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FROM ?HE RAKAIA TO TK5 BIG WANGANUI RIVER. 

A b s t r a c t of a t a l k on March l 8 t h . 

In the Chr i s tmas h o l i d a y s of 1945? I was a member of a t r amping p a r t y which 
went i n t o the Upper Rakaia Va l l ey by way of Lake Heron, s t a y e d f o r s eve ra l days i n 
the L y e l l Hu t , t hen c r o s s e d the S t rachan Pass i n t o West land. scrambled a round the 
b l u f f s and h i l l s i d e s of the Lord and Lambert r i v e r s and t r a v e l l e d down the 
Wanganui R ive r to the main Westland highway. On such a t r i p , i n such c o u n t r y , 
w i th a b i g p a r t y , a l i m i t e d t i m e , a n d d l l food and g e a r t o be c a r r i e d , i t i s of 
c o u r s e imposs ib l e to c o l l e c t a s much- a s one would wish or 'even to take ad.ed.uate 
n o t e s . Only what seems a t t h e t ime tho most i n t e r e s t i n g p l a n t s can be c o l l e c t e d 
o r f e a t u r e s n o t e d . But s c a r c e l y any th ing seems to be known of t he mountain p l a n t s 
of West land i n the hundred m i l e s between t h e O t i r a Gorge and the Franz Jo se f 
R i v e r . C o l l e c t o r s have been on Mt.Greenland n e a r Ross which i s not q u i t e JiQOOft,, 
h i g h . The j o u r n e y down the Lord and Lambert V a l l e y s has been made only t h r e e o r 
f o u r t i m e s and so f a r a s i s known no account h a s been g i v e n of the p l a n t s seen , 
so t h a t any n o t e s made i n t h i s r e g i o n h e l p to f i l l i n a gap i n o u r knowledge. 
B o t a n i s t s h a v e , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , f a i r l y f r e q u e n t l y v i s i t e d the Upper Raka ia 
V a l l e y . Haast and o t h e r s c o l l e c t e d t h e r e i n t he e a r l y days , Cockayne h a s 
d e s c r i b e d the c o l o n i s a t i o n of t h e r i v e r f l a t s (Trans .and Proc.Bot.Soc.Ed.X3QLX;104) 
and w i t h Laing h a s d e s c r i b e d t h e v e g e t a t i o n i n t he pape r on the Arrowsmith 
D i s t r i c t (Trans.N.Z,Inst .XL111:31-5.) • Spec i e s n o t p r e v i o u s l y r e c o r d e d f o r t h e 
a r e a a r e marked ( x ) . 

We s t a r t e d ou r t r i p from Lake Heron,which l i e s in an open f l a t t u s s o c k - c l a d 
v a l l e y and d r a i n s by way of Lake Stream i n t o the Raka ia . The t r a c k s k i r t s the 
e a s t s i d e of a swamp formed by Lake St ream,and t h e b r i g h t g reen of the sedge 
Carex t r i f i d a and t h e d u l l r e d of Schoenus p a u c i f l o r a a r e consp icuous i n the 
l a n d s c a p e . The n a t i v e do ck, Rum ex f l exuosus was f lower ing i n the swamp and 
B u l b i n e l l a hooke r i was abundant on the damp ground a t i t s edge . 

At t h e f o r d Prasophyllura c o l e n s o i and two forms of P l a n t a g o s p a t h u l a t a , 
one w i t h e n t i r e and one w i t h p i n n a t e - e d g e d l e a v e s were found. 

The n i g h t was spent i n Down's H u t , a t the edge of one of the p a t c h e s of 
mounta in beech f o r e s t which occu r i n t h e wes t e rn t r i b u t a r y v a l l e y s of Lake Stream. 

Qn the t r a c k from Down's Hut over P r o s p e c t H i l l down t o Thompson's Hut 
p e r h a p s the most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e s of the v e g e t a t i o n were t h e l a r g e clumps of 
Ce lmis i a s p e c t a b i l i s . This was t h e l a r g e r v e r y l o n g - l e a v e d form found from about 
2500 f t . upwards on the e a s t e r n h i l l s of Can te rbury such a s the Two Thumbs,Four 
Peaks and, t he foo t of Mt.Somers. Here were no t ed a few p l a n t s of Epi lobium 
p ic tum and much Epi lobium melanocaulon and i t s v a r i e t y E.melanocaulon v a r , v i r i d e . 
The on ly t r e e s were a few s c a t t e r e d wel l -grown kowhais and b r o a d l e a f s * 

The mouth of Thompson's Stream was t h i c k wi th m a t a g o u r i , From h e r e t o 
Washbourne Hut t h e way l a y over r i v e r f l a t s , s o m e t i m e s bare and. s tony ,wi th p a t c h e s 
of scabweed o r e p i l o b i u m s and o c c a s i o n a l l y Myosot is a n g u s t a t a , w i t h s i l v e r y 
l e a v e s and yel low f l ower s , some t imes g r a s s y w i th s c a t t e r e d m a t a g o u r i . On the 
h i l l s i d e s of t he n o r t h s i de of t he r i v e r was a band of t o t a r a f o r e s t , w i t h gaps 
h e r e and t h e r e where i t has been b u r n t off , 

Near Washbourne Hut i t s e l f a r e small p a t c h e s of r a t h e r low b u s h , t h e c h i e f 
t r e e s b e i n g kowha i , r i bbonwood ,b road lea f and lancewood,wi t h some P i t t o spo rum 
t e n u i f o l i u m , P h y l l o c l a d u s a l p i n u s , to t a r a , and ?i£th^p_anax_ sp„ There were a few 
s c r a m b l e r s i n c l u d i n g Clemat i s a u s t r a l i s t a shee t of p a l e ye l low f l o w e r s . 

F u r t h e r up t h e r i v e r G a u l t h e r i a r u p e s t r i s and A r c h e r i a t r a v e r s i i v/ere i n 
f l o w e r on rocky b a n k s . 

Above Me in ' s Knob t h e r e i s a f a i r l y e x t e n s i v e p a t c h of scrubby bush and 
h e r e s t a n d s the L y e l l Hut , P h y l l o c l a d u s a l p i n u s and Dracophyllum s p . were 
co-dominant bu t o t h e r t a l l sh rubs p r e s e n t were Podocarpus n i v a l i s , O l e a r i a 
a v i c e n n a e f o l i a , 0 . n u m m u l a r i f o l i a S e n e c i o I a s s i n i o lde s ,Nothopanax c o l e n s o i , 
and Hoher ia g l a b r a t a . Smal ler sh rubs wert Hebe l e i 0 p h y l l a , S u t t o n i a d i v a r i c a t a , 
Coprosma r u g o s a , C . s e r r u l a t a , a n d v a r i o u s o t h e r coprosmas, Herbaceous p l a n t s i n 
the more open p l a c e s were the aniseeds , .Anisotome p i l i f e r a and A . h a a s t i i , a n d in 
f u l l f l o w e r and t h r e e f e e t t a l l , R a n u n c u l u s l y a l l i i . . A few p l a n t s of Oelmi s i a 
du r i e t z i i were i n f lower on the shaded rocks of t he s t r eam. 
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The open r i v e r t e r r a c e s a r c i; 
s l u g g i s h l y wander, Here were found the gre 
an d Ojjjjl an da l o sa , Ch - j r ac i l e n t a , ra.an ago _ 1 _; 
u n i f l o r a , t h e brownish Rum 2 f l e x u o s u s , t h e s 
Thare were a few s t r a y p l a n t s of Ce lmis i a s 
banks Ce lmis i a p e t i o l a t a and 0, c o r i a c e a a-a 

The Shingly r i v e r f l a t s and mora ine s , a 
s p a r s e v e g e t a t i o n , c h i e f l y ep i lob iums and ra 
the we l l known R a o u l i a a u s t r a l i e eac. Is b ' j 
of R a h a a s t i i and i n p l a c e s . t o n i n g so we l l « 
was a lmos t o v e r l o o k e d , a s i l v e r y - g r e y , l o o s e l 

ide i-

u n d e s c r i b e d s p e c i e s . 

On the lower Ramsay moraine t h i s l a t 
were the on ly two s p e c i e s no t ed and they 

sr a a o u l i 
sre s c a t t 

lobium me 
s p a r s e l y 

From the lower Ramsay to i t s head i s bare of p l a n t s 0 

poke th rough the snow under Erewhon c o l l pare s c a t t e r e d c 
f l owered g roups of a Ranunculus s e r i c o p h y l l u s , y o u n g p l an t 
s H e c t o r e l l a c a e s p i t o s a and some s, Luzula c o l e n s o i , 

t on. the rocks which 
ful l i t t l e y e l l o w -
R„godleyanus , 

Our r o u t e up the Ramsay and Clarke G l a c i e r s over the S t r a c h a n Pass and Lord 
G l a c i e r was of c o u r s e b a r e of v e g e t a t i o n . But a t the foo t of the Lord G l a c i e r 
t h e r e was a n a t u r a l gateway of rock made gay w i t h g r e a t clumps of- s Ranunculus 
•god leyanus ,a p l e a s i n g s i g h t wi th i t s l a r g e s h i n i n g l e a v e s and c l u s t e r s of ye l low 
f l o w e r s . The l e d g e s were whi te w i t h O u r i s i a caesp i to sa , , 

Some more rock and s h i n g l e and then what few of us had see 
q u i t e un touched t u s s o c k g ra s s l and* T a l l Snowgrass on the h i l l s i d e wi th 
sh rubs - some hebes h e r e and t h e r e - and everywhere Ranun cu i u s 1 y a l I l i 
f lf twer. There was no time to no te the numerous s p e c i e s via sh enjoyed t 
s h e l t e r bu t A c i p h y l l a c o l e n s o i was bo th f e l t and seen* the s t r a g g l i n g 
d e p r e s s a was covered w i t h small crimson f r u i t and Celmis ia c o r i a c e a and 
were i n f u l l f l o w e r . 

be fo re -appare: 

F u r t h e r o n , a s we s i d l e d t he h i l l s i d e , the 
R . l y a l l i i and C . c o r i a c e a c o m p l e t e l y d i sappoaro 
g r a z i n g h e r e a b o u t s . 

Here ,on the Lord Range j were a Ranunculus 

Qowgrass 
. Humbe 

became much 
r s of chamois 

, l:u.-i 

of t en than r o c k , C a l t h a n o v a e - z e a l a n d i a e i n damp p l a c e s 
n e a r r o c k s , 0 o m a c r o c a r p a ; b o t h r a r e l y i n f lower ; Ourisf 
c r e n u l a t a , a s t r i k i n g orange f0rm-,Geum p'arvif 10rum 
C o t u l a p y r e t h i f o l i a , C e l m i s i a g l a n d u l o s a , C o g 1 
and Hebe c i l i o l a t a . 

, Our 

nd C&epr 

Tbe scrub l i n o was c o n s i d e r a b l y lower on 
on the sou th , Th i s d i f f e r e n c e i s no doubt auc 
c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f e c t i n such a narrow deep v a i l 

We camped on l :Boney !s Lookout ! i
shigh above 

w i t h s c a t t e r e d sh rubs of Dracophyllum,Kayll .oc! 
:;rd Ia 

On Blue Lookou t ,nex t day,we found C "< : b ' a 
O l e a r i a c o l e n s o i , ss 0 . l a c u n o s a , and thi mountain mo] -iVacu 
At t h e f o o t of ohe r o c k s ' Were masses of O u r i s i a masjo - n 

if the 
rhich 1 

. than 

abort J u n c t i o n , i n ru s s 
1 Podocarpus n i v a l i s , 

* a Cs^ thodo^ pumilE,, 
s i i . 

i JI ful * Tr-r„ 

Dropping over t h e l i p i n t o a s l i p a t t h e head of Benigh ted Creek we saw 
s c a t t e r e d g reen pyramids of the mountain cedar ,Li .becedru: \ b i d w i l l i i , Xn the 
scrub was O l e a r i a av icennaefo l i - a and occas ion^] j A __ 1 < In t h e 
bush p r o p e r O l e a r i a l a c u n o s a had b r o a d e r , l o n g e r l e a v s t t — i 0 posed above 
the b u s h l i n e . 

I t was a l ong t i r i n g descent by a f o r t y - y e a r - o l d t r a c k to the Lambert and 
thence to the Wanganui. Here on the f l a t s we saw once aga in e x o t i c weeds* But 
t h e r e was a l s o ' Cardamine h e t e r o p h y l l a , M e n t h a era . 4 i l u i l i peep ing i n the gras 
C a r m i c h a e l i a a n g u s t a t a , a l i i n f l o w e r , ( , 1 1 ^sa_ t h i c k wi th f r u i t , a n d f l a t 
on the sand a C a r m i c h a e l i a , p r o b a b l y of t h e H u t t o n e l l a g roup . 



I' 

Next day v/as one of c reep ing u p and around b l u f f s , i n t e r s p e r s e d wi th t r a v e l 
on r i v e r f l a t s , b o u l d e r s t r a n d s , rocky r i v e r e d g e s . As t o be expec ted in 
West land the South I s l a n d r a t a was abundant and o f t en i n f l o w e r . A s c a r i n a l u c i d a , 
a handsome dark s h i n i n g l e a v e d t r e e , a n d ss. Q u i n t i n i a a c u t i f o l i a , " b o t h we l l known 
i n West land f o r e s t were t h e r e t o o . . 

I t v/as i n t e r e s t i n g to f i n d a p a t c h of [Fors tera t e n e l l a grov/ing on the c l a y 
s l i p on a b l u f f a t &oly 700 f t , a b o v e sea l e v e l . 

As we w a i t e d f o r the bus a t the r o a d s i d e we found O l e a r i a macrodonta 
growing p l e n t i f u l l y , 

R. MA. SON. 

THE NEW GOLDEN HIND EXPEDITION TO THE FIORDS. 

Desc r ibed by Dr .Al l an on A p r i l 1 5 t h , 

C a r r y i n g 7 s c i e n t i s t s and i t s own crew of 8 men, the Pub l i c Works Department 
k e t c h "New Golden Hind" l e f t Bluff on January 25th l a s t . The e x p e d i t i o n was t o 
e x p l o r e t h e sou th -wes t sounds a s f a r n o r t h a s Doubtful Sound,with the s p e c i a l 
o b j e c t of d e c i d i n g whether t h e r e g i o n h e l d s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t i e s of uranium o re s 
which a r e be ing sought i n a l l p a r t s of the world a s sou rces of a tomic e n e r g y . 
The p a r t y i n c l u d e d g e o l o g i s t s , g e o p h y s i c i s t s , a n d one s o i l man. As t h e b o t a n i s t , 
Dr„Allan t ho rough ly a p p r e c i a t e d the o p p o r t u n i t y of c o l l e c t i n g where few p l a n t 
r e c o r d s have been made s ince t h o s e of the F o r s t e r a and Sparmann i n 1773*Menzies 
i n 1791 ,and L y a l l i n 185O. 

At B l u f f , w i t h r a t a i n f u l l b loom, the oddes t b o t a n i c a l f i n d was a lancewood 
b e a r i n g an a p i c a l i n f l o r e s c e n c e wh i l e s t i l l i n t h e u n b r a n c h e d , l o n g - l e a v e d , 
j u v e n i l e s t a g e . 

By daybreak on 2 6 t h , t h e S o l a n d e r s were a s t e r n , a n d Puysegur Po in t abeam,and 
i t was s t i l l e a r l y when the s h i p anchored i n Revolver C o v e , P r e s e r v a t i o n I n l e t , 
Small b o a t s wi th o u t b o a r d motors took p a r t i e s i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s , a n d t h e 
b o t a n i s t was soon amongst O l e a r i a o p e r i n a and Dracophyllum m e n z i e s i i . Next day, 
l a n d i n g s were made i n U s e l e s s Bay and Is thmus Sound. A t y p i c a l sequence of 
v e g e t a t i o n a s seen above the s h e l v i n g pebb ly beach n e a r the Narrows was: 
Samolus ,a g i r d l e of Lep toca rpus s implex .nar row b e l t of manuka and Coprosma 
p rop inqua wi th a l i t t l e 0 . o p e r i n a , b a c k e d "by f o r e s t of rimu and bee ch ,w i th a 
t remendous wea l th of "bryophytes,even a lmos t exc lud ing f e r n s on the ground . The 
bush l i n e i s a t abou t R000 f e e t , wi t h a l p i n e p l a n t s above, Prom t h e h e i g h t s cam 
O u r i s i a s and P o r s t e r a s , a n d an a p p a r e n t l y new C e l m i s i a , q u i t e a s l a r g e and a t t r a c 
a s 0*petiolata. On Chalky Island grows Urtica a u s t r a l i s , a large-leaved ne t t l e 
not previously known except on the Chathams,Auckland and Campbell Islands,and. 
some i s l e t s in Poveaux S t r a i t . 

At Northport in Preservation In le t i s a fishing stat ion using the wreck of 
the "Ste l la" as a j e t t y . On the nearby L i t t l e I s , charac te r i s t i c p lants a r e : -
Nothofagus c l i f fo r t io ides , Dacrydium intermedium,rimu,rata,mi ro,and kamahi,wi th 
Gahnia procera in the undergrowth. 

Seaweeds were photographed and collected,one of the in teres t ing r e su l t s 
being that Macrocystis (the big bladder-kelp) i s recorded in a l l the sounds 
v i s i ted , in considerable quantity u n t i l towards the head of each the water 
becomes too fresh. With a dredge samples ¥/ere obtained from the bottom of the 
f iords ,and these yielded both algae and molluscs of i n t e r e s t . 

Drying papers for the plant presses became a problem as numbers of 
specimens increased,unt i l a small gas stove was requisi t ioned. This proved 
ideal ,except for ra ther odd smells given off! 




