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Dear Patrons,

Thanks to your generosity, the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
begins the 2014-15 season on a sound financial footing, with 
the orchestra, board and administration working in harmony 
to entertain and to inspire. This season, we look forward to 
collaborating with many of Western New York’s leading dance 
and theater companies, universities and art galleries. We continue 
to connect young people to music through the Music For Youth 
concert series, the masterclass series and the Teaching Artists 
Program. We embark on more recording projects for both 
our own label, Beau Fleuve, and for the international classical 
music label Naxos, and await the release of recording projects 
completed in the past year. 

When you come to Kleinhans this season, you will be treated to 
explorations of the music of beloved composers Rachmaninoff 

and Beethoven, and of the more obscure composers Florent Schmitt and Charles Ives. We’ll 
welcome old friends Maximiano Valdes, Michael Ludwig, Ben Vereen and Alain Lefévre and 
present the BPO debuts of Megan Hilty and Tai Murray. We will rock with Blood Sweat & Tears 
and The Music of Michael Jackson and Led Zeppelin, laugh at the timeless humor of Moliére’s Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme, and thrill to the tale of Bluebeard’s Castle.

We are able to do all of these things because you, the audience, are with us every step of the 
way. We hope that you will continue to join us in the 2014-15 season as this wonderful new 
season unfolds.

Sincerely,

Louis P. Ciminelli
Chair, Buffalo Philharmonic Society Inc.

Message from Board Chair

Photo: Dylan Buyskes, Union Studio Inc.
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JoAnn Falletta, Music Director
JoAnn Falletta is internationally celebrated as a vibrant ambassador for 
music, an inspiring artistic leader, and a champion of American symphonic 
music. An effervescent and exuberant figure on the podium, she has been 
praised by The Washington Post as having “Toscanini’s tight control over 
ensemble, Walter’s affectionate balancing of inner voices, Stokowski’s gutsy 
showmanship, and a controlled frenzy worthy of Bernstein.” Acclaimed by 
The New York Times as “one of the finest conductors of her generation”, 
she serves as the Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and 
the Virginia Symphony Orchestra and Principal Guest Conductor of the 
Brevard Music Center.

Ms. Falletta is invited to guest conduct many of the world’s finest symphony 
orchestras. Her upcoming guest conducting highlights include debuts in Begrade (Serbia), 
Shenzhen China, Sweden, and a European tour with the Stuttgart Orchestra. Recent appearances 
include return engagements with the Warsaw, Detroit, Phoenix, Krakow, Puerto Rico and Hawaii 
Symphony Orchestras and debuts with the Gothenburg Symphony, Stuttgart Philharmonic, Belgrade 
Philharmonic, the Orchestra of St. Luke’s at Carnegie Hall, and a 13 city US tour with the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra and soloist James Galway.

Falletta is the recipient of many of the most prestigious conducting awards including the Seaver/
National Endowment for the Arts Conductors Award, the coveted Stokowski Competition, and the 
Toscanini, Ditson and Bruno Walter Awards for conducting, as well as the American Symphony 
Orchestra League’s prestigious John S. Edwards Award. She is an ardent champion of music of 
our time, introducing over 500 works by American composers, including more than 110 world 
premieres. Hailing her as a “leading force for the music of our time”, she has been honored with 
twelve ASCAP awards. Ms. Falletta serves as a Member of the National Council on the Arts.

Under her direction, the Buffalo Philharmonic is continuing its trajectory as one of the most recorded 
orchestras in America. During the 2013 – 14 season, Naxos released four new BPO CDs, Gliere’s 
Symphony No. 3, Tyberg’s Symphony No. 2, Duke Ellington’s Black, Brown, and Beige, and Gershwin’s 
Concerto in F, Rhapsody in Blue, Strike up the Band and Promenade. In 2014-15, Naxos plans to 
release two new BPO discs of the music of Bela Bartók and Florent Schmitt. The BPO will also record 
music of Sibelius for its own Beau Fleuve label. Performance highlights include collaborative concerts 
with the Richmond Ballet of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring, Bartók’s Bluebeard’s Castle with Dale Chihuly 
glass installations, a Charles Ives multimedia concert/ exploration, a fully staged Moliere Le Bourgeois 
Gentilhomme with the Irish Classical Theatre and Rachmaninoff and Beethoven Festivals.

Since stepping up to the podium as Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra in the fall 
of 1999, Maestro Falletta has been credited with bringing the Philharmonic to a new level of national 
and international prominence. Under her direction, the Buffalo Philharmonic has become one of the 
leading orchestras for the Naxos label, earning a double Grammy Award in 2009 for their recording 
with soprano Hila Plitmann of John Corigliano’s “Mr. Tambourine Man,” and six Grammy nominations. 
This season, the BPO will once again be featured on national broadcasts of NPR’s Performance 
Today and SymphonyCast, and international broadcasts through the European Broadcasting Union.

In addition to her current posts with the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Virginia Symphony and the Brevard 
Music Center, Ms. Falletta has held the positions of artistic advisor to the Honolulu Symphony, music 
director of the Long Beach Symphony Orchestra, associate conductor of the Milwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra, Principal Guest Conductor of the Phoenix Symphony, and music director of the Denver 
Chamber Orchestra, the Queens Philharmonic and the Women’s Philharmonic. From 2011 – 2014 
she served as Principal Conductor of the Ulster Orchestra in Northern Ireland where she made her 
debut at London’s prestigious Proms with the orchestra in 2011 and also has made five recordings 
for Naxos including music of Gustav Holst, Irish composer Ernest John Moeran and American 
composer John Knowles Paine.

Ms. Falletta received her undergraduate degree from the Mannes College of Music in New York and 
her master’s and doctorate degrees from The Juilliard School.
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Stefan Sanders, Associate Conductor
Stefan Sanders is an imaginative conductor, devoted educator and ardent 
champion of many types of music. He has collaborated with an array of 
distinguished artists such as violinist Gil Shaham, Fred Childs from public radio’s 
Performance Today, country sensation The Texas Tenors and the esteemed 
Mariachi Los Camperos de Nati Cano, to name a few. Guest conducting 
engagements in the U.S and abroad include the San Antonio Symphony, 
Naples Philharmonic, Austin Symphony Orchestra, Symphoria (Syracuse, NY), 
Bohuslav Martinu Philharmonic (CZ), Austin Lyric Opera, Corpus Christi Opera 
and the Round Top International Festival Institute.

Sanders is currently the Music Director and Conductor for the Round Rock 
Symphony (TX) where he is attracting much praise for innovative programming, new venues and 
collaborations with local arts organizations, attracting broader audiences and redefining the orchestra’s 
role in its community. Past positions have included Assistant Conductor for the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra, Music Director of the University Orchestra at the University of Texas at Austin and Apprentice 
Conductor for the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra.

Prior to a career as a conductor, Sanders was an internationally renowned trombonist, having performed 
as a soloist in the United States, Asia and Europe. His performance of Eric Ewazen’s Concerto for Bass 
Trombone and Orchestra, with the Czech Philharmonic, can be heard on the Albany Records label. 
Sanders was a member of the Buffalo Philharmonic’s trombone section for seven seasons and has 
performed with several orchestras including the New York Philharmonic, Seattle Symphony Orchestra, 
Seattle Opera’s 2001 production of Wagner’s Ring Cycle and the Florida Orchestra. Mr. Sanders was 
also invited by Sir Elton John to play in the orchestra for his Radio City Music Hall concerts in 2004 
recorded for the Bravo Television Network.

Beginning formal conducting studies at the University of Texas at Austin, Mr. Sanders continued his 
studies as a fellow at the American Academy of Conducting at Aspen under the tutelage of maestros, 
Robert Spano, Larry Rachleff and Hugh Wolff. He is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and 
the Juilliard School.
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As Buffalo’s cultural ambassador, the Grammy Award-winning Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
under Music Director JoAnn Falletta presents more than 120 Classics, Pops, Rock, Family and 
Youth concerts each year. 

After the rise and fall of several forerunners, the BPO was founded in 1935, performing most 
often at the Elmwood Music Hall, which was located at Elmwood Ave. and Virginia St., and 
demolished in 1938 as its permanent home, Kleinhans Music Hall, was constructed. During 
the Great Depression, the orchestra was initially supported by funds from the Works Progress 
Administration and the Emergency Relief Bureau. Over the decades, the orchestra has matured 
in stature under outstanding conductors including William Steinberg, Josef Krips, Lukas Foss, 
Michael Tilson Thomas, Maximiano Valdes, Semyon Bychkov and Julius Rudel. The orchestra 
has welcomed many distinguished guest performers, such as Isaac Stern, Aaron Copland, Van 
Cliburn, Igor Stravinsky, Renee Fleming and Yo-Yo Ma.

 During the tenure of JoAnn Falletta, who has served as music director since 1998, the BPO has 
rekindled its history of radio broadcasts and recordings, including the release of 30 new CDs. 

The BPO’s Naxos recording of composer John Corigliano’s “Mr. Tambourine Man: Seven Poems 
of Bob Dylan,” won two Grammys. Their recordings are heard on classical radio worldwide.

History of the Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra

Since 1940, the orchestra’s home has been Kleinhans Music Hall, which enjoys an international 
reputation as one of the finest concert halls in the world due to its superb acoustics. 

Kleinhans Music Hall was built thanks to the generosity and vision of Edward and Mary Seaton 
Kleinhans and the stewardship of their charitable dreams by the Community Foundation for 
Greater Buffalo, and the support of the federal government. The Community Foundation was 
bequeathed the estates of Mr. and Mrs. Kleinhans, who made their fortune from the clothing 
store that bore their name, and who died within three months of each other in 1934. The 
Public Works Administration, an agency of the New Deal, provided crucial funding that made it 
possible to complete the hall.   

The Kleinhans, who were music lovers, specified their money was to be used “to erect a suitable 
music hall…for the use, enjoyment and benefit of the people of the City of Buffalo.”

The BPO performed at Kleinhans Music Hall’s official opening on Oct. 12, 1940, under the baton 
of Franco Autori.

Kleinhans Music Hall was designed by the Finnish father-and-son team of Eliel and Eero Saarinen, 
along with architects F. J. and W.A Kidd. Kleinhans is known for its combination of graceful 
structural beauty and extraordinary acoustics. Eliel Saarinen’s aim was to create “an architectural 
atmosphere…so as to tune the performers and the public alike into a proper mood of 
performance and receptiveness, respectively.” In 1989, the hall was designated a National 
Historic Landmark, the highest designation of significance a site or structure can receive.

Kleinhans is owned by the City of Buffalo but run by a separate 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
Its Board of Directors is: Catherine Schweitzer, chair; Chris Brown, vice chair; Mary Ann Kresse; 
Milton Kicklighter; Bob Skerker; Wayne Wisbaum, chair emeritus; Byron Brown, Mayor of the 
City of Buffalo;  David Rivera, Niagara District Councilmember, City of Buffalo; and Stephen 
Stepniak, of the City of Buffalo Department of Public Works.  

History of Kleinhans Music Hall
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JoAnn Falletta, Music Director
Stefan Sanders, Associate Conductor

Montante Family Endowed Chair 

FIRST VIOLIN
Vacant

concertmaster
Clement and Karen Arrison 
Endowed Chair

Amy Glidden
assoc. concertmaster
Louis P. Ciminelli Family Foundation 
Chair

Ansgarius Aylward
asst. concertmaster

Marylouise Nanna
Douglas Cone
Deborah Greitzer
Frances Kaye
Diana Sachs
Alan Ross
Melanie Haas
Andrea Blanchard-Cone
Loren Silvertrust
Megan Prokes

SECOND VIOLIN
Antoine Lefebvre

principal
Jacqueline Galluzzo

assoc. principal
Richard Kay
Jeffrey Jones
Frances Morgante
Donald McCrorey
Robert Prokes
Amy Licata
Dmitry Gerikh
Diane Melillo
Shieh-Jian Tsai

VIOLA
Valerie Heywood

principal
Natalie Piskorsky

assoc. principal
Matthew Phillips
Kate Holzemer
Janz Castelo
Ning-ning Jin
Zachary Collins

CELLO
Roman Mekinulov

principal
Jane D. Baird Endowed Chair

Feng Hew
assoc. principal

Nancy Anderson
Monte Hoffman1

Robert Hausmann
David Schmude
Amelie Fradette

BASS
Daniel Pendley

principal
Garman Family Foundation 
Endowed Chair

Brett Shurtliffe
assoc. principal

Michael Nigrin
John Haas
Makoto Michii
Edmond Gnekow
Jonathan Borden

FLUTE
Christine Lynn Bailey

principal
Natalie Debikey Scanio

PICCOLO
Natalie Debikey Scanio

OBOE
Joseph Peters*
Brian Greene*
Catherine Estes (L)
Anna Mattix

ENGLISH HORN
Anna Mattix

CLARINET
John Fullam

principal
Patti Dilutis
Salvatore Andolina

E-FLAT CLARINET
Patti Dilutis

BASS CLARINET
& SAXOPHONE
Salvatore Andolina

BASSOON
Glenn Einschlag

principal
Maxwell Pipinich
Martha Malkiewicz

CONTRABASSOON
Martha Malkiewicz

FRENCH HORN
Jacek Muzyk

principal
 Kay Koessler Endowed Chair

Daniel Kerdelewicz
assoc. principal

Daniel Sweeley
Jay Matthews
Duane Saetveit

TRUMPET
Alex Jokipii

principal
Geoffrey Hardcastle
Philip Christner

TROMBONE
Jonathan Lombardo2

principal
Timothy Smith

BASS TROMBONE
Jeffrey Dee

TUBA
Don Harry

principal

TIMPANI
Matthew Bassett

principal
Dinesh Joseph
asst. principal

PERCUSSION
Mark Hodges

principal
Dinesh Joseph

HARP
Suzanne Thomas

principal

Music Library
Patricia Kimball

principal librarian
Travis Hendra 

associate librarian

Stage Managers
Richard George

 Master Property Person, IATSE local 10
Charles Gill

  Assistant Property Person, IATSE local 10

1	� Chair dedicated to the memory of 
Maer Bunis

2	� Chair dedicated to the memory of 
Scott Parkinson

*	 Temporary Appointment  
L = Leave of Absence
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Patrons are asked to turn off all cell phones, pagers and signal watches.
The use of cameras and recording devices is strictly prohibited.

Saturday, September 13, 2014 at 8:00 PM

AN EVENING WITH RENÉE FLEMING
JoAnn Falletta, conductor

BERLIOZ		  Roman Carnival Overture, OP. 9

MOZART		  Nehmt meinen Dank, K. 383	

WAGNER		  Träume from Wesendonck Lieder, 	
		  WWV 91	

DVOŘÁK		  Songs My Mother Taught Me from 	
		  Gypsy Songs, Op. 55	

KORNGOLD		  Frag mich oft from Walzer aus Wien 	
		  (after Johann Strauss II)	

DEBUSSY/RAVEL		  Danse (Tarantelle styrienne)	

CANTALOUBE 		  Malurous qu'o uno fenno from 	
		  Chants d'Auvergne, Series 3	

CANTALOUBE		  Baïlèro from Chants d'Auvergne, 	
		  Series 1

DELIBES		  Les Filles de Cadix

	 Intermission	
LICINO REFICE		  Ombra di Nube	

RICCARDO ZANDONAI		 Ie Della Fabbrica A Triana from Conchita

PUCCINI		  O Mio Babbino Caro from Gianni Schicchi

PUCCINI		  Preludio Sinfonico	

ENNIO MORRICONE		  Se from Cinema Paradiso	

ENNIO MORRICONE		  Your Love (C'era una volta) from 
		  Once Upon a Time in the West

GERSHWIN		  Fascinatin' Rhythm

Sponsored by the Louis P. Ciminelli Family Foundation

Musically Speaking sponsored by
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Renée Fleming, Soprano
One of the most beloved musical ambassadors of our 
time, soprano Renée Fleming captivates audiences with her 
sumptuous voice and compelling stage presence. At a White 
House ceremony last year, President Obama awarded Fleming 
America’s highest honor for an individual artist, the National 
Medal of Arts. Winner of the 2013 Grammy Award for Best 
Classical Vocal Solo, she performs on the world’s greatest opera 
stages and concert halls, while adventurously embracing other 
musical forms and media.

In February, Fleming became the first classical singer in history to 
perform “The Star-Spangled Banner” for the Super Bowl. She has 

sung at momentous occasions around the world– from the 2006 Nobel Peace Prize ceremony 
to a historic first in 2012, when she sang on the balcony of Buckingham Palace in the Diamond 
Jubilee Concert for HM Queen Elizabeth II. In 2008, she was the first woman in the 125-year 
history of the Metropolitan Opera to solo headline an opening night gala. 

Fleming was heard as Countess Madeleine last summer in Strauss’s Capriccio at the Wiener 
Staatsoper and at London’s Royal Opera House. She will reprise the role this fall in Chicago 
and Dresden. Her October performance of the Marschallin in Der Rosenkavalier was the first 
opera live-stream from the Wiener Staatsoper. She sang the title role in Dvořák’s Rusalka last 
winter at the Metropolitan Opera. In April, she appeared in the title role in Strauss’s Arabella 
at the Salzburg Easter Festival. Her Blanche Dubois in André Previn’s A Streetcar Named Desire 
was seen in May at the Los Angeles Opera. Fleming’s recent recital and concert schedule has 
included Tokyo, Las Vegas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Paris, London, Vienna, Geneva, Hong 
Kong, Shanghai, and Beijing. This summer, she made her debut in a non-musical play, Living on 
Love, at the Williamstown Theater Festival

Fleming won her fourth Grammy Award for her album Poèmes. Her current album, Guilty 
Pleasures, was released by Decca last September. This autumn, she will release her first-ever 
holiday album, Renée Fleming: Christmas in New York. Recipient of 14 Grammy nominations 
to date, Fleming has recorded everything from complete operas and song recitals to an album 
of indie rock covers, Dark Hope, the jazz album Haunted Heart and the movie soundtrack of 
The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King. Recent DVD releases include Donizetti’s Lucrezia 
Borgia with the San Francisco Opera, Strauss’s Ariadne auf Naxos from Baden Baden, Handel’s 
Rodelinda, Massenet’s Thaïs and Rossini’s Armida, all three in the Metropolitan Opera Live in HD 
series, and Verdi’s La Traviata, from London’s Royal Opera House. Among her numerous awards 
are the Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal, the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, Honorary 
Membership in the Royal Academy of Music, and honorary doctorates from Carnegie Mellon 
University, the Eastman School of Music, and The Juilliard School. 

In November, Fleming curated and hosted an unprecedented festival of singing of all styles, 
entitled American Voices, at the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, DC. In 2010, she was 
named the first-ever creative consultant at Lyric Opera of Chicago. For more information, visit 
www.reneefleming.com.
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Program Overview
The entire Buffalo Philharmonic family is thrilled to welcome to our stage the greatest diva of our 
time- the incomparable Renée Fleming.  A Western New York native, Renée has brought her stunning 
artistry all over the world, and tonight she opens our season in an evening of glamour and beauty.

Her choices are a veritable feast- from her favorite opera arias to art songs to cinema classics- and 
some surprises as well.  I cannot think of a more spectacular way to open a new year of concerts at 
the BPO.

Welcome back to Kleinhans, Renée!  Buffalo loves you!

					   

Lauren Roth is the newly appointed Concertmaster of the Tucson 
Symphony Orchestra and was named Adjunct Assistant Professor of Violin at 
the University of Arizona beginning in the 2013-2014 school year. Previous 
to these positions, she was Concertmaster of the Canton Symphony. Last 
May, Ms. Roth earned a Master of Music degree from the Cleveland Institute 
of Music as a student of William Preucil, Concertmaster of The Cleveland 
Orchestra. She was a member of the Cleveland Pops orchestra and a 
substitute with The Cleveland Orchestra.

A native of Seattle, Ms. Roth received a Bachelor of Music degree in violin 
performance and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Italian studies from the 
University of Washington. During that time, she served as Concertmaster of 

the Seattle Philharmonic Orchestra, Thalia Symphony, Marrowstone Festival Orchestra, and the 
UW Symphony. Ms. Roth has appeared as soloist with the Bremerton Symphony, UW Symphony, 
Thalia Symphony, and the Canton Symphony. An avid teacher and chamber musician, Ms. Roth 
was an adjunct faculty member at Holy Names Academy in Seattle from 2006-2010. She has 
served on the faculty of Icicle Creek Music Center and Music, Meadows and Mountains, two 
summer festivals in the northwest. She has performed at the San Juan Island Chamber Music 
Series, Lexington Bach Festival and Mainly Mozart Festival and has collaborated and performed 
with renowned artists including Christoph von Dohnányi, Charles Dutoit, Ron Patterson, William 
Preucil, Martin Chalifour, André Watts and Lynn Harrell.

Lauren Roth, Guest Concertmaster

Hector Berlioz (1803-1869)
Roman Carnival Overture, Op.9

Searching for a dashing saga for a new opera, Berlioz 
discovered the autobiography of the sculptor 
Benvenuto Cellini (1500-1571). Cellini’s account 
remains one of the greatest literary statements from 
the Italian High Renaissance. Oddly, the gripping 
chronicle was not translated into French until well into 
the 19th century. But it was the perfect moment to 
impress the young and irreverent Berlioz, who was 
smitten by the tale of Cellini’s mad-cap life and times.

What a story! Hollywood has never invented a 
more picturesque nor picaresque character than 

the real-life Cellini. But the 1838 opera that bore his 
name never became a real success, in part because 
the libretto failed to capture the spirit and verve of 
its celebrated hero.

Berlioz completed Benvenuto Cellini in 1838. The 
Overture to the lyric adventure features Cellini’s 
chant d’amour (Act I), followed by a carnival scene 
in Renaissance Rome (Act II), tone-painted by the 
composer’s gift for florid and flinty orchestral color.

After a lush introduction, Cellini’s love song is initially 
heard from a plaintive English Horn, with alluring 
echoes from the orchestra. Stand-by for all manner 
of orchestral luster and bluster, with bellicose 

Program Notes
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statements from the brass, jet-stream volleys from 
the violins, whirling woodwinds, pointed percussion 
and a storm of cragged counterpoint, as the energy 
soars to the close. Magnifique..!

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
(1756-1791)

Nehmt Meinen Dank, K.383

Mozart’s first affair of the heart was for the operatic 
soprano Aloysia Weber - whose hand was already 
promised to the painter Joseph Lang. As life is full 
of irony, Wolfgang Amadeus later married Aloysia’s 
younger sister, Constanza, to whom he remained 
devoted for the rest of his life. When Aloysia 
decided to leave Vienna to expand her career, 
Wolfgang composed the delightful concert aria 
Nehmt Meinen Dank. The art song was completed 
in April of 1782, just four months before his 
marriage to Constanza. The ‘farewell’ text may have 
been witten by Mozart himself, who doubtless 
retained a special tenderness for Aloysia.

Richard Wagner (1813-1883)
Fünf Gedichte von Mathilde Wesendonk
Five poems by Mahilde Wesendonk
   Träume – (Dreams)

The story behind the Wesendonk lieder reads like 
an ultimate romance. In 1857, Wagner entered 
into an affair with Mathilde Wesendonk, the wife 
of a wealthy Swiss silk merchant, who was himself 
a Wagner supporter. (It gets complicated, but this 
is Wagner.) The composer was actually a guest at 
the Wesendonk summer estate when the truth 
became known and the composer ‘fled’ to Venice 
and lost himself in work on his opera-allegory of 
surpassing love, Tristan und Isolde. The opera’s 
storyline offers a classic love triangle, very much 
in the manner of the Arthurian legend of Lancelot 
and Guinevere.

At the time, Mathilde wrote several love poems to 
Richard, five of which he set to music. Moreover, 
the songs comprise melodic and harmonic 
sketches for various scenes in the opera. Träume 
serves as a model for the love scene in Act II.

     As an aside, the marriage between Mathilde 
and the kindly Otto Wesendonk survived. Wagner 
later married Cosima, the second daughter of Franz 
Liszt. Mathilde long outlived both her husband 
and Wagner and was convalescent and blind 
during the last years of her life. After her passing, 
her attendants revealed they were required every 
day to read aloud at least one of the many letters 
she treasured from Richard Wagner.

Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)
 Zigeunermelodien (Gypsy Melodies) Op.55
Songs my mother taught me

Beauty on the wing, lyrical eloquence, melodies 
from the soul of Czechoslovakia - the music of 
Antonin Dvorak. Indeed, the tunes inspired by the 
heart and hearth of his homeland are among the 
most endearing from the 19th century. They are 
everywhere throughout his catalog - symphonies, 
chamber works, the Slavonic Dances, tone poems, 
songs and his opera Rusalka.

From a cycle titled Gypsy Melodies of 1880, “Songs 
my mother taught me” offers an alluring melody 
over harmonies of wistful tenderness.

Johann Strauss, Jr. (1825-1899)
Walzer aus Wien (Waltzes of Vienna)
   Frag’ mich oft

Vienna’s heritage of lighthearted operetta continued 
well into the 20th century. Most of the entertaining 
productions comprise a pastiche of songs and 
dances by the Strauss family, especially those of the 
Waltz King Johann Strauss, Jr. In 1930, composers 
Erich Korngold and Julius Bittner gathered a medley 
of Strauss songs and dances into a new operetta 
titled Waltzes of Vienna. The droll storyline reveals 
that Johann, Jr. has blundered in his proposal to marry 
the lovely Resi, while his father, Johann, Sr., wants him 
to avoid a career in music. Just in time, Olga, a wise 
Russian countess, manages to set it all right by the 
happy final curtain. Arranged by Erich Korngold and 
Julius Bittner, the charming aria Frag’ mich oft is sung 
by the on-stage character of Johann, Jr. himself, who 
praises the joy of an artist’s life.

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
Danse (Tarantelle styrienne)

Debussy composed his Tarantelle styrienne in 1918 
as an entertaining recital piece for piano, in part taking 
a cue from Chopin, Liszt and other virtuosos of the 
19th century. The title derives from the well-known, 
up-tempo tarantella, which originated in Italy in the 
1600s. In French, ‘styrienne’ refers to Styria, a region in 
central Austria, well known for the dances of nomadic 
gypsies. Just after Debussy’s passing, Maurice Ravel 
orchestrated the piece with his inimitable savoir faire. 
Voilà - dazzling rhythmic effects, scintillating timbres 
and breathless momentum.

Joseph Canteloube (1879-1957)
Chants D’Auvergne - Songs of the Auvergne
   Malurous qu’o uno fenno
   Bailero

Program Notes
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In the manner of Béla Bartók in Hungary and Percy 
Grainger in England, Joseph Canteloube published 
several large collections of indigenous folk music 
between 1923 and 1955. Of these he assembled 
five volumes titled Chants D’Auvergne (Songs of the 
Auvergne) from south central France. Cantaloube’s 
crowning achievement is the masterful scoring of 
more than twenty settings of the lyrics in a distinct 
vocal and orchestral style, deriving fresh tunes from 
mere fragments of musical lore.

With regard to the text of Chants D’Auvergne, even 
local listeners who grew up with the native patois 
still encounter an abundance of strange syntax 
and formation. Canteloube had little choice but to 
adapt the lyrics into the dialect known as Langue 
d’Oc - 13th and 14th century Provençal, Limousin, 
Gascon and Catalan, the languages best adapted to 
cross-cultural influences.

Among the most charming of Canteloube’s settings is 
the droll ballad Malurous qu’o uno fenno (Unhappy 
he who has a wife) and Bailero (Shepherd’s Song).

Léo Delibes (1836-1891)
Les filles de Cadix (The girls of Cadiz)

After early lessons on piano from his mother, 
Delibes entered the Paris Conservatiore at age 
12, where he studied composition with the ballet 
composer Adolphe Adam. At 17, he was appointed 
as organist at Saint Pierre-de-Chaillot. Delibes also 
worked as an accompanist at the Théâtre Lyrique 
in Paris, which gave him vital experience for his 
eventual success as a composer of mostly light works 
for musical theater. In turn followed his marvelous 
scores for the ballets Coppelia, of 1870, and Sylvia 
of 1876. Delibes’ masterpiece is the dramatic opera, 
Lakmé, premiered in 1883.

 In the early 1880s, Delibes also scored a small trove 
of art songs based on French poetry, including Les 
filles de Cadix. The text is a paraphrase of a poem 
by Alfred de Musset from 1844 titled Les filles de 
Madrid. Cadiz is a city on the Andalusian coast of 
eastern Spain, a region that has inspired a wealth 
of music, including Bizet’s opera Carmen. Delibes 
rendered his setting as a ravishing bolero.

Giacomo Puccini (1858-1924)
Preludio sinfonico

Giacomo Puccini was the last and most celebrated 
in a family line of composers dating back to 1712. 
His musical life began at age five with piano 
lessons from his father. Given the family’s heritage, 
Giacomo’s precocious gifts were recognized 
at once, but with care to avoid the burdens 
experienced by celebrated child prodigies like 
Mozart, Liszt and Saint-Saëns. However, by age 

17, Giacomo’s exceptional gift for composition was 
clearly manifest.

After scoring diverse sacred works for voices, in 
1876, 18-year-old Giacomo composed his first fully 
orchestral work, Preludio sinfonico. Part of his intent 
was to test his burgeoning skills as a tune-smith and 
orchestrator - the signature gifts which later found 
fruition in his masterful operas. At the same time, he 
wanted to create an original score that would serve 
as confirmation of his talent, as required from new 
composition students at the Milan Conservatory. 
(He had good reason to be concerned: even 
Verdi failed the entrance requirements on his first 
application.) Alas, Giacomo was accepted on his 
first try.

Preludio sinfonico is a rhapsodic score comprising 
a set of evolving scenes, altogether ideal for the 
lyric stage. The curtain rises over gentle woodwinds, 
replied by romantic strings. Plangent brass add a 
poignant touch, as the chromatic harmonies seem 
to reflect a glance at both Wagner and French 
Impressionism - a rare mix.

Despite Puccini’s youthful conception, the 
composer’s gift for soulful melody and sensuous 
harmony is already apparent, as if waiting in the 
wings for a verismo libretto about impassioned 
love. The central denouement of Preludio sinfonico 
is conjured by cathedral brass, as the lush harmonies 
seem to offer emotive souvenirs through the 
exquisite closing measures.

Licinio Refice (1883-1954)
Ombra di nube

Licinio Refice graduated from the Rome 
Conservatory and received his ecclesiastical orders 
in 1910. He enjoyed strong Vatican support for his 
several sacred works, including In honorem Sancti 
Eduardi Regis of 1933, dedicated to Pope Pius XII. 
His style offers a mix of lyrical melody with Late 
Romantic harmonies. Among his very few secular 
pieces is the art song Ombra di nube (Cloud-cast 
shadow), with lyrics by his friend and biographer 
Emidio Mucci.

Riccardo Zandonai (1883-1944)
Conchita: Ier dalla fabbrica a Triana
    (The factory in Triana)

Zandoni was a pupil of Pietro Mascagni at the 
Liceo Musicale in Pesaro. After his early operatic 
successes, the Italian public and publishers alike 
believed he would become the heir to Giacomo 
Puccini. His best known operas are Conchita of 
1911, and Francesca da Rimini of 1914.

Conchita is set in four acts, based on the novel La 
femme et le pantin (A woman and the puppet) 
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by the French writer Pirre Louys. With similarities 
to Bizet’s Carmen, the storyline reveals a young 
caballero, Mateo, who is hopelessly in love with 
Conchita, a beautiful factory girl. She toys with 
him throughout the opera until the point he is 
dreadfully beaten to prove her honor, after which 
Conchita returns Mateo’s love. 

In Act I Conchita sings “Ier dalla fabbrica a Triana” 
(The factory in Triana), with a sensuous melody over 
ravishing orchestral effects.

Giacomo Puccini
Gianni Schicchi
   O mio babbino caro

Gianni Schicchi was scored in 1918, based on the 
storyline of Canto XXX.1.32 of Dante’s Inferno. The 
one-act libretto is by Giovacchino Forzano.

Set in Florence in about 1275, Gianni Schicchi - an 
aging but shrewd villager - has a daughter Lauretta 
who is in love with the very impoverished Rinuco. 
When the elderly but very wealthy Buoso Donati 
dies, Schicchi devises a droll scheme to divert the 
old man’s fortune to himself and the happiness of 
his daughter. In the famous aria, O mio babbino 
caro (My Dearest Heart), Lauretta pleads with 
Schicchi to approve her love for Rinuco.

Ennio Morricone (b.1928)
Se (If )

In all the world of film music, there is no greater 
melodic gift than that of Ennio Morricone. 
Among his most endearing songs is “Se” from the 
masterpiece film Cinema Paradiso of 1988, starring 
the late Philippe Noiret and an exquisite cast of 
names barely known. The musical setting rekindles 
love, long-lost to the world but held fast in both 
hearts, briefly united at the curtain. The theme 
bears similarity to the love intermezzo Morricone 

composed for the gripping, true-story film of 1976 
titled La Grande Bourgoise, starring Catherine 
Deneuve and Giancarlo Giannini.

C’era una volta (Your Love)
   from Once Upon a Time in the West

Morricone’s first major success was his score for the 
Italian-made film Once Upon a Time in the West. 
Released by Paramount in 1968, the movie stars 
Claudia Cardinale and Henry Fonda. In 2009 the 
film was selected by the Library of Congress for the 
U.S. National Film Registry. The storyline presents 
a gunslinging conflict over water rights and land 
ownership. The title song, Your Love, was featured 
as a tender, wordless melody (vocalise) to highlight 
the alluring role of Claudia Cardinale.

George Gershwin (1898-1937)
Fascinating Rhythm from Girl Crazy

Gershwin wrote Fascinating Rhythm in 1924. The 
song was later highlighted in the musical comedy 
Girl Crazy, which opened on Broadway in 1932. 
A dozen years later, the zesty tune and lyrics were 
featured in the Hollywood musical, likewise titled 
Girl Crazy, released in 1943 by Metro Goldwyn 
Mayer. Starring Judy Garland and Mickey Rooney, 
the film was their ninth film partnership.

On a local note, among six Gershwin overtures, 
Girl Crazy was recorded by the BPO for Columbia 
Records in 1977, conducted by Michael Tilson 
Thomas. Parts of the album are featured on the 
sound track for Woody Allen’s romantic comedy 
film, Manhattan, released in 1979, co-starring Diane 
Keaton and Meryl Streep. The full recording is now 
a SONY-CD best-seller.

program notes by Edward Yadzinski
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Patrons are asked to turn off all cell phones, pagers and signal watches.
The use of cameras and recording devices is strictly prohibited.

PETE ANTHONY		  The Launch	

Matthew Morrison sings selections from

the Great American Songbook

INTERMISSION

WILLSON / Anderson		  Seventy-Six Trombones from 

		  The Music Man	

GERSHWIN / Bennett		  Gershwin in Hollywood	

Matthew Morrison sings selections from

the Great American Songbook

Saturday, September 27, 2014 at 8:00 PM

OPENING NIGHT AT THE BPO POPS
Matthew Morrison

John Morris Russell, conductor
Brad Ellis, piano
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Matthew Morrison
Matthew Morrison studied musical theater, vocal 
performance and dance at New York University’s 
renowned Tisch School of the Arts. His big Broadway 
break came when he was cast as heartthrob Link Larkin in 
the hit Hairspray. Morrison was later nominated for a Tony 
Award for his role in The Light in the Piazza, and received a 
Drama Desk Nomination for Outstanding Actor in a Musical 
for 10 Million Miles. He also starred in the Tony-winning 
revival of South Pacific at Lincoln Center Theater in New 
York. Morrison currently stars in season six of Glee, Fox’s 

hit musical comedy series from Ryan Murphy. In the show, Morrison stars as Will Schuester, an 
optimistic high school teacher, who tries to refuel his own passion while re-inventing the high 
school’s glee club and challenging a group of outcasts to realize their star potential. 

Released in May, 2012, Morrison starred in the Lionsgate film What to Expect When You’re 
Expecting, which is based on the book of the same name, directed by Kirk Jones. The film also 
stars Cameron Diaz, Jennifer Lopez and Dennis Quaid. Also in 2012, Matthew hosted and 
narrated the PBS special entitled Oscar Hammerstein II- Out of My Dreams, focusing on the 
Broadway producers’ life and career, which aired in March 2012. In March 2012, Morrison was 
featured in a performance of Dustin Lance Black’s play, ‘8’- a staged reenactment of the federal 
trial that overturned California’s Prop 8 ban on same-sex marriage. The performance raised 
money for the American Foundation for Equal Rights.

In 2013, Morrison released a Broadway standards album in 2013 with Adam Levine’s 222 
Records, titled Where It All Began. The album, produced by the late Phil Ramone, is comprised 
of selections first made famous on the Great White Way, including “On The Street Where You 
Live,” “Luck Be A Lady,” and “Send In The Clowns.” Prior to this release, Morrison recorded his 
self-titled debut solo album with Mercury Records in May 2011. 

A California native, Morrison divides his time between Los Angeles and New York.

John Morris Russell, Conductor
John Morris Russell is entering his fourth season as conductor 
of the Cincinnati Pops. Consistently winning international praise 
for his music-making and leadership, he is also Music Director 
of the Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra in South Carolina, and 
served 11 seasons as Music Director of the Windsor Symphony 
Orchestra in Ontario.

Russell leads performances at Cincinnati’s Music Hall and 
the Riverbend Music Center and conducts the orchestra in 
concerts throughout the region as well as on tour. Creator of 
the orchestra’s Classical Roots: Spiritual Heights series, he shared 
the podium with Louis Langrée in “Lumenocity” and conducted 

the Cincinnati Pops in the USO Tribute Cincinnati Gala. Russell has worked with Amy Grant and 
Vince Gill, Ann Hampton Callaway, George Takei, Megan Hilty, and Steve Martin and the Steep 
Canyon Rangers. In December 2014, he will lead the Cincinnati Pops on their first Florida tour.

As a guest conductor, Russell has worked with many of North America’s most distinguished 
ensembles, leading the orchestras of Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary, Vancouver, Victoria, 
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Brad Ellis, Piano
Brad Ellis is best known as Brad The Pianist on FOX-TV’S Glee, 
where for five seasons he has been quietly scowling at the 
WMHS show choir from the shadows. He also played Brad 
The Pianist on last season’s Bunheads on ABC-Family, and wrote 
the original ballet and dance music for the 22-episode series. 
Other television appearances include: Gilmore Girls, The Girls 
Next Door, Bachelor Pad, The Glee Project Seasons 1 and 2, and 
the 81st annual Academy Awards with Hugh Jackman and Anne 
Hathaway, for which he co-wrote specialty material and received 
an Emmy certificate. Film credits include Chicago, Delovely, 
and Beauty and the Beast. Brad has conducted and performed 
in more than 6,000 performances of more than 400 different 

concerts and musicals in New York City, Los Angeles, at the White House and internationally. 
He orchestrates for the LA Philharmonic, the Hollywood Bowl and the Philadelphia Orchestras. 
He’s been the leader on 35 albums for RCA, DRG and Varese Sarabande. He’s been profiled 
by CNN, NPR, People Magazine, The Boston Globe and The New York Times. He is proud to 
accompany Matthew Morrison as his music director in shows from London to Beijing, in both 
jazz and orchestral settings.

Kitchener-Waterloo, Detroit, Dallas, Louisville, and Milwaukee. He has led the New York Pops, 
New York City Ballet, New York Philharmonic, the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood 
Bowl and the Cleveland Orchestra at the Blossom Music Festival. At the Musikverein in Vienna, 
he conducted a concert featuring the Harlem Boys Choir, the Vienna Choir Boys and the actor 
Gregory Peck, which continues to be televised internationally. 

2011-2012 marked Russell’s eleventh and final season with the Windsor Symphony Orchestra. 
While at Windsor, he conducted the orchestra in 17 national broadcasts and led their first 
nationally televised production for the CBC Television series Opening Night. Their 2006 
recording of Peter and the Wolf won Russell and the WSO its first Juno nomination in 2008. 
A two-time recipient of Ontario’s Lieutenant Governor’s Award for the Arts, as well as the 
Ontario Arts Council’s Vida Peene Award for Artistic Excellence, in 2010 Mr. Russell received 
the Herb Gray Harmony Award from the Multicultural Council of Windsor and Essex County, 
in recognition of the WSO’s programming and outreach activities. In 2010, he became the first 
recipient of the Arts Leadership Award from the Windsor Endowment for the Arts. 

Russell is a leader in orchestral educational programming. From 1997 to 2009, he conducted the 
celebrated “LinkUP!” educational concert series at Carnegie Hall. The “Sound Discoveries” series 
Russell developed with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra remains a model for educational 
concerts. 

Russell has also served as Associate Conductor of the Cincinnati Symphony, Associate 
Conductor of the Savannah Symphony Orchestra, director of the orchestral program at 
Vanderbilt University, and Music Director of the College Light Opera Company in Falmouth, 
Massachusetts. He received a master’s degree in conducting from the University of Southern 
California, and a BA in music from Williams College. He has also studied at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama in London, the Cleveland Institute of Music, the Aspen Music Festival, and 
the Pierre Monteux School for Conductors.
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Wednesday, October 1, 2014 at 7:00 PM

DARK SECRETS:
BLUEBEARD AND CHIHULY

KNOW THE SCORE
JoAnn Falletta, conductor
Michelle DeYoung, Judith
Charles Robert Austin, Bluebeard

BARTÓK	 Bluebeard's Castle
		  An Opera in One Act

Patrons are asked to turn off all cell phones, pagers and signal watches.
The use of cameras and recording devices is strictly prohibited.

Glass Sculptures for Stage Sets by Dale Chihuly
By arrangement with Boosey & Hawkes, Inc., Publisher and copyright owner

Funding provided by New York State Council on the Arts with the support 
of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and The New York State Legislature

Additional funding also provided by 

Media Sponsor

Special thanks to our partners!

            

Tonawanda Middle/High School
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The tale of Bluebeard and his wife has inspired authors, artists and composers for centuries. 
Charles Dickens, William Makepeace Thackeray, Margaret Atwood and Kurt Vonnegut have all 
written works inspired by the legend. Jacques Offenbach and Paul Dukas also wrote operas 
based on the tale. Dale Chihuly is the most recent artist to draw inspiration from this dark story 
about the dangers of curiosity.

The tale has its roots in a chilling real-life incident. In 1440, nobleman 
Gilles de Rais was convicted of murdering more than 100 children 
and dabbling in the occult. In the hands of author Charles Perrault, 
300 years later, the children were transmuted to wives, and 
Bluebeard’s murderous predilection was uncovered not by police, 
but by his newest bride, who was warned never to open a certain 
locked door in the sumptuous palace that served as her new home. 
Bartók and playwright Bela Balazs put their own spin on the tale, 
adding psychological depth to Bluebeard and to his new bride, as 
well as six additional doors concealing more dark secrets. 

Since its 1918 premiere, the opera has become known for its 
dark, thrilling mood and for the intimacy that develops between 
Bluebeard and Judith, the only two characters in the opera. In 2008, 

the Seattle Symphony commissioned Chihuly to create a set consisting of seven glass sculptures 
that evoke the secrets Bluebeard wants to keep from his new wife. The production was such a hit 
that the orchestra reprised it in 2012. It has traveled to Tel Aviv, Nashville, and Milwaukee, and 
now comes to Buffalo for the first time.

For this staging of “Bluebeard’s Castle,” the key roles are played by Charles Robert Austin, who 
performed Duke Bluebeard in Seattle, and Michelle DeYoung, who has been seen as Judith in 
productions of this opera all over the world. 

Chihuly is credited for bringing glass art to greater prominence in modern society. Born in 
1941, he attended America’s first glass art program, studied in Venice, and later founded a glass 
program at Rhode Island School of Design. He was also in residence at 
Lewiston’s Artpark in 1975. Today, he is best known for works made to 
fit a certain place and time, such as the landmark 1999 exhibit “Chihuly 
in the Light of Jerusalem,” viewed by more than a million people. His 
works are held in the collections of many major museums throughout 
the world, from the Corning Museum of Glass to the Albright-Knox Art 
Gallery and the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto. They are also seen 
in casinos, on cruise ships, the lobby of the Seattle Symphony’s home, 
Benaroya Hall, and in the homes of collectors.
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Béla Bartók
Hungarian composer, pianist and musicologist
born: 25 March 1881, Nagyszentmiklós; died: 
26 September 1945, New York City

Duke Bluebeard’s Castle, Op.11

Bartók’s sole venture into opera was inspired by the 
folk-legend, La Barbe bleue (Bluebeard), written by 
the beloved French fabulist Charles Perrault (1628-
1703). With Hungarian nuance, the libretto was 
crafted by Béla Balázs, the composer’s compatriot 
and friend.

Cast in one act and set in the Middle Ages, the 
opera was premiered in Budapest on May 24, 1918. 
Like most enduring folk legends, the story bears a 
lesson, revealing the conflicted persona of Duke 
Bluebeard. And, like Bartók’s ballet, The Miraculous 
Mandarin, the tale is severe, but sends a message of 
fated passion.

In various productions, a Bard offers a brief 
prologue, telling the audience the opera is a 
chronicle of Duke Bluebeard’s life, his symbolic 
power and his pained conscience with regard to 
his wives. The curtain opens as Bluebeard welcomes 
Judith, his new bride, to the Gothic interior of his 
castle. She notices seven grandly arched but bolted 
doors, and asks Bluebeard to unlock them, one by 
one. From the first door a frigid wind emanates 
through garish, blood-red light - the castle Torture 
Chamber. The second door opens to the Armory, 
under red-yellow light. Bluebeard’s Treasury is 
held behind the third door, flooded in golden 
light. Under a blue-green glow, the castle Gardens 
are displayed when the fourth door is opened. 
Bluebeard’s Vast Domains are revealed through the 

fifth door, under the glare of stunning white light, 
as the orchestra rises to the most voluminous point 
in the opera.

Bluebeard reluctantly opens the sixth portal, which 
shows a silent Lake of Tears. Finally, Judith unlocks 
the seventh door, revealing Bluebeard’s three 
beautiful former wives, one from each period of his 
life: Morning, Noon and Eventide. Their lovely robes 
are tinted with blood. Bluebeard tells Judith she is his 
Wife of the Night, now near the end of his life. But 
Judith realizes that Bluebeard has murdered all three 
of his former wives. She walks through the 7th door 
to join them, locking it behind her. As the curtain 
closes, Duke Bluebeard is left alone in the shadows.

Throughout the opera, Bartók brushes-in many 
evocative effects from his rich orchestral palette, at 
times symbolically tender, at times lush or brazen. 
The current set design by Dale Chihuly employs 
large, symbolic glass panels, each reflecting the 
sumptuous hues associated with the drama of each 
scene. The melange of live music and scintillating 
light provide a stunning theatrical result.

program note by Edward Yadzinski

Program Notes

Program Overview
Tonight the Buffalo Philharmonic presents a once-in-a-lifetime collaboration. We will perform a 
masterpiece by one of the 20th century’s most original and important composers - Béla Bartók. 
Bartók was fascinated by the dark fairy tale of Bluebeard, and set the story of the murderous 
nobleman in a powerful opera.

Dale Chihuly was also intrigued by the tale - especially by the locked doors in the castle, 
which Bluebeard warns his young wife never to open. He created a stunning collection of 
glass sculptures representing the doors, and his extraordinary artwork plays a vital role in the 
performance.

The genius of Béla Bartók and Dale Chihuly will create an evening you will never forget!

					   



26

Michelle DeYoung appears frequently with leading orchestras 
such as the New York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
Vienna Philharmonic, BBC Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre de 
Paris, Berliner Staatskapelle, Sao Paulo Symphony, and the 
Concertgebouworkest. She has performed at the festivals of 
Ravinia, Tanglewood, Aspen, Salzburg, and Lucerne.

DeYoung has appeared at many of the world’s finest opera 
houses, including the Metropolitan Opera, the Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, the Glimmerglass Opera, La Scala, the Bayreuth Festival, 
and Opera National de Paris. Her roles include Fricka, Sieglinde 
and Waltraute in The Ring Cycle; Kundry in Parsifal; Venus in 

Tannhäuser; Brangäne in Tristan und Isolde; Eboli in Don Carlos; Amneris in Aida; Santuzza in 
Cavelleria Rusticana; Judith in Bluebeard’s Castle; Dido in Les Troyens; Gertrude in Hamlet; and 
Jocaste in Oedipus Rex. She created the role of the Shaman in Tan Dun’s The First Emperor at 
the Metropolitan Opera.

DeYoung’s recording of Kindertotenlieder and Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 with Michael Tilson 
Thomas and the San Francisco Symphony received the 2003 Grammy Award for Best Classical 
Album. She won the 2001 Grammy Awards for Best Classical Album and Best Opera Recording 
for Les Troyens with Sir Colin Davis and the London Symphony Orchestra. Her growing 
discography includes recordings of Mahler’s Symphony No. 3 with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra and the Pittsburgh Symphony; Bernstein’s Symphony No. 1 with the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra, Das Klagende Lied with the San Francisco Symphony and Das Lied von der Erde with 
the Minnesota Orchestra. Her first solo disc was released on EMI.

MICHELLE DEYOUNG

Charles Robert Austin
“Possessor of a strikingly beautiful voice” and “Completely 
commanding on stage” are two phrases used by critics to describe 
the voice and stage talents of Charles Robert Austin. His operatic 
successes are extensive, most notably including King Mark in 
Tristan und Isolde (Teatro de la Opera San Juan, Virginia Opera, 
Tokyo Philharmonic, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra, Minnesota 
Orchestra); Duke Bluebeard in Duke Bluebeard’s Castle (Seattle 
Symphony, Chicago Opera Theatre, Baltimore Symphony); 
Rocco in Fidelio (LA Opera,Virginia Opera, Monterey 
Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra); Méphistophélès in 
Faust (Madison Opera and Tacoma Opera); Leporello in Don 
Giovanni (Berkshire Opera, Minnesota Symphony); and Wotan 

in Die Walkure (Opera Theater of Pittsburgh and cover for the Metropolitan Opera). He created 
the role of King Hrothgar in LA Opera’s premiere production of Grendel.

Austin’s recent concert performances include Howard Hanson’s Merry Mount at Carnegie 
Hall with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra; Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast with the Seattle 
Symphony and Canton Symphony; and a Wagner gala evening with the Canton Symphony 
Orchestra. He has performed Mozart’s Great Mass in C, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony and Missa 
Solemnis, and Verdi’s Nabucco in Carnegie Hall.

Austin can be heard on several recordings, including Peter Ibbetson and The Execution of 
Stepan Razin with the Seattle Symphony and the benchmark recording of Menotti’s The Consul 
as the Secret Police Agent.
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When violinist Deborah Greitzer left for Jordan this summer to 
perform and teach in the Za’atari Refugee Camp, it was not the 
first time she shared music with people in an unusual location. 
The veteran orchestra member has traveled to a number of 
countries, going back to Haiti two or three times a year for 
the last ten years, as well as teaching Suzuki classes in Peru 
and Curacao, performing a Harrison concerto with a Javanese 
gamelan in Indonesia (as well as in Maine), and, in Cuba, giving 
master classes to students who played Ravel and Prokofieff on 
cheap instruments with strings made of telephone wire. She has 
hauled water from a well for a pre-concert shower and played 
concerts in the dark when electricity failed.  Now, some of the 

students from her early years of visiting Haiti have grown up and gone on to teach others or to 
perform internationally. 

Greitzer’s interest in bringing music to troubled corners of the world grew out of an uncertain 
period in the BPO’s history. When financial challenges left the future of the orchestra uncertain, 
she went to law school where she focused on immigration law, and ended up working with 
refugees. She found that musical performance and lawyering both required creativity. But she 
embraced the opportunity to use music as a way to see the countries that her clients had fled 
and to try to make their lives in their home countries more fulfilling.

In addition to sharing music with people of third world nations, Greitzer has made several 
trips to Thailand as a member of the Arcadia Trio. The group has held residencies at Payap 
University in Chiang Mai and Rangsit University in Bangkok. In the upcoming season, the trio 
plans to return to Thailand, this time to perform a trio written for the group by Weerachat 
Pemananda at Chulalongkorn University. Funding permitting, they will record this work as well as 
additional works by Thai and Chinese composers. This past spring, the Arcadia Trio completed 
a longstanding project to perform Messiaen’s Quartet for the End of Time.

Greitzer became involved with Music for Life International when JoAnn Falleta suggested that 
orchestra members participate in the organization’s Carnegie Hall concert in January,2014 
to raise money for displaced Syrian children. This concert led to the Jordan project. Greitzer 
joined a string quartet of musicians from the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra and New World 
Symphony to teach and perform at Za’atari, providing young children and their families with 
respite from lives of fear and deprivation. Their program included works by Haydn, Borodin, 
and Shostakovich, as well as a work by Syrian composer Kareem Roustom. The trip also included 
master classes at the National Music Conservatory/King Hussein Foundation in Amman.

Meet a Musician: Deborah Greitzer

  Stimulating social, educational, & recreational activities
  Personalized care & medication management

  Access to 24-hour personal care assistance
  Affordable Memory care program

“Embrace seasons past...begin life anew!”

410 Mill Street  Williamsville
716.632.3000  www.park-creek.com
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Guest concertmaster
Sponsored by Clement and
Karen Arrison

Ansgarius Aylward,
assistant concertmaster

Sponsored Anonymously

Marylouise Nanna, first violin
Sponsored by El and
Shell Schneiderman

Douglas Cone, first violin
Sponsored by Bradford Lewis, Ph.D.

Diana Sachs, first violin
Sponsored by Gordon and 
Gretchen Gross

Alan Ross, first violin
Sponsored by Anthony J. and 
Carmela M. Colucci

Loren Silvertrust, first violin
Sponsored by Mr. and
Mrs. George F. Phillips, Jr.

Megan Prokes, first violin
Sponsored in honor of Dr. Doreen 
Rao by Sue Fay & Carl

Antoine Lefebvre,
principal second violin

Sponsored by Dorothy Westhafer

Jacqueline Galluzzo,
associate principal second violin

Sponsored by Sandra and
Dennis McCarthy

Richard Kay, second violin
Sponsored by Joyce L. Wilson

Jeffrey Jones, second violin
Sponsored by Mr. and
Mrs. George G. Herbert

Diane Melillo, second violin
Sponsored by Jack & Ellen Koessler

Shieh-Jian Tsai, second violin
Sponsored by Joyce L. Wilson

Valerie Heywood,
principal viola

Sponsored by Harriet B. Stewart* and
Marie A. Marshall 

Natalie Piskorsky,
associate principal viola

Sponsored by Dr. Patricia and
*Burt Notarius

Matthew Phillips, viola
Sponsored by Mr. and
Mrs. George G. Herbert

Kate Holzemer, viola
Sponsored by Ms. Cindy Abbott 
Letro and Mr. Francis M. Letro

Janz Castelo, viola
Sponsored by Anthony J. and 
Barbara Cassetta

Feng Hew,
associate principal cello

Sponsored by Kenneth Schmieder, 
in loving memory of Nancy L. Julian

Monte Hoffman, cello
Sponsored by Mr. and
Mrs. Robert B. Skerker

Robert Hausmann, cello
Sponsored by Sally and
Donald Dussing

David Schmude, cello
Sponsored by Jim and
Michal Wadsworth

Amelie Fradette, cello
Sponsored by Ms. Cindy Abbott 
Letro and Mr. Francis M. Letro

Brett Shurtliffe,
associate principal bass

Sponsored by Mr. Bruce C. Baird and 
Mrs. Susan O’Connor-Baird

Makoto Michii, bass
Sponsored by The Hicks Fund

Christine Lynn Bailey,
principal flute

Sponsored by Michael and
Roberta Joseph

Catherine Estes, oboe
Sponsored by Mr.* and
Mrs. William Christie

John Fullam, principal clarinet
Sponsored by Roberta and
Michael Joseph

Patti Dilutis, clarinet
Sponsored by Dennis P. Quinn

Salvatore Andolina,
clarinet/saxophone

Sponsored by Nancy L. Dowdell

Glenn Einschlag, bassoon
Sponsored by Dr. and
Mrs. Friedrich J. Albrecht

Martha Malkiewicz,
bassoon/contrabassoon

Sponsored by Frances L. Morrison

Duane Saetveit, french horn
Sponsored by Cheryl and
John Howe

Jay Matthews, french horn
Sponsored by Philip H. Hubbell, in 
loving memory of  Jayne T. Hubbell

Alex Jokipii, principal trumpet
Sponsored by Nancy L. Dowdell

Timothy Smith, trombone 
Sponsored by Arthur W. and 
Elaine I. Cryer

Jeffrey Dee, bass trombone
Sponsored by Edward N. Giannino, Jr.

Mark Hodges, percussion
Sponsored by Harriet B. Stewart* and
Marie A. Marshall

Dinesh Joseph, percussion
Sponsored by Lynne Marie Finn, on 
behalf of Superior Group

*deceased

Sponsor a Musician

To learn more about the Sponsor a Musician program, please contact Kelly Campbell 
at (716) 242-7829 or kcampbell@bpo.org.
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Get to know BPO Board member Peter Eliopoulos, Chief Marketing Officer, M&T Bank.

Why does M&T Bank support the orchestra so generously?
At M&T Bank, we believe that the well-being of the bank is dependent upon the well-being of 
the communities we serve. That’s why M&T supports organizations that strengthen Buffalo and 
Western New York, including the BPO, Albright-Knox, Shea’s, Darwin Martin House, Buffalo Zoo 
and many, many others. Good corporate citizenship isn’t an abstract concept at M&T, it’s part 
of our culture, and it’s why I’m proud to follow M&T bankers like Jeff Wellington, Jim Beardi and 
Don Dussing on the BPO board.

How did you personally become involved with the BPO?
I grew up in Massachusetts with a strong interest and involvement in music, and I continue to 
believe that musical training is a vitally important part of every young person’s education. When 
I joined M&T and arrived in Buffalo eight years ago, I very quickly became aware of the BPO’s 
outstanding reputation, and most recently had the opportunity to work directly with JoAnn 
Falletta on the Carnegie Hall project and many other initiatives that help bring quality music 
programming to Western New York, and especially its young people.

What do you think are some of the most exciting things going on with the orchestra? 
Last year’s overwhelmingly successful performance at Carnegie Hall was not only one of the most 
exciting chapters in the BPOs recent history, but it also gave us momentum that we continue to 
build on today. The BPO went on the road to South Florida, and here at home keeps growing 
new audiences and new friends.

What are you most excited about in this new season?
I can’t wait for the new season, to continue to hear and experience great music, to help educate 
youth and new audiences in Buffalo and for the continuous and steady build of our endowment, 
as part of the Crescendo Campaign under Lou Ciminelli, Ange Fatta and the rest of the board’s 
continued leadership.

The BPO is very grateful to M&T Bank for its support for 30 years...and counting!

Spotlight on sponsor

JoAnn Falletta, Peter and BPO guest pianist Joyce Yang. Photo: Michelle Day
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Annual Fund

Maestro’s Circle
$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous (1)
Ms. Cindy Abbott Letro 
  and Mr. Francis M. Letro 
Sue Fay Allen & Carl Klingenschmitt 
Allentown Village Society, Inc. 
Mr. Charles Balbach
Bank of America
The Reverend and Mrs. Peter Bridgford
Buffalo Bills, Inc.
Anthony J. & Barbara Cassetta 
The Robert & Patricia Colby Foundation 
Jennifer Dowdell and Nancy Dowdell
Sally & Don Dussing
Bob & Doris Drago
Members, Erie County Music 
  Educators Association
Ms. JoAnn Falletta 
  & Mr. Robert Alemany 
Robert J. & Martha B. Fierle Foundation
Mr.* and Mrs. Peter B. Flickinger
The Foundation 
  for Jewish Philanthropies
Patricia & William Frederick
Dick & Pat* Garman
George & Bodil Gellman
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation 
Daniel & Barbara Hart 
Carlos and Elizabeth Heath Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. George G. Herbert 
Hodgson Russ LLP 
John & Cheryl Howe 
HSBC Bank of USA, N.A.
Mr. Philip H. Hubbell, 
  In memory of Jayne T. Hubbell
Martha & Tom Hyde
Roberta & Michael Joseph 
The Seymour H. Knox 
  Foundation, Inc. 
Kenneth A. & Gretchen P. Krackow
W. & J. Larson Family Foundation 
Bradford Lewis, Ph.D. 
Marie A. Marshall
  In Memory of Harriet B. Stewart
McCullagh Coffee
Mr. and Mrs. Carl J. Montante, Sr.
National Fuel
Mr. & Mrs. Reginald B. Newman, II 
NOCO
NOCO Foundation, Inc.
Donald F. & Barbara L. Newman 
  Family Foundation
Oliver’s Restaurant
The Vincent and Harriet 
  Palisano Foundation
J. Warren Perry and
  Charles Donald Perry Memorial Fund 

Frederick S. & Phyllis W. Pierce 
  Family Fund
RBC Wealth Management 
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens
El & Shell Schneiderman 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Skerker 
Uniland Development Company 
Joyce L. Wilson

Concertmaster Circle
$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous (1)
Dr. and  Mrs. Fred Albrecht
Martin G. & Linda Anderson
Joan & Peter Andrews 
  Family Foundation
Andy T. Anselmo
Anthony Baldi & Associates
Albert J. and Toni Baratto
James and Linda Beardi
James M. Beardsley & Ellen M. Gibson
Better Buffalo Fund at the   
  Community Foundation for 
  Greater Buffalo
Buffalo Pharmacies Inc. 
Mrs. Ann Cohn 
Anthony J. and Carmela M. Colucci
Arthur W. & Elaine Cryer
Peter & Maria Eliopoulos
Ellicott Development Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren E. Emblidge, Jr.
Neil and Doris Farmelo 
Mrs. Lynne Marie Finn 
Fisher-Price, Inc. 
William & Marjorie* Gardner 
Sarah Goodyear
Gordon and Gretchen Gross 
Charles J. Hahn* & Joy Rogers 
Mr. Thomas J. Hanifin
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 
Barbara W. Henderson
The Hicks Fund 
Monte Hoffman & Niscah Koessler
David and Lucinda Hohn
Mrs. L. Nelson Hopkins, Jr. 
Nick and Bonnie Hopkins
John J. and Maureen O. Hurley 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. Kadet
Keyser Cadillac
Ms. Ellen Koessler 
John W. & Mary M. 
  Koessler Foundation 
Mr. John W. Koessler, III 
Mrs. Mary M. Koessler
The Linton Foundation 
Sandra and Dennis McCarthy 
Frances L. Morrison 
Eric Mower & Associates 

The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra gratefully acknowledges contributions, grants and sponsorships received from the 
following individuals, corporations and foundations who gave $500 and above. While the thousands upon thousands 
of donors whose gifts ranged from $1 to $499 are too numerous to list here, we gratefully acknowledge those additional 
individuals, groups, companies and foundations who give to us so generously.

Millonzi Society 
$150,000+
Anonymous
The Cameron and Jane Baird 
Foundation 
Louis P. Ciminelli Family  
Foundation
Carol & Angelo Fatta
M&T Bank
The John R. Oishei   
Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
BlueCross BlueShield of 
Western New York, Inc. 
Clement & Karen Arrison
The Cullen Foundation
Delta Air Lines
First Niagara Bank
Moog, Inc.

Mulroy Family Foundation
 John & Carolyn Yurtchuk

$25,000-$49,999
Alesco Advisors LLC 
Brent D. Baird 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian D. Baird 
Mr. Bruce C. Baird and Mrs. 
Susan O’Connor-Baird
The Baird Foundation
Mrs. Catherine M. Beltz
Grigg Lewis Foundation, Inc.
Jaeckle, Fleischmann & 
Mugel, LLP 
Montgomery Family 
Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Phillips, Jr.

Superior Group, Inc. 
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Dr. and Mrs. George H. Nancollas 
Dr. Patricia & Burt* Notarius
Daniel C. Oliverio
The Ralph F. Peo Fund at the CFGB
Dennis Quinn
David & Joan Rogers
Ms. Catherine F. Schweitzer
Scott R. & Rachel C. Stenclik
Edwin F. Stohrer, Jr.
Steve and Nicole Swift
Vaspian
Carolyn & Joe Voelkl
Lorinda McAndrew Voelkle Foundation
Nellie B. Warner Endowment Fund
Irv & Elaine Weinstein
Dorothy Westhafer 

Encore Circle
$2,500-$4,999 
Anonymous (1)
Gary and Marjorie Abelson
Vanda Albera 
Ansie Baird 
Doug and Ellen Bean
Dennis & Leilani Black
Britton Trust
Mark Chason and Mariana  
   Botero-Chason
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph S. DePaolo 
Judith Clarke & Alan Dozoretz 
R. Irene Dwigans  
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Easton 
Paul Erisman
Mrs. Rosemary G. Esty* 
Marion S. Fay 
Peter and Ilene Fleischmann
Joseph & Anna Gartner Foundation 
Edward N. Giannino, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Gioia 
Dr. Samuel Goodloe, Jr.
Ms. Constance A. Greco 
Dr. Elisabeth Zausmer 
  and Dr. Angel A. Gutierrez 
The Hahn Family Foundation 
Edwin P. Hart
Mr. & Mrs. G. Wayne Hawk
Dave & Katie Hayes
Drs. Clement and Margot Ip
Mr. and Mrs.* Robert Irwin 
Dr. Robert & Hana Jacobi 
Bruce and Gail Johnstone 
Joy Family Foundation
Dwight King & Leslie Duggleby 
Douglas G. & Nancy Kirkpatrick
James & Leslie Kramer
Charles & Judith Manzella
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Mathias II
The McGuire Group
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Newman
New York Council for the Humanities 
Franklin & Colleen Nice 
Mr. and Mrs. Sanford M. Nobel 
Don and Jane Ogilvie 
Richard & Karen Penfold

The Reid Group 
Nancy and Louis* Reif
Mr.  & Mrs. John Reinhold
Frances M. Rew 
Deborah Henning and Thomas Rolle 
Nancy L Julian* and
  Mr. Kenneth Schmieder 
Ms. Anne Schneider & 
  Mr. Ronald L. Frank 
Joseph & Carole Sedita
Drs. Robert & Maxine Seller
Lowell and Ellen Shaw 
Deetta & Frank Silvestro
Joan & Roger Simon
Drs. Stephen and Monica Spaulding 
James and Karen Stephenson 
Jim & Connie Tanous
Nicole and Nicholas Tzetzo
Vogt Family Foundation
Jim and Michal Wadsworth
Ted & Ingrid Wetherbee
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wetter
C. Richard and Joyce T. Zobel

Principal’s Circle
$1,750-$2,499
Anonymous (1)
Drs. Kevin and Elizabeth Barlog 
Cole & Nancy Bergan 
William & Ida Christie Fund for Music
Elizabeth G. Clark
Amy L. Clifton & Theodore B.K. Walsh
Emerging Leaders in the Arts Buffalo 
William Freyd & Diana Carlson
Friends of the BPO
Drs. James Grunebaum & 
   Penelope Prentice
Michele O. Heffernan 
  & John J. Cordes 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph W. Hinds, III
Dr. & Mrs. Curtis F. Holmes 
Professor Joseph Kelly, Esq. 
C.F. and A.F. Kurtz 
Norma Jean Lamb
Margaret V. Manzella Trust 
Randy & Diana Martinusek
Irene E. Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Randall M. Odza
Tom & Lois Pause 
Ms. Georgeann W. Redman 
Gary & Barbara Schober
Nancy B. Thomas
Mrs. Mary W. Wickett
Mr. and Mrs. K. Wiedenhaupt

Bravo Circle
$1,000-$1,749
Anonymous (2)
Dr. George N. Abraham
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. Ackerman 
Kenneth & Maura Africano
Rita Argen Auerbach
Ronald E. and Mary L. Banks
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Bannon 

Steve Earnhart and Jennifer Barbee 
Dave & Wendy Barth
Ms. Brenda B. Benzin 
Anne Bonte 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Boswell 
James A. Brophy and Fraser B. Drew
Gary and Willow Brost
Elaine & Mel Brothman
Dorothy J. Brown
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Butsch
Buffalo Bills Youth Foundation 
Buffalo Dental Group
Buffalo State College Music Department
Drs. Douglas R. and Barbara B. Bunker 
C.S. Behler, Inc.
The Reverends Sarah Buxton-Smith and 	
  Stephen J.S. Smith
Margaret C. Callanan
Rudolph and Ann Casarsa 
Barbara & Jerry Castiglia 
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Cecchini
Richard & Elisabeth Cheney
Nan & Will Clarkson
Mrs. Ruth Cohan
Joan & Michael Cohen
Joanne and Frank Collins Charitable  
  Foundation
Dr. Elizabeth Conant and Ms. Camille Cox 
Andrea and Don Copley
Marilyn R. Cornelius
Nancy A. Cunningham 
Roger and Roberta Dayer 
Juan and Sylvia De Rosas
Dr. and Mrs. David C. Dean 
James and Mary Frances Derby 
Tim and Lois DiCarlo
Elvira A. Diaz*
Duane and Nancy Dipirro
Joan M. Doerr
Robert Joel Drago
George T. Driscoll, Jr. 
Drs. Philip Dvoretsky & Linda Ludwig 
Jeanne C. Eaton 
Dr. Edward G. Eberl 
Dr. Robert Fenstermaker
Mr. Kim A. Ferullo
George Byron Fisher 
Thomas and Grace Flanagan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Fleming 
William and Beth Fleming
Mrs. Burt P. Flickinger, Jr. 
Fox Run at Orchard Park
Rose H. and Leonard H. Frank 
   Community Endowment Fund
Mr. and Mrs. David Fried
Mr. Richard L. Friend 
Friends of the BPO
John Fudyma & Sarah Fallon
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Giambra 
Joe and Lynne Giroux 
Marjorie Girth
Dr. and Mrs. Louis Goldberg 
Susan Graham & Jon Kucera 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Greene
Mr. Gary B. Greenfield 
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Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Guenther
Ken & Gladys Hardcastle 
Van & Dianne Harwood
Philip M. & Marion Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Sherlock A. Herrick, Jr.
George M. Hillenbrand, II 
Richard & Lynn Hirsch
George & Barbara Hole
Mr. & Mrs. John G. Horn
Luella Johnson 
Craig & Deborah Johnston
Bruce & Gail Johnstone
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth R. Kahn 
Kathleen Keenan-Takagi 
Michael & Marilee Keller
Milton Kicklighter 
The Herbert & Ella Knight 
 Family Charitable Fund
Carol & John Kociela
Ms. Ellen Koessler 
Ken & Paula Koessler 
Dr. Bernard Kolber
Bob & Liz Kolken 
Robert J. and Mary Ann Kresse 
Katherine Kubala
Risé & Kevin Kulick 
Drs. Jeffrey Lackner & 
  Ann Marie Carosella
Michael & Stephanie Laipple 
Landmark Wealth Management
Lawley Service Insurance
Dr. and Mrs. William D. Lawrence
Dr. and Mrs. Louis Lazar 
Susan B. Lee
Mrs. Kalista Lehrer 
Jordan & Holly Levy
Stewart & Faye Levy
Gerald and Jody Lippes
Howard & Lorna Lippes
Jack & Inez Lippes 
Anne and Alan Lockwood 
Madison Community Foundation 
Judy Marine 
Jim & Kathy Marshall
Elsie P. & Lucius B. McCowan 
  Private Charitable Foundation
McGard, Inc. 
Denise L. Meyers-Rezabek
Enrico & Marisa Mihich 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald E. Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Mitchell 
Ann Moot
Mr. & Mrs. Leo W. Nalbach
Michael & Janette Neumeister
Dr. & Mrs. James P. Nolan 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Brien 
Alphonso & Marcia O’Neil-White
Dr. Joseph A. Paris*
Judith Parkinson 
Robert J. Patterson 
Reverend Diane & Craig Phinney 
Henry & Patty Porter 
Susan Potter
J. Forrest Posey 
Ms. Elaine Ragusa 

Marilyn L. Reeves
Corinne & Victor Rice Foundation
Mary Anne Rokitka
Maureen W. & Dr. Richard J. Saab 
Anne Saldanha M.D. 
Saldanha Family Foundation 
W. Scott & Kristin Saperston
William F. & Elizabeth Savino
Daniel J. Schmauss 
Betty Schultz 
Brenda Baird Senturia 
Caren & Stuart Shapiro 
Mrs. Brenda K. Shelton 
Shuman Family Foundation Inc. 
Robert and Dixie Siegel 
Drs. George & Sharon Simpson
Juanita & Neville Spring 
Gerould R. Stange
Malcolm & Alma Strachan
Marilyn & Irving Sultz 
Ms. Carol Sundberg
Gary R. Sutton 
Gary and Katharina Szakmary
Joseph R. Takats Foundation 
Tapecon Inc.
Ivan Tarnopoll
John & Susan Thomas 
Terry & Jerry Thomas
Phyllis Tobin
Mr. and Mrs. Peter R. Travers Jr.
Sheila Trossman & Bud Anthone
Joseph Varga 
Persis & Robert* Vehar 
Robert & Elisabeth Wilmers
Wayne & Janet Wisbaum 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick S. Wood 
Mr. Paul M. Wos
Stephen McCabe & Gretchen Wylegala
Cynthia Zane & Stephen Mazurak 
Paul Zarembka

Patron Circle
$750-$999
Nancy S. Barrett
Barbara & Alan Blackburn 
Dr. David B. Bender
Tim and Belle Butler
Miss Victoria A. Christopher 
Dr. Sebastian & Marilyn Ciancio
Philip & Marguerite Coppens
Dr. & Mrs. Harold G. Corwin, Jr.
Michael P. D’Ambrosio 
Miriam and Peter Dow
Ellen & Victor Doyno
Stephen & Suzanne Evans
Joyce E. Fink
William & Lucy Grad
Edwin M. Johnston, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen T. Joyce
Charles J. Kaars
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Laping 
Dr. John Leddy and Dr. Carmen Alvarez 
George L. Mayers 
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon E. Merritt

John E. Milner
Gregory Photiadis & Sandra Chelnov
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore J. Pyrak  
Darwin and Ruth Schmitt
William Kenneth Schmitt Fund 
Edwin and Virginia Sprague 
Malcolm and Alma Strachan 
Freddie M. Thompson
Dr. & Mrs. Raymond C. Vaughan
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Wiesen
Pierre & Barbara Williot
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Yuhnke
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Zebro

Crescendo
$500-$749
Accounting Group of
  Western New York CPA PC
Anonymous (4)
Morton & Natalie Abramson 
Mr. David Alexander 
  and Ms. Margaret McDonnell 
Steve & Jean Ambroselli 
Burtram W. & Ellen Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Arena 
John and Amy Bair
Susan Baird 
Teo & Jennifer Balbach 
Bradford H. Banks
Tom & Judy Beecher
Berardi Immigration Law
Alice F. Bird
Dr. Ann M. Bisantz & Dr. Albert H. Titus
Renate Bob
Bonadio & Co., LLP
Mr. & Mrs.* Franklin Bossler
Mr. and Mrs. Hilary P. Bradford 
Brian Parisi Copiers Systems, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Brown 
Buffalo Philharmonic Musicians Inc.
Mr. William D. Burns 
Joseph & Susan Cardamone
Catherine M. Campbell
Janet M. Casagrande 
Jackie Castle
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Cecchini
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Chur 
Mrs. John Churchill 
David Ciesla
Mrs. Mary Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Clark 
Debby and Gary Cohen
Columbus McKinnon Corp.
Conax Technologies LLC 
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Connolly, Jr.
Ellen Todd Cooper 
David & Mary Ann Coulson
Annette M. Cravens
Rebecca and John Davidson 
Beverly J. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Desha 
Margaret Diamond & Jacob Schactner
David A. DiCarlo
Richard and Cornelia Dopkins
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David T. Duff
Marianne G. Dunn 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Eardley 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald A. Ebel
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Efron
Rosemary Elliott 
Nitza & Avery Ellis 
Erie and Niagara Insurance Association
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Falkner 
The Honorable & Mrs. Leo J. Fallon
Michael R. Fiels
First Presbyterian Church 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Fisher
John Fleischman, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Flickinger
Rita A. Forman
Sergio Fornasiero
Laurence & Eileen Franz
Ellen S. Friedland, Ph.D. 
  and Thomas A. Hays, M.D. 
Rose M. Furman 
Mrs. Sue S. Gardner 
Theodore & Joan Geier
Grand Island Transit Corp.
Carol  A. Greiner
Kathryn Karlic & Peter Gross
Robert & Kathryn Hallborg
Mrs. Marion P. Hanson 
Charles & Virginia Harrington 
Maryanne Harvey
Paul and Suellen Hassett 
Arlene Haug
Barbara R. Hayes
Edward and Karen Healy 
Dr. and Mrs. Reid R. Heffner, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Bradley Herbert 
Ms. Marie Olive Hewett 
Charles & Janet Hodges
Duncan C. Hollinger 
Lindsey Humes
Laura Hurd
Ms. Suzanne M. Jacobs 
William & Genevieve James 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Jasinski
Ms. Marilyn Jones 
Drs. Richard & Barbara Jurasek 
Kathie A. Keller 
Marie L. Keller 
Kenney, Shelton, Liptak & Nowak LLP
Mr. & Mrs. John Kirwan
Juliet Kline 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Klocke
James & Mona Kontos 
Mr. Charles Korn & Dr. Deborah Raiken
Dr. and Mrs. Edward J. Kucio 
Ms. Joan Kuhn 
Ted Kuzniarek 
Peter T. Lansbury, Ph.D. 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. Lazarus 
Dr. John Leddy and  
  Dr. Carmen Alvarez 
Lehigh Construction Group Inc.
J.P. Bullfeathers
  Don & Lori Leone
Fern & Joel Levin 

Dr. George R. Levine 
  & Rivona H. Ehrenreich 
Liazon 
Dorothy M. Lien
Mrs. Celia Linder
Jerry & Joelle Logue
Robert & Patricia Long 
M&T Insurance Agency
Karen L. Mathews 
Dr. and Mrs. Walter S. Mayo 
Peter & Rebecca McCauley
Barbara A. McCulloch 
Dr. G. Allen McFarren 
Claire Miller McGowan
Raymond & Louise McGrath 
McLain Foundation 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Meisner
Paul J. Michaels 
Mrs. Anita Kaye Militello
Mrs. Joseph J. Militello 
Joan and Hugh Miller 
Dr. Michael C. Moore
Ms. Sandra G. Morrison 
Dr. Robert Moskowitz 
Thomas Muka and Juliann Van Woert
Mr.* & Mrs. Gerhard J. Neumaier
Philip Nicolai and Mary Louise Hill
Philip L. Nones
Susan D. Nusbaum
Tim O’Brien Fund at the FJC
Bernie & Linda O’Donnell 
Ann C. Pappalardo 
Laurence J. & Sylvia Paul 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter F. Pawlowski 
Percussive Arts Society 
Mary & Robert Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Peterson
Dr. and Mrs. John H. Peterson
Anthony Piccione
Mr. and Mrs. William Pictor 
The Pierce Family Foundation
Karen L. Podd
Dr. & Mrs.* Theodore C. Prentice 
Joseph & Linda Priselac 
Charles and Joanne Privitera
Lauren & Jean Rachlin
Martha J. Reddout
James & Diane Reschke 
Mr. Nelson C. Ribble 
Diane Rittling
Dr. & Mrs. Donald W. Robinson
Dianne & Irving Rubin
Maryann Saccomando Freedman
Gordon & Harriet Sacks
Scott & Ardeen Schaefer 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Schintzius 
David Schopp
Gwendolyn R. Schopp 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Schulz
Henry P. and Tricia Semmelhack
Mrs. Leonard Semski
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Sessions 
Mr. Eugene M. Setel 
Peter Siedlecki and Lynnette N. Mende 
Mr. William P. Siegler 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Silvey 
Mr. Carlton M. Smith 
Rosemarie C. Steeb 
Ruth & Ted Steegmann 
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Stevens, III
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin F. Stohrer, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Strachan
Dr. and Mrs. Harry A. Sultz 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Symons
Cynthia Swain & Stephen Edge
Mr. Paul Tarantino 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Telford
Jeffrey J. Thompson
Sally S. Tiebel
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Tillotson
Dr. Ann Bisantz & Dr. Albert Titus 
Guy Tomassi
The Travel Team Inc./
  American Express
The Trbovich Family Foundation
Ron and Susan Uba 
U-C Coatings Corporation 
Ms. Francine Valvo 
Robert T. Vosteen 
Mr. William Vosteen 
Peter A. Vukelic 
John & Linda Wadsworth
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Walmsley
R. Thomas Weeks
Jeff & Susie Wellington 
Ms. Marlene A. Werner 
Dr. & Mrs. Milton M. Weiser
Edwin & Judy Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Wright
Arden and Julie Wrisley 
Gregory and Donna Yungbluth 
Amy M. Zeckhauser
Mr. & Mrs. George M. Zimmerman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zinter
Walter M. Zylka, Jr.
Wine & Spirits Guild of America

*deceased
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Planned Giving
Musical Heritage Society

We are pleased to list the current members herein because they have realized the importance of “the gift 
that keeps giving.” Each of these individuals or couples have made provisions for a contribution to the BPO 
in their estate plans and while there are many different methods, the most common is by adding the BPO 
as a beneficiary in one’s will.

Anonymous (3)
Charlotte C. Acer
Elizabeth & John Angelbeck 
Charles Balbach
Jennifer Barbee
The Reverend and
  Mrs. Peter W. Bridgford
James A. Brophy & Fraser B. Drew*
Anthony J. Cassetta
Barbara & Jerry Castiglia
Gerard and Rachel Catalano 
Mrs. Ida Christie
Miss Victoria A. Christopher
  In honor of JoAnn Falletta and 
  Donald McCrorey
Dr Sebastian and Mrs Marilyn Ciancio
Louis & Ann Louise Ciminelli 
Ms. Elizabeth G. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Clarkson 
Miss Mary E. Clemesha*
Ruth Cohan
Mrs. George Cohn
Dr. Elizabeth Conant
Marilyn R. Cornelius
Dr. Sharon F. Cramer and 
  Mr. Leslie R. Morris*
  In honor of the BPO Viola section
Beverly Davies 
Mrs. Roberta Dayer
Mr. Tim DiCarlo
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony N. Diina
Charles* & Nancy Dowdell

Sarah & Donald Dussing
Mr. Neil R. Farmelo
Angelo & Carol Fatta 
Mrs. Marion Fay 
Judith & John* Fisher
Edward N. Giannino, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Byron R. Goldman
Gordon & Gretchen Gross
Marion Hanson 
Margaret W. Henry
Mr. & Mrs. George G. Herbert 
Monte & Cheryl* Hoffman 
Mrs. L. Nelson Hopkins, Jr.
Mr. Philip H. Hubbell in memory 
  of Jayne T. Hubbell
Bruce and Gail Johnstone
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth R. Kahn
Kathleen Keenan-Takagi
The Herbert & Ella Knight
  Family Charitable Fund 
Norma Jean Lamb 
Eric E. & Ruth F. Lansing 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred J. Larson
Bradford Lewis, PhD
Francie D. & Joel N. Lippman
Marie Marshall
Mr.* & Mrs. J. A. Mattern
Donna & Leo Nalbach
Drs. Howard & Karen Noonan
Robert & Marion North Fund
Mrs. Frederick S. Pierce
Edwin Polokoff

Dennis Quinn
Virginia Ann Quinn
Evelyn Joyce Ramsdell
Sylvia L. Rosen
John and Susan Rowles 
Nancy E. Ryther*
Paul and Gerda Sanio 
Kenneth Schmieder,
  In memory of Nancy L. Julian 
Catherine F. Schweitzer 
Roger & Joan Simon 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Skerker
Dennis M. Smolarek
Jane Snowden*
Harriet Stewart*
David D. Stout & 
  Janet E. Popp Stout
Gerald R. Strauss
Sue W. Strauss
Nancy B. Thomas
Jim and Michal Wadsworth, 
  as trustees of the Mulroy, 
  Heath and Colby Foundations
Mrs. Robert Warner*
Mrs. Marjorie W. Watson
Mrs. Dorothy Westhafer
Wayne & Janet Wisbaum 
Betty Ann Withrow
Mr.* & Mrs. J. Milton Zeckhauser

*deceased

Recent Bequests
Grace Elma Caines
Hillel J. Haas
Donald I. MacDavid

Richard F. Miller
Norma C. Moss
Julia C. Piquette

Nancy E. Ryther
Marian L. Staley 
Harriet B. Stewart

Jane Snowden 
Ward Williamson

Gift-In-Kind Partners
Ms. Cindy Abbott Letro &
  Mr. Francis M. Letro 
Antoinette’s Sweets, Inc.
Arlington Place Pictures
Arrowhead Spring Vineyards
Avenue Art & Frame 
Clement & Karen Arrison 
Bennett Direct, Inc.
Brian Parisi Copiers Systems, Inc. 
Buffalo and Erie County Public Library 
Buffalo Limousine
Buffalo News

Buffalo Spree Publishing, Inc.
Butterwoods Bakery
The Café at 59 Allen Street, Inc.
Comfort Inn and Suites Downtown
The Copy Store
Eber Bros. Wine & Liquor Corp.
Enterprise Car Rental
Paul Ferington
Jaeckle, Fleischmann & Mugel, LLP
The Mansion on Delaware Ave.
McCullagh Coffee
Oliver’s Restaurant

Christopher Scinta Photography 
Premier Wine and Spirits
Shannon Pub
Spirit of Buffalo
Time Warner Cable
Vaspian
Virginia Arts Festival
Wegmans Food Markets
Wilcro Inc.
WNED
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Anonymous
AJL Fund
Cameron Baird Fund
Benderson BPO Endowment Fund
Virgil A. and Margaret L. Black 
   Memorial Fund 
Philip & Joyce Celniker Fund 
Mildred Bork Conners & Joseph E.  
   Conners Fund 
Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra 
   Society Inc. Endowment Fund
Grace Neff Daniels Memorial
Howard F. Gondree Fund
Joan Hetzelt Hanifin Memorial Fund

D. Bruce  and Gail Johnstone Fund at  
   the CFGB 
The Herbert & Ella Knight Family 
   Charitable Fund 
John and Carol Kociela Fund at the  
   CFGB
Janet K. Larkin & John D. Larkin III 
   Fund
Albert H. Laub Bequest
Marie A. Marshall Fund
MPZ Endowment Fund
Benjamin and Lila Obletz 
   Endowment Fund 
Mary Louise Olmsted Fund 

Susan Harvey Prentis Fund
Margaret Frank Rofot Charitable 
   Lead Trust
Natalie Kubera Roth Fund 
Martin and Barbara Schechtman 
   Charitable Remainder Unitrust
William Kenneth Schmitt Fund 
Dr. & Mrs. Roy E. Seibel Philanthropic 
   Fund
Joseph and Loretta Swart Fund
Nellie B. Warner Endowment Fund 
Charlotte Potter Whitcher Trust

Trusts

Make a Difference in the Lives that Follow
www.leavealegacyWNY.org

To ensure your wishes are carried on for generations to come,
you may call (716) 879-0944 for more information.

The Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra endorses the LEAVE A LEGACY® WESTERN NEW 
YORK program, an initiative of the WNY Planned Giving Consortium and a public awareness 

campaign of the National Committee on Planned Giving.

Government National Endowment 
for the Arts

Mark Poloncarz, County Executive
and Erie County Legislature

New York State Council
on the Arts

Erie County

Betty Jean Grant
Kevin R. Hardwick
Thomas A. Loughran
Edward A. Rath, III
Patrick B. Burke

Ted B. Morton
Lynne M. Dixon
Joseph C. Lorigo
Barbara Miller-Williams
Peter J. Savage, III

New York Council
for the Humanities

Regional Economic 
Development Councils

Check out YOUR Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra online!

City of Buffalo
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Tribute Registry
You can celebrate a significant occasion, remember a loved one, commemorate a milestone, or recognize 
someone special with an honorary or memorial gift in their name to the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra. 
These gifts were received between March 31, and August 15, 2014.

In Honor Of:
Andy T. Anselmo 
Your 90th Birthday 
Kenneth Young & Kathleen Rizzo 
Young 
Brian Baird 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Laping 
Harold & Adele Becker  
Your 60th Wedding Anniversary 
Marvin & Marcia Frankel 
Peter & Gale Bloom 
Your Wedding Anniversary 
Sally & Arthur Bloom
The Duttweiler/Nash Wedding 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Simpson
JoAnn Falletta 
Joan and Peter Andrews Family 
Foundation 
Buffalo Alumnae - Sigma Alpha Iota 
Victoria A. Christopher
JoAnn Falletta & the BPO 
Marvin & Marcia Frankel 
Ange Fatta 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Greene 
Mrs. Robert E. Grimm 
Mary and Robert Peterson 
Dan Hart 
Timothy & Sarah Carney 
Dorea Holmes 
Joanne McCartin 
Juliet E. Kline 
Your Birthday 
Gerald and Sue Strauss 
Dr. Theodore C. Prentice 
Mark Goldman 
Shirley F. Rosenthal 
Eli & Velina Ruckenstein 

In Memory Of:
Sanford “Sandy” Adler 
Greta B. Berkson 
Richard & Marion Connuck 
Lawrence & Deborah Franco 
Marvin & Marcia Frankel 
Roberta & Richard Handel 
Richard and Lynn Hirsch 
Dr. and Mrs. Bert Kwasman 
Ellen Levine & Steven Loffredo 
Joan & Herbert Mennen 
Ruth Miller 
Shirley Miller 
Department of Surgery, Cambridge 
Health Alliance 
Friends of Sanford Adler 
Iris Rivo 
Nancy & Martin Robinson 
Bern & Elaine Rotman 
Leonard Schrutt 
Joyce and Marvin Siegel 
Brian Weinberg 
Hannah & Norman Weinberg 
Ruth K. Astmann 
Andrew K. Astmann 

Murray Bob 
Renate Bob 
Betty Bronstein 
Marvin & Marcia Frankel 
John S. Cullen 
The Cullin Foundation
Dr. Fraser B. Drew 
James A. Brophy 
John P. Dwyer 
Joan M. Doerr 
Norma Fischer 
Joanne McCartin 
Marjorie Gardner 
William H. Gardner
Katherine Kubala 
Edward G. Gerstel 
Susan Elkin 
Reverend Robert E. Grimm 
Mary and Robert Peterson 
Gina Hamilton 
Judy Hamilton 
Nancy Julian 
Kenneth Schmieder 
Henry Chapman Kline 
Juliet E. Kline 
Mathew & Anne Knapp 
Barbara A. McCulloch 
Julius J. Kovach 
Former BPO Violinist 
Mary J. Clark 
Mildred Leininger 
Marlene & Lawrence Joseph 
Liz & Bob Kolken
Samuel E. Loliger 
Donald M. Behr 
Dr. Edward J. Marine 
Judy Marine 
Robert J. Miller 
Elizabeth Kolber 
Burton Notarius 
Zena & Edward Hyman 
Buchman Law Firm, LLP 
Wine and Spirits Guild of America 
John Palmer 
Roberta & Richard Handel 
Scott Parkinson 
Keith B. Ritter & Brenda L. Heaster 
Paul A. Pierce 
Betty K. Pierce 
Salvatore Privitera 
Morton & Natalie Abramson 
Thomas & Jacklyn D’Agostino 
Sheila & Leonard London 
Jerry Raiken 
Lynn S. Bass 
Hallie Block 
Kathryn Bram 
Judy Collins & Anne Marie Schulman
Robin Eaton 
Sasha & Brad Elias 
Mary Ann Ellis 

Charles Fogel & Family 
Marvin & Marcia Frankel 
Lillian I. Gerstman 
Muriel Hirsch 
Donald & Dvorah Joseph 
Marlene & Lawrence Joseph 
Betty Korn 
Kenneth Korn 
Dr. Elizabeth L. Kyger and Mr. Stephen 
L. Moscov 
Bernard Myer 
David & Catherine Pera 
Steve and Pam Raiken 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis G. Rogers 
Sylvia L. Rosen 
Roy and Mary Sheppard 
Jack & Elizabeth Turner 
Louis Reif 
Sylvia Tourbaf 
Ellen Hooper Riopelle 
Joe & Andree Renee Simpson 
Joann M. Schraven 
Robert and Julianne Preston 
Dennis Schultz 
Vanda Spicola 
Vanda Albera 
Dolores Stenclik
Eric Stenclik 
Harriet B. Stewart 
Anonymous
Marie A. Marshall
Carol M. Stohrer 
Edwin F. Stohrer, Jr. 
Harry Taub 
Irv and Elaine Weinstein 
George J. Thomas 
Jim & Connie Tanous 
Albert J. Thompson 
Freddie M. Thompson 
Laura Torrico 
In Loving Remembrance of Mother 
Victor & Virginia Torrico 
Katherine Kubara
Dr. Sharon F. Cramer and Mr. Leslie R. 
Morris* 
Marjorie Girth Esq. 
Frederick & Theresa Mann 
Liz & Bob Kolken
John and Sandra Sullivan 
Patricia Thompson 
The Wychowski Family 
Peter Tower 
In celebration of his life and his 
contribution to the arts 
Robert and Elisabeth Wilmers 
Martin E. Trossman 
Sheila Trossman & Bud Anthone 
Louis S. Tuminno 
William Noel 
Charles Wenner 
Kenneth W. Gross 
Robert Zinter 
Irine D. Zinter
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BPO Administrative Staff
Administration
Daniel Hart
  Executive Director
Diana Martinusek
  Executive Assistant

Development
Jennifer Barbee
  Director of Development
Kelly Campbell
  Annual Fund and 
  Planned Giving Coordinator
Wendy Diina
  Corporate, Foundation 
  and Event Manager
Barbara A. McCulloch
  Manager of Information Resources
Alison Merner
  Development Assistant
Lauren Piekarski
  Special Event Coordinator
Guy Tomassi
  Gift Officer

Education and 
Community 
Engagement
Robin Parkinson
  Director of Education and   	
  Community Engagement
Julienne DesJardins 

Education Coordinator
Beth Donohue Templeton
  Teaching Artist Coordinator

Finance
Kevin James
  Director of Finance
Nicole Bodemer
  Financial Accountant

Jacqueline Henry
  Receptionist/Finance Assistant
Susan Hill
  Payroll and Accounts 
  Payable Associate

Marketing
Susan M. Schwartz 
  Director of Marketing 
  and Communications
Kate Jenkins
  Communications Coordinator
AndréeRenée Simpson
  Advertising and Promotions  
  Coordinator
Cary Michael Trout
  Graphic Designer Consultant
Ed Yadzinski
  BPO Historian

Operations
Don Nelson
  General Manager 
Lisa J. Gallo
  Director of Operations
Jennifer N. Comisso
  Personnel Manager
Elaine Riek
  Audience Services Manager
Brian Seibel
  Event Manager

Sales and Patron
Services
Michael Giambra 
  Director of Sales/Patron Services 
Adam Cady
  Patron & Ticket Services Manager
Katherine LeTeste
  Assistant Box Office Manager

John Van Haneghan
  Patron Services Supervisor
Ambrose Price
  Group Sales Coordinator
Bethany Erhardt
  Patron Services Representative
Laura Curthoys
  Patron Services Representative
Harmony Shulman

Patron Services Representative 
Christine Kramer
  Patron Services Representative
Scott Kurchak
   Patron Services Representative
Josh Wagner
  Patron Services Representative

Subscription Sales
Christine Kramer
  Supervisor
Lawrence Cahill 
Debbie Camizzi
Scott Kurchak
Sarah Mayer
Ken Murray
Amanda Paruta

Kleinhans Music 
Hall Staff
Chuck Avery
  Master Electrician, IATSE local 10
Danny Gill
  Sound Engineer, IATSE local 10
Charlie McDonald
  Chief Engineer
Maggie Shea
  Building Services Manager

a division of

For more information, comments, or to advertise, please contact
us at 716.783.9119 ext 2250 or www.buffalospree.com

senior Graphic DesiGner
Josh Flanigan, Andrea Rowley, 
J.P. Thimot 

Graphic DesiGners
Catherine Sollenberger,
Adam Van Schoonhoven

proDUcTion DirecTor
Jennifer Tudor

president & ceo  ........................................................ Laurence A. Levite
administrative & Finance Director  .............................. Michele Ferguson
associate publisher/editor-in-chief  .........................  Elizabeth A. Licata
associate publisher/senior Vice president/advertising  Barbara E. Macks
senior Vice president/creative Director  ..........................  Chastity O’Shei
Vice president/production .................................................. Jennifer Tudor
Vice president/Marketing  ........................................................... Lori Nasca
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Handicapped Seating And 
Assistance
Patrons requiring special assistance are urged 
to contact the Box Office prior to attending 
the concert. Handicapped seating is located 
on the main floor on the outside aisles from 
rows A-CC. Handicapped parking is available. 
Please notify the parking attendant upon 
arriving of your needs. Hearing Assistance 
Devices are available at the coat check. Please 
note, there is no elevator to the balcony level.

Cameras, Recording Devices
Photography is permitted in the hall before 
and after concerts, but all devices must 
be turned off during a concert. It is strictly 
forbidden to record or photograph a concert, 
as it presents a distraction to the musicians and 
other patrons. 

Late Arrivals
Patrons arriving after the performance has 
started will be seated at the discretion of 
the House Manager. Seating will not be until 
the first suitable break or at intermission. Late 
seating may not be in the purchased location. 
Kleinhans Music Hall maintains a smoke-free 
environment.
All programs and artists are subject to change 
without notice.
Sorry, no refunds or exchanges on single ticket 
purchases.

Medical /Security
Security staff is available at all times and an EMT 
is on site for all concerts and performances. 
Please notify an usher or staff member is there 
is a medical or security need.

Shuttle Service and BPO 
Preferred Restaurants

Shuttle Service from D’Youville College 
Park and ride from D’Youville College 
Lot D, 430 West Avenue, for all Saturday 
performances. The lot is less than a quarter 
of a mile away from Kleinhans and provides a 
quick and easy way to get to the hall without 
walking. Parking and shuttle service are free of 
charge. Shuttles begin at 6:30 PM and end 30 
minutes after the conclusion of the concert. 
Parking may be available for other concerts. 
Please join our email club at bpo.org or call 
the Box Office for updated information. 

Salvatore’s Symphony Shuttle $10 
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens offers shuttle 
service at the rear corner of their parking lot 
for just $10.   This is a convenient and great 
way to avoid any traffic or parking hassles. 
Call the reservation hotline at (716) 885-
5000 and press 4 to reserve your place.     
Start your evening with a gourmet dinner 
at Salvatore’s before the concert, selecting 
from a prix fixe “Symphony Menu” for $31.00. 
Call (716) 683-7990 for dinner reservations.  
Dinner and shuttle sold separately. The 
shuttle leaves promptly at 7 PM. 

Henry’s Restaurant 
Enjoy dinner at Henry’s on the ground floor 
of Kleinhans Music Hall before evening BPO 
concerts. For more information or to make 
reservations, call (716) 881-4438.

31 Club 
On N. Johnson Park and Elmwood Ave. in 
Buffalo, offers complimentary shuttle service 
for diners to and from Kleinhans on all concert 
nights. Call (716)332-3131 for reservations or 
more information.

Patron Information

Lobby doors open 90 minutes before the concert is scheduled to begin, or 
earlier depending on pre-concert activities. 
All performances begin promptly at the designated time.


