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A Representative of ʿAǧaaʾib Literature in Syriac-
This volume presents the original text, accompanied by an English 
transla� on and commentary, of a hitherto unpublished Syriac composi� on, 
en� tled The Marvels Found in the Great Citi es and in the Seas and on the 
Islands. Produced by an unknown East Syrian Chris� an author during the 
late medieval or early modern period, this work off ers a loosely organized 
catalogue of marvellous events, phenomena, and objects, natural as well 
as human-made, found throughout the world. The Marvels is a unique 
composi� on in that it bears witness to the crea� ve adop� on by Syriac 
Chris� ans of the paradoxographical literary genre that was very popular 
among Arab and Persian Muslim writers. The East Syrian author blends 
together inherited Chris� an, borrowed Muslim, and local oral tradi� ons, 
providing his audience with a fascina� ng panorama of imaginary geography.

As with all Open Book publica� ons, this en� re book is available to read 
for free on the publisher’s website. Printed and digital edi� ons, together 
with supplementary digital material, can also be found here: www.
openbookpublishers.com
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al-mauǧūdāt (1750–1770); Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Cod. arab. 463, fol. 78r. Courtesy of Bayerische 
Staatsbibliothek, München. 
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6. APPENDIX: MANUSCRIPT FACSIMILES

B1 – Berlin, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Orient. quart. 802 (Berlin 
Syr. 59), fols. 68v–72v 

© Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Orien-
tabteilung. The images are in public domain and can be ac-
cessed online at http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/ 
SBB0001DF2700000000 

B2 – Berlin, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Sachau 118 (Berlin Syr. 
86), fols. 7r–8v 

© Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin – Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Orien-
tabteilung. The images are in public domain and can be ac-
cessed online at http://resolver.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/ 
SBB0001E67500000000 
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