
273

Action for Children’s Television, 126
Adickes, Fred:

on atmosphere at Mattel, 53
on Handlers, 10–11, 27, 44, 63
Hot Wheels, 66, 67
on Marx, 32
on safety issues, 223–225

American Girl dolls, 166
Amerman, John:

Barad and, 119, 135, 144, 147
Mattel’s performance under, 

115–116, 117–118, 132, 142
Anderson-Walley, Barbie, 248–250
Arthur Andersen & Co., 72
Auchan, 203–204
Audio Magnetics Corporation, 

76–77

Ball, Joseph A., 93
Balsis, Glenn, 188
Barab, Marvin:

on Barbie, 30, 31
on Handlers, 62
on Ryan, 26, 48, 49
Ryan and, 48–50

Barad, Alex, 108, 110
Barad, Jill:

after Mattel, 190–191
background, 105–107
compensation, 168–169, 

176–178, 190
Diana doll, 149–155
Elizabeth Taylor doll, 155–159
forced out by board of directors, 

172–176
management style, 135–146, 

148–149, 169–171
Mattel’s performance under, 

167–168, 171–172, 178–179
Moore and, 159–160
professional life before Mattel, 

107–109
rise through Mattel, 109–120, 

147–148
Barad, Justin, 109
Barad, Thomas K., 108, 109–110, 169
Barbie doll:

anniversaries of, 79–80, 120
Barad-era revival of, 111, 118–119, 

132, 162
BarbieGirls.com, 201
Bratz dolls and, 195–199, 201–202
Bratz dolls and, lawsuit, 250–264
competitors of, 32–33

Index

bindex.indd   273bindex.indd   273 1/12/09   9:00:12 PM1/12/09   9:00:12 PM

CO
PYRIG

HTED
 M

ATERIA
L



274 i n d e x

creation, 13–18, 28–30
initial demand for, 31–32
licensing issues and 

lawsuits, 30–35
Mattel’s legal defense of name, 

248–250
modeled on Bild-Lilli doll, 17–18, 

28–29, 35
naming of, 28
outsourcing of production to Japan, 

29–30
as Ryan’s fantasy woman, 58
sales forecast discrepancies, 

162–166
variations on, 13, 14, 75, 118, 

130, 132
voice of, 14

Barbie: Her Life and Times (Boy), 101
Barcus, Jack, 81–82
Baughman, Gary, 169
Baxter, Warner, 4
Bendix, Vincent Hugo, 22
Beny, Janos, 35, 44, 49, 50
Bessire, Grace Tracy, 90
Bessire, William “Jed,” 90–91
Best, Robert, 156, 157
Big Wheels, 32
Bild-Lilli doll, 17–18, 28–29, 

30–35
Birdwell, Russell, 62
Bitner, Nathan, 128–129
Bosley, Denis V., 26–27, 46–47, 

82, 132
Bosley, Loretta, 46–47
Bousquette, Matthew, 170, 197–199
Bowman, Chris, 235, 237, 240–241
Bowman, Devlin, 235–241
Bowman, Kelli, 235–236, 237
Bowman, Lavina, 235–241
Boy, Billie, 101
Bozarth, Glenn, 143
Bradley, Harry, 66–67, 184
Bratz dolls, 195–199, 201–202

lawsuit over, 250–262
MGA banned from producing, 

262–264
Bryant, Carter:

Mattel’s employment agreement 
with, 250–251

Mattel’s lawsuit against, 196, 
252–253, 255

testimony at Bratz trial, 256–258
Burp Gun, 25

Cabbage Patch Kids, 144
Canzolino, Frank, 187–188
Capper, David, 127
Casey, Christine, 161–166
Casey, Richard Conway, 249
Castle (Ryan’s mansion):

Barbara and daughters remain at, 59
described, 3–5
sale of, 91–92

Charren, Peggy, 126
Chatty Cathy doll, 4, 14, 101
Children’s Television Act of 1985, 126
China:

Mattel’s apology to, 218–220
recession in, 246
safety issues, 203–208, 215–218

Cleveland, Paul, 126
Constantinesco, Annie:

on Barbara Ryan, 59
on Dibbs, 61
on Gabor, 88
on Kerr, 90
on Ryan, 5, 92
Ryan and, 52, 57–58
on Ryan and Handlers, 15, 83

Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC):

lead paint and, 204–205
magnets and, 231, 233–234
recalls’ lack of effectiveness, 209–211
reporting requirements of, 204–205, 

243–244

bindex.indd   274bindex.indd   274 1/12/09   9:00:13 PM1/12/09   9:00:13 PM



 Index 275

Coyro, Roger:
on Ryan and Handlers, 29, 82–83, 84
Ryan’s death and, 100
on Ryan’s lawsuit against Mattel, 92, 

93, 94–95
“Create-a-Character” contest, 128–129
Creepy Crawlers, 223
Crystal, Graef, 176–177, 189–190, 199
Cuomo, Chris, 216

Debrowski, Tom, 202, 204, 218
DeLauro, Rosa, 218, 222–223
DeRose, Jim, 140–142, 144–145
Diana, Princess of  Wales doll, 149–155
Dibbs, Kem, 61
Diego line, 205, 214–215, 221–222
Dobbs, Lou, 220
Dodd, Christopher J., 217
Dream Doll (Handler and Shannon), 

13–14, 15–16, 28, 30, 38, 40–41, 
43, 75–76

Driskill, Ann, 150

Eckert, Elmer A. and Pearl Rippy, 
185–186

Eckert, Kathie, 189
Eckert, Robert:

background, 184–189
Barad’s severance package and, 190
Bratz dolls, 197–199
compensation, 189–190, 202, 245
Larian on, 253–254
Mattel’s performance under, 193–

194, 201–202, 245–246
MGA trial testimony, 258–260
MGA trial’s results, 261–264
professional life before Mattel, 

183–184
safety issues, 201–205, 208, 215–218, 

222–223, 243–245
sells Learning Company, 191–192

Eisenhofer, Jay, 221
Elikann, Jo-Anne, 106

Elikann, Larry and Corrine Schuman, 
105–106

Elizabeth Taylor doll, 149, 155–159

Falsone, Michael, 249
Favilli, Aldo, 80
Fisher, Beth, 214–215
Fisher, Gail, 90, 91
Fisher, Kevin Ryan, 214–215
Fitzpatrick, Dave, 187
Flavas dolls, 198–199
Florea, Gwen:

on Ruth Handler, 16
on Ryan, 6, 8
Ryan and, 3, 52–53
on stock options, 70
as voice of Barbie, 14

Fontanella, Adrienne, 170, 197–198
Fox, Dana, 241
Franklin Mint, 149–150, 154

Gable, Derek:
on atmosphere at Mattel, 

45, 53–54
on Barbie doll, 120
He-Man and, 122–124, 132–133
on Ruth Handler, 25
on Ruth Handler’s indictment and 

no-contest plea, 75, 77
on Ryan, 7, 44, 48
on Ryan and Handlers, 81
on Skipper doll, 72

Gabor, Eva, 87
Gabor, Zsa Zsa, 6, 54, 61, 85–88, 91, 

100–101
Gnass, Stephen, 9
Godfrey, Arthur, 42
Goldner, Brian, 264
Greenberg, Sally, 244
Greenwald, Louie and Sarah Mosco, 

38, 39, 43
Greenwald, Michele, 142–143
Greiner & Hausser GmbH, 30, 32–35

bindex.indd   275bindex.indd   275 1/12/09   9:00:13 PM1/12/09   9:00:13 PM



276 i n d e x

Haddad, David, 155, 170
Handler, Barbara. See Segal, Barbara 

Handler
Handler, Elliot:

background, 40
Barbie’s creation, 10, 11, 28–30
Barbie’s licensing issues, 30–35
on Bild-Lilli doll, 35
forced to resign from Mattel’s board, 

16, 71
Hot Wheels and, 66–67, 68
management style, 49
on Matson, 43, 44
in Mattel’s early years, 41–44
meets and marries Ruth, 39–41
Ruth’s indictment, 70, 73
Ryan and, 16–17, 26, 60–61, 62, 

81–84, 100
safety issues, 223–224
toy selection, 46
wealth, 62–63
in World War II, 42

Handler, Kenneth, 42
Handler, Ruth Mosco:

accounting irregularities and 
indictment, 69–75

background, 37–39
Barbie’s 35th anniversary, 79–80
Barbie’s creation, 9–10, 13–18, 

28–30, 98
Barbie’s licensing issues, 30–35
cancer of, 77–78
death of, 80
forced to resign from Mattel’s 

board, 71
Hot Wheels and, 68
management style, 48–49
in Mattel’s early years, 41–44
meets and marries Elliot, 39–41
Nearly Me founded by, 78–79
Nixon and, 65–66
no-contest plea and probation, 

75–76, 78

professional life before Mattel, 
40–41

Ryan and, 47, 60–61, 62, 
81–84, 100

safety issues, 223–224, 225
wealth, 62–63

Handler, Sam and Frieda, 40
Hasbro, 115, 125, 127, 246, 264

Diana doll and, 153–155
Hastings, Glenn, 126
Hausser, Margarethe Lilly, 34–35
Hausser, Rolf, 32, 34
He-Man line:

creation, 121–124
decline, 129–133
success, 124–129

Henson, Linda. See Ryan, Linda 
Henson

Hiltzik, Michael, 165
Horowitz, Jay, 32
Hot Wheels, 4, 11, 70

creation, 66–69
as knockoff, 35
naming of, 67

Hudson, Nancy:
on Henson, 54–55, 57
on Ryan, 56, 60
Ryan and, 51–52, 53
on Ryan and Handlers, 

60–61, 82
on Ryan’s marriage to Gabor, 86

Hundemer, Robert L., 209–211, 
216, 219

Ideal Toy Company, 87
Incredible Edibles, 224–225
Intertek, 203–204
Irmen, Richard, 256
Jack-in-the Box, 225
Jamison, Dr. Kay Redfi eld, 95–96
Johnson, Charlotte, 30, 61
Johnson, Eric, 218–219
Joseph, Linda, 249–250

bindex.indd   276bindex.indd   276 1/12/09   9:00:13 PM1/12/09   9:00:13 PM



 Index 277

Kalinske, Thomas J., 111–112
Kassorla, Dr. Irene, 99
Keene, Maureen, 245
Ken doll, 4, 8
Kenner Products, 122
Kerr, Barbara, 89–91
Killino, Jeffrey, 213–214
Kilpin, Tim, 259
Kirschman, Keri Brown, 209
Kleinman, Martin, 128
Klemes, Dr. Marvin, 47, 52, 56
Kmart, 67–68
Knauss, Ruby, 150, 152, 154, 160
Kokusai Boeki, 30, 32
Kostrzewski, Paige, 228–233

Laird, Alexandra, 67
Lansing, Gary Hardy. See Ryan, Gary 

Hardy Lansing
Larian, Isaac, 195, 196, 199

Mattel’s lawsuit against MGA, 
250–253, 256–259, 261–263

Larian, Jasmin, 252
Larson, Stephen, 254, 255, 261, 263
Laugh & Learn Learning 

Kitchen, 222
Lautenberg, Frank, 126
Lead paint, on toys, 202–208, 

215–223
children sickened by, 213–215

Leap Wireless International, Inc., 190
Learning Company, 167, 171, 172, 

173, 175, 191–192
Lee Der Industrial Company, Ltd., 

203–206
Li Changjiang, 217, 219
L’il Miss Makeup doll, 114–115
Lindsey, Robert, 79
Love, Dr. Susan, 175–176

Mackie, Bob, 86, 153
Madigan, Lisa, 222
Magnetix, 240–241

Magnets, in toys, 207–208, 217
children sickened by, 208, 227–241

Mansour, Ned, 163–165
Marx, Louis, 32–33, 40
Marx Toys, 34
Masters of the Universe, 125–126. See also 

He-Man line
Matchbox cars, 66–67. See also Tyco 

Toys Inc.
Matson, Harold “Matt,” 41–44
Mattel. See also Safety issues; specifi c toys 

and individuals
accounting methods under Handlers, 

69–74
acquisitions in 1960s, 76–77
acquisitions under Barad, 148, 

166–167, 170–172, 173, 175
advertising by, 17, 25–26
Barad-era growth, 115–118
early successes of, 42–43
founding of, 41–42
inventory loading under Barad, 

141–143
named to “Best Places to Work,” 260
origin of name, 42
sales fi gure infl ation under Barad, 

162–166
work atmosphere at, 44–45, 53–54, 

111, 132–133
Mattel vs. MGA Entertainment, 

250–264
Matz, A. Howard, 73
Mauer, David, 120
May, Misty, 228–233
McBee Keysort System, Ryan’s use of, 7
McCall, H. Carl, 178
McCorquodale, Lady Elizabeth Sarah 

Lavinia, 150, 154
McGowan, Sean, 172
McKay, Joseph, 145–146, 164–165
McKenzie, Jean, 138
Mega Brands, 240–241
Metaframe, 76

bindex.indd   277bindex.indd   277 1/12/09   9:00:13 PM1/12/09   9:00:13 PM



278 i n d e x

MGA Entertainment, 195, 196
Mattel’s lawsuit against, 250–264

Mickey Mouse Club, 25
Miller, Claire, 179
Miner, James, 55
Miss Seventeen doll, 32–33
Monogram, 76
Moore, Demi, 158–160
Moore, Melba, 120
Morgenson, Gretchen, 172
Moschel, Margo:

on Barad, 109, 110, 112–113, 114, 
136, 138–139

on Bryant, 250
on Moore, 159–160

Mosco, Jacob and Ida, 38–39, 40
My Scene line, 196–197, 253

National Organization for Women 
(NOW), 72

Nearly Me, 78–79
Nice Girls Do (Kassorla), 99
Night Falls Fast (  Jamison), 96
Nixon, Richard, 65–66
Nolan, Tom, 254, 256, 259–262
Nord, Nancy, 211

One Lifetime Is Not Enough (Gabor), 
87, 88

Oprah, 28
Optigan organ, 4
Ordin, Andrea, 74
O’Rourke, Dara, 207
Osborn, Sim, 240–243

Patents:
Mattel employees and, 11
Ryan’s, 6, 14–15, 26

Paulson, Ken, 188
Pearce, Harry J., 164
Pelosi, Nancy, 211
Plastisol, 223
Pleasant Company, 166, 170

Polly Pockets toy, 115, 207–208
children sickened by, 227–241

Price, Bill, 260
Purdom, Candy, 187

Quinn, John, 254–255, 256, 260

Rao, Rita Fire, 77, 113–114, 118
Resnick, Stewart and Linda, 149
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 

Circus, 77
Rollnick, William D., 178
Romm, Martin, 173
Rosenberg, Seymour, 70, 72–73, 76
Rosenblum, Lynn, 132
Rouse, Dr. Thomas, 229
Rowland, Pleasant, 170
Ryan, Anne, 25
Ryan, Barbara Harris:

marriage, 23, 24, 54
naming of Barbie, 28
separation and divorce, 58–59

Ryan, Diana:
on Gabor, 85, 86, 100
on parents’ marriage, 23, 59
on Ryan, 20–22, 55–56, 57
on Ryan’s lawsuit against Mattel, 93

Ryan, Gary Hardy Lansing, 54, 61
Ryan, James J., 19–20
Ryan, James, Jr., 20–21, 97

Florea and, 52–53
at Mattel, 33, 44, 45

Ryan, John William (Jack):
background, 19–21, 37
Barbie’s creation and, 9–10, 13–18, 

28–35
bipolar disorder of, 6, 21, 84–85, 

95–96
cocaine use, 89–90
death of, 98–101
described, 7–8
dyslexia of, 21, 22
education, 21–23

bindex.indd   278bindex.indd   278 1/12/09   9:00:13 PM1/12/09   9:00:13 PM



 Index 279

Elliot Handler and, 16–17, 26, 
60–61, 62, 81–84, 100

heart attack and surgery, 93
Hot Wheels and, 66–67
joins Mattel, 24–26
Kerr and, 89–91
lifestyle, 3–8, 51–63, 83
management style, 44–50
patents, 6, 14–15, 26
professional life before Mattel, 23–24
royalty and compensation issues, 

14–15, 26–27, 82–84, 92–95
Ruth Handler and, 47, 60–61, 62, 

81–84, 100
safety issues and, 223–224
severs ties with Mattel, 84
stroke of, 98–99
wives of (see Gabor, Zsa Zsa; Ryan, 

Barbara Harris; Ryan, Gary Hardy 
Lansing; Ryan, Linda Henson; 
Ryan, Magda)

Ryan, Lily Urqhart Croston, 20–21
Ryan, Linda Henson, 53–57, 61
Ryan, Magda, 54, 55, 96–99

Safety issues:
choking, 222
in Handler era, 223–225
lawsuits over, 220–221, 230–234, 

240–243
lead paint, 202–208, 213–223
magnets, 207–208, 217, 227–241
recalls’ lack of effectiveness, 209–211

Sanger, Ken, 67–68
Sansone, Robert, 117, 118–119
Scheimer, Lou, 126
Schlau, Floyd, 223
Schumer, Charles, 218
Schwarzenegger, Maria Shriver, 80
Scothon, Chuck, 253
Sebring, Jay, 8
Securities and Exchange Commission 

(SEC):

accounting fraud, 69–70, 72–73
inventory loading, 143
sales forecast discrepancies, 165

Segal, Barbara Handler:
Barbie doll and, 17, 28
birth of, 42

Shackelford, Judy, 111
Shannon, Jacqueline, 13
Sizzler, 69
Skipper doll, 71–72
Slime, 127
Smith-Rader, Virginia, 88, 91, 97
Sonic Blaster, 225
Specht, Lisa, 174
Spencer, Carol, 14
Star Wars characters, 122
Stein, Bruce, 152, 155, 169
Sterling Heights Police and Retirement 

System, 220–221
Stern, Susan, 79–80
Stratton, Hal, 211
Strong at the Broken Places: Women Who 

Have Survived Drugs (Kerr), 90
Sundberg, Gun, 7, 58
Sweet, Kenneth, Sr. and Penny, 240
Sweet, Kenny, Jr., 240
Sweet, Roger, 121, 122–124, 129–132

Tabor, Gordon, 230–233
Takasugi, Robert, 74, 75
Talbot, Margaret, 253
Taylor, Elizabeth, doll representing, 

149, 155–159
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, 130
Tilden, Barb, 187
Transformers, 127, 130
Troup, Diana, on Barad, 113–115, 

136–137, 166, 173, 174–176, 191
Turco Manufacturing, 76
Tyco Toys Inc., 148, 164, 166

Uke-A-Doodle, 42
Urso, Jackie Deshich, 188

bindex.indd   279bindex.indd   279 1/12/09   9:00:14 PM1/12/09   9:00:14 PM



280 i n d e x

Varney, Stuart, 177
Vogelstein, John, 199

Wadsworth, Jack and Leslie, 130
Wagner, Raymond P., 121–123, 125
Western Publishing, 77
Westmore, Bud, 30
Whitfi eld, Margaret, 197–198, 

258, 262
Whitworth, Ralph V., 176

Will, Ralph, 186
Women’s Review of Books, The, 15–16

Zhang Shuhong, 206–207
Zielinski-Old, Anne:

on Barad, 162–163
Diana doll and, 150–155
Elizabeth Taylor doll and, 

155–159
Zwiers, Nancy, 113, 137–138

bindex.indd   280bindex.indd   280 1/12/09   9:00:14 PM1/12/09   9:00:14 PM


