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Foreword

J.C. PIRIS
It is for me both an honor and a pleasure to write the Foreword for this Second edi-

tion of the Casebook written by Professors Alain Levasseur (lead author and editor),
Richard F. Scott, Christine Corcos, from the United States, and Joël Monéger and Ar-
naud Raynouard, from Europe (France). A thorough revision has been completed in
order to take into account the important evolution of the European Union and its law
since the time of publication of the First edition in two volumes. Therefore, this is actu-
ally a new book. However, all of the qualities of the First edition have been preserved and
enhanced.

First, while this volume is essentially an American Casebook in the structure of its
chapters, it is also permeated with a distinctive European approach in its overall archi-
tecture, going from the general to the particular, and its emphasis on doctrinal writings
in conjunction with the jurisprudence of the courts. As it was stressed in the Preface of
the First edition, “the end product is a fruitful harmonization of a combination of legal
styles and cultures.”

Second, its wide scope will allow teachers and readers to pick and choose among the
extensive list of issues and topics presented. All issues of importance are covered, being
institutional or substantive in nature in the First Part of the volume. The internal mar-
ket and the four freedoms (persons, goods, services and capitals) are of course treated in
details, as it is also the case for competition law, in Part Two of the casebook.

*****

The European Union law is, more than ever, dynamic, in full evolution and gaining in
importance. On 1st December 2009, the Treaty of Lisbon entered into force. It took nine
years of gestation from the adoption of the Treaty of Nice in December 2000 and the col-
lapse of the ratification of the Constitutional Treaty in the summer of 2005. The Lisbon
Treaty contains a number of innovations, and has even reshuffled the basic EU Treaties.
Moreover, since the beginning of the financial crisis in the United States, and then the acute
crisis of the euro, both the EU institutions and the Member States of the Euro zone have
developed new legislation and regulation. The Court of Justice of the EU has also strength-
ened and developed its  case- law. Therefore, since the publication of the First edition of the
two volumes of the Casebook, the EU law has been the subject of deep transformation.
Moreover, it is addressing now 27 Member States (28 with the accession of Croatia in 2013)
and more than half a billion citizens. Actually, through its standards and legislation, it af-
fects all business done within the remit of its borders, regardless the place or origin.
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This means that this Second edition is more than welcome: it was needed. Anyone
learning European law, interested in it or affected by it must be very grateful to its authors,
and more particularly to Professor Alain Levasseur, for having undertaken and finished
this gigantic task. The result is worth the effort: this Casebook helps to understand the
constitutional framework of the EU, its complex structures and procedures, and its scope
of action. It provides a very good knowledge of the scope and significance of European
law, as interpreted by the EU Court of Justice in its  case- law. As such, it is an indispens-
able tool for American lawyers. It is not by chance that all US major firms are represented
in Brussels. The EU is the major trading partner of the USA, both for imports and ex-
ports, for goods as well as for services. It is also the place where an impressive flow of in-
vestment is taking place coming from the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. In order to
implement correctly the applicable European law, it is necessary to know it, as well as to
understand the principles used by the EU Court of Justice to give its authoritative inter-
pretation. In order to try and influence the making of European law and to better inform
the European lawmakers, American law firms, American enterprises and American in-
vestors need a good knowledge of the EU institutions, of their procedures and of the
 decision- making process. They will get it in this book.

Since the adoption of the Lisbon Treaty and the beginning of the euro crisis, the scope
of action of the EU has enlarged. Its legislation, which already provides for a lot of stan-
dards in consumer protection and in environmental protection, is now extending rapidly
to banking and securities. The euro crisis is pushing either the current 17 members of
the Euro zone to adopt specific legislation applicable only to them, or the EU itself to go
in the direction of a Banking Union. The possible transformation of the Euro zone into
a genuine economic union (which would mean a control of national budgets as well as a
convergence of economic policies) will also have immediate consequences for US banks
and investors.

American students in European law and in Comparative law will have at their disposal,
with this new edition, a Casebook of great value and which covers major fields of EU
substantive law. It will allow them to have a good understanding of the  case- law of the
EU Court of Justice and of is  under- lying principles of interpretation. It will also help
them to better understand the constitutional framework of the EU, its historic founda-
tions and the link between the constitutional orders of the EU Member States and the
new constitutional order established with the EU. Actually, even if aimed primarily at
American Universities, students, lawyers and practitioners, it should and shall be one of
the best Casebooks on the market for the European public as well. Following mainly
American teaching methods, it will allow European readers to have a new and more crit-
ical point of view, starting in an analytical way from the basic legal material: treaties, leg-
islation and  case- law.

In a more practical way, this Casebook will also help the reader to find his way through
the  re- numbering of the articles of the Treaties as well with the major innovations of the
Lisbon Treaty, among which the “permanent” President of the European Council, the
new Foreign Policy Representative and the External Action Service, the new powers con-
ferred upon the European Parliament and the  Treaty- legal value given to the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the EU.

A separate Volume contains Selected Documents and is a useful complement to the
Casebook.

*****
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To conclude, I will congratulate the authors to have managed to concentrate such a
quantity of information and useful comments in one relatively manageable Volume. This
valuable Casebook will be more than welcome, both in the USA and in Europe.

Jean-Claude Piris

Former Legal Counsel of the European Council 
and of the Council of Ministers of the EU  (1998- 2010)
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