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Eriachne glauca rs:

Pan Wanderrie grass

This species occurs in Cape York Peninsula as a
perennial from 45-120 cm high. Stems, stem joints and
foliage are usually hairless and often blue-green with
whitish bloom (pruinose) or purple. Leaves are cauline
(arising along the stem) and leaf blades are densely
covered above with small bladder like sacs, however,
sacs are only visible with a microscope. Leaf blades
are up to 25 cm long and 5 mm wide, and rough to the
touch on blade margins. Inflorescences or flowering
branches terminate the stem and are exserted from
leaf axils. The inflorescences or flowering branches
are contracted and dense panicles, rarely open, with
branches arising along a central stem, panicles are
3-14 cm long, 1.5-5 cm wide (Fig. 1). Eriachne glauca
has spikelets (the basic flowering unit) consisting of
two glumes encompassing two bisexual florets
(modified flowers) (Fig. 3a & b). The florets are
subequal or slightly shorter than the glumes
(sometimes the palea exceeding glumes by c. 1 mm),
the lemma of each floret giving rise to a curved awn
7-25 mm long (Fig. 2). The palea of each floret is
tapered to a point and notched or split for up to 0.5 mm
at apex.

> BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

A perennial species 45-95 (-120) cm high. The culms
and foliage are often pruinose or purple with culm
nodes glabrous or rarely bearded. Leaves with upper
surface densely vesicular, blade to 25 cm long and up
to 5 mm wide, involute and stiff, and finely pointed. The
inflorescences are contracted dense panicles, rarely
open, 3-8.5(-14) cm long, 1.5-3(-5) cm wide (Fig. 1).
Spikelets are defined by two glumes (3-)4-5.8(-7) mm
long, tapered to point or with awnlet to 1.5 mm long
(Fig. 2 & 3a). The glumes encompass two bisexual
florets, the florets subequal or slightly shorter than the
glumes, the lemma (2.8-)4-5.5 mm long. The lemma of
each floret is awned, the lemma awn 7-15(-25) mm
long, with the palea of each floret tapered into a beak
usually notched or split for up to 0.5 mm long. The
lemma is hairy in lower 1/3-1/2 with hairs not
exceeding apex and with two grooves present (Fig.
3b).

Fig. 1. Inflorescence of Eriachne glauca (image supplied by Queensland Herbarium)

[ cm

Fig. 2. Mature spikelet of E. glauca
(line drawing supplied by NT Herbarium, illustrator
Monika Osterkamp Madsen)

Fig. 3a. Spikelet of E. glauca varieties
(line drawing supplied by NT Herbarium,
illustrator Monika Osterkamp Madsen)

borbinoass

Fig. 3b. Floret of E. glauca
(line drawing supplied by NT Herbarium, illustrator
lemma

grooves Monika Osterkamp Madsen)
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> DIAGNOSTIC FEATURES

Eriachne glauca is one of many species of Eriachne
characterised by long awned spikelets, the awns
curled, curved or bent. Other long awned species of
Eriachne which occur in the region and may be easily
confused with this species are E. armittii, E. burkittii, E.
squarrosa, E. stipacea and E. rara. Some of these
species are more easily distinguished than others.
Most are treated in this guide, however some of the key
differences between the species are shown in Table 1.
In other regions of Australia e.g. the Northern Territory,
additional species may also need to be considered.
Eriachne glauca is distinguished by the combination of
the following characters, leafy herbaceous habit,
pruinosity, a dense covering of bladder like sacs on the
upper surface, grooves present on lemma and the
tapered or notched palea. Users are encouraged to
consult Lazarides (2005) or Simon & Alfonso (2011) for
more detail on distinguishing between these species.

> NATURAL VALUES

This species is likely to provide seed for granivorous or
seed eating animals.

> HABITAT

This species occurs north of 20°S across northern
Australia. Two varieties are recognised with Eriachne
glauca var. glauca the more common plant
distinguished by glabrous stem nodes. It is found in
seasonally flooded habitats including flood plains,
levees, banks of watercourses, swamps, lagoons,
depressions, claypans and seepage areas (Lazarides
2005, Simon 2011).

> LAND MANAGEMENT NOTES

Species of this genus are considered generally to be of
low forage value (Lazarides 2002).

Table 1: Characters useful in diagnosing 7 long awned Eriachne species found in the Quinkan region of CYP.

contracted
2.5-7 cm long,
0.8-1.8 cm wide

loose to open
5-13 long,
2.4-7 cm wide

contracted, dense
c. 3 cm long,
c. 1.5 cm wide

E. armittii annual

m

. stipacea annual/perennial

E. squarrosa  perennial

E. burkittii short lived perennial  loose to open or drooping
I* 10.5-19 cm long,
1-6 cm wide
E. rara short lived perennial ~ Open
3.5-10 cm long,
0.5-5 cm wide
E. vesiculosa annual/perennial Open
* 5-10.5 cm long,
1-3.5 cm wide
E. glauca * perennial contracted, dense

3-8.5 (-14) cm long,
1.5-3 (-5) cm wide

I Purple colouring

* Short bladder like sacs on upper leaf surface (only visible with microscope or hand lens)

Inflorescence Floret to Palea apex Groove on
glume size lemma apex

Palea bifid into
two awns

Distinctly shorter
than glume

Palea bifid into
two awns

Distinctly shorter Yes or no

than glume

Distinctly shorter Palea bifid into No

than glume two awns
Subequal to Palea entire or Yes
exceeding glume bicuspidate

Slightly shorter/
subequal to glume

Palea bifid into No
two awnlets

Much shorter Palea bifid into Yes

than glume two awns
Subequal to Notched or Yes
glumes bifid to 0.5 mm
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RESOURCES:

@ AVH (2017) Australia’s Virtual Herbarium, Council of
Heads of Australasian Herbaria,
<http://avh.chah.org.au>, accessed 30 May 2017.
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Fig. 4. Map of CYP bioregion showing actual herbarium collections (from BRI and
CNS) (solid circle) and site records (open circle) of Eriachne glauca.

The green shading indicates areas where this species might also be found, based
on similarity of habitat to locations where the species has been recorded.
(Mapping supplied by P. Bannink, DES). Data attribution: Environment and
Science, Queensland Government, Biodiversity status of pre-clearing and 2015
remnant regional ecosystems series - version 10.0 licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution.

For more information: www.capeyorknrm.com.au | 1300 132 262

é’ g? This project is supported by the Queensland Government "\
\‘ ATI—I &/ Department of Natural Resources and Mines through the
Queenslan 3 CGPC York. . . —‘ Queensland Regional Natural Resource Management \
Government Natural Rbsource Management Australian Tropical Herbarium Investment Program {

FACT SHEET: GRASSES OF CAPE YORK - QUINKAN COUNTRY - Eriachne glauca | PAGE 3 of 3





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


