
DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE FLORA 
BRISTLECONE CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
May 30, 7:30 pm, at the White Mountain 
Research Station on East Line St. Judie 
Tartaqlia will qive an illustrated talk 
on the Inyo N.F. timber management 
proqram with emphasis on its relation 
to the rare and sensitive plant proqram. 
Judie is the Forest Resources Officer 
and has supervisory control over Forest 
harvest operations. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 

In addition to our usual summer field trips we will have the 
opportunity to assist the Forest Service with rare plant inventories. 
We can help locate populations of P h a c e l i a  m o n o e n s i s  and C u s i c k i e l l a  
q u a d r i c o s t a t a  ( D r a b a  q u a d r i c o s t a t a )  in the Bodie Hills area on the 
week-end of June 16-17. Tina Mark in the Bridgeport Ranqer District 
office is coordinating the effort for us. All wishinq to know more - about this wervice week-end should phone me or let me know by our 
May 30 meetinq at the latest. Mileage can be paid by the Forest 

L Service to help defray costs and we can enjoy primitive camping in 
the Bodie Hills. 

We may also be able to help the Mt. Whitney Ranger District 
inventory sites of C r y p t a n t h a  r o o s i o r u m ,  O e n o t h e r a  c a e s p i t o s a  Ssp. 
c r i n i t a ,  and A b r o n i a  n a n a  SSP. c o v i l l e i  in the Sidehill and Seephole 
Sprinqs areas. Dates for this outinq have not been established yet 
(probably in mid-July) but you will be contacted for.this, too, if 
you let me know that you are interested. 

These searches should be interesting, informative and helpful 
to the Forest Service as well as ourselves. A qood turnout is 
anticipated. . . . . . . . . . . . Vince Yoder 

FLORAL TIPS: There were a few floral treats this spring, in spite 
of the persistent drouth. They are over for this year, but we suggest 
that you keep the dates and sites in mind for May 1991. 

C e a n o t h u s  l e u c o d e r m i s ,  known here as the Symmes Creek lilac, was 
in full bloom the first two weeks in May. It does not belong here, 
but is well established on the Foothill Road toward Symmes Creek. 
The entire population was burned in the 1985 fire, but crown sprout- 
ing has resulted in vigorous bushes covered with a bluish froth of 
blooms. 

The red blooms of E c h i n o c a c t u s  t r i g l o c h i d i a t u s  var. m o j a v e n s i s ,  
Mojave mound cactus, were frequent on the dark south-facing walls of 
Payson Canyon, White Mountains, the first week of May. A few plants 
of ~ s t r a g a l u s  c o c c i n e u s ,  scarlet loco, were still in bloom then in 
the narrows of the Westgard Road. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

MAY 26: Joshua Flat, lnyo Mountains, Leader: Doris Fredendell, assisted by Mary 
DeDecker, Meet at 9:00 am, toward crest of the Inyo Mountalns on the northern route to Death 
Valley, where the Saline Valley road turns off to the right. ( Leave Highway 395 at the Triangle 
Campground nort.h of Btg Plne where Hlghww I68 comes tn from the east. Drive east 2.3 miles 
and turn right. It Is 15.3 miles from Big Plne to the meeting site. 

we w i l l  not find the a b u n W  of blooms whlch are normal for Joshua Flat, but we wi l l  see 
perennials , lncludlng mtus.The rod up the canyon wi l l  be lined with Bush sunflower 
( Em/?$ virghws13 ssp. atmiii) and apricot mallow ( ~ ~ ~ r n b ~ ~ ) .  With them wi l l  
be an occasional red flash of Indian paintbrush ( 12str''l@& L3)1ftwm) and a few wands of the 
rose-colored Austin penstemon fPmstm-m t7ff1& var. dry/sti#ji). 

June 9: As a followup to the M a y  30 meeting we wi l l  meet with Barry Freeman, Mono 
Distr'lct Timber Officer. at 9:30 a.m. at the intersection of US 395 and Logging Camp Road, about 
2.5 miles north of Crestvim Station. We wi l l  visit areas which have been harvested by several 
cuttinq methods and see arms that are regenerating through planting and natural reseeding. 
Sensitive plant sites w i l l  be visited also. 

JUNE 23-24: Wyman Canyon, White Mountains. Leaders: Paul and Mary DeDecker. 
Participants must have 4-wheel-drive vehicles with high clearance, and must beapproved by 
the leaders. Call 6 l9/878-2389. Take drinking water and be prepared for primitive camping. 
It could be chilly, even in June. Meet at Schulman Grove at 10:OO a.m. There should be 

interesting and unusual plants. 

July 7: Green Laka ( 1 f , I  00 it. ) Bishop Creek. Leaders: Pat and Jack Crowther. A 
suhalpfne botany walk. Meet Saturday, 8:00 a.m. at the South Lake parking lot, 22 miles west of 
Bishop vfa Highway 168. We wi l l  be hiking about 7 miles round trip with a gain of 1300 ft. in 
elevation. Bring lunch, sunsacreen, and good walking shoes. Hopefully we wi l l  need Insect 
r e p e l l e n t . ~ t i ~ .  Be equipped with a copy ofA Bishw Creek Plant List by Pat and Jack. 

Later trips to be announced In a future Issue. 

FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

"CHARCOAL" CANYON, LAST CHANCE RANGE,MARCH 1 7. 
We climbed the fan to "Charcoal" Canyon over a rocky track through aparse cover of dry 

burro- bush (Ambrash dumm) , ye1 low -dry cheese- bush f~mencc/kt? sa/a/a) , and 
creosote bush ( Larrm tri&ntutu). Any plant with a few green leaves was cause for jubilation 
on this 4th year of drouth. Pads of beavertai 1 cactus ( Opc/ntl;sbsi/~r~s) were scarred and 
wrinkled, silver cholla ( Opunt~&vh/hcaypd was definitely under stress, and we wondered i f  
Enplmann cactus ( LM~hmreusenp/mmid would survive the year. There were a few clumpzs 
of cottontop cactus ( E c h i n m f u s p o ~ h / u s )  which were apparfently thriving, but there 
were also collapsed plants, long gone. Thwen we found a tangle of white stems of ground -cherry 
( P@/is crmifo/~b) she1 ter ing a thick pad of its papery s d  cases - hope for another year. 
The Inner canyon growth was dominated by large dry bushes of bush sunflower ( Ena//b 
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vfrgfn~nsfs ssp. . a:tonff) and golden -eye ( YI~~~/ I&B reticu/ata j ust starting new leaves. 
A mlle up the charml-adored amyon, at the contact point between bltck and yellow hills, an 

L unknown mfner ha! spent m i & a b l e  time and money to develop hls claim , abmkmd now. We 
lunched on his terrace, near the decrepit rock and dir t  shelter, wing out over the canyon to the 
Saline Range across Eureka Val ley. 

Plants in bloom would have added much to thisday's hike but "dry plant botany" can be very 
satisfying in the vast expanse of desert, with lrzards scurrying u rn foo t  and ravens soaring in a 
clear blue sky. 

Mary Beth Cooke . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

DARWIN FALLS, ARGUS RANGE, APRIL 7. 
On a beautiful Saturday morning about 25 members and friends met at Panamint Springs and 

proceeded to the parking area i n  Darwin Wash t.op begin our trek to t,he lower falls. 
On the way up the wash we were surprised by the number of perennials in  bloom, although 

only a few annuals, mostly along the stream course i n  the wash. The flow semed fairly normal, 
in spite of the long drouth. 

We Interrupted our botanizing to attack the plentiful tamarisk shoots. Must have pulled 
thousands. The length of their roots was amazing - often wer two feet long for a 6- inch 
seedl~ng. In spite of our efforts, many thousnads remain, .soon to be augmented by seeds from 
the blooming thickets up stream. Total tamarlsk eradication here would require a major efort 
by RLM as a special project. 

Highlight of the tr ip was the d l m e t y  of a 3-inch Pian~n~j/ar/$ letra~~~ist~? a small, 
- rounded cactus w l th hooked spines. 

L The beautiful little Darwin Falls creates a refreshing oms af vegetation, confined by high 
cliffs. It Is a place to vlsit again and agaln. 

V~nm Ycder . . . . . . . . . . .  
(See the plant l ist on paps 4 t.o 6.) 

CONSERVATION CORNER 

$0 Earth Day has come and gone. Although our Chapter did not participate in any organlaxi 
activity, members were free to join local groups to celebate this 20th anniversary--plant 
trees, pull weeds and tamarisk, jom a group party or  picnic, etc. 

As I reflect upon the nationwide activities, I'm not to sure that the environment fared XI well 
from them. Lots of fuel was burneU gettng somewhere, lots of garbage generated at gatherlnq, 
toattend an event or do something, all of which ended up as big media event. 

My inclination was to stay at home, work in the garden, pull weeds, contemplate on ways to 
save energy and help simplify our eslstance. An awful lot of polutlon is generated just hwnuse 
we are so itchy to do son~ethlng that we spend a lot of time just spinning our wheels. 

Enough Is enough alreab/. Let's ration our impulses and stay at home on Earth Day next t ime 
md see how we feel about that. 

Vince Yoder . . . . . . . . . . .  
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DARWIN WASH PLANT LIST FROM PARKING LOT TO LOWER FALLS 
Compiled by Vince Yoder, Doris Fredendall, and Mary DeDecker 

Fern Family 
Venus- hair fern 
Parry cloak fern 
Amaranth Family 
Honeysweet 
Parslev Fmih 
Celery 
Sunflower Family 
Sand- bur 
Burro- bush 
Blg sagebrush 
(iravel ghost 
Water - wally 
Sweet bush 
Pungent brickellbush 
l nyo brickell bush 
Pebble pincushion 
Rabbitbrush 
Wash rabbitbrush 
Horse-weed 
Brittle bush 
Bush sunflower 
Cudweed 
Matchweed 
Snakeweed 
Arrow - leaf 
Cheesebush 
Desert-star 
Pigmy cedar 
Mono senecio 
Basln goldenrod 
Prickly sow- thistle 
Pink milk.-aster 
Desert mi 1 k- aster 
Golden-eye 
Mojave aster 
Birch Family 
Water birch 
D o r m  Family 
Fiddleneck 
Capped cryptantha 
Golden forget- me- not 
Ashen forget- me- not 
Purple- rooted forget- me- not 
Wing- nut cryptantha 
Bushy cryptantha 
Mustard Family 
(hoper caulanthus 
Tansy mustard 
Flixweed 



IXTACEAE 
r & I ~ t m p ~ h I U s  
€iri;lnwa tqw/mmnii 
#"mr'/&t& t&trm~str& 
@uI?& &h?#!$ 
@unt?S tw91hxxrp 

CHENOPODl ACEAE 
Atrip/&- mti#.titi?/id 
Atr@/tw txmmm 
,+tr@/& ,m&wp 
<bd31?Id~/-~ir' 

CURCURB ITACEAE 
i&r~wf?it(9&m& 

CYPERACEAE 
2ixirpus mw?&a- 

EPHEDKACEAE 
&h&6 -s?$ 

EUPHORB l ACEAE 
I ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ i ?  

FABACEAE 
&trqu& ~t~~~~ var .. hw?tw?tii 

Bush peppergrass 
Modest peppergrass 
Water-cress 
~esert plume 
Tumble m l l $ t . ~ d  
Streptanthe1 l a  

tus Fm 
Cottontop m t u s  
Torch cactus 
Lit t le fishhook cactus 
B m e r t a i l  cactus 
Chol la  

foot Familv 
Shadscale 
Four-wing saltbush 
A1 lscale 
Barbwire thistle 

am i ly 
Coyote melon 
sedae Far11 i 1y 
Olney t.hr-uare 
Lphedra Familv 
Nevac4 ephedra 
S ~ u r a e  Family 
Parish s p u r p  
l3aEmUk 
PaDer - DM 
Rwl desert l u m e  

Purple mat 
Purple phacelia 
Blue phmlia 
Rush Family 
I r i s -  leaved rush 
Mint Family 
White hedge- nettle 
boasa Familv 
Rock nettle 
Lit.t.le blazing star 
Ma1 low Farrr i lv 
Five spot 
Apr imt mallow 
four O'clock Familv 
Sticky-ring 
Wishbone bush 
Evenina Primrose Family 
Yellow CUDS 
Hsart- ImvYlf prjrr~rose 
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Brown-eyed primrose 
Rock primrose 
Val1 y epilobium 

@ = F U  
Ripgut grass 
Bermuda grass 
3 1  tgrass 
Witchgrass 
Ditch polypogon 
Rabbitfoot grass 
Desert needlegrass 
Phlox Family 
Modest puffed calyx gilia 
Showy gilia 
Showy gilia 
Holly gilia 
Dotted langloisia 
Golrlen gllia 

Skeleton weed 
California buckwheat 
D w r t  trumpet 
Blrd's- nest buckwheat 
Pagoda buckwheat 
Curly dock - 
Virgin's bower 
Deser t buttercup 
&$kr Family 
Shrubby bedstraw 
Willow Family 
Fremont poplar 
Red willow 
Narrow-leaf willow 
w o r t  Family 
Cwnmon monkey-flower 

tshade Family 
Peach thorn 
Black nightshade 
Tamarisk Familv 
Salt Cedar 

Fluff cat-tail 
h l t r o ~  Family 
Creosote bush 

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  

We heartily welcome the following new members: 

Judith Decker, Ridgecrest 
Scott Hetzler, Bishop 

Wal ly Woolf enden, Bishop 



WATER UPDATE from WATER REPORTER by lnyo County Wabr Department 
by Greg James, lnyo County Counsel and Water Dlrector (This In response to groups whlch have been 
organized on the brink of the Los Angcles-lnyo Water Agreement to oppose any effort toward an 
agreement. 1 

Lr -- 
, Much confusion sti l l  exists over the status and the future of the tentative long-term agreement 

betwen lnyo County and Los Angeles on water management in the Owens Valley. In this report lnyo 
County Water Director Greg James explains why he believes the County should not abandon the 
agreement at this time as some people desire. 

RATIONAL PROTECTlOli FOR WENS VALLEY 

'Renounce the Inyo/LA Water A g r e m t  and immediately place the fate of the Owens Valley before 
the judges and justices of the courts!' 'Stop the damn pwnps!' 'Do these things now and fire Greg 
Jemes, or be forced from office!' 

Such are the demands pouring in on the lnyo County Board of Supervisors from certain individuals 
and groups. These people see such a course of action as the only way to save the Owens Valley. 

I strongly disagree. There is a better, more reasonable and rational alternative that may result in a 
higher level of permanent protection for this valley. And, while this alternative is being pursued, the 
valley is not a t  risk. Pumping has been drastically reduced, irrigated lands will continue to be green, 
and other invalley uses will continue to be applied this fourth drouth year. If adequate protection 
cannot be attained in the coming months through the proposed agreement and the new environmental 
process, the Board of Supervisors publicly have pledsged to resume the water war using every means 
at their disposal to seek protection of this valley's environment. This is not the t.ime to abandon the 
proposed agreement. 

There is no doubt that the natural conditions of this valley have been altered and diminished because 
of water gathering and export. Initially the Indians diverted water from streams to spread we r  their 
crops. Later, diversions were greatly expanded and canals and ditches were dug to irrigate up to 
75,000 acres. A t  the turn of this century, Los Angeles arrived on the scene, built an aqueduct, and 

. - F exported water out of the valley. Los Angeles then bought out the ditch companies, the farmland. the 
b residential and copmmercial properties, and wound up owning virtually the entire valley. 

When enport of the surface water was no longer enough for its needss, Los Angeles built a second 
aqueduct and began pumping water from beneath the valley. Although there were many bitter and 
prolonged fights over the years, it was not until 1972 that the lnyo County government formally sued 
Los Angeles over the impacts of i ts groundwater pumping and surface water gathertng for the second 
aqueduct . 

Followmg more than a dec:ade of lit.igation, it. became apparent that. Los Angeles finally was willing 
To entet into serious discussions with the C0unt.y over prot.ect.ion Tor the valley's environment and joint 
wahr  management. As a result, in I984 Los Angeles and lnyo County agreed to a hrst.orlc four-year 
truce during which Lime groundwater pumping would be jointly managed, irrigation .and other ~n-valley 
uses maintained, certain mitigation measures implemented, water rates for Los Angeles owned town 
water systems reduced, and impartial envlronmenbl studies conducted. The overall goal of the interim 
agreement was the development. of a long-term water managfement. plan. 

Under this inertim agre'ement, Ule effects of Los Angeles' groundwater pumping and other. activities 
on the environment of Owens Valley have heen extensively researched and studied. The study results 
draw upon the expertise of many participants including US.  Cieological Survey, U.S. Sod Conservat.ion 
Service, researchers and professors from several universities, other agencles, Los Angeles, and lnyo 
Coiunty . The County and Los Angeles have used the study results in hammering out a proposed 
agreement which provides fora sustainable and improved valley environment. It is hard to believe In 
view of the history, but Los Angeles has indeed mde an initial commitment. to an enforceable agreement 
that has as i ts primary goal the protection of the valley-floor vegetation and in-valley water users. as 
well as the avoidance of groundwater mining. the restoration of approximately 50 miles of the lower 
Owens River, improvement of county parks and c.ampgrounds, return of the wat.er systems to local 
control, reopening water supply ditches in Big Plne and releasing limited  amount.^ of Los Angeles-owned 
land for public and pivate use. 

l o  be continued in tbo July issue. The Bristlecone Chaptersupports the concept of a water 
agreement and fully appreciates Greg James as a capable and concscientous public servant. Our 
members wil l  continue to give input as negotiations progress and the EIR is reviewed. 



CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY - U e m b e r s h i p  A p p l i c a t i o n  

The Cal i forn ia  Native P lan t  Society is an organizat ion of l a y  p e r w n s  and 
professionals  united by an in'terest i n  t he  p l an t s  o f  C. l i fornia .  It is 
open t o  all.  The Society,  working through its l o c a l  chapters ,  seeks to 
increase  understanding o f  Cal i fornia 's  na t ive  f l o r a  and t o  preserve t h i s  
r i c h  resource f o r  f u t u r e  generations.  Varied i n t e r e s t s  are represented. 

Name - P.O. o r  Street 

City State z i p  Phone 
Membership Category: 

Life, Couple - 
Life, Individual - 
S u p ~ o r t i n g  - 
Household - 
Individual o r  Library - 
Student o r  Retired - 
Retired Couple - 

GIFT contr ibut ion:  Where most 
needed - Conservation - 

I wish t o  be a f f i l i a t e d  with the  
Bristlecone Chapter 
Other 

Please make check payable t o r  
Cal i fornia  Native P lan t  Society 

Mail to r  Bris t lecone Chapter, CNPS 
P.O. Box 506 
Independence, CA 93526 

The BRISTLECONE NEWSLETTER comes ou t  bimonthly. It is mailed free t o  members of 
t h e  Bris t lecone Chapter, CNPS. The subscript ion is $5.00 per year  fo r  others .  
Editor! Hiwy DeDecker. 
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