Healths, Williams, Griffins, 
Palls, Shiloh Baptist Church, 
State Street AME Zion and 
more.

This weekend celebration 
begins with Opening Ceremo-
nies 5:30-9 p.m. Aug. 12. An 
open drum circle at 5:30 p.m. 
invites all to bring their drums 
and hand instruments. The 
evening continues with “Open 
Mic” by Loki Anthony. Art-
ists are encouraged to sign up 
early and bring material high-
lighted with cultural enlight-
enment.

On Saturday, the Sankofa 
Parade starts at 2 p.m. at the 
Public Square, 7th Street Park. 
Follow the parade down to the 
Henry Hudson Riverfront Park 
to explore the Hudson Sankofa 
Family Day Activities. Our wa-
terfront festivities will begin 

with words from Honorable 
Mayor Kamal Johnson and 
Operation Unite, NY’s Adviso-
ry Council President, Gregory 
Mosley. The Festivities begin 
with the energetic Kaisokah 
Stilt Walkers from Brooklyn, 
sponsored by the Bindlestiff 
Family Circus. There will be 
a special appearance by the 
Rainbow Gospel Singers and 
soloist Marlene Merritt. P.S. 
21 of Chatham will bring cho-
reographer Jamal Jackson and 
a performance by Columbia 
County youth. The Sankofa 
Community Awards follows, 
honoring community volun-
teers and leaders. Along the 
river, The Apollonia Schooner 
will provide free boat outings 
at 4:00 and 5:00 pm and the 
Hudson Sloop Club will pro-
vide free fishing equipment 
led Ngunga Badila. The Youth 
Planning Committee activi-
ties will be organized by youth 
from Operation Unite NY and 
Bindlestiff Family Cirkus. An-
niece Cousin is coordinating 
the Community Talent Show. 
Sign up links are located on 
the Operation Unite Educa-
tion and Cultural Arts Face-
book page. Photographer 
David McIntyre will be under 
the tent photographing “Black 
Family Portraits” for an ex-
hibition during the annual 
Kwanzaa cultural celebration. 
Sign up early Closing up the 
Family Day will be Gballoi, an 
African Drum Company from 
Ghana. Gballoi brings percus-
sion and an opportunity for 
everyone to join in and dance.

We are excited to host the 

African Entrepreneur Market, 
with Tiffany Gariga, giving 
opportunities to Black and 
Brown vendors and local cui-
sine. Once again, we welcome 
Larry Walker’s What’s Really 
Good, one of the best soul food 
booths in the county.

Returning for the second 
year of sponsorship is Hudson 
Hall with fantastic technical 
assistance and Spark of Hud-
son, who will supply food for 
parade marchers. In addition, 
Spark of Hudson will spon-
sor this year’s Back to School 

Giveaway for any Columbia 
County residents and Staples 
will donate school supplies 
boxes. Parents and guard-
ians may show up at the Op-
eration Unite NY table and fill 
out a form for each child from 
4-6pm, then head to the festi-
val Giveaway Tent.

The Sankofa Festival con-
tinues at 2 p.m. Aug. 14 with 
the Arm of the Sea Theater 
family presentation. Arm of 
the Sea musical plays highlight 
environmental concerns and 
appreciation for our natural 

resources. At 3:30 p.m., Mar-
lene Merritt returns will Cab-
aret songs. At 5 p.m. we close 
with the annual Sunset Ser-
vice. Sunday will also serve as 
the rain date in case of inclem-
ent weather on Saturday.

Operation Unite New York 
would like to thank the City 
of Hudson for their assistance 
and financial support for the 
Hudson Sankofa Black Arts 
and Cultural Festival and Pa-
rade. For information, reach 
out to Operation Unite NY at 
518-828-3612.

61st celebration of Black Culture in Columbia County

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Kaisokah Stilt Walkers from Brooklyn.
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OUR VIEW

ANOTHER VIEW

Greene County has a 
shortage of municipal 
workers. Fifty-five job 
openings must be filled 
and the pain is shared 
among most agencies, of-
fices and departments.

The question of money 
and how to spend it is in 
the Greene County Legisla-
ture again, after lawmaker 
Daryl Legg, D-Hunter, sug-
gested that with dozens of 
open positions across mul-
tiple county departments, 
the Legislature increase 
salaries of current employ-
ees in an effort to make the 
jobs more attractive. In 
response, the Legislature 
agreed that the county’s 
pay scale is not responsible 
for the worker shortage.

Greene County Emer-
gency Services Direc-
tor John Farrell said his 

department is so short-
staffed he was forced to 
call retired dispatchers and 
ask them if they were will-
ing to return to the job. On-
ly one said yes. Legg took 
a curious position when 
he said he wouldn’t want a 
dispatcher’s job for love or 
money, then he added the 
people are there to do the 
job, so they should be paid 
to do it.

Legislator Patty Handel, 
R-Durham, then pointed 
out that by saying he 
wouldn’t do that job for 
love or money, he was 
contradicting himself. “So 
more money wouldn’t en-
tice you to do that job,” she 
said.

There are other factors 
to consider. First, all raises 
for county employees 
have to be collectively bar-

gained. Pay raises are not 
unilateral decisions. Sec-
ond, county sales tax rev-
enue is slowing down and 
that will affect everybody 
including non-county 
employees. Third, there is 
a simple matter of ethics. 
If the day comes when the 
raises for a few must be re-
distributed, how would the 
Legislature in good faith 
take the money away from 
the employees?

Legg’s suggestion 
sounds good until you 
consider he wants to make 
the jobs more attrac-
tive. But whose jobs are 
they? Only the people still 
employed by the county 
would benefit. It looks like 
the Legislature will have to 
come up with some better 
ideas to attract new county 
workers.

Money isn’t everything

Charles Lane

The Washington Post

Americans are not ex-
cited about the prospect of 
a 2024 presidential election 
rematch between Joe Biden 
and Donald Trump. A CNN 
poll in late July found that 
three-quarters of Democrat-
ic and Democratic-leaning 
voters wish the party would 
nominate someone other 
than Biden, while 55% of 
Republicans and Republican 
leaners” do not want Trump 
as their standard-bearer. A 
New York Times/Siena sur-
vey produced similar find-
ings earlier that month.

Yet Trump-Biden II 
remains a likely scenario - 
possibly the likeliest. If only 
the Constitution had the fol-
lowing proviso: “No person 
who has attained the age 
of 75 years shall be eligible 
for election to the Office of 
President.” That would bar 
second-term bids by both 
Biden, 79, and Trump, 76, 
forcing the country to pass 
the torch to a new gen-
eration, or at least someone 
born after the 1940s.

Certainly such an amend-
ment would be the most 
direct route to eliminating 
the danger of another Trump 
presidency, far simpler and 
more certain than trying to 
disqualify him via the House 
Jan. 6 committee’s revela-
tions or an indictment. Pre-
cluding another four years of 
Biden would be a small price 
to pay for a never-Trump 
guarantee. Who knows? For 
that worthy objective, Biden 
himself might agree to sacri-
fice a shot at reelection.

For now, of course, this is 
idle speculation. There’s no 
prospect of such a measure 
being proposed in Congress, 
much less getting the neces-
sary two-thirds majority of 
both houses, plus a majority 
vote in 38 of 50 state legisla-
tures, for ratification by 2024. 

(Footnote: ratification of the 
26th Amendment granting 
18-year-olds the vote took 
less than four months in 
1971; it was done well ahead 
of the 1972 election.) No 
doubt there would be an ar-
gument over whether Biden 
and Trump should be grand-
fathered in. (Sorry.)

Sooner or later, though, 
there should be serious 
consideration of setting 
a maximum age at which 
anyone may be elected 
president or vice president. 
Public opinion appears to be 
moving that way, judging by 
a recent YouGov poll show-
ing that 58% of Americans 
favor an upper age limit on 
office-holding generally - 70 
years being the most popular 
number cited.

These data reflects pub-
lic awareness that not only 
Biden but the speaker of the 
House, 31 senators and two 
Supreme Court justices are at 
least 70. Still, gerontocracy is 
less concerning in collective 
legislative and judicial bodies 
than it is in the one-person 
presidency, where the pro-
verbial buck stops - but offi-
cial duty never really does.

“Energy in the Executive 
is a leading character in the 
definition of good govern-
ment,” Alexander Hamilton 
wrote in Federalist No. 70. He 
wrote these words in defense 
of the constitutional plan, so 
they refer to the office’s in-
stitutional features, but their 
clear implication is that an 
energetic individual should 
lead the executive branch.

Former president Jimmy 
Carter would agree. In 2019, 
a nearly 95-year-old Carter 
said: “I hope there’s an age 
limit. . . . If I were just 80 years 
old, if I was 15 years younger, 
I don’t believe I could under-
take the duties I experienced 
when I was president.”

The simple scientific fact 
is that, on average, human 

physical and mental capabil-
ities diminish as we age. And 
the stubborn political fact is 
that, unlike prime ministers 
in a parliamentary system, 
presidents are hard to re-
place between general elec-
tions without a crisis, such as 
impeachment, or invocation 
of the 25th Amendment for 
dealing with presidential dis-
ability.

The obvious objection is 
that it’s both discriminatory 
- ageist - and undemocratic 
categorically to bar a group 
that made up just over 6% of 
the U.S. population in 2016, 
according to the Census Bu-
reau. This demographic co-
hort will only grow as society 
ages; and it undoubtedly in-
cludes individuals who could 
handle the job. If an elderly 
candidate wants to run, the 
argument goes, let the voters 
judge his or her fitness.

Nevertheless, the fact that 
the Constitution set a mini-
mum age - 35 - confirms that 
age per se is a relevant quali-
fication. Yes, ruling out those 
75 and older might exclude 
many capable candidates, 
but so does ruling out adults 
34 and younger.

Setting the maximum at 
74 would be actuarially sen-
sible, not arbitrary. Given 
that risks - illness, injury, 
cognitive decline - grow with 
age, and that the presidency 
requires a full-time, fully ca-
pable occupant, the 75-year 
rule would “de-risk” the of-
fice and, by extension, the 
political system as a whole. 

When they pegged 35 as 
the minimum age for the 
presidency, and 30 and 25 
for the Senate and House 
respectively, the framers 
enshrined the common wis-
dom of their era: that public 
office should be reserved 
for mature members of the 
community.

The presidency should be no 
office for old men (or women)

WASHINGTON — Fas-
cism’s vitality in the 21st cen-
tury marks it as the most suc-
cessful fighting faith from the 
20th century. So, it is well to 
understand fascism’s found-
er, who 100 years ago this Oc-
tober orchestrated the March 
on Rome (he arrived there 
by railroad sleeper car) that 
propelled him into power at 
39, the youngest ruler in the 
world at that time. The de-
stroyer of Italy’s parliamen-
tary democracy has a political 
descendant occupying the 
Kremlin today.

Antonio Scurati’s “docu-
mentary novel” about Benito 
Mussolini, “M: Son of the 
Century,” was published in 
Italy in 2018, has received 
Italy’s premier literary award, 
and has been translated for 
publication in 46 countries. 
It is a long — 761-page — ex-
ploration of il Duce’s mind 
and of this: Fascism does not 
merely condone violence, it is  
violence. Set in Italy’s agony, 
1919-1924, the novel blud-
geons readers with depictions 
of the beatings and killings 
that made Italy resemble a na-
tion without a state.

Mussolini’s roving bands 
of Blackshirts, “bursting with 
appetites,” wielded clubs with 
precision, “bashing both sides 
of the mouth, both mandibu-
lar joints, in order to fracture 
the jaws.” And there was “the 
castor oil routine”: “You seize 
a diehard socialist, ram a fun-
nel down his throat, and force 
him to drink a quart of laxa-
tive. Then you tie him to the 
hood of a car and drive him 
through town . . .”

Three days after denounc-
ing a massacre by his follow-
ers, Mussolini “proclaimed a 
general amnesty for politically 
motivated blood crimes com-
mitted for ‘national ends.’” 
This “master of exhaustion” 
came to power promising to 
tame his violent followers but 
instead indulged their addic-
tion to “carefree ferocity.”

Mussolini, the anti-Enlight-
enment embodied, was a fer-
vent socialist until he became 

a fervent fascist, a transforma-
tion from one anti-individual-
ism to another. Scurati’s Mus-
solini muses:

“All people [are] shaken to 
their inner-most core by an ir-
resistible desire to submit to a 
strong man and, at the same 
time, to hold sway over the 
defenseless. They are ready to 
kiss the shoes of any new mas-
ter as long as they too are giv-
en someone to trample on.”

Mussolini was an unim-
posing 5 feet 6 inches tall — 2 
inches shorter than Adolf Hit-
ler, 2 inches taller than Fran-
cisco Franco — but was fas-
cism: pure energy in search of 
occasions for aggression. As a 
fascist, he had no precursors; 
he was, however, a precursor 
of the performative masculin-
ity of the bare-chested, judo-
practicing, stallion-riding 
Vladimir Putin.

An essay in last week’s 
Economist establishes that 
Putinism is fascism: a sim-
mering stew of grievances and 
resentments (about post-So-
viet diminishment) expressed 
in the rhetoric of victimhood. 
Putin’s regime relies on vio-
lence wielded by the state and 
by state-tolerated assault bri-
gades akin to Mussolini’s mi-
litias. Mussolini’s cult of per-
sonality was bound up with 
restoring the grandeur that 
was the Roman Empire — or 
at least tormenting Ethiopia. 
The cult of Putin the strong 
man promises the restoration 
of a supposed golden age that 
ended with the Soviet Union’s 
ignominious collapse.

As in Mussolini’s Italy, 
there is in Putin’s Russia what 
the Economist calls a “culture 

of cruelty” where “domestic 
abuse is no longer a crime” 
and “nearly 30% of Russians 
say torture should be al-
lowed.”

As the Economist notes, 
Alexander Yakovlev, a demo-
cratic reformer who worked 
under Mikhail Gorbachev, 
warned us in the late 1990s: 
“The danger of fascism in 
Russia is real because since 
1917 we have become used to 
living in a criminal world with 
a criminal state in charge. 
Banditry, sanctified by ideol-
ogy — this wording suits both 
communists and fascists.”

The fascist aesthetic of 
redemptive, regenerative 
violence serves the fascist 
philosophy of national pu-
rification through the “self-
detoxification of society” (Pu-
tin’s phrase). So, genocide, 
understood to encompass the 
erasure of an entire people’s 
cultural identity, flows inexo-
rably from fascism. Andrew 
Stuttaford, writing for Na-
tional Review, notes that Rus-
sians are not only destroying 
Ukraine’s cultural signifiers 
(churches, monuments, etc.), 
they are forcibly relocating to 
Russia more than “a million 
Ukrainians . . . among them 
hundreds of thousands of 
children, including, report-
edly, orphans — some young 
enough to forget their identity 
and their language.”

“The engine of fascism,” 
the Economist says, “does 
not have a reverse gear. . . . It 
will seek to expand both geo-
graphically and into people’s 
private lives.” As Mussolini, 
the first fascist, said: “Every-
thing within the state, noth-
ing outside the state, nothing 
against the state.”

Putin’s regime encourages 
the public to show support for 
the Ukraine war by displaying 
the “Z” sign, which the Econo-
mist calls a “half-swastika.” 
Fascism might flourish more 
in this century than it did in 
the previous one.

George Will’s email address is 

georgewill@washpost.com.

Putin is doing his best to 
out-fascist Mussolini

GEORGE F.

WILL

WASHINGTON POST

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

‘Sit down and read. Educate 

yourself for the coming conflicts.’

MOTHER JONES 

COLUMBIA-GREENE MEDIA • REGISTER-STAR A4 - Saturday - Sunday, August 6-7, 2022



By Dick Brooks
For Columbia-Greene Media

I did something today 
that I don’t usually do. While 
passing a full length mirror, I 
stopped and took a long hard 
look. If you haven’t done it 
lately, I’d recommend it. If it’s 
something you haven’t done 
for a while, brace yourself and 
try to view it as a learning ex-
perience.

One of the first things I 
learned was gravity was no 
longer my friend. Everything 
was a little closer to the ground 
than it was before and there 
was more than I remembered 
— more wrinkles, chins, tum-
my rolls and eyebrows. There 
was also less than I remem-
bered — hair on top of my 
head for example. I’ve aged 
since the last time I did this but 
all in all, I wasn’t displeased 
by what I saw. The old guy in 
the mirror was a pleasant look-
ing chap, laugh lines etched 
around the still bright blue 
eyes. A pleasant smile, a rum-
pled, well loved, comfortable, 
old teddy bear look that I liked. 
Not bad!

I walked away from the mir-
ror feeling good about myself, 
have to do it again soon, may-
be next year. In the meantime, 
I’m going to adjust some of my 
attitudes about aging.

I think I’ll start referring to 
myself as “vintage.” Vintage 
has a nice feel to it. Vintage 
wine sounds better than “old 
grape juice.” A “vintage” au-
tomobile has more sound ap-
peal than “old junker.” Vintage 
sounds like something special 
that has been taken good care 
of. Antique just sounds old, 
a bed pan can be an antique 
but you rarely would hear it 
described as vintage. So vin-

tage is what I’ll be and I’ll start 
to value myself as though I 
were vintage. Old, special and 
should be taken good care of 
because it has value — that’s 
me.

Why not? Objects that were 
born the same year as I was in-
crease in value each year, why 
shouldn’t I? A 1941 automo-
bile, with a saggy seat, a little 
stiff in the suspension, that 
needs a tune up will still fetch 
at least three times what it did 
when it was new. It feels good 
to be vintage, vintage is valu-
able. It could lead to a whole 
new way of looking at Nurs-
ing Homes and Senior Citizen 
Centers if folks started recog-
nizing the treasures stored 
there. Join me, you’re never 
too young to be vintage!

Thought for the week — 
”What we see depends mainly 
on what we look for.” — John 
Lubbock

Until next week, may you 
and yours be happy and well.

Reach Dick at whit-
tle12124@yahoo.com.

You’re never too 
young to be vintage

By Bob Beyfuss
For Columbia-Greene Media

This is the time of year we 
harvest many of our favor-
ite vegetables. The following 
tips will ensure that you get 
the best possible quality from 
your efforts. There is still time 
to plant some fall crops such 
as beets and salad greens. 
Lettuce seed will not sprout in 
hot soil. Sow the seed and wa-
ter. Then lay a board on top 
to keep the soil cool until the 
seed sprouts.

Beans, green, yellow or 
purple podded - Harvest 
when still thin and about 3 to 
4 inches long for best quality. 
Keep cold and humid and use 
as soon as possible.

Beets – Harvest beets when 
about 2 inches in diameter. 
If allowed to get much larger, 
they become woody, espe-
cially in warm, dry weather. 
Remove all but about 1 1/2 
inches of tops. Wash and re-
frigerate immediately.

Brussels sprouts - Harvest 
after frost in early to late fall. 
If sprouts have not begun to 
form by mid-August, pinch 
the tops off the plants.

Cabbage - Harvest when 
head becomes solid and firm. 
Outer leaves should possess a 
uniform green or purple color 
(depending on type). Exces-
sive water uptake by plant 
roots causes splitting. To 
prevent mature heads from 
splitting, twist plants enough 
to break several roots. Store 
cabbage in crisper and use 
within 1 to 2 weeks.

Carrots - Harvest when 
small and succulent, but fla-
vor gets sweeter after frost. Do 
not let them get over about 1 
inch in diameter. Always pull 
largest carrots in the row. Re-
move tops and wash before 
transferring to refrigerated 
storage.

Corn, sweet - Watch for 
signs of ripeness for earliest 
harvest. Corn silks darken 
and dry out as ears mature. 
As kernels fill out toward the 
top, ends become more blunt 
instead of pointed. Pick sweet 

corn in the milk stage, when a 
watery, white juice squirts out 
of a crushed kernel.

Eggplant - Harvest when 
fruits are near full size for 
whatever specific variety you 
are growing but still firm, 
shiny and bright in color. Old-
er fruits become dull colored, 
soft and seedy. Keep cool and 
humid.

Horseradish - Harvest 
when roots have reached 
maximum size in late fall or 
early spring.

Melons
Honeydew - Harvest when 

yellowish to creamy white 
with a soft velvety feel. The 
rind should be slightly soft at 
the blossom end and have a 
faint, pleasant odor.

Muskmelon - Harvest at 
three quarters to full slip. 
When stem separates read-
ily from the fruit under mod-
erate pressure and leaves a 
circular depression, the full 
slip or ripe stage has been 
reached. Outer rind should 
not have any green color. If 
melons are fully ripe, store 
in refrigerator. If not, store in 
cool area.

Watermelon - Harvest 
when fruits are full size, have 
a dull surface and creamy col-
ored (not yellow) spot on the 
bottom where they contact 
the ground.

Onion - Ideal bulb diam-
eter is 2 to 4 inches. Pull all 
onions when tops fall over. 
Remove adhering dirt. Do not 
harvest when soil is wet. Let 
dry for a day or two with tops 
on; then clip 1 inch above 
bulb before storing in a cool 

dry place. Harvest green on-
ions when 6 to 8 inches tall.

Potatoes, Irish and “new” 
- For Irish potatoes, a good 
tuber size is 2 to 3 inches in 
diameter. Individual prefer-
ence is the rule here. Harvest 
“new” potatoes at any size but 
generally do not dig before tu-
bers are 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 inches 
in diameter. Let potatoes dry 
several hours in garden after 
digging. Do not expose pota-
toes to sunlight for any length 
of time. Remove adhering soil 
but do not wash before stor-
age. Store in cool, dry area.

Squash - Harvest when 
fruit is 4 to 6 inches long for 
yellow crookneck squash, 6 
to 8 inches for zucchini and 
yellow straight neck and 3 to 
4 inches in diameter for white 
scallop. Glossy color indi-
cates tenderness. Spaghetti 
squash can be harvested 
while still green and left out-
side to gradually turn yellow 
in a week or two. Harvest 
winter squash when fruits are 
full size, the rind is firm and 
glossy and bottom (portion 
touching soil) of fruit is cream 
to orange colored. Light frost 
will not damage mature fruit. 
Squash, like cucumbers, are 
susceptible to chilling injury; 
do not store at cold tempera-
tures for more than 2 to 3 
days.

Tomatoes - Harvest when 
they are fully colored but still 
firm. Harvest red tomatoes 
for eating fresh cooking or 
canning. Do not can overripe 
tomatoes! If necessary, pick 
mature green or slightly pink 
tomatoes and ripen at room 
temperature, out of direct 
sunlight.

Turnips - Harvest when 
roots are l 1/2 to 2 1/2 inches 
in diameter, but before heavy 
fall frosts. For greens, harvest 
leaves 4 to 6 inches in length. 
Keep topped turnips cold and 
humid.

Reach Bob at rlb14@cor-
nell.edu.

How to tell when fruits 
and veggies are ripe and 

ready for picking

DICK

BROOKS

WHITTLING AWAY

BOB

BEYFUSS

GARDENING TIPS

HUDSON — The Alzheim-
er’s Association, Northeastern 
New York (NENY) Chapter is 
inviting local residents to join 
the fight to end Alzheimer’s by 
participating in the Columbia 
Greene Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Walk to End Alzheimer’s® 
on Oct. 15 at Columbia-Greene 
Community College. On Walk 
day, participants come to-
gether to honor those affected 
by Alzheimer’s and raise funds 
that ensure the programs and 
services provided by the Al-
zheimer’s Association are free 
to all who need them.

Joseph Heaney, Walk Man-
ager at the NENY Chapter, 
says, “Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
is our signature event and we 
are pleased to announce this 
year’s Walk will once again 
be held at Columbia-Greene 
Community College. While 
our Walk raises critical funds, 
it is far more than a fundraiser. 
It is an inspiring time where 
our community comes togeth-
er to celebrate our commit-
ment to ending this disease. If 

you’ve never attended, there 
is a poignant Promise Garden 
ceremony with different colors 
that represent each walker’s 
personal reason to end the dis-
ease. It is my hope that you’ll 
consider adding your flower to 
the fight.”

In addition to inviting peo-
ple to sign up for the Colum-
bia Greene walk, the NENY 
chapter is encouraging people 
to become involved in other 
ways.

“You can start teams, join 
the planning committee, or 
sponsor or table at the event,” 
said Heaney. “I have seen 
firsthand how debilitating Al-
zheimer’s can be. I hope ev-
eryone walks with us through 
this beautiful campus to sup-
port an end to this disease.”

More than 6 million Ameri-
cans are living with Alzheim-
er’s disease – a leading cause 
of death in the United States. 
Additionally, more than 11 
million family members and 
friends provide care to people 
living with Alzheimer’s and 

other dementias. In New York 
alone, there are more than 
410,000 people living with the 
disease and 580,000 caregiv-
ers.

To register and receive the 
latest updates on this year’s 
Columbia Greene Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s, visit act.alz.org/
neny. To learn more about the 
planning committee or spon-
sorship opportunities, contact 
Joseph Heaney at joheaney@
alz.org or 518.675.7203.

The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
is the world’s largest event to 
raise awareness and funds 
for Alzheimer’s care, support 
and research. Since 1989, the 
Alzheimer’s Association mo-
bilized millions of Americans 
in the Alzheimer’s Association 
Memory Walk®; now the Al-
zheimer’s Association is con-
tinuing to lead the way with 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s. To-
gether, we can end Alzheim-
er’s.

Northeastern New York 
Alzheimer’s Association 

announces 2022 Columbia Greene 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s

HUDSON — Candidates 
for new 19th District to have 
been invited to give views on 
climate and energy policy in 
an online forum 7-8 p.m. Aug. 
12. Members of the public 
may join the online event by 
registering at  https://tinyurl.
com/NY19Forum

Already challenged by the 
state’s newly redrawn elec-
toral districts, many New 
Yorkers going to the polls Aug. 
23, must choose between 
candidates about whom they 
know very little. A coalition 
of nonpartisan organizations 
from across the new 19th 
Congressional District (which 

stretches from Columbia 
County in the east to Tomp-
kins in the west) are working 
to address that problem by 
providing a virtual candidate 
forum on Aug. 12.

Democratic candidates 
Jamie Cheney and Josh Riley 
and Republican Marc Mo-
linaro, who are seeking to 
represent New York’s new 
19th district in Congress, have 
been invited to share their 
views specifically on issues 
related to the climate and 
energy. Rather than debating 
with one another, the partici-
pants will take turns stating 
their particular concerns and 

proposals for Congressional 
action.

Initiated by local chapters 
of Citizens’ Climate Lobby, 
the forum is cosponsored 
by environmental organiza-
tions active in the 11 counties 
comprising the new NY19, 
including Scenic Hudson, 
Sustainable Hudson Valley, 
Partners for Climate Action 
Hudson Valley, Sustainable 
Finger Lakes, Climate Real-
ity of Tompkins County, Leon 
Chandler Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, Mothers Out 
Front, and Tompkins County 
Environmental Management 
Council.

Candidate forum to be 
held for 19th District

ALBANY — The Epilepsy 
Foundation of Northeastern 
New York offers the commu-
nity the opportunity to join 
their annual Walk to END 
EPILEPSY® on Sept. 11. This 
fun filled and exciting event 
will be held not only in Sara-
toga Spa State Park this year, 
but also at Arrowhead Park 
in Inlet and virtually, wher-
ever walkers are able to par-
ticipate. Whether in person 
in Saratoga and Inlet, or vir-
tually, in your own commu-
nity, the walks will kick off at 
11 a.m. Both in person walks 
will feature music, activities 
and food for purchase after 
the event.

The organization’s goal 
would be to have each of 
their 22 counties of ser-
vice represented this year, 

whether in person or virtu-
ally. Registration is free and 
easy and all walkers, wheth-
er participating in person 
or virtually are encouraged 
to register. You can find the 
registration pages as well 
as information on how to 
donate and fundraise here: 
Saratoga Spa - https://bit.
ly/22EFNENYWALK; and 
Inlet Walk - https://bit.
ly/22EFWALKINLET. Those 
walking in their own com-
munity my use either link.

Executive Director of 
the Epilepsy Foundation 
of Northeastern New York, 
Jeannine Garab, said, “Our 
Walk to END EPILEPSY® 
supports the 45,000 people 
living with epilepsy through-
out northeastern New York. 
We are exciting to see ev-

eryone in person as well as 
many teams walking in their 
own communities through-
out our 22 counties. Wher-
ever you are, together, we 
are all walking to END EPI-
LEPSY.”

Epilepsy is a neurologi-
cal disorder defined as hav-
ing two or more recurring 
seizures; it can happen to 
anyone, at any age, at any 
time. One in 26 people will 
be diagnosed with epilepsy 
in their lifetime. Epilepsy is 
more common than Cere-
bral Palsy, Muscular Dys-
trophy, Multiple Sclerosis 
and Parkinson’s disease 
combined. For more infor-
mation, call the Epilepsy 
Foundation at 518-456-7501 
or visit our website at www.
efneny.org.

Epilepsy Foundation of 
Northeastern New York to hold 

annual walk to End Epilepsy

“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not to his own facts.”

#SupportRealNews
- Daniel Patrick Moynihan
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Obituaries: Are paid notices. We reserve the right to edit all copy. Funeral 
directors may email us the information at obits@columbiagreenemedia.com 
anytime. Include life background information on the deceased, a full list of 
immediate survivors, services and the name of the funeral home. Any ques-
tions or for rate information, call 315-661-2446.
Funeral notices: Are paid follow-ups to obituaries. We reserve the right to 
edit all copy. Funeral directors may email us the information at obits@co-
lumbiagreenemedia.com anytime. Any questions or for rate information, call 
315-661-2446.
Death Notices: Are free notices that don’t exceed 20 words. For more informa-
tion, funeral directors may call 315-661-2446.
In memorium ads: Are paid ads that are guaranteed to run. Call the Classified 
department at 315-661-2446 or send to Obits@wdt.net

How to submit obituaries 

and death notices

Adela Suliman
The Washington Post

Albert Woodfox, a former 
member of the Black Pan-
ther civil rights organization, 
known for spending almost 
half a century in solitary con-
finement in a Louisiana jail 
before championing prison 
reform, died on Thursday. He 
was 75.

Born in 1947 in New Or-
leans, Woodfox died there 
from complications from the 
coronavirus, his family said in 
a statement.

“With heavy hearts we write 
to share that our partner, 
brother, father, grandfather, 
and friend, Albert Woodfox, 
passed away this afternoon 
from complications caused by 
COVID-19,” his family said.

“Whatever you called him 
- Fox, Shaka, Cinque or any 
of his other endearing nick-
names - please know that your 
care and compassion sus-
tained Albert through his re-
markable 75 years, and we are 
eternally grateful for that.”

The oldest of six siblings 
grew from a “leader . . . into 
liberator,” they added, inspir-
ing the United States to “think 

more deeply about mass in-
carceration, prison abuse, and 
racial injustice.”

Woodfox had been part of 
the “Angola Three” - a group of 
male inmates, including Rob-
ert King and Herman Wallace, 
known for their long stretches 
in solitary confinement at the 
notorious maximum-security 
Louisiana State Penitentiary - 
a former plantation using en-
slaved people that was turned 
into a prison known as Angola.

The men said they believed 
they were targeted for insti-
tutional cruelty because of 
their political beliefs after they 
set up a prison chapter of the 
Black Panther Party at Angola 
in 1971.

Woodfox spent 43 years and 
10 months in solitary confine-
ment and is thought to have 
served more time in solitary 
confinement than any other 
prisoner in U.S. history, ac-
cording to his attorneys.

He told The Washington 
Post in an interview in 2020 it 
had been “a horrible experi-
ence.” He said his mother and 
his association with the Black 
Panther group gave him “in-
ternal strength to endure” and 

a “purpose” and “self-worth” 
to get through the unending 
isolation.

In jail, along with King, 
Wallace and others, he would 
study history and law, teach 
other inmates how to read and 
write and play games made up 
in cells. They also organized 
strikes and protests about 
prison conditions, racial in-
justice, sexual abuse in jail, 
work hours and clothing, he 
said. “We dared to resist,” he 
said. He added, “We were very 
influential.”

“They put me in a cell . . . for 
the sole purpose of breaking 
my spirit,” he told The Post. 
“Our cells were meant to be 
death chambers. We turned 
them into high schools, uni-
versities, debate halls, law 
schools.”

Woodfox was sent to jail 
in 1965 on an armed robbery 
sentence and put into solitary 
confinement in 1972, accused 
of killing prison guard Brent 
Miller. Woodfox consistently 
maintained his innocence in 
Miller’s death, and Amnesty 
International and other hu-
man rights organization have 
long decried the case against 

him as evidentially flawed.
He was freed in 2016 on his 

69th birthday. King was re-
leased in 2001, and Wallace 
was released in 2013 and died 
days later of cancer.

Woodfox later published 
a memoir entitled “Solitary” 
written with his partner Leslie 
George in 2019 where he doc-
umented his days confined in 
a tiny 6-by-9-foot cell for 23 
hours a day. It became a final-
ist for the Pulitzer Prize and 
the National Book Award.

“I still had moments of bit-
terness and anger. But by then 
I had the wisdom to know 
that bitterness and anger are 
destructive,” he wrote. “I was 
dedicated to building things, 
not tearing them down.”

In the short part of his life 
spent outside jail he became 
an avid public speaker and 
champion for prison reform 
and racial justice, stating that 
he did not want his mind to re-
main imprisoned.

The Washington Post’s KK 
Ottesen contributed to this re-
port.

Albert Woodfox, Black Panther who spent 
decades in solitary confinement, dies

Kaitlyn Alanis 
The Kansas City Star

As much of the U.S. experi-
ences what might be “its hottest 
summer ever,” the Farmers’ Al-
manac is predicting another ex-
treme season -- winter.

While “frigid temperatures 
should flow into many areas 
nationwide,” the long-running 
publication predicts it will be 
coldest in Midwestern states, 
including Kansas and Missouri, 
and the North Central region.

“This winter will be filled 
(with) plenty of shaking, shiver-
ing, and shoveling,” Farmers’ 
Almanac said in its extended 
2022-2023 winter weather fore-
cast released this month.

The publication expects 
people in the Great Lakes areas, 
Northeast and North Central 
states will experience a winter 

that might send them into “hi-
bernation.” Specifically, Alma-
nac staff believes some Midwest 
states will experience “extreme-
ly cold temperatures” — poten-
tially as cold as minus-40 de-
grees — in mid-January.

But the Midwest isn’t the only 
region that should be prepared 
to bundle up.

Many Eastern states will have 
unreasonably cold and snowy 
weather, the publication pre-
dicts. The Pacific Northwest is 
expected to see normal precipi-
tation, but the Southwest region 
may see a drier-than-normal 
winter.

The Almanac says it has 
been using the same weather-
predicting formula or over 200 
years. Readers say it is accurate 
about 85% of the time, accord-
ing to the publication.

‘Shaking, shivering, and 
shoveling:’ Farmers’ 

Almanac predicts chilly 
Midwest winter

Jacob Feuerstein  
and Michael E. Ruane
The Washington Post

An unusual and intense 
tornadic waterspout tore 
through parts of Smith Is-
land, Md., on Thursday eve-
ning, leaving behind signifi-
cant damage to homes.

Videos show the lofty 
twister, which developed 
from a strong, rotating thun-
derstorm over the Chesa-
peake Bay, barreling onto 
an island community in the 
middle of the bay, surround-
ed by a spinning plume of 
water.

There were minor injuries, 
although no one was “badly 
hurt” or killed, said Ewell 
Fire Department President 
Robert Jones, according to 
reporting from Chesapeake 
Bay Magazine.

The funnel cloud “just 
looked like a normal water 
spout, but it kept on com-
ing,” said Betty Tyler, whose 
bed-and-breakfast was dam-
aged in the storm. “It didn’t 
stop when it got to land . . . 
tore the third floor off my 
building. Completely gone. 
Destroyed my neighbor’s 
house. She was in the bed 
and that’s the only room that 
didn’t get crushed.”

As she described the 
damage in a telephone in-
terview Friday, Tyler said 
her 88-year-old neighbor 
appeared to be unharmed. 
“They got her out,” Tyler said. 
“Her whole house crumbled 
around her,” she said. “It’s 
just a pile of rubble.”

Tyler said neither she nor 
any guests were in the bed-
and-breakfast when the wa-
terspout struck. She said the 
damage extended along the 
path of the waterspout.

Damaging tornadic waterspout 
barreled through parts of Smith Island

TIFFANIE WOUTILA 

Tornado damage on Smith Island, Md. 

Robert Scott Briody passed away suddenly on July 29, 2022, at 
the age of 50. He is survived by his wife, Susan, sons Jarrett and Re-
ese, daughter Darian, and beloved vizslas Rex, Cooper, and Bella; 
parents Robert and Leslie Briody; parents-in-law Walter and Betty 
Swanson; sister-in-law Beth Thornton; brother-in-law Ron (Lauri) 
Swanson; dear nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, colleagues, and 
an immeasurable amount of friends, all of whom he loved dearly. He 
was predeceased by his grandparents, Robert and Mary Slover and 
Alfred and Lillian Briody and many aunts and uncles.

Visitation will be held at The St. Mary’s R.C. Church, 80 Mansion 
Street, Coxsackie, N.Y. 12051, on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 
from 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. Mass of the Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated at 1:00 P.M. the same day, at the church.

Arrangements are under the direction of The W.C. Brady’s Sons, 
Inc. Funeral Home, Coxsackie, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Scott&#39;s memo-
ry to Raceline Ministry, 1755 Ralee Drive, Winston Salem NC 27127 
www.RaceLineMinistry.com/donate or to Roadracing World Ac-
tion Fund, PO Box 1428, Lake Elsinore CA 92531 www.roadracing-
world.com/actionfund/ Condolences may be made at www.wcbra-
dyssonsinc.net.

Robert Scott Briody
July 29, 2022

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Fred Austin 
“Chip” Dickens III, aged 53, of Valatie New York. Austin was born in 
Ocean City, Maryland on October 13, 1968 to Fred Austin Dickens 
Jr. and Beverly A. Davidson. He passed away unexpectedly after a 
short illness, after taking a “turn for the worse” on June 30, 2022 at 
Albany Medical Center with the love of his life at his side, Kimberly.

He got the nickname “Chip” from his dad’s friends in that they 
said he was a “Chip off the old block”! He was predeceased by his 
parents whom he missed tremendously as he gallantly was their 
caretaker when they were sick until each of their deaths. He was 
estranged from his siblings. His favorite saying was” Family isn’t 
always blood. It’s the people in your life who want you in theirs- the 
ones who accept you for who you are -the ones who would do any-
thing to see you smile and love you no matter what”.

Austin “Chip” leaves behind the love of his life, Kimberly, who will 
miss him tremendously and helped her work hard and would be so 
proud she graduated nursing school after his death, his beloved 
bunny, Jinx, and his wonderful neighbors who he thought of as his 
adopted “Mom & Dad” Sylvia and Bill McGarry and their daughter 
Karen. He adored Kimberly’s children “PJ” and Veronica, whom he 

loved to tease and laugh, with having no 
children of his own. He left behind many 
great friends like Mike, Winn, Jimmy, 
Rob and Donny to name a few. He was a 
former NYS Department of Corrections 
officer. He loved vacationing in Ocean 
City, “biking” the country side and took 
great pride in his garden and canning 
his proceeds as well as cooking organi-
cally.

A memorial service for Austin will be 
held at the First Presbyterian Church in 
Valatie on Tuesday August 9th at 6 PM. 
A gathering of friends and fellowship with food will follow the ser-
vice. In lieu of flowers, if so desired, please send a contribution in 
his name to the First Presbyterian Church, 3312 Church Street, 
Valatie NY 12184. “A heart is not judged by how much you love, but 
by how much you are loved by others” - Oz . Condolences can be 
posted at ajcunninghamfh.com.

Fred Austin Dickens III
October 13, 1968 - June 30, 2022

Linda Joyce Clark Moran, 80 years 
old, passed away after a tough multi-
year battle with lung cancer. Linda is 
survived by her daughter Samantha and 
her son-in-law Scott, granddaughter 
Lauren, grandson Cameron, sister Til-
lie, sister-in-law Anne, brother Charles 
and his wife Nancy, and her half broth-
ers David and Phillip, along with many 
dear friends. 

Linda was born in Bennettsville, 
South Carolina, and lived her early years 
at Connie Maxwell Children’s Home in 
Greenwood South Carolina until she graduated high school. She 
earned an AA degree at Anderson SC Junior College. From the 
South, she left for NYC, wide eyed and looking ahead to the future. 
There she found the love of her life and eventual husband, Dennis 
Moran. Her daughter Samantha was born in 1972. In between fall-
ing in love and exploring the big Apple, she received a BA degree at 
Fordham University in 1974.

Dennis, Linda and Samantha started weekending in Columbia 
County NY in 1974 and then relocated permanently in 1979, when 
they bought their home in Chatham Center.  That remained the cen-
ter of their full social and family life for the next 40 years. Linda never 
stopped missing Dennis after his sudden death in 1995. He was 
always present in her pictures, stories and heart even as she contin-
ued to make Chatham Center her home until her passing.

Linda’s life was characterized by doing the right thing—for her 
daughter, her grandchildren, her extended family, her friends and 
neighbors. In many ways, big and small, she cared for the people 
she loved, whether bringing food to a potluck or hosting a party. She 
was a lifelong member of the Chatham Hunt Club where she was 
the workhorse behind Dennis’ presidency and subsequent func-
tions  

She believed deeply in the power of a great education and as-
sured that both her daughter and grandchildren had access to the 
best education available. As a beloved grandmother, she always 
had time for Lauren and Cameron--rides to school and events, ad-
vice on school projects, and countless acts of encouragement and 
support  

Linda will be remembered by all who loved her as courageous, 
tough, stubborn, opinionated, practical, and forever resilient. She 
cared deeply for those around her and, as it turns out, Linda actually 
did give a rat’s ass. 

Family will receive friends Wednesday, August 10th from 4 to 
6pm at The French, Gifford, Preiter & Blasl Funeral Home, Chatham, 
NY. Memorials in Linda’s name may be made to the Connie Max-
well Childrens Home. Condolences may be conveyed at french-
blasl.com.

Linda Joyce Clark Moran
February 2, 1942  -  August 5, 2022
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David M. Ackerman
1947-2022

Unveiling & Memorial Service

Sunday, August 28, 2022 - 2:00 p.m.
Cedar Park Cemetery

20 Columbia Turnpike, Hudson, NY 12534

Reception to follow
Columbia Golf & Country Club

295 Route 217, Claverack, NY 12513

COVID-19 masking protocols will be observed.

Copake, N.Y. (518) 329-2121
Pine Plains, N.Y. (518) 398-7777

25 Railroad Ave., Chatham, N.Y.
(518) 822-8332

Mario A. Grimaldi, Manager
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Please send all Church news 
to editorial@registerstar.com; 
or mail to Attention Church 
News, Register-Star/The Daily 
Mail, 364 Warren St., Unit 1, 
Hudson, NY 12534. For infor-
mation, call 315-661-2940.

YARD SALE

MEDUSA — The United 
Methodist Church, Route 351, 
Medusa, will hold a yard sale 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. Aug. 6. Food will 
be available at the Medusa 
Fire House.

TAG SALE/CHICKEN BARBECUE

ELIZAVILLE — The Eliza-
ville United Methodist 
Church, County Route 2 and 
19, Elizaville, will hold a Tag 
Sale and Take-Out Chicken 
Barbecue Aug. 6. The Tag Sale 
will run 9 a.m.-3 p.m. The 
take-out barbecue starts at 
noon, first come, first served. 
Side orders of salads will also 
be available. For information, 
call 845-663-8673 or 845-756-
2338. On the day of the event, 
call the Church Hall at 845-
756-5602.

CHICKEN BARBECUES

GREENPORT — Mt. Pleas-
ant Reformed Church, 33 
Church Road, Greenport, will 
serve a chicken and ribs bar-
becue 4-6:30 p.m. Aug. 6 take 
out only. Each dinner will in-
clude chicken or ribs, baked 
potato, coleslaw, roll with 
butter, beverage and des-
sert. Chicken dinners, $15; 
rib dinners, $16. If you wish to 
reserve a meal, call Nancy at 
518-721-8173 or Mt. Pleasant 
at 518-828-6540. Tell us the 
number of each type of din-
ner you wish to purchase. 

SCHODACK LANDING — 
The Reformed Dutch Church 
of Schodack at Muitzeskill, 
902 Schodack Landing Road, 
Schodack Landing, announc-
es the annual chicken bar-
becue will be held 4-6 p.m. 
Aug. 13, take out only, drive 
through pick up. The menu 
includes chicken, corn on 
the cob, potato salad, cab-
bage salad and watermelon. 
Adults, $15; children 6-12, 
$7.50. Reserve by calling 518-
732-7345. If no answer, leave 
a message including name, 
number and that you are call-
ing regarding the barbecue. 
You will receive a call back.

VALATIE — The First 
Presbyterian Church, 3212 
Church St., Valatie, will host a 

Drive Thru Bernie’s Blue Line 
Chicken Barbecue 4-7 p.m. 
Aug. 26. The menu includes 
a half chicken, salt potatoes 
with Tuscan herb butter, 
coleslaw, 2 mini cornbread 
muffins and cookies. Tickets 
are $15. Advance tickets are 
strongly recommended. For 
tickets, call 518-929-5744.

HEALING LITURGY

LOUDONVILLE — Christ 
Our Light RC Church, 1 Maria 
Drive, Loudonville, Healing 
Liturgy, Aug. 10. Prayer and 
Praise, 7 p.m.; Liturgy with 
Healing Prayer to follow 7:30 
p.m. There will be individual 
prayer teams available after 
Mass. For information about 
the Charismatic Renewal, Al-
banyCCR.org.

TRI-COUNTY LUTHERAN PARISH

VALATIE —The member 
churches of the Tri-County 
Lutheran Parish will be shar-
ing worship during August. 
Congregants are invited to 
bring lawn chairs.

Rensselaer County: Wor-
ship at 10 a.m. Aug. 14, rain or 
shine, at Schodack Town Park 
Pavilion, 512 Poyneer Road, 
Schodack.

Greene County: Worship at 
9 a.m. Aug. 21, rain or shine, 
at Athens Riverfront Park, 1 
South Water St., directly off 
Second Street, Athens. 

Columbia County: Wor-
ship at 10 a.m. Aug. 21 at The 
Kinderhook Village Square, 
1 Hudson St. and Albany Av-
enue, Kinderhook. Rain loca-
tion will be St. Luke’s Luther-
an Church, 1010 Kinderhook 
St., Kinderhook.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

KINDERHOOK — The Kin-
derhook Reformed Church, 
21 Broad St., Kinderhook, will 
hold Vacation Bible School 
from 9 a.m.-noon Aug. 22 
through Aug. 26 for ages 4 
through grade 6. Celebrate 
with us God’s Greatness with 
the backdrop of the South-
west in MONUMENTAL. Ad-
vance registration is required 
and can be made by calling 
518-758-6401, The Crosseyed 
Owl for registration forms or 
online registration forms at 
kinderhookreformedchurch.
com.

CONCERT

COPAKE FALLS — Winds 
in the Wilderness Concert 
featuring Sharon Powers, 
flute; Judith Dansker, oboe; 
Ronald Gorevic violin, viola; 

Pete Toigo, bass; John Myers, 
guitar and guest Allan Dean, 
trumpet at 3 p.m. Aug. 28 at 
Church of St. John in the Wil-
derness, 344 Route 261, Co-
pake Falls. Outdoors, indoors 
if raining. Current Covid regu-
lations will be observed. Rec-
ommended donation of $15, 
children and students free. 
Reception following concert 
to meet artists and friends.

FOOD PACKING

KINDERHOOK — The Kin-
derhook Reformed Church 
will sponsor a Rise Against 
Hunger food packing event 
11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Pack-
ers 1-3 p.m.) Sept. 17 at Mar-
tin H. Glynn, 3211 Church 
St., Valatie. To volunteer or 
donate, call 518-758-6401 or 
kinderhookreformedchurch.
com for details. Rise Against 
Hunger’s meal packaging 
program is a volunteer-based 
initiative that coordinates the 
assembly-line packaging of 
highly nutritious dehydrated 
meals to support feeding pro-
grams in developing coun-
tries.

DAY OF REFLECTION AND PRAYER

LOUDONVILLE — Christ 
Our Light RC Church, 1 Ma-
ria Drive, Loudonville, of-
fers a Day of Reflection and 
Prayer Meeting On Oct. 1. 
Guest speaker will be Dr. Joy 
Galarneau, professor of Con-
temporary systematic Theol-
ogy. Admittance and registra-
tion check in begins at 8:30 
a.m. Presentation, lunch and 
prayer meeting from 9 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Bring a bag lunch, 
refreshments will be pro-
vided. Offering, $20. Partici-
pants are asked to bring Bible. 
Pre-registration is a must. 
All payment instructions are 
posted at www. AlbanyCCR.
org. Deadline for registration 
is Sept. 27. For information, 
contact Diane S. at 518-663-
5125 or Jack E. at 518-334-
6503.

SOUP KITCHEN OPEN

CATSKILL — The Camp 
Grace Inc. Soup Kitchen, lo-
cated at the First Reformed 
Church of Catskill, 310 Main 
St., Catskill, is open noon-1 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday. 
For information, call Director 
Lamont Taylor at 518-249-
7009.

EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

STUYVESANT FALLS — 
Emanuel Lutheran Church is 
located at the junction of US 

Route 9 and County Route 46 
in Stuyvesant Falls. Church 
services are at 8:30 a.m. Sun-
day and all are welcome and 
invited.

ST. MARK’S SECOND EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH

HUDSON — St. Mark’s 
Second Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 8 Storm Ave., Hud-
son, worships 9:30 a.m. Sun-
day. Communion is celebrat-
ed on the first Sunday of every 
month with Pastor Stan Web-
ster. Child care is offered dur-
ing the service and Sunday 
school after the service ends. 
Easter Sunday at 9:30 a.m. For 
information, call the Church 
office at 518-828-9514.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

STUYVESANT — St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, 159 Route 
26A, Stuyvesant, has in-per-
son and live online worship 
services at 10:15 a.m. Sunday. 
Sunday School is at 9 a.m. for 
children 3 and older. Face 
masks are optional if you are 
more comfortable wearing 
one, please do so. Social dis-
tancing is still in effect. The 
live broadcasts are on www.
facebook.com/St-Johns-Lu-
theran.

LUTHERAN PARISH OF 

SOUTHERN COLUMBIA COUNTY

GERMANTOWN — Luther-
an Parish of Southern Colum-
bia County has updated its 
worship schedule. St. Thomas 
Lutheran Church, Church-
town worships at 11 a.m. in 
August; changes to 9 a.m. 
on Sept. 11. Christ Lutheran 
Church, Germantown (View-
mont), 9 a.m. Sept. 4 then 11 
a.m. beginning Sept. 11. St. 
John Lutheran Church, Eliza-
ville (Manorton) worships at 
9 a.m. in August then changes 
11 a.m. in October. 

CHRIST CHURCH EPISCOPAL

HUDSON — Christ Church 
Episcopal, 431 Union St., 
Hudson, worships at 9 a.m. 
Sundays in person and on-
line. Masks are optional. Live 
broadcast on Facebook.com/
ChristChurchEpiscopalHud-
son, or christchurchepis-
copalhudson.org. Midweek 
Eucharist at 12:15 p.m. 
Wednesdays in the church, 
join us for a quiet and uplift-
ing service with anointing 
and prayers. Office hours 
and Emergency Food Shelf 9 
a.m.-noon weekdays. For in-
formation, call 518-828-1329 
or email christchurch1802@
gmail.com.

SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

KINDERHOOK — St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church, 8 Sylvester 
St., Kinderhook, Holy Com-
munion in person at 8 and 
10 a.m. Sundays. Face masks 
and distancing required re-
gardless of vaccination sta-
tus. For information and 
news, www.saintpaulskin-
derhook.org/ or follow us on 
Facebook. Subscribe to our 
newsletter: http://eepurl.
com/cG4YSv; 518-758-6271 
or saintpaulskinderhook@
gmail.com. Office open 1:30-
4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday 
and by appointment.

KINDERHOOK REFORMED CHURCH

KINDERHOOK — The Kin-
derhook Reformed Church, 
21 Broad St., Kinderhook, will 
have in person and live online 
Sunday worship include Sun-
day 8:45 a.m. prayer group 
1; 9:30 a.m. worship and 
youth Sunday school; 10:30 
a.m. coffee hour; and 11 a.m. 
prayer group 2. Weekly Bible 
studies available. Live broad-
cast on http://www.youtube.
com/channel/UCCTUNike-
MHshkf-mqhM-NxCw or 

www.facebook.com/Kinder-
hookReformedChurch. For 
information, call 518-758-
6401 or kinderhookreformed-
church.com.

CLAVERACK REFORMED 

DUTCH CHURCH

CLAVERACK — The Re-
formed Dutch Church, 88 
Route 9H, Claverack, wor-
ships at 9:30 a.m. Sundays in 
the sanctuary. For informa-
tion, call 518-851-3811.

GHENT REFORMED CHURCH

WEST GHENT — The 
Ghent Reformed Church, 
1039 County Route 22, West 
Ghent, worships at 9 a.m. 
Sundays. Sunday School be-
gins at 10:15 a.m. Sunday for 
pre-school to middle school 
aged children. In accordance 
with the New York state man-
date, masks will be required. 
Cleaning is as diligent as al-
ways. Coffee time follows 
worship.

REFORMED CHURCH OF 

GERMANTOWN/MT. PLEASANT 

REFORMED CHURCH

GERMANTOWN — The 
congregations of the Re-
formed Church of German-
town and the Mt. Pleasant 
Reformed Church announce 
the worship schedule for 
the summer months. The 
Germantown congregation 
meets at 9 a.m. for the morn-
ing service and the Mt. Pleas-
ant congregation at 10:30 a.m. 
The Bible Study Group will 
resume in the fall. On Aug. 6, 
Mt. Pleasant will be offering 
a chicken and ribs barbecue 
from 4-7 p.m. Meals are take-
out only. The Germantown 
church is located on Church 
Avenue in Germantown and 
the Mt. Pleasant Church is 
located on 33 Church Road in 
lower Greenport.

Church Briefs

Keyser Well Drilling & 
Pump Company

www.keyserwelldrilling.com

Serving Columbia, Dutchess, Greene 
& Ulster Counties for over 75 years

CALL (518) 828-1203

Wells, Water Pumps and Service 

Please present coupon when ordering and receive:

$100 OFF any 6” drilled well
$50 OFF any service call

Limit one per customer. Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

CALL 1-844-423-0362promo code N7017

TM

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

FROM
$2,049

$1,799*

FROM
$2,549

$2,299*

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Free date changes 100 days before departure for all land tours and cruise tours. 
Deposits and final payments are non-refundable.  Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 9/30/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 

guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally located 

lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront lodging on the 

“Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. Guided throughout 

by our friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. Includes 

3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round

GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

Vancouver • Ketchikan •  Juneau • Skagway • Glacier 
Bay • Anchorage • Denali • Anchorage • and more — Visit 

Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park on the 

same incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf of Alaska and the 

Inside Passage as you discover the best of the Frontier State 

by land and by sea.

12 days, departs May - Sep 2023

PLAN YOUR DREAM VACATION

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/22. 

Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details.  ©2022 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(877) 537-1376
CALL NOW

OFFER EXPIRES 9.30.2022

$500 OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months**

OR



DENTAL 
       Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

               A less expensive way to 
help get the dental care you deserve

Get help paying dental bills and keep more 

money in your pocket

This is real dental insurance — NOT just a 

discount plan

You can get coverage before your next checkup

CALL
NOW! 1-855-399-8874

Don’t wait! Call now and we’ll rush you a FREE
Information Kit with all the details.

FREE Information Kit

1-855-399-8874
Visit us online at

www.dental50plus.com/Watertown
Product not available in all states. Acceptance is guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. This specifi c offer is not 
available in CO: call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. For complete details about this solicitation of insurance, please contact us. 
Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6129-0120
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U.S. COAST GUARD CELEBRATES 232ND 

BIRTHDAY ABOARD THE USS SLATER

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Join the United States Coast Guard and the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary in celebrating 
the U.S. Coast Guard’s 232nd birthday at 10 a.m. Aug. 6 aboard USS SLATER. The Coast Guard’s 
actual birthday is Aug. 4, though we are waiting until Saturday to celebrate, with the hopes that 
more people will join us. Both Thursday the 4th and Saturday the 6th all Coast Guard Veterans 
can tour USS SLATER with no admission fee. During WWII Coast Guardsmen manned hundreds of 
Navy and Army vessels including 30 Destroyer Escorts. Coast Guard-manned ships hunted enemy 
submarines, protected convoys to Europe, delivered troops and supplies to the various theaters 
of the war, and operated landing craft which delivered troops to the invasion beaches. Coast 
Guard cutters and destroyer escorts played a pivotal role fighting Nazi U-Boats in the Battle of the 
Atlantic. Following the war, during the 1950s, destroyer escorts were once again called into Coast 
Guard service to serve as weather ships. The SLATER volunteer crew includes a strong Coast Guard 
contingent, dedicated to preserving a piece of American history. Admission is charged for tours 
of USS SLATER. Adults, $10; seniors, $9; children, $8; and children under 5 years old are admitted 
for free. USS SLATER, the last Destroyer Escort afloat in America, is open to the public for her 25th 
season in Albany. Guided tours start every 30 minutes. No reservations are required, and tickets are 
sold at the door. USS SLATER is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday through Nov. 27. 
The ship is located in Downtown Albany at the intersection of Broadway and Quay Street.

ERIE CANALWAY ANNOUNCES CALL FOR 

PHOTO CONTEST ENTRIES

ERIE CANAL, PITTSFORD BY CHRISTOPHER COVE, 1ST PLACE WINNER 2021

Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor is calling for entries for its 17th annual Erie Canalway 
Photo Contest. Images should convey people enjoying activities on the waterway and Canalway 
Trail or show the unique character of New York’s canals and canal communities. Entries 
must be postmarked by Aug. 26. Winning photos will be featured in the 2023 Erie Canalway 
calendar. Images will be judged in four contest categories: On the Water, Along the Trail, Canal 
Communities, and Classic Canal. Judges will select first, second and third place winning images 
in each category, as well as 12 honorable mentions. Submitted images must be horizontal format 
and taken within the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor, which spans 524 miles across 
the full expanse of upstate New York. It encompasses the Erie, Cayuga-Seneca, Oswego and 
Champlain canals and their historic alignments, as well as more than 230 canal communities. 
Download official contest rules and an entry form at https://eriecanalway.org/get-involved/
photo-contest.

SCHENECTADY — Proc-
tors Collaborative is excited 
to feature the next block of 
upcoming shows coming to 
Schenectady and Saratoga 
Springs. Tickets are avail-
able through the Box Office 
at Proctors, in person or via 
phone at 518-346-6204, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday or online at either Proc-
tors.org or UniversalPreserva-
tionHall.org. Groups of 10 or 
more can get their tickets by 
calling 518-382-3884, ext. 139.

Coming to Proctors, Sche-
nectady:  

Tyler Henry – the Hollywood 
Medium 8 p.m. Aug. 20, Main-
Stage at Proctors. Medium Ty-
ler Henry, star of the Netflix se-
ries Life After Death with Tyler 
Henry and E! Entertainment’s 
mega-hit television show Hol-
lywood Medium with Tyler 
Henry, continues his sold-
out national Live Show tour 
across the country. During 
his life-changing live show An 
Evening of Hope and Heal-
ing Tyler explains how he com-
municates with the other side, 
gives live audience readings 
and answers audience ques-
tions. Tyler’s incredibly ac-
curate, personal live readings 
of audience members often 
bring everyone to tears, giving 
them proof, hope and under-
standing that “Our loved ones 
never really leave us.”

BTTUNY presents Flyin’ 
West 7:30 p.m. Aug. 25 through 
Aug. 27 and 4 p.m. Aug. 28, 
GE Theatre at Proctors. The 
women of  Flyin’ West are fac-
ing many problems, ranging 
from the inevitability of long, 
cold winters and the possibil-
ity of domestic violence, to the 
continuing spectra of racial 
conflict. These women include 
Miss Leah, the old woman 
whose memories of slavery 

and its aftermath comprise 
a living oral history. Sophie 
Washington, whose determi-
nation to protect her land and 
those she loves puts to rest 
forever the requirement that 
western archetypes be white 
and male. Fannie Mae Dove, 
the gentle sister, trying to civi-
lize the frontier with Fine Chi-
na and roses, who finds herself 
falling in love with their soft-
spoken neighbor, Will Parish. 
And Minnie Dove Charles, the 
headstrong baby sister whose 
husband, Frank, introduces a 
danger into the household that 
tests their sisterhood in unex-
pected ways.

Boyz II Men 8 p.m. Aug. 27, 
MainStage at Proctors. Boyz II 
Men — originally made up of 
Michael McCary, Nathan Mor-
ris, Wayna Morris and Shawn 
Stockman — are an R&B vo-
cal group from America, who 
found fame during the 1990s 
with Motown Records. Their 
style of music includes emo-
tional ballads and acapella 
styles and they are currently 
the best-selling R&B group of 
all time, selling over 64 million 
albums. 

It Came from Schenectady 
Film Series

It Came from Schenectady 
(ICFS), showings run Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. through Sept.r 
15 at Proctors with the excep-
tion of one matinee showing 
on Aug. 11. As with previous 
ICFS events, prizes, surprises, 
a convenient bar and comfy 
sofas are expected: 2 and 7 
p.m. Aug. 11 at The Addy – Co-
splay Universe; 7 p.m. Aug. 
18 at the GE Theatre – Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail; 7 
p.m. Aug. 25 at The Addy – The 
Harder They Come.

Coming to Universal Preser-
vation Hall, Saratoga Springs:  

Country Thunder: Country 

Legends Tribute 7:30 p.m. Aug. 
20, Great Hall at UPH. Country 
Legends Tribute Tour is now 
firmly established as North 
America’s #1 Country Music 
Tribute show featuring the 
music of the biggest names on 
the American scene including 
Garth Brooks, Shania Twain 
and Keith Urban. The show in-
cludes well-known musicians 
hand-picked by the imperson-
ators who between them have 
a wealth of experience and glit-
tering careers that span over 
30 years. Each singer will per-
form a string of hits from the 
featured artist, complete with 
authentic costume changes. 
To add the finishing touches to 
what will be a great show that 
has sold out several theatres on 
the tour, there will be a grand 
finale where the artists come 
on stage together for a num-
ber.

The Final Roundup: Doc 
Severinsen’s Last Show pre-
sented by Caffe Lena 8 p.m. 
Aug. 27, Great Hall at UPH. 
Grammy Award-winner Doc 
Severinsen has been celebrat-
ed as America’s favorite trum-
pet player for more than half a 
century. Welcomed into living 
rooms for three decades as the 
leader of The Tonight Show 
Orchestra, (with host Johnny 
Carson hailing him as ‘the 
greatest trumpet player in the 
world,’) his impeccable musi-
cianship and charismatic pres-
ence still dazzles. At 95 years 
old with an amazing career of 
music behind him, Doc will be 
taking his final bow as he per-
forms his last concert. Present-
ed by Caffe Lena, this show 
will be a special celebration of 
Doc’s iconic life and music.

Proctors Collaborative 
featuring the next batch of 

shows in August

CORNWALL — The Hud-
son Highlands Nature Mu-
seum is hosting two Open 
Houses in August, first for 
the Young Naturalist Pre-
school on Aug. 11 and then 
for the new Backpack Natu-
ralist Afterschool Program 
on Aug. 18. Both Open 
Houses will run from 4-6 
p.m. and will take place at 
the Nature Museum’s Out-
door Discovery Center lo-
cated at 120 Muser Drive, off 
of Angola Road in Cornwall.  

Nearing its third decade, 
the Young Naturalist Pre-
school is a unique program 
that offers three- and four-
year-olds the opportunity to 
interact with other students 
and with nature in a hands-
on and exciting way. Young 
Naturalists learn skills for 
school and beyond by ex-
ploring, experimenting, 
and discovering the world 
around them. HHNM’s 
Young Naturalist Preschool 
program emphasizes sci-
ence and nature-based 
activities, outdoor expe-
riences, social skills and 
preparation for kindergar-
ten utilizing the resources 
of the Nature Museum. Pro-
spective families can come 
and visit the classrooms, 
view the natural amenities 
and speak with the teachers 
about this popular program 
4-6 p.m. Aug. 11.

Backpack Naturalist is a 
special new afterschool pro-
gram at the Outdoor Discov-
ery Center designed for chil-
dren in grades K-2 to explore 
the forests, fields and ponds 
of the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum led by Na-
ture Educators. Perfect for 
working or busy parents & 
caretakers,

Backpack Naturalist stu-
dents can register 1, 2, 3, 
4 or 5 days a week and will 
meet 3:45-5:34 p.m. Sep-
tember 2022 through June 

2023. The program includes 

school bus transportation 

to HHNM from all Cornwall 

Elementary Schools, hands-

on collaborative learning, 

outdoor free play, nature ac-

tivities, homework/quiet in-

door time, snack time and a 

one year HHNM Family Plus 

Membership. Interested 

families can come visit the 

classroom and natural play 

areas and talk with the staff 

about this exciting new pro-

gram 4-6 p.m. Aug. 18.

Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum to host 

two open houses
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HUDSON — Take a closer 
look at Olana’s man-made 
lake with the Columbia Land 
Conservancy. Together, we’ll 
use the Stream and Pond 
Backpacks to learn about the 
insects living below the lake’s 
surface and what they can tell 
us about water quality.

The event is scheduled 
1-2 p.m. Aug. 13 at Olana. 
Participants should register 
through Olana’s website, and 
visit the CLC website for a 
discount code.

Each Environmentalists 
on Olana event is designed 
to allow participants to ex-
plore Olana State Historic 
Site through a diverse set of 
topics and viewpoints and 
consider Olana’s history and 
current legacy through the 
intersections of art and en-
vironmentalism. During this 
series, regional environmen-
talists, activists, agricultural-
ists, and ecological stewards 

lead walking tours of Olana–
engaging participants in the 
work of their organizations 
and providing new insights 
into Olana’s 250 acres. By 
connecting their expertise 
with Olana’s physical land-
scape and viewshed, each 
visiting environmentalist will 
give a deeper understanding 
of Olana as not only an artist-
designed landscape but a 
resource for immersive ex-
plorations in our contempo-
rary environment and appre-
ciation of the natural world. 
More information on the 
Environmentalists on Olana 
series can be found at olana.
org/environmentalists.

The Stream and Pond 
Backpacks are part of a series 
of five themed packs avail-
able for checkout from your 
local library.

Themes include Insects, 
Streams and Ponds, Birding, 
Night Sky, and Take a Hike. 

The 11 participating libraries 
around the county include 
the Chatham Public Library, 
Claverack Library, German-
town Library, Hudson Area 
Library, Kinderhook Memo-
rial Library, Livingston Free 
Library, New Lebanon Li-
brary, North Chatham Free 
Library, Philmont Library, 
Roeliff Jansen Community 
Library, and the Valatie Free 
Library.

Learn more about this and 
other programs taking place 
at clctrust.org/events.

This project is support-
ed with funding from the 
New York State Conserva-
tion Partnership Program 
(NYSCPP) and New York’s 
Environmental Protection 
Fund. The NYSCPP is admin-
istered by the Land Trust Al-
liance, in coordination with 
the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation.

Lake exploration planned for Olana State 
Historic Site on Aug. 13

THE PUBLIC

NEEDS THE

TRUTH; NOT

SOCIAL MEDIA

HEADLINES &

FAKE NEWS.
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We want to hear from you. To 
send information to be included 
in Briefs, email to editorial@reg-
isterstar.com; or mail to Register-
Star, Attention: Briefs, 364 War-
ren St., Unit 1, Hudson, NY 12534. 
For information, call 315-661-
2490.

AUG. 6

ELIZAVILLE — The Eliza-
ville United Methodist Church, 
County Route 2 and 19, Elizaville, 
will hold a Tag Sale and Take-Out 
Chicken Barbecue Aug. 6. The 
Tag Sale will run 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
The Take-Out barbecue starts 
at noon, first come, first served. 
Side orders of salads will also be 
available. For information, call 
845-663-8673 or 845-756-2338. 
On the day of the event, call the 
Church Hall at 845-756-5602.

HUDSON — FASNY Museum 
of Firefighting, 117 Harry How-
ard Ave., Hudson, will be hold-
ing a free in-person Community 
Day at the Museum, 10:30 a.m.-
3 p.m. Aug. 6. Come celebrate a 
birthday, an anniversary and the 
diverse community on this spe-
cial day. There will be a thrilling 
demo by the Owego Hose Team; 
a barbershop quartet will ser-
enade the crowd; an agility demo 
by Molly the Museum Dog; fun 
games with prizes for all ages; 
history Hunt throughout the Mu-
seum; tours and talks about the 
new exhibits celebrating Harry 
Howard’s 200th birthday and 
FASNY’s 150th anniversary. All 
activities are free and free admis-
sion to the Museum will also be 
offered during the event.

GREENPORT — Mt. Pleasant 
Reformed Church, 33 Church 
Road, Greenport, will serve a 
chicken and ribs barbecue 4-6:30 
p.m. Aug. 6 take out only. Each 
dinner will include chicken or 
ribs, baked potato, coleslaw, roll 
with butter, beverage and des-
sert. Chicken dinners, $15; rib 
dinners, $16. If you wish to re-
serve a meal, call Nancy at 518-
721-8173 or Mt. Pleasant at 518-
828-6540. Tell us the number of 
each type of dinner you wish to 
purchase. 

HILLSDALE — The Roe Jan 
Community Library, 9091 Route 
22, Hillsdale, presents the Sum-
mer Reading Finale: Storycraft-
ers: Making Waves 1-2 p.m. Aug. 
6. Kids of all ages are welcome 
to join the Roe Jan Library’s cel-
ebration of the end of summer 
and all of our fantastic reading 
well done with a storytime per-
formance by Storycrafters. 

In keeping with this year’s 
summer reading theme, Oceans 
of Possibility, this year’s story 
theme is “Making Waves.” For in-
formation on hours and events, 
call 518-325-4101 or visit http://
www.roejanlibrary.org. 

KINGSTON — Bon-odori 
Dance Festival for Peace will be 
held noon-8 p.m. Aug. 6 at T.R. 
Gallo Park, 1 Broadway, Kings-
ton, rain site will be Andy Mur-
phy Midtown Center, 467 Broad-
way, Kingston. 

The 12th Annual Bon-odori 
Dance Festival for Peace is being 
held to prtest Nuclear weapons, 
energy and the radioactive envi-
ronment and to commemorate 
the victims of the atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as 
well as the Nuclear power plant 
meltdown disaster of Chernobyl 
and Fukushima. Admission is 
free.

AUG. 7

SELKIRK — Bethlehem 
Grange 137, 24 Bridge St., Selkirk, 
will be holding Puzzle Parties 1-4 
p.m. Aug. 7 and Sept. 25; 6-8 p.m. 
Aug. 23 and Sept. 13. The Grange 
members have puzzles set up on 
tables and the public is invited to 
join in and piece them together. 
Attend all sessions or just a few. 
Meet new people and enjoy 
some refreshments. We have a 
few uses for glued-together ag-
ricultural themed puzzles and 
we would like to invite you to 
join us in the process of putting 
them together and gluing them. 
We are handicap accessible and 
air conditioned. All ages are in-
vited. If you have any puzzles you 
would like to donate to the cause, 
we would certainly appreciate 
it. Call or text Jackie Schrom at 

518-810-6031 or schrom.jackie@
yahoo.com if you have any ques-
tions and to let her know you’re 
joining us.

STAATSBURG — This sum-
mer, Staatsburgh State Historic 
Site, 75 Mills Mansion Drive, 
Stasatsburgh, is offering guided 
landscape walks on the Gilded 
Age estate’s beautiful grounds 
overlooking the Hudson River. 
The tour, “What You See… and 
What You Don’t See,” shows how 
Staatsburgh’s landscape archi-
tect designed a glorious setting 
that showcased the good life in 
the Gilded Age, while deliber-
ately using landscape elements 
to hide the technology and labor 
that made a turn-of-the-century 
estate run. 

Using historic photos of the 
grounds, the tour will reveal what 
visitors would have seen at the 
turn of the 20th century, but also 
step behind the curtain to show 
what was hidden from them. The 
tour will be offered at 10 a.m. Aug. 
7, 21 and 27. The cost is $5 per 
person. Advance reservations 
are encouraged. To make reser-
vations, visit www.Bookeo.com/
StaatsburghSHS. Mansion tours 
can also be reserved at www.
Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS 
(site admission charged on ar-
rival). The tour will cover about 
one mile of mostly level terrain, 
with some uphill walking. The 
program, including the walk, dis-
cussion and looking at historic 
photographs, will take about 1 
and a half hours. The event will 
be canceled in the event of heavy 
rain or excessive heat.

AUG. 9

CLAVERACK — The Claverack 
and Philmont Libraries present a 
Hoedown at 6 p.m. Aug. 9 at the 
Claverack Town Park, 91 Church 
St., Mellenville. Join us in an age-
old tradition of a hoedown with 
live lively fiddle music. Enjoy 
a fun evening of circle left, do-
si-do and swing. Sit and listen, 
tap your toes, or join in the easy 
dancing. Live music by Peter, 
Paul & George, with Patricia. For 
information, www.claverackli-
brary.org.

AUG. 11

CASTLETON — The Rensse-
laer-Columbia-Greene Counties 
Board of Cooperative Educa-
tional Services will meet at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 11 in-person in the Admin-
istrative Building Conference 
Center, 10 Empire State Drive, 
Castleton. 

This meeting will allow vir-
tual attendance for any public 
and administrators wishing to 
join via the Zoom link provided 
on the Questar III Board web-
page at https://www.questar.

org/about/board-of-education/
meeting-agendas-minutes/.

AUG. 13

STAATSBURG — Follow Sta-
atsburgh staff outside the estate 
walls for a free guided walking 
tour of the hamlet of Staatsburg. 
Staatsburgh Village Walking 
Tour will be offered at 10 a.m. 
Aug. 13 and Aug. 20. 

This program is free, but 
reservations are required and 
can be made online at www.
Bookeo.com/StaatsburghSHS. 
The 90-minute walk through the 

center of Staatsburg will begin at 
St. Margaret’s Church and follow 
a circuit through the hamlet for 
about a mile. Parking is avail-
able at St. Margaret’s Church and 
along East Elm Avenue. 

The tour will be mostly level 
terrain, with some uphill walk-
ing. Wear comfortable shoes, a 
hat for sun and bring water. The 
tour will visit several historic lo-
cations — including long forgot-
ten factories, bustling downtown 
hotels, and medieval-style me-
morials. 

BRIEFS

Use this form to submit a nomination for 

the first-ever celebration recognizing 

the achievements of young leaders and 

changemakers in Columbia County. 

Honorees will be selected based on 

their professional accomplishment, 

demonstrated leadership, and 

community contributions. To be 

eligible, nominees must be under the 

age of 40 as of October 31, 2022. 

 

Nominations can be submitted by this 

form until August 15, 2022. Resubmit this 

form to make multiple nominations. A 

candidate only needs to be nominated 

one time. Multiple nominations will 

have no bearing on selection.

presented by:

sponsored by:

Kamal Johnson
Mayor, City of Hudson, New York

Enter now to recognize the young 

leaders of Columbia County.

Submit your entry here:

bit.ly/4040columbia
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Todd Woody
Bloomberg

If signed into law as written, the climate bill 
before Congress would change the calculus for 
American households thinking about going so-
lar. The legislation stands to make that transition 
more affordable while also subsidizing purchases 
of electric cars, heat pumps, high-tech water heat-
ers and battery-storage systems - clean-energy 
upgrades that will spur more household demand 
for electricity. There are so many incentives to in-
stall solar that the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 
might be more aptly titled the “Electrify Your Life 
Act.”

“As your costs for electricity go up, the reason to 
go solar will become even stronger,” said Vikram 
Aggarwal, founder and chief executive of Ener-
gySage, a Boston-based company that operates 
an online solar marketplace for consumers.

The climate bill, a surprise agreement between 
Sens. Joe Manchin and Chuck Schumer, would re-
store a 30% tax credit for residential solar systems 
- making it applicable to panels installed in 2022 
- and extend the program to Jan. 1, 2034. Leased or 
purchased battery storage systems would likewise 
qualify for a 30% credit, which can also be taken in 
2023 for homeowners who buy batteries.

“There’s no question in my mind that all these 
incentives will make the difference for consum-
ers on the fence about solar, accelerating access 
to the technology for Americans across the coun-
try,” said Suzanne Leta, senior director and head 
of policy and strategy at residential solar company 
SunPower Corp. “Especially those that are low to 
moderate income.”

Since its inception in 2006, the solar tax credit 
has repeatedly expired and been revived, often at 
the eleventh hour. For 2022, the tax credit fell to 
26% and had been set to decline to 22% next year 
before ending in 2024. Considered altogether, the 
climate bill’s consumer incentives are also mu-
tually reinforcing. Electrifying a home with solar 
energy that’s used to charge an EV eliminates fos-
sil fuel costs as well as greenhouse gas emissions. 
Battery systems let homeowners store excess 
solar energy generated during the day and tap it 
at night to avoid high utility electricity rates. (Bat-
teries also help keep the lights and internet on 
during increasing climate-driven blackouts due 
to extreme weather.)

Depending on local utility rates, electric cars 

and home electrification could also significantly 
reduce the payback period for solar panels 
thanks to savings on electricity costs, according 
to energy experts. Once homeowners do recoup 
their investment in a solar system, the electricity 
it generates would essentially be free outside of 
maintenance and service fees charged by a utility 
to connect to the power grid.

“I would absolutely expect the payback time to 
improve,” said Sachu Constantine, executive di-
rector of Vote Solar, an Oakland, California-based 
nonprofit that advocates for state clean energy 
policies. “EV charging alone accelerates payback 
… and when we also consider building and appli-
ance electrification, I see no reason why the same 
effect wouldn’t hold.”

Calculating solar payback times is compli-
cated. Among other things, the time frame for re-
covering your investment depends on local utility 
rates, the price your power company pays for the 
solar electricity you supply and any surcharges 

for connecting a solar system to the grid. Another 
important factor is whether your rooftop system 
is correctly sized to match your home’s power de-
mand, especially if you plan to both electrify your 
house and acquire electric cars.

The math is further muddied by inflation, tar-
iffs, supply chain snarls and labor costs that have 
for the first time resulted in an increase in the cost 
of generating solar electricity, after two decades 
of dramatic declines. The median cost per watt of 
a solar system in the US rose 3.4 % between the 
second half of 2021 and the first half of 2022, ac-
cording to a forthcoming report from EnergySage.

Still, solar return-on-investment calculators 
can give a rough estimate of the payback period. 
For instance, I live in a temperate area with high 
utility rates but use too little electricity to justify 
the expense of installing solar panels. If I added 
an electric car, heat pumps and other appliances 
to the mix, however, the estimated payback pe-
riod for a $30,000 solar system to power all those 

devices would be around four years with the cur-
rent 26% tax credit.

“Solar becomes more valuable when paired 
with technologies like these,” said Aggarwal.

The Inflation Reduction Act will make many 
of those technologies cheaper, too. Rebates for 
home electrification include up to $8,000 for a heat 
pump, which could cover about a third of the cost 
of some systems that heat and cool homes. The 
rebate of up to $1,750 for heat pump water heaters 
would cover the entire cost of several models. The 
$840 rebate for induction stoves would pay about 
two-thirds of the cost of many high-efficiency 
cook tops. There’s also a $4,000 rebate to upgrade 
a home’s electrical system, often necessary before 
solar and battery storage systems can be installed.

Households earning up to 150% of the me-
dian income in their area can claim a maximum 
of $14,000 in total rebates through Sept. 30, 2031. 
That means, for example, a family earning up to 
$105,150 in Macon, Georgia or $226,650 in San 
Francisco would qualify for the home electrifica-
tion program.

John Berger, chief executive officer of residen-
tial solar company Sunnova Energy International 
Inc., said he expects a potential bump of the solar 
tax credit to 30% would initially have a marginal 
impact on homeowners’ willingness to convert. 
“What’s driving consumers right now is power 
prices doubling and tripling and gasoline doing 
the same thing,” he said, adding that Sunnova 
customers are buying solar-and-battery storage 
systems as a hedge against weather-related power 
blackouts, especially as they work from home 
more often. Berger does think the 12-year exten-
sion of the tax credit would give companies the 
certainty they need to make bigger investments to 
lower solar energy costs.

That extension would also forestall what Aggar-
wal called “a run on the bank” by solar customers 
before existing tax credits expire in 2024. That kind 
of spike in demand would further exacerbate sup-
ply chain and labor constraints, triggering more 
price increases.

“This bill is a comprehensive, long term at-
tempt to help families and communities make the 
decision to go solar,” said Vote Solar’s Constan-
tine. “People’s decision to go solar affects other 
people’s decision to go solar; we see it as a kind of 
viral activity.”

The U.S. climate bill could make now the best time to go solar

Bloomberg photo by David Paul Morris.

A worker installs solar panels on the roof of a home in Lafayette, Calif., on May 15, 2018.

and production on new films 
stopped. Suddenly, the mall 
theaters were off-limits and 
the only safe place to go to the 
movies was the local drive-in. 
A new documentary, “Back to 
the Drive-in,” directed by April 
Wright, charts the unsteady 
course of these outdoor em-
poriums from the perspective 
of 11 very different drive-ins 
in eight states, including the 
Greenville Drive-in. Wright 
tracks the drive-in business 
from the preparations before 
customers arrive, to selling tick-
ets, opening the snack bar and 
getting the movie on the giant 
screen. Through an odd conflu-
ence of circumstances, drive-in 
theaters are thriving and strug-
gling.

Wright, who will admit only 
to being “over 30,” grew up in 
Chicago and remembers the 
thrill of seeing B-movies such 
as “Orca, the Killer Whale” 

(with Bo Derek) and “Grizzly,” 
about a giant man-eating bear 
devouring unlucky campers. 
She scouted as many drive-ins 
as she could to prepare for her 
new film.

“There are diverse types of 
drive-ins,” Wright said. “Some 
have been around since the 
1940s; others were built only 
three weeks ago. Some have 
seven screens; some have one 
big screen and no more.”

The Greenville Drive-In was 
chosen because, as Wright dis-
covered, “it brought the drive-
in back to life.” It offers unique 
gourmet foods as well as the 
staples of burgers, pizza and 
popcorn — and it has a bar.

“Greenville is always doing 
something special,” Wright 
said. “Some drive-ins will play 
some independent pictures, 
but with Greenville it’s a regu-
lar thing. They helped host the 
Woodstock Film Festival during 
the pandemic and it’s back this 
year.”

Dwight Grimm, who co-
owns the Greenville Drive-In 
with Leigh Van Swall, has 
known Wright since 2015 when 

he hosted her first film “Go-
ing Attractions: The Definitive 
Story of the American Drive-In 
Movie.” This acquaintance re-
united Wright and Grimm six 
years later.

“I believe her interest in us 
has to do with the fact that we 
represent one of the newer 
operators and that we deliber-
ately chose a different model 
from the majority of the other 
traditional drive-in theaters,” 
Grimm said Wednesday. “The 
Greenville Drive-In had to try 
something new,” Wright added.

Drive-ins are a rare treat 
these days. In the late 1950s 
when the theaters were at the 
peak of their drawing power, 
there were more than 4,000 
drive-ins in the United States. 
Their number has declined un-
til today, where there are about 
300 left, according to Comscore. 
The plot twist is that drive-ins 
are ideal for an age of social 
distancing and are worthy chal-
lengers to streaming.

“Back to the Drive-In” will be 
shown in Greenville on Sept. 10, 
two days after a special screen-
ing of the film at the Eastman 

Museum in Rochester. Grimm 
and Van Swall were invited to 
the screening to participate in a 
Q&A session.

“We hope that the somewhat 
prestigious nature of that venue 
and event will generate some 

interest locally,” Grimm said.
What does the future hold for 

the drive-in theater? Grimm of-
fered an answer.

“Outdoor storytelling is a pri-
mal human endeavor,” he said. 
“We’ve been telling each other 

stories under the stars since the 
beginning of time, so in some 
fashion or another that will 
continue. People will continue 
to watch movies outdoors and 
there will be businesses to serve 
that demand.”

Drive-in 
From A1

Beth Schneck Photography

The Greenville Drive-In hosts many private events, one reason it was selected for the new 
documentary “Back to the Drive-In,” directed by April Wright.

caused the wood chipper to 
separate from the truck and 
overturn in the middle of the 
road.

The wood chipper leaked 
diesel and hydraulic fluids. 
The truck came to rest par-
tially in a ditch and the car 
came to rest completely off 
the road.

Columbia County 911 sent 
Lebanon Valley Fire Com-
pany and Chatham Rescue 
Squad to the scene.

Fire officials requested 
that Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
respond because of the fluid 
leak.

Paramedics evaluated 
both drivers at the scene and 
both refused medical treat-
ment.

Debris from both vehicles 
littered both roads, which 
were closed to traffic while 
crews worked.

The car and truck were 
both towed from the scene. 
State police investigated.

Firefighters were on the 
scene for nearly 2 1/2 hours, 
returning to service at 3:01 
p.m.

New York became the 
first state to ban handheld 
cell phone use while driv-
ing, when the new law was 
implemented Nov. 1, 2001.

New York’s statewide dis-
tracted driving law states: 
“All drivers must use hands-
free devices when talking on 
cell phones. Text messaging, 
game playing, and similar 
usage of handheld electronic 
devices is prohibited for all 
drivers. Viewing, taking, or 
transmitting images is pro-
hibited for all drivers.”

Twenty-four states and 
Washington, D.C., now ban 
handheld cellphone use 
while driving. Forty-eight 

states and the District of Co-
lumbia banned texting while 
driving for all drivers.

A conviction for cell phone 
use of any kind while driv-
ing in New York State comes 
with a penalty of $50 to $150 
for the first offense, between 
$50 and $200 for the second 
offense, if within 18 months, 
and between $50 and $400 
for a third offense, within 18 
months. The driver will also 
be required to pay an addi-
tional surcharge of either $88 
or $93 depending on where 
the violation occurred, ac-
cording to New York State 
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles.

Crash 
From A1

Contributed photo

A wood chipper overturned, after it was separated from a truck, 
during a collision with a car in New Lebanon on Thursday.

thank-you message on so-
cial media following the fire: 
“Ghent Wood Products and 
the Meltz Family sincerely 
thanks the heroism and 
quick response of our dedi-
cated and loyal volunteer 
fire departments. Your quick 
actions resulted in quickly 
containing the fire in one of 
the kilns.”

They also thanked their 

employees, who assisted 
on Thursday: Nick Tipple, 
Tom Butts, Leonard Winters, 
Glenn Miller, Trevor Otty, 
Erik Hanson and T.J. Kenny.

Fire departments who 
assisted West Ghent at the 
scene included Ghent, Stot-
tville, Stuyvesant, Greenport 
and Stockport.

Also assisting at the scene 
were Greenport Rescue 
Squad and Columbia County 
Fire Coordinator’s Office.

All fire companies were 
back in service at 7:31 p.m.

Fire 
From A1

Bill Williams/Columbia-Greene Media

Six fire companies were at Ghent Wood Products on Thursday 
night, after a kiln caught fire.

Bill Williams/Columbia-Greene Media

Six fire companies were at Ghent Wood Products on Thursday 
night, after a kiln caught fire.
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MALTA — Governor Kathy 
Hochul announced the ground-
breaking for Hudson Valley 
Community College’s new 
STEM Education Center at the 
Hudson Valley Community 
College North extension cen-
ter located in New York State 
Energy Research and Devel-
opment Authority’s Saratoga 
Technology and Energy Park in 
Malta, Saratoga County. Once 
completed, the new two-story, 
14,500 square foot building will 
include state-of the-art labs for 
anatomy, biology, chemistry, 
microbiology, and physiology, 
as well as classrooms, student 
support space, and offices to 
serve approximately 1,100 stu-
dents.

The center is one part of the 
college’s $12.5 million HVCC 
North expansion project, which 
includes New York State invest-
ment of approximately $8.5 mil-
lion. In combination with reno-
vations to the college’s existing 
Training and Education Center 
for Semiconductor Manufactur-
ing and Alternative and Renew-
able Technologies TEC-SMART 
facility, the new STEM Educa-
tion Center is a key component 
of the college’s plans to increase 
access to education and work-
force training opportunities 
through new facilities, technol-
ogy, and instruction.

HVCC North, which is expect-
ed to be completed in Fall 2023, 
will create the space and re-
sources needed for more than 30 
degree and certificate programs, 
as well as non-credit, short-term 
workforce and professional 
education offerings. It will also 
broaden education and work-
force training opportunities in 
highly specialized and growing 

fields of healthcare, STEM, and 
skilled trades. HVCC North will 
allow the college to train hun-
dreds of graduates and address 
urgent industry needs—while 
keeping the workforce local and 
providing a significant econom-
ic boost for the Capital Region as 
the college trains a larger share 
of the workforce faster.

The project was supported by 
a $2.5 million Empire State De-
velopment capital grant recom-
mended by the Capital Region 
Economic Development Coun-
cil. Additionally, major contri-
butions to the project’s funding 
have been made by SUNY ($6 
million) and Saratoga County 
($1.5 million), as well as organi-
zations including GlobalFound-
ries, Northern Borders, and the 
Hearst Foundation.

Last summer, GlobalFound-
ries announced a $500,000 gift 
toward the project that will cre-
ate a Workforce Training and 
Apprenticeship Center at HVCC 
North. The gift will help upgrade 
the college’s existing facilities 
and create new ones, including 
an advanced Radio Frequency/

Vacuum Technology Laborato-
ry, an innovative Mechatronics 
laboratory, and the moderniza-
tion of the Clean Room Labora-
tory currently located at TEC-
SMART.

U.S. Congressman Paul 
Tonko has also named the 
HVCC North project as one of 
15 FY2023 Community Funding 
Projects that he recently sub-
mitted for funding of $2,065,000 
to the House Committee on Ap-
propriations for federal funding 
contributions.

Assemblymember John T. 
McDonald III, RPh said, “The 
new Hudson Valley Community 
College STEM Education Center 
is a tremendous investment in 
emerging technologies of the 
future. Thank you to Governor 
Kathy Hochul, Congressman 
Tonko, Hudson Valley Commu-
nity College, and all of the part-
ners who are working to ensure 
that New York is at the forefront 
of STEM education and can de-
velop the workforces necessary 
to bring new ideas and prog-
ress to the fields of healthcare, 
STEM, and the skilled trades”

Governor Hochul announces 
groundbreaking for Hudson Valley 

Community College’s new $12.5 
million STEM education center

PHOTO COURTESY OF HUDSON VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Ground breaking of HVCC Malta.

100% FINANCING        

 APPROVAL**
 12 MONTHS

**

INTEREST FREE FINANCING

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH AUGUST 31ST

OR

*Hearing test is always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper 

amplification needs only, not a medical exam.**Financing options may not be combined. 
See stores for details. Available through 08/31/2022.

1-888-387-3068

WE WILL CUSTOM PROGRAM A PAIR WHILE YOU ARE 
HERE, SO YOU CAN HEAR THE DIFFERENCE!

 Don’t miss this amazing offer!

•FREE* Complete Electronic Hearing Test - This audiometric evaluation       

will precisely show you what you’ve been missing.

•FREE* Video Otoscope Ear Inspection - This show-all picture of your ear 
canal is displayed on a color TV monitor.

•FREE Package of Hearing Aid Batteries - If you now wear a hearing aid,     

you will receive one free package of hearing aid batteries. If we test your hearing 

you will receive another free package.

•FREE In-Office Repairs - All in-office hearing aid repairs shall be free...      
and factory repairs, regardless of make or model, shall be 50% off.

WANTED
30 GRANDPARENTS 
that want to hear their grandchildren.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED AND WISH TO BE INCLUDED, 

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT!
PEOPLE WILL BE SELECTED BY AUGUST 12TH

CODE: MU205157

HEALTH 
NOTIFICATION

Are You Hard of Hearing?
A  major name brand hearing aid provider wishes to field 
test a remarkable new digital hearing instrument in the 

area. This offer is free of charge and you are under no 

obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital instruments use the 

latest technology to comfortably and almost invisibly 

help you hear more clearly. This technology solves the 

“stopped up ears” and “head in a barrel” sensation 

some people experience.

Miracle-Ear MINI™ 
Hearing Aids

If you wish to participate, you will be required to have your hearing tested in our office 
FREE OF CHARGE* to determine candidacy and review your results with the hearing 

instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so desire, at a tremendous 

savings for participating in this field test. Special testing will be done to determine the 
increased benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise environment, 
accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit. This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if 

hearing help is available for your hearing loss and to get help at a very affordable price.

Limit one per customer. Must be 60 or older to qualify. 
Not redeemable for cash. Hearing evaluation must be 

performed. Not valid with test/purchase in last 6 months.
While supplies last. Expires 08/12/2022.

WALMART Gift Card

$20
FREE

BETTER HEARING EVENT!
August 8th - August 12th

We have a factory trained specialist ready 
to help you start your hearing journey. 

2 
FOR

$895
Limit one coupon per patient at the promotional price during event 

dates only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Does not apply 
to prior purchases. Valid on MINI Solution 1 only. 

Expires 08/12/2022.

RHINEBECK
8 Garden Street

meoffer.me/rhinebeck

CATSKILL
Grandview Plaza

32 Grandview Plaza
meoffer.me/catskill

KINGSTON
Office Depot Plaza

11 Boices Lane
meoffer.me/kingston

HIGHLAND
Lloyd Park Executive Suites

550 Route 299, Suite 5
meoffer.me/highland

FREE SERVICE ON ALL

HEARING AID BRANDS,

MAKES, AND MODELS!

Food Vendors

Wanted

Food Vendors

Wanted

For more information contact Patricia Bulich

OR

For more information contact Rhona Schiffres

Email pmckenna@registerstar.com or Call 315-661-2413

Email rschiffres@columbiagreenemedia.com
or Call 845-656-7424 or 315-661-2513

HudsonValley360.com
Powered by Register-Star and The Daily Mail

Noon - 6pm • Dutchman’s Landing Park, Catskill

September 17, 2022



Sports & Classifieds B
SECTIONMets win

Tyler Naquin hits two of Mets’ four HRs  

in victory over Atlanta. Sports, B2

Tim Martin, Sports Editor: 1-518-828-1616 ext. 2538 / sports@registerstar.com or sports@thedailymail.net
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Greg Cote
Miami Herald

MIAMI — The NFL’s 
new system of enforcing 
its personal conduct pol-
icy debuted with the De-
shaun Watson case, and if 
the whole thing seems just 
a little bit convoluted, well, 
it isn’t. It is a lot convo-
luted! Like, almost laugh-
out-loud weird — mostly 
because it was collectively 
bargained and somehow 
agreed to by both the 
league and its players as-
sociation.

To summarize, the sys-
tem changed so NFL com-
missioner Roger Goodell 
would no longer be judge, 
jury and executioner with 
sole authority to deter-
mine suspensions or other 
punishment for players 
whose behavior sullied the 
NFL shield and almighty 
Integrity Of The League.

So in came a new title, 
“chief disciplinary offi-
cer,” and the league ap-
pointed Sue L. Robinson, a 

retried federal judge. Start-
ing with Watson — only 
one of the biggest, most 
salacious and dragged-
out player scandals in re-
cent memory — she, not 
Goodell, would investigate 
and rule, and her finding 
would be final.

Sort of. OK, not really!
Turns out Goodell still 

has the final say, if he 
wants it.

In effect, the “chief dis-
ciplinary officer” now does 
all the leg work, makes a 
ruling, and then Goodell 
can sit back and say, 
“Nope. Bad ruling,” bang 
a metaphoric gavel and do 
whatever the hell he want-
ed in the first place.

Here’s the punch-
line: Goodell determines 
whether he himself or a 
designee makes the ul-
timate decision that will 
be final and binding. Re-
ports Thursday were that 
he planned to appoint a 
hand-picked designee. 

Browns’ Watson 
still faces major 

NFL ban
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NFL commissioner Roger Goodell looks on before the Las 
Vegas Raiders play against the Los Angeles Chargers at 
SoFi Stadium on Oct. 4 in Inglewood, California.

Cindy Boren
The Washington Post

The nine-year sentence given 
to WNBA star Brittney Griner on 
Thursday was not a shock to legal 
observers who had closely followed 
the case and the Russian criminal 
justice system, but it still unnerved 
many, with Griner’s friends and 
colleagues reacting with shock and 
outrage.

Griner made a tearful plea just 

before a Russian court found her 
guilty on Thursday of trying to bring 
illegal drugs into the country, say-
ing she “made an honest mistake 
and I hope that in your ruling, that 
it doesn’t end my life here.” But it 
made no difference as the judge 
handed down a harsh but basi-
cally preordained nine-year sen-
tence and fined the 31-year-old star 
basketball player 1 million rubles 
(around $16,300). She had pleaded 

guilty last month to carrying vape 
cartridges with cannabis oil into the 
country

“Free BG” echoed on Twitter and 
among sports stars.

Kendrick Perkins, a former NBA 
player who now works for ESPN, 
tweeted, “Jesus Christ! This ain’t 
right man . . . bring BG home.” Isaiah 
Thomas, a former NBA star, echoed 
that. “No way they did that to BG!!!! 
No way!!!! God be with her please,” 

he tweeted.
While the most likely resolution 

of her case continues to rest with 
diplomatic bargaining between the 
United States and Russia, Griner’s 
lawyers begin the appeal process.

“#FreeBrittneyGriner we will not 
stop advocating for your release,” 
Dawn Staley, the Hall of Fame 
women’s coach at South Carolina, 

EVGENIA NOVOZHENINA/POOL/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

U.S. Women’s National Basketball Association basketball player Brittney Griner, who was detained at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo airport and later charged with 
illegal possession of cannabis, waits for the verdict inside a defendants’ cage during a hearing in Khimki outside Moscow, on Thursday.

Stefan Bondy
New York Daily News

From worst to first?
The Jets’ pitiful defense ranked 

at the bottom last season in nearly 
every key category, most notably 
points and yards allowed, which be-
came the largest stain on coach Rob-
ert Saleh’s rookie campaign.

With offseason upgrades in mul-
tiple positions, a repeat from Gang 
Green’s defense would be unaccept-
able. And DT Sheldon Rankins has 
them completely flipping the script.

“I think the expectations, to a 
man, have to be to be the best de-
fense in the league,” Rankins said. 
“If we look at anything else or we put 
any other goal out there, we’re sell-
ing ourselves short. What’s the point 
of showing up to the race if you’re 
going to say, ‘Oh, third is cool?’”

It’s more of a pipe dream than a 
realistic goal. Rankins even acknowl-
edged he’s simply trying to speak 
something into existence, referenc-
ing how Usain Bolt’s opponents 
wouldn’t concede defeat before the 
race.

Still, there are reasons for opti-
mism. Or, at least there are reasons 
to believe the Jets’ defense will be 
much different from last year’s dud. 
Joe Douglas revamped the second-
ary with the acquisitions of Jordan 

Jets defense 
setting the 
bar high 
heading 
into new 
season

Kristie Ackert
New York Daily News

NEW YORK — Matt Car-
penter never thought he 
would make it back. The in-
fielder could not figure out 
his swing. He went 1 for 3 on 
Oct. 3, 2021 against the Cubs 
and the veteran Cardinals in-
fielder walked out of Busch 
Stadium for what he figured 
would be his last time.

“The major leagues is a 
tough place to be when you’re 
not at your best and when 
you’re up at the plate search-
ing for your swing and not 
full of a ton of confidence,” 
Carpenter said. “It’s a tough 
place to be in and that’s kind 
of the spot I was in the last 
couple seasons.”

A three-time All-Star and 
career .263/.369/.457 hitter 
who hit 36 homers in 2018, 
left St. Louis after hitting un-
der .200 and with seven hom-
ers in 180 games over his last 
two seasons.

But the lefty-hitting Car-
penter kept searching for 
that swing even after many 
thought he might be done. 
The 36-year-old revamped 
his swing to get the bat a more 
level path and more time 
through the zone and focused 
on pulling the ball more. He 
has also benefited from land-
ing with the Yankees and be-
ing a savvy veteran in a lineup 
where pitchers are more likely 
to challenge him than Aar-
on Judge, Anthony Rizzo or 
Giancarlo Stanton.

The turnaround is dramat-
ic as he returns with the Yan-
kees for a three-game series in 
Busch Stadium this weekend 
where he says he left with no 
regrets.

“When you play for as long 
as I did at a place like that you 
always think that you’re go-
ing to finish your career there, 
but it just didn’t work out,” 
Carpenter said. “As far as re-
grets I have zero regrets of the 
way that my time in St. Louis 

went. The memories that I 
made, the friendships that I 
made, the success that we had 
as a team and also that I had 
individually. I raised a fam-
ily there. My kids were born 
there and it’s just nothing but 
great memories.

“I have nothing to be 
ashamed of or sad about.”

Carpenter returns to face 
the team that he played 
most of his career for hitting 
.322/.435/.791 with a 1.226 
OPS and 15 home runs as a 
key member of the ‘22 Bomb-
ers.

“I think he’s back to be-
ing the All Star-level hitter 
that he’s been for most of his 
career,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. “He’s got 
a great approach, great eye 
at the plate and he controls 
the strike zone. When you do 
that you usually get yourself 
in a good position. More of-
ten than not, you’re going to 
get yourself in good counts 
because you’re controlling 

the strike zone, and then he’s 
got the swing that allows him 
to handle mistakes, whether 
they’re secondary pitches or 
good fastballs.”

After leaving St. Louis, 
Carpenter signed a minor 
league deal with the Rangers 
and played for over a month 
in Triple-A Round Rock. The 
Yankees had scouted him in 
spring training and liked the 
underlying numbers they saw 
from his minor league time. 
Shortly after Carpenter opted 
out of his contract, the Bomb-
ers were looking for a lefty bat.

Carpenter is taking ad-
vantage of the lineup he is in 
and the place he plays. With 
the notorious short porch in 
right field at Yankee Stadium, 
Carpenter’s swing fits per-
fectly. He’s pulling the ball 
more than he ever has in his 
career, over half of his bat-
ted balls (55.4%) are pulled to 
the right-field side of the dia-
mond.

It makes his return a little 

sweeter, not bittersweet. Car-
penter comes back with noth-
ing but love and appreciation 
for the city, fans, organization 
and former teammates. In 
fact his only regret is that for 
all the work he put in while 
with the Cardinals the results 
did not come those last two 
years.

“From my own standpoint, 
I mean, I’m certainly glad I’m 
playing well, and I’m certainly 
glad that I’m on the best team 
in baseball and get an oppor-
tunity to play for a champion-
ship,” Carpenter said. “But I 
don’t have any ill will to where 
I’m coming in and almost 
want to stick it to fans, like 
that’s not where my mindset 
is. I mean I would have loved 
to have played at this level the 
last two seasons. I’ve worked 
like crazy to do it, just didn’t 
happen.

“And, you know, for what-
ever reason, it’s happening 
now and I’m thankful for it.”

Carpenter returns to St. Louis as a 
key member of the Yankees

Griner 
sentence 
brings outrage 
and cries of 
‘Free BG’
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Matt Carpenter (24) of the New York Yankees watches his two-run home run in the first inning as 
Max Stassi (33) of the Los Angeles Angels looks on at Yankee Stadium on May 31.
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ML Baseball

AMERICAN LEAGUE
East

 W L Pct GB
NY Yankees 70 36 .660 —
Toronto 58 46 .558 11.0
Tampa Bay 56 49 .533 13.5
Baltimore 54 51 .514 15.5
Boston 53 53 .500 17.0

Central
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 55 49 .529 —
Cleveland 54 51 .514 1.5
Chi. White Sox 53 51 .510 2.0
Detroit 42 65 .393 14.5
Kansas City 41 64 .390 14.5

West
 W L Pct GB
Houston 69 38 .645 —
Seattle 57 49 .538 11.5
Texas 46 58 .442 21.5
LA Angels 44 61 .419 24.0
Oakland 41 66 .383 28.0

Wednesday’s games
Tampa Bay 3, Toronto 2
Seattle 7, NY Yankees 3
Minnesota 4, Detroit 1
Baltimore 6, Texas 3
Houston 6, Boston 1
Chi. White Sox 4, Kansas City 1
Oakland 3, LA Angels 1

Thursday’s games
Oakland 8, LA Angels 7
Houston 6, Cleveland 0
Tampa Bay 6, Detroit 2
Toronto at Minnesota, 7:40 p.m.
Chi. White Sox at Texas, 8:05 p.m.
Boston at Kansas City, 8:10 p.m.

Friday’s games
Houston (Valdez 9-4) at Cleveland (TBD), 7:10 
p.m.
Tampa Bay (Kluber 7-6) at Detroit (Garcia 0-0), 
7:10 p.m.
Chi. White Sox (Cease 11-4) at Texas (Otto 4-7), 
8:05 p.m.
Toronto (Berrios 8-4) at Minnesota (Mahle 5-7), 
8:10 p.m.
Boston (Winckowski 4-5) at Kansas City (Gre-
inke 3-6), 8:10 p.m.
LA Angels (Sandoval 3-7) at Seattle (Ray 8-8), 
10:10 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East

 W L Pct GB
NY Mets 67 38 .638 —
Atlanta 63 43 .594 4.5
Philadelphia 56 48 .538 10.5
Miami 48 57 .457 19.0
Washington 36 70 .340 31.5

Central
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 57 48 .543 —
St. Louis 56 48 .538 .5
Pittsburgh 43 62 .410 14.0
Cincinnati 42 62 .404 14.5
Chi. Cubs 41 62 .398 15.0

West
 W L Pct GB
LA Dodgers 72 33 .686 —
San Diego 61 47 .565 12.5
San Francisco 51 55 .481 21.5
Arizona 46 58 .442 25.5
Colorado 47 61 .435 26.5

Wednesday’s games
Philadelphia 3, Atlanta 1
NY Mets 9, Washington 5
Miami 3, Cincinnati 0
Pittsburgh 8, Milwaukee 7
Chi. Cubs at St. Louis, PPD
San Diego 9, Colorado 1
LA Dodgers 3, San Francisco 0

Thursday’s games
Pittsburgh 5, Milwaukee 4, 10 innings
St. Louis 4, Chi. Cubs 3
LA Dodgers 5, San Francisco 3
Colorado 7, San Diego 3
NY Mets 6, Washington 4
Washington at Philadelphia, 7:05 p.m.
Chi. Cubs at St. Louis, 7:45 p.m.

Friday’s games
Miami (Neidert 0-1) at Chi. Cubs (Steele 4-7), 
2:20 p.m.
Washington (Gray 7-7) at Philadelphia (Gibson 
6-4), 7:05 p.m.
Atlanta (Anderson 9-6) at NY Mets (Walker 9-2), 
7:10 p.m.
Cincinnati (Dugger 0-0) at Milwaukee (Lauer 
7-3), 8:10 p.m.
Colorado (Marquez 6-9) at Arizona (Bumgarner 
6-10), 9:40 p.m.
San Diego (Manaea 6-5) at LA Dodgers (Gonso-
lin 12-1), 10:10 p.m.

Interleague
Wednesday’s game

Cleveland 7, Arizona 4
Friday’s games

Pittsburgh (Keller 3-7) at Baltimore (Kremer 
3-3), 7:05 p.m.
NY Yankees (Cortes Jr. 9-3) at St. Louis (Hudson 
6-6), 8:15 p.m.

Pro football

NFL PRESEASON SCHEDULE
Hall of Fame Game
Thursday’s game
(at Canton, Ohio)

Las Vegas 27, Jacksonville 11

WEEK 1
Thursday, Aug. 11

N.Y. Giants at New England, 7 p.m.
Tennessee at Baltimore, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 12
Atlanta at Detroit, 6 p.m.
Cleveland at Jacksonville, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
Green Bay at San Francisco, 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 13
Kansas City at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Washington, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Buffalo, 4 p.m.
Seattle at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Miami at Tampa Bay, 7:30 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Denver, 9 p.m.
L.A. Rams at L.A. Chargers, 10 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 14
Minnesota at Las Vegas, 4:25 p.m.

WEEK 2
Thursday, Aug. 18

Chicago at Seattle (ESPN), 8 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 19

Carolina at New England, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Green Bay, 8 p.m.
Houston at L.A. Rams, 10 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 20
Denver at Buffalo, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Washington at Kansas City, 4 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville, 7 p.m.
Las Vegas at Miami, 7 p.m.
San Francisco at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Tennessee, 7 p.m.
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 10 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 21
Philadelphia at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Cincinnati at N.Y. Giants, 7 p.m.
Baltimore at Arizona (FOX), 8 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 22
Atlanta at N.Y. Jets (ESPN), 8 p.m.

WEEK 3
Thursday, Aug. 25

Green Bay at Kansas City, 8 p.m.
San Francisco at Houston (Prime Video), 8:15 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 26
Buffalo at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Dallas, 8 p.m.
L.A. Chargers at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
New England at Las Vegas, 8:15 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 27
Jacksonville at Atlanta, 3 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Cincinnati, 6 p.m.
Washington at Baltimore, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 7 p.m.
Arizona at Tennessee, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Indianapolis, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Denver, 9 p.m.

Sunday, Aug. 28
N.Y. Giants at N.Y. Jets, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Pittsburgh (CBS), 4:30 p.m.

CFL
East Division

 W L T Pts PF PA
Toronto 3 3 0 6 119 154
Hamilton 2 5 0 4 141 175
Montreal 2 6 0 4 211 228
Ottawa 1 6 0 2 152 178

West Division
 W L T Pts PF PA
Winnipeg 9 0 0 18 250 162
BC 5 1 0 10 208 121
Calgary 4 2 0 8 189 147
Saskatchewan 4 4 0 8 200 192
Edmonton 2 5 0 4 131 244

Thursday’s games
Winnipeg 35, Montreal 20

Friday’s games
Calgary at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday’s games
Hamilton at Toronto, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at BC, 10 p.m.

Thursday, Aug. 11
Montreal at Winnipeg, 8:30 p.m.

Friday, Aug. 12
Toronto at Hamilton, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 13
BC at Calgary, 7 p.m.
Saskatchewan at Edmonton, 10 p.m.

PGA TOUR
Wyndham Championship

Greensboro, N.C.
Purse: $7,300,000

Sedgefield Country Club (par 70, 7,131 
yards)

First Round
John Huh 29-32-61 (-9)
Sung-jae Im 33-30-63 (-7)
Peter Malnati 32-32-64 (-6)
Brandon Wu 32-32-64 (-6)
Rafael Cabrera Bello 32-33-65 (-5)
Michael Gligic 31-34-65 (-5)
Ben Kohles 31-34-65 (-5)
Ryan Moore 33-32-65 (-5)
Cameron Percy 30-35-65 (-5)
Alex Smalley 32-33-65 (-5)
Austin Smotherman 32-33-65 (-5)
Brian Stuard 31-34-65 (-5)
Aaron Wise 34-31-65 (-5)
Christiaan Bezuidenhout 34-32-66 (-4)
Ryan Brehm 35-31-66 (-4)
Jason Dufner 32-34-66 (-4)
Kramer Hickok 31-35-66 (-4)
Lee Hodges 34-32-66 (-4)
Kelly Kraft 34-32-66 (-4)
Anirban Lahiri 33-33-66 (-4)
Matthew NeSmith 34-32-66 (-4)
J.T. Poston 31-35-66 (-4)
Jason Day 32-35-67 (-3)
Brett Drewitt 33-34-67 (-3)
Brice Garnett 31-36-67 (-3)
Brian Harman 33-34-67 (-3)
Russell Henley 35-32-67 (-3)
Billy Horschel 36-31-67 (-3)
Mackenzie Hughes 34-33-67 (-3)
Zach Johnson 34-33-67 (-3)
Joohyung Kim 36-31-67 (-3)
Kyoung-hoon Lee 36-31-67 (-3)
Sebastian Munoz 33-34-67 (-3)
Davis Riley 34-33-67 (-3)
Sam Ryder 33-34-67 (-3)
Scott Stallings 30-37-67 (-3)
Nick Taylor 33-34-67 (-3)
Martin Trainer 34-33-67 (-3)
Kevin Tway 35-32-67 (-3)
Vincent Whaley 33-34-67 (-3)
Stewart Cink 32-36-68 (-2)
Bill Haas 35-33-68 (-2)
Tyrrell Hatton 34-34-68 (-2)
Harry Higgs 34-34-68 (-2)
Bo Hoag 32-36-68 (-2)
Charley Hoffman 36-32-68 (-2)
Satoshi Kodaira 37-31-68 (-2)
David Lipsky 34-34-68 (-2)
Max McGreevy 35-33-68 (-2)
Keith Mitchell 33-35-68 (-2)
Cheng-Tsung Pan 34-34-68 (-2)
Chez Reavie 34-34-68 (-2)
Doc Redman 30-38-68 (-2)
Rory Sabbatini 34-34-68 (-2)
Adam Scott 37-31-68 (-2)
Brendon Todd 33-35-68 (-2)
Jared Wolfe 36-32-68 (-2)
Austin Cook 33-36-69 (-1)
Joel Dahmen 35-34-69 (-1)
Harris English 35-34-69 (-1)
Doug Ghim 35-34-69 (-1)
Ben Griffin 34-35-69 (-1)
Chesson Hadley 34-35-69 (-1)
Stephan Jaeger 35-34-69 (-1)
Sung-Hoon Kang 32-37-69 (-1)
Si Woo Kim 33-36-69 (-1)
Martin Laird 32-37-69 (-1)
Hank Lebioda 36-33-69 (-1)
David Lingmerth 36-33-69 (-1)
Blake McShea 34-35-69 (-1)
Taylor Moore 33-36-69 (-1)
Henrik Norlander 34-35-69 (-1)
Scott Piercy 34-35-69 (-1)
Patrick Rodgers 31-38-69 (-1)
Adam Schenk 34-35-69 (-1)
Robert Streb 35-34-69 (-1)
Chris Stroud 32-37-69 (-1)
Vaughn Taylor 34-35-69 (-1)
Joseph Bramlett 34-36-70 (E)
Scott Brown 35-35-70 (E)
Jonathan Byrd 35-35-70 (E)
Kevin Chappell 34-36-70 (E)
Corey Conners 35-35-70 (E)
Joshua Creel 34-36-70 (E)
Luke Donald 34-36-70 (E)
Tyler Duncan 35-35-70 (E)
Lucas Glover 33-37-70 (E)
Christopher Gotterup 33-37-70 (E)
James Hahn 35-35-70 (E)
Cole Hammer 34-36-70 (E)
Nick Hardy 34-36-70 (E)
Jim Herman 36-34-70 (E)
Mark Hubbard 34-36-70 (E)
Russell Knox 34-36-70 (E)
Davis Love III 36-34-70 (E)
William McGirt 35-35-70 (E)
Andrew Novak 34-36-70 (E)
Andrew Putnam 32-38-70 (E)
Aaron Rai 35-35-70 (E)
Chad Ramey 35-35-70 (E)
Chase Seiffert 34-36-70 (E)
David Skinns 35-35-70 (E)
Roger Sloan 34-36-70 (E)
Adam Svensson 34-36-70 (E)
Callum Tarren 34-36-70 (E)
Dawie Van Der Walt 35-35-70 (E)
Harold Varner III 36-34-70 (E)
Richy Werenski 34-36-70 (E)
Aaron Baddeley 36-35-71 (+1)
Cameron Champ 38-33-71 (+1)
Rickie Fowler 36-35-71 (+1)
Patton Kizzire 36-35-71 (+1)
Shane Lowry 37-34-71 (+1)
Ben Martin 36-35-71 (+1)
Yannik Paul 37-34-71 (+1)
Taylor Pendrith 34-37-71 (+1)
Webb Simpson 34-37-71 (+1)
J.J. Spaun 34-37-71 (+1)
Michael Thompson 36-35-71 (+1)
Camilo Villegas 35-36-71 (+1)
Matt Wallace 36-35-71 (+1)
Will Zalatoris 36-35-71 (+1)
Kiradech Aphibarnrat 34-38-72 (+2)
Hayden Buckley 36-36-72 (+2)
Mickey DeMorat 34-38-72 (+2)
Robert Garrigus 35-37-72 (+2)
Tommy Gibson 36-36-72 (+2)
Justin Lower 38-34-72 (+2)
Denny McCarthy 34-38-72 (+2)
Trent Phillips 35-37-72 (+2)
Kevin Streelman 35-37-72 (+2)
Tommy Gainey 35-38-73 (+3)
Brandon Hagy 36-37-73 (+3)
Garrick Higgo 34-39-73 (+3)
Kevin Kisner 36-37-73 (+3)
Jim Knous 36-37-73 (+3)
Adam Long 34-39-73 (+3)
Grayson Murray 37-36-73 (+3)
Justin Rose 33-40-73 (+3)
Greyson Sigg 38-35-73 (+3)

LPGA
AIG Women’s Open
Gullane, Scotland
Purse: $7,300,000

Muirfield (par 71, 6,680 yards)
First Round

Hinako Shibuno 32-33-65 (-6)
Jessica Korda 34-32-66 (-5)
Louise  Duncan 35-32-67 (-4)
Gaby Lopez 35-32-67 (-4)
Celine Boutier 34-34-68 (-3)
In-gee Chun 34-34-68 (-3)
Jodi Ewart Shadoff 35-33-68 (-3)
Minjee Lee 36-32-68 (-3)
Maja Stark 33-35-68 (-3)
Hye Jin Choi 34-35-69 (-2)
Inbee Park 34-35-69 (-2)
Miyuu Yamashita 35-34-69 (-2)
Marina Alex 35-35-70 (-1)
Brittany Altomare 34-36-70 (-1)
Ashleigh Buhai 36-34-70 (-1)
Georgia Hall 35-35-70 (-1)
Brooke  Henderson 35-35-70 (-1)
Eun-Hee Ji 35-35-70 (-1)
A Lim Kim 35-35-70 (-1)
Nelly Korda 34-36-70 (-1)
Stephanie Kyriacou 36-34-70 (-1)
Wichanee Meechai 34-36-70 (-1)
Emily Kristine Pedersen 34-36-70 (-1)
So Yeon Ryu 35-35-70 (-1)
Madelene Sagstrom 34-36-70 (-1)
Casandra Alexander 36-35-71 (E)
Pajaree Anannarukarn 35-36-71 (E)
Perrine Delacour 35-36-71 (E)
Hannah Green 35-36-71 (E)
Mina Harigae 36-35-71 (E)
Nasa Hataoka 34-37-71 (E)
Alice Hewson 34-37-71 (E)
Charley Hull 34-37-71 (E)
Ariya Jutanugarn 35-36-71 (E)
In-Kyung Kim 35-36-71 (E)
Lydia Ko 35-36-71 (E)
Jeongeun Lee 36-35-71 (E)
Leona Maguire 35-36-71 (E)
Ryann O’Toole 34-37-71 (E)
Lee-Anne Pace 36-35-71 (E)
Ana Pelaez Trivino 36-35-71 (E)
Lizette Salas 33-38-71 (E)
Atthaya  Thitikul 37-34-71 (E)
Jennifer Chang 38-34-72 (+1)
Chella  Choi 38-34-72 (+1)
Carlota Ciganda 37-35-72 (+1)
Linn Grant 36-36-72 (+1)
Whitney  Hillier 37-35-72 (+1)
Kotone Hori 36-36-72 (+1)
Andrea Lee 35-37-72 (+1)
Xiyu Lin 35-37-72 (+1)
Sung Hyun Park 36-36-72 (+1)
Mao Saigo 35-37-72 (+1)
Sayaka Takahashi 37-35-72 (+1)
Rose  Zhang 35-37-72 (+1)
Aditi Ashok 37-36-73 (+2)
Lydia Hall 36-37-73 (+2)
Leonie Harm 36-37-73 (+2)
Mizuki Hashimoto 39-34-73 (+2)
Esther Henseleit 38-35-73 (+2)
Jung Min Hong 36-37-73 (+2)
Janie Jackson 38-35-73 (+2)

Anthony Rieber 
Newsday

NEW YORK — The Mets 
pulled out all the stops on 
Thursday night in a 6-4 win over 
Atlanta before 38,693 at Citi 
Field.

The NL East frontrunners hit 
four home runs against Atlanta 
starter Kyle Wright: two by new-
comer Tyler Naquin, one by 
new Citi Field fan favorite Dan-
iel Vogelbach and one by Pete 
Alonso.

Carlos Carrasco, who gave 
up three runs in six innings, ex-
tended his career best scoreless 
streak to 22 2/3 innings before 
allowing a run in the fifth.

Manager Buck Showalter 
went for the jugular when he 
called in Edwin Diaz to start the 
eighth for his first career six-out 
save.

Diaz struck out two in an 
11-pitch, nine-strike eighth.

Eddie Rosario led off the 
ninth with a single before Travis 
d’Arnaud hit a fly ball to right for 
the first out.

After a wild pitch, Diaz 
struck out Marcell Ozuna on 
a 100-mile per hour fastball. 
Diaz fell behind Orlando Arcia 
3-and-0 before before throw-
ing a 99-mph fastball that Ar-
cia tried to check his swing on. 
The ball hit his bat and trick-
led to the first-base side of the 
mound, where Diaz grabbed it 
and stepped on first for his 24th 
save.

The Mets might have come 
up short at the trade deadline in 
picking up the extra relief help 
their fans wanted, but Showal-
ter showed he doesn’t need an 
eighth-inning guy if Diaz is rest-
ed enough to go two.

With the All-Star break (and 
since he didn’t pitch in the All-
Star Game), Diaz had thrown 
only 4 1/3 innings in four ap-
pearances after a July 17 outing. 

So he was ready to go when 
Showalter needed him to help 
continue the Mets’ supremacy 
against the NL East. The Mets 
improved to 34-17 within the 
division.

The Mets increased their 
division lead to 41/2 over the 
defending World Series cham-
pions in the first game of a five-
game showdown series that 
includes a day-night double-
header on Saturday and con-
cludes with Jacob deGrom’s re-
turn to Citi Field on Sunday.

Alonso gave the Mets a 1-0 
lead in the first with a one-out 
RBI single to score Starling 
Marte, who had reached on an 
infield single and moved to sec-
ond on a walk to Francisco Lin-
dor.

Naquin made it 2-0 in the 
second with a home run to the 
back of the home bullpen in 

right-center for his first home 
run as a Met.

Wright (13-5, 3.22 ERA) 
walked Lindor again in the 
third, this time with two outs, 
and Alonso made him pay with 
a two-run bomb over the party 
deck in left-center.

Oh, it was a party all right, as 
Alonso’s 29th homer gave him 
91 RBIs and extended the lead 
to 4-0.

Vogelbach made it 5-0 by 
going back-to-back to right for 
his second Mets home run. Vo-
gelbach’s first one was a grand 
slam on Wednesday in Wash-
ington.

Carrasco, who came into the 
game with an 18 2/3 scoreless 
innings streak, threw shutout 
ball for the first four innings, al-
lowing one single and walking 
one.

Atlanta got to him with two 

outs in the fifth. Michael Harris 
II made it 5-1 with an RBI single 
that scored Travis d’Arnaud. 
Ronald Acuna Jr. followed with 
a two-run home run that went 
into the Home Run Apple in 
centerfield and shaved the 
Mets’ lead to 5-3.

Carrasco (12-4, 3.82 ERA) al-
lowed four hits with one walk 
and six strikeouts.

Naquin made it 6-3 in the 
sixth when he took a low pitch 
and drove it over the fence in 
left for his second home run of 
the night.

Atlanta again pulled to with-
in two on Harris’ two-out, RBI 
single off Adam Ottavino in the 
seventh. Lindor may have had 
a play on the ball up the middle 
had it not banged off second 
base and into centerfield. 

Tyler Naquin hits two of Mets’ 
four HRs in victory over Atlanta

BRAD PENNER/USA TODAY

New York Mets left fielder Tyler Naquin (25) watches his solo home run against the Atlanta Braves 
during the sixth inning at Citi Field on Thursday.

Field Level Media

Ramon Laureano drove in four runs and 
the Oakland Athletics survived seven solo 
home runs by the Los Angeles Angels – two by 
Shohei Ohtani – to win 8-7 in Anaheim, Calif., 
on Thursday.

The teams combined for nine homers, but 
the Athletics got two-run bombs from Seth 
Brown and Laureano and also capitalized on 
eight walks from Angels pitching. The Angels 
became the first team in MLB history to score 
seven or more runs in a game all on solo hom-
ers, according to STATS.

Oakland, which scored six runs in the third 
inning and two more in the fourth, won for the 
ninth time in its last 13 games in the rubber 
match of this three-game series. Los Angeles 
has lost five of seven.

Oakland starter Paul Blackburn (7-6) ended 
a seven-game winless drought, during which 
his ERA was 8.05, by surviving five innings. 
He gave up four runs on six hits – five for extra 
bases – and walked one. He struck out three.

Astros 6, Guardians 0
Justin Verlander allowed just two hits over 

six scoreless innings to record his major-
league-leading 15th win, lifting Houston over 
host Cleveland for its fifth win in eight games.

Verlander (15-3) struck out five batters and 
walked one en route to lowering his majors-
best ERA to 1.73. The two-time American 
League Cy Young Award recipient has allowed 
one earned run or none during each start of 
his seven-game winning streak.

Houston’s Chas McCormick and Martin 
Maldonado each belted a solo homer and 
drove in three runs. McCormick, who finished 
with three hits, served as the Astros’ right field-
er with Kyle Tucker sitting out due to a non-
COVID illness.

Pirates 5, Brewers 4 (10)
Bryan Reynolds ripped an RBI double in 

the 10th inning and scored on a wild pitch as 
Pittsburgh completed a three-game sweep of 
visiting Milwaukee.

After the Brewers scored in the top of the 
10th on a bases-loaded hit batsman, Reynolds 
doubled into the right-field corner to score 
Pirates automatic runner Tucupita Marcano. 
Pittsburgh loaded the bases on two inten-
tional walks and, with Michael Chavis at bat, 
Reynolds scored on a wild pitch by Matt Bush 
(2-2).

Pittsburgh’s Duane Underwood Jr. (1-3) 
picked up the win despite allowing the run in 
the 10th. Milwaukee starter Brandon Wood-
ruff allowed three runs (two earned) and eight 
hits in 6 1/3 innings, and Mike Brosseau and 
Victor Caratini each homered for the Brewers.

Cardinals 4, Cubs 3 
(Game 1)
Lars Nootbaar delivered an RBI single in 

the bottom of the ninth to lift St. Louis to a win 

against visiting Chicago in the opener of their 
doubleheader.

Erich Uelmen (0-1) issued back-to-back 
walks to Nolan Arenado and Paul DeJong with 
one out in the ninth before Nootbaar came 
through.

Nolan Gorman and Paul Goldschmidt hit 
back-to-back home runs and Brendan Don-
ovan had two hits for the Cardinals. St. Louis 
starter Miles Mikolas allowed three runs and 
eight hits in 6 1/3 innings.

Cardinals 7, Cubs 2 
(Game 2)
Tyler O’Neill hit a tiebreaking three-run 

homer in the seventh inning, powering St. 
Louis past visiting Chicago to complete a dou-
bleheader sweep.

The Cardinals have won six of their past 
seven games to pull into a first-place tie 
with the Milwaukee Brewers in the National 
League Central.

Jose Quintana held the Cubs to one run on 
one hit in six innings, Patrick Wisdom’s first-
inning homer, in his Cardinals debut. 

Dodgers 5, Giants 3
The bullpen picked up injured Clayton Ker-

shaw with five innings of one-run relief, help-
ing Los Angeles complete a four-game sweep 
over host San Francisco with a victory.

The Dodgers’ fifth straight win overall and 
eighth in a row versus the Giants since the All-
Star break might have been a costly one. Ker-
shaw, the All-Star Game starter, was removed 
from the game before the fifth inning with low 
back pain.

Kershaw missed more than a month bridg-
ing April and May earlier this season with SI 
joint inflammation in his lower spine. Ker-
shaw left with a 4-2 lead, having allowed a two-
run homer to Giants newcomer J.D. Davis in 
the second inning.

Rays 6, Tigers 2
Brandon Lowe homered and drove in three 

runs, Jeffrey Springs tossed six strong innings, 
and Tampa Bay defeated host Detroit.

Lowe had three hits, while Randy Aroza-
rena supplied four hits and drove in two runs. 
Yandy Diaz scored twice in the opener of a 
four-game series. Springs (4-3) limited the Ti-
gers to two unearned runs and four hits in six 
innings while recording six strikeouts.

Javier Baez led the Tigers with two hits and 
an RBI. Drew Hutchison (1-5) gave up four 
runs (two earned) and eight hits in six innings.

Phillies 5, Nationals 4 
(4 1/2 innings)
Alec Bohm hit a three-run homer in a rain-

shortened game as host Philadelphia defeated 
Washington. The game was delayed after the 
top of the fifth inning, and it was called slightly 
more than two hours later.

Rhys Hoskins added a solo home run and 
an RBI single for the Phillies, who have won 

seven of their past eight games. Noah Syn-
dergaard (6-8) allowed 11 hits and four runs 
in five innings in his Phillies debut after being 
acquired from the Los Angeles Angels before 
the trade deadline.

Yadiel Hernandez and Luke Voit each led 
the Nationals with two hits and an RBI. Paolo 
Espino (0-4) threw a four-inning complete 
game, giving up five runs on seven hits.

Rockies 7, Padres 3
Ryan McMahon homered and drove in five 

runs and Kyle Freeland held the Padres score-
less until the sixth inning as visiting Colorado 
defeated San Diego to avoid being swept in a 
five-game series.

McMahon smacked a three-run homer 
with two outs in the fifth inning and a two-run 
double with two outs in the third to lead Colo-
rado.

Blue Jays 9, Twins 3
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. hit a three-run home 

run to highlight a six-run eighth inning, lead-
ing Toronto to a victory over Minnesota in 
Minneapolis.

Teoscar Hernandez also homered for the 
Blue Jays, who improved to 9-3 since the All-
Star break. Bo Bichette had three hits, includ-
ing a pair of doubles, and scored twice. Whit 
Merrifield, making his Blue Jays debut after 
being obtained in a deadline-day deal with 
Kansas City, contributed two hits, a run and 
an RBI.

Royals 7, Red Sox 3
Salvador Perez’s three-run, line-drive hom-

er capped a four-run seventh inning as host 
Kansas City defeated Boston in the opener of 
a four-game series.

Perez collected four RBIs on the night. His 
home run was reviewed after the ball ap-
peared to hit the wall below the railing, but 
the call stood. Boston manager Alex Cora was 
ejected when he emerged from the dugout to 
argue the call.

Prior to Perez’s blast, Bobby Witt Jr. singled 
home the go-ahead run. Taylor Clarke (3-1), 
who blew a save opportunity, was the winning 
pitcher. Darwinzon Hernandez (0-1) took the 
loss after allowing four runs in the seventh. 
Eric Hosmer, who starred for the Royals from 
2011-17, made his Red Sox debut, going 0-for-
3 with a walk.

Rangers 3, White Sox 2
Meibrys Viloria and Marcus Semien drove 

in seventh-inning runs as Texas held off Chi-
cago in Arlington, Texas.

Jonathan Hernandez pitched a clean ninth 
inning for his second save. Brock Burke (6-2), 
who came on in relief of Texas starter Cole Ra-
gans, picked up the win. Ragans gave up just 
an unearned run on three hits and four walks 
in five innings during his major league debut.

MLB roundup: Angels hit 7 home runs, lose 8-7 to A’s
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Alex Coffey
The Philadelphia Inquirer

PHILADELPHIA — In his first week of taking 
swings and throwing since getting three pins re-
moved from his left thumb, Bryce Harper said he 
has felt pain-free. His priority is to get his swing 
going so he can get back in the Phillies lineup and 
hopes to return by “September-ish,” but is reluc-
tant to put a firm timeline.

“It’s been good,” Harper said on Thursday. “Be-
ing able to get the pins out kind of opened things 
up for me to do what I needed to to get through 
the week and then get into this next week. To pre-
pare me to come back. So, being able to throw the 
baseball again, catch the baseball again, my work-
out’s changed a little bit just so I can grip a little bit 
more, and things like that.”

The 2021 MVP has been sidelined since June 26 
when he was placed on the 10-day injured list with 
a left thumb fracture after getting hit on the hand 
by a fastball thrown by the Padres’ Blake Snell. He 
had three pins inserted in his thumb on July 5 and 
had them removed on Monday. Harper was back 
in the batting cage taking swings that same day.

It hasn’t been a lot of swings -- Harper took 20 
off the tee on Monday, 20 swings on Tuesday and 
20 swings on Wednesday, but feels good.

Harper said if he starts to feel pain in his thumb, 
he won’t hit. But as long as he feels fine, he’ll keep 
swinging. The removal of the pins in Harper’s left 
thumb also enabled him to start a throwing pro-
gram. Prior to his injury on June 26, Harper had 
been the everyday DH after suffering a small tear 
in the ulnar collateral ligament of his right elbow. 
Because Harper bats left, he was able to continue 
hitting.

But once he was hit by Snell’s pitch, Harper was 
unable to contribute on ether side of the field.

Harper said he’s playing “light catch,” but said 
hitting is his main focus.

“Just super light,” Harper said of throwing. 

“Started on a knee about a week ago, maybe five 
feet, and progressed from there. We’re back out 
to about 40 feet right now, standing up, just very 
light. Like I said, we’ll progress from there. That’s 
kind of on the back burner for me right now. I just 
want to get back in the lineup, get my swing go-
ing.”

The last time Harper tested his arm it didn’t feel 
right. So far, he feels no pain while throwing, but 
said he’ll get a better sense of where he’s at as he 
starts to increase his workload.

“I don’t feel it at all, pain wise,” he said. “But like 

I said, it’s such a lob toss, it’s kind of like I’m throw-
ing wiffle balls to my kid, right. So I mean, it’s very 
easy. But not having pain is a big thing for me. You 
guys will know more once I scoot back and start 
letting it throw a little bit more. But like I said, it’s 
kind of on the back burner for me.

“I want to get back in the lineup. I want to get 
back in there to start hitting, so I’m not really quick 
to get back on a throwing (program) as quickly 
as possible, because I really want to it to heal so I 
don’t have to do anything in the offseason, like go 
under the knife or anything like that.”

Harper also had praise president of baseball 
operations Dave Dombrowski for his trade dead-
line acquisitions of center fielder Brandon Marsh 
and starting pitcher Noah Syndergaard from the 
Angels and reliever David Robertson from the 
Cubs.

“I thought it was great,” Harper said. “I think 
people don’t like the way Dave (Dombrowski) 
works because he works under the radar a little 
bit, he’s always been that way and I kind of like 
that, because nobody kind of knows what we’re 
going to do. So being able to see what we did do, he 
added what we needed. He got the starting pitcher 
that we needed, the center fielder that we needed, 
and a bullpen guy. Marsh ‘super stoked’ to join 
Phillies

Marsh was in the Phillies clubhouse on Thurs-
day afternoon, introducing himself to new team-
mates and preparing for his Phillies debut. Inter-
im manager Rob Thomson penciled Marsh into 
the nine-hole against the Nationals.

“It’s very very exciting, it’s a blessing to be here, 
super excited and I met the guys and staff today,” 
he said. “It’s been nothing short of what I expect-
ed. So it’s been awesome.”

Marsh, who was acquired in a trade with the 
Angels for Double-A catching prospect Logan 
O’Hoppe, said he was a little shocked when he 
heard news of the deal, but is ready to join a pen-
nant race.

“I wasn’t expecting it too, too much,” he said. 
“Because every year I feel like guys are thrown into 
trade talks. So finally went through with one this 
year. And I’m super stoked and super excited to 
get things rolling here in Philly.” Extra bases

Second baseman Jean Segura, who was placed 
on the injured list on June 1 with a fracture of his 
right index finger, was reinstated from the 60-day 
injured list on Thursday and is in the lineup. ... 
Pitcher Kyle Gibson was activated from the be-
reavement list. 

Phillies’ Harper: No pain throwing but focused on getting his ‘swing going’

Field Level Media

Detroit Tigers star Miguel Cabrera 
said Thursday that he will consider re-
tirement following the season due to 
right knee pain.

The 39-year-old designated hitter 
told reporters that the pain has been 
persistent in recent weeks.

Cabrera has one season remaining 
on an eight year, $248 million contract. 
The two-time American League MVP is 
set to earn $32 million in 2023.

“I’ve got to talk to my agent, I’ve got 
to talk to the GM, I’m got to talk to ev-
erybody (and) see what’s going to be 

the plan for next year,” Cabrera said 
before Detroit’s 6-2 loss to the visiting 
Tampa Bay Rays on Thursday. “Right 
now we don’t know. We’re focused on 
today. We’re going to go day by day and 
see what happens. I don’t think about 
next year. I’m thinking about trying to 
finish healthy this year.”

Cabrera stated earlier this season 
that he planned to play next season. 
But the recent knee soreness has led to 
a decline in production.

Cabrera was batting .308 in 69 games 
through July 6. Since then, he is hitting 
just .125 (9-for-72) with one homer in 
21 games after going hitless in four 

at-bats on Thursday. He is hitless in his 
past 23 at-bats.

“The last three weeks, it’s hurt more,” 
Cabrera said. “I’ve had that problem for 
the last three or four years. Right now, 
I’m trying to get more training. I got to 
deal with it.”

Now Cabrera, a four-time batting 
champion, never knows if he will be 
able to play on a certain day. On Thurs-
day, he was able to serve as the desig-
nated hitter and bat third for Detroit.

“You’ve got to understand your 
body,” Cabrera said. “I understand my 
body and I understand my position 
now on this team. I’m OK. I’m going 

to keep working. Every time they give 
me a chance to play I’m going to go out 
there and do my best. That’s the bot-
tom line. That’s what matters. And it’s 
an opportunity for young guys here to 
get more at-bats and see what we’ve got 
for next year.”

Overall, Cabrera is batting .268 with 
four homers, nine doubles and 36 RBIs 
this season.

He experienced a career highlight 
this season when he recorded his 
3,000th hit on April 23 against the Colo-
rado Rockies. The hit made Cabrera the 
seventh player in major league history 
with 3,000 hits and 500 homers.

Cabrera also was named to the All-
Star Game by commissioner Rob Man-
fred as a Legends Selection. It marked 
the 12th All-Star selection for Cabrera.

Cabrera’s many accomplishments 
in his 15 seasons with the Tigers in-
clude winning the 2012 Triple Crown 
when he batted .330 with 44 homers 
and 139 RBIs.

Overall, Cabrera has 3,074 hits, 506 
homers, 1,840 RBIs and a .309 average 
in 2,677 games in 20 seasons with the 
then-Florida Marlins (2003-07) and Ti-
gers. He was part of the Marlins’ 2003 
World Series title club.

Tigers legend Miguel Cabrera (knee) will consider retirement

YONG KIM/THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

Bryce Harper is focused on regaining his swing more than his throwing arm as he works his way back 
from injury.
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At the age of 104, Helen Tomlin is 

the “oldest resident” of the FASNY 

Firemen’s Home. Her family admits 

that she’s done “a lot of living” in 

those years.  Her family and friends 

showed their love and appreciation on 

her birthday July 24. They organized 

an outdoor party for her and treated 

everyone to cake and cupcakes.  The 

Firemen’s Home in Hudson is where 

she has lived for more than a decade. 

Helen spent most of her life “farming, 

nursing and taking care of kids,” 

according to a family member. 

Learn more about Helen on 
Hudson Valley 360 

www.hudsonvalley360.com/lanceslens

La
nc
e’s

Lance’s Lens is a weekly feature that 

puts a spotlight on local people and 

events that you may have missed!

Helen Tomlin
August 6, 2022



Steve Hewitt
Boston Herald

BOSTON — Jackie Bradley Jr.’s 
second stint with the Red Sox is re-
portedly over.

The Red Sox are designating Brad-
ley Jr. for assignment, according to 

multiple reports and first reported by 
the Boston Globe.

Bradley Jr. spent his first eight ma-
jor league seasons with the Red Sox 
before leaving in free agency to join 
the Milwaukee Brewers last season. 
Boston reacquired the outfielder 

shortly before the Major League 
Baseball lockout went into effect 
last December in the trade that sent 
Hunter Renfroe to Milwaukee.

The Red Sox hoped to improve 
their outfield defense with the move, 
and while Bradley Jr. provided 

stability, he continued to be a liability 
offensively. He was batting .210 with 
a .578 OPS, although his home splits 
were much better with a .288 average 
and .785 OPS at Fenway Park.

With the trade deadline acquisi-
tion of outfielder Tommy Pham, 

there seemed to be no room for Brad-
ley Jr. to get regular playing time. The 
outfield going forward will be Pham 
in left, Jarren Duran in center and 
Alex Verdugo in right, and the Red 
Sox hope Kike Hernandez can return 
some time this month. 

Red Sox designate Jackie Bradley Jr. for assignment

Imagine how that decision 
played out ...

Commissioner Goodell: 
“Let’s see, do I want to take on 
this decision myself and for-
ever be the bad guy in Cleve-
land? Or do I want to appoint 
an “independent” designee 
Roger winks to himself who is 
like-minded and will do what I 
wish but take all the heat?”

Commissioner Goodell 
looking in the mirror: “Great 
question, Rog. Let me think 
about that over lunch.”

So here we are.

Justice works in strange 
ways, if it works at all, and the 
NFL is the new example.

Thanks to these convoluted 
machinations the NFL Play-
ers Association astonishingly 
agreed to that took the punish-
ment-power out of Goodell’s 
hands (but not really), De-
shaun Watson may yet get a 
penalty closer to what he de-
serves, after all.

Which puts many of us in 
the squirmy position of not re-
ally wanting Goodell to have 
all of this power but glad in 
this case that he does.

The six-game suspension 
handed Watson by Robinson 
on Monday hit immediately 
like a travesty of lenience. 

A wrist-slap beyond insult-
ing to the 25 women who had 
stepped forward in civil law-
suits and alleged Watson’s 
sexual abuse and other creepy 
improprieties during massage 
sessions in 2020 and ‘21 while 
with Houston.

What galled was that the 
investigation found Watson 
guilty. It did not exonerate 
him even if the light sentence 
made it feel like that.

Robinson in her 16-page 
report wrote that the NFL had 
fulfilled “its burden to prove, 
by a preponderance of the 
evidence, that Mr. Watson en-
gaged in sexual assault as de-
fined by the NFL against the 
four therapists identified in 

the report.”
She also ruled that Watson’s 

behavior “undermines ... the 
integrity of the NFL,” and that 
his “predatory conduct cast 
a negative light on the league 
and ts players.” She further 
noted the QB’s “lack of ex-
pressed remorse.”

So why the wrist-slap six-
game ban? Robinson, in a 
gut-punch to sexual assault 
survivors everywhere, differ-
entiated between violent and 
non-violent sexual conduct.

So the star quarterback 
the NFL found guilty of mul-
tiple sexual assaults gets to 
be mobbed for autographs 
and selfies at a Browns prac-
tice this week, miss barely 

one-third of a season and then 
go about collecting his $230 
million guaranteed contract. 
Almost like none of it ever 
happened.

Enter Roger Goodell, hero-
ically galloping in on a white 
steed (an image lending bene-
fit of doubt to the idea Goodell 
as ever stepped up onto a 
horse).

The NFL, in failed settle-
ment talks, had sought an in-
definite suspension of at least 
one full season for Watson, 
along with a fine previously 
reported to be around $8 mil-
lion, and treatment for the 
what led to Watson being a se-
rial predator in the first place.

Those are now much closer 

to the penalties we can hope 
for and even expect, although 
the NFLPA, which agreed to 
the ultimate power Goodell 
may now exercise, desperately 
threatens to sue the NFL in 
federal court if Watson’s pun-
ishment is replaced by a much 
more severe one.

One cannot imagine the 
federal court siding with the 
players association against 
authority given to Goodell in 
collective bargaining by the 
very same players association.

So Deshaun Watson may 
get his just punishment, after 
all, even if the NFL needed a 
convoluted path to get there.

No matter when or how, 
justice is justice. 

Watson 
From B1

tweeted. “Hold on to God’s 
unchanging hand. We love 
you, BG!”

Lexie Brown, who plays 
for the WNBA’s Los Angeles 
Sparks, tweeted that “anyone 
that goes back to Russia to 
play is insane,” adding, “this is 
breaking my heart seeing her 
right now.”

Erica Wheeler, a former 
WNBA player, tweeted, “My 
heart goes out to BG’s family 
and her wife! Today hit a little 
different, man, like that’s our 
sister! I can’t even imagine 
how her family feels! I pray 
God is protecting her mental 
but more importantly keep 
fighting BG.. . .gotta bring you 
home!”

The NBA and WNBA com-
missioners echoed that in 
a joint statement. “Today’s 
verdict and sentencing is un-
justified and unfortunate but 
not unexpected and Brittney 
Griner remains wrongly de-
tained,” Adam Silver and 
Cathy Engelbert said. “The 
WNBA and NBA’s commit-
ment to her safe return has 
not wavered and it is our hope 
that we are near the end of this 
process of finally bringing BG 
home to the United States.”

Terri Carmichael Jackson, 
head of the WNBA Players As-
sociation, called the decision 
Thursday “unjust. It is a ter-
rible blow. Whatever conver-
sations Secretary Blinken and 
his Russian counterpart need 
to have, we trust that they are 
having them with all deliber-
ate speed. Because it’s time. 
It’s just time.”

Elizabeth Rood, the U.S. 
Embassy’s deputy chief of 
mission in Moscow, called 
Griner’s conviction and sen-
tencing “a miscarriage of jus-
tice.” She spoke briefly, saying, 
“Secretary of State [Antony] 
Blinken, President Biden’s na-
tional security team and the 
entire American government 
remain committed to bringing 
Ms. Griner home safely to her 
family and friends.”

President Joe Biden called 
for her immediate release, 
saying: “Today, American 
citizen Brittney Griner re-
ceived a prison sentence that 
is one more reminder of what 

the world already knew: Rus-
sia is wrongfully detaining 
Brittney,” Biden said. “It’s un-
acceptable, and I call on Rus-
sia to release her immediately 
so she can be with her wife, 
loved ones, friends, and team-
mates.”

Lindsay Kagawa Colas, Gri-
ner’s agent, called for a deal to 
be “done swiftly” to free her 
and noted that Paul Whelan is 
an American who is serving a 
16-year prison term in Russia. 
He and Griner have been men-
tioned as part of a prisoner ex-
change.

“Today’s sentencing of 
Brittney Griner was severe by 
Russian legal standards and 
goes to prove what we have 
known all along, that Brittney 
is being used as a political 
pawn,” Colas said. “We appre-
ciate and continue to support 
the efforts of @POTUS and @
SecBlinken to get a deal done 
swiftly to bring Brittney, Paul 
and all Americans home.

“Bringing Brittney and Paul 
home is the sole objective, 
and as such, we should use 
all available tools. We must 
remain focused and unified. 
This is a time for compassion 
and a shared understand-
ing that getting a deal done to 
bring Americans home will be 
hard, but it is urgent and it is 
the right thing to do.”

“BG is an American. BG is 
an Olympian. BG is an ALL-
STAR. BG is a daughter, a wife, 
a friend,” Cari Champion, the 
former ESPN host, tweeted. 
“BG is an American. BG IS IN 
A CAGE. BG is ours. Bring her 
home.” Griner, who stands 6 
foot 9, was confined to a cage 
for a much smaller person 
during her day in court.

The Rev. Al Sharpton, presi-
dent and founder of the Na-
tional Action Network, called 
Griner a “political pawn” and 
continued to ask for permis-
sion to take a delegation of 
clergy to visit Griner to assess 
her health.

“The sentencing of Brittney 
Griner to nine years in prison 
is a moral outrage and a legal 
atrocity in any court in the 
world. In most places, includ-
ing the United States, what 
she pled guilty to and was 
charged with, would not even 
have merited a misdemeanor. 
It is shameful and a dark day 
when global athletics is sub-
jected to politics and not due 

process,” Sharpton said. “Let’s 
not forget Brittney Griner not 
only entertained and won the 
hearts of many Americans, but 
for seven years entertained 
and won the hearts of many 
Russians as she played bas-
ketball there. Which is why her 
basketball coach and fellow 
players came and testified for 
her.

“She and Paul Whelan are 
clearly pawns in some global 
political chess game that has 
nothing to do with them. They 
should be immediately re-
leased.”

Initially, negotiations for 
her release were quietly con-
ducted, but the passage of 
time has led to more public 
calls for her release. Griner’s 
wife, Cherelle, has been in-
creasingly outspoken in call-
ing for Biden to take action, 
with the State Department re-
classifying Griner as “wrong-
fully detained” last spring.

Her No. 42 was added to 
basketball floors when the 
WNBA season began and calls 
to “free BG” intensified.

A two-time Olympic gold 
medalist and perennial 

all-star with the WNBA’s Mer-
cury, Griner plays for UMMC 
Ekaterinburg during the 
WNBA offseason, and called 
Yekaterinburg her “second 
home” on Thursday. Moved 
by her relationship with her 
teammates and the growing 
popularity of the sport among 
young girls, she explained as 
she wept, “That’s why I kept 
coming back.”

Now, the focus turns to on-
going negotiations to try to get 
Griner released, something 
complicated by a frosty rela-
tionship between the United 

States and Russia. Last week, 

Blinken spoke to Russian For-

eign Minister Sergei Lavrov 

and urged him to accept a deal 

involving Griner and Whelan.

Whelan, who was arrest-

ed in 2018 and convicted of 

spying in 2020, says he was 

framed. The United States 

has not indicated whether it 

would offer Russian Viktor 

Bout, an arms trafficker who 

was arrested in a U.S. sting op-

eration in Thailand in 2008, in 

exchange for their release.

Griner 
From B1

Whitehead, Ahmad ‘Sauce’ 
Gardner and D.J. Reed. The 
GM added to the line by draft-
ing Jermaine Johnson and Mi-
cheal Clemons. There are sev-
eral other defensive players 
who weren’t around last year, 
including DE Jacob Martin, 
who was signed in free agen-
cy and carries a chip on his 
shoulder after being labeled a 
‘situational pass rusher.’

“I’m a total football player,” 
Martin said. “I can do any-
thing that I’m asked to do. I’ve 

played all over the place.
“I’ve played stack line-

backer, I played at the edge, I 
played outside linebacker, I’ve 
played true defensive end. I’ve 
set big edges. I’ve made big 
plays in big games. So I don’t 
like that term. I’m a football 
player. I’m the total package, 
for sure.”

Kwon Alexander, another 
free agency signee at line-
backer, also spoke with con-
fidence and bravado during 
training camp. If nothing else, 
the Jets are talking like a top-5 
defense.

“Once I get going, it’s going 
to be hard to stop me,” Alex-
ander said. “That’s what I’m 

ready to do.”
It’s the time of year for hope, 

and the Jets’ defense can’t go 
anywhere but up. They were 

the only team last season to 
allow over 500 points, which 
was 131 more than anybody 
else in the AFC East. Saleh said 

the terrible numbers against 
the run, in particular, were 
misleading because they were 
skewed by big plays.

“From an efficiency stand-
point we were at the top half 
of the league in run game,” 
Saleh reasoned. “Unfortu-
nately, we gave up, we are one 
of the worst from an explosive 
standpoint which is twelve 
yards or more. We gave up a 
lot of explosive plays and mas-
sively explosive plays that re-
ally skewed the numbers out 
of whack.”

We’ll see if dramatically 
improving the run defense is 
simply a matter of prevent-
ing the game-breakers. In the 

meantime, the players are set-
ting the bar high.

“For us, we want that target 
on our back,” Rankins said. 
“We want that challenge. We 
want to put that out there, be-
cause it gives us something to 
go out there and chase every 
day. It’s easy to say you just 
want to be good. That’s rela-
tive. What are you comparing 
it to? What is your barometer 
that you’re trying to judge that 
against? To say you want to 
be the best, everybody knows 
what that means.

“Going into it with any other 
mindset would just be flawed 
thinking. You’d be selling 
yourself short.” 

Jets 
From B1

WIRE PHOTO

New York Jets defensive tackle Sheldon Rankins.

make the
case for 

change.
Protect the right to petition.

freespeech.center
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• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves, 
     debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
     clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather tested system.

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutt ers for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All parti cipants who att end an esti mated 60-90 minute in-home product consultati on will receive a $50 gift  card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift  card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutt er protecti on. This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitati ng persons 
must att end and complete presentati on together. Parti cipants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of LeafGuard or 
affi  liated companies or enti ti es, their immediate family members, previous parti cipants in a LeafGuard in-home consultati on within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promoti on may not be extend-
ed, transferred, or substi tuted except that LeafGuard may substi tute a gift  card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift  card and terms and conditi ons (htt ps://www.darden.com/gift -cards/terms-and-conditi ons) of such 
gift  card will be mailed to the parti cipant via fi rst class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promoti on form provided at consultati on. Not valid in conjuncti on with any other promoti on or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored or 
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without noti ce prior to reservati on.  Off er ends 5/31/22.

Receive a $50 
restaurant gift 

card with in-home 
estimate & free 

gutter inspection!**

YEARS BACKED 

BY THE SEAL

16

$99
Installation

on a Complete
LeafGuard

System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.

EXPIRES 5/31/22.

Call today for a free estimate!

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
(833) 711-1399

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of North Jersey in New Jersey under NJDCA license number 13VH09010100, in Putnam County, NY under license number PC7286 and in Westchester County, NY under license number WC-29388-H17

No Clipping Required.

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.
1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$507
2

 SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

006131

FREE duffel bag when you 

request your free quote!4

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-877-933-2709
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced drivers who switch save an 

average of $5072 in the fi rst year alone — and they get all the benefi ts 

and privileges you’d expect with the AARP Auto Insurance Program from 

The Hartford. Your own savings could actually be greater. 

■ 24/7 claims service    

■ Accident forgiveness3  

■ New car replacement3

The only national auto insurance 
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford*96%

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Call The Hartford
1-877-933-2709

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states.

The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford Insurance Company of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; 

and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford of the Southeast General Agency, Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates are not fi nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company.
2Average savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/20 and 12/31/20. Your savings may vary. 3Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders. Terms and conditions apply. 4Gift is a limited time offer and not available in all states. Email address required in most states. Allow 

4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of October 2021.
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154 Jeff erson Heights

Catskill, New York 12414

www.pinescatskill.com

Call 518-943-5151

“Ask For The Pines”

CMH Rapid Care in Catskill is 
here for you 7 days a week!

WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN TO YOU?

CMH Rapid Care

www.cmhrapidcare.com

(518) 943-9100

10 Grandview Ave, Catskill

• Emergency Prepared Providers

• Rapid Care Services 7 Days a Week

• No Appointment Needed

• Integrated Healthcare Network

JOIN OUR TEAM!JOIN OUR TEAM!
Clinical & Non-Clinical Positions Available

Generous 
Sign On 
Bonuses!518-943-9380 • 161 Jefferson Heights, Catskill, NY

Operating since
May of 2015!

“Local
Supports 
 Local ”

Visit our new location at 350 Fairview Avenue, Hudson

at Catskill

An Assisted Living Community

122 Jefferson Heights, Catskill, NY 12414
518.943.7100 | www.eliotalp.com

Assisted Living Program costs are covered by NYS Medicaid.

CALL TODAY 
FOR A

IN-HOME QUOTE

www.RBAEasternNY.com

FREE

(518)688-1623

351 W. Bridge St, Catskill, NY • sawyerchevy.com • 518-943-1007

Quality health coverage. It’s Our Mission.

(1-888-343-3547) TTY: 711

Dutchman’s 
Landing Park, 
Catskill, NY

Sept. 17, 2022 
Noon - 6pm

FREE ADMISSION



Lila Bromberg
Hartford Courant

HARTFORD, Conn. — 
When Breanna Stewart 
heard UConn women’s 
basketball star Paige 
Bueckers had torn the 
ACL in her left knee this 
week, she couldn’t help 
but think back to her own 
experience going through 
injuries, most notably an 
Achilles tendon tear in 
2019.

Bueckers, who led the 
Huskies to the national ti-
tle game last season after 
missing 19 games with an 
injury in the same knee, 
suffered the tear during a 
pickup game earlier this 
week. She will have sur-
gery Friday and sit out the 
2022-23 season.

“Really just devas-
tated for Paige,” Stewart 
said. “I’m sure she’s ask-
ing herself why, and you 
don’t know why. It’s just 
gonna be her journey. It’s 
gonna be her story. It’s 
gonna be the way that she 
fights back through ad-
versity.”

Stewart and several for-
mer UConn stars spoke 
with The Hartford Cou-
rant on Thursday to share 
their reactions to Bueck-
ers’ injury, give insight 
into their own recover-
ies from major injuries, 
and offer perspective on 
where the Huskies go 
from here.

Diana Taurasi was well 
aware of how much work 
Bueckers was putting into 
her body with Huskies’ 
strength and condition-
ing coach Andrea Hudy 
this summer, even elect-
ing to stay in Storrs over 
the last several weeks 
while the rest of her team-
mates went home. That 
makes the news of the 
injury that much more 
upsetting for the WNBA’s 
all-time leading scorer.

“I feel bad for the kid,” 
Taurasi said. “I heard she 
was looking amazing. 
And it’s unfortunate for 
her, I know how much she 
wants to be on the court. 
An ACL is a long journey, 
but she’s a tough kid and 
I’m sure she’s gonna 
come back better than 
ever.”

After hearing the news 
Stewart reached out to 
Bueckers to offer advice.

“I told her there’s go-
ing to be good days and 
bad days,” Stewart said. 
“There’s going to be ups 
and downs, this roller 
coaster of a journey, but 
what’s most important 
is that you show up. You 
show up every day, you do 
rehab, and she’ll be back 
before she knows it.”

Kia Nurse and Bria 
Hartley know what that 
journey is like from first-
hand experience. Nurse 
tore her right ACL dur-
ing Game 4 of the WNBA 
semifinals last season and 
is currently in the final 
stages of the rehab pro-
cess. Hartley is just be-
ginning hers after tearing 
the ACL in her left knee 
less than two weeks ago, a 
frustrating blow after suf-
fering the same injury in 
her other knee during the 
2020 season.

“I was just devastated 
for her just because I 
know it’s a tough injury, 
and with last year her 
battling injuries as well,” 
Hartley said. “But Paige is 
really resilient, she’s just 
a really hard worker. So I 
mean, I think a lot of hard 
workers overcome this. 
And then it’s just gonna 
be a battle. And I think it 

makes you stronger as a 
person in the long run.”

Much of that battle is 
mental. With how up and 
down things can be from 
one day to another during 
the rehab process, Hart-
ley said she had to learn to 
give herself grace.

The tediousness of it all 
is what’s gotten to Nurse 
the most.

“I mean, it’s boring,” 
Nurse said. “Every day 
is pretty much the same 
thing and it’s redundant. 
And so, as competitors we 
always want to do more 
and get it done quicker, 
but you can’t speed up 
time. And so that’s prob-
ably the toughest thing is 
just having patience “

The first seven months 
of Nurse’s rehab “were a 
breeze,” but the last two 
months have been re-
ally hard from a mental 
standpoint. She’s beyond 
eager to be back on the 
court, but has had to learn 
to listen to her body and 
do what’s best for her ca-
reer long term.

“We’re getting there,” 
Nurse said. “Once you 
tear your ACL, there’s no 
date that you can circle 
on the calendar to come 
back on. So we’ve looked 
at after All-Star break as 
being the time to come 
back, and today is after 
All Star break, tomor-
row is, and 10 days from 
now is too. So whenever 
it comes, it comes. Just 
waiting it out.”

As she does so, UCo-
nn’s coaching staff will 
be strategizing how best 
to pivot for the season. 
Bueckers has led the Hus-
kies in points, assists and 
steals per game in each of 
the last two years, the first 
of which saw her receive 
multiple national player 
of the year honors.

“Obviously Paige car-
ries a very heavy load for 
that team in what she’s 
able to do on both ends of 
the floor,” Nurse said. “So 
going back now, at least 
it’s preseason and you 
have time to see how kids 
have developed over the 
summer and what’s new 
in their game. And then 
just having others step 
up and seeing what the 
freshmen can do as well 
stepping in to kind of fill 
that role.”

Nurse and Taurasi both 
echoed sentiments that 
no one player can be ex-
pected to replace Bueck-
ers or direct the offense 
the same way, rather it 
will be a collective effort.

“You’re not going to be 
Paige, you’re not gonna 
find another player who is 
Paige,” Nurse said. “Each 
and every player has to 
step up just a little bit 
more than what they’ve 
done to kind of fill in those 
gaps.”

Taurasi is confident 
if there’s any coach and 
program suited to make 
those adjustments, it’s 
Geno Auriemma and the 
Huskies.

“He’s always been a 
mastermind of making 
the most out of what he 
has,” Taurasi said. “Ob-
viously, Paige is a big 
blow, she’s a big part of 
what they do as a team. 
But he’ll find a way to get 
the best out of the team 
and the incoming fresh-
men, and I have no doubt 
they’re gonna have an-
other great season. It just 
might look different, but 
you can count on them 
going a long way in the 
tournament.” 

Former UConn 
stars Stewart, 

Taurasi and others 
react to Paige 

Bueckers’ ACL tear

Kevin B. Blackistone
The Washington Post

As it turned out, the retired 
federal judge hired by the NFL 
and its players union to mete 
out discipline didn’t only do 
quarterback Deshaun Watson 
a favor in suspending him for 
about a third of a season for 
appearing to be a serial sex-
ual assaulter of women. Sue 
L. Robinson did the league 
- more specifically, its com-
missioner, Roger Goodell - an 
even bigger favor. She deliv-
ered Goodell an opportunity 
to save face.

Indeed, the six-game sus-
pension she levied on Wat-
son for seemingly preying 
on women he had hired for 
massages wound up as noth-
ing more than a trial balloon. 
As it ascended, it was pelted 
with criticism from near and 
far. All of which gave Goodell 
an opportunity he must have 
been happy to seize: to feign 
such great disappointment 
with the judge’s verdict - as 
stunningly insulting and 
dismissive of the women’s 
claims - that he was left with 
no option but to swoop in and 
save the women’s honor by 
appealing the decision as ut-
terly inadequate, which the 
league did Wednesday.

And sometime soon, for-
mer New Jersey attorney gen-
eral Peter C. Harvey, chosen 
by Goodell on Thursday to 
hear the league’s appeal, will 
impose a more severe penalty 
derived from Goodell’s moral 
measurement. It might well 
be banishment from the en-
tire upcoming season, which 
would be more in line with 
what the critics and pub-
lic cried out for in the wake 
of Robinson’s tortured rul-
ing. That also would echo 
reporting, including from 
The Washington Post’s Mark 
Maske, that Goodell all along 
sought at least a season-long 
suspension for the Cleve-
land quarterback, position-
ing himself and the league as 
tough on the reported wicked 
behavior.

The skeptic in me suspect-
ed this was part of a public 
relations setup all along. Af-
ter all, the new disciplinary 
system the league and union 
negotiated a couple years ago 
allowed for the league ulti-
mately to handle discipline 
as it had in the past, with the 
commissioner as the final 
authority. The amendment 
agreed upon was that some-
one other than the commis-
sioner would first be judge 
and jury, which also nodded 
toward public sentiment after 

decades of the commission-
er’s office doing the policing 
and sentencing - or not.

That new person was called 
a disciplinary officer. Robin-
son became the first. Her po-
sition was deemed neutral, 
though she is contracted and 
paid for by the league and 
players union to determine 
any penalties or whether a 
penalty is necessary at all.

However, as the 2020 col-
lective bargaining agreement 
states, upon appeal, “the 
Commissioner or his desig-
nee will issue a written deci-
sion that will constitute full, 
final and complete disposi-
tion of the dispute and will be 
binding upon the player(s), 
Club(s) and the parties to this 
Agreement.”

So at day’s end, it is still 
Goodell (or his designee) 
making the ultimate decision. 
It is just that public senti-
ment has first been officially 
gauged in the process - and 
someone other than the com-
missioner has been sacrificed 
before the masses. Then the 
commissioner gets to clean 
up the mess to the satisfac-
tion of critics. It won’t matter 
anymore that Robinson said 
she reached her decision only 
because she was hamstrung 
by Goodell’s weak punish-
ment in previous cases simi-
lar to Watson’s. That will be 
just about forgotten.

It doesn’t end here, of 
course. Watson and the 
players union could sue the 
league if whatever new pen-
alty Goodell’s office issues 
doesn’t agree with them. Be-
fore Robinson’s ruling, the 
players union announced 

that it intended to accept the 
judge’s ruling and hoped the 
league would do the same.

That was a trial balloon of 
its own that was deflated by 
Goodell’s office Wednesday. 
So the wrestling over what 
to do with Watson probably 
won’t end with the league’s 
appeal to, of all parties, itself.

Watson, who didn’t play 
last season - in league pur-
gatory while his voluminous 
case file was being investigat-
ed by legal authorities as well 
as his employer - probably 
will sue the league if it orders 
him sidelined for a second 
consecutive season or longer. 
Last season, he was remuner-
ated despite not playing. This 
time, he wouldn’t be. Instead, 
he could be forced to apply 
for reinstatement in the 2023 
season.

He and his new team in 
Cleveland already considered 
such a possibility. The gar-
gantuan multiyear contract 
it signed him to will pay him 
only a paltry portion in 2022. 
In the event of a suspension of 
less than a year, that guaran-
teed the salary lost for games 
he misses because of suspen-
sion would be negligible.

Watson would expect his 
union dues to kick in and 
have its legal wing come to 
his defense. But if I were a 
dues-paying member of his 
union, I wouldn’t want union 
resources spent fighting for 
one member suspended for 
such lewd behavior, with 
Watson committing what the 
judge described as “ . . . sexual 
assault by allegedly ‘touch-
ing [his] penis to the women 
without their consent.’ “ 

That’s indefensible.
The only thing that might 

be assailable is the process 
that winds up earning Wat-
son a harsher, more deserv-
ing penalty. The union could 
seek a federal judge to vacate 
Goodell’s appeal decision. 
But Ezekiel Elliott, Tom Brady 
and Adrian Peterson ran the 
same play in attempts to get 
their league-issued suspen-
sions overturned. They failed.

Goodell’s office could de-
cide to lengthen Robinson’s 
suspension to less than a sea-
son, but that wouldn’t meet 
demand. And demand is what 
this matter is all about.

After all, who knows what a 
proper punishment should be 
for Watson? He was twice no-
billed by grand juries, which 
some in the public wrongly 
believe means he was exon-
erated. No bills don’t exon-
erate. He settled with 23 of 
the 24 women who said he 
sexually assaulted them, in-
cluding a few who identified 
themselves in interviews be-
fore television cameras. (A 
25th lawsuit was withdrawn.) 
Some in the public wrongly 
believe that is evidence of 
his guilt. Settlements are not. 
They merely muffle com-
plaints and reduce the finan-
cial impact on the subject of 
the finger pointing.

But both actions are as 
much a part of the public rela-
tions operation for Watson as 
Goodell’s decision to reclaim 
the disciplining of a disgrace-
ful player is for the commis-
sioner and the league.

The NFL’s fight to suspend Deshaun Watson 
is about PR — That doesn’t make it wrong

NICK CAMMETT/GETTY IMAGES

Deshaun Watson (4) of the Cleveland Browns runs a drill during Cleveland Browns training camp at 
CrossCountry Mortgage Campus on July 30 in Berea, Ohio.

Field Level Media

Jarrett Stidham and Ameer Abdullah 
rushed for second-quarter touchdowns 
Thursday night as the Las Vegas Raiders 
cruised to a 27-11 win over the Jackson-
ville Jaguars in the Hall of Fame Game in 
Canton, Ohio.

Daniel Carlson booted first-quar-
ter field goals of 32 and 55 yards for Las 
Vegas, which dominated the first half 
against a Jacksonville team starting over 
under new coach Doug Pederson.

Neither team’s starting quarterback 
saw the field except for warmups – Trevor 
Lawrence for the Jaguars, Derek Carr for 
the Raiders – but Las Vegas was certainly 
crisper and sharper during the brief time 
the teams played most of their projected 
starters.

Stidham and Nick Mullens took the 
snaps during the first three quarters 
for the Raiders. Stidham was 8 of 15 for 
96 yards, while Mullins hit on 8 of 11 at-
tempts for 72 yards. Las Vegas’ Zamir 
White rushed for a game-high 52 yards on 
11 carries.

Jacksonville’s Jake Luton played the 
first half and completed 10 of 17 passes 
for 94 yards. Kyle Sloter went 13 for 25 for 
127 yards after halftime, leading the Jag-
uars to their only points, a 46-yard field 

goal by Elliott Fry late in the third quarter 
and a 5-yard touchdown pass to Nathan 
Cottrell with 3:26 remaining in the game.

The Raiders tacked on a fourth-quarter 

touchdown when Austin Walter scored 
on an 8-yard run with 7:53 left.

The game started 40 minutes late be-
cause of thunderstorms.

Raiders ease past Jaguars in Hall of Fame Game

KEN BLAZE/USA TODAY

Jacksonville Jaguars defensive tackle Israel Antwine (93) sacks Las Vegas Raiders 
quarterback Jarrett Stidham (3) in the third quarter during the Hall of Fame game at Tom 
Benson Hall of Fame Stadium on Thursday.

THE PUBLIC NEEDS THE TRUTH;

NOT SOCIAL MEDIA HEADLINES & FAKE NEWS.
#SupportRealNews
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Brad Townsend
The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — The first time Kumar Rocker threw 
a baseball was to his mother, Lalitha, as Kumar’s 
football-famous father, Tracy, stood nearby in the 
family’s front yard.

So accurate was the throw that mother and fa-
ther exchanged bemused glances. Kumar, after 
all, was only 2. Sheer luck, right?

Or so Lalitha and Tracy thought until their tod-
dler’s next delivery also was on the mark. As was 
the next ...

“He’s going to be a pitcher,” Lalitha said, teas-
ingly.

“No,” laughed 1988 Outland Trophy and Lom-
bardi Award winner Tracy. “He’s playing foot-
ball.”

Was it mother’s intuition? Or karma? Right-
hander Kumar, now 22, not only became a pitch-
er, but a flame-throwing College World Series he-
ro for Vanderbilt and the No. 3 pick of last month’s 
major league draft.

It’s all the more serendipitous, Tracy and 
Lalitha say, that of all franchises it was the Rangers 
who drafted and signed Kumar.

When then-Arkansas defensive line coach Tra-
cy and Lalitha took 4-year-old Kumar to his first 
major league game, it was to Globe Life Park in Ar-
lington -- across the street from the future site of 
Globe Life Field, where Kumar on Thursday was 
feted with a welcome-to-the-Rangers news con-
ference.

The kid who 18 years ago donned a Rangers 
cap and sat in wonder behind home plate with his 
parents, as they sipped margaritas, now stands 
6-foot-5, weighs 245 pounds and has a luminous 
smile.

In time, he’ll eventually face the pressure of be-
ing perpetually pitching-starved Texas’ latest big 
hope, but as his parents and past coaches note, 
he’s confronted expectations all his life and al-
most always prevailed.

“All I can say is look how God works: It’s so in-
credible, how you can look back and see his hand 
in everything,” said Lalitha, better known as Lu to 
family, friends and Vanderbilt fans.

The Rangers’ drafting of Rocker occurred one 
year after the Mets selected him No. 10 overall, 
then withdrew a $6 million contract agreement. 
Their reported concerns about the health of his 
pitching arm cast a shroud of doubt and mystery 
around Kumar’s future.

Tracy Rocker last week became emotional dur-
ing a telephone interview with The Dallas Morn-
ing News, between training camp practices and 
meetings in Philadelphia, where he the Eagles’ 
second-year defensive line coach.

“I don’t think anyone knows, except Lu and 
I, what he went through with the Mets, what he 

dealt with,” he said.
“We’re always preaching, ‘Don’t give up. Keep 

fighting. Stay positive.’ But there weren’t a lot of 
positive moments. Now all of a sudden it comes to 
fruition with the Texas Rangers. It was like, ‘Wow.’ 
“

Along with his 98-mph fastball and 70-grade 
slider, Rocker brings glittering credentials and a 
compelling backstory.

Son of a College Football Hall of Famer. Fiery, 
intimidating mound presence; a pitcher in a de-
fensive end’s body.

An only child who is proud of his dual heritage, 
the son of a Black dad and Indian mom.

“When I had him, I said ‘You know what? We’re 
going to give him an Indian first name so they 
know my half of the culture,” Lu said.

In Hindi, Kumar means prince or young son.
“Mom, what am I?” young Kumar occasionally 

asked.
“You’re Blindian,” she’d respond. “Black Indi-

an. How about that?’ “ Family valuues
Lu’s parents, George and Evelyn Samuel, im-

migrated to the United States in 1965. Both had 
converted to Christianity, which in India required 
dropping their Hindu names for Biblical ones.

They settled in Maryland, where George fin-
ished his college education and embarked on 
a long career as Amtrak’s director of capital ac-
counting; Evelyn a 32-year stint at World Bank.

They gave their daughter and son Hindu 

names, Lalitha and Sunder, and instilled Indian-
Christian values, stressing education and the non-
individualistic importance of contributing to so-
ciety.

Tall for an Indian at nearly six feet, Lalitha 
played basketball and softball and attended a pri-
vate Christian school in Takoma Park, a Washing-
ton, D.C. suburb.

While a student at the University of Maryland 
in 1989, she met Washington rookie tackle Tracy, 
coming off one of the greatest defensive seasons 
in college history at Auburn.

As much as she enjoyed the thrill of compet-
ing, in a sports sense Meeting the Rockers was a 
culture shock for Lalitha and the Samuels. They 
knew nothing about football, whereas Tracy and 
brother David were NFL players.

Tracy’s parents, David and Mary, of course 
were football-knowledgeable, too.

“Tracy was funny,” Lalitha said. “And as I got to 
know him and his work ethic, his outlook and ap-
proach to the game, the discipline, it was amazing.

“I’m coming from my little Indian culture 
where it was always education, education. For me 
to see this side of it was very exciting and interest-
ing.”

Injuries derailed Tracy’s playing career after 
just two NFL seasons, sending he and Lalitha on 
a winding journey of coaching jobs, ultimately 12 
of them in the past two decades. Fortunately Lu’s 
vocation as an instructional designer enabled her 
to work anywhere.

When Kumar entered the world on Nov. 22, 
1999 in Birmingham, Ala., Tracy was in his third 
season at Troy State. Following Indian custom, 
Evelyn Samuel came to live with the Rockers for 
14 months helping to care for Kumar while Lu re-
turned to work.

Little Kumar not only had the undivided love 
and attention of his parents, but two sets of grand-
parents, especially after the unexpected passing 
of his beloved Uncle Sunder, some of whose phys-
ical features the family still see in Kumar.

“My mother introduced chicken curry and rice, 
so Kumar’s palate always has been Indian and 
American,” Lu said. “There was chicken curry 
and rice and then his chicken tenders and French 
fries.”

When Kumar was 3, grandfather George 
packed chips and orange soda and took him fish-
ing - for 3 hours, thus introducing Kumar to what 
has become a lifelong passion.

George couldn’t believe how quiet and atten-
tive little Kumar remained that day. After Tracy 
became an assistant at Arkansas in 2003, head 
coach Houston Nutt likewise couldn’t believe 
how quietly Kumar sat through practices and 
coaches’ meetings.

Nutt’s Razorbacks played in the 2008 Cotton 
Bowl, and his Ole Miss team returned the fol-
lowing January, earning the Rocker family two 
straight years of the bowl’s renowned pampering.

“Kumar would always say, ‘Why don’t we move 
to Dallas?’ “ Tracy said. “Now, all of a sudden, he’s 
in Dallas. It’s kind of a dream come true.” Legend-
ary feats

Even as the Rocker family continued to move, 
with Kumar attending five schools in nine years, 
his burgeoning size, talent and natural discipline 
produced Bunyanesque tales.

During his elementary school days, Kumar 
would pitch and hit to Lu until Tracy returned 
from work. Often Tracy parked the car in the fam-
ily’s Fayetteville the backyard and turned on the 
headlights so Kumar could practice into the night.

Tracy drew a target on a hickory tree. Other 
times, Tracy and Lu gathered hickory nuts and ar-
ranged them in piles for Kumar to hit.

Tracy bought catchers mitts for both he and Lu. 
They taped pillows to themselves for protection, 
but as Kumar’s velocity and variety of pitches in-
creased, they realized he needed professional in-
struction.

Even so, Tracy took Kumar to major league 
spring camps in Florida, not just for Kumar to 
watch and learn, but so Tracy could educate him-
self about baseball training.

Competitiveness? That came naturally for Ku-
mar, whether he was playing quarterback, tight 
end, defensive end, third base or pitcher.

“Because of football, he’s a very intense per-
son,” Tracy said. “And as you play the game, it all 
comes out.”

The first time Tracy’s parents came to see Ku-
mar pitch, they asked where he was. Tracy pointed 

to the pitching mound.
“Oh my God,” Mary Rocker exclaimed. “That’s 

not the little boy we see running around the house 
and in the yard.”

Tracy taught Kumar that, much like a quarter-
back, his mound demeanor often dictated the at-
titude and body language of teammates.

And sports, Kumar came to realize, were his 
most seamless way of fitting in as he moved from 
school-to-school. Especially for a kid who imme-
diately stood out because of his size and skin color.

“I think he gained a lot of strength every time 
that we moved,” Lu said. “Knowing who he is and 
staying true to who he is, regardless of where he 
was and what situation he was in.” Motivational 
‘Teddy Bear’

Jay Lasley coached Rocker’s last three base-
ball seasons at Georgia’s North Oconee High. 
He is coming off a 39-1 state title season at North 
Oconee, but there is no subject he enjoys more 
than his years of coaching Rocker.

“As a high school coach, the 95-to-98 mile-per-
hour fastball is phenomenal,” Lasley said. “But to 
be able to coach a young man who gets it from a 
team and teammate standpoint, it was just so im-
pressive.”

Rocker stories are legend at North Oconee. His 
batted-ball exit velocity of 107 remains the school 
record. When he pitched, the sheer force of his 
size-16 left cleat hitting the mound’s landing area 
caused the clay to “explode,” usually necessitating 
a major repair by the third inning.

Rocker so often asked Lasley for the fieldhouse 
key so that he could lift weights or get in batting 
practice swings at night that Lasley began leaving 
the key in his home mailbox.

When Rocker’s deadlift max neared 500 
pounds, Lasley had to caution him against over-
taxing his body. Before Rocker’s senior season, 
another year of major league scouts flocking to 
practices and games, Rocker expressed concern 
to Lasley that he didn’t want fellow seniors to have 
their seasons overshadowed.

Before practices, Rocker often stopped by Las-
ley’s office to ask whether any teammates needed 
extra encouragement or motivation that day.

Lasley often teased Rocker that his menacing 
scowl on the mound reminded him of three-time 
World Series champion and former Ranger Dave 
Stewart. Off the field, though, “he was a big Teddy 
bear.” Younger kids were drawn to him.

Before Kumar’s senior year, Tracy’s boss, Mark 
Richt, was fired as Georgia’s coach. Rather than 
seek immediate re-employment, Tracy took a 
year off to attend all of Kumar’s games, recruit-
ing trips and his USA Baseball U18 team’s trip to 
Canada, where it won the world title.

“In college, I was always helping other young 
men grow and get better, not just as football play-
ers, but as people,” Tracy said. “But in my mind 
and my heart, I want to raise my own child, and so 
that was a very important time for me.

“Even now, being in the NFL, yeah, it’s a long 
season, but it creates a little more time for me to 
be with my own family and my own child.” Love 
of the game

Giving up football was difficult for Kumar. How 
hard? After making the decision the summer be-
fore his junior year of high school, he slept with his 
helmet near his bed until the coach asked him to 
turn it in several games into the season.

As much as Kumar loved football, baseball had 
captured his whole heart.

In 2018 he wasn’t selected until the 38th round, 
by Colorado, due to signability concerns. Those 
concerns were well-founded. Rocker already had 
orally committed to Vanderbilt.

And Lu was rather emphatic that he attend col-
lege.

“When we recruited them, she said, ‘My son’s 
going to college,’ “ Vanderbilt coach Tim Corbin 
said. “You’ve heard those words come out of par-
ents’ mouths before, but no one as determined as 
Lu Rocker.”

Late in the recruiting process, Vanderbilt 
played a series against Tennessee in Knoxville. 
Corbin and his wife Maggie stayed behind to have 
dinner with the Rockers.

An hour into the dinner, Kumar barely had 
said a word. The Corbins glanced at one another. 
Tim recalls being concerned that Kumar was de-
tached, that he had decided to turn professional.

“He stands up just before we leave,” Corbin 
said. “He said, ‘Coach, I want to tell you some-
thing. I’m going to be one of the best teammates 
you’ve ever coached.”

Four years later, Corbin still marvels about that 
moment. Especially since Rocker made every 
word come true.

“There was no maintenance to coaching that 
kid,” Corbin said. “He was one of the best com-
petitors we’ve ever had inside this culture. And 
he certainly was one of the best teammates we’ve 
ever had inside this culture.”

Corbin said Rocker was undeserving of what 
happened with the Mets. He said Rocker predict-
ably used the year to fine-tune his body, to pre-
pare himself physically and mentally for which-
ever organization drafted him next.

To prove the Mets wrong.
Tracy and Lu Rocker, too, are proud and grate-

ful. During Kumar’s stint earlier this summer with 
the independent Frontier League’s TriCity Valley-
Cats, he called home after a 12-hour bus ride.

Kumar told his parents that he slept on the floor 
of the bus. And loved it.

“Yeah, he was the only child, and as parents, 
we’re fortunate that we were able to help him,” 
Tracy said. “But can also can say we made sure 
that it wasn’t pristine.

“That he had to go through some grimy. He 
likes the grimy part. He understands that it ain’t 
always going to be perfect.”

Kumar Rocker’s parents, heritage and trials shaped 
Bunyanesque pitcher into pitching phenom

SMILEY N. POOL/THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

Vanderbilt pitcher Kumar Rocker celebrates with teammates after completing an inning an NCAA 
baseball game against Mississippi at Swayze Field on May 14, 2021 in Oxford, Mississippi.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Real Estate

258 Waterfront
Properties

BEAUTIFUL LAKE home
w/2 parcels in the town of
Schodack, 2 bdr, year-
around house, completely
renovated, central heat &
AC, Nassau Lake, 15 min
from Columbia County,
(45 mins to Saratoga
Race Track) w/wineries &
apple farms close by,
$289,000. Terry Frederick,
(518)423-0212

Rentals

332 Roommates/
Home Sharing

TEMPORARY HOUSE-

MATE wanted month
/to/month, share 3700 sq ft
modern home, 1 mile from
Hudson. Private bed.
$1175/per mo, all inclusive
except meals. Incls. heat,
elec., dish tv, trash, one
time cleaning, treadmill,
W/D. Full use of residence.
Must be clean, non-smoker,
credit score of 650 plus.
Proof of income Referenc-
es. No pets. Call or text
(518)965-3563.

Employment

415 General Help

HOME CARE needed full
time for adult woman in
Germantown. Please call
(518)537-3677

VILLAGE OF ATHENS

PUBLIC WORKS POSITION AVAILABLE

The Village of Athens is seeking to fill the position of DPW
Laborer. Duties include all DPW related tasks. High
School Diploma or equivalent required as well as a valid
NYS driver's license. CDL license preferred but will train
the right applicant. The Village is seeking a hard-working,
team-oriented individual with mechanical ability. Salary
commensurate with experience. Must be able to pass a
drug test.

Employment applications may be obtained at the Village
of Athens Office located at 2 First St., Athens, between
the hours of 9:00AM and 4:00PM.

435
Professional

& Technical

Full Time Clerk Position Available

The Durham Town Board has created a new full-time,
30-35 hr/week, position of a court clerk and an
assessor’s clerk. Pay will be $14.50/hr during a 6-month
probationary period and then $15/hr after. The position
also offers health insurance with 85% of the monthly
premium covered by the Town of Durham and 15% by
the employee. Coverage for spouse and /or family is
available at 100% payment of monthly premium covered
by the employee.

Please submit applications/resume to the Durham Town
Hall, 7309 State Route 81, East Durham, NY 12423.

Announcements

610 Announcements

LEGAL Notice:

Matts Cycle Center sells 8/15/22 at 3:00PM a 2017 Ski-
doo #2BPSERHA7HV000498 re: Thaddeus Bhartkowski
at 257 Mansion St Coxsackie, NY 12051 to satisfy gar-
agemans lien.

LEGAL Notice:

Matts Cycle Center sells 8/15/22 at 3:00PM a 2016 Po-
lar #5WFBE1218GW062770 re: Thaddeus Bartkowski at
257 Mansion St Coxsackie, NY 12051 to satisfy garage-
mans lien.

LEGAL Notice:

Matts Cycle Center sells 8/15/22 at 3:00PM a 2017 Ski-
doo #2BPSUWHJ1HV000370 re: Thaddeus Bartkowski
at 257 Mansion St Coxsackie, NY 12051 to satisfy gar-
agemans lien.

YARD SALES DAY Medu-
sa village-wide. Aug 6th,
8am-2pm. Rt 351. Maps &
Huge Sale at Church. Food
at the Fire hall.

Merchandise

730
Miscellaneous

for Sale

$10K or more in tax debt?
Get Your Tax Problems Re-
solved ASAP! Stop Penal-
ties, Interest and Tax Liens.
Call Anthem Tax Services
today for a FREE Consulta-
tion 1-844-810-8396

DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for
12 months with CHOICE
Package. Watch your favor-
ite live sports, news & en-
tertainment anywhere.
First 3 months of HBO Max,
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz
and Epix included! Directv
is #1 in Customer Satisfac-
tion (JD Power & Assoc.)
Some restrictions apply.
Call 1-866-982-0276

DIRECTV Stream - Carries
the Most Local MLB
Games! CHOICE Package,
$89.99/mo for 12 months.
Stream on 20 devices in
your home at once. HBO
Max included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or
higher.) No annual contract,
no hidden fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call IVS 1-
855-354-0884

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.

FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-855-401-9066

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family

stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695
value!). Request a free
quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions.
1-855-232-6662

LIVE PAIN FREE with All
Natural CBD products from
AceWellness. We guaran-

tee highest quality & most
competitive pricing on CBD
products. Softgels, oils,
skincare & more.
1-877-580-4641.

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or indepen-
dent living?
A Place for Mom simplifies
the process of finding sen-
ior living at no cost to your
family. Call 1-877-544-1295
today!

Never Pay For Covered
Home Repairs Again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYS-
TEMS AND APPLIANCES.
30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF 2 FREE
Months! 1-844-360-5703

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material – steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available.
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer -
$500 Discount + Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-
877-515-2912

Safe Step. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-844-329-
1247

STOP worrying! SilverBills
eliminates the stress and
hassle of bill payments.
All household bills guaran-
teed to be paid on time, as
long as appropriate funds
are available.
Computer not necessary.
Call for a FREE trial or a
custom quote today. Silver-
Bills 1-855-933-3055

The COVID crisis has cost
us all something. Many
have lost jobs and financial
security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF! We can help!
Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-833-604-0645

The Generac PWRcell, a
solar plus battery storage
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home.
Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a
FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-397-6806

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One
connected system for total
peace of mind.
FREE professional installa-
tion! Four FREE months of
monitoring! Call now to cus-
tomize your system. 1-855-
908-1065

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts Over $50,000,000
in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and
learn how to get rid of your
timeshare!
Free consultations. Over
450 positive reviews. Call
844-420-6527

736 Pets & Supplies

BORDER COLLIE puppies
for sale, 9 weeks, up to
date on shots, registered
dad. Call 315-654-3134
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Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced drivers who switch save an 

average of $5072 in the fi rst year alone — and they get all the benefi ts 

and privileges you’d expect with the AARP Auto Insurance Program from 

The Hartford. Your own savings could actually be greater. 

The AARP
®
Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$507
2

SAVINGS

Your savings could 

be even more!

when they switch from companies like

006131

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-877-933-2709
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, 
request a FREE quote and more information today! 

of customers recommend The Hartford*96%

FREE duffel bag when you 

request your free quote!4

24/7 claims service

Accident forgiveness3

New car replacement3

Call The Hartford
1-877-933-2709

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the 

general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states.

The AARP Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. 

It is underwritten in AZ by Hartford Insurance Company of the Southeast; in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by Hartford Casualty Insurance 

Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Auto is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. 

Territories or possessions. Specifi c features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fi lings and applicable 

law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Redpoint County Mutual Insurance Company through Hartford of the Southeast General Agency, 

Inc. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affi liates are not fi nancially responsible for insurance products underwritten and issued by Redpoint 

County Mutual Insurance Company.

2Average savings amounts based on information reported by customers who switched to The Hartford from other carriers between 1/1/20 and 12/31/20. Your 

savings may vary. 3Accident Forgiveness is not available to CA policyholders. Terms and conditions apply. 4Gift is a limited time offer and not available in all 

states. Email address required in most states. Allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

*Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of October 2021.

The only national auto insurance program endorsed by AARP.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Visa gift card.  p  card. 

Receive a $25 Visa gift card with your 
FREE in-home estimate 

$99 Installation* Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 8/31/2022

• Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

R

R

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning
for good

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available

833.711.1399

No clogging

No cleaning

No leaking

No water damage

No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been awarded the 
Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval 
for 17 straight years.

Classifieds

bring
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together!
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It’s that simple!

Liz Clarke
The Washington Post

There was one thing more valuable than 
the best seat in the house at Washington’s 
Citi Open on Thursday: a patch of shade.

Short of that, a wide-brimmed hat and 
water bottle were essential survival gear as 
temperatures soared above 95 degrees amid 
a National Weather Service heat advisory, 
with the afternoon humidity making condi-
tions at Rock Creek Park Tennis Center all 
the worse.

For players competing on the hard courts, 
which ratchet up temperatures even more, it 
was enough to trigger the Women’s Tennis 
Association’s extreme-heat protocol, which 
requires giving players a 10-minute break 
after the second set of a three-set match to 
exit the court for a change of clothes, quick 
shower or both.

“I was dreaming about the heat rule,” Li-
udmila Samsonova said during her on-court 
interview after dispatching Ajla Tomlja-
novic, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, in a sweat-fest that lasted 
2 hours 22 minutes.

Their match started at midday on Stadium 
Court, and temperatures climbed steadily. 
Samsonova placed an icebag wrapped in a 
towel on the back of her neck during change-
overs. After she claimed the second set to 
draw even, she got the reprieve for which she 
had longed. “It helped a lot,” she said of the 
10-minute pause. “I took a shower; changed 
the clothes.”

With heat depleting everyone’s energy, the 
tournament grounds were oddly subdued. 
On the black asphalt walkways that wend 
around the courts, spectators took turns 
standing in front of the “Power Breezer,” 
industrial size fan that shoots out a spray of 
water along with a gush of air - akin to a car-
wash without suds or bristles.

With virtually every remaining player in 
action Thursday - including five who were 
scheduled to compete in both singles and 
doubles - the trainers who travel the men’s 
and women’s pro circuit to tape ankles, 
knead muscles, make initial diagnoses and 
dispense treatment were kept busy.

Second-seeded Emma Raducanu took 
on Colombia’s Camila Osorio on Stadium 
Court in full sun at 2:30 p.m., and the first set 
alone lasted 79 minutes, littered with service 
breaks and unforced errors.

Looking on from Raducanu’s box was Dim-
itry Tursunov, who is coaching the reigning 
U.S. Open champion for the first time at this 
tournament on a trial basis. Tursunov spent 

much of the match keeping his eyes locked 
on his charge while shrouding his head with 
a towel.

“I think I died about three times in that 
match,” Raducanu said on court after her 7-6 
(7-5), 7-6 (7-4) victory.

Under the WTA’s extreme heat policy, the 
chair umpire doesn’t have latitude to extend 
the time limit between serves, according to 
WTA supervisor Kerrilyn Cramer. But Radu-
canu and Osorio got an extra reprieve twice 
in the second set when each summoned the 
trainer to tape blisters that worsened amid 
the heat and sweat.

Osorio needed a big toe taped; Raducanu, 
her right hand.

The chance to simply sit for the treatment 
seemed curative in itself as the match passed 
the two hour, 30-minute mark.

Sweden’s Mikael Ymer said he was grate-
ful to have played on clay last week in Umag, 
Croatia, where he said it was even hotter and, 
as a result, helped him acclimate to Wash-
ington’s heat.

“Conditions are very tough,” Ymer said af-
ter advancing to Friday’s quarterfinals with 
a 6-3, 6-7 (3-7), 6-4 victory over Emil Ruu-
suvuori. “I think we are playing one of the 
toughest sports on this planet because, be-
sides dealing with the heat, you also have to 
constantly make so many decisions. I run a 
lot, because my dad was a runner. . . . When I 
run in the heat, I can just focus [on the] next 
step [and] grind it out. But [in tennis], you’re 
grinding and, at the same time, you have this 
opponent that you have to beat.”

By late afternoon, the skies above Rock 
Creek Park Tennis Center darkened, and the 
first crack of thunder erupted at 6 p.m. just 
as fourth-seeded Reilly Opelka and 2019 Citi 
Open champion Nick Kyrgios stepped onto 
court.

Play was suspended 15 minutes later be-
cause of lightning.

At that moment, Hyattsville native Fran-
ces Tiafoe, 24, was deadlocked in the first set 
of his match against No. 8 seed Botic van de 
Zandschulp.

Tiafoe, who learned to play at College 
Park’s Junior Tennis Champions Center, is 
currently ranked 27th in the world, close to 
his career high of No. 25, and is brimming 
with confidence after reaching Wimbledon’s 
fourth round.

He has won just one ATP title during his 
seven seasons on tour (the 2018 Delray 
Beach Open) and said earlier this week that 
he would love to claim his second at Wash-
ington’s Citi Open, which he started attend-
ing at age 4. He recalled his childhood awe in 
seeing such tennis greats as Lleyton Hewitt, 
Andre Agassi and Juan Martin del Potro, 
among others.

“To win this tournament would mean the 
world to me,” Tiafoe said after defeating fel-
low American Chris Eubanks on Wednesday. 
“ . . . To have my name around the stadium 
[where champions’ names are listed] would 
mean a lot to me.”

A fan favorite with family and lifelong 
friends in the Washington area, Tiafoe said 
he and his agent were doing their best to fill 
56 requests for tickets.

“I had 56 reasons why I wanted to win to-
day,” Tiafoe said. “A lot of people came to see 
me play and hopefully win.”

Earlier Thursday, third-seeded Taylor 
Fritz, the top-ranked American, retired from 
his match against Britain’s Dan Evans, trail-
ing 1-4 in the third set.

Conditions promised to fall hardest on 
those scheduled to play both singles and 
doubles matches Thursday. That included 
Tiafoe, Kyrgios, Evans, Van de Zandschulp 
and, in the women’s event, Xiyu Wang of 
China.

In such cases, tour policy states that a 
player does not start his or her second match 
of the day until “after suitable rest.”

Under WTA rules, Cramer explained in an 
email, a tour official meets with the player 
after her singles match to determine whether 
she needs medical treatment or a meal be-
fore resuming play.

In cases of extreme heat, the tour would be 
a bit more “generous,” Cramer said. But as a 
rule, a 90-minute break is allotted between 
matches.

“The ‘heat’ factor might have us extend 
it out by maybe 15 more minutes but not 
more,” Cramer wrote. “Players also want to 
balance if they wait too long, they are here 
until later today and then need to come back 
and play the next day. So all these factors are 
considered.”

At Citi Open, it’s grind and survive in the heat of a D.C. summer

GEOFF BURKE/USA TODAY

Liudmila Samsonova hits a forehand against Ajla Tomjlanovic on day four of the Citi Open at Rock 
Creek Park Tennis Center on Thursday.
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Zits

Pearls Before Swine

Classic Peanuts

Garfield

Pickles

Daily Maze

By Stella Wilder

Born today, you are a powerful individual 
with the ability to affect others merely by your 
presence, and no one knows how to walk 
into a room quite the way you do. Indeed, you 
make such a strong first impression that there 
are those who insist they know you well even 
though they’ve never encountered you a sec-
ond time, and your ability to capture the atten-
tion of others is unmatched among those born 
under your sign. 

Your generosity begins at home, and when 
it comes to your family — and small circle of 
close friends — there is nothing you will not do 
to make them happy. Despite being quite self-
absorbed when it comes to your work, at home 
you are virtually selfless, doing all that is neces-
sary to ensure peace and harmony within your 
four walls.

Also born on this date are: Lucille Ball, ac-
tress and producer; Andy Warhol, artist; Geri 
Halliwell, singer; Robert Mitchum, actor; Vera 
Farmiga, actress; Alexander Fleming, scientist; 
M. Night Shyamalan, director and screenwrit-
er.

To see what is in store for you tomorrow, 
find your birthday and read the corresponding 
paragraph. Let your birthday star be your daily 
guide.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — While others rearrange 

their schedules to accommodate yours, you must 
be sure that what you are doing is as efficient and 
progressive as possible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — The first few steps 
may be the hardest to take today — but once you 
get moving, you’ll be able to steer clear of any-
thing that can slow you down.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — It’s important to 

get the rest you need, but where will you find the 
time? You must be willing to say “no” today to 
one or two propositions.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Financial is-
sues are at the fore, and you ignore them at your 
peril today. You must be willing to take a few dif-
ficult steps at this time.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — You must 
be willing to maneuver freely today when the un-
expected comes your way. Someone you know 
will clarify some ground rules for you.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Your unique 
position allows you to be involved only up to a 
point, after which you’ll be able to remove your-
self from a tricky situation.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Now is no 
time for games — though you can certainly enjoy 
the work you have before you. Your choice of a 
temporary partner causes a stir.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) — You receive nu-
merous messages today that seem promising, 
but only one or two later in the day give you the 
information you really need.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — You receive an 
unusual reaction from one who is usually per-
fectly aligned with your motives and methods. A 
subtle change may be required.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — The pace may 
be slower than usual today, but that doesn’t 
mean you can ease up in any sense. Indeed, you 
may have to work harder than usual.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — While others 
may not understand what you are truly after, 
today you can narrow your focus and prepare 
yourself for one final push.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) — You’ll enjoy the 
chance to catch up with a friend who has been 
out of the picture for a while — but don’t let 
yourself be taken advantage of.

COPYRIGHT 2022 UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE, INC.

Horoscope

Dear Abby,
I graduated from college with a degree in a 

niche field. In my graduating class of nearly 
7,000, there were only four of us with this 
specific degree. I now have a career in the 
field I majored in. I love what 
I do and take pride in it. The 
problem is my family. For 
whatever reason, my parents 
and siblings don’t seem to 
want to remember what I do. 
When people back home ask 
what I’m up to, they come 
up with vague or dismissive 
answers.

When they tell me about it later, they seem 
to think it’s funny. The first few times I could 
laugh about it too, but this has been going on 
for years. Their one-sided running gag has 
grown old. I don’t care that they’re not inter-
ested in what I do, but I feel humiliated and 
hurt when they act so dismissive of it to other 
people. It happened again a few days ago, 
while I was out with my family at an event. A 
family member intentionally messed up the 
name of my workplace multiple times (even 
after I had corrected him) while talking to a 
volunteer. Although I managed to step in, it’s 
still weighing on me. I have tried explaining 
what I do numerous times. It’s not confusing. 
I have even suggested they use broader alter-
natives (if they would say I’m an ecologist, I 
would be thrilled). Nothing has changed. I’m 
left wondering if this runs deeper than a joke 
and they don’t actually take me seriously. Do 
I need to be more blunt? Should I tell them 
this has crossed the line from funny to hurt-
ful? Or am I blowing this out of proportion?

Hurt in the West

You may be putting more energy into this 
than it deserves. You know the importance of 
the work you do. Your relative(s) may be jeal-
ous of your accomplishments or so intellectu-
ally limited that they can’t remember the word 

“ecologist.” If you are present 
when this happens, feel free to 
correct the mistake as you did, 
but do it with humor.

 
Dear Abby,
Please share some thoughts 

about answering the phone 
on speaker. My lifelong friend 

does this. Sometimes I’m aware her husband 
is in the room. Recently, though, we were 
on speaker phone when she told me she was 
going to the beauty salon. When the call con-
nected to her vehicle, I assumed she was by 
herself. We continued our VERY personal 
conversation (I was doing the talking) until 
she got to her destination. That’s when she 
told me THEY had arrived! I didn’t realize 
anyone else was in the car. Am I wrong to be 
upset that she allowed me to do all the talk-
ing while her husband listened in without my 
knowledge? She could have easily switched 
from a speaker to a private call, considering 
the nature of the discussion.

Mad in Missouri

You’re not wrong to be upset. I would be, 
too. If your friend understood that it was sup-
posed to be a confidential conversation, she 
should have told you she wasn’t alone or end-
ed the call. Tell her this made you feel invaded 
and, if you plan to continue your relationship 
with her, set some ground rules for future 
phone conversations.

Family’s dismissal of 
career no longer a joke

DEAR ABBY

JEANNE

PHILLIPS

Dark Side of the Horse

Goren bridge

STEPPING STONE

East-West vulnerable, South deals

 NORTH
 ♠ J 5 4
 ♥ A 8 5 3
 ♦ K 7 6 3
 ♣ 9 5

WEST  EAST
♠ 7 2 ♠ 9 6
♥ 9 2 ♥ J 10 7 6 4
♦ Q 8 5 ♦ A J 4 2
♣ A K Q 10 4 3 ♣ J 2

 SOUTH
 ♠ A K Q 10 8 3
 ♥ K Q
 ♦ 10 9
 ♣ 8 7 6

The bidding:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1♠ 3♣ 3♠ Pass
4♠ All pass

Opening lead: Ace of ♣

Today’s deal was played by Phillip Silverstein, 
one of many excellent players in the New York 
City area.

West started with two high clubs, East playing 
the jack and then the two, showing a doubleton. 
A diamond shift would have defeated the 
contract but that was not easy to see. West chose 

to continue with a third round of clubs, hoping 

East could score a ruff. Silverstein prevented 

instant defeat by ruffing with dummy’s jack of 

spades, but he now had a new problem – there 

was no longer an entry to dummy’s ace of hearts.

Silverstein solved this problem neatly by 

cashing all six of his trumps. This was the 

position with East to play:

 NORTH

 ♠ Void

 ♥ A 8 5

 ♦ K
 ♣ Void

WEST EAST

♠ Void ♠ Void
♥ 9 2 ♥ J 10 7
♦ Q 8 ♦ A J

♣ Void ♣ Void

 SOUTH

 ♠ Void

 ♥ K Q

 ♦ 10 9

 ♣ Void

East still had to make a discard and he could 

not defend the position. He chose to discard the 

jack of diamonds, so Silverstein cashed the king 

and queen of hearts and exited with a diamond 

to the king and ace. East had to lead a heart to 

dummy’s ace. Beautifully done!

WITH BOB JONES
©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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Solution to Friday’s puzzle

Complete the 

grid so each row, 

column and 

3-by-3 box 

(in bold borders) 

contains every 

digit, 1 to 9. 

For strategies 

on how to solve 

Sudoku, visit 

sudoku.org.uk

© 2022 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 1 2 3 4
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Heart of the City

B.C.

Wizard of Id

Andy Capp

Bound & Gagged

Non Sequitur Rubes

Get Fuzzyy

Close to Home

(Answers Monday)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  

All Rights Reserved.
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RIGID TRICK ENGINE AMBUSHYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The mosquitoes’ comments about the humans 
were — BITING REMARKS

”“

For Better or For Worse

ACROSS 
1 Discourteous
5 Go rollerblading

10 Injure with a 
dagger

14 Sandwich cookie
15 Uncanny
16 Toothpaste 

container
17 As strong __ ox
18 Extraordinary
20 June honoree
21 Head toppers
22 Staircase piece
23 Gathers crops
25 Felon
26 Pilot an airplane
28 Many a 

Midwesterner
31 Britches
32 Rub enough to 

make sore
34 Runner 

Sebastian
36 Breakfast fare
37 Layered rock
38 Grand __; 

Pontiac of past 
decades

39 Girl’s nickname
40 Embezzled
41 Ascended
42 Before today, in 

poetry
44 Spheres of the 

world
45 Hors d’oeuvres 

table bowlful
46 Mea __
47 Undress
50 __ on; victimize
51 Small number
54 Surgical center 

schedulings
57 Strove for the 

trophy
58 Compass 

direction
59 Bumbling
60 Frosted
61 Prepares Easter 

eggs
62 Sulks
63 __ out; invites for 

a date

DOWN
1 “__ to Rio”; 

Crosby/Hope film
2 __ Major; 

Big Dipper 
constellation

3 Exact look-alike
4 Geologic period
5 Colorful shawl
6 Hangs on to
7 Up in __; irate
8 Ministroke, for 

short
9 Suffix for racket 

or musket
10 Laundry 

problems
11 Vats
12 Suffix for respect 

or adapt
13 Cold one
19 Denmark’s dollar
21 Hit Broadway 

musical
24 Polishes off
25 Lunch spot
26 Jungle beasts
27 Unclear; 

imprecise
28 Curly cabbage
29 Gymnast’s 

specialty
30 Disturbing sound
32 Soldier’s meal
33 Actor Holbrook
35 Former loves
37 Word in a red 

octagon

38 Item on stage
40 Take potshots
41 Actress Sheedy
43 Royal  

commands
44 Company
46 Thin pancake
47 Drove fast
48 Waiter’s item
49 Popular flower

50 Abbr. in some 
high school 
names

52 Period of time
53 Chances
55 Poorly lit
56 Family card 

game
57 Traveling by 

way of

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved

8/6/22

Crossword Puzzle

Dilbert

Free Range
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By JIM ROSSMAN 
Dallas Morning News

My wife is enamored with 
the idea of outdoor movie 
nights.

You’ve probably seen them 
in commercials or TV shows, 
where people are sitting on 
blankets or lawn chairs watch-
ing a movie projected on a 
sheet in the back yard or on a 
camping trip.

Seems great, right?
I agree, but when I see those 

outdoor movie night scenes, 
all I can think of is, “That’s a 
lot of equipment to bring out 
to the backyard” — including 
a projector, a laptop, a way 
to power the projector and 
speakers for decent sound.

I guess I’m not as romantic 
as my wife.

This week, I’m reviewing 
a projector that would make 
outdoor movie nights a lot 
easier. 

ONE SMALL PACKAGE

The EZCast Beam J4a por-
table projector ($242.99, ama-
zon.com) is small enough to 
fit in your hand, but don’t let 
that fool you. It can throw a 
100-inch diagonal image on a 
sheet, portable screen or even 
the side of the garage.

The J4a can run from an AC 
cord, but it also has a built-in 
rechargeable battery that will 
run for up to four hours.

It has a built-in speaker, but 
as you might guess, the speak-
er isn’t all that big and you’ll 
probably want to look for bet-
ter options. Luckily, EZCast 
gives you a few options for im-
proving the audio.

The projector has a 3.5-mil-
limeter headphone jack on the 
back, so you can connect a set 
of computer speakers, and it 
also has Bluetooth, so you can 
connect it wirelessly to a Blue-
tooth speaker.

The projector uses DLP 
technology from Texas In-
struments, and the picture is 
bright and clear, but it looks 
better in a darkened room or 
outdoors at night. The lamp 
has a brightness of 300 lu-
mens.

It does not output HD video. 
The output resolution is 854 
by 480 pixels, which is stan-
dard definition (think regular 
DVD, not Blu-ray). It looks just 
fine for backyard movie night, 
but I don’t think you’d want a 

Eager for 
a night of 
outdoor 
movies?

It’s easy with the right 
projector

See MOVIES C2

By ALEXIS BENVENISTE
Washington Post

Travel is not cheap right now. For 
those who want to escape this sum-
mer, that means splurging, whether 
you’re filling your tank for a road trip 
or buying a pricey flight. But there’s 

an exception these days: cruises.
Cruise fares remain cheap as the 

industry recovers from pandemic 
lows. In fact, depending on your ve-
hicle and where you’re driving, go-
ing on a cruise might cost you less 
than filling your gas tank.

“If you talk to anyone who has 
traveled — or attempted to travel — 
this summer, you’re likely to hear a 
horror story,” said Chris Gray Faust, 
managing editor of Cruise Critic. 

“The one area of travel bucking that 
unfortunate trend is cruising.”

Flights skyrocketed in price this 
summer, and on top of that, many 
are getting delayed or completely 
canceled. Hotels are expensive, too, 
and coping with labor shortages. Va-
cation rentals are picked over. Driv-
ing isn’t the budget-friendly option 
it once was, either.

Cruise cabins are still available for last-minute trips this summer and fall, and 
they’re some of the most affordable seen in awhile. PexelsSee CRUISE C2

Fuel prices have hit flights 
and drives, but cruise fares 

remain affordable

Taking a cruise could cost 
less than filling your gas tank

By JUSTIN CHANG 
Los Angeles Times

Given all the surreally unnerv-
ing sights there are to see in Jordan 
Peele’s “Nope” — a debris-choked 
windstorm, a weirdly undulating 
tunnel, a circular is-that-what-I-
think-it-is gliding in and out of the 
clouds — it seems fitting that one of 
the movie’s most arresting images 
should be of a pair of eyes. Those 
eyes, wide and terrified, belong to 
a Southern California horse ranch-
er named O.J. Haywood (Daniel 
Kaluuya), who peers up from the 
darkness of a stalled truck as some-
thing very big and very bad looms 
overhead. Until now, during much 
of the story’s slow, suggestive build-
up, O.J.’s gaze has been downcast 
and hard to read, reflecting an indif-
ference that verges on exhaustion. 
It takes a lot to shock those eyes 
wide open, but what he sees now 
gets his attention, to say nothing of 
ours.

You probably remember 
Kaluuya’s eyes staring into the 
sunken-place void of 2017’s “Get 
Out,” a triumph of socially con-
scious horror that proved his and 
Peele’s breakthrough. Their lat-
est collaboration, though also so-
licitous of your shivers, has some-
thing rather different in mind. The 

labyrinthine funhouses and shad-
owy, subterranean depths of “Get 
Out” — and also of Peele’s messi-
er, more ambitiously scaled 2019 
freakout, “Us” — have given way to 
a vast kill zone of wide open spaces 
and bright desert sunshine, shot 
in magnificently dusty vistas by 
Hoyte Van Hoytema (known for his 
frame-filling Imax work on Chris-
topher Nolan’s “Interstellar” and 
“Dunkirk”).

And so while evil still lurks with-
in, as it often does in Peele’s mov-
ies, here it also swoops and soars 
overhead in a cheekily outlandish 
story that the writer-director seems 
to have cooked up during an epic 
binge of “War of the Worlds” (both 
versions), “The Day the Earth Stood 
Still,” “The Thing From Another 
World” (and its better-known re-
make, “The Thing”), “Signs,” “Arriv-
al” and especially “Close Encounters 
of the Third Kind.” Peele is nothing 
if not a pop-culture savant, and here 
he drops any number of classic Hol-
lywood allusions — the spinning cy-
clone from “The Wizard of Oz,” the 
cropduster sequence from “North 
by Northwest” — as easily as he toss-
es out a reference to “Saturday Night 
Live” and, by extension, the larger 
sketch-comedy world where he be-
gan his career.

But Peele’s movie love, sin-
cere and sometimes goofy as it is 
(watch for multiple nods to the 
Dwayne Johnson action vehicle 

“The Scorpion King”), also comes 
with a serrated edge. Perhaps his 
most pointed citation here is to 
“The Horse in Motion” (1878), Ead-
weard Muybridge’s two-second 
black-and-white clip of a man rid-
ing a horse. In “Nope,” that jockey 
— a rare Black man in a white-dom-
inated profession — is conceived 
as a distant relation of O.J. and his 
upbeat younger sister, Em (a terrific 
Keke Palmer), who run a Hollywood 
horse-wrangling business that’s 
been in their family for generations. 
(“Since the moment pictures could 
move, we had skin in the game,” Em 
beams before a visibly bored cam-
era crew.) Even as it plays fast and 
loose with the facts, then, “Nope” 
establishes itself as something of an 
ethically minded Hollywood histo-
ry lesson, with a particular focus on 
the industry’s long, brutal record of 
animal accidents and abuses on set.

This connection is driven home 
by a few horrifying if discreetly 
framed flashbacks to an old ‘90s 
family sitcom whose chimpanzee 
star, Gordy, would appear to have 
been at least partially inspired by 
a real-life simian celebrity named 
Travis. If that doesn’t ring a bell, re-
sist the urge to Google; you’re bet-
ter off hearing Gordy’s story in the 
words of a former co-star, Ricky 
“Jupe” Park (Steven Yeun). Decades 
later, wearing a cowboy hat and a 
chillingly blank half-smile, Jupe 
now runs Jupiter’s Claim, a small 

Old West theme park in Agua Dulce. 
Not far away is the Haywoods’ lone-
ly ranch, which has fallen on tough 
times since the mysterious death of 
O.J. and Em’s father (Keith David), 
and which Jupe wants to absorb 
into his cowboy-kitsch empire. All 
this is taking place barely 50 miles 
north of Los Angeles, in a stretch 
of desert that — with its bright-
colored inflatable skydancers and 
pennant streamers — sometimes 
suggests a used-car lot and some-
times feels like a Hollywood dump-
ing ground.

There’s a lot going on here, in other 
words, even before “Nope” turns our 
attention toward that giant disc fly-
ing ominously overhead, unleashes 
a hellish rain over the Haywoods’ 
ranch and cranks up the volume on 
its shrieking, juddering soundtrack. 
(There are moments when Michael 
Abels’ nerve-shredding score plays 
like a veritable symphony of human 
screams.) But if the story is a welter of 
subplots, tangents and ideas — to the 
point of being overly taken at times 

Say yup to Jordan Peele’s ‘Nope’
‘NOPE’

MPAA RATING: R (for language 
throughout and some violence/
bloody images)
RUNNING TIME: 2:10
HOW TO WATCH: In theaters now

It’s the rare thriller 
Hollywood can look up to

From left, Daniel Kaluuya, Keke Palmer and Brandon Perea star in “Nope.” The Jordan Peele film is a Western in more than one sense, an idea borne out 
by Kaluuya’s taciturn heroism and the ragtag crew that soon comes together, mounting a brave stand against a nameless hunter that soon becomes the 
hunted. Universal Pictures/TNS

See NOPE C2
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with its own conceptual daring 
— Peele’s visual craft shows an 
admirable finesse and discre-
tion. He long ago absorbed the 
key lesson of “Jaws,” namely 
that what we don’t see is almost 
always scarier than what we do 
see, and that delayed gratifica-
tion can amplify the power of 
suggestion. And so for a lengthy 
stretch he keeps his secret 
weapon a legitimate secret, 
with the unspoken assurance 
that everything (or at least a lot) 
will be revealed in due course.

In the meantime, you can 
savor the prickles of comic 
tension between O.J. and Em, 
and appreciate how Kaluuya’s 
and Palmer’s initially clashing 
rhythms — his slow and dour, 
hers fast and excitable — gradu-
ally come to complement each 
other as their characters join 
forces. You might also reflect 
on all the Western iconography 
in Ruth De Jong’s meticulous 
production design, from the 
Haywoods’ dwindling stable of 
horses and the phony saloon 
exteriors of Jupiter’s Claim to 
the way that saucer in the sky, 
from certain angles, resembles 

the underside of a giant cow-
boy hat. “Nope” is a Western in 
more than one sense, an idea 
borne out by Kaluuya’s taciturn 
heroism and the ragtag crew — 
including a friendly electron-
ics-store employee, Angel (the 
likable Brandon Perea) — that 
soon comes together, mount-
ing a brave stand against a 
nameless hunter that soon be-
comes the hunted.

As in “Us,” Peele shows a 
fondness for Old Testament 
scripture, opening here with 
a grim quote from the prophet 
Nahum: “I will cast abomi-
nable filth at you, make you 
vile, make you a spectacle.” 
That latter word, “spectacle,” 
is crucial; it sets the stage for 
Peele’s inquiry into the busi-
ness of exploiting Mother 
Nature’s creations — be they 
chimp or horse — for the pur-
poses of mass entertainment. 
But it also suggests another 
kind of spectacle, the kind 
that transforms casual ob-
servers into camera-wielding 
obsessives, driving them to 
risk their lives and minds to 
prove that otherworldly phe-
nomena exist. What binds 
this movie so closely to “Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind” 
has less to do with alien visi-
tors, in the end, than with the 

fervent curiosity that they 
can inspire. Some version of 
that obsession grabs hold of 
O.J., Em, Jupe and Angel; it 
also consumes a local cinema-
tographer, Antlers (Michael 
Wincott, channeling Robert 
Shaw), who fuels their deter-
mination to capture incon-
trovertible evidence of what 
they’re seeing.

In some ways, then, “Nope” 
is a movie about the challenge 
of getting the perfect shot, an 
aim that Peele shares on a prac-
tical and artistic level — there’s 
no shortage of well-framed, 
jaw-dropping images — even 
as he cautions against it in the 
abstract. The four-letter title, 
which the characters mutter 
under their breath at moments 
of heightened anxiety, also 
functions as a kind of warning. 
In a sense, Peele wants to use 
a Hollywood genre template 
to mount a critique of Holly-
wood barbarism, to lay bare 
the callousness of an industry 
that grinds dreams into dust 
and exacts a lot of unseen col-
lateral damage. And because 
the audience plays its part in 
this vicious cycle, Peele means 
to complicate the very act of 
watching, to suggest that it 
can have its moral costs as well 
as its undeniable pleasures. 

That’s one reason he implies 
rather than embraces the vio-
lence of his story’s darkest mo-
ments, turning the unspeak-
able into the unshowable.

All of which may leave 
“Nope” feeling like some-
thing of a B-movie ourobo-
ros, an unusually well-made 
and imaginative thriller that’s 
sometimes tripped up by its 
own high-mindedness — and 
also, perhaps, by a closing 
stretch that struggles to bring 
Peele’s grand intentions to-
gether. Still, there’s no deny-
ing the richness of his ideas or 
the skill with which he taps in-
to his inner Steven Spielberg, 
an inspiration that can seem 
tiresome in the wrong hands, 
but which here feels uniquely 
pointed and purposeful. One 
of Peele’s more subversive 
touches is to effectively wea-
ponize the convention known 
as “the Spielberg face,” a term 
that, as unpacked at length by 
the critic and essayist Kevin B. 
Lee, describes Spielberg’s sig-
nature images of characters 
gazing up, in beatific wonder-
ment, at the spectacle in front 
of them. In “Nope,” Peele’s 
characters keep watching the 
skies even at their peril, un-
able to tear their eyes away. 
You’ll know the feeling.

Nope 
From C1

projector of this size or resolu-
tion to replace the TV or pro-
jector in your living room. 

GETTING IT SET UP

Once you unbox the J4a, the 
first order of business is to in-
stall the wireless dongle, which 
comes packed separately. 
There is a recessed USB port on 
the back of the projector that is 
designed to receive the wire-
less dongle, which resembles a 
small flash drive. Once the don-
gle is in place, it sits flush with 
the back, and there isn’t an easy 
way to remove it.

I’m not sure why the dongle 
isn’t installed at the factory or 
why Wi-Fi isn’t just built-in, 
but the installation took about 
three seconds.

Once you power on the pro-
jector, you can enter the set-
tings and set up the Wi-Fi con-
nection.

There are buttons on the top 
of the projector that allow you 
to navigate around the screen 
and enter text for logins and 
passwords.

There is also a very slick re-
mote control that needs two 
AAA batteries (not included) 
that allows for easier screen 
navigation.

The remote uses Bluetooth 
and must be paired to the pro-
jector before use. Once paired, 
when you are using the remote, 
a pointer shows up on the pro-
jector screen and you can move 
the pointer by waving the re-
mote in the air. It is pretty slick.

CONNECTIONS

The J4a gives you several 
ways to project your video con-
tent.

It has built-in Wi-Fi and it 
has a processor running the An-
droid 10 operating system.

This means the projector 
can connect to a Wi-Fi network 
or hotspot mode on your cell-
phone to stream video from the 
internet.

It is amazing to think this 
small projector can sit in the 
middle of your backyard and 
stream Netflix or Disney+ with 
no wires at all.

It also has an HDMI port 
so you can connect a laptop, 
phone or tablet with an HDMI 

output.
The J4a has a USB port so you 

can play video files stored on a 
flash drive.

Finally, the last way to con-
nect is wirelessly.

The company is called EZ-
Cast, after all, so one might sur-
mise that it would allow you to 
“cast” wirelessly to the projec-
tor.

You can wirelessly cast video 
from an iOS or Android phone 
or tablet or from a Windows or 
Macintosh computer.

To cast, the projector and 
phone, tablet or computer 
need to be on the same Wi-Fi 
network. Getting the wireless 
casting set up took me about 
20 minutes, which isn’t a huge 
amount of time, but I would not 
call it a simple setup.

Getting the projector to talk 
to my Wi-Fi network took four 
or five tries, and when I thought 
everything was set up right, the 
projector was supposed to show 
up in the list for screen mirror-
ing on my iPhone or Mac.

I’m not sure why things took 
so long, but after messing with 
the settings and restarting 
things for about 15 minutes, 
the projector finally showed 
up in the settings of my phone 
and laptop and I was able to cast 
without issue.

I did notice there was a bit of 
lag between the video and the 
audio, so the voices were out 
of sync to the lips of the people 
speaking. This wasn’t an issue 
with HDMI or flash drive videos 
or with streaming. 

HOW DID IT WORK?

The J4a is a very nice option 
for outdoor movie night.

I added a Bluetooth speaker 
into the mix to improve the 
sound, and getting a portable 
screen or even a nice white 
sheet will make the picture look 
great.

The projector ships with a 
tiny tripod and a carry bag.

Pros: Easy to carry, decent 
battery life, many ways to con-
nect.

Cons: Setup could be easier, 
no HD output, tiny speaker.

Bottom line: My wife is al-
ready planning our outdoor 
movie schedule. 

Jim Rossman writes for The 
Dallas Morning News. He may 
be reached at jrossman@dallas-
news.com. 

Movies 
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Daniel Kaluuya, left, and Keke Palmer in “Nope.” Universal Pictures

Cruise cabins are still 
available for last-minute 
trips this summer and into 
the fall. “Fares are some of 
the most affordable we’ve 
seen in a while,” Gray Faust 
said. “You’d be hard-pressed 
to find a land-based travel 
experience that’s more af-
fordable or convenient this 
summer.”

Four- and five-night Ba-
hamas cruises on Carnival in 
August and September cost 
as little as $25 per night on 
some travel websites, includ-
ing Priceline and Cruises.
com. Taxes and fees are not 
included and, in some cases, 
are more than fares.

You can book a seven-night 
Mexican Riviera cruise on 
Carnival in August for $40 per 
night, and if you want to take 
that same cruise in Septem-
ber, it’s $36. A seven-night 
Royal Caribbean cruise in 
September is $92 per night 
— and that’s if you want a 
room with an ocean view, a 
steal compared to what you’d 
cough up for a decent hotel.

Prices are low beyond the 
Caribbean and Mexico. For a 
seven-night trip to Northern 
Europe with Royal Caribbean 
in August, with stops in Nor-
way and Denmark, an ocean-
view room is $97 a night and 
a room with a balcony is $109 
per night. A balcony room on 
a Princess cruise to France 
and Italy costs $123 a night, 
a little pricier than the other 
cruise options.

The demand for cruising 

has been pent up. Cruises 
returned to U.S. waters last 
summer after being docked 
in March 2020, but only a 
limited number of ships were 
sailing. Those cruise ships 
had occupancy limits, allow-
ing only 50% capacity. Now, 
a year later, most cruise lines 
have fully returned, and oc-
cupancy limits have disap-
peared. “The number of 
available cabins dramatically 
increased, naturally making 
way for more competitive 
fares as lines worked to fill 
cabins for the summer sea-
son,” Gray Faust said.

When it comes to pandem-
ic-related risks, some travel-
ers feel safer on cruises, and 
others feel the risk is higher 
than any other form of trav-
el. Just this month, the Coral 
Princess had more than 100 
covid cases onboard in Aus-
tralia. Cruise companies 

have been dealing with the 
reality that the coronavirus 
will find its way onto ships. 
As of last Wednesday, 93 of 
the 94 ships reporting coro-
navirus data to the CDC were 
under observation for COVID 
cases onboard.

This week, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion ended a pandemic-era 
program that disclosed coro-
navirus cases on ships to the 
public. While companies 
will continue to report cases 
to the agency, the CDC says 
travelers should now check 
with their cruise line for pre-
cautions and coronavirus 
levels. The agency dropped 
cruises from its pandemic 
travel advisory in March.

Many of the big cruise 
lines, including Royal Carib-
bean and Carnival, require 
passengers to be vaccinated 
and present a negative test 

result before boarding. Ear-
lier this month, Norwegian 
Cruise Line dropped its test-
ing requirement; it still has 
a vaccination mandate. But 
the BA.5 variant poses a high 
risk of infection, even for 
travelers who are vaccinated 
or have been infected in the 
past.

Coronavirus risks aside, 
cruising is not everyone’s 
favorite way to travel. But 
when you compare cruising 
to land- and air-based travel, 
the value and convenience of 
a cruise vacation is hard to 
beat, Gray Faust said.

“We’ve heard from many 
cruise lines that they have 
no intent of significantly in-
creasing pricing in the short-
term,” she said. “After so long 
without cruising, they want 
to be sure to not add any un-
necessary barriers to book-
ing.”

Cruise 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ended a pandemic-era program that disclosed 
coronavirus cases on ships to the public. Travelers should now check with their cruise line for 
precautions and coronavirus levels, the CDC says. Pexels

By KENAN DRAUGHORNE 
Los Angeles Times

“Halloween” is coming to an 
end, but not before one final 
showdown between Jamie Lee 
Curtis and Michael Myers.

The official trailer for “Hal-
loween Ends” has arrived, 
promising a horrifying climax to 
complete the “Halloween” tril-
ogy. Over suspenseful strings, 
we see a barrage of jump scares 
and screams, culminating in a 
snippet of the do-or-die struggle 
between Myers and Curtis’ Lau-
rie Strode.

The upcoming movie follows 
2021’s “Halloween Kills” and 
2018’s “Halloween,” all of which 
starred Curtis and were directed 
by David Gordon Green. Even 
though there have been 12 films 
since the franchise’s inception 
(“Halloween Ends” will be No. 
13), the 2018 flick was consid-
ered a direct sequel to the 1978 
original.

“Trick or treat?” Curtis tweet-
ed a few minutes before the new 
trailer dropped Tuesday night, 

attempting to get fans excited. 
“Were you a good person to-
day? Do you deserve some eye 
candy?”

Last year’s “Halloween Kills” 
smashed its opening weekend 
box office , soaring past its pro-
jected $35-$40 million and land-
ing at $50.4 million, according 
to estimates from Comscore, a 
measurement firm. The movie 
was simultaneously released in 
theaters and NBCUniversal’s 
“Peacock” streaming service.

Speaking to the L.A. Times 
last year about “Halloween 
Kills,” Kyle Richards — who will 
reprise her role as Lindsey Wal-
lace in the finale — talked about 
the challenges of returning to 
the big screen after a stint on 
“The Real Housewives of Bever-
ly Hills.” She’ll be stepping into 
the shoes of the same character 
she played in the original 1978 
movie.

“Things have changed with 
hair and makeup now,” she said. 
“They’re, like, ‘Oh, we have to 
do this lewk.’ I’ll say, ‘It doesn’t 
look like me, so why do I have to 
wear it?’ They’re like, ‘You want 
to look current, don’t you?’ I’ve 
had the same hair since ‘Little 
House on the Prairie.’

“Halloween Ends” is set to be 
released on Oct. 14.

Trailer teases final 
horror showdown

Jamie Lee Curtis stars in “Halloween Kills.” Universal Pictures/TNS

Jamie Lee Curtis, 
Michael Myers 

to battle it out in 
‘Halloween Ends’
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By ELLIE KRIEGER
Washington Post

The French term amuse-bouche, 
which translates to “mouth amus-
er” and refers to the one-bite starter 
served at many restaurants, doesn’t 
sound quite as poetic in English, but 
if you are looking for a little something 
to amuse your mouth, this recipe, 
which features marinated cubes of 
feta with grapes, delivers.

The skewers, standing vertically 
and majestically on the serving dish, 
begin to entice with their beautiful 
presentation even before you take a 
bite. Pop one in your mouth and you 
get a jazzy quartet of flavors.

First there’s the briny feta, bright-
ened with a lemony marinade and ac-
cented with a ping of coarsely ground 
fennel seed and black pepper. Then, 
suddenly, the sweet-tart juiciness of 
the green grape bursts in. And, finally, 
there’s a cooling clear note from the 
fresh mint leaf.

Each skewer is one titillating bite 
that will leave you wanting anoth-
er, which is why this recipe makes 
enough for each person to have at 
least three.

An ideal way to kick off an alfresco 
summer gathering, these skewers 
make for a memorable way to whet 
everyone’s appetite and get them ex-
cited for what’s next.

MARINATED FETA AND GRAPE 

SKEWERS

Total time: 20 mins, plus 1 to 3 
hours marinating time

6 to 7 servings; makes 21 skewers
These one-bite skewers begin to 

entice even before you take a bite, 
with their beautiful presentation, 
standing vertically and majestically 
on the serving dish. Pop one in your 
mouth and you get a quartet of fla-
vors, with briny feta, brightened with 
a lemony marinade and accented 
with coarsely ground fennel seed and 
black pepper; a sweet-tart burst of 
juicy green grape; and finally, a cool-
ing, clear note from the fresh mint 
leaf. Each skewer is one titillating 
bite that will leave you wanting an-
other, which is why this recipe makes 
enough for each person to have at 
least three.

You’ll need 21 toothpicks or short 
skewers.

Make Ahead: The feta needs to 
marinate at least 1 and up to 3 hours 
before serving. The skewers may be 
made several hours in advance and 
stored in the refrigerator until ready 
to serve. Let come to room tempera-
ture before serving.

1 teaspoon fennel seed
1/2 teaspoon whole black peppercorns
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 1/2 teaspoons finely grated lemon zest
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
One (4-ounce) block feta cheese, cut 

into 1/2-inch cubes (to yield 21 cubes)
21 fresh mint leaves (1/3 cup)
21 green grapes (1 cup)

Place the fennel seeds and pepper-
corns into a small, sealable bag and 
use a mallet or rolling pin to coarsely 
crush them. Alternatively, crush them 
using a spice grinder.

Transfer the crushed spices to a 
medium bowl. Add the oil, lemon zest 
and juice, and stir to combine. Gently 
stir in the feta cubes and marinate for 
1 hour at room temperature or up to 3 
hours in the refrigerator, stirring gen-
tly a few times as they marinate.

To make the skewers, place a mint 
leaf about ¾ inch up the skewer, then 
add a grape, and then gently place a 
cube of the marinated feta on the end. 
Serve, or refrigerate until needed.

Nutrition information per serv-
ing (3 skewers), based on 7 | Calories: 
59; Total Fat: 4 g; Saturated Fat: 3 g; 
Cholesterol: 14 mg; Sodium: 181 mg; 
Carbohydrates: 3 g; Dietary Fiber: 0 g; 
Sugar: 3 g; Protein: 2 g

This analysis is an estimate based 
on available ingredients and this 
preparation. It should not substitute 
for a dietitian’s or nutritionist’s ad-
vice.

From cookbook author and reg-
istered nutritionist dietitian Ellie 
Krieger.

Marinated feta and grape skewers are 

enticing little bites

Marinated Feta and Grape Skewers. Tom McCorkle/Washington Post

Marinated Feta and Grape Skewers. Tom McCorkle/Washington Post

By M. CARRIE ALLAN
Washington Post

It was tempting to write a Dirty 
Shirley story that embraced mini-
malism:

How to make a Dirty Shirley
Don’t!
The end.
But the Dirty Shirley phenom-

enon — to the extent it exists — 
offers so much to unpack: What 
defines a good drink? If a drink 
goes crazy on social media, does it 
always have legs in the bar world? 
Can better ingredients “fix” a drink 
that, in its usual form, makes many 
craft bartenders roll their eyes so 
far into their heads they can see 

their own back tattoos?
To explain: The Shirley Temple 

is the world’s most famous “mock-
tail,” a mix of grenadine and ginger 
ale or Sprite most often served to 
children and named for the dim-
pled child movie star of the 1930s. 
Some origin stories claim it was 
made for the wee Temple after she 
made a fuss wanting the mara-
schino cherries in her parents’ 
cocktails, but the adult Temple dis-
avowed the drink and even sued to 
prevent commercial versions with 
her name. Boozy versions have 
long existed, some traveling under 
the witty name of Shirley Temple 
Black (the actress’s married name).

In May of this year, the New York 
Times ran a story headlined “Is the 
Dirty Shirley the Drink of the Sum-
mer?” It noted that millennials re-
turning to the city post-pandemic 

were driving a trend that went 
far beyond one bar in SoHo: Tik-
Tok videos of the drink had been 
viewed by millions.

I’d never heard of a Dirty Shirley, 
but I could see the visual appeal — 
scarlet grenadine trickled in for an 
ombré effect, a perky neon cher-
ry. But the recipe — just a Shirley 
Temple “dirtied” with alcohol — 
answered the headline’s question: 
Not of my summer. The very idea 
had my tooth enamel filing a griev-
ance.

Fearing the pandemic had so 
decimated New York’s hospital-
ity scene that craft bartenders who 
would once have guided these kids 
to better drinks had all left town, I 
went about my day, after yelling at 
some TikTokers to get off my lawn.

Dirty Shirley Cocktail. Jennifer Heffner/Washington Post See DRINK C8

Dirty Shirley as the drink of the summer?
Surely, this reporter 
writes, you can’t be 

serious

By LESLIE PATTON, KIM CHIPMAN & 
ANDREA BOSSI
Bloomberg

People really begin notic-
ing inflation when it shows up 
in things that they regularly 
buy. That’s why gasoline and 
milk get so much attention. 
Add bread to a growing list of 
basics that are rising in price 
and crushing consumer senti-
ment.

Amid the highest U.S. in-
flation in four decades, bread 
prices have soared this year, 
pushing more premium op-
tions to an unheard-of $10 a 
loaf and beyond.

“It’s kind of like a punch in 
the nose,” said Mark Cohen, 
director of retail studies at 
Columbia University. These 
are prices “nobody has seen 
before” and have the same 
impact as gasoline hitting $5 a 
gallon, he said.

The big question with the 
U.S. economy is how long 
can consumer demand hold 
up amid such inflation. When 
shoppers are worried about 
their finances, they tradition-
ally cut back on discretionary 
items, and they are doing that 
(see Netflix and Peloton).

But the cracks in demand 
are spreading to basic goods. 
Shoppers are skipping the 
bread aisle, with unit pur-
chases from U.S. grocers de-
clining 2.7% over the past year 
through July 2, according to 
data from NielsenIQ. Ameri-
cans have also bought less 
milk and eggs from retailers 
over the same period, though 
a portion of all these declines 
can be chalked up to a return 
to eating out.

Two major producers of 
packaged goods said last week 
that they are seeing waning 
demand. At PepsiCo, price in-
creases have hurt volume, in-
cluding declines last quarter 
in North America for its bev-
erages — which span soda to 
juice — and snacks. Conagra 
Brands, the maker of Slim Jim 
jerky and Hunts tomato sauce, 
plans to keep raising prices 
even while acknowledging 
that those hikes led to a 6% 
drop in units.

All this is weighing on Krista 
Hoffman, a 29-year-old self-
described stay-at-home mom 
with three kids. She plans 
meals around weekly deals 
and digital coupons, but that 
hasn’t stopped her from cut-
ting out items like juice boxes 
that have gotten too expen-
sive. Rising meat prices have 
also pushed her to buy cheap-
er ground beef and plan more 
meatless dinners.

Bread 
for $10 is 
the new 
$5 gas 

Food prices give 
America sticker shock

See BREAD C8

By DEEDEE STIEPAN 
Mayo Clinic News Network

Ice cream, strawberries, 
packaged salads, even peanut 
butter — they all have been 
in the news in recent months 
because of links to foodborne 
illness as reported to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Each week, the CDC inves-
tigates dozens of foodborne 
illnesses, like salmonella or 
listeria infections involving 
multiple states. Dr. Nipunie 
Rajapakse, a pediatric infec-
tious diseases physician, has 
more in this Mayo Clinic Min-
ute.

Eating certain foods, like 
undercooked meat and poul-
try, can make you sick. They 
might be contaminated with 
bacteria like salmonella or E. 
coli. That’s why cooking food 
to a proper temperature and 
avoiding cross-contamination 
is so important.

But what about dairy prod-
ucts like cheese and ice cream? 
Products made with raw milk 
can sometimes carry harmful 
germs including listeria.

“Listeria is a type of bacte-
ria that is usually transmitted 
through food and food prod-
ucts. It is especially a concern 
if you’re pregnant, if you’re 
elderly or if you have a weak-
ened immune system for some 
reason,” says Dr. Rajapakse.

It’s not just soft serve that’s 
causing listeria illness.

“If you look at all the out-
breaks that have been report-
ed in the last few years, there’s 
really a wide variety of differ-
ent foods, including some 
foods that we would think of as 
being quite healthy.”

How to 
keep 

current on 
food recalls

CDC warns eating 
contaminated food 

can make people sick

Products made with raw milk 
can sometimes carry harmful 
germs including listeria. 
Alexandra Malyk/Dreamstime/TNS

Keep current on food 
outbreaks from the CDC:

wdt.me/cdcoutbreak

Visit Now!

Food
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• Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves, 
     debris & more.

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean
     clogged gutters.

• Durable, all-weather tested system.

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutt ers for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All parti cipants who att end an esti mated 60-90 minute in-home product consultati on will receive a $50 gift  card. No purchase is necessary.  Retail value is $50. Off er sponsored by LeafGuard 
Holdings, Inc. Limit one gift  card per household. LeafGuard procures, sells, and installs seamless gutt er protecti on. This off er is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.  If married or have a life partner, both cohabitati ng persons 
must att end and complete presentati on together. Parti cipants must have a valid photo ID, understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this off er: employees of LeafGuard or 
affi  liated companies or enti ti es, their immediate family members, previous parti cipants in a LeafGuard in-home consultati on within the past 12 months and all current and former LeafGuard customers. Promoti on may not be extend-
ed, transferred, or substi tuted except that LeafGuard may substi tute a gift  card of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift  card and terms and conditi ons (htt ps://www.darden.com/gift -cards/terms-and-conditi ons) of such 
gift  card will be mailed to the parti cipant via fi rst class US Mail within 21 days of receipt of promoti on form provided at consultati on. Not valid in conjuncti on with any other promoti on or discount of any kind. Off er not sponsored or 
promoted by Darden Restaurants and is subject to change without noti ce prior to reservati on.  Off er ends 5/31/22.

Receive a $50 
restaurant gift 

card with in-home 
estimate & free 

gutter inspection!**

YEARS BACKED 

BY THE SEAL

16

$99
Installation

on a Complete
LeafGuard

System!
DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.

EXPIRES 5/31/22.

Call today for a free estimate!

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
(833) 711-1399

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of North Jersey in New Jersey under NJDCA license number 13VH09010100, in Putnam County, NY under license number PC7286 and in Westchester County, NY under license number WC-29388-H17

No Clipping Required.

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.
1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$507
2

 SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

006131

FREE duffel bag when you 

request your free quote!4

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-877-933-2709
No coupon necessary.

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced drivers who switch save an 

average of $5072 in the fi rst year alone — and they get all the benefi ts 

and privileges you’d expect with the AARP Auto Insurance Program from 

The Hartford. Your own savings could actually be greater. 

■ 24/7 claims service    

■ Accident forgiveness3  

■ New car replacement3

The only national auto insurance 
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford*96%

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

Call The Hartford
1-877-933-2709

AARP and its affi liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states.
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Answers on C8 Answers on C8

Last week’s puzzle answers

By Stella Wilder

Born Sunday, you are far more inter-
ested in the way things were than the way 
they are or might be, and this attention to 
the past is sure to win you a great deal of 
respect and many professional accolades 
— if you are careful not to ignore the pres-
ent or the future entirely. You must always 
remember that you live in the here and 
now. 

While you are totally capable of under-
standing the mathematical and the sci-
entific, you tend to see things more from 
the artist’s perspective in that you focus 
on the very human elements of all that you 
study. You have a vivid imagination that 
allows you to translate facts and figures 
into practical concerns — and a deeper 
understanding of people in general.  

Also born on this date are: Charlize 
Theron, actress; David Duchovny, actor; 
Billie Burke, actress; Tobin Bell, actor; 
Wayne Knight, actor; Louis Leakey, an-
thropologist; Garrison Keillor, writer and 
radio personality; John Glover, actor.

To see what is in store for you Mon-
day, find your birthday and read the cor-
responding paragraph. Let your birthday 

star be your daily guide.

MONDAY, AUGUST 8

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — You’re going to 
have to deal with someone in charge in or-
der to get a new idea up and running today 
when a surprising obstacle appears.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Competi-
tion with a friendly rival is likely to heat up 
some today, and you may find yourself try-
ing to get your bearings in a strange setting.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — What others 
have done can be done by you as well today 
— but is that really how you can best fulfill 
a need? Trust your instincts.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Mental or 
physical health may require some attention 
today after you realize that a recent project 
has taken more of a toll than expected.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — You 
may not be willing to do or say what is re-
quired early in the day, but later on, you’ll 
understand just how important it is to do 
so.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Some-
one comes up with a theory that you are 
able to back almost immediately — but 
soon you may think that you have over-
looked a key point.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — You have 
a clear view of what lies ahead, but your in-
terpretation of certain trends may lead you 
astray temporarily. Get back on track.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) — Don’t let 
anyone get the best of you today by doing 
something you cannot see. You must be 
fully aware of all that goes on around you.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) — It’s a good 
time to decompress a bit, and you may 
want to allow yourself to drift somewhat as 
you take stock and consider your options.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — Do what 
you are asked without objection today; you 
will make more progress than expected 
while also impressing one of your superi-
ors.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) — You may 
find yourself allied with someone today 
whose motives have been very different 
from your own, but right now you are more 
closely aligned.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) — The last 
thing you want to do today is repeat your-
self, so forge ahead with confidence when 
you are given the chance to explore new ter-
ritory.

COPYRIGHT 2022 UNITED FEATURE SYNDICATE, INC.
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Tribune News Service

Here are the bestsellers for the week that ended Saturday, July 
16, compiled from data from independent and chain bookstores, 
book wholesalers and independent distributors nationwide, 
powered by NPD BookScan.

HARDCOVER FICTION

1. The 6:20 Man. David Baldacci. Grand Central
2. The It Girl. Ruth Ware. Scout
3. The Hotel Nantucket. Elin Hilderbrand. Little, Brown
4. Sparring Partners. John Grisham. Doubleday
5. Rising Tiger. Brad Thor. Atria/Bestler
6. The Best Is Yet to Come. Debbie Macomber. Ballantine
7. Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and Tomorrow. Gabrielle Zevin. 
Knopf
8. Escape. Patterson/Ellis. Little, Brown

9. Lore Olympus, Vol. 2. Rachel Smythe. Random House Worlds
10. Suspects. Danielle Steel. Delacorte

HARDCOVER NONFICTION

1. Tanqueray. Johnson/Stanton. St. Martin’s
2. The Power of One More. Ed Mylett. Wiley
3. Thank You for Your Servitude. Mark Leibovich. Penguin Press
4. Battle for the American Mind. Pete Hegseth. Broadside
5. Killing the Killers. O’Reilly/Dugard. St. Martin’s
6. Suppression, Deception, Snobbery, and Bias. Ari Fleischer. 
Broadside
7. Atlas of the Heart. Brene Brown. Random House
8. Defeating Big Government Socialism. Newt Gingrich. Center 

Street
9. Finding Me. Viola Davis. Harperone
10. Leadership. Henry Kissinger. Penguin Press

MASS MARKET

1. Where the Crawdads Sing (media tie-in). Delia Owens. 
Putnam
2. It’s Better This Way. Debbie Macomber. Ballantine
3. The Summer House. Patterson/DuBois. Grand Central
4. Rich Dad Poor Dad. Robert T. Kiyosaki. Plata
5. Brannigan’s Land. Johnstone/Johnstone. Pinnacle
6. The Return. Nicholas Sparks. Grand Central
7. Complications. Danielle Steel. Dell

8. The Guest List. Lucy Foley. Morrow
9. The Last Goodnight. Kat Martin. Zebra
10. Win. Harlan Coben. Grand Central

TRADE PAPERBACK

1. Verity. Colleen Hoover. Grand Central
2. Reminders of Him. Colleen Hoover. Montlake
3. Book Lovers. Emily Henry. Berkley
4. Where the Crawdads Sing (media tie-in). Delia Owens. Putnam
5. Every Summer After. Carley Fortune. Berkley
6. Heaven Official’s Blessing: Tian Guan Ci Fu, Vol. 3. Mo Xiang 
Tong Xiu. Seven Seas
7. Kaiju No. 8, Vol. 3. Naoya Matsumoto. Viz
8. Malibu Rising. Taylor Jenkins. Reid Ballantine
9. Things We Never Got Over. Lucy Score. Bloom
10. The Love Hypothesis. Ali Hazelwood. Berkley

Publisher’s Weekly best-sellers

By BECKY MELOAN
Washington Post

Modern and historical fic-
tion, a thriller with a tinge of 
horror, whip-smart satires and 
several engrossing memoirs of-
fer multiple selections to read 
under a beach umbrella or atop 
a hammock.

‘Joan,’ by Katherine J. Chen 
(Random House)

Joan of Arc has long en-
thralled novelists, who have 
portrayed her as a virginal war-
rior with holy visions. In her 
afterword, Chen describes try-
ing to reconcile these conflict-
ing representations of fighter 
and saint. It wasn’t until she 
imagined the brutality of Joan’s 
youth in a medieval war zone 
that she could realistically cap-
ture her protagonist’s human-
ity. Chen’s Joan has a scrappy, 
resilient childhood filled with 
both abuse and love. She grows 
up learning to fight, but always 
for justice on behalf of the peo-
ple and country she loves.

‘Fellowship Point,’ by Alice 
Elliott Dark (Scribner/Marysue 
Rucci Books)

Dark, best known for her 
award-winning short story “In 
the Gloaming,” made into a 
movie starring Glenn Close, 
has released her first novel in 20 
years, an ambitious and satis-
fying tale of the lifelong friend-
ship between two women in 
their 80s. When Maine coastal 
development encroaches on 
the land trust held by the few 
residents of their Quaker-in-
spired summer community, 
friends Agnes and Polly con-
tend with shifting demands 
and loyalties while considering 
what they believe is right for 
their own legacies and for the 
nature they strive to preserve.

‘Corinne,’ by Rebecca Morrow 
(St. Martin’s Press)

As a teenager in a fundamen-
talist church, Corinne idolizes 
strait-laced Enoch Miller, the 
eldest son of the people who 
brought her family into the fold. 
More than a decade later, after 
Corinne has been cast out of 
the church and cut off from her 
family, she has never felt wor-
thy of love. But after a chance 
encounter with churchgoing 
Enoch, a mutual attraction re-
kindles — and raises a question 
about love and faith: Can you 
have one when you don’t share 
the other?

‘Any Other Family,’ by Elea-
nor Brown (Putnam)

Two weeks in a vacation 
rental will test any family’s 
togetherness capabilities, es-
pecially one with newly built 
bonds. Brown thoughtfully ex-
plores the ways a chosen fam-
ily’s dynamics work, or do not, 
through the voices of three 
adoptive mothers of four bio-
logical siblings. Committing to 
keep their children connected, 
their fragile unity is tested when 
the children’s birth mother an-
nounces she is pregnant again. 
Brown’s experience with adop-
tion brings emotional depth to 
her chronicle of each woman’s 
anxieties.

‘Sister Mother Warrior,’ by 
Vanessa Riley (William Mor-
row)

Two real-life women — 
Marie-Claire, a free woman 
of color who became the first 
empress of Haiti, and Gran 
Toya, an enslaved warrior who 
became a freedom fighter — 
were Riley’s inspirations for 
this expansive saga. Despite 
different backgrounds, their 
connections with revolutionary 
leader Jean-Jacques Dessalines 
brought them together to play 
crucial parts in Haiti’s fight for 
independence from French 
colonial rule. Riley expertly 
weaves together the women’s 

stories, vividly reframing a de-
fining moment in Western his-
tory.

‘Dirtbag, Massachusetts: A 
Confessional,’ by Isaac Fitzger-
ald (Bloomsbury, July 19)

After his early years in Bos-
ton, Fitzgerald’s childhood was 
abruptly transformed at age 
8 with a move to rural western 
Massachusetts into a dilapi-
dated house next to his disap-
proving grandparents. Suffer-
ing through his parents’ rocky 
marriage and his mother’s 
mental instability, he made 
rage-induced choices, such as 
starting a teenage fight club and 
drinking himself into oblivion, 
but he never stopped search-
ing for a community that would 
embrace him. That search took 
him from San Francisco to 
Burma (now Myanmar), and he 
candidly shares the formative 
experiences that helped him 
put aside anger to live with ac-
ceptance and understanding.

‘The Force of Such Beauty,’ 
by Barbara Bourland (Dutton, 
July 19)

This is not your grandma’s 
fairy tale. Former world-re-
cord-holding Olympic athlete 
Caroline marries Finn, the 
prince of an idyllic seaside king-
dom. As she transforms into an 
international symbol of femi-
ninity, becoming the wife and 

mother her new homeland de-
mands, the luxurious trappings 
quickly become a prison. Even 
her physical body, which once 
carried her powerfully through 
competitions, becomes some-
thing other people admire 
and control. Influenced by the 
struggles of real-life princess-
es, Bourland’s brilliant satire 
skewers the theatrics of power, 
excessive materialism and eco-
nomic corruption.

‘The Devil Takes You Home,’ 
by Gabino Iglesias (Mulholland 
Books, Aug. 2)

With a cancer-stricken 
4-year-old daughter and no 
health insurance, Mario agrees 
to kill a man for money in a 
desperate attempt to pay bills. 
When the act of slaughter re-
leases pent-up rage, he takes 
another more lucrative and 
dangerous job that sends him 
on a gory journey through Tex-
as and Mexican border towns. 
Iglesias describes his fiction as 
“Barrio Noir,” a genre that com-
bines crime and horror with 
multiculturalism and political 
issues. The incongruity of devo-
tion to family with brutal vigi-
lante justice creates dreadful 
tension as Mario tests his new 
moral compass.

‘Diary of a Void,’ by Emi Yagi, 
translated by David Boyd and 
Lucy North (Viking, Aug. 9)

Ms. Shibata doesn’t love 
that her unwritten job descrip-
tion includes cleaning up the 
half-empty cups stuffed with 
cigarette butts left behind in her 
office’s meeting room, so she 
announces a fake pregnancy as 
an experiment to see whether 
her co-workers will clean up 
after themselves. Attention and 
accommodations follow. She’s 
encouraged to leave on time 
instead of working late, and her 
free evenings allow her to take 
better care of herself by cooking 
healthful meals and exercising. 
As the months progress, she 
keeps up her charade, both at 
work and with her newfound 
friends from the mommy aero-
bics club. Yagi artfully blurs the 
boundary between truth and 
lies with this riotous solution 
to women’s workplace chal-
lenges.

‘Fruit Punch: A Memoir,’ by 
Kendra Allen (Ecco, Aug. 9)

Allen’s powerful debut 
memoir reckons with coming 
of age after a childhood assault. 
Chapters switch between pres-
ent-day talks with her therapist 
and the memories stirred up by 
those conversations. Labeled 
“disobedient” and “fast” while 
growing up in Texas in the 
1990s and early 2000s, Allen ex-
perienced the prevalent adulti-
fication of young Black girls. As 
she tries to understand herself, 

she cleverly forces consider-
ation of her humanity — each 
sentence in a chapter about 
her adolescent fumblings starts 
with a reminder of her youth 
(“I’m thirteen and ... ”; “I’m 
twelve and ... ”). Her writing is 
filled with insight and humor, 
and provides a nuanced rep-
resentation of often-marginal-
ized voices.

‘All Signs Point to Paris: A 
Memoir of Love, Loss, and Des-
tiny,’ by Natasha Sizlo (Mari-
ner, Aug. 16)

Sizlo’s marriage and real 
estate business had collapsed 
when she met Philippe. He 
was handsome, French and up 
for fun, and their relationship 
was perfect, until it wasn’t. Af-
ter their breakup, she is given 
a session with an exclusive ce-
lebrity astrologer, who tells her 
that her soul mate was born in 
Paris on Nov. 2, 1968 — just like 
Philippe. But in a flash, she re-
alizes that her ex isn’t the only 
man born on that date in that 
city. Her soul mate is still out 
there — all she needs to do is 
find him. Sizlo’s engaging ac-
count of her trip to Paris has all 
the pleasures of a spirited rom-
com, enhanced by her real-
life bravery in confronting the 
doubts and fears she had been 
hiding from herself.

‘Scenes From My Life: A Mem-
oir,’ by Michael K. Williams and 
Jon Sternfeld (Crown, Aug. 23)

Williams, known for roles 
on “The Wire” and “Boardwalk 
Empire,” spent his forma-
tive years in Brooklyn’s East 
Flatbush’s projects, where he 
didn’t aspire to much beyond 
staying alive. Janet Jackson’s 
1989 “Rhythm Nation” video 
was an earthquake that shook 
his world, showing him Black 
people who were optimistic, 
proud and courageous. He fol-
lowed his artistic dreams, until 
his burgeoning modeling ca-
reer was derailed when his face 
was cut in a bar fight; but the 
scar would become one of his 
trademarks as an actor. Wil-
liams suffered from a lifelong 
drug addiction, even when his 
stardom rose to stratospheric 
levels. “I still wrestle with de-
mons that won’t leave me be,” 
he writes in his soul-baring 
memoir. “They never go away; 
they just get quiet enough so I 
can think straight.” Williams 
died in 2021 of a drug overdose; 
he was 54 years old.

12 noteworthy books for the end of summer

By HAMILTON CAIN 
Star Tribune 

“A Divine Language” by Alec 
Wilkinson; Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux (287 pages, $29)

Look, now: Buried amid 
this summer’s beach reads, 
your Grishams and Hilder-
brands, is a literary treasure. 
Alec Wilkinson’s keen-eyed, 
beguiling new memoir, “A 
Divine Language,” recounts 
how, in his 60s, he confronted 
the ogres of his adolescence: 
algebra, geometry, calculus. 
A longtime contributor to the 
New Yorker, Wilkinson had 
been, like many of us, a math-
phobe: quadratic formulas 
and differential calculus was 
all Greek to him. But he saw 
the numbers (and letters) on 
the wall, and wanted to know 

what they meant.

His old grievance feels 

personal. “Finally and fur-

thermore and likewise and 

not least, I had it in for math-

ematics, for what I recalled of 

its self-satisfaction, its smug-

ness, and its imperiousness,” 

he writes. “It had abused me, 
and I felt aggrieved. I was re-
turning, with a half-century’s 
wisdom, to knock the smile 
off math’s face.”

With the encouragement of 
his niece Amie, a mathemat-
ics professor at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, he plunges 
in, taking remedial classes to 
brush up on arithmetic and 
fractions before moving onto 
algebra, his first challenge.

Wilkinson is a beautiful 
writer, a dry wit who seam-
lessly blends complex ideas 
with jazzy anecdotes and the 
history of math itself, con-
juring pivotal figures from 
Euclid to Bertrand Russell. 
He structures his narra-
tive across a year of immer-
sive study, ranging over the 
symmetries and mysteries, 

including the sphinxlike rid-
dle of the Goldbach Conjec-
ture. (Google if your curiosity 
is piqued.)

He lavishly depicts one 
prodigy, Ferguson — a char-
acter with a goatee and Je-
sus-hair tucked beneath a 
cowboy hat — who bypassed 
academia to pursue profes-
sional gambling. There are 
wonderful riffs on perplexed 
scientists; Wilkinson quotes 
Darwin’s declarative meta-
phor: “A mathematician is 
a blind man in a dark room 
looking for a black cat which 
isn’t there.” And Amie’s af-
fectionate, bemused mentor-
ship enriches the book; we 
should all have such a bril-
liant niece on call.

“A Divine Language” arcs 
from the hell of algebra to 

the purgatory of geometry: 
it “turned out to be more 
congenial than algebra had 
been,” Wilkinson notes. “I 
wouldn’t say it was welcom-
ing, but I wasn’t roughed up, 
either. I didn’t come out of 
the encounter bruised and di-
sheveled.”

But then he slips down into 
the pit of calculus. While this 
is enough to cause flashback 
hives among former English 
majors, Wilkinson makes for 
a wise and affable compan-
ion, right there at our side. 
Gradually the abstractions 
come into focus, and we find 
our footing again.

He guides us through thick-
ets of sine and cosine, digres-
sions on Shakespeare and the 
concept of infinity. In the end 
he achieves his goal: His book 

demystifies math, illuminat-
ing the godlike, immutable 
properties of proofs and the 
ways numbers evolve, like 
animal species. For read-
ers craving high style during 
the dog days, “A Divine Lan-
guage” is simply divine.

A contributing books editor 
for Oprah Daily, Hamilton 
Cain reviews fiction and non-
fiction for a range of venues. 

Literary journalist on the cusp of old age confronts his 
mathphobia in this beguiling memoir

“A Divine Language” 

arcs from the hell of 

algebra to the purga-

tory of geometry: it 

“turned out to be more 

congenial than algebra 

had been,” Wilkinson 

notes.
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Hoffman, who lives in 
Brownsburg, Ind., said in a 
message that the situation has 
left her stressed. “I feel like the 
month just started, and I’ve 
spent $650 on groceries al-
ready.”

In the past few weeks, prices 
for gasoline and other com-
modities have declined, offer-
ing some hope that inflation is 
cooling. But bread could stay 
elevated longer because it has 
specific pressures beyond the 
rising costs for transportation 
and labor that are affecting 
nearly everything.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
disrupted two of the world’s 
biggest wheat exporters, send-
ing prices to the highest on re-
cord. Climate change is leading 
to more erratic and extreme 
weather, including droughts. 

Wheat has also been losing 
acreage in the U.S. for years as 
farmers switch to more lucra-
tive crops, like corn, that can be 
used for biofuels.

The nearly $50 billion U.S. 
bread industry was already 
facing the threat of shift-
ing consumer tastes, thanks 
to the increasing popularity 
of gluten-free diets, accord-
ing to researcher IBISWorld. 
Now there are worries that 
these price hikes help usher 
in another boom in carb-cut-
ting — as in the South Beach 
Diet craze of the early aughts. 
Meanwhile, restaurants may 
offer less free table bread or 
slash portions.

The price for a pound of 
white bread in the U.S. hit a re-
cord $1.69 in June, a 12% jump 
from a year earlier. Mean-
while, wheat bread also hit an 
all-time high of $2.22 a pound.

In Chicago’s Logan Square 
neighborhood, husband-
and-wife team Taylor and 

Brian Bruns are trying to stay 
profitable at their moun-
tain-themed restaurant, Flat 
& Point. This spring, they 
ramped up their baking to be-
gin selling loaves of sourdough 

and whole wheat at farmers 
markets across the city.

The couple priced their 
2-pound loaves at $10, hoping 
to offset higher flour costs, but 
also because of surging prices 
for eggs and butter. While the 
price tag has turned off some 
shoppers at the farmers mar-
ket, it’s fair because they use 
pricier organic ingredients, 
according to Taylor Bruns.

“We’ve definitely gotten 
pushback,” she said.

In the days after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in late 
February, wheat futures in 

Chicago touched the high-
est price ever with more than 
a quarter of global exports at 
risk. Soybean oil, a common 
bread ingredient, also surged.

Prices have declined since 
then, especially lately amid 
concerns of weaker demand. 
However, U.S.-traded bench-
mark wheat is still more than 
15% higher than a year ago. 
Last month, global wheat 
prices were almost 50% higher 
after soaring to a near-record 
in May, according to the Food 
and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations.

Falling prices will take 
time to work through system 
because most baked-bread 
companies buy ingredients 
months in advance.

There are also looming 
threats from drought.

If realized, the latest U.S. 
production estimate for hard 
red winter wheat, relied on to 
make bread flour, would be 
the lowest since at least the 
mid-1980s due to a lack of 
rain. The size of the crop being 
harvested in states like Kansas 
has been slashed after drought 
that baked fields farther north 
last year hit parts of the Cen-
tral Great Plains.

There is more volatil-
ity coming in wheat and bread 
prices that will likely last well 
into next year — if not longer, 
according to Arlan Suderman, 
chief commodities economist 
at StoneX Financial.

Back in Chicago, La Bou-
langerie & Co., a bakery and 
cafe with four locations, re-
cently raised menu prices by 
about 10% to offset higher 
expenses that spanned but-
ter to refrigerator repairs. The 
chain increased the price of its 
baguettes by 50 cents to about 
$4, and its loaf of brioche has 
hit $11.50.

“It’s really hard because 
how high can you pay for a loaf 
of bread?” said owner Vincent 
Colombet. “Can you pay $20 
for a loaf of bread? No. We are 
really squished between the 
hammer and the anvil.”

Bread 
From C3

Soon my inbox began filling 
with opportunistic pitches. 
Vodka companies explained 
why their vodka was the one 
for the drink of the summer. 
There was a pitch for a canned 
version, a version with tequila, 
a version with rum. A glut of 
content referencing the drink!

Saturday Night Live’s Bow-
en Yang told Jimmy Fallon: “I 
just heard the Dirty Shirley is 
the drink of the summer.” The 
Today Show team mixed some 
up. Many outlets referenced 
the Times’ headline but erased 
its question mark, turning the 
Shirley’s summer supremacy 
into a fact.

A whole bunch of folks were 
trying to make fetch happen.

It had clearly already hap-
pened on TikTok, where 40% 
of users are 18 to 24 and you 
can watch many videos of 
pretty young people preen-
ing and posing with pretty 
red drinks, declaring this 
“Shirl Girl Summer” or griping 
about how the drink has been 
a thing for years — thanks, 
lamestream media, for finally 
catching up.

Slowly (but Shirley), I be-
came uneasy. After all, there 
was a time when I loved Fuzzy 
Navels. Then I turned 19. Was 
I aging out of the cocktail 
culture, my recoil the booze-
hound equivalent of when 
geezers gripe about today’s 
music without bothering to 
explore it?

So I made the drink, half hop-
ing it’d be like that moment in 
“Ratatouille” when the cynical 
critic takes one bite of Chef Rat’s 
food and finds his carapace 
stripped away, humbled by the 
taste of a childhood comfort.

Look: I generally believe in 
live and let drink. You should 
do you, and given the indi-
viduality of every human pal-
ate, it’s pointless to tell people 
what they should like. Studies 
have repeatedly shown peo-
ple’s taste perceptions change 

with age. We find bitterness 
less aversive as we get older 
because we don’t taste it as 
strongly. My love of bitter Ne-
gronis probably just shows I’m 
one day closer to death.

Still: The Dirty Shirley is 
trash.

It’s like the sweetest soda 
imaginable. The vodka disap-
pears in the drink, probably 
part of the appeal for those 
who don’t yet enjoy the taste 
or burn of alcohol. Then there 
are those neon cherries, dis-
turbingly meaty in texture.

I started reaching out to bars 
and eavesdropping on orders. 
Was there really a sudden craze 
for this drink? Who would or-
der it more than once?

None of my favorite bars 
in D.C. reported real upticks. 
Several bartenders had never 
heard of it.

Morris American Bar general 
manager Doug Fisher knew of 
the drink. “It’s not really what 
we do, but we’ll make it if some-
one asks. We’re in the business 
of saying yes,” he said. “But it 
won’t look like those online pic-
tures, because we use the good 
cherries.” (The tender, gooey 
little cherries favored by craft 
bars look more like black olives. 
They aren’t #adorbs. They just 
taste amazing.)

Some spots like the Dearborn 
in Chicago — which put a drink 
called Shirley’s Sister on its 
nonalcoholic menu early in the 
year and whose publicist had 
noted which way the TikTok 
was ticking — have tried to cap-
italize on the trend. Beverage 
director Sarah Clark said they’d 
sold nearly 300, boozy and non, 
the preceding week. Made with 
cherries, cranberries, lemon 
zest and rosemary, it sounds 
like a good drink. Because it’s 
not a Dirty Shirley.

Over the past month, I’ve 
come to picture what TikTok 
users are drinking and what 
cocktail lovers are drinking as 
a Venn diagram, with only a 
petal of shared space — prob-
ably consisting of drinks that 
are not only great for the ‘gram 
but delicious and balanced.

I asked cocktail writer 

Robert Simonson about what 
drives this virtual and actual 
“virality” in the drinks world.

A number of modern drinks 
“were obviously made for In-
stagram, made to be beautiful 
and eye-catching, and then 
they get photographed a mil-
lion times by people who drink 
them ... which of course causes 
more people to order them and 
photograph them,” Simonson 
says, mentioning the Gunmet-
al Blue at Porchlight in New 
York and the Pina Verde, which 
started at Polite Provisions in 
San Diego but didn’t fully hit 
till it was launched at Boiler-
maker in New York.

That one, Simonson says, 
was more “slow motion viral,” 
happening over the course of 
a few years. But there are cer-
tainly drinks that “whenever 
you see one of them, everyone 
orders one.”

He mentioned one in par-
ticular that I’d seen firsthand: 
If the Dirty Shirley’s the drink 
of the summer, no one’s told 
the espresso martini. That 
drink has been around since 
the 1980s, but at least three 
times I’ve been at a bar ask-
ing about the purported Dirty 
Shirley craze, while watching 
espresso martinis flying out 
the door — IRL as they say.

Wesley Mannings, general 
manager at Denson Liquor 
Bar, has seen no uptick in Dirty 
Shirley orders. But “our new 
espresso machine paid for it-
self in a week,” he says. Clark 
in Chicago confirmed: “We 
were baffled by the amount of 
coffee we were going through; 
then we realized it was all for 
cocktails.”

Who can fully explain what 
makes a drink pop up again? 
And how to make a bad one go 
back into hiding? Do we just 
wait for TikTokers to age out 
of it?

I suppose I get the cheeky, 
ironic appeal of the Dirty Shir-
ley. You have to appreciate the 
ouroboros of an adult drink 
riffing on a kid’s drink created 
to mimic an adult drink.

But a drink does not become 
kid-friendly sheerly by virtue 
of being nonalcoholic. Nor, 
obviously, is a drink great for 
adults sheerly by virtue of con-
taining alcohol. Adulthood 
is not childhood with added 
booze; adulthood is childhood 
with added complexity.

Surely it warrants drinks to 
match?

I’ve tried to provide one 
here — a more balanced but 
still sweet and cherried take 
on the purported “drink of the 
summer.” Please, don’t call it 
Shirley.

DON’T CALL ME SHIRLEY

5 minutes
1 serving
Despite the name, this is sort 

of a Dirty Shirley for pickier 
cocktail drinkers. Rather than 
hiding a stiff shot of booze un-
der a pile of sugar, this uses a 
black cherry vodka (we recom-
mend Black Infusions, made 
with real cherries), herbal 
Pimm’s liqueur and lemon 
juice for a drink that’s still 
refreshing and summery, but 
more balanced and complex.

Where to Buy: Look for Lux-
ardo or Amarena cherries (not 
the neon-red ones!), available 
at liquor stores and specialty 

stores for garnishes and for 
their syrup, if you don’t have 
grenadine.

Ice
2 dashes Angostura bitters
½ ounce grenadine (or the 

syrup from real maraschino 
cherries)

¾ ounce fresh lemon juice
½ ounce Pimm’s liqueur
1 ½ ounces black cherry vodka
3 to 4 ounces lemon or lemon-

lime soda, to top
Amarena or maraschino 

cherries, for serving

Fill a highball glass with 
ice. To a cocktail shaker, add 
the bitters and grenadine (or 
cherry syrup), then fill two-
thirds of the way with ice. 
Add the lemon juice, Pimm’s 
and cherry vodka, and shake 
quickly to chill and combine. 
Strain into the glass, then top 
with the soda and garnish with 
the cherries.

Nutritional facts | Calories 
per serving (using 3 ounces 
soda): 212; Total Fat: 0 g; Satu-
rated Fat: 0 g; Cholesterol: 0 
mg; Sodium: 15 mg; Total Car-
bohydrates: 21 g; Dietary Fiber: 
0 g; Sugar: 17 g; Protein: 0g.

Recipe from Spirits colum-
nist M. Carrie Allan. Tested by 
M. Carrie Allan.

DIRTY SHIRLEY 

COCKTAIL

5 minutes
1 serving
The Dirty Shirley is an al-

coholic version of the Shirley 
Temple, itself a kid’s version 
of an adult cocktail. Named 
for the ringleted child star of 

the 1930s (who disavowed 
the drink and even sued to 
prevent companies from re-
leasing commercial versions 
using her name), the rosy, 
neon cherry-enhanced drink 
has had alcoholic variations 
floating around for years. 
Especially when made with 
commercial grenadine and 
lemon-lime soda, it is aggres-
sively sweet. Those who prefer 
their drinks less so should 
steer clear — or try a bitter 
lemon soda, a good craft gren-
adine (look for brands that 
include an acidic component 
in their ingredient list. They 
may not be as scarlet!). Or try a 
more restrained variation.

Where to Buy: Grenadine 
is widely available at grocery 
and liquor stores.

2 ounces vodka
½ to 1 ounce grenadine, to taste
6 to 8 ounces lemon-lime soda, 

ginger ale or a mix of the two
Maraschino cherries, for serving

Fill a highball glass with ice. 
Add the vodka and grenadine, 
then top with soda and/or 
ginger ale to fill. Stir gently to 
combine, then garnish with 
the cherries and serve.

Nutritional facts | Calories 
per serving (using 1/2 ounce 
grenadine and 6 ounces soda): 
240; Total Fat: 0 g; Saturated 
Fat: 0 g; Cholesterol: 0 mg; So-
dium: 21 mg; Total Carbohy-
drates: 28 g; Dietary Fiber: 0 g; 
Sugar: 23 g; Protein: 0 g.

Traditional recipe adapted 
by Spirits columnist M. Carrie 
Allan.

Drink 
From C3

Taylor Bruns runs the Flat & Point restaurant in Chicago with her husband. They sell loaves of bread 
at farmers markets for $10, which she said is fair because of rising costs and pricier ingredients. 
Christopher Dilts/Bloomberg

Rather than hiding a stiff shot of booze under a pile of sugar, 
the Don’t Call Me Shirley Cocktail uses a black cherry vodka and 
lemon juice for a flavor that’s more balanced and complex. Jennifer 

Heffner/Washington Post

The Dirty Shirley cocktail tastes like the sweetest soda imaginable. The vodka disappears in the drink, probably part of the appeal 
for those who don’t yet enjoy the taste or burn of alcohol. Then there are those neon cherries, disturbingly meaty in texture. Jennifer 

Heffner/Washington Post
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