
 
 
 
 

PLANT 
Prasophyllum occultans Hidden Leek-orchid 
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Conservation Significance 
Endemic to SA.2 The AMLR distribution is disjunct, 
isolated from other extant occurrences within SA. 
Within the AMLR the species’ relative area of 
occupancy is classified as ‘Extremely Restricted’.4 
 
Description 
Dull green-brown leek-orchid. Slender, to 30 cm tall. 
Leaf wholly green or with a red base. Flowers few to 
15 in a loose spike, greenish, about 6 mm across.2,5 
Plants usually well hidden under shrubs and not easily 
located.2  
 
Distribution and Population 
Also occurs in EP, YP, SL, KI and SE regions. Very rare 
on KI and Fleurieu Peninsula.2 Probably common 
before European settlement but becoming rarer due 
to loss of habitat.2 
 
Post-1983 AMLR filtered records from two disparate 
locations, near Kangarilla and Victor Harbor.4 
 
There are no pre-1983 records.4 
 

Habitat 
Plants occur singly or in small groups in well-grassed 
open forests.3 
 
Habitats recorded include: 
 mallee-broombush or in low scrub about rock 

outcrops in the Lower North wheat-belt 
 on shallow soils over rock, including limestone, 

often with other Leek-orchids2,6 
 near Native Pine woodland with mixed shrubs on 

sandy soil, along with Prasophyllum occidentale 
and P. pallidum, and growing under Eucalyptus 
cosmophylla in the AMLR.5 

 
Within the AMLR the preferred broad vegetation 
groups are Grassy Woodland, Heathy Woodland and 
Mallee.4 
 
Within the AMLR the species’ degree of habitat 
specialisation is classified as ‘Moderate-Low’.4 
 
Biology and Ecology 
Flowers from September to November.2,3 Flowers are 
self-pollinating.6  
 
Does not require disturbance or fire to induce 
flowering.2 
 
Aboriginal Significance 
Post-1983 records indicate the AMLR distribution occurs 
in Ngarrindjeri Nation and Peramangk Nation 
(bordering Kaurna Nation).4 
 
Orchidaceae species are recorded as being a 
traditional food source for Aboriginal people in NSW. 
The small tubers were roasted (Flood 1980).1 
 
Threats 
The species has disappeared from three known sites in 
SL and SE due to road works, a quarry extension and a 
sand borrow pit (R. Bates pers. comm.). 
 
Within the AMLR, the majority of known distribution 
occurs within 2 km of confirmed or suspected 
Phytophthora infestations.4 
 
Additional current direct threats have been identified 
and rated for this species. Refer to the main plan 
accompanying these profiles. 



 
 
 

Regional Distribution 

 
Map based on filtered post-1983 records.4 Note, this map does not 
necessarily represent the actual species’ distribution within the AMLR. 
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