WELLINGTON BOTANICAL _ SOCI®TY,

BULLETIN NG,15. MARCH, 1947.
CHAIR OF BOTANY ~ PROFESSOR APPOINTED,

(Prom "he Dominion® of 1,2.1947.)

The vacancy for the newly-created Chair of Botany at Victoria University
CQollege has been filled by the appointment of Professor H,D.Gordon,at present
senior lecturer~in-chief of the Botany Department at the University of Tasmania,

Professor Gordon is 34 years of age. He received his university education
at Bdinburgh University,where hc graduated B,8c, with first-class honours in
1933, and Ph,D. in 1937, He was for threc yoars assistant in the Boteny
Department at Edinburgh,and for one year at Liverpool,

He was appointed senior lecturer at Tasmanin in 1944,and scnior lecturer-
in-charge in 1946. He went to Tagmania in 1937,and during his stay there he
has been engaged in the preparation of a book on Tasmanian flora a subjeet in
which he has taken a deep interest.

It is expoctod that he will take up his now duties in June,
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PRESIDENTIAL __ADDRESS 18.11.46.

Dr,Newman's address dealt with tronds in New Zealand botany against a
background of world bhotany.

The earliest interest in plants was arouscd boecausc of their use to man,
and the first botanical works werve of the nature of descriptions by which
particular plants could be associated with special uses. These desceriptions
involved the naming of plant parts, even amongst the Grecks as carly as 200 B,C,
The horbals of the fiftconth and sixbteoonth conturicgs werce still along tho same
lines,

From this grow up intercst in floristics ~ the floras and florulas of
limited rogions, Taxonomy,or the considercd classification of plants bogan to
appcar in the sixteenth century, With tho development of the microsco;gzo
about 1700 plont anatomy claimed intcrest,which incroased again about 1850
owing to the work of Hofmoister, Plant physiology began with Stophen Halcs
in 1727,and loapt schead aftor the emorgence of organic chemistry about 1875.

4 littlo carlior mycology appeoarcd as a scparate branch of study,and soon aftor
cytology bocame fashionable. With tho rediscovery of Mendel's work im 1900
genctics was based on a golid foundation and about the same time Warming and
Schimper cstablished the boginnings of ccology and the study of plant communitics.
Nower dovelopments (1920~1930) include tissuc-culturc,micrurgery (tho manipulation
of microscopic plants and parts of plants), statistical genctics,and sciontific
agriculture,

Dr.Newman had proparod a table showing how tho proportional importanca of
cach of these aspects had changed over the yoars,and proccedsd to show how
dovelopments in Now Zeoland hnd followed the samc gonoral tronds,

The carly visiting botanists were intorcsted mainly in what plants grow
horc, Those who sottled in tho country took up tho question of geographical
distribution within our islands and debailed taxonomic studics followed,first
in vascular and then in non~vascular groups. New ccological mcthods wore
appliod in the study of vegetation., Work in goenoral morphology lead to
anatomical work,but plant physiology and cytology have rcceived littlc attontion
as yot.

Dotailed analyscs of papers published in the Transactions of tho Royal
Socicty of New Zealand and the Journal of tho Linnoan Socicty of Now South Walos
wore presontod,these poriodicals being taken to roprosent the work of amatour
and academic,as opposcd to technical botanists. Comparative grephs showod the
greater intercst in Australia in plant physiology in particular,
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On tho basis of his analysis Dr,Nowman predicted that in New Zeeland work
in plani physiology,anatomy and mycology would probably increase proportionally
at the expense of ecological and taxonomic studies,

A feature of New Zealand botany was the small prominence given to the
sub,jsect by the University,the first full Chair of Botany being filled only in
194- "
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PROTECTION OF A RARE SPECIES.

The Christchurch Domains Board Bulletin No,2 was issued by the Botanic
Gardens Christchurch in Auwgust lagt. Written by W.B.Brockie it deals with
Ranunculus pauciflorus, a species known only from an area of under four acres
at Castle Hill where in 1940 a ftotal of about 75 plants could be counted. It
is recorded that the area containing the Ranunculus is to be declared a reserve
under the Beenery Preservation Act, and will be enclosed by & fonce to keep out
gtock which have threatencd to exterminate this rare species,

Mr, Brockie tells too of a small experimental nursery plot that he enclosed
at Castle Hill in 1940, and of the growth within it of plants both undisturbed
and transplantcd,ond of seedlings, Finec photographs show the limestone basin
that 1s the home of R,pauciflorus,a plant in its natural habitat, one in the
Ohristchurch Botonic Gardens,and a 20 ycar old one grown in the homestead
gardon at Castle Hill,
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MEMBERS' BVENING 165,12.46.

Mmiy membors contributad oxhibits to the Doccmber meeting, The Preosident
and Mrg,Nowman had brought along a series of Australian plants,and some New
Zealand relatives for comparison,

A comparative set of Pittosporum twigs had been prepared and mountod by
Mr,RyGraon,a country member, Thoy wore displayed on his behalf by Dr.Cone,
who had herself brought some finc pen and ink drawings as a sample of what she
has donc towards a popular ferm book to be publighed shortly.

Mr,Morris Jonos,Mr,Boddic and Mr,Duncan contributed from their gardens a
wealth of frosh spocimens including Scutellaria novae-zoalandizo, the hybrid
Sonocio Alfred Atkinson,Edwardsia longicarinata, hybrids betwoon Aristotelia
fruticoeso and A.mcomon, and a particulorly fine series of flowcring manukas.

Mrs, Somson had mado threo posies; a patriotic one of red manuka,whitc
renga 1ily and purplo-bluo Hebo spociosa; o Hobe one of H.mapthewsii,
H, diosmaofolia,ond rod Hespeclosa; ond perhops the most attraetive,a third of
Acacna novae-gzelandiac voar,pallido with large heads and bright rod spines, and
tho fluffy grass Doyouxia billardiori.

Miss Moorc showod some oxcellent herbarium specimons made by children of
aleveon and fourtcen yoars, pupils of the Warkworth District High School; also
spocimens,sont by Mr,Michio from Kaitala, of a 'glant! Pomadorris phylicacfolia,
of which ho has found a patch of sovoral thousand plants -~ a novelty awaiting
formal record.

. Miss Hodgson hod brought from Wallacoville hill a scrics of orchids of
thoe genus Tholymitre,including not only the common and well-known T,longifolia
var,alba and the loss familiar T,pauciflora but elso T.cacsia,known hitherto
only “from near Auckland and T,docora proviously rocorded from nowhere
south of the Volcanic Platoou, Miss Hodgson is to be congratulated on these
oxtonsions of records and also to bo thanked for her obgervation that
Ptorostylis barbata was abundant on Wallaceville hill this spring.
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