Usnea flammea

Usnea flammea

Identification: Thallus green to yellow-grey, in
tufts up to 8 cm long which can be erect or
hanging. There are numerous white rings around
the branches especially in the short clear length
near the base which is not blackened. Thin lateral
branches tend to grow from one side of the main
branches. Areas of the surface may be covered
with short finger-like isidia and small warty soralia.
Chemistry: Medulla K+ yellow turning red and Pd+
orange.

Similar species: The many pale rings and non-
blackened (though may be darker than the rest of
the thallus) holdfast are distinctive.

12} W 2000+
W 1960 - 1999
1650 - 1950

Habitat: Exposed rocks especially near the coast and on mossy trees and
heather.

Distribution: Widespread and locally frequent in the south and west of Britain
and Ireland.
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