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Immediate Past Chairman of the Board –
Northwestern Memorial Healthcare

Carol Lavin Bernick

Retired Executive Chairman of the Board –
Alberto Culver

Chair Elect – Tulane University

CEO – Polished Nickel Capital Management

Founder – Friends of Prentice

Founder – Enchanted Backpack

Author – Gather As You Go

Mom of 3 + 3, Grandma of 8!



“Effective philanthropy requires a 
lot of time and creativity – the 

same kind of focus and skills that 
building a business requires.”

– Bill Gates











“The best philanthropy is not just 
about giving money but giving leadership. 

The best philanthropists bring the gifts 
that made them successful – the drive, the 
determination, the refusal to accept that 

something can’t be done.” 
– Tony Blair







Big Shoulders Fund
Boys & Girls Club of Chicago

Breakthrough
CAAEL

Children’s Home & Aid
College of Lake County

Columbia College
Cradles to Crayons
Friends of Prentice

Glass Slipper Project
Jewish United Fund
Holiday Home Camp

Lakeview Pantry
Lazarus House

Little Brothers – Friends of the Elderly
Night Ministry

Northwestern University
Sarah’s Inn

Sunrise
Thresholds

WINGS
Year Up

CC’s Wishlist:

Big Shoulders Fund:
58 Lavin Scholars

Underwrote:
CC’s Little Village

Of
Boys & Girls Club





“Philanthropy can be integrated into 
business. I believe strongly that 

companies can be incredible agents of 
good in the world.” 

– Marc Benioff





“Ultimately, leadership is not about 
glorious crowning acts. It’s about keeping 

your team focused on a goal and 
motivated to do their best to achieve it, 
especially when the stakes are high and 

the consequences really matter. It is 
about laying the groundwork for others’ 

success, and then standing back and 
letting them shine.”

– Chris Hadfield







Creative Philanthropy
800 people strong

Raising millions of dollars for 

Prentice Women’s 
Hospital



“Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it’s 
the only thing that ever has.”

Margaret Mead





100% of the net proceeds from 
Gather As You Go will support 

Enchanted Backpack



To date, 2,880 full-time classroom teachers 
and 45,000 students have been impacted by 

Enchanted Backpack! 



Our magical, mystical VANS are 
ENCHANTED BACKPACKS – packed full 

with the tools and treasures of learning.



Teachers say kids 
need shoes… 

So Enchanted Backpack 
gives them shoes.



Did you know the #1 cause of 
death in children under 4 is 

drowning?

It’s time to try to help influence the 
American Academy of Pediatrics to 

start talking about it. 



CAST Water Safety Foundation

Scholarships for children. 
Sponsoring ISR trained instructors. 

Coming to Forest Park in 2020.

Teaching survival swimming skills to children 
6 months to 6 years.

Introducing
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