Palouse Prairie
Classification and Conservation of a Disappearing
Ecosystem

Tynan Ramm-Granberg, Vegetation Ecologist
Washington Dept. of Natural Resources, Natural Heritage Program, Olympia, WA
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Fig. 1. The Palouse bioregion (Black et al., 1998 ).
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Columbia Basin Palouse Prairie

Pseudoroegneria spicata - Festuca idahoensis
Palouse Grassland (G1/S1)
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Columbia Basin Foothill and Canyon Dry Grassland

Pseudoroegneria spicata - Festuca idahoensis Canyon
Grassland (G3/S2)
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Columbia Basin Palouse Prairie

Festuca idahoensis — Symphoricarpos albus
S Grassland (G1/S1)
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Columbia Basin Palouse Prairie

Festuca campestris —
7 Geranium viscos
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Northern Rocky Mountain

Lower Montane, Foothill and
Valley Grassland
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US National Vegetation Classification

G273 Central Rocky Mountain Lower Montane, Foothill & Valley Grassland

A3986 Festuca campestris - Festuca idahoensis Mesic Grassland Alliance

Festuca campestris - Festuca idahoensis - Geranium viscosissimum Grassland (present in both systems)

Festuca campestris - (Festuca idahoensis) - Achnatherum
richardsonii Grassland

Festuca campestris - Festuca idahoensis Grassland

A3987 Festuca idahoensis - Pseudoroegneria spicata - Poa secunda Dry Grassland Alliance

Pseudoroegneria spicata - Poa secunda Grassland

Festuca idahoensis - Eriogonum heracleoides Grassland

Festuca idahoensis - Hieracium cynoglossoides Grassland

Festuca idahoensis - Pseudoroegneria spicata Grassland

Lomatium cous - Poa secunda Grassland

A3988 Festuca idahoensis - Pseudoroegneria spicata - Pascopyrum smithii Mesic Grassland Alliance

Festuca idahoensis - Koeleria macrantha Grassland (present in both systems)

Festuca idahoensis - Symphoricarpos albus Grassland

Rosa nutkana - Festuca idahoensis Grassland

A3989 Festuca idahoensis - Pseudoroegneria spicata Palouse Grassland Alliance

Hesperostipa comata - Poa secunda Grassland

Pseudoroegneria spicata - Festuca idahoensis Palouse Grassland
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(Rockie, 1939)
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Campus Pralrle Ecologlcal Reserve (WSU)
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Changes in Dominant Graminoid Cover at Kramer Prairie
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Conservation Status

Rank
Astragalus arrectus G2G4/S2
Astragalus riparius G2/S2
Calochortus nitidus G3/S1
Cirsium brevifoliuim G3/SNR
Pyrrocoma liatriformis G2/S2
Pyrrocoma scaberula G2/S1
Rubus nigerrimus G2/S2
Silene spaldingii G2/S2
Symphyotrichum jessicae G2/S1S2
Tragopogon mirus GNA/S2
Trifolium douglasii G2/S1
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GNR/S2

Only native earthworm of the Palouse
region

Graphic by Agony lllustrations (Portland, OR) — Graphic produced for Giant Palouse Earthworm (Moscow, ID music
https://www.facebook.com/agony.illustrations promoter) — https://www.facebook.com/GiantPalouseEarthworm
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