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differsnces. "Turesson's theory is that out of an originally
polymorphic group, in sach locality only those oar on two formg
especially suited will survive. Craspedia is a genus crying out for
similar investigation here. E . -

In England Mareden Jones and Turrill,using
have tried to keep all factors conmstant im pot cul
8011,%0 see how much its properties affect the f
W.Zoveomily similar experiments have bsen under
gauge the fertility of ths soill, then to analvse %h X

Dr. Lotsy of Holland,visiting New Zealand in 1927
impressed with the extent of wild hybridiem, psrhaps he
cause of-variability in our plants. Amongst the oxamplos
wera the crosses betwaen Ronunculus lyallli and R

.larnata and M.simplex, Hebs oliiptica anc S.salicl .
did not make any mention of nis own artificial aybrias betwsen
Coprosma robusta and $.propingua of which he followed the progeny
through till ths gscond generation had displayed all its wondarful
variety of leaf form and-fruit colour.  The cnly other controlled
hybridizations of N.Z. plants axcept in grasses have baen in Rubus
{Rubus parvus . ., x R.Schmidsliodes,ses Allan THZL 58,p.51,1927)and
in genue phormium about which Dr.Allan has published results in
collaboration with Miss Cranwell, and with ir. Zofov. Rubus barkeri,

. of which all the cultivated plants that adorn many public gardeng nav
comad-vegetatively from ons original piecs from Westland,was thoughi

- by ‘Dr. Cockayns to be a hybrid. I% was interesting to hsar thais it
“hag baan known to flower in cultivation.

Hybzridiem has besn assumed to account for wmuch of tha
variability in farns, and tha- sxpsrimantal work being carrisd out on

Aspleniums in Auckland by Miss Crookes was mentioned.
Farne 2lso show haeterophylly,i.e.different kinds of leaves in
diffarent parts or at different ages in the plant, Blechnum filiform
is our most striking gxample. Tn flowering plante X nrysun
goralloidag, Pokaka,kalkomako, Carpodstus serratus,Mu

) ionbsckiz com-
ploza, nnd %ha kowhais were:mantionad in this conncction. Flowars on
revaerglon shoots, or aven on.plants with foliage entirely juvenile
should always ba wafchad for:: :The rejuvanation of lancawood after
fire was interestingly -describad.-  Tha explonation of thasa juvanile
forms 1s still awaltad,.’and it 1§ to ‘ba hopzd that someone in New
Zaaland;even without the thousands of flower pots and acres of glass—
housz that wa saw in American rasearch stotions, will somz day be abl
t0 tell ue why or how a pokaka;after romaining for years in a,tangle
suddonly sende up-an aract.shoot that bscomas the trunk of a-tree.

e ¥r. Baddic ‘oxhibited: o .colloction of lsaves gathersd from a
small arsa . in-North Auckland; that illustrated very aptly both the
variability within the genus Pssudopanax, and the nced for careful
study in tha fisld. ™’ .

¢ - DEPARTURZS.

Tha’dsparturs from New Zsalond of Mrs. Watson Smith,formerly
Yigs Lucy Cranwall, ig an. svent of moment to plant-lovers here. As
botaniet at the Aucklond Mussum, HMiss Cranwell was well known for her

, work in popularising the study of nativs plants,whils through her

scientific papers,-wide .corrsspondence,and. travels abroad,hef name
became familiar to botanisis in all parts of ths world. 8Some account
of her interests, and a list-of some of her publications are given in
the latest Newslattar from -tha ‘Auckland Botanlcal. Society which shewa
instrumental in founding.in 1937. Our Soclety might join with her
own in wishing her good fortuna in her new home in America.

Another plant—scientist to leave this country recently is Dre
Lai Yung Li, whom we had tha pleasurs of hearing in 1942. Dr.Li is
raturning t0 China to undertakes t2aching and experimental work with
his own peopla. No news has boen rocelved since a report some wesks
ago that ho had reachad Sydney safely. I% is to be hoped that he
will sccompligh tho rest of his perilous journey without mishep,and
that 1t will not be long befors his country is able to communicate
freely with the rest of the world.
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