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he Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the
City of New York held its regularly Stated Meeting
on January 9, 2006 with the Society’s 79th president,
alfred e. Smith, iV, presiding. President Smith wel-
comed all to the Yale Club at 50 Vanderbilt avenue
as the meeting’s new venue. treasurer John M.

Queenan reported that the Society’s finances were in excellent condi-
tion and that the Committee on Charity distributed $156,500 to forty
six charitable organizations over the Christmas Season. President
Smith then announced several changes to the bylaws to be voted on
at the May meeting. the guest speaker for the evening was the
Honorable timothy o’Connor, the Consul General of ireland for
New York City. Consul General o’Connor spoke of the irish
american connection, the growth of ireland in the past few years and
its impact on the irish nation.

the Society held its two Hundred and twenty-Second
anniversary dinner on March 17, 2006 in the Grand ballroom of the
Sheraton New York Hotel and towers with over twenty two hundred
members and guests in attendance. the room was decorated with
green wall hangings, a large illuminated replica of a membership
medallion was positioned on one wall and the Society’s historic
painting of its patron, St. Patrick, was flanked by the flags of the
United States, eire, the State of New York, the City of New York, and
the Vatican City State. Carnations of green and white and bouton-
nieres decorated the table. the President of the Society, past presi-
dents, representatives of other ancient societies and other distin-
guished guests were seated on the dais.

the Glee Club opened the festivities with the traditional singing
of the ‘Hail of the friendly Sons” and provided entertainment
throughout the evening with songs by Victor Herbert.

President Smith welcomed the members and guests and intro-
duced His eminence edward Cardinal egan who delivered the
invocation.

President Smith then thanked Ms. Mildred oliver on her 100th
birthday and responded to the toast “to the President of the United
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States” regaling all his comments on our irish Heritage.
President Smith then introduced Vice admiral John r. ryan,

United States Navy, retired, Chancellor of the State University of
New York to respond to the toast “to the United States.”  admiral
ryan treated all to insights on advancing up the military ladder and
its accompanying pitfalls as well as the challenges of higher educa-
tion in these modern times.

following admiral ryan’s remarks, President Smith introduced
Senator John McCain of arizona and former prisoner of war who
celebrated the irish in america with deeply heartfelt stories of the
irish struggles in the United States. 

at the regular Stated Meeting held on May 1, 2006, President
Smith introduced Chairman of the Membership Committee,
timothy M. kenny, for his report on members recommended for
admission to the Society and treasurer John M. Queenan who
reported that finances continued to be in excellent condition.
President Smith then introduced the evening’s speaker, New York
City deputy Mayor kevin Sheekey, who spoke at length of politics
in New York and the amusement that a number of events provided
for the general public.

the annual election of the Society was held at the annual
Meeting on November 20, 2006 and the slate, consisting of the cur-
rent officers and proposed by the nominating committee chaired by
former President John J. fitzSimons, was elected unanimously. 

following reports by the treasurer and the Chairs of the
Committees on Membership and Charity, President Smith thanked
all for their support and encouragement. the evening then conclud-
ed with several selections from the Glee Club. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

the production of the 2006 Yearbook was assisted greatly by the
efforts of robert J. reilly, thomas a. brennan, and brian G.
andersson, each of whom reviewed the text and suggested revi-
sions. the very able assistance of Jackie McCarthy in the friendly
Sons’ office was greatly appreciated as well as the invaluable assis-
tance and guidance of Patty downes in the Yearbook’s formatting
and production.
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reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at 

the Yale Club 
New York, New York 

January 9, 2006 

the regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick of the City of New York held on Monday,
January 9, 2006, at the Yale Club, 50 Vanderbilt avenue, New
York City was called to order by the President of the Society,
alfred e. Smith, iV. 

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, if i could
have your attention, please rise now for the invocation by
Monsignor edward J. Mitty, the former vicar of wall Street.
Monsignor. 

MoNSiGNor edward J. MittY: let us pause and place
ourselves in the presence of God. Heavenly father, we ask your
blessing upon all here present, in particular the officers of the
friendly Sons of St. Patrick and all of their friends, who are gath-
ered here tonight to enjoy this very festive occasion and to enjoy
a good meal and the camaraderie of being with our brothers. 

we do not yet have any preppy daughters, and i’m afraid with
such a group there may well never be. Not that i’m prejudiced
one way or the other, but many people have asked me, “are there
also friendly daughters?” i haven’t noticed any of them at any of
the meetings. 

we’re very happy to have all of you here tonight. our very
distinguished outgoing President has done a magnificent job. we
should give him a special hand of thanks. (applause) 

the very distinguished dean of St. John’s law School. 
VoiCe: fordham. 
MoNSiGNor MittY: fordham. i hope he will forgive me.

(laughter) 
bless us, oh lord, for these thy gifts that we are about to

receive through thy bounty, Christ our lord. thank you. 
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VoiCeS: amen. 
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, please be seated and enjoy

your dinner. 
(dinner break) 

PreSideNt SMitH: the January Meeting is called to order. 
i’d like to announce that Paul laMedica and the Glee Club

will open the meeting by singing “the Hail of the friendly
Sons.” Please rise. 

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung.) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. 
i want to apologize for the inconvenience tonight. we had a

much larger turnout than expected. thank you for your patience.
i want to thank the staff of the Yale Club for accommodating us
and doing as good a job as they could do. i never thought it would
take that long to get two irishmen out of the library. i would think
it would be harder to get them in than get them out. (laughter) 

again, thank you for your patience. we’ll move along with the
meeting now. 

Unless there is an objection, the roll call will be dispensed
with. 

i’d like to recognize the Secretary, ray teatum, to come up
and give his report – unless you want to give it in the elevator that
you were stuck in for forty minutes. 

SeCretarY raYMoNd C. teatUM: the minutes are in
the elevator, and they only got to the seventh floor, so unfortu-
nately we can’t do it this night. but i will send something by
email to somebody. 

PreSideNt SMitH: all right, ray. thank you very much.
You’re doing a good job. 

i move the minutes will be dispensed with. i would ask for a
second and a vote on the motion. do we have a second? 

VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, Mr. teatum. 
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Now i would like to recognize our treasurer, John Queenan,
to come up and read his report. thank you, John. 

treaSUrer JoHN M. QUeeNaN: President Smith and
my fellow members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the
period ending december 31, 2005 is as follows: 

income and reserve funds: Cash on hand as of october 31,
2005 was $405,976. receipts since the last Stated Meeting on
November 21st have been $25,093, with disbursements for the
same period totaling $44,968, leaving cash available and on
deposit in checking and money market accounts as of december
31 st totaling $386,101. 

with respect to the Society’s Permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of december 31st this year – last year
i should say – is $1,713,822. 

Gentlemen, that concludes my report. 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, John. i’d ask for a second

on the motion to accept. 
VoiCe: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. 
tom Sullivan is not here today. He is the Chairman of the

Committee on Charities. John Queenan will give his report.
John? 

treaSUrer QUeeNaN: Mr. President, i’m pleased to
report that, following the authorization granted to the Committee
by the membership at our November Meeting, the Committee on
Charities met on december 13th to review the various requests
for contributions that had been received and at that meeting
approved contributions totaling $156,500 to forty-six charitable
organizations. 

another meeting of the Committee will be scheduled in the
next few months to distribute the remaining portion of the
$200,000 authorization that was approved by the membership in
November. 

thank you. (applause) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, Mr. Sullivan-Queenan. 
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i have a motion to pass the remarks. Second? 
VoiCe: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. 
i was hoping we weren’t going to serve breakfast here as well,

so we’re going to move along as best we can here, since dinner
worked out so well. 

we also have changes to the by-laws. i’m going to announce
at this meeting that they will be voted on at the May Meeting. i
will go over them briefly for you. 

because the changes in the by-laws will deploy implementa-
tion of the increase in dues, they too will be voted on at the May
Meeting. bob reilly had brought them up at the last meeting. 

the other changes to the by-laws include the following: 
we are proposing changes to the category of persons eligible

for membership to include legal residents of irish ancestry. 
there is also, as i mentioned, an increase in dues. 
there are also changes to the number of persons to be appoint-

ed to the various committees on charities. 
there is an amendment to allow the Charities Committee to

use all the donations received by the Society for charitable pur-
poses. 

there is a proposed change to allow the board of officers to
use surplus income for charitable purposes. 

there is a proposal to allow the funds of the Society to be
placed with other institutions, not just banks and trust companies. 

there is a proposed change to allow the financial Section of
the by-laws to be amended by a majority rather than three-quar-
ters of the members. 

these changes will be circulated with the notice of the May
Meeting. 

at this point, i would like to ask bob reilly to come up. bob,
if you’ll come up, please. bob, you know, is from St. John’s.
(laughter) 
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i’d like to present bob with the Past President’s medal. bob,
please come up and i’ll put it around your neck. 

forMer PreSideNt robert J. reillY: thank you. 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you very much. (applause) 
they apparently liked your quarterly meetings better than

mine. (laughter) 
a great job! thank you for your stewardship and leadership of

the Society. 
at this point, i would like to introduce our guest speaker of the

night. we have fed him. He is tim o’Connor, the irish Consul
General of ireland in New York. 

tim was born in 1952 in limerick and educated at St.
Munchin’s College in that city. He received a b.a. degree from
Maynooth College in 1972 and a Higher diploma in education,
also from Maynooth, in 1973. tim received an Honorary
doctorate of laws from National University of ireland,
Maynooth, in 2005. 

You might have been able to stay in that library down there,
tim. (laughter) 

tim joined the irish Civil Service in 1974 and moved to the
department of foreign affairs in 1979. His assignments within
the department of foreign affairs included po stings to the irish
embassies in bonn and washington. He has also served terms as
director of the africa Section of the department of ireland's
Presidency of the eU in 1996, and was a director of the Human
rights Unit of the department in 1997. 

apart from an eighteen-month period from 1996 to 1997, he
has been involved in the Northern ireland issue, directly or indi-
rectly, since 1986. He served his first stint in the anglo-irish
division of the department from 1986 to 1990 and continued this
connection during his time at the irish embassy in washington.
on his return from washington in 1994, he served as deputy
Secretary General of the forum for Peace and reconciliation in
dublin Castle in 1996. 

on his return to the anglo-irish division in 1997, he became
part of the irish Government delegation in the talks which even-
tually led to the Good friday agreements. He subsequently
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entered the department of foreign affairs team involved in nego-
tiations of North/South bodies during 1998 and 1999. He also
served in 1999 as a member of the irish Government team work-
ing with Senator George Mitchell on the Mitchell review of the
Good friday agreements. 

tim was promoted to assistant Secretary General of the
department of foreign affairs on december 1, 1999, and
appointed the same day by the irish Government as the first
Southern Joint Secretary of the North/South Ministerial Council,
a position he held until the summer of 2005. tim also holds the
rank of ambassador in the irish diplomatic Services. tim is mar-
ried to Marta and has three children and two stepchildren. 

ladies and gentlemen, please welcome tim o’Connor.
(applause) 

CoNSUl GeNeral tiMotHY o’CoNNor: Mr.
President, thank you, al, very much. i’m hugely honored to be
asked to address this very august gathering of irishmen in New
York. 

i’m also hugely intimidated to be asked to speak after and in
front of the great al Smith. in the nearly five months since i took
the job in New York as Consul General, i’ve heard al speak sev-
eral times. He’s a class act. He’s a very funny man. it’s very clear
that the big apple didn’t fall far from the tree. i was thinking to
myself speaking in front of al Smith is a bit like a two-bit piano
player being asked to follow Stevie wonder. 

i think the key is to be brief. i’m going to take my cue from a
colleague of mine who was speaking at the emerald Society of
the Police department in a famous american city, but not New
York. as he was making his way to the podium, like i have just
done, the organizer, a good member of the boys in blue of that
city, said to him, “listen, buddy, i don’t know how long you
intend to talk up there, but just know two things. first of all, the
bar doesn’t open until you stop speaking. and secondly, the audi-
ence is armed.” (laughter) 

those are my terms of reference. 
the other one is i heard an interesting kind of twist on this

very recently. Somebody went to the podium like this and said, “i
was told that there was a strict five-minute limit on all speeches
tonight, so i just have to go out to the restroom to add three min-
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utes to my time.” (laughter) 
firstly, i’d like to congratulate – join everybody else in con-

gratulating – al on taking over as President of the friendly Sons.
also, i know that my good friend tom o’brien has just taken
over as well as the Second Vice President. tom is our bank man-
ager. So all hail tom! i love you very much. 

i also, obviously for the rest of the team, would like to join
with al in congratulating bob on the terrific job he did. No won-
der they value him so highly at St. John’s. (laughter) 

the next time i go up to fordham, i’m going to regret that
one. Sorry. 

bob has been a great friend since i came and i really appreci-
ate him. Seriously, bob, i really appreciate the fantastic job
you’ve done, and the great friend you are to the Consulate as
well. 

in terms of the few things i want to say tonight, just very
briefly, first of all, in terms of the job i have at the Consulate and
in terms of, i suppose, the interest of the irish Government here
in New York. 

i made a quick visit back to dublin over the Christmas period.
i got back on Saturday. i have to say that the mood in ireland is
very upbeat. the shops are full. the reviews of the economy over
the New Year period were very positive. i was talking to al
beforehand. the irish economy performed extremely strongly in
2005, and the prospects for 2006 are very good also. 

it’s a bit of a strange story for us. You know your antecedents
left ireland mostly for economic reasons and came here. we are
enjoying an extraordinary period in our history that we’ve never,
just simply, had before. 

the construction sector is booming. it’s about 20 percent of
the economy as a whole, which is a pretty amazing statistic. i
hope to God there’s no bubble bursting. 

the services sectors are very strong – financial services, it
 and the pharmaceutical sector. 

tourism – we had over 8 million visitors to ireland last year. 
that’s only a population of 4 million. it’s pretty amazing, isn’t it? 
Manufacturing and agriculture are obviously declining some-
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what, but that’s more than offset by what’s happening elsewhere. 
we kind of can’t believe some of the stats as well in a global

sense. apparently, somebody has told us we’re the most global-
ized economy in the world. a recent United Nations report indi-
cated we are the second wealthiest country in the world now per
capita. apparently, we’ve outstripped Japan and the United
States. there you go, guys; you should have stayed. (laughter) 

i’ve just got to read out a few stats. i mean i’m enjoying this.
it’s Yale, it’s the Yale Club, you know. are you listening? 

we’re the largest exporter of software apparently in the world. 
and here’s an interesting one from the point of view of a pop-

ulation of 4.1 or 4.2 million people - in 1991, we passed the 1
million mark of people in jobs in ireland. in the autumn of last
year, we passed the 2 million mark. So from 1991 to 2005, in
fourteen years, we went from 1 million people at work to 2 mil-
lion people at work. 

i guess the arrival of the knowledge economy has been kind
of the key driver. with the arrival of knowledge, our day has
come. You know this yourselves from the story of irish america,
which has been so remarkable, the key role that reduction has
played, and knowledge, in the extraordinary success story that is
irish america. 

while i think that the days of manufacturing, in terms of man-
ufacturing being the giant of the global economy, are probably
over, our time has come. a young, flexible, highly skilled work-
force; agile government and the civil service – that’s what i’m
told to say – low taxes, and a strong base inside the european
Union; low interest rates. So i think you put all together, and a
big focus on exports. 

and also then – here’s the X factor – the pent-up energy of
eight decades of failure, since we had independence. You know,
we’re hungry. i’m kind of wondering, does that remind you of
any country and any people? 

the other interesting story, i guess, coming out of ireland
that’s new is we have an immigration story in ireland. we have
people coming to ireland to live and work for the first time since
the Vikings. (laughter) 
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i know that the Historian, Hank, has a couple of things to tell
me about afterwards here, so we’ll talk about that. but it’s a bet-
ter laugh than any others. 

in May 2004, ten new Member States joined the european
Union, mostly from eastern europe. Since May of 2004, 150,000
people from those countries have come to work and live in
ireland. and they are staying. the number of irish citizens, the
number of people applying for irish citizenship, that is just quite
extraordinary. 

U.S. investment obviously has played a huge role in all of that. 
the stats are very obvious: something like 470 U.S. compa-

nies employing 90,000 people in ireland. wyeth Pharmaceuticals
recently opened a $1.8 billion plant in dublin employing 150
researchers. the intel operation is literally a city in itself now,
and that’s in fifteen years. Google just announced 600 jobs in the
dublin docklands. So it’s an extraordinary story. 

the interesting part, as i was saying to somebody earlier, is
that the traffic is now going in the other direction as well. Here
are a few stats that might interest you. 

the irish investment in the United States reached $21 billion
in 2004. there are over 300 irish companies now based in the
United States employing over 55,000 americans. 

the interesting thing is there are now more U.S. citizens look-
ing for work visas to work in ireland than there are irish citizens
coming to seek to work in the United States. (applause) 

i think that the contribution of irish america in all of that has
been profound. i would describe irish america as the X in the
oxo in terms of that relationship between ireland and the United
States. but it’s a tremendous relationship. 

it is also, as i keep saying to people, an absurd relationship.
Here are a few more stats.

in terms of where we are today, being almost like equality
between ireland and the United States. the United States is 130
times the size of ireland in terms of land mass; in population
terms, the United States is seventy-three times the size of ireland.
there are only five of the federal states smaller than ireland. in
terms of scale - comparable in terms of a state - is the State of
indiana. So ireland is indiana. So i think it’s quite an extraordi-
nary story. 
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Just very quickly, i want to say a few words about the peace
process, because another reason for the economic progress in
ireland is undoubtedly the bedding down of peace. 

big things happened in 2005. we had the ira statement in
July of last year formally ending the armed campaign. that was
a huge development. in September of last year, we had the for-
mal confirmation of the decommissioning of all ira weapons,
which was a huge move as well. 

obviously, we have a ways to go yet. there are difficulties in
(inaudible) and some of the marches. and, of course, the loyalist
paramilitaries have not yet decommissioned, so there are still
challenges ahead there. However, there is no question that we are
making huge progress. 

Now, at the turn of 2006, the big push is on to close the deal
and close out the deal. it’s almost eight years since the Good
friday agreement, and Senator George Mitchell and the tremen-
dous role of the United States – and, indeed, irish america in
New York – in all of that. So it’s time to close the deal. 

we need to get the government back in belfast and the
assembly back in belfast, so that’s a big challenge for my gov-
ernment and for bertie ahern and for our Minister dermot ahern
and the british Government in 2006. we know that the United
States and irish america will be with us in that journey, just as
you have been throughout all of this. 

i want to say here that without you, without the role of the
white House – and i’m talking about successive presidents, the
huge role played by ronald reagan and the bush presidencies,
and obviously bill Clinton – but i think it’s a bipartisan story. the
same in Congress, right across both sides of the houses. and then
yourselves here, irish america, particularly in New York, your
support has been just absolutely extraordinary. i thank you for
that. 

Very briefly, i think one of the things i’ve learned in my few
months here is the importance of the culture and heritage. i guess,
being from limerick, i kind of take that stuff for granted in some
ways. but one of the things i’ve learned here from you is that the
preservation of the culture and heritage is not something to be
taken for granted and is something to be worked at. 
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one of my privileges since coming here is getting to know the
actor Gabriel byrne, who is appearing at the moment at Studio 54
in a eugene o’Neill play called “A Touch of the Poet.” if you
haven’t seen it yet, you should get to see it. it’s a very interesting
play. i heard Gabriel talk at the waldorf at a function in october,
and he made a sort of a passionate plea for the preservation of the
culture and heritage as part of the glue that keeps ireland and the
United States together. 

He also said that we have here in New York two great centers
of that, the irish repertory theater and the irish arts Center, just
as two – and there are many others as well. i know that at
fordham the students have an ireland House. there are many
other very good centers of culture here in New York. i think the
onus is on us to make sure that we support that. 

i’ve just been boasting about our economy. but, as somebody
pointed to me, long before the world heard the roar of the Celtic
tiger, it was enchanted by the writings and the genius of Joyce,
Yeats, beckett, wilde, Shaw, and the other giants of the cultural
pantheon. So i think we don’t want to forget that. So let’s all
make sure we work together to try to preserve the extraordinary
legacy of those giants, and here in New York to work with those
who are seeking to preserve and support it. 

Second, lastly, i just wanted to briefly mention immigration. i
was talking about it in the irish context. despite all the progress,
we still have a residual problem here in the United States. we
have about 25,000 irish citizens who are undocumented. Some
people would say, “So what? there’s also millions of others.”
that’s true. 

but i guess the argument we’re trying to make is against the
background of such a deep relationship between the two coun-
tries, a hugely beneficial one – i mean, frankly, you people built
this country. You made an extraordinary contribution to the build-
ing of this great country. 

U.S. investment in ireland has been extraordinarily helpful to
us, and i’m trying to make the case tonight that irish investment
in the United States is now making a big contribution in its own
way to the U.S. economy. So there are lots of reasons why those
25,000 people should be given the chance to make the same con-
tribution as you and your forbears made here. the irish
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Government is working with our friends in Congress and with the
white House to try to see what we can get done. 

i’d just like to use this opportunity to ask for your help and
support. there is a lobby group now, called the irish lobby for
immigration reform, which has just been formed before
Christmas, which is trying to galvanize. So any help that you can
give we’d greatly appreciate. 

the last thing i wanted to do was simply say a very simple
word, called thanks, to you. thanks for keeping the flame alive.
there are lots of other things you could be doing tonight other
than being here, but you are here, and you are making a state-
ment, and you are making a profound statement, and it is very,
very important to us. So i say to you thank you on behalf of the
homeland and the motherland. 

i know you are also americans, and you are probably
americans first, and you’re proud of that, and good for you. it’s
an amazing country. but you are also irish, and you’ve kept that
heritage and that flame alive. it is profoundly important to us. 

i am reading a book at the moment, called “DC Confidential.”
it’s by a guy called Christopher Meyer, who was the british
ambassador in washington from 1997 to 2003. He devotes a
chapter to irish america. He has a line in it, “Catholic irish
america is one of the great tribes.” How true that is. (applause) 

and we heard it from a brit, so it has to be true. (laughter) 
Couldn’t resist that. Sorry. i’ve still got a bit of growing up to

do. 
i want to wish al, tom, and the officer team every good wish

for 2006. 
as i was preparing myself to come to New York, i was

googling or doodling on the internet one day, and i was looking
down through the speeches of John f. kennedy. i came to a line
– i was telling this to al before – that he made in a speech in San
antonio, texas, on the 21st of November in 1963. i thought,
“whoa! that was probably his last speech.” i just read it. He gave
it at the dedication of the aerospace Medical Health Center in
San antonio. You’re probably saying to yourself, “where is this
going?” 

So i read down through the speech to see where it was going.
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and then, in the very last paragraph of probably the last speech
given by kennedy, it went like this: “frank o’Connor, the irish
writer” – i didn’t know kennedy talked about frank o’Connor –
“tells in one of his books how as a boy he and his friends would
make their way across the countryside. when they came to an
orchard wall that seemed too high and too difficult to permit their
voyage to continue, they took off their hats and tossed them over
the wall, and then they would have no choice but to follow them.
this nation has tossed its cap over the wall of space, and we have
no choice but to follow it.” 

i think the notion of having to throw your cap over the wall is
a beautiful one. i think it is a tremendous one at the start of a new
year, at the start of a new tenure for a new President, and at the
start of all of us here tonight, because i think it says that when we
come to a wall we know that we will simply throw our caps over
and follow. i look forward to doing that together with you. 

i am again deeply honored to be with you tonight. thank you
very much. (applause) 

PreSideNt SMitH: tim, thank you for your insightful and
wonderful remarks. 

again, before i bring on Paul laMedica and the Glee Club,
i’d like to please apologize to you all again for the inconvenience
tonight. we’ll have our act together by the May Meeting. again,
thank you for your patience. 

Paul laMedica, please. 
dr. PaUl d. laMediCa: thank you, Mr. President. Good

evening, gentlemen. Happy New Year. 
we will have a short program for you this evening. we will be

singing “the Cruiskeen lawn,” an old irish song, and
“o’donnell aboo!” both of these were arranged by Victor
Herbert. then we’ll have edward McNamara, who will be
singing “Christmas in the trenches.” then we will follow it with
“follow Me down to Carlow,” “down by the Sally Gardens,”
“when Johnny Comes Marching Home,” and we’ll end with
“the Hallelujah Chorus.” 

i hope you enjoy it. 
(the Glee Club performed – applause) 
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PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, that was fantastic. thank
you very much. 

Now would you all please rise for the singing of the National
anthem? 

(the National anthem was sung.) 
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, the January Quarterly

Meeting is adjourned. thank you very much. 
(Meeting adjourned 9:15 p.m.)



(One-sided Tip-in; on parchment)
Green ink is CMYK

222nd Anniversary Dinner of

The Society of the

Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
IN THE CITY OF NEW-YORK

March 17, 2006

Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers 



25

Dais
WESLEY M. OLER, President, 1st Continental Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution

MINER H. WARNER, Governor, Society of Mayflower Descendents

DENNIS D. MCCRARY, Governor, Society of Colonial Wars in the State of New York

JOHN H. FITZSIMONS, Former President of the Society

JOHN A. O’MALLEY, President, The Sons of the Revolution in the State of New York

WILLIAM J. CRONIN, Former President of the Society

REVEREND JOSEPH A. O’HARE, S.J., Honorary Member of the Society

DUNCAN BRUCE, President, St. Andrew’s Society of the State of New York

THOMAS A. BRENNAN, JR., Former President of the Society

BROTHER THOMAS J. SCANLAN, F.S.C, President, Manhattan College

TIMOTHY O’CONNOR, Consul General of Ireland

GEORGE E. PATAKI, Governor of the State of New York

JOHN R. RYAN, Chancellor, State University of New York

HIS EMINENCE EDWARD CARDINAL EGAN, Archbishop of New York

ALFRED E. SMITH, IV, President of the Society

JOHN S. MCCAIN, United States Senator, Arizona

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor of the City of New York

JAMES C. KENNY, United States Ambassador to Ireland

HUGH L. CAREY, Former Governor of the State of New York

REVEREND JOSEPH M. MCSHANE, S.J., President 

PETER P. MULLEN, Former President of the Society

ALAN D.R. FRESE, President, The New England Society of the City of New York

EDWARD J. BURKE, Former President of the Society

WILLIAM FOLLIETT, President, St. Nicholas Society of New York

TIMOTHY G. REYNOLDS, Former President of the Society

WILLIAM VAN WINKLE, President, The Holland Society of New York

ROBERT J. REILLY, Former President of the Society

KEVIN M. CAHILL, President-General, American-Irish Historical Society



26

Dinner

diNNer

iriSH SMoked SalMoN
diJoN ViNaiGrette

HeartS of CelerY, riPe aNd GreeN oliVeS, Salted NUtS

robert Mondavi Cabernet Sauvignon - filet MiGNoN CHaSSeUr
roaSted PotatoeS
freSH aSParaGUS

taittinger Champagne –eMerald GlaCe
raSPberrY CoUliS

fraiNdiSeS

deMi taSSe

Smoking is not permitted



27

The Invocation
HiS eMiNeNCe edward CardiNal eGaN

arCHbiSHoP of New York 

Toasts
The President of the United States

alfred e. SMitH, iV
PreSideNt of tHe SoCietY

The Day We Celebrate
JoHN r. rYaN

CHaNCellor, State UNiVerSitY of New York

The United States
tHe HoNorable JoHN S. MCCaiN

UNited StateS SeNator, ariZoNa

The Star Spangled Banner
tHe frieNdlY SoNS Glee ClUb



28

Music
tHe Glee ClUb of tHe frieNdlY SoNS of St. PatriCk

PaUl d. la MediCa, Director
keViN J. faUGHeY, Associate Director

daVid ralPH, Accompanist

ProGraM

the Hail of the friendly Sons.......Founder of the Glee Club, ViCtor Herbert

all Hail to Saint Patrick..........................................arranged by GeorGe Mead

o’donnell aboo! .........................................air: “roderiCH ViCH alPiNe dHU”
arranged by ViCtor Herbert

follow Me down to Carlow.......................................................irish folk tune
arranged by PerCY fletCHer

the Minstrel boy ..............................................arranged by loUiS SCHeHlMaN

down by the Sally Garden ................w. b. YeatS/traditioNal iriSH MelodY

arranged by JoHN rUtter

Men of Harlech .....................................................................old welch Melody
arranged by r. lee GilliaN

Shenandoah .....................................................................traditioNal CHaNteY

arranged by MarSHall bartHoloMew

Song of the irish Counties.......................................arranged by GeorGe Mead

when Johnny Comes Marching Home again ........arranged by GeorGe Mead

keViN J. faUGHeY, President
robert atkiNSoN, Vice-President

Peter J. keNNY, Secretary
eUGeNe J. GUtHrie, Treasurer

tHoMaS J. P. MCSHerrY, Librarian



29

tHe Glee ClUb of tHe frieNdlY SoNS of St. PatriCk
PaUl d. la MediCa, Director

keViN J. faUGHeY, Associate Director
daVid e. ralPH, Accompanist

firSt teNorS

Gerard leNaHaN
deNNiS kierNaN

JoHN waltoN
JoHN MaCleaN

SeCoNd teNorS

keViN J. faUGHeY tiMotHY rowaN

deSMoNd StokeS JaMeS b. keaNeY

Peter J. keNNY tHoMaS J. P. MCSHerrY

doNald e. MUlrY JaMeS o’farrell

daVid SliwkoSki

baritoNeS

CHriStoPHer deiGNaN briaN reillY

bro. JoSePH reillY, f.S.C. robert J. atkiNSoN

williaM GalViN raYMoNd e. HarleY

baSSeS

edward P. doNNellaN MiCHael CooNeY

edward MCNaMara GreGorY HaNSeN

oweN k. flYNN eUGeNe GUtHrie

dr. Peter a. HowlaNd robert reid



30



(One-sided Tip-in; 4c photo on white coated stock)

tw
o

 H
U

N
d

r
ed

 a
N

d
 t

w
eN

tY
 S

eC
o

N
d

 a
N

N
iV

er
Sa

rY
 d

iN
N

er

H
en

ry
 f

. w
hi

te
, H
is
to
ri
an

; J
oh

n 
M

. Q
ue

en
an

, T
re
as
ur
er

;  
th

om
as

 M
. o

’b
rie

n,
 S
ec
on
d 
Vi
ce
 P
re
si
de
nt

; 
b

ria
n 

M
. M

ur
ph

y,
 F
ir
st
 V
ic
e 
Pr
es
id
en
t; 

H
on

or
ab

le
 J

oh
n 

S.
 M

cC
ai

n,
 U
ni
te
d 
St
at
es
 S
en
at
or
, A
ri
zo
na

; 
a

lfr
ed

 e
. S

m
ith

, i
V,

 P
re
si
de
nt

; J
oh

n 
r

. r
ya

n,
 C
ha
nc
el
lo
r, 
St
at
e 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
 o
f N
ew
 Y
or
k;

 
Jo

hn
 a

. b
re

nn
an

, A
lm
on
er



31

aNNiVerSarY diNNer 
held at 

the Sheraton New York Hotel and towers 
New York, New York 

March 17, 2006 

the two Hundred and twenty-Second anniversary dinner of
the Society of the friendly Sons of Saint Patrick of the City of
New York, held at the Sheraton New York Hotel & towers,
Seventh avenue and 52nd Street, New York, New York on March
17, 2006, was called to order at 7:00 PM by the President of the
Society, alfred e. Smith, iV. 

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: i must say before we
start, "President alfred e. Smith" sounds pretty good. we've
waited a long time to hear that in my family. (laughter) 

it is my privilege to welcome you to the 222nd anniversary
dinner of the Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick. 

Gentlemen, please stand. 
i invite our members to join with the Glee Club in singing

"the Hail of the friendly Sons." 
(Singing of "the Hail of the friendly Sons") (applause) 

PreSideNt SMitH: we will begin our evening as we tradi-
tionally do, with the offering of an invocation by the Cardinal
archbishop of New York. Gentlemen, it is my great honor to
present His eminence edward Cardinal egan. 

(applause) 
arCHbiSHoP edward CardiNal eGaN: a few

months ago, al introduced Senator McCain and me at another
dinner. i forget the dinner, al. He did a pretty good job. So the
Senator said to me, "why don't we let him do it again?" So,
President Smith, thank you for allowing us to be here, and thank
you for the introduction. 

Could i ask you to bow your heads and place yourselves in the
presence of our God? 

almighty and eternal father, we are in your presence. we seek
your blessing. Give us faith in all that you have revealed so that
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we may live our lives as you would have them lived. Give us
hope in your loving providence. Guide us here on earth with that
providence and lead us to your embrace in Heaven as well. Give
us love for you, and especially love for all of your children, for
they are fashioned in your image and they have been redeemed
by your Son. 

bless this nation that we love. Make it an example of justice
and compassion for all the world. bless ireland. let it never for-
get the lessons it has taught us all through the words of Patrick
and the holy men and women of the emerald isle. bless our fam-
ilies. keep them loving, united, and close to you. bless, oh lord,
each of us. Make us worthy of all the gifts you have showered
upon us. above all, give us peace, peace in our hearts, peace in
our streets, and peace among nations. all of this we beg with faith
and trust in love, as we ask you to bless the food we are about to
receive from your gracious bounty. amen. 

PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, eminence. 
Please be seated. 
Gentlemen, the friendly Sons, having been founded in 1784,

is one of the oldest continuous charitable organizations in the
nation. at the time of our founding, the word "friendly" meant
"charitable." by your presence here tonight and through the gen-
erosity of our members, the Society will dispense close to
$200,000 this year. 

You're supposed to clap now. (applause) 
we irish are in many ways a special people. i searched for

words to describe that uniqueness, and then i realize i had heard
them before at an earlier friendly Sons, spoken by one of our
most beloved members. i think of the late william Hughes
Mulligan, that most renowned lawyer, judge, speaker, former
president of the Society, and all-around wonderful man. He aptly
described what it's like to be irish, and i quote: "except for the
ugly ones, we are the most handsome people in the world. except
for the unduly provoked, we are the most law-abiding. except for
the impure thoughts, we are the freest from sin. and except for
the booze, we are the most abstemious." 

Gentlemen, i am pleased to announce that the archdiocese has
granted any Catholic here a dispensation from the obligation to
abstain from eating meat on friday in lent. (applause) 

for those of you who are not Catholic, the archdiocese has
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declared this to be a Holy day of obligation – an obligation to
imbibe. 

Now i invite you to enjoy your dinner. we will resume after
dessert. 

thank you very much, gentlemen. (applause) 
(dinner is served; the Glee Club performs) 

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, please take your seats. 
Gentlemen, i call this 222-year-old anniversary dinner of the

Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick in the City of New
York to order. (applause) 

those of you who are talking, i know where you're sitting.
and you won't be there next year. 

on behalf of all assembled, i would like to express my thanks
to the board of Stewards, led by the remarkable Mark Codd.
Mark, thank you very much. (applause) 

and to the board of officers, the past presidents, who worked
for many weeks on the arrangements for this magnificent
evening. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

Next, i would like to thank our fellow member, edward kane,
who is the banquet Manager of the Sheraton. ed, thank you very
much. (applause) 

all the captains, chefs, wait-staff who have labored so might-
ily this night, in challenging, crowded circumstances, to serve our
fine meal – the city's largest annual dinner of the year. (applause) 

i would particularly like to thank our office assistant team,
Mary bambury and dan McCarthy, who did a great job to organ-
ize this dinner. Mary, dan, thank you. (applause) 

i would like to thank the Glee Club of the friendly Sons, a
unique organization, now ninety-two years old. i have tried out
for ten years; i still can't get on that thing. Under the direction of
Paul la Medica, who keeps the tradition alive. (applause) 

finally, i would like to wish a very special happy 100th birth-
day to Ms. oliver, who is watching tonight on closed-circuit tV
up on the forty-fifth floor. (applause) 

Ms. oliver began working in the friendly Sons office in the
late 1920s. Her final act was to plan and seat the dinner in the
year 2000. She closed the book that day and said, "another din-
ner is done." She promptly collapsed, was taken by ambulance to
the hospital, and received a heart valve the next day. Seating this
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dinner will do that to you. (laughter) 
let's have a nice, warm clap for Ms. oliver on her 100th birth-

day. (applause) 
i do want to acknowledge just a few of the wonderful people

who honor our dais: 
as previously noted, His eminence edward Cardinal egan.

(applause) 
Mayor bloomberg. (applause) 
ambassador James kenny. Mr. ambassador. (applause) 
irish Consul General tim o'Connor. (applause) 
father o'Hare, father McShane, and brother Scanlon.

(applause) 
last but not least, the greatest governor in the history of New

York, Hugh l. Carey. (applause) 
i noticed that Governor weld is wearing Governor Carey's

hair tonight. He may have a chance at governor. (laughter) 
we are also blessed with the presence of several former pres-

idents of the friendly Sons, as well as presidents and representa-
tives of our sister historical societies. 

i would be remiss if i did not recognize my great friend, for-
mer Mayor ed "o'koch." (applause) 

i love dragging him out; it always works. 
Now let us begin the business of our meeting. Now has come

the time for three traditional toasts. 
Gentlemen, charge your glasses and please rise. 
"to the President of the United States of america." 
assemblage: Hear, Hear! 
Gentlemen, be seated. 
Now i would like to turn to our irish heritage. Chesterton once

said: 
for the great Gaels of ireland are the men that God made

mad, for all their ways are merry, and all their songs are sad. 
but few people see the irish as businessmen. look about this

great hall. it's filled with successful people. Commerce has
always been a part of the irish heritage. Strangers may paint us as
dreamers, poets, adventurers, and singers of song – which we are,
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of course. but while our hearts are made for dreaming, our heads
are made for business. evidence of that is seen in the history of
the irish immigrants in america. 

My great-grandfather, al Smith, loved to tell the story of an
irish immigrant who came to america and found work building
western railroads. Ultimately, he wound up in a silver mining
boomtown in Colorado. one day, in the 1880s, a traveling
preacher arrived and was quickly greeted by a very well-dressed
irishman. 

"reverend," he said, "i'm not a man of your faith, but you
made me what i am today." the preacher looked quizzical. 

"Maybe you don't remember, reverend. You came to town
three years ago this very night. You talked of the sin of the drink,
how it made us all animals, how it was the devil's own brew, how
it made men forget mothers, fathers, and even their own children.
You looked about you and you said, 'look at this new Sodom.
Nine out often men here are drunks.' that's when i saw the light,
reverend." 

the preacher beamed, "that's when you were baptized?" 
"No, reverend. i bought a saloon." (laughter) 
Success is important, but it is the way we live that sends a

message back about our heritage. i can think of no better way to
end my remarks than to repeat some words al Smith spoke right
here sixty-five years ago. i quote: 

"each year we gather here in one of the oldest societies in
america, to review our faith in ourselves, in our heritage, and in
this land we have adopted and taken to our hearts. So it is only
fitting that we determine to leave here this evening committed to
living up to the best who came before. 

"let us be gracious in our dealings with others. let us strive
to give support and opportunity to our children, just as our par-
ents did for us. let our love of God and family shine for all to see.
then about all of us we'll see that you cannot find a better friend,
a better neighbor, a better ally, a better citizen than those whose
heritage lies on the green isle blessed by St. Patrick." (applause) 

i believe that goal remains just as worthy today. 
Now to our second traditional toast. Gentlemen, charge your

glasses. Gentlemen, please rise. 
"to the day we celebrate." 
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it's not too hard getting you guys to take a drink, is it? 
Gentlemen, please be seated. 
to respond to our toast, "to the day we celebrate," it is my

honor to present another irish american naval hero, Vice admiral
John r. ryan, who currently serves as the chancellor of the State
University of New York, the largest comprehensive system of
higher education in the entire nation. (applause) 

tonight, to my knowledge, may be the first time that the
friendly Sons have been addressed by two heroically decorated
naval aviators. (applause) 

Vice admiral ryan has had a career that might take three or
four of us mere mortals to attain. admiral ryan is a native of
Mountainhome, Pennsylvania. (applause) 

the whole group from Mountainhome. thanks for coming up,
guys. that's the other five people that live there. (laughter) 

He graduated from the Naval academy in 1967, along with his
twin brother – i don't know which one we have here; i hope we
have the right one – (laughter) – Norbert ryan, Jr., who also
attained the rank of vice admiral before retiring. 

John ryan's Navy career was exceptional by any standards.
we will touch on that in a second. 

Vice admiral ryan was appointed the fifth-sixth
Superintendent of the U.S. Naval academy in annapolis. Under
his direction, the academy grew in both quality and esteem. He
was then asked to assume the presidency of the State University
at albany. again, he improved the institution dramatically. then
he was named President of the New York Maritime academy. He
doubled the enrollment, bringing it to its highest level in its 131-
year history. 

You have to be about 105. 
Now, as i noted, he serves as Chancellor of the State

University system. Here, too, he brought both growth and quali-
ty. 

Vice admiral ryan does not like to talk about his naval career.
i suggest his medals speak for that career. You may be the judge:
Naval distinguished Service Medal; defense Superior Service
Medal with oak leaf cluster; the legion of Merit, two gold stars;
and about two dozen more. 

My fellow friendly Sons, please rise to welcome a national
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asset and a great irish american, Vice admiral John r. ryan.
(applause) 

ViCe adMiral JoHN r. rYaN: thank you, al. 
Your eminence, distinguished colleagues at the head table: 
it's a real pleasure to be here tonight with you. i have to cor-

rect al. there is only one real naval hero here, and you will hear
from him next. (applause) 

this is a very handsome crowd here tonight. it is really amaz-
ing that on a cold friday in lent, we could get this many people
to come out. i guess we owe it all to you, Your eminence.
irishmen will go anywhere when they can eat meat and drink
whiskey on a friday in lent. (laughter) 

Mayor, i'm like you, i wasn't born in New York City, but like
you, i love the city. i think i have been here long enough now that
sometimes going to brooklyn feels like a road trip, i secretly
envy the way these taxicab drivers drive, i think $7.00 is very fair
to cross a bridge, and i consider westchester to be upstate.
(laughter) 

with the distinguished speaker to follow me, i was reminded
by my friend al Smith here tonight not to get carried away by the
opportunity to talk to such a big crowd. He reminded me that my
role here tonight is like the deceased at an irish wake: very little
is expected of me. (laughter) 

but i did have to show up so the party could go on. 
Your eminence was up in albany, where i live and work

sometimes during the week, earlier to see Speaker Silver and my
friend, Majority leader Joe bruno. He asked the senator if he
wanted to go to confession. Senator bruno said, "Cardinal, you
don't have enough time." 

Senator bruno was slick, though. He said, "Cardinal, could i
get an absolution?" 

the Cardinal said, "i have the time, but you need to put more
money into the Catholic schools." (laughter and applause) 

as al said, i come from a little town. but i am awfully proud
to be here tonight, because i am the son and grandson of two
good irishmen. i'm named after my grandfather, John roy
Horgan, who came from County Cork as a little boy. His parents
died right after they got to the country. He was raised by his sis-
ter. 
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He started picking slate in the eastern mines in Pennsylvania
when he was thirteen. He went into the mines when he was fif-
teen and came out when he was sixty. Somehow, he managed to
have three daughters. i think irishmen are good and creative at
both love and work. 

while the irish do love their daughters, we love our mothers,
we love our wives – in fact, we love all women – when my twin
brother and i were born, it was cause for great celebration on the
part of my grandfather because he had lived for over twenty years
with four women. He was just happy to get the last word in edge-
wise. i think that word was "Hallelujah!" 

i have great memories of my grandfather. He would come
home from the coal mine and every couple of days, once we were
about five years old, he would take us up to the corner pub. we
had our own little chairs. He would sit down and have his pint.
He had these little shot glasses. He would give his twin grandsons
a little shot of beer. My mother and grandmother were always
worried. 

He said, "Now, don't worry. i'm teaching them to drink with
moderation." and while he was alive, we always did. (laughter) 

the sad part was, though, he died when we were in sixth
grade. (laughter) 

like your grandfathers, my grandfather taught Norb and me a
lot. 

His last words to us, on the morning of the day he died, i can
still remember quite well. it really underlies everything signifi-
cant in my life, from my work to the way that i'm a father and a
grandfather now. He said, simply, "be proud of your irish blood
and never forget you're now an irish american." 

i honor my father and grandfather tonight, and i honor all of
you, proud irish american sons, fathers, and grandfathers. 

My irish mother also deserves a lot of credit for her children's
success. She never let us get away with that childhood nonsense.
i remember one day i didn't want to go to school. i gave her a
hard time. i was stubborn. 

finally, she said, "John, give me two good reasons why i
should let you stay home from school." 

i said, "Number one, none of the kids will play with me.
Number two, the teachers hate me." then i had the nerve to say
to her, "Mom, give me two reasons why i should go to school." 
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She said, "John, number one, you're sixty years old. Number
two, you're the chancellor. Go to school." (laughter) 

we all know our irish mothers want to treat all their children
the same. My mother was no different. She dressed my twin
brother and me alike, despite what the psychologists said, that
we'd grow up to be passive. So we dressed together and alike
right through twelfth grade. then we went to the Naval academy,
and we dressed alike at the Naval academy. then we were Navy
pilots. we dressed alike when we were Navy pilots. then some-
thing happened that fouled it all up. My brother got promoted to
commander ahead of me. we weren't alike anymore. i was on an
aircraft carrier, the Nimitz. My mother would send me a note
every week: "John, don't worry. You'll catch up to your brother." 

the bad news: i caught up, but then i passed him. i became an
admiral before he did. then i would get calls from my mother:
"don't screw it up for your brother." (laughter) 

eventually, i got to be a three-star, as al said, and my brother
was a two-star. He was working congressional liaison, talking to
people like Senator McCain. 

finally, he got promoted to three-star. they had this big cere-
mony in the Pentagon, and lots of senators and congressmen
came because they knew Norb – a big audience. the secretary of
the Navy got up. My mother and father were in the front row. He
said, "today the ryan twins have set history. we've never had
vice admirals that were twins in the U.S. Navy. Mr. and Mrs.
ryan, would you stand up?" they gave them applause. of course,
it was the greatest day in our lives, to see them recognized. 

when it was over, Strom thurmond – God bless him – shuf-
fled over with a bunch of congressmen and senators to my moth-
er. He comes up to my mother and says, "Mrs. ryan, you must be
so proud. How do you feel on a day like this?" 

My mother, the irish mother, looks up at the senator and says,
"Senator, i'm just glad my twins are dressing alike again."
(laughter) 

Guilt and humor aren't the only things that get us irish ahead. 
Sometimes it's ignorance. that played a role in my life. i was

deployed once to iceland, flying airplanes. i was a squadron com-
mander. i got the terrible word that my next assignment would be
at the Pentagon. to naval pilots, the senator will tell you, going
to the Pentagon is like going to purgatory. You want to get out of
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there. but i went down there. 
the good news was that i was assigned to the office of the

Secretary of defense, a great guy, Secretary Caspar weinberger.
i finally got down there. i found his office. there's an army guy
sitting right outside of his office. i've always been confused by
these army insignia. i just looked at the guy's nametag to see
what rank he was. 

i said, "Colonel, i'm the Navy commander here, the new guy,
reporting for duty." 

the army guy looked up at me, flicked his collars. the bad
news was, they had stars on them. obviously, he wasn't a colonel;
he was a one-star general. 

i looked back down at his nametag. it doesn't say "Colonel;"
it says "Colin Powell." (laughter) 

this is a true story. Somehow, i still got the job. being a smart
irishman, the next day i bought these glasses. 

Speaking of embarrassing moments, i feel sorry for Vice
President Cheney. You remember when the most embarrassing
thing that a vice president ever did was not spell "potato" right?
(laughter and applause) 

Your eminence, you'll have to forgive the next one. 
like my grandfather, i had three daughters. i have a lifetime

habit of asking any bachelor that i come around, "what's your
idea of the perfect woman?" My daughters are all married, thank
the lord. but i did this again tonight during the reception. i found
out why these guys are still bachelors that are out here. they're
all looking for the same woman. they're all looking for a very
attractive young lady who is a sex-starved executive chef, and
she owns a liquor store. (laughter) 

before i became chancellor, i spent a year as President of the
State University at albany, where i decided, like brother
Scanlon, to live in a dormitory. 

i lived in a dormitory when i was a university president. that
resulted in good publicity for about the first two months. then
something really bad happened. the Princeton review cited U-
albany as the number-one party school in the country. (laughter) 

Some smart-aleck pointed that article out to my wife. She
immediately called from our house here in the city and said, "You
damn irishman. Now i know why you really wanted to live in the
dorm." (laughter) 
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the same magazine got me in trouble with Senator McCain's
alma mater, the Naval academy. i was the Superintendent down
there, and we were voted the number-one most efficient college
administration in the country, out of 3,000. i thought that was
pretty good.

we were voted number-two most stone-cold sober student
body in the country. i thought that was fantastic. but you know
alumni. the next day, these emails come flooding into me, with
this question: why the hell weren't we the number-one most
stone-cold sober student body in the country? and who was? 

i sent back this little note that said, "Have you ever heard of a
Mormon school called brigham Young University?" (laughter) 

i'm almost done, but i want to tell you about one of the first
times i met the senator. when you get nominated to lead a place
like the Naval academy, you have to go back and interview with
the Senate armed Services Committee. You have to be approved
by the Senate and then you have to be approved by the president. 

i went back. i saw all the armed Services guys. Senator
McCain was the last guy to see me. i go in his office. He has fif-
teen people there. we're chatting. He asked me a couple of friend-
ly questions. then suddenly he gets serious. He throws every-
body else out of the office, saying, "i want to talk to the admiral
privately." 

i said, "Uh-oh." 
all of a sudden, he says, "look, you have a great reputation,

and i'm going to support you. but, remember, your job at
annapolis is to produce leaders for our nation." 

then he gets up close and personal, and starts pushing. He's
left-handed. He starts pushing against my chest. He says, "don't
be one of those admirals that goes over to annapolis, does stupid
stuff, like ripping your shirt off at pep rallies, riding around in a
wheelbarrow. those midshipmen don't need any more friends.
they need a leader. Go over there and be a leader. Set the stan-
dards. " 

to this day, i still have his indentation mark in my chest. but
i take his point. i did try to set the bar very high. the senator was
right. You end up loving these kids that are going to serve our
country. You give them a second chance when they pull some
irish stunt or some stunt like maybe Midshipman McCain did or
Midshipman ryan, when we were younger. but we did hold the
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bar high. 
i'm proud to say, the great news tonight is, during my four

years, there were 4,000-and-some graduates, and as we party here
tonight, those young officers are all over this globe. they're lead-
ing other great americans, all volunteers, in places like
afghanistan, iraq – in fact, the four corners of the globe. i think
you already know this, but i can promise you, none of them are
going to let down america. (applause) 

Save that applause. we still have the main act here. 
right after i became chancellor – it's always great to see your

grandchildren – i went out to see my grandchildren. they said,
"Pappy, what's the difference between being an admiral and a
chancellor?" i said, "Honey, most people listen to an admiral."
(laughter) 

i am truly honored to be the Chancellor of the State University
of New York. i think New York has this great public-private sys-
tem that really serves our economy well. i am awfully proud to
be a part of that. as al said, we have sixty-four campuses,
414,000 students, 1 million part-time students, over 81,000
employees, really doing great work. eighty percent of our gradu-
ates end up being your doctors, your dentists; they're scientists;
they're policemen; they're firemen; they're teachers; they're nurs-
es. and, yes, they're elected officials. a large percentage of our
students are the first in their families to go to college. over 80
percent are on some kind of financial aid. So they're doing a great
job. (applause)  

i gave you that spiel because i know some of you fordham
and Holy Cross alumni. (Cheers) 

Some of you guys don't know too much about SUNY, but
that's because we don't admit anybody that flunked out of three
prep schools. (laughter) 

Just kidding. there are only a couple of you out there like that. 
Part of my job as chancellor is to build relationships. i was just

out in California seeing my counterpart, a wonderful guy named
Charlie. i was saying, because i have this great chairman, tom
egan, and i have John Cahill – a couple of good irishmen – if i
want to see the governor, i can see the governor. 

i said, "Can you go see Governor Schwarzenegger if you want
to? 

do you see him a lot?" 
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Charlie says, "i only see him if i rent a dVd." (laughter) 
if i could be serious for just one minute now, as the earth does

get flatter – and the world is getting flatter – we in New York
need to get smarter. that means all these school systems, from k
through 12, right up through 16 – Catholic, private, city, urban –
we all need to get better. we want to do our part in SUNY. i chal-
lenge all of you here tonight: take care of your alma maters, but
also worry about the Catholic grade schools, the private schools,
the mayor's great schools here that he is trying to do in the city.
(applause) 

this is what is going to help not just New York, but our coun-
try stay on top. and we all want to do that. So i would tell you,
please don't forget the public schools. i promise you, if you do
help us, St. Patrick will welcome you into heaven. 

i'm done. May God bless all our men and women in uniform
tonight all over the world. May God grant lasting peace to our
beloved ireland. May God continue to keep america strong and
free. 

thank you very much. (applause) 
PreSideNt SMitH: John, i think your mother is up in heav-

en saying, "there goes John, one up on Norbert again." Great
remarks! thank you very much. 

Gentlemen, charge your glasses and rise for our third tradi-
tional toast. this is your favorite part. 

"to the United States." 
Gentlemen, be seated. 
it is now my pleasure to introduce our last speaker of the

evening, Senator John McCain. (applause) 
the senator will respond to the toast “to the United States.” 
Senator McCain, you may relax. You are among friends. this

is not tennessee. (laughter) 
i am very indebted to Senator McCain. last october, he spoke

at the 60th annual al Smith dinner. He was such a hit that i
asked him if he would come and honor us by speaking at the
friendly Sons. the senator graciously agreed. then he asked me,
"al, don't you run any dinners in New Hampshire or South
Carolina, ohio, Pennsylvania, florida?" i'm working on it. 

Clearly, Senator McCain is, as the old saying goes, a man who
needs no introduction. but as an admirer of the senator's many
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talents, i do want to interject an observation or two. 
John McCain comes from a long tradition of service to this

country. His grandfather was an admiral in the U.S. Navy. His
father was also an admiral. Senator McCain was probably on
track to become an admiral, but he was shot down in Vietnam in
1968. for the next five years, he suffered torture and deprivation
in communist prisoner camps in Hanoi. when his story gained
prominence, great efforts were made to negotiate his release. in
typical McCain fashion, he refused to be released until the men
who had been captured before him were also freed. 

John McCain left the Navy in 1980, after twenty-two years.
He and his wife Cindy then moved back to their home state of
arizona. after two years, local republicans prevailed upon him
to run for Congress. while campaigning, he was attacked by a
heckler, who challenged that he was an outsider. John McCain
looked straight at that heckler and said, "Mister, the longest i've
lived in one place were those five years in Hanoi." (Standing
ovation) 

Senator McCain's reputation for candor and honesty stands
out in american politics. His campaign bus in the 2000 campaign
was called the Straight talk express. in almost every speech, he
would look directly at the audience and say, "i will never tell you
a lie," and no one has ever accused John McCain of breaking that
promise. (applause) 

we don't have enough time to list even a fraction of Senator
McCain's accomplishments. it is sufficient to note that his credi-
bility with his fellow countrymen is so strong that the democrats
tried to recruit this leading republican to run for vice president. 

Gentlemen, it is a special privilege for me to present to you a
true american hero, Senator John McCain. (applause) 

SeNator JoHN MCCaiN: thank you very much, al.
thank you very much. thank you, al, for that kind and generous
introduction. thank you for all you do in carrying on a wonder-
ful family tradition. thank you for that kind introduction. 

it's better than the one i received at the Scottsdale rotary Club
last week, where the guy said, "Here's the latest dope from
washington, Senator John McCain." 

i thank you, al, for that. 
i was walking through the lobby here, and a guy says, "Hey,

did anybody ever tell you, you look a lot like Senator McCain?" 
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i said, "Yes." 
He said, "doesn't it just make you mad as hell?" (laughter) 
Mayor bloomberg, thank you for the great job you do for the

city of New York. (applause) 
i can't help but tell you a story about when i was elected to

succeed barry Goldwater in 1987. by the way, that night, when i
was elected – barry was my campaign chairman – he got a little
nostalgic, and he said, "You know, John, if i had been elected
president in 1964 and defeated lyndon Johnson, you would never
have spent all those years in a North Vietnamese prison camp." 

i said, "You're right, barry. it would have been a Chinese
prison camp." (laughter) 

He was not amused by that. 
a woman named Marcella Peters, president of our republican

women's Club, my chairman in Chandler, arizona – in 1987, at
midnight one night, after i had been a senator for a short time, the
phone rang. 

i said, "Marcella." 
She said, "Yes. John, i have this terrible problem." 
i said, "what is it?" 
She said, "they're changing the garbage pickup in front of my

home from tuesday morning to thursday morning. i've got
republican women's Club meeting on wednesday night. i've got
meetings on thursday morning." 

we talked for about twenty minutes, and finally i said, "You
know, Marcella, you might want to call the mayor of Chandler
and discuss this issue with him." 

She said, "oh, no, i wouldn't want to bother an important man
like that with an issue this trivial." (laughter) 

being with admiral ryan reminds me of an experience i had
a long time ago, just before i got out of the Navy. i was over at
the officer's Club in San diego, at the bar, having a Coca-Cola,
as most fighter pilots do. i noticed that standing next to me was
a very old, senile-looking guy. (in fact, he looked a lot like al
Smith.) i noticed that he was wearing one stripe on his sleeve,
which is, as you know, the ensign, the lowest rank you can attain
in the Navy. 

i said, "How long were you in the Navy?" 
He said, "thirty-seven years." 
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i said, "and you were never promoted?" 
He said, "No." 
i said, "why?" 
He said, "i was based at the first squadron at Guadalcanal,

Henderson field. every single night at Guadalcanal, one
Japanese – they called him washing Machine Charlie – would fly
over our field. the siren would go off. we'd have to get out of our
tents, get in the airplane, start the engine, sit there, and pretty
soon the all-clear siren would go off, because it was just old
washing Machine Charlie. So i wasn't getting any sleep. the
food was lousy. 

"i went out in the jungle and i caught this monkey. i trained
this monkey. when the siren went off, he'd come out of the jun-
gle, get into my airplane, start the engine, sit there, and the all-
clear siren would go off and he'd shut down the engine in my air-
plane and go back into the jungle. it was wonderful. i was sleep-
ing like a baby every night. 

"Sure enough, one night it wasn't washing Machine Charlie. it
was a real Japanese air raid. i came out of my tent just in time to
see that monkey taking off in my airplane." 

i said, "well, i can certainly see why you were not promoted." 
He said, "that's not what makes me mad. the monkey retired

as an admiral last week." (laughter) 
Many of you have mentioned to me about a possible candida-

cy for president of the United States. (Cheers) 
i want to ask your sympathy for the families of arizona –

where, by the way, we have so little water, the trees chase the
dogs. but barry Goldwater, from arizona, ran for president of the
United States. Morris Udall, from arizona, ran for president of
the United States. bruce babbitt, from arizona, ran for president
of the United States. i, from arizona, ran for president of the
United States. 

arizona may be the only state in america where mothers don't
tell their children that someday they can grow up and be president
of the United States. (laughter) 

Some of you may know that there was some conversation in
the last campaign about me being vice president of the United
States. it wasn't clear which party, but there was some conversa-
tion about it. 
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i was on Jay leno, and he said, "Senator, what's this about you
being vice president?" 

i said, "You know, Jay, i spent all those years in a North
Vietnamese prison camp, kept in the dark, fed scraps. why the
hell would i want to do that all over again?" (laughter) 

anyway, following admiral ryan, i feel a bit like Zsa Zsa
Gabor's fifth husband, who, on their wedding night, said, "i know
what i'm supposed to do. i just don't know how to make it inter-
esting." 

that's a cute line. it goes over best, i find, at republican
women's Club meetings, and i use it fairly often. (laughter) 

one night in washington, i was the fifth speaker in line. i got
up and i said, "i feel like Zsa Zsa Gabor's fifth husband," dada
dada dada. the speaker who followed me immediately was
Senator John warner. (laughter) 

He was not amused. 
it's a great privilege for me to be here with you tonight, with

the friendly Sons of St. Patrick. as you well know, it is the 222nd
anniversary. i am told your first dinner occurred just two years
after the very first St. Patrick's day Parade in New York, when
even the most venerable of you here tonight must have been quite
young. to tell you the truth, i haven't seen this many old men
gathered together since i last lined up outside the men's room at
P.J. Clarke's. i understand it's customary to tell a couple of irish
jokes, so i will proceed. remember that i am Scotch-irish. 

Sergeant Costello and Private Slattery were patrolling the
streets in a town near the border. there was a 9:00 curfew in
place. Suddenly, Slattery sees a man strolling down a lane and he
shoots him. 

"Slattery!" Costello shouts. "why did you shoot that man? it's
only 8:45." 

"i know where he lived," Private Slattery answered, “and he
would never have made it by 9:00." (laughter) 

two irishmen were arguing in a pub over how to handle their
wives. one of them, o'Malley, told his friend Sheehan, "My wife
once asked me for a new coat, and i told her, 'No, you old cow,
you.'" 

"what did she say in return?" Sheehan asked. 
"Not a thing," said o'Malley. "i saw nothing of her again for
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three weeks." 
"is that so?" his friend responded. 
"'tis," said o'Malley. "but on the fourth week, i could just see

a bit out of my right eye." (laughter) 
two irishmen, Seamus and Sean, were drinking in a New

York City saloon, each at one end of a long bar. after several
pints, Seamus decides he'll be sociable and join Sean at the other
end of the bar. 

"where are you from?" Seamus asks. 
"ireland," Sean replies. 
"Same as i," says Seamus. "where in ireland?" 
"dublin," says Sean. 
"You don't say," Seamus responds. "i'm from dublin." 
"when did you come over?" Sean asks. 
"1962," replies Seamus. 
"i don't believe it," says Sean. "i came over the same year." 
"where did you go to school?" Seamus inquires. 
"St. Mary's," says Sean. 
“i went to St. Mary's, too," Seamus practically shouts. "what

year did you graduate?" 
"1960," Sean tells him. 
"i as well," says a dumbstruck and very pleased Seamus. 
the two new best friends started patting each other on the

back, buying each other pints, remembering mutual acquaintanc-
es, and making a heck of a racket, when a new group of patrons
enters the saloon. 

one of them asks the bartender, "what's going on with those
two fellows?" 

"ah, nothing," he says. "it's just the o’Connor twins getting
drunk again." (laughter) 

My earliest known ancestors were Scots. one branch from the
Macdonald clan, a cantankerous and restless bunch, came down
from the Highlands to immigrate to america shortly after our
war for independence. another branch from the lamont clan,
equally cantankerous and restless, fought on the losing side dur-
ing england's Great rebellion. in 1646, they were defeated in
battle by the forces of archibald Campbell, the 8th duke of



49

argyll, and a Cromwell man. with her husband and family patri-
arch in prison and knowing that neither the Campbells nor
Cromwell were forgiving men, my great-great-great-great-grand-
mother and her four sons fled in an open boat across the irish Sea.
they settled in County antrim, where they are reported to have
lived peacefully– if you can believe that – for two generations
before grandchild Hugh Young left ireland for Virginia. 

thus, i can honestly claim irish ancestry and not just on St.
Patrick's day and accept my family's share of the credit due to the
multitudes of irish americans whose toil and courage and pas-
sion have shaped america's character in greatness. 

on a side note, Hugh's sons, John and tom, fought a brief
skirmish with indians in 1764. tom was, unfortunately, killed
and scalped. John, a captain in the augusta County militia and a
future officer on General washington's staff, would not suffer the
insult quietly. He tracked the killers for three days, fought them
again, killed a number of them, and retrieved his brother's scalp. 

that story and what i know about my ancestors' other exploits
sometimes causes me to wonder about that claim to have once
lived peaceably in County antrim. our peaceful side has never
been our most prominent feature. but who knows? No doubt
every family is capable of producing one or two disappointing
generations. 

i understand that i am proposing a toast to our country. i am
honored to do it. the United States, the greatest experiment in
human history – powerful, prosperous, inventive, striving, madly
in love with its liberty, hopeful, generous, and good – has been
the ideal of my life. i've always loved her, but it wasn't until i lost
america for a time that i realized how much i love her. 

i love what i missed most from my life at home: my family
and friends, the sights and sounds of my country, sports, music,
information, the endless variety of americans, with our many dif-
ferent origins, but all sharing the same fundamental characteris-
tics – our hustle and purposefulness, our fervent independence,
our hopefulness, and our confidence that we could make of our
industry and talents a better life than we had begun, a better coun-
try than we had inherited. 

i missed all of it, but i still carried, as all americans do, her
ideals in the habits of my heart. because they were all i possessed
of my country, i cherished them all the more. Most of all – most
of all – i cherished the honor of being a citizen of the country that
was the last best hope of mankind, the great welcoming refuge of
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those who sought escape from tyranny and despair. 
theodore roosevelt has always been one of my favorite pres-

idents. 
He didn't care much for what he called "hyphenated

americanism." He believed immigrants owed their primary alle-
giance to american ideals and to the symbols, habits, and con-
sciousness of american citizenship. roosevelt's intense and fer-
vent nationalism often ignored the important contributions to
american art, industry, language, and politics the immigrant
brought with him from the old world that has made american
life so distinct and so much richer than that of other nations. 

but he was equally emphatic that "know-nothingism," in any
form, is as utterly un-american as foreignism. immigrants are
entitled to equal justice under the law and all the rights and
respect that descendants of america's oldest families enjoy.
(applause) 

"it is a base outrage," he wrote, "to oppose a man because of
his religion or birthplace." (applause) 

irish immigrants to america certainly knew what he meant.
they endured terrible cruelty and injustice. "No irish need
apply," they read, next to signs that read, "No dogs allowed."
they were ridiculed by stereotypes that they were lazy, stupid,
drunk, and crooked. their faith was despised. their loyalty to our
country was suspect. it was a cold welcome they usually received
when, driven by famine and injustice, they came to the land of
dreams and opportunity, tried to grasp the lowest rung of the lad-
der and rise. and rise they did. 

they worked as servants and menial laborers. they built our
canals and railroads and bridges and cathedrals. they policed our
streets, put out our fires, and fought our wars. irish americans
filled the majority of the ranks of thirty-six Union regiments.
More medals of honor have been bestowed on irish americans
than americans of any other descent. (applause) 

Still, they were ostracized by americans who believed that
only those with longer native pedigrees – excluding indians, of
course – were true patriots. that they shared american ideals and
dreamt american dreams and loved this country was not enough
to change the hearts of some. that they came here not to make a
new ireland, but to build better lives and, in the process, a better
america did not persuade the know-nothings to open the door to
them. So they opened it themselves. 



51

they educated our children, treated our sick, wrote our litera-
ture and music, became officers of our courts, university profes-
sors, leaders of commerce and labor, mayors and governors and
presidents. as they rose, they became indispensable to america's
rise to greatness – an indisputable fact, best dramatized on the
day an irish american became the first man to place his foot on
the surface of the moon. (applause) 

of course, today those unpleasant early realities of the irish
immigrant experience in the five Points and South boston and
elsewhere seem long, long ago, a distant memory clouded by a
quaint and colorful and imagined history of charming irish maids
and bartenders, cops and prizefighters. today everyone wears
green on St. Patrick's day. 

but also in america today, 11 million people who came here
illegally live partly in the shadows of our cities and towns and
rural communities. 

they harvest our crops, tend our gardens, work in our restau-
rants, and clean our houses. they came, as others before them
came, to grasp the lowest rung of the american ladder of oppor-
tunity, to work the jobs others won't, and by virtue of their own
industry and dreams, to rise and build better lives for their fami-
lies and a better america. (applause) 

Some americans believe that we must find all these millions,
round them up, and send them back to the countries they came
from. i don't know how you would do that, and i don't know why
you would want to. (applause) 

Yes, in this post-9/11 era, america must enforce its borders.
there are people who wish to come here to do us harm, and we
must vigilantly guard against them, spend whatever it takes,
devote as much manpower to the task as necessary. but we must
also find some way to separate those who have come here for the
same reasons every immigrant has come here from those who are
driven here by their hate for us and our ideals. we must concen-
trate our resources on the latter and persuade the former to come
out from the shadows. we won't be able to persuade them if all
we offer is a guarded escort back to the place of hopelessness and
injustice that they have fled. 

why not say to those undocumented workers who are work-
ing the jobs that the rest of us refuse, "Come out from the shad-
ows. earn your citizenship in this country. You broke the law to
come here, so you must go to the back of the line. Pay a fine. Stay
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employed. learn our language. Pay our taxes. obey our laws.
earn the right to be an american." (applause) 

riayan tejada immigrated to New York from the dominican
republic. He came with two dreams. He said, "to become an
american citizen and to serve in the United States Marine
Corps." He willingly accepted the obligations of american citi-
zenship before he possessed all the rights of an american. Staff
Sergeant tejada, from washington Heights by way of the
dominican republic, the father of two young daughters, died in
an ambush in baghdad on May 14,2004. Cardinal egan presided
at his funeral. 

He had never fulfilled his first dream, to become a naturalized
american citizen, but he loved this country so much that he gave
his life to defend her. 

right now, at this very moment, as we share this pleasant din-
ner, they are fighting for us in iraq and afghanistan, soldiers who
are not yet american citizens, but who have dreamed that dream
and have risked their lives to defend it. 

they should make us proud, not selfish, to be americans.
(applause) 

they came to grasp the lowest rung of the ladder, and they
intend to rise. let them rise. let them rise. we'll be better for it.
(applause) 

So, my friends, on this fine feast of St. Patrick, i offer this
toast to america – blessed, bountiful, beautiful america, the land
of hope and opportunity, the land of the immigrants' dreams.
long may she remain so. 

thank you very much. (applause) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, Senator McCain, for those

wonderful remarks. they may even hear them in iowa or New
Hampshire. 

Gentlemen, you've been a great audience. i hope you've
enjoyed this as much as i have. Please rise for the singing of the
National anthem. 

(Singing of the National anthem) 
Gentlemen, our 222nd anniversary dinner stands adjourned. 
Gentlemen, go home. 
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reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at 

the Princeton Club 
New York, New York 

May 1, 2006 

the regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick of the City of New York held on Monday,
May 1, 2006, at the Princeton Club, New York City was called to
order by the President of the Society, alfred e. Smith, iV. 

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, if i may
have your attention, please. 

if i may ask father John McVeigh, pastor emeritus, St. anne’s
Parish, las Vegas – reverend Monsignor McVeigh. i just demot-
ed you, i’m sorry. 

MoNSiGNor JoHN MCVeiGH: let us pray: 
Heavenly father, once again we find ourselves in your divine

presence, and we thank you for this gathering, for this fraternity
of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick. we certainly pray for our
nation during these very difficult times. we ask that the spirit
might motivate our own executives, the executives of all foreign
countries, all who are involved. especially, we are mindful of the
members of our armed forces, wherever they may be serving, that
they may be free from harm’s way. we ask this. we ask you to
bless this food which we are about to receive from your bounty,
through Christ our lord, amen. 

PreSideNt SMitH: Please enjoy your dinner. 
(dinner is served) 

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, i found the Glee Club. 
Gentlemen, please take your seats. is everybody happy

tonight? 
big change. let’s hear it. (applause) 
i want to thank Mark Codd. let’s hear it for Mark Codd.

Mark, great job. thank you very much. (applause) 
i call this meeting to order. i will ask our Glee Club to now

sing “Hail to the friendly Sons.” 
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(Performance by Glee Club) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. 
Unless there are any objections, i ask our Secretary, ray

teatum, to read the minutes of the last meeting 
SeCretarY raYMoNd C. teatUM: My notes are in the

elevator at the Yale Club. (laughter) 
PreSideNt SMitH: ray, in the future, i’ll tell the jokes. 
i recognize our treasurer, John Queenan, to report on the peri-

od ending april 30, 2006. 
treaSUrer JoHN M. QUeeNaN: President Smith and

my fellow members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the
period ending april 30, 2006, is as follows: 

income and reserve funds, cash on hand as of december 31,
2005, was $386,101. receipts since our last stated meeting on
January 9 have been $734,632. our disbursements for the same
period have totaled $320,012, leaving cash available and on
deposit in checking and money market accounts of the Society, as
of april 30, totaling $800,721. 

i have to mention that the receipts include the dinner, which
still has to be paid for. the disbursements included $155,000 in
travel contributions that were made. 

with respect to the Society’s permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of april 30 is $1,779,837. 

Gentlemen, that concludes my report. 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, John. 
i ask for a motion to accept the treasurer’s report as rendered.

(a motion was moved and seconded.) 
all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
all opposed? (No response) 
God, i love you guys. 
it is my sad duty to report the names of the members who have

passed away since our last meeting: 
James Moriarty, terence r. flynn, Herbert Goodwin, and

dennis Mcinerney. 
a committee will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials

to be published in our yearbook. if you know any of the deceased
members, please contact our historian, Hank white. 
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i ask you now to stand and observe a moment of silence for
our deceased members. all rise. 

thank you, gentlemen. 
i now recognize tom Sullivan, Chairman of the Committee on

Charities, who will report on our consulate receptions. 
CHairMaN tHoMaS H. SUlliVaN: thank you, Mr.

President, fellow friendly Sons. 
the Charity Committee met following the allocation of funds

for our distribution at the November meeting. we met on
december 13, 2005 and identified forty-six grant recipients. as
has usually been the case, this year as well there were far more
applicants and worthy causes that we considered. we identified
forty-six from among those and allocated a total of $156,500,
which has been distributed to those various charitable causes. 

this year, for the first time, we had a grants awards ceremony
that was held at the invitation of the Consul-General at the irish
Consulate over on Park a venue. at the ceremony, fourteen of the
grant recipients were awarded their stipends in person. we were
very happy with the event and hope to be able to repeat it in
future years. we thought it went very well and was received very
well. we got some very good press in the newspapers on behalf
of the friendly Sons. we hope to do that further in the future. 

thank you very much. 
PreSideNt SMitH: tom, thank you. and i want to thank

you for that “Mr. President.” i wish my great-grandfather could
hear that. but more than likely, we won’t hear it at the Princeton
Club. Maybe down at St. James on the lower east Side.
(laughter) 

i now recognize tim kenny, Chairman of the admissions
Committee. Stick with that “Mr. President,” tim. it has a nice
ring to it. 

CHairMaN tiMotHY M. keNNY: the admissions
Committee met on april 25, 2006, and recommends the election
of the following individuals to active membership: 

Joseph P. Gehegan, robert V. Mendelsohn, Jonathan reilly,
Mark S. Campisano, dennis M. Sullivan, robert e. Pedersen,
declan long, Cornwall C. Martin, Peter J. fitzpatrick, terence
Scanlin, brian f. Moore, Martin J. Nolan, John P. lavin, Sr.,
Michael McGuire, John e. feeney, daniel M. Hickey, John l.
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kershaw, Michael J. Henehen, John o’dea, Neil bernard
Gallagher, Joseph leonard ford, Stephen Glenn dignam,
Stephen J. Storen, Stanley dean Heisler, kieran P. Holohan. 

the Committee also recommends that the following be trans-
ferred to life: 

robert J. Gomprecht, thomas C. Hills, Mark a. Malloy,
thomas b. Mitchell, doren a. Mullen, James k. Munelli, Gerald
G. reidy, Sean t. o’brien, and John a. Coleman, iii. 

PreSideNt SMitH: a couple of those life members are
actually alive, which i think is great. (laughter) i know John
Coleman, iii is, for sure. 

Gentlemen, i move the report of the admissions Committee
be approved as stated. Second? 

VoiCeS: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
all opposed? (No response) 
Good job, guys. 
at the annual election, which will be held in November, the

following members are nominated to serve on the Nomination
Committee: Mr. william Cronin, Mr. tim reynolds, Mr. John
fitzSimons, Mr. John Coleman (that “alive” life member), Peter
Scales, Pat Mclaughlin, and Mr. John walton. 

Unless there are further nominations, i instruct the Secretary
to cast one ballot for the election of the Nominating Committee. 

Second? 
all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
Good. You guys are on a roll. 
New business. the next order of business is consideration of

a vote on a proposal to amend the Society’s bylaws as follows. 
breakdown of the changes in the bylaws: 
Membership shall include citizens of the United States and/or

legal residents of the United States. 
annual dues and initiation fees shall be raised from $150 to

$175. 
at the discretion of the board of officers, one-half of the ini-

tiation fee shall be paid when the application for membership is
filed with the Secretary. Upon election to membership, the sec-
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ond half of the initiation fee of $175 will be paid. 
life membership application will be raised from $350 to

$400. 
the Nominating Committee, no fewer than seven members

and no more than ten members. 
the board of officers may direct the treasurer to set aside

from Society income that which they determine to be income in
connection with the operation of the Society. 

if you followed that, you’re a better man than i am. 
the board of Stewards shall consist of no fewer than seven

and no more than ten members, with the President – that being
al Smith – appointing a chairman. 

the admissions Committee shall consist of no fewer than
nine members and no more than twelve members. 

the Charities Committee shall consist of no fewer than seven
and no more than ten members. 

the Society may appropriate monies or other monies received
by the Society at the stated meeting. 

the suggested changes have been posted with the Secretary
and the Committee on accounts and the finance Committee.
these will be mailed out to you and voted in November. 

May i have a vote on the suggested changes? 
(a motion was made and seconded.) 

VoiCe: one question. 
PreSideNt SMitH: Yes, sir? 
VoiCe: Can we remove the word “legal” from in front of

“residents”? 
VoiCe: we have “citizens.” why do we need “legal resi-

dents” as well? 
PreSideNt SMitH: i can’t hear you. 
VoiCe: why do we need “legal residents” as well as “citi-

zens”? 
PreSideNt SMitH: for instance, if the ambassador to

ireland was a legal resident. 
VoiCe: are you going to check? 
PreSideNt SMitH: You can have that job if you like. i’m
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not going to have it. (laughter) 
all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
all opposed? (No response) 
thank you. Good question, though. 
tonight it’s my pleasure to introduce kevin Sheekey, who is

the deputy Mayor for Governmental affairs in the City of New
York. kevin hails from washington, d.C. He worked for daniel
Patrick Moynihan for five years. He has been with the mayor –
actually, you counseled the mayor not to run. is that right? 

VoiCe: and failed. 
PreSideNt SMitH: and failed. kevin actually left the

administration to run the republican National Convention in
2003. 

He is a force to be reckoned with, as you read in an article in
the New York Times about two or three weeks ago – those of you
who read the Times. there are probably nine guys here who read
the Times. 

kevin is married, with four-year-old twins. 
i think we’re really lucky to have him here tonight. deputy

Mayor kevin Sheekey. 
dePUtY MaYor keViN SHeekeY: My name’s kevin

Sheekey. i want to thank al Smith for having me here. 
i also want to say a precaution. bill Cunningham is in the

room, who is someone i’ve worked with now for, i think, eight-
een years. So if bill stands up at some point and starts screaming,
“that’s not true,” i want to let you know who he is. 

i have to tell you, my grandfather would be about as proud of
me standing up here as anything else i’ve done, short of meeting
the Pope. 

bill, i thought about that. Can i tell the Pope story? 
Mr. CUNNiNGHaM: only if you tell them how you con-

signed me to hell by lying to the Pope. 
dePUtY MaYor SHeekeY: we’ll let it sneak out. 
i do work for the mayor. i went to work for Mike bloomberg

after leaving Capitol Hill. i was Pat Moynihan’s chief of staff,
worked for him for five years. it was the best job i ever had. but
after ten years of battlefield promotions on Capitol Hill, i needed
to get out. i found a cushy corporate job working for bloomberg
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lP, a great billionaire boss. My life was wine and roses. i had a
401(k). it was a retirement job, as i like to call it. 

He had this notion of running for mayor. i spent two years try-
ing to talk him out of that – ultimately, obviously unsuccessful. i
begged bill to join the campaign, and he did. we were both suc-
cessful enough that i was fired from my corporate job and rehired
at half the pay by the city. basically, it has been like al Smith pat-
ting me on my back every night since then and saying, “boy,
great job.” My wife has never thanked me for that accomplish-
ment. 

we did live in washington. My wife had twins seven days
after 9/11, living in d.C. i was not there, having been up here
with bill running the campaign. i’d go home to d.C. every friday
night and see my wife. She would say, “ifhe wins, i’m not mov-
ing to New York,” and i’d say, “Come on, we’re not going to
win” (laughter) 

She was quite literally the only person in the room on election
night at b.b. king’s on 42nd Street with tears in her eyes – tears
of sorrow, i suppose. 

i want to talk about some stuff going on in the city and the
bloomberg administration. 

bill, can i tell the Pope story, though? why not? 
i’m going to ask the members of the clergy to forgive me now. 
i was a young kid working for Pat Moynihan. it was great

working for Moynihan, because you could really do whatever
you wanted. You got a lot of leeway. i was going to go to italy
with my then-girlfriend, soon-to-be wife. (i want to mention
that.) i had a good friend, John Calvelli, whom some people may
know, works up at the bronx Zoo now, who had gone with his
boss, eliot engel. they had seen the Pope. He had a photo. 

the Holy father does two things. i believe the tradition con-
tinues. 

they do a Mass on what i believe is a wednesday and a larg-
er event on a thursday in St. Peter’s Square. i thought maybe i’d
be lucky enough to get close enough at least to take a photo from
a distance. i called a friend of mine who worked at the State
department and said, “listen, i’m going to be in italy. they do
these things in rome, and i wonder if i might get on the list.” She
said, “i’ll call the embassy in rome. i know the person there. i’ll
tell them that you’re important and they should take care of you.” 
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we spent about seven days in italy. we ended up in rome. 
tickets were at the hotel for us when we arrived. we were

only going to be there one day. we arrived the night before. that
morning, we took our tickets. of course, you wanted to get there
early. we showed up about two hours early with these tickets. we
were walking through St. Peter’s Square. they had set it up with
all the chairs outside in St. Peter’s Square for the normal
thursday event. 

i assumed there must be something smaller on the inside that
they were going to. we started moving our way in, and in my bro-
ken italian, i kept saying, “Dove? Dove,” “where? where?”
People kept pushing us through. we got closer and closer to a
stage, which had 30,000 seats – a large stage, with a chair, quite
clearly, for the Holy father, maybe 200 lucky people on either
side of the stage, seats for dignitaries facing the Pope maybe
twenty feet away. 

finally, we found someone who had a robe and some medals
and quite clearly knew what he was doing. i said, “Dove?” in
perfect english, he said, “follow me.” i turned to my girlfriend –
my wife, as i mentioned – and they moved us through. we
walked right up on stage. it was the first row of seats, right there
in front of the seat where the Holy father would sit – maybe
twenty feet away, the closest you could possibly get. He looked
at the tickets. they had numbers on them. He said, “Your seats
are here and here.” 

i had no idea that, in fact, we would be this important. i took
my backpack off my shoulder and shoved it under the chair. and
we sat down, in an empty St. Peter’s Square for two hours, as we
watched people file in. 

finally, the crowd filled up. it was very surprising for me to
see that it was a very celebratory mood – almost like a soccer
game. People were there; it was a pilgrimage. Very excited, peo-
ple from all over the world. 

eventually, people started showing up in our rows. the fami-
ly to my left was what i assumed must be the first family of
Holland. they spoke dutch. they had a son who was studying
for the priesthood. to my right could only be described as eddie
Murphy’s parents from Coming to America. the king had a lion
sort of thrown over this way, and the queen had a big headdress. 

i noticed then that people were bringing things. the king from
“Mubatu” or wherever had a large chest that had been brought to
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one side of the stage. i noticed that the family from Holland had
brought a statue of the Madonna and child. i turned to my wife
and i said, “i think we need to make an offering.” She said,
“what do you mean?” i said, “the only things i have are these
scented key chains. what do you think?” She said, “i don’t think
the Pope carries keys.” So we put it aside. 

the Holy father did come. He moved through the crowd, and
people went crazy. He got up on stage. they had about a two-
hour Mass. He was as close to me as maybe that second sign
down there. there were a number of cardinals who had shown up
as well. Cardinal law was there among them, on the other side,
reasonably close. 

before it started, a fellow had come along to us with a clip-
board, which made me very nervous. i was thinking, “Maybe this
was a mistake.” He moved down and he got to us and he said,
“who are you, with the backpack.” i said, “kevin Sheekey.” He
said, “oh, the embassy called. thank you for coming,” and he
moved on. 

but after the service was over, this guy with the clipboard
came back and he said to the twenty of us in this row closest,
“Could you stand up now?” He was quite clearly leading us sin-
gle-file around to see the Holy father. 

fortunately, i had brought a sport coat for this. My soon-to-be
wife was wearing a skirt that was almost long enough. the first
family of Holland moved and they spoke, and then they moved
on. we got the signal to come up next. we walked up. i kissed the
ring. the Holy father held my hand. He looked at me. 

the guy behind him said, “this is kevin Sheekey from the
United States.” 

the Holy father, while holding my hand, in the middle of St.
Peter’s Square, said, “You’re very young to be a congressman.”
(laughter) 

i thought to myself – please excuse me – “Christ, i’m in the
middle of St. Peter’s Square. the Pope is holding my hand, and i
am lying to him.” if this isn’t like a Monopoly board – go straight
to jail– i didn’t know what was. 

So i did what any good Catholic would do – i froze. He went
on about what my mission would be as a young congressman and
how i must set an example for Catholics back in the United
States. i can’t say i exactly listened, because thoughts of the var-
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ious levels and how far i would go, and how quickly, were
streaming through my head. 

the Holy father – this being John Paul – spoke eight lan-
guages, maybe nine. He had spoken dutch before us and would
certainly speak “Mubatu” or whatever after us. at some point, he
realized that nothing was coming back from this person. He
looked at the guy behind him like, “i’m speaking english. Maybe
you had the card wrong. Maybe he’s dutch and he doesn’t under-
stand a thing i’m saying.” 

finally, the Holy father said, “i bless you, your family, and all
your friends.” 

the guy behind him gave a little movement like this, and i
moved off. Here was the first family of Holland, and they could
have been sucked up to heaven right away. i just looked at my
wife, “let’s get out of here quick, before we’re found out.” 

i quickly returned to the United States. i grabbed a good friend
who was a Jesuit priest – probably the best place to go. i told him
the story, assuming that this meant eternal damnation. 

He said, “what was the last thing the Holy father did?” 
i said, “He blessed me, my family, and all my friends.” 
He said, “You’ve been cleared.” 
i said, “My God.” 
bill was there for that. Nonetheless, i didn’t actually share the

story with my grandfather. He got the photo which had been
taken. it hung on the wall until the day he died. 

a little bit of stuff about the city. i won’t take long. thank you,
al, for announcing me after you raised the rents here, so to say. i
begged al to mention that he was raising the fees after i spoke,
but that might ruin the performance. 

a little bit about where i’ve been and a little more about
what’s going on in New York right now. 

i spent ten years on Capitol Hill trying to get out. i spent five
years working for Jim Scheuer, whom some people here may
know, a congressman from Queens. i spent five years working for
Pat Moynihan, who taught me about trying to move things along. 

one of my favorite Moynihan stories comes from tim
russert, who i was down in washington with this weekend.
when timmy was working for him in 1977, he walked into Pat
Moynihan’s office one day. You never really got quite to the desk
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with Senator Moynihan. You tried to stay back, as billy will
remember, towards the doorway. You needed kind of a quick exit
sometimes. the senator had the schedule and he picked it up and
he said, “God damn it, tim, this 2:00 meeting, i wanted this in
my office, and it says here it’s in 464 russell.” timmy looked at
who he was with and said, “this is 464 russell, right?” He turned
to him and said, “Yes.” 

So timmy looked over and said, “Senator, i can take care of
that.” 

the senator said, “No, damn it, i will do this myself.” 
He picked up the phone and he got his longtime secretary

eleanor on the phone and he said, “eleanor, i wanted this meet-
ing in my office, but it’s in 464 russell.” He goes, “Uh-huh. oh.
Uh-huh. thank you very much.” 

He hung up the phone, looked back at tim, and said, “well,
i’m glad i took care of that.”(laughter)

that was sort of a day in the life of working for Pat Moynihan. 
i worked with billy on the 2001 campaign, where we entered

not clearly knowing or thinking that we had the best candidate.
we know we had an idea. Mike bloomberg walked into the New
York times three weeks before 9/11 and said, “New York City is
in for tough times, and we need a mayor for tough times.” He was
predicting a recession. Certainly, we got a recession in spades on
September 11. 

but all of us, i think, at least within the campaign – and, i
think, the city – realized that, in fact, we had the right guy, that
we were in for tough times and we needed something different. it
was a very close election. we were certainly helped by a some-
what inept candidate on the other side. but the city collectively
came around Mike bloomberg and said, “this is the guy we want
to take us forward.” 

it has been a remarkable five years. it is too early to think
about, but working down at City Hall, it’s impossible for me not
to think about, every day, what has this meant to the city? Mostly,
what has Mike bloomberg’s job meant here, the mayor’s job
meant here? How has New York City changed? 

You never think about it the first term, because you’re nor-
mally thinking about being reelected, although Mike bloomberg
didn’t. He went from being the most unpopular mayor in New
York City history to winning by a margin that was larger than
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Giuliani’s reelection and just shy of laGuardia. 
but you inevitably get into a second term, as we are now, and

you think, what has changed? what will it mean? what will peo-
ple think back to? 

i want to make an impression on you in terms of how i see it
from the inside and where, maybe, the most important moment of
the first term was, and what that’s meant for how New York City
has changed, at least a little bit. i’m going to focus on the issue
of education. 

rudy Giuliani changed crime. we know that. we know it
because he came in with a very interesting theory. it was based
on something Moynihan talked about a lot. Moynihan wrote a
piece called “defining deviancy down.” it was, at least in part,
based on a broken-windows theory, which is still practiced today
by ray kelly, and rudy Giuliani talks a lot about, which is that
low-level crime matters. when rudy Giuliani came to New York
City, there were probably three times as many murders as there
are in New York today. but rudy said – with bill bratton, who
had come to work with him from boston – he said, “You know
what? we’re going to arrest the squeegee guys. we’re going to
stop people from jumping over the turnstiles. we’re going to send
a message that New York City isn’t lawless.” 

“defining deviancy down” was Moynihan’s way of saying
that we’ve said certain things are okay. by saying that, we’ve
really defined deviancy down. things that were deviant before
are no longer deviant. You allow people to jump the turnstiles.
You allow people to impose on people who are in cars. You do a
whole set of things, which then says that other things are okay,
too, and it creates a mentality. 

rudy Giuliani got that instantly, and he said, “we’re not going
to tolerate it.” and he was attacked. if people can think back to
what it was like in 1993, when rudy went after squeegee guys,
folks said, “don’t go after squeegee guys. Go after the murder-
ers. these poor squeegee guys are just trying to make a living.
don’t go after them. People are getting killed.” rudy said, “No.
we’re going to change the philosophy here. it’s not that we’re not
going to go after killers, but we’re going to send a message of
what’s right and wrong. we’re not going to allow anymore cer-
tain things to be okay. we’re going to say that they’re wrong,
too.” 

today no one argues with that. No one is out there saying,
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“don’t arrest the squeegee guys.” No one is out there saying,
“oh, it’s just a bunch of kids. let them jump the turnstile.” all of
those folks who were out there before who criticized rudy have
essentially been co-opted into the idea that, yes, those were
things that had to happen. 

rudy, quite literally, changed the mentality of a city that, in
turn, has brought down – and we have a former fbi man here –
major crime which the fbi tracks in New York City is down, i
think, 65 percent, in the eight categories they track, since 1993 –
65 percent, in all the major categories, which is a remarkable
thing. 

we have a level of murders in New York City today that we
once thought was impossible. 

Mike bloomberg comes to town. we have addressed the issue
of public safety, although, quite clearly, we want to drive it lower,
and we have. the issue that no one can do anything about is pub-
lic education. around the country, you look at cities, and no one
can do anything about public education. 

Mike bloomberg came to office and he said, “You know
what? Give me control, and then vote me out if i don’t make a
difference” – political suicide, because everyone knows you can’t
do anything. but he was given control. He set about doing some-
thing. the single most important thing he did, and the single most
important day in the first term of Mike bloomberg, was the day
that Mike bloomberg said, “we’re going to end social promo-
tion,” which is the idea that if you don’t pass your test in third
grade, they’re going to pass you to fourth, because they can’t
stigmatize you; they don’t want to hold people back. that was the
mentality. in New York City, it didn’t matter if you passed the test
in third grade; you moved forward. it didn’t matter if you failed
the test in sixth grade; you went to seventh. it basically didn’t
matter until we pushed you out of the system, which is largely
why over 50 percent of the kids weren’t graduating, because no
one ever really tried to stop them in the middle. 

Mike bloomberg said, “You know what? we’re going to end
that.” He announced he was going to do it. the state had created
a panel that would approve major policy changes, but all of them
were appointed by the mayor. it went to the board, and people
went crazy. the union said, “forget it. You can’t do it.” freddy
ferrer showed up at that hearing that night and said, “this is an
outrage. we’re going to stigmatize kids. it’s not going to make
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anything better. You’re going to make those kids worse.” the
place went nuts. 

two of the commissioners that the mayor had said he would
appoint said they weren’t going to vote for it. “we haven’t heard
enough. we’d like to study it,” they said. 

So Mike bloomberg called them up an hour before the meet-
ing and he said, “How do you feel?” 

they said, “well, we’re going to study it. we’re going to vote
and put a consensus together.” 

Mike bloomberg said, “You’re fired.” 
He was viciously attacked that night. it was said to be racial.

it was said to not work. it was said to stigmatize kids. but he said,
“we’re going to do it,” and he fired them. 

You would have thought, the next day, that Mike bloomberg
would never recover from this, because every single constituen-
cy in this city attacked him. but it was the biggest day of the first
term, because you know what? He stood up and he said, “we’re
going to do something,” and he did it. 

You go around today – and this is not that far off, this is only
two  and-a-half years ago now – you can’t find a single person in
this city who will support social promotion – not the union, not
parents, not anyone in the system who had been the supporters.
they’re gone. what happened is, he stopped it, and just like in
crime, what people realized is, “oh, well, wait a minute. if i
expect a kid to pass a test, he’s going to study.” 

the next day, there were literally articles in the New York
Times, sympathetic articles, attacking the mayor, where you had
kids saying, “i’m going to have to cancel my trip to disney
world,” parents complaining that the kids had to study. 

but what happened was, test scores rose. why did test scores
rise? 

by the way, everyone said, “You know what? You’re going to
have twenty-four-year-old kids in fourth grade,” which i think we
have anyway. “they’re not going to go anywhere. You’re going
to have a hugely greater percentage of kids who are going to be
held back. if 10 percent failed the test before, it’s going to be 40
percent now. and what are you going to do? You hold them back
for a year. before long, they’re twenty-four in third grade. what
are you going to do?” 
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Mike bloomberg said, “No. we’re going to get them the help
they need. we’re going to tell them they have to pass the test.
we’re going to tell them they have to go over the summer, and
we’re going to get them the help. and they know they’re going to
have to pass the test.” 

Not a single percentage more failed the test than before – not
a single percentage. Nothing changed. the kids moved on. there
was still a small group of problems kids which were held back for
other reasons, as before. but they all went on, because you told
kids, “You know what? You have to pass,” and kids saw that they
had to do it, and so they did. 

what happened was, instead of the union saying the system
didn’t work anymore, the union stood up during our campaign
and said, “well, we deserve credit for this.” 

by the way, once that happens, the whole thing is changed. 
rudy Giuliani, if you think about it, was always at war with

the cops and the firefighters. but it was never a problem with
rudy because the argument was over who deserved credit. 

You guys are constituents. if the police are saying that the
streets are bloody and we’re not fighting crime, then you have a
question about a mayor. but if the mayor and the cops are fight-
ing over who deserves credit, you’re like, “well, put the mayor
back in office. let them figure that one out.” 

that’s what happened when the unions shifted. when the
unions shifted and said, “we deserve credit,” they said, for all
intents and purposes, “we should reelect Mike bloomberg,”
because i don’t think people really care who deserves credit.
they want to know that the schools are improving. they want to
know that they’re being done well. 

that was the big term. when i look back now at what hap-
pened, just as rudy Giuliani was able to say, “we’re not going to
take it anymore, and we’re going to change public attitudes about
public safety, and in turn, we’re going to change how New York
functions” – and by the way, crime around the country has shot
up. Crime in d.C. has shot up, baltimore, los angeles. it has
continued to come down in New York, because we stuck to that
idea. 

the broken-windows idea, by the way, is, if you have a bro-
ken window in a building, you have to fix it, because if they see
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a broken window, they’re going to think, “You know what? i can
take a rock and i can throw it through that window.” it’s the same
idea with cars. Moynihan said – and ray kelly said this, which
is, we put signs in our cars that say, “No radio,” which is essen-
tially giving up. Moynihan’s point, picking up on broken win-
dows, is that we shouldn’t say that. we should arrest the people
that steal the radios, and we should tell them it’s not okay. 

our solution before rudy was, literally, if your radio got
stolen, it was your fault. “You had a radio in your car? are you
kidding? You live in Manhattan. “ 

there was a great article in the New York Times, which no one
noticed. bill Cunningham picked up on it. it was about three
years ago. the guy that made the “No radio” signs went out of
business. it’s a guy in Upstate New York. He’s out of business.
He made signs that people put in their cars that said, “No radio.”
that’s what changed. 

Now public education has changed. and it’s slow. it’s like
turning around a battleship. it’s going to take time, if only
because you are really taking kids a grade at a time, and it could
take twelve years to get all the way through the system. but that
has changed. People have accepted that. at a minimum, you
don’t have to worry about the next mayor putting it back, because
everyone has seen that you can make that difference. 

when i think about what this mayor has done, i think that’s a
big part of it. 

i think the other part is that the city is doing very well. i think
we’re very lucky. You just look at last week. we’ve talked for
twelve years about getting new baseball stadiums. last week we
inked a deal for two new baseball stadiums. we’ve talked for four
years about getting a deal on Ground Zero, and last week we
inked a deal on Ground Zero. we have improved the schools, but
last week Mike bloomberg announced that we’re going to put
$13 billion into building new schools. we will build more school
seats in the next four years in New York City than they have in
the entirety of washington, d.C. – 65,000 new seats in New York
City. they only have 57,000 kids in the entirety of washington. 

So the city is going extraordinarily well. despite the fact that
i’m making half of what i made when i had this great corporate
job working for Mike bloomberg, the city is going extraordinar-
ily well. i think we’re very lucky to be in the city at this time. i
think New York City is bright. 
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i think there’s going to be a big question about who takes over
next. i think it’s something that New York City really needs to
think about. Have we broken the mold, or will we go back to a
system of, essentially, patronage? 

we have had an independence that we will have enjoyed for
sixteen years. we’ll be very lucky. 

that’s about all i have to say. i want to thank al for inviting
me. 

if anyone has any questions, i’d be happy to take them. other
than that, thank you for having me. 

PreSideNt SMitH: kevin, that was great. two questions,
though. 

is your wife/girlfriend billy Cunningham, by any chance? 
dePUtY MaYor SHeekeY: that story i’m not telling. 
PreSideNt SMitH: You mentioned the smartest thing that

the mayor did. the smartest thing the mayor did was hiring two
irish-Catholic guys like you and Cunningham. You guys are
great. (applause) 

before we get to the Glee Club, we have a very special
moment here tonight. Paul laMedica has decided to retire and
move to florida with his wife Patricia. His retirement will allow
him to work on choral music. 

Paul began his career as director of music at St. teresa’s
Church in woodside, Queens. while there, he established and
conducted the famous St. teresa’s Men’s Choir, which was con-
sidered to be the finest choir in the brooklyn diocese at the time.
at the same time, Paul was also director of the all Hallows High
School in the bronx. He reestablished the famed St. agnes – i’m
sorry, St. agnes Cathedral in rockefeller Center, where he estab-
lished the famed St. agnes Cathedral boys’ Choir. 

Paul was also director of the Malloy College Glee Club and
the fairfield University Glee Club. 

in 1976, Paul began his association with the friendly Sons of
St. Patrick’s Glee Club and served as its associate director until
1987, when he assumed the position of conductor, on the retire-
ment of dr. George Meade, who had conducted the Glee Club for
fifty years. thus, Paul is ending a thirty-year association with the
Glee Club. 

if you could all stand up and give a standing ovation to Paul
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laMedica. (Standing ovation) 
an anonymous member of the friendly Sons has donated a

trip to ireland for Paul and his wife. (applause) 
kevin faughey will begin as our conductor in November. 
let’s hear it for kevin. (applause) 
Paul, if you could come up and conduct us. 
dr. PaUl d. laMediCa: thank you, Mr. President. 
i would just like to thank the parent body for all their gen-

erosity and kindness to me over the years, and to the membership
of the Society for your support and enthusiasm for the Glee Club.
to the men in the Glee Club, i want to thank you all. i’ve been
privileged to work with the finest group of men, right before you.
they are just wonderful. (applause) 

also a very brilliant and talented pianist, david rowe, who
can transpose in any key you ask him to play. (applause) 

this evening we’ll be doing some music that you probably are
all familiar with. it’s like going down memory lane. we’ll be
singing the “o’donnell abu,” an “eriskay love lilt,” “erin, oh
erin,” and “follow Me down to Carlow,” and then we’ll proba-
bly end with “the lost Chord,” and possibly “a Gaelic
blessing,” to all of you. 

(Glee Club performance) 
dr. laMediCa: traditionally, the last selection is “the lost

Chord,” so we’ll do that this evening. 
(Glee Club performance of “the lost Chord”) 

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, thank you. Paul, thank
you. 

awesome! 
what a great treat. thank you for coming. 
Mark, i think we’ve found a new home. 
thank you. See you soon. 
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reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at 

the Princeton Club 
New York, New York 
November 20, 2006 

the regular Stated Meeting of the Society of the friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick of the City of New York held on Monday,
November 20, 2006, at the Princeton Club, 5 west 44th Street,
New York City was called to order by the President of the
Society, alfred e. Smith, iV. 

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, may i call
to order this meeting? 

we call upon the Glee Club to open the meeting with the
singing of “the Hail of the friendly Sons.” Gentlemen. 

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung.) 
PreSideNt SMitH: well done. thank you, gentlemen.

even though you wouldn’t let me join, you did a good job up
there. 

i would now like to introduce father Jack McVeigh, who is
retired from the diocese of las Vegas – you must have been real-
ly busy out there, huh? He had 3,000 on Saturday afternoon for
confessionals. father is a retired Navy Chaplain. that was one
hell of a tour of duty you had over there in Vegas. He currently
lives now in elizabeth, New Jersey. father, please. 

fatHer JoHN McVeiGH: thank you for the assistance to
this octogenarian. in the name of the father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, amen. 

Heavenly father, once again we find ourselves in Your divine
presence. we appreciate the fact that we come together as mem-
bers of the friendly Sons. 

we thank you for the gift of life. we thank You for this frater-
nity. 

and, as we approach the national day of thanksgiving, we
thank You for all that you have given us as citizens here in the
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United States. 
and also, during these troubled and difficult times, we are

mindful of the members of our armed forces, wherever they may
be serving. we pray for them, that they may be free from harm’s
way. 

and we ask You to bless this food which we are about to
receive from Your bounty, through Christ our lord. amen. 

PreSideNt SMitH: thank you. Gentlemen, enjoy your
meal. 

we will be back shortly with the business part of our program.
thank you. 

CHief Steward Mark b. Codd: Gentlemen, we are
going to start the meal service, but we’ll do that by table. Please,
if you could, just hold your seats until one of the wait staff comes
and signifies it is your tum as a table to move. thank you. 

(dinner is served) 
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, we are going to begin the

fonnal part of our meeting now, because everything is fonnal at
the Princeton Club. 

first, i have a couple of observations and a couple of
announcements and then we’ll move on with our meeting. 

i read with interest last week that the population of the United
States has reached 300 million. in a related article, the population
of Mexico is thirty-eight. i just thought you might be interested
in hearing that. (laughter) 

Number two, did you notice the ties? John Coleman has put a
yeoman’s effort into setting up the friendly Sons tie and bowtie-
and-cummerbund setup. that has been designed by Vineyard
Vines. the costs are going to be roughly $65-to-$70 for the tie
and for the fonnal sets $80-to-$100. You can order online. 

and speaking of online, we urge you all to sign up. i hope i
don’t have to explain to you what a computer is. it’s a little dif-
ferent than a calculator for some of you. the web site has noth-
ing to do with spiders. it’s basically you put your first initial and
your last name. if you have trouble with the spelling, call Jackie
and she will walk you through that. we strongly, strongly encour-
age you to do that. i think we will be a much better Society for it,
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and dinners like this and the big dinner will run a lot smoother.
So let’s have a long round of applause for that idea. (applause) 

Now i would like to recognize ray teatum, who is down thir-
ty pounds – ray, great job – for the reading of the Minutes. 

SeCretarY raYMoNd C. teatUM: in lieu of reading
the minutes, i’d like to ask for a motion to accept them. 

VoiCe: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you. 
ray, you can go back to that cheeseburger now. 
Now i would like to recognize our treasurer, John Queenan.

let’s hear it for John. John actually found ray’s thirty pounds. 
treaSUrer JoHN M. QUeeNaN: President Smith and

my fellow members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the
period ending october 31, 2006 is as follows. 

income and reserve funds: Cash on hand as of april 30, 2006
was $800,721. receipts since our last Stated Meeting on May 1,
2006 have been $89,164, and our disbursements for the same
period, which included $366,000 in anniversary dinner expens-
es, were $458,795, leaving cash available and on deposit in
checking and money market accounts of the Society as of
october 31, 2006 totaling $431,090. 

with respect to the Society’s Permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of october 31st totaled $1,854,000. 

Gentlemen, that concludes my report. 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, John. 
Moved that the treasurer’s report be accepted. all in favor?

(Chorus of ayes) 
anybody against? (No response) 
all right. Good job, John. thank you. 
it is now my sad duty to read the name of a member who has

died since our last meeting, life Member Mortimer Mahoney, Jr.
a committee will be appointed to prepare a suitable memorial in
our Yearbook. Please stand now and observe a moment of
silence. 

(a moment of silence is observed.) 
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thank you, gentlemen. 
i will now give the admissions Committee report because tim

kenny is at large. 
we elected the following individuals at our November 13th

meeting: Patrick Henry barry, donald f. buckley, william J.
burke iii (how about these guys with numbers at the end of their
names? You’ve got to be kidding me), Gavin byrne, Patrick
Crotty, John r. Cullinane iii (another one), eddie dowling, John
Pierce egan, James G. flood, Charles Garland iii (are we just
picking guys from the Princeton Club here?), brian Patrick
Guiney, John Vincent Heffernan, Stephen Hellmuth, Matthew w.
Hogan, rev. barry Christopher Howard, Carl f. Hughes, Stephen
John kelleher Jr., william P. kennedy, Michael S. McCarthy,
Peter H. McManus, Mark donahue Monahan, Matthew Guiney
Moylan, Sean Patrick dorney, thomas d. Quinn, and timothy S.
Susanin. 

the Committee also recommends the following be transferred
to life: thomas Curtin, James doherty, John Goodwin, Michael
Harrigan, James Mcivor, John Neary, robert o’Neill, william
reilly, and william ryan. 

i move that the gentlemen recommended by the Committee be
accepted. do i have a second? 

VoiCe: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
So moved. 
i now call on tom Sullivan. 
CHairMaN tHoMaS H. SUlliVaN: Mr. President, fel-

low members of the friendly Sons, the Charity Committee has
once again identified a number of charitable causes that we feel
are worthy of your attention and whom we would like to consid-
er. this year we would ask for an allocation from the funds of the
Society in the sum of $200,000. 

May i have a motion for that? 
VoiCe: So moved. 
CHairMaN SUlliVaN: Second? 
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VoiCe: Second. 
CHairMaN SUlliVaN: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
thank you very much. 
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, tom. 
Now i’ve got a long one here. in accordance with the Society

bylaws, the annual election of officers is to take place at this
meeting. the report of the Nominating Committee, which was
appointed at the May Meeting, was mailed to the membership
together with the notice for this meeting. 

i now recognize John fitzSimons, the Chairman of the
Nominating Committee, to come up. 

forMer PreSideNt JoHN fitZSiMoNS: Good
evening, gentlemen. 

the Nominating Committee met on September 20th and nom-
inated the following individuals for officers to be voted on at this
meeting: for President, alfred e. Smith, iV. 

PreSideNt SMitH: No numbers. 
forMer PreSideNt fitZSiMoNS: for first Vice

President, brian M. Murphy; for Second Vice President, thomas
M. o’brien; for treasurer, John M. Queenan; for Secretary,
raymond C. teatum; for almoner, John a. brennan; for
Historian, brian G. andersson. respectfully submitted. 

PreSideNt SMitH: a motion to accept the Nominating
Committee? 

VoiCe: So moved. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
So moved. thank you, John fitzSimons Vi. 
New business. the next order of business is consideration of

a proposal to amend the bylaws. 
“Section 9: the Committee on finance shall consist of no less

than three or more than five members other than the officers
appointed by the President one of whom shall be designed as
Chairman. the Committee shall be responsible for the invest-
ment of the Society’s funds in accordance with investment poli-
cy adopted by the board of officers. 
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“with the approval of the President of the Society, the
Committee may engage in investment advisory, investment man-
agement services, and the cost thereof may be paid from the
funds in such investment accounts.” 

this stuff is fascinating. 
“the Committee shall keep the members informed as to the

investments for which it is responsible on the first day of May
and November of each year and at such times.” 

it is further understood that article 7, Section 3, be amended
as follows: 

“Securities in the Permanent fund shall be kept in a custodi-
an or a similar account in such bank, trust company, or other enti-
ty as the board of officers designate.” 

i will entertain any discussion on the proposed amendments. 
Yes, sir? 
VoiCe: we’re not going to get involved in hedge funds? 
PreSideNt SMitH: No, definitely not. we do hedges.

we’re from ireland, you know. the gentleman over here asked if
we were getting involved in hedge funds. 

are there any other silly questions? 
i will now entertain a motion to accept or reject the proposed

amendments. 
VoiCe: So moved. 
PreSideNt SMitH: Second? 
VoiCe: Second. 
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes) 
this dinner is a business meeting, so we do not have a speak-

er. but we are fortunate to have the Glee Club, who will entertain
us tonight. Mr. kevin faughey and the Glee Club, please come
up. we welcome you. Gentlemen, thank you very much. 

the business meeting is adjourned. 
Mr. keViN faUGHeY: Good evening, gentlemen. this

evening the Glee Club will be presenting a short program. the
first song we will be singing will be by Victor Herbert; we will
sing “the New ireland”; then we will sing “o’donnell aboo!,”
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which is the Clan Connell war song, also arranged by Victor
Herbert; then we will sing “the boys of wexford”; Jerry
lenahan will sing a solo, “it’s almost like being in love;” and
we will end with “america the beautiful.” 

we know you will enjoy this program tonight, gentlemen. it is
a short program. thank you very much for staying and listening
to the Club. 

(Glee Club sang “the New ireland,” “o’donnell aboo!,” 
“the boys of wexford.”) (applause) 

Mr. Gerard leNaHaN: Gentlemen, i would like to sing
“almost like being in love” from “brigadoon.” we all wish
that. 

(Solo: Jerry lenahan sings “it’s almost like being in love”) 
(Glee Club sings “america the beautiful”) 

(applause) 
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, before you leave, please

rise for the National anthem. 
(the National anthem was sung.) 

PreSideNt SMitH: let’s hear it for the Glee Club. 
Gentlemen, have a safe trip home and we’ll see you January

8th. 
thank you very much. 
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he Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick in
the City of New York held its regular Stated
Meeting on January 8, 2007 with the Society’s
79th president, alfred e. Smith, iV, presiding.
President Smith welcomed all to the Princeton
Club at 15 west 43rd Street as the Society’s new

meeting venue. treasurer John M. Queenan reported that the
Society’s finances were in excellent condition and that the
Committee on Charity had distributed $217,500 to fifty one char-
itable organizations during the Christmas season. President
Smith then introduced the guest speaker for the evening, the
noted author, raconteur and playwright, Malachy McCourt. Mr.
McCourt recalled with humor growing up in ireland and his per-
sonal views on america.

the Society held its two Hundred and twenty-third
anniversary dinner on March 16, 2007 in the Grand ballroom of
the Sheraton New York Hotel and towers with two thousand
members and guests in attendance. the room was decorated with
green wall hangings, a large illuminated replica of a membership
medallion was positioned on one wall and the Society’s historic
painting of its patron, St. Patrick, was flanked by the flags of the
United States, eire, the State of New York, the City of New York,
and the Vatican City State. Carnations of green and white and
boutonnieres decorated the table. the President of the Society,
past presidents, representatives of other ancient societies and
other distinguished guests were seated on the dais.

the Glee Club opened the festivities with the traditional
singing of the ‘Hail of the friendly Sons” and provided enter-
tainment throughout the evening with songs by former president
Victor Herbert. President Smith welcomed the members and
guests and introduced His eminence edward Cardinal egan who
delivered the invocation. the actor, producer, screenwriter and
author, Gabriel byrne responded to the toast to “the day we
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Celebrate.” President Smith introduced Senator robert P. Casey,
Jr. Pennsylvania who responded to the toast “to the “United
States.”

at the regular Stated Meeting held on May 7, 2007, President
Smith introduced Congressman Joseph Crowley who represents
portions of Queens and the bronx who spoke about his upbring-
ing as an irish american, undocumented persons, and his views
of various political contests.

the annual Meeting on November 19, 2007 at the Princeton
Club and the slate of officers recommended by the nominating
committee, which was chaired by former president John H.
fitzSimons, was elected unanimously. the new president will be
brian M. Murphy. President alfred e.Smith iV thanked all for
their support and encouragement during his term of office. the
evening then concluded with several selections from the Glee
Club.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

the production of the 2006/2007 Yearbook was assisted great-
ly by the efforts of robert J. reilly, thomas a. brennan, and
brian G. andersson, each of whom reviewed the text and sug-
gested revisions. the very able assistance of Jackie McCarthy in
the friendly Sons’ office was greatly appreciated as well as the
invaluable assistance and guidance of Patty downes in the
Yearbook’s formatting and production.



83

reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at

the Princeton Club
New York, New York

January 8, 2007

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, if i could
have your attention, please, we’re going to start the evening with
me putting my glasses on and the Glee Club, to begin the meet-
ing, singing of “the Hail of the friendly Sons.” 

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung by the Glee Club.)
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. 
Please remain standing for the invocation by father Mark

o’Connell, Parochial Victor of St. Peter’s Church, belleville,
New Jersey. father?

fr. o’CoNNell: in the name of the father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, amen. lord God, we thank You for bring-
ing us together. we thank You for the friendship that we share.
we pray that your Spirit may inspire us to have the same dedica-
tion to your Son as St. Patrick had. we also ask You to bless the
food which we are about to receive from Your bountiful hands,
through Christ our lord. amen. in the name of the father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen.

PreSideNt SMitH: Please sit down and enjoy your dinner.
after dinner, we’ll have the formal part of our meeting. we’ll
hear from the great Malachy McCourt. thank you.

(dinner break)
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, please take your seats. i

turned around, and my dinner partner, Malachy, was not there. i
got nervous. He showed up. i said, “where were you?”  He said,
“i was just out shaking hands with the unemployed.”  He was in
the men’s room. (laughter)

Unless there are any objections, we will dispense with the roll
call. Not hearing any, i move on.
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at this time, i recognize the Society’s Secretary, ray teatum,
for the purpose of reading the minutes of the November Meeting.
ray?

treaSUrer JoHN M. QUeeNaN: Mr. President, they
didn’t come yet so we don’t have them. do you mind if we put
them off?

VoiCe: Second it.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor?

(Chorus of ayes)
PreSideNt SMitH: is that typical ray teatum, “we don’t

have them?”  ray is here. were you fed ex’ed here, ray? So i
can skip this part about dispensing with the reading of the min-
utes.

Now i would like to recognize the Society’s treasurer, John
Queenan, for the purpose of rendering his report. 

treaSUrer QUeeNaN: President Smith and my fellow
members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the period
ending december 31, 2006 is as follows.

income and reserve funds: Cash on hand as of october 31,
2006 was $431,090. receipts since our last Stated Meeting,
which was on November 20th, have been $34,252, and our dis-
bursements for the same period were $80,393, leaving cash avail-
able and on deposit in checking and money market accounts of
the Society as of december 31, 2006 totaling $384,949.

with respect to the Society’s Permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of december 31, 2006 totaled
$1,893,814.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report.
PreSideNt SMitH: i move that the treasurer’s report be

accepted. is there a second?
VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
So moved. thank you, gentlemen.
at this time, it is my sad duty to report the names of our mem-

bers who have passed away since our November meeting: James
a. Verlin, robert J. Callagy, anthony Sposato, robert f.



85

Gomprecht, and rev. John t. fagan. i ask that everybody rise and
stand for a moment of silence.

(Moment of silence observed.)
thank you, gentlemen.
a committee will be appointed to do a suitable memorial for

each gentleman.
i’d like to ask our treasurer now, John Queenan, to render the

report of the Charity Committee in place of Committee chairman
tom Sullivan, who is not here. 

treaSUrer QUeeNaN: the Committee on Charities met
on december 12th to discuss the allocation of the $200,000 that
was approved by the membership at the annual Meeting held on
November 20th. in addition, a $37,500 carryover from last year’s
allocation was included in the Committee’s consideration.

i am pleased to report that the Committee approved grants
totaling $217,500 to fifty-one charitable organizations, leaving
$20,000 available for disbursement consideration later in the
year.

thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: i’d like to add tom Sullivan has done

a great job on the Charity Committee. let’s hear a warm round of
applause for tom Sullivan.

do i have a motion to accept the report?
VoiCe: So moved.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
PreSideNt SMitH: So moved. thank you.
i would at this time like to entertain a motion to allocate the

usual contribution to the Society’s Glee Club.
all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
PreSideNt SMitH: So moved.
Now i’m going to take a few minutes. Can you raise your

hand if you have registered online with the friendly Sons?
(Show of hands.)

PreSideNt SMitH: i’ve never seen so many liars in one
place in my entire life. (laughter)
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this isn’t the UJa.
Now, will everybody please register online, and tell a friend,

and have them tell a friend, and tell a friend? it would make our
life so much easier.

is there anyone here who doesn’t know what a computer is?
raise your hand. 

(Show of hands.)
the same amount of people who didn’t raise their hand

before. 
but it would help us greatly if everybody got your name

online, paid your dues online, reported that you’d be here online.
this is kind of a new thing. Most of you guys probably don’t
have a cell phone either. well anyway, i guess enough said. i
worked enough last time.

if you have any questions about how to get online, you can
call Jackie McCarthy on your rotary phone at the friendly Sons
and she will assist you getting online.

Now it is my pleasure, after telling you to get online, to intro-
duce our speaker for the evening. Malachy McCourt was born in
brooklyn. from the age of three, he was educated in limerick. a
very undistinguished academic career, plus the need to eat, led
him to leave school at the age of thirteen and to begin work in
ireland and england as a laborer. He returned to the land of his
birth at the age of twenty and again worked at manual tasks, such
as longshoreman, truck loader, dishwasher, until he became an
actor. that career took him to broadway, off-broadway, and
regional theater. 

due to a heavy schedule of writing books, signings, public
appearances, Malachy had to take a sabbatical from the acting
trade, but is now back, after appearing in five movies — “Happy
Hour,” “Guru of Sex,” “Gods and Generals,” and “ash
wednesday,” plus a running part in the Hbo movie series “oz.”

as well as being coauthor of the play “a Couple of
blaguards” with his brother frank, Malachy has written his own
New York Times bestseller memoir, A Monk Swimming, and his
memoir, Singing My Him Song, now out in paperback. 

that’s all well and good, but Malachy was this close to being
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governor of the State of New York, a subject that i know a little
something about. the count finally came in yesterday: eliot
Spitzer, 3 million; Malachy McCourt 42,000. it was a nail-biter.
but i did do some research on that 42,000, and actually noticed
that there were 42,000 incidents of mental illness in New York
State this year. So there may or may not have been some correla-
tion to that. but it came to 1 percent of the vote and 1 percent of
the population is mentally ill. Malachy, i don’t know if that
makes any sense.

but i actually was up at the inauguration. My body was in
albany. My heart was with Malachy McCourt.

ladies and gentlemen, the great Malachy McCourt. 
Mr. McCoUrt: thank you very much, al. 
i’m very glad to be here. i’m very glad to be anywhere at any

given time. the mantra is “any day above ground is a good one.”
So stay on the right side of the grass.

People are always talking about grassroots movements. i say
corpses and worms see grassroots. Start at the top. that’s my
idea.

when al asked me to be a speaker here to the friendly Sons
of St. Patrick, speaking of mentally ill, i thought he had taken
leave of his senses. i thought, “don’t you know who you’re ask-
ing — a man who has been called a rabble rouser, a communist,
an anarchist, and all sorts of things like that?”  

and now, in the great tradition of the Smith family, the great
liberal tradition — i say “liberal” because conservatism is a form
of brain damage and no irishman can be conservative without
being schizophrenic — anyway, Patrick Henry did not say, “give
me conservatism or give me death.” He said, “give me liberty,”
which is the root word of liberal. So i want to make that clear.
and if there are any conservatives here tonight, please sit beside
somebody intelligent and they will explain to you what i am say-
ing. 

VoiCe: Say that again.
Mr. McCoUrt: oh, there’s a conservative who wants to

hear it again. ask any irish person, any true irish person.
i was wondering, what in God’s name am i going to say to this
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group of hoary-headed people? i haven’t seen so much snow
since i was in denver a few weeks ago. (laughter)

i was harking back on one is supposed to speak of one’s own
personal experience, and thinking of course about the friendly
Sons of St. Patrick and where he came from, i was thinking:
“Now, what a strange thing. there he is, a bishop and celibate,
and he has all these sons named friendly. what the hell was he
doing?”

of course, his own name was Succat, you see, the family
name. His father’s name was Calphurnius and his mother’s name
was something else (Conchessa). but anyway, she said she was
sure he was hers anyway when she had him.

but anyway, he came to ireland. He didn’t come voluntarily.
Niall of the Nine Hostages brought him over and sold him to
Milchu. He spent about four years herding sheep in the glens of
antrim, the hills of antrim. there he learned to speak the irish.
then, according to legend, he escaped and went to france. His
mother’s uncle was St. Martin of tours. He educated him to the
priesthood. then he went to rome, got to be a bishop, and that’s
where he got the name Patricius. 

then he came back to ireland. because he was able to speak
in the irish language, he was totally accepted. they said, “who is
this strange fellow in this strange garb that can speak our lan-
guage?”  that’s how they accepted him. it goes to prove that lan-
guage does count for a lot.

but he was very clever, you see, because he talked about this
other fellow that he was a disciple of, a fellow named Jesus
Christ, and he talked about what a decent man this Jesus was, a
man who hung out with the guys and lived with his mother —
typical irish — and he went around and he spoke of love, he
spoke of tolerance, he spoke about forgiving your enemies. later
on, another irishman said, “forgive your enemies; it annoys
them.”  that was oscar wilde.

then the irish settled in. they said, “okay, well fine, it sounds
like a good idea.”  but Patrick had the great idea of integrating
irish customs into the religion that he brought with him. they
were doing fine, until 1171, when this other guy, Henry ii, peti-
tioned the Pope, another englishman, named Nicholas
breakspear, adrian iV, to come. He said, “i want permission to
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invade ireland. they have fallen away from the faith and i want
to restore it. and they are in a life of vice and depravity. and also
they have weapons of mass destruction.” (laughter)

which, of course, they did — irish intelligence. they were
scared of that. then they came over there and invaded, and they
have been there ever since. 

they were not there for ten minutes before another whore
comes over and says, “You have to be Protestants now.”  they all
said, “Jesus, can’t you make up your minds?”  and that has been
the way it has been ever since.

but we have tolerated them because we are suckers, you see,
for hospitality. it was the law of the land that you had to extend
hospitality. 

but the other thing was that the interesting thing is that before
St. Patrick there were six invasions of ireland. there were the fir
bholgs, the tuathas, the laighan, and the Melesians, the Celts,
bringing their language, and St. Patrick bringing the latin; then
the Norse people came bringing their language; the Normans
came over and they brought their language; then the english
came with theirs. the irish just absolutely took that language and
made it a thing of incredible beauty. before they got their hands
on it, it was such a flat, idiotic sort of language, of absolutely no
worth at all. So the irish got a hold of it, and it was like, as one
writer said, one critic when talking about irish playwrights, he
said:

“the english language brings out the best in the irish. they
court it like a beautiful woman. they make it bray with donkey
laughter. they hurl it at the sky like paint pots full of rainbow col-
ors, and then they make it chant a dirge for man’s fate and man’s
follies that is as mournful as misty spring rain crying over the fal-
low earth. rarely has a people paid the lavish compliment and
taken the subtle revenge of turning its oppressor’s speech into
sorcery.” (T.E. Kalem on Brendan Behan’s 1958 play Borstal
Boy”). 

i’ll accept that. and so they have, you see. in america, in the
United States, people are afraid to use the language in case of
being thought pedantic. and also, there is the pejorative thing
which a lot of people put on irish, which is if an englishman
speaks well, he is eloquent; an irishman speaks well — “ah,
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you’ve got the gift of the gab” or “you must have kissed the
blarney Stone.”  well, as far as “gift of gab,” if you look it up in
the dictionary, it means inconsequential words of no significance.
So you can take that one and shove it up your arse. So i won’t
accept that.

i just tell people, “don’t put that one on me. it’s no gift at all.
if we have a gift, if we can speak the language, and we ought to
use it, and we are perfectly entitled to do that.”

Growing up there was — the ireland of today — tim and
myself were talking earlier on about how things have changed,
because he just came back from there. it was misery. it was mis-
ery growing up there. it was death and disease and despair —
quite joyful, mind you, because when you don’t die yourself,
you’re fine.

actually, the great thing about ireland is that people do die
there. but death in ireland is not always fatal, because you keep
them alive with words and song and everything else. of course,
here people do not die — they “pass along,” they’re “gone,” they
“leave us,” they’re “at rest,” “at peace with the lord,” “joined the
heavenly choir,” they’ve “passed away.” My favorite is “he
passed.”  what? and who’s going to clean it up?

then you have on the highways they don’t allow you to die —
“no passing” they say. So i’m going to go there and go up and
down forevermore. You can join me and we will live forever.
(laughter)

but it was the joy in language and the laughter that we had.
we had our politicians, who were almost as stupid as the ones
that are extant — but i don’t want to get into politics really,
because i’m an environmentalist. we need more trees and less
bushes, i think.

we had people in limerick. there was one character. You see,
i abhor and abjure jokes. they interrupt conversations and then it
leaves a dead silence. we all say, “ha, ha, ha,” laugh at the joke,
and then try to think, “what am i going to say?”  So we did not
tell jokes. we told stories. our own experiences are far more
interesting than any joke that we hear on leno or letterman or
any of the others, because they all come in threes, and they are
inevitable, and the punch line comes on the third entry into the
arena. So we should avoid jokes and tell stories. i like those very
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much.
we had a character. we had a bunch of characters, people in

limerick, who were extremely funny people. they would be
called functionally illiterate in this society, as possibly i might be
considered myself because i don’t have a formal education. i
know nothing about grammar and nothing about arithmetic or
any of that sort of stuff. i always have to ask what they are talk-
ing about if people refer to verbs or nouns. i thought dangling
participles were some sort of a sexual deviancy. (laughter)

i was reminded there was a fellow, a very pedantic old fart, in
limerick, standing and waiting for a bus, all dressed up in his suit
and his gold chain and cane and bowler hat. 

a little kid, somebody like out of the slums, like myself, came
up to him and said, “what time is the next bus at?” 

He said, “Never end a sentence with a preposition.”  
the kid said, “what time is the next bus at, fuck-face?”

(laughter)
So i had to find out what a preposition was. i thought it was

something i had said to my wife when i asked her to marry me,
you see. but anyway, that’s the sort of thing that did indeed go
on.

Now, here’s what i’m saying about language. People do get
upset about language, at what they call “bad” language. Now, in
my opinion there is no such thing as bad language; there is only
bad usage. there are 500,000 words in the language, and it is my
ambition to use them all, and it is my feeling God wouldn’t have
made them if he didn’t mean them to be used. You know, like
muscles, they lose their efficacy if you don’t use them. 

So you can with impunity here, with this Puritanism that our
society is imbued with, say “hate” and “kill” with impunity, but
you can’t say “fuck.”  they’ve gone cuckoo. like bono when he
got his award, his Grammy, he said, “fuckin’ brilliant,” right?
and they went crazy. the fCC is fining people all over the place.
what is that? we know what “hate” means, we know the two
most awful words in the language; but “fuck,” what does it
mean?

if you look at a bunch of children’s shows, you see chickens
going all over the place saying, “fuck, fuck, fuck, fuck, fuck,
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fuck.”  right? they don’t fine them for that, you know. So it gets
crazier and crazier and crazier. anyway, it’s intent, anyway, in so
many cases.

but anyway, we used to have these folks in limerick, and they
were very, very funny people. we had one particular man, named
Gurky McMann, who claimed to have commanded the Gurkha
rifles in india. of course, he’d never stepped out of limerick.
but, you see, you must never let the truth get in the way of a good
story. 

So Gurky was often up before Judge Hurley for having a few
drinks and misbehaving. the judge was also fond of the drink, so
he was very sympathetic to those who were brought up on those
charges. So Gurky is up before him. the judge can’t quite see
who is there. He is a bit bleary and his head is hurting. 

He said to this figure in front of him,” Have you ever been up
before me previously?”  

“i dunno,” said Gurky, “what time do you get up, sir?”  
“ah, it’s you, i see. were you drunk again?”
“ah, not at all,” he said. “i only had the one drink.”
“and where did you have that?”
“about two dozen places, sir.”
“and what brought you here this morning?”
“two policemen, sir.”
“drunk, i suppose?”
“oh, yes sir, both of them.”
“Case dismissed.”
Gurky was very fond of the drink. but he also was a bit of a

con man. He’d go around limerick looking for tourists to sell
them fake antiques. He’d always go for the lovely english
tourists. they’re lovely people, the brits. You know, their gov-
ernments suck, but they’re fine. but you can spot the english
tourists. they have that look to them (demonstrating). they look
like squirrels in search of nuts, you see.

So Gurky goes up this fellow and says, “are you interested in
antiques?”
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“oh, yes, sir, very much so.”
He said, “Come with me.”
So Gurky brought him down to this lane, opened the door, and

inside on the wall he had this large sheet of extremely rough
sandpaper. He launched into a paean of praise for this work of art
that had just been rescued from under the pyramids, smuggled
into ireland, and he was the only one in possession, and the
englishman would do grave injustice to posterity if he didn’t pur-
chase it. He sold him that sheet of rough sandpaper for £100 on
the basis that it was an antique map of the Sahara desert.

So Gurky, of course, had to get out of town, because the Garda
Siochana, the police, were getting wise to him. off he goes to
england. He had to do manual labor there. Now, he had always
thought manual labor was the Spanish ambassador. 

So he is going home from work, and he’s filthy and dirty,
tired, thirsty, and miserable. He’s standing because it’s rush hour.
No seats on the bus, except there’s an englishman seated down
there, and right beside him he has his dog. Gurky is complaining
about a bloody dog occupying a seat and he has paid his fare. 

then the conductor said to the englishman, “would you kind-
ly put your dog on your lap so this man can sit down?”

the englishman said, “it’s a sad day for england when a dog
has to give up its seat to an irishman.”

So Gurky sat down. Not wanting to continue this civil war and
to ameliorate the situation, he said to the englishman, “what
class of a dog would that be, what breed?”

the englishman, not giving an inch, said, “it’s a cross
between an irishman and a baboon.”

“is that so?” says Gurky. “bejesus, he’s related to the both of
us.” (laughter)

You could not top Gurky.
they say, of course — i don’t know whether language and use

of it, or humor, is genetic, but his aunt was a very famous woman,
named annie Cunningham. annie lived to be a hundred. She
reached a century in 1987. the president of ireland always sends
a gift of ireland and a telegram of congratulations to the person
who has reached that great age. So that brings the press down,
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asking banal and idiotic questions. 
for example, “to what do you owe the fact that you’ve

reached the age of a hundred?”
“to the fact that i was born in 1887.”
“You married?”
“Yes. i’ve buried two husbands.” 
“How was that?”
“they were dead.”
“and do you have children?”
“indeed i do. i have hundreds of children, twenty grandchil-

dren i think, and twenty-seven great-grandchildren,” and so on
and so forth.

“Have you ever been ill?”
“Never been sick a day in me life. Never been to the hospital.

Never, never, never been sick at all.”
“So you have never been bedridden?”
“indeed i was, thousands of times, and two times in a row-

boat.” (laughter)
So that was the family. 
there was a case there that concerned Gurky, where a German

in limerick was brought up on drunken driving charges. He
either could not or would not speak english. So finally, in exas-
peration, the judge said, “is there anybody in the court who can
speak German?”

apparently, Gurky was in the back and put his hand up. He
said, “i can speak German, sir.”

the judge said, “You can?”
“indeed i can, sir.”
“Come up here,” said the judge. “You can speak German? are

you sure?”
“indeed i can, sir.”
He said, “Go over there and ask the defendant his name.”
So Gurky goes over, leans on the railing in front of the defen-

dant’s box, fixes the German with a glare, and he says, “Vot is
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your name?”  He’d seen all those movies, you see. 
So, in the spirit of irish justice, the German got off and Gurky

got seven days for contempt. (laughter)
So that was part of that.
but then i talked about our politicians. we had a man named

dan bourke, who was the mayor of limerick for so many years.
He was the kind of a man that we used to go up and — we didn’t
have any kind of artificial entertainment, so we went to hear the
politicians. this man was funnier than Quayle or bush or any of
them put together because he mangled the language so beautiful-
ly. 

i’ll give you an example. i asked people if he actually said the
thing that he was reputed to have said, and they all swore. So here
is an idea:

“ladies and gentlemen and fellow patriots, welcome to this
extinguished assembly. let me reiterate what i’m about to say. i
see before me faces that are not here and hope that those who are
absent will take particular note of my words today. i also miss
some of the old faces i used to shake hands with. i see before me
faces that i thought were dead and buried faces, but thanks be to
God they’re alive and voting faces, though, mind you, too many
living people is not good business for the funeral undertakers of
limerick who have little children who need shoes too. and that’s
what i’m here to talk to you about, is the poor and the problem of
shoes.

“Now, the poor has always been with me, the poor has always
been behind me, the poor has always voted for me, every man,
woman, and child. So it is my fond hope that you will remain
poor. i promise that when i am reelected again i will put shoes on
all the poor footless children of limerick. 

“it is not the poor that tells the lies about me. oh no, it is those
snobs above in the hill. they have spread scandal about me. they
have spread libel about me. they have even made allegations. i
ask you, where are those scandalizers, where are those libelers,
where are those alligators? 

“they even say that if i were hanged for my intelligence, i
would die completely innocent. that is a lie. indeed, half of the
lies they tell about me are not true, and the other three-quarters
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are exaggerated. for i did my bit for ireland, and i see before me
men standing who died for ireland, and they’re walking around
without jobs. and i am going to do something about that, because
i myself died for ireland, and if necessary i will die again and
again until i am dead entirely. 

“and i promise that when i am elected i will build public lava-
tories the length and breadth of limerick. and not alone will we
build urinals for the men; we will construct arsenals for the
women. i thank you.” (laughter)

So what did you need for television or anything else when you
had that sort of entertainment?

anyway, life indeed was that — and, of course, the tragedies.
one of the things, of course, that happened coming back to
america, the land of hope — for us anyway, having been born
here, that gave us that right of return. it was a very fortunate thing
for us, because we had no other way of doing it, anybody to claim
us over here.

the reason we left New York and america was because my
sister had died here. when we got to ireland, my two brothers,
twin boys, died. eleven of my classmates died actually. when we
asked my mother where our sister Margaret Mary was buried, she
couldn’t remember. 

we said, “was there a funeral?”  
She said, “i don’t know. i think the doctor took her, because

she was only a little baby.”
So my son, Connor, who was on the NYPd, a sergeant, did

some investigating. we found out that my sister Margaret Mary
was buried in a pauper’s grave in Queens with twenty-four other
little babies. He found that. Some very decent family had erected
a monument to all the kids who were there. You could put a
plaque into a slot with your family member’s name. 

So we all gathered out there — my brother frank, Mike, alfie,
our wives, our children, grandchildren. My wife diana for some
reason had kept some of my mother’s ashes, angela’s ashes, and
so we went there and we sprinkled those ashes on that grave, so
that after sixty-eight years mother and daughter were united in
death, and we think for all eternity, because you think — even
though i’m not too religious, there is a kind of a spiritual quality
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to death and unification and hope for better lives and all of that. 
So this little girl, this little child, was wandering, i think, in the

mists and the fogs and the storms and the rains, wondering
“doesn’t anybody love me? doesn’t anybody care? Nobody
comes to see me. Nobody gives me a thought.”  finally, there is
this unification and there they are, mother and child, in each
other’s arms for the rest of their lives.

i was thinking there at that grave. Your mind goes over what’s
the appropriate thing to say. the only thing i could think of was
the Yeats poem:
“Where dips the rocky highland
Of Sleuth Wood in the lake,
There lies a leafy island
Where flapping herons wake
The drowsy water-rats;
There we’ve hid our faery vats,
Full of berries
And of reddest stolen cherries.
Come away, O human child!
To the waters and the wild
With a faery, hand in hand,
For the world’s more full of weeping than 
you can understand.

“Where the wave of moonlight glosses 
The dim grey sands with light, 
Far off by furthest Rosses 
We foot it all the night, 
Weaving olden dances, 
Mingling hands and mingling glances 
Till the moon has taken flight; 
To and fro we leap 
And chase the frothy bubbles, 
While the world is full of troubles 
And is anxious in its sleep. 

“Where the wandering water gushes 
From the hills above Glen-Car, 
From pools among the rushes 
That scarce could bathe a star, 
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We seek for slumbering trout 
And whispering in their ears 
Give them unquiet dreams; 
While leaning softly out 
From ferns that drop their tears 
O’er the young streams. 
Come away, O human child! 
To the waters and the wild 
With a faery, hand in hand, 
For the world’s more full of weeping than 
you can understand. 

“Away with us he’s going, 
The solemn-eyed. 
He’ll hear no more the lowing 
Of the calves on the warm hillside 
Or the kettle on the hob 
Sing peace into his breast, 
Or see the brown mice bob 
Round and round the oatmeal-chest. 
For he comes, the human child, 
To the waters and the wild 
With a faery, hand in hand, 
From a world more full of weeping than he
can understand.”

(William Butler Yeats, “The Stolen Child”)
So that was one of he nicest things that came out of writing,

coming to america, the opportunity. and, having terrible low
self-esteem, inferiority complex, about being at the lowest rung
of the social ladder, because poverty is a disease and the symp-
toms are fear and shame, and you have those for many, many
years, until, somehow or other, you break out of that and realize
that we’re all God’s kids and we’re here for one reason or anoth-
er — i don’t know what it is, and it really doesn’t matter, because
we are here because we are here.

a very nice thing happened to me. i was in washington a cou-
ple of years ago. My brothers were getting something from
Project Children — i think it was for being alive. i was talking to
the irish Minister for education, Michael woods as he was then,
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and he said, “where did you get your university degree?”  
i said, “i don’t have one of them.”  
He said, “where did you go to secondary school?”  
i said, “i didn’t do that.”  i explained to him that i had failed

this primary certificate, which every kid in ireland takes, and you
can’t go on unless you get it. So i failed it because i was bloody
stupid in school. So i left and went to work at thirteen.

anyway, he said, “How did you get to write best-selling books
and things like that?”

i said, “well, i read a lot and i rearranged the words and wrote
them down.”  that’s what writing is all about, you see. So if any-
body is thinking of writing, that’s all there is to it, you see.

a few weeks later, the irish ambassador, Sean o’Hagan, a
good friend of tim’s, rang me up to say that the irish department
of education at the behest of the Minister were about to do some-
thing that had never been done in the history of irish education:
they were awarding me an honorary grade-school certificate.
that’s the only academic thing i ever got in my whole life, so i’m
on my way.

anyway, i’m done. i always like to finish with a song. the
Glee Club, oh my God, i’m so glad you’re here, because you can
sing and i can’t, and i’ll prove it. 

(Singing:)
Oh, the summertime is coming,
And the trees are sweetly blooming
And the while mountain thyme
Grows around the blooming heather
Will you go, lassie, go?)

Sing the song, children:
(Singing with members:
And we’ll all go together
To pluck wild mountain thyme
All around the blooming heather
Will you go, lassie, go?
I will build my love a bower,
By yon crystal fountain,
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And on it I will pile
All the flowers of the mountain.
Will you go, lassie, go?)

Sing the song, children.
(Singing with membership:
And we’ll all go together
To pluck wild mountain thyme
All around the blooming heather.
Will you go, lassie, go?

And if my love should leave,
I would never find another, 
Where the wild mountain thyme
Grows around the blooming heather.
Will you go, lassie, go?)
Sing the song, children.
(Singing with membership:
And we’ll all go together
To pluck wild mountain thyme
All around the blooming heather.
Will you go, lassie, go?)

one more time.

(Singing with membership:
And we’ll all go together
To pluck wild mountain thyme
All around the blooming heather.
Will you go, lassie, go?)

live every day as if it’s going to be your last and one day
you’ll be right. God bless you.

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, you just got the
anniversary dinner for free.

Malachy, that was awesome. one more time, Malachy,
McCourt.

(applause)
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at this point i’d like to turn the evening over to the Glee Club.
Gentlemen, i wish you would sit down and listen to our great
Glee Club. kevin faughey.

Mr. faUGHeY: Good evening, gentlemen. Happy New Year
to all of you. 

Mr. McCourt got us started in the right direction. if you notice,
on your tables you will find sheets that contain some words to a
sing-along. i thought perhaps this evening it might be nice for
everyone to sing a few songs together. we’ll be singing “white
Christmas,” and then we’ll sing “the first Noel,” and then “o
Come, all Ye faithful.”  after that, the Glee Club will sing the
“March of the wise Men” by Gaul and then “toyland”; and then
our soloist, don Mulry, will sing “ah, Sweet Mystery of life”;
and the Glee Club will end by singing the “Hallelujah Chorus.”

let’s all sing together a few verses of “white Christmas.”
(Glee Club and membership sang “white Christmas,” “the

first Noel,” “o Come all Ye faithful”)
(Glee Club sang “March of the wise Men” and “toyland.”)
Mr. MUlrY: this is a number that i auditioned back in

february of 1959, when dr. Meade was conducting the Glee
Club. i hope i do a hell of a lot better job this time than i did then.
Go ahead, please.

(Glee Club with don Mulry as soloist sang “ah, Sweet
Mystery of life”)

Mr. faUGHeY: we are going to conclude our program now
with “the Hallelujah Chorus.”

(Glee Club sang “the Hallelujah Chorus”)
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, let’s hear it kevin faughey

and the Glee Club. awesome.
(applause)
this is the biggest attendance we’ve ever had for a quarterly

meeting. if you would all rise now, we can stand up and end with
the National anthem. what a great quarterly meeting. 

i want to thank you all. i want to thank Mark Codd and the
Stewards for doing such a great job. i want to thank my great
friend, Malachy McCourt — awesome. i want to thank tim
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o’Connor for being here, our distinguished irish Consul General.
and now let’s all stand for the National anthem.

God bless you and have a great new year. 
(Glee Club and membership sang “National anthem”)
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen. Safe trip home.

God bless america.
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aNNiVerSarY diNNer
held at

the Sheraton New York Hotel and towers
New York, New York

March 16, 2007

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, please be
seated.

Good evening. thank you, José. 
if you think this is a big dais, keep in mind there are fewer

people on the dais than are running for President of the United
States.

i know that people are still talking about my performance last
year, but, despite what they are saying, i am going to try it again
this year anyway. 

Sit down. i’m losing my patience.
i mentioned to someone that i was going to a dinner that was

223 years old. He said, “the food must be getting pretty stale by
now.” i said, “No, not in comparison to my jokes.”

al Smith, V, sit down. Set an example, please. i’m going to
wait you out.

it is with great pleasure that i welcome you to this
anniversary dinner of the Society of the friendly Sons of St.
Patrick. 

legend has it that Saint Patrick drove the snakes out of
ireland. but i understand it’s also true, that many of them came
to this country and became politicians and lawyers.

there are two kinds of people in the world: those who are
irish and those who wish they were. 

i heard Senator obama wanted to be irish, at least for one day,
so he inserted an apostrophe between the o and the b.
apparently, he doesn’t mind that Hillary Clinton is annoyed with
him. it makes him look like a president. How ironic is this?

at this time, i am going to ask you to stand and join voices
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with the Glee Club in singing “the Hail of the friendly Sons.”
Gentlemen, please stand.

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung by the Glee Club
and participants.)

PreSideNt SMitH: Now, for the offering of the
invocation, i have the honor of presenting to you the archbishop
of New York, His eminence edward Cardinal egan.

CardiNal eGaN: thanks, al, very much.
You know, whenever i come before a group like this, i say two

prayers, al: one to the lord; and another one, the same prayer
that the son of Mr. Guinness prayed when he was about to fall
into a barrel of his father’s finest, “o lord, give me a mouth wor-
thy of this event.”  al, that was meant to be funny, okay?

Now, there is something rather serious i’d like to add that i
hope you’ll understand. i’m very sorry about the difficulties that
have arisen regarding the parade. while the archdiocese does not
have a part in the direction of the parade, as you know, it is an
event for which i have the greatest affection. So i have been seek-
ing contact with Mr. donleavy about this matter for some time. i
sincerely hope that whatever problems there are can be resolved.
we want this parade to continue to be a splendid manifestation of
what’s best in the irish and what’s best in the great City of New
York. So keep that in your prayers as well.

in the name of the father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit,
almighty and eternal father, we place ourselves in your pres-
ence to ask your blessing. 

inspired by the life and virtues of Saint Patrick, we seek Your
loving care for the land of our forefathers. Make it a beacon to the
world — a beacon of justice, understanding, and compassion —
and, o lord, bring it together and keep it strong in its commit-
ment to You and to all the splendid traditions of a nation of poets
and heroes, a nation of courage and faith.

we pray for our own land as well. and our prayer is, above
all, a prayer for peace — peace in our hearts, peace in our streets,
and peace among nations. 

the men and women of our armed forces are in danger at this
very moment in countless corners of this troubled world. bring
them home safely, eternal father. and, as their loved ones
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patiently and prayerfully await them, give those loved ones the
strength to trust in Your holy provenance.

bless our city and all of the towns and villages that surround
it and make it, this noble sector of Your vineyard, a city set on a
mountain to which peoples across the world can look with admi-
ration and esteem.

Care for our families, for those whom we love and those who
love us. 

Make all of us a community that reflects the wonders of the
patron of ireland, the great Saint Patrick, a community firm in its
beliefs, true to its commitments, and ever willing to come to the
aid of those most in need.

for all of this, Heavenly father, we implore Your blessing as
we gratefully accept the food we are now about to receive from
Your gracious bounty.

amen.
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, Your eminence.
let’s try the sit-down routine now. it worked so well the last

time.
we have a lot of fun at this event, but there is also a higher

purpose, and that is fulfilling our role as one of the oldest contin-
uous charitable organizations in america. thanks to your gen-
erosity, and our members for your participation tonight, some
$220,000 in charity funds will be donated this year. that’s some-
thing we can all be proud of.

if generosity is part of our heritage, so are the stories. i came
across one recently that i might share with you tonight. i think
this one is worth it.

it’s about a fellow named Murphy. He showed up at Mass one
Sunday, which shocked the priest, because Murphy had never
been in church his entire life. 

when the service was over, the priest caught up with Murphy
and said, “Murph, i’m so glad you decided to come to Mass. but
what made you come?”

Murphy said, “i’ll be honest with you, father. a while back i
misplaced my hat, and i really, really love that hat. i know that
McGlynn has a hat just like mine. i know he comes to church
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every Sunday. i also know he takes his hat off during Mass and
leaves it in the back of the church. So i was going to sneak out
during Communion and steal McGlynn’s hat.”

the priest said, “well, Murph, i notice you didn’t steal
McGlynn’s hat. So what changed your mind?”

“i decided that i didn’t need to steal that hat after all when i
heard your sermon about the ten Commandments.”

the priest beamed a big smile. “So, Murph, you heard me say
‘thou shalt not steal’ and you decided you’d rather do without
your favorite hat than commit a sin. Murph, that’s wonderful.”

Murphy shook his head. “No, father. when i heard you say
‘thou shalt not commit adultery,’ i remembered where i left my
hat.” (laughter)

i told you it was worth it.
My wife once said the way to keep me quiet is to put food in

my mouth. So you’re probably about ready for me to announce
dinner. let’s enjoy our meal and look forward to an outstanding
evening tonight.

thank you.
(dinner break)

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, one quick announcement.
we do have a dispensation tonight, so enjoy your red meat.

(Musical presentation by Glee Club: “the New ireland,”
“o’donnell aboo,” “the boys of wexford,” “Hymn for Saint
Patrick,” “tho the last Glimpse of erin,” “the Minstrel boy,”
“down by the Sally Garden,” “Come back to erin,” “in dublin’s
fair City,” “the Song of the irish Counties.”)

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, please start wandering
back to your seats. Gentlemen, please be seated.

Paul Crotty, please sit down. i’m going to start naming names
now. Very good. You guys are catching on.

before we start the formal part of the evening, His eminence
has a few words for us. eminence.

CardiNal eGaN: thank you very much.
i had a wee drop of the creature with al. and, incidentally, the

Consul General was very disappointed. i was supposed to say “a
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wee drop of the cratur,” but i’m not quite that irish. i spent twen-
ty-three years in italy. forgive me.

after that little touch of the creature, i had a chance to speak
to our friend, John dunleavy. i told him of my great disappoint-
ment about what has happened. i told him that we all love our
parade. John promised me that all the parties would be getting
together to see that nothing like this ever happens again. 

the archdiocese is not part of the parade, but you know we
love it, and we all love it. and so tomorrow let’s enjoy Saint
Paddy’s day and know that our parades through all the years to
come are going to be with a smile and with the finest and the
greatest in all of us.

thanks.
PreSideNt SMitH: before we move along here, gentle-

men, please turn your cell phones off and your hearing aids on.
if i may have your attention, i call this two Hundred twenty-

third anniversary Society dinner of the City of New York to
order.

a lot of planning and preparation goes into an event like this.
on your behalf, i would like to express our appreciation to sev-
eral participants.

Starting with the board of Stewards. the board is led by
Mark Codd. Mark, we are very grateful for your efforts. Stand up,
Mark. Mark, you’ve done a yeoman’s job.

a tip of the hat also to the board of officers and the Past
Presidents, who have worked so hard and so long to ensure an
outstanding night. thank you very much.

if i were a waiter with a bunch of champagne bottles, i’d get
rid of them real quick.

with that wonderful meal under our belts, we express our
appreciation to the Sheraton’s banquet Manager and fellow
Member ed kane, as well as to all the captains, chefs, and wait
staff. thank you, eddie.

i really want you to clap on this one. Special thanks to our
office assistant, Jackie McCarthy, who worked single-handedly
in the office to help organize what is the City’s largest annual din-
ner. Jackie, great job.
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and of course we are grateful to the Glee Club of the friendly
Sons. i wanted to audition for them, providing i could do it where
i do my best singing, but i couldn’t convince them to stand out-
side my shower. anyway, the fact that i don’t sing assures that
this ninety-three-year old group directed by kevin faughey will
have a ninety-fourth year. let’s hear it for the Glee Club.

i am starting to lose you a little bit. Come back to me here. i
don’t like this side at all. i don’t like this side. let’s hear it for this
side.

time does not allow me to acknowledge personally every out-
standing guest on the dais, but i want to mention a few. 

again, His eminence, edward Cardinal egan. 
Governor Spitzer had to leave early tonight to attend his

weekly assertiveness training classes. i think he’s going to get an
a.

Mayor Michael bloomberg. it looks like this guy could be a
president someday, huh?

reverend Joseph o’Hare.
and, of course, i would be remiss if i didn’t acknowledge the

fifty-first Governor of New York, a man who did so much for
New York City and New York State, and the best Governor this
state has ever had, the Honorable Hugh l. Carey.

the most irish person in this room, the Honorable edward l.
koch. it looks like bloomberg has a running mate here.

we are also pleased to be joined tonight by several Past
Presidents of the friendly Sons, as well as people representing
various societies and organizations. Gentlemen, thank you.

Now onward we go. at this time, gentlemen, i’ll ask you to
charge your glasses and stand for the first of our three traditional
toasts.

to the President of the United States.
(toast to the President)

Please be seated. thank you. You guys got to get this sitting
and standing down. Now i think this side is acting up. Please sit
down or help them sit down, whoever they are. 

in a world increasingly complex and pressured, the irish still
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know how to put things in perspective. this came to light when
a singer, Julio iglesias, and soccer star Shane brennan were being
interviewed on a british tV show. at one point, Mr. iglesias used
the word “mañana.”  the host of the show asked him to explain
the meaning of the word. 

He said, “it means maybe the job will be done tomorrow,
maybe the next day, maybe the day after that, perhaps next week,
next month, or next year. who cares?”

the host then turned to Mr. brennan and asked him if there
was an equivalent word in irish. Mr. brennan replied, “No. in
ireland we don’t have a term to describe that degree of urgency.”

ireland is a country not often noted on the world’s radar dur-
ing these tumultuous times, but its significance is beyond pro-
portion to its size. i am reminded of the words President kennedy
spoke forty-four years ago when he addressed the irish
Parliament. 

He said, “the world owes much to the five-feet-high nations
as ireland.”  He said, “the greatest art in the world was the work
of such nations. Heroic deeds that thrill humanity through gener-
ations were the deeds of little nations fighting for their freedom.
and, oh yes, the salvation of mankind came through a little
nation.”  

President kennedy continued: “ireland has never been a rich
or powerful country, and yet, since its earliest times, its influence
on the world has been rich and powerful. No larger nation did
more to spark the cause of independence in america, and indeed
around the world, than ireland. and no larger nation has ever pro-
vided the world with more literary and artistic genius.”

He went on to say: “the problems of the world cannot possi-
bly be solved by skeptics or cynics, whose horizons are limited
by the obvious horizons. we need people who can dream of
things that never were and ask ‘why not?’  it is that quality in the
irish — that remarkable combination of hope, confidence, and
imagination — that is needed now more than ever.”

Perhaps, like me, you are struck by how applicable these
words are to current times.

Gentlemen, if you would again charge your glasses and please
rise, we’ll move on to our second traditional toast.
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to the day we celebrate.
(toast to Saint Patrick’s day)

Gentlemen, please be seated.
to respond to our toast i’m pleased to introduce a distin-

guished irish actor. i might mention that our other speaker tonight
is a politician. So one is from a country that originated the word
“blarney” and the other is a profession that makes liberal use of
it.

as a resident of brooklyn, Gabriel byrne hails from dublin.
the first of six offspring born to devoutly roman Catholic par-
ents, he studied archaeology and linguistics at University College
dublin and worked in archaeology for a long time after leaving
UCd. a man of many talents, he also worked as a cook, a bull-
fighter, and a schoolteacher. but he always maintained a love of
language. when ireland’s national irish-language television sta-
tion began broadcasting, Gabriel wrote the first drama it aired.

He embraced acting at age twenty-nine, beginning his stage
career with the focus theatre and the abbey theatre in dublin.
building on his success in those venues, he later joined london’s
royal National theatre. after reaching stardom on two irish tV
series, “the riordans” and its spin-off “bracken,” he made his
movie debut in 1981. the role was a memorable one, playing
lord Uther in the epic king arthur classic “excalibur.”

Gabriel has won three acting awards: the Jacob’s award for
best actor in a tV Series for “bracken,” the theatre world
award for “Moon for the Misbegotten,” and the outstanding
award for irish Culture for “wild Geese.”

He wrote an autobiography in 1995, called Pictures in my
Head. His latest project is an Hbo series, called “in treatment.”

Gabriel has been quoted as saying he doesn’t like to be
described as “brooding,” so i’ll avoid that adjective. However,
brooding is what we’d be doing if he were not able to join us here
tonight. 

fellow friendly Sons, please rise and join me in a warm wel-
come for one of ireland’s greatest exports, the very accom-
plished, multitalented Gabriel byrne. 

Mr. bYrNe: i’ve never been in a group of so many men
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before. it’s kind of scary.
i don’t usually speak in public, and if i do i don’t speak from

any kind of prepared speech. i hope you will be a little indulgent
with me tonight. i just wanted to talk about a couple of things that
occurred to me over the last couple of days, being the holiday that
is in it, the celebration of Saint Patrick, our national saint.

there are many things that i could say about america and
ireland and the history that we share. it occurred me while i was
talking to a friend of mine some months ago that it is debatable
that the history of the world would be different if it hadn’t been
for the irish contribution to american life and culture. the histo-
ry of american culture would be different if it hadn’t been for the
irish immigrants who came here. the history of ireland would be
different, and, as a result, the history of europe.

it is fair to say that we have changed the world in the last 150
years. a hundred and fifty years ago, we were a country that
spoke Gaelic. when the first immigrants arrived in this country,
one of the things that struck me was, reading one of the letters
from one of the immigrants back to their people in ireland, they
had no concept when they got on the boat that they were irish.
they were people who came from town lands, they came from
villages, they came from mountains, and they came from places
by the river, but they did not have any concept of themselves as
a tribe, of being irish. when they came to america, they became
irish. in 150 years, we not only learned to speak a different lan-
guage, but we redefined the cultural map of the world. 

look at some of the great artistic contributions to the twenti-
eth century and the late nineteenth century, apart from the won-
derful and amazing and complex and really beautiful irish litera-
ture that we have contributed up until that time, with the advent
of people like oscar wilde, richard brinsley Sheridan, william
Congreve, James Joyce, w.b. Yeats, brian friel.

Somebody said to oscar wilde what did he think was the
greatest contribution that irish artists had made to the english
language. He said, “we took a language that was not ours, we
imbued it with beauty and we gave it back to the world immea-
surably richer.”

Yeats changed the nature of twentieth-century poetry. Samuel
beckett changed the nature of twentieth-century irish theater.
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George bernard Shaw changed the nature of polemic theater.
those names are an incredible sense of pride to me when i think
about where i am from. 

My own journey began in a small village, really, in ireland, in
kildare, where i was very fortunate to experience the last of
probably the nineteenth-century way of life, though i didn’t real-
ize it at the time.

My aunt had a small house in the country. every so often, a
man would come to that house, and the people from all around
that area came to listen to this man. this man was a storyteller.
the kinds of stories that he was telling were stories that were
thousands of years old. i didn’t realize it at the time. to me they
were just stories that i heard. but he was a repository of every-
thing that was wise and philosophical and beautiful about our
heritage. He would sit by the fire. the people from the village
would crowd around on the stairways and on chairs and on every
available space to listen to this man talk.

one of the great things about the irish is that they are able to
combine a sense of mythology with verisimilitude. So he would
begin his stories by saying, “this didn’t happen to my father, it
didn’t happen to my father’s father, and it didn’t happen to my
father’s father’s father, but it happened to a friend of my father’s
father’s father.”  So he began his story by distancing himself from
any kind of claims whether the story was true or not. but he also
imbued it with veracity because he made it seem that it was real.

i grew up in a country where i found it difficult to distinguish
between history, myth, and story. i didn’t realize as i was grow-
ing up and as i was going to school that the things that were being
passed on to me as a young student were the result of many hun-
dreds and thousands of years of thinking and suffering and joy
and received wisdom.

there was one story that i remember our schoolteacher told
us. He pointed out the window one day and he said, “You see that
rock there on the top of the mountain? well, many, many years
ago the fianna, who were a mythical band of irish warriors, were
out hunting and a white horse appeared on the hill. one of the
warriors was diverted from hunting and saw this horse and
approached it. on the horse was this beautiful woman. the horse
had a pair of white wings. 
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He said to her, “You’re the most beautiful woman i’ve ever
seen.”

She said, “You are an incredibly handsome man.”
He said, “what must i do in order to be with you because i

have fallen in love with you?”
She said, “You must get up on this white horse behind me and

you must trust me, because this horse will take us to a place that
will make you happy.”

So he left his friends, he left his companions, he left his war-
riors behind, he got up on the horse, and they flew across the
clouds. they arrived in this place called tír na nÓg, which in
Gaelic means “the land of forever young.”

Many, many years passed there. She asked him was there any-
thing in his life that made him unhappy. 

He said, “Yes. i miss my friends. i miss my country. i miss the
place i’m from.”

incidentally, in brian friel’s play “translations,” there is an
expression called desiderium nostrorum, which means “the need
for our own,” that sense of belonging that brings us together in a
room like this tonight; and, no matter what accent we share, no
matter what political view we share, we are all bound together by
the sense that we come from a common heritage. He wanted to
go back to that. 

So the woman who he lived with said to him, “You can go
back, but you can go back on one condition: that your feet do not
touch the soil of ireland and that you must come back without
touching that soil.”

So he went back, and he arrived at an ireland that had changed
hugely, an ireland that he didn’t recognize. the forests were
gone, the wild boars were gone, the warriors were gone. in the
place of it were houses, buildings he didn’t recognize, architec-
ture he didn’t relate to.

the men who were working the field said to him, “will you
come and help us lift this rock?”

He said, “i can’t. i’m under” — what they used to call in
Gaelic faoi ghasa (phonetic), which meant “i am under obliga-
tion” — “because i have given my word not to get off the horse
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and not to touch the soil of ireland.”
they said, “but you don’t have to get off the horse. all you

have to do is lift the rock with us.”
He bent down to reach to lift the rock and he fell from the

horse and his body touched the soil of ireland and he became an
old man.

because that story was told to me with a sense of it really hap-
pened, i believed that it was a real story. what i didn’t realize at
the time, listening to that story as a ten-year-old, was that a great
lesson in the world was being passed on to me. really what the
purpose of that story is, the purpose of that myth, was to relay to
me that you cannot go back, you can only go forward. that’s
what that myth is about. and that myth is echoed in the bible in
the story of lot’s wife, who is told not to look back at the city,
and when she looks back at the city she is turned into a pillar of
salt.

Now, we never had any great philosophers in ireland that peo-
ple spoke about, but what we had was a native wisdom that was
passed on from generation to generation. i realized that the great
fundamental truths that i had absorbed about life i had learned in
the form of mythologies and stories that were told to me. 

Suddenly, i realized the relevance and the importance and the
profound necessity that we must continue to keep a connection
with our past. it is so easy to say, “well, the world has changed,
technology has changed culture, culture has become more glob-
al.”  that is true. but the fundamental heritage that we have
belongs to each single one of us. it is a source of enormous pride
to me that i am part of that, whether it is through the music,
through the stories, through the mythology, that i am lucky
enough to have inherited through my father, through my teachers.

i try to tell my own kids about things like this, and they say,
“oh, dad, not another irish folk tale.”  but i still persist in say-
ing to them that one of the most precious things we have is some-
thing that we can’t see sometimes, and that is our heritage.

another small little story that i’ll just finish off with, which i
also learned from the same teacher. there was a shoemaker who
lived in ireland many years ago. 

He was out walking on the road one day and he met this mys-
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terious stranger who was walking in the opposite direction, who
said to him, “it’s a lovely day, isn’t it?”

He said, “Yes, it is a lovely day.”
He said, “where are you going to?”
He said, “i’m going to Macroom” — or ballycastle, or wher-

ever it was.
He said, “do you mind if i walk a little bit along the road with

you?”
He said, “You’re very welcome to walk the road with me.”
He said, “are you a happy man?”
He said, “i am a happy man.”
He said, “well, if there was anything that you could wish for

and that you could achieve, what would it be?”
He said, “well actually, now that you come to mention it,

there’s a couple of things. i don’t have that much money and i
would like to have enough money never to have to worry about
anything.”

He said, “is there anything else?”
He said, “i’d love to have a beautiful house so that i would

never have to worry about the roof leaking.”
He said, “what else?”
He said, “well, i don’t actually have a wife, but i’d love to

have a most beautiful woman in my life.”
the guy said, “well, i can arrange all that for you.”
He said, “How can you do that?”
He said, “well, you have to give me something.”
He said, “what can i give you?”
the man said to him, “if you come back to me in a year’s time

and you think about what i’m going to ask you, you can decide
whether you want to give it to me or not. what i’m looking for is
your soul. You give me your soul and i’ll give you all that.”

He said, “why would i give you my soul?”
the guy said, “because you can’t see it, it doesn’t really mat-

ter to you, it’s not anything that is that precious. but if you give
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me that, i will give you all these things.”
So a year later he came back. He thought about it. He walked

along the road. 
He said to the may, “i’ve thought about it. if i can’t see this

thing and i don’t know what it is and it doesn’t really bother me
from day to day, what’s the point of having it? i’ll give it to you.”

So the shoemaker sold his soul to the stranger who gave him
what he wanted. what actually the man had given up was the
thing that was most precious, which was his soul.

Now, to me, when i think about culture, without being too
pedantic about it, i think that is the soul that we sometimes don’t
see. it is incredibly precious and we can’t give it up under any cir-
cumstances. we must value it. we must change in order to sur-
vive.

there’s one small thing that worries me about the difference
between irish culture and irish-american culture. because the
nature of immigration has changed in america, we are no longer
receiving the young people who came here fifty or a hundred
years ago, your great-grandfathers or grandfathers, who brought
with them the stories, the songs, the music. 

it’s a different kind of immigrant coming in now. they don’t
come in to dig ditches and they don’t come in to work elevators.
they come in mostly to work on wall Street. a lot of them do.
there’s a whole young generation of immigrants that are very
different from the immigrants that came with me. 

the difference between irish culture is that it is changing
unselfconsciously because the nature of immigration from
europe into ireland is changing. but what worries me a little bit
about the danger of irish-american culture is that it is staying
static and it needs to change. Culture doesn’t get better, it
changes, and we need to look at how our heritage and our preser-
vation needs to move forward into the next generation, because if
it doesn’t it will die with us. 

as somebody said — i think it was Joseph Campbell — “all
you have at the end of your life really as a tribe is your stories.”
we have our stories. we can’t let them die with us. we have to
think about ways that we can open up and expand and hand what
our great gift is on to the next generation.
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i’ll finally finish off by saying this. tim o’Connor is retiring.
He is going back to work with the irish President. what tim
o’Connor has brought to the irish-american community is he
has been a social engineer. He has built bridges, not just between
ireland and america, that we cannot afford ever to let collapse.
He has also built bridges between the irish community in New
York, because up to now it seems to me that we have been a very
fractured community. 

we have so much power, we have so many of us together
here, and we need to open up and we need to think about ways
that we can find the commonality between ourselves as a tribe,
because it is only in finding commonality together that we are
going to move forward.

who are the people who are going to inherit your stories?
where are they? we have to think about ways that we can do that.

i am very proud to be an irish person living in america.
america gave me something that people in ireland told me was
impossible. they said to me, “there’s no point in you going to
america. You’re thirty years of age. You speak with a weird
accent. it’s too late.”  and yet, america embraced me and gave
me a career in films and in theater which i never would have had
before. i am very fortunate to be here.

the 26th of March is an incredibly important date in our his-
tory. our brothers and sisters in ireland have shown that we can
get together and move forward. it is tremendously exciting to be
alive at this time and to realize that for the first time our country
is beginning to heal. our country and New York need to come
closer together. anything that can do that, anybody that can help
in that way, is helping to make that bridge between ireland and
america smaller and more powerful.

thank you so much for listening to me. thank you for the
honor of asking me to speak. thank you.

PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, Gabriel. You’ve got that
brooding down pat. thank you for being with us tonight, for
allowing us the pleasure of your company, and for those informed
remarks.

Gentlemen, please charge your glasses — you do this so will-
ingly — and rise for the third traditional toast.
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to the United States of america.
(toast to the United States of america)
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, please take your seats.
i am pleased to introduce tonight’s other speaker,

Pennsylvania Senator bob Casey, to respond to the toast to the
United States.

Senator Casey is one of the few politicians in the country who
is not running for president, although i suppose there is still time
for him to announce. or maybe, if barack obama gets the
democratic nomination, he might make himself look more expe-
rienced by choosing bob as his running mate.

bob Casey comes from a political family, as the son of former
Pennsylvania Governor robert P. Casey, who we had the pleas-
ure of having as a speaker at the Society’s two Hundred and
Ninth anniversary dinner in 1993. bob is one of eight children,
so there’s seven votes for him right there.

bob graduated from the College of the Holy Cross in 1982.
He couldn’t get into Villanova. He received a Juris doctor
degree from the Columbus School of law at the Catholic
University of america in 1988. 

after five years of practicing law in Scranton, he was elected
Pennsylvania auditor General in 1996. His attempt to be elected
governor fell short when he was defeated by Philadelphia Mayor
ed rendell in 2002 in the democratic Primary. but bob proved
his political resiliency two years later, when he won election for
State treasurer with more votes than any other candidate
statewide in the history of Pennsylvania. 

in March of 2005, he announced he was running for the U.S.
Senate. after winning the democratic Primary, he defeated
incumbent rick Santorum by a margin of 59 percent to 41 per-
cent, becoming almost as big a record setter in politics as tiger
woods in golf. bob’s margin of victory was the largest ever for a
democrat contesting a U.S. Senate seat in the keystone State. 

it was a proud moment for bob when, wearing his best bul-
letproof vest, he was sworn in as senator by Vice President dick
Cheney.

Gentlemen, please rise and join me in welcoming a fresh face
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on the washington scene, Senator bob Casey.
SeNator CaSeY: thank you very much. al, thank you

very much for your introduction. 
Your eminence Cardinal egan, we are honored by your pres-

ence.
reverend clergy in the room, too many to mention. 
i was sitting with Mayor bloomberg. You gave him a rousing

standing ovation. i managed to spill a glass of wine up here. but,
Mayor, it’s great to see you. i told him if i got 1/100th his
applause i’d be doing well. thank you, Mayor.

i know Governor Spitzer was here. i said hello to him tonight.
Governor Hugh Carey is with us. So much to talk about with

him. thank you, Governor.
i know that former Mayor ed koch is here. thank you,

Mayor, for being with us. that’s a good table there.
John Sweeney from the afl-Cio was here. i saw him earlier

tonight. i want to say hello to him.
Gabriel byrne, thank you for your presence here and for the

great artistry you bring and for your remarks tonight.
and i want to thank all of you for this great honor to stand

before you. i can’t tell you what an honor it is, being an irishman
from Scranton, Pennsylvania, to address the friendly Sons of St.
Patrick of New York City. i am honored by that.

it’s kind of like a high-school basketball player playing for the
New York knicks. but, come to think of it, that might be an
improvement for the knicks. i knew that would work just that
way.

i want you to know something that you may not know right
now. i’m from Scranton, Pennsylvania. actually, Scranton in so
many ways is just like New York. it really is. we have fewer peo-
ple, but we have more bars in Scranton, Pennsylvania.

but it is also, as was mentioned earlier tonight, really a high
honor for me to serve in the United States Senate at this time in
our history, to serve with remarkable men and women from
across america, all working together toward the same common
goal: to get elected president in 2008.



126

Seriously, though, you may not know this — al was polite
enough not to mention it — but al tried to get a more-well-
known United States Senator to speak before you tonight. He
began to do the count of those running for president. He got to
one and two and three. when he got up to eighty-five, he said,
“i’d better pick Casey. He’s the only one left.”  

i’m the only one left in washington. i realize that i’m not as
exciting as some of those other United States Senators who could
be here tonight. i’m not as exciting. i tend to be a little low-key.
i stay in the background. i’m not on television that much. 

it’s kind of like Chuck Schumer, just that kind of senator. i’m
only kidding. i’m just kidding. i’ve got a couple more jokes. but,
by the way, i don’t want to diverge here, but Chuck Schumer is a
good friend of mine and worked very hard to help me get elect-
ed. So i have a right to give him one joke.

but, i guess, when you look at the political scene for 2008 —
we’re reading about it, we’re seeing it on television all the time
— i guess former Mayor Giuliani, apparently, from what the
polling shows, right now is the republican front runner. 

but as a democrat i have to ask this. Now, i haven’t been in
washington too long, but i’ve got to ask a question about this. if
the republican Party across america is looking for a tough, no-
nonsense New Yorker who just happens to be Pro Choice and pro
gun control, you’ve got to ask as a democrat, “why don’t they
just nominate Hillary Clinton?”  we’ll see. it’s about half-and-
half in the room. 

Holy Cross is playing at 9:40. i want to get out of here to see
them.

but seriously, though, you may not know it, but there are a lot
of connections between Scranton, Pennsylvania and New York
City. You may not have thought of this. let me tell you a few.

father Joe McShane, who is not here tonight, before he got to
fordham — great guy — he was President of the University of
Scranton. You may not have known that.

Cardinal o’Connor, before he became Cardinal here in New
York, was the bishop of Scranton, Pennsylvania. that’s number
two.

and, believe it or not, i have a cousin, Judy McGrath, who is
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the Ceo of MtV. She grew up in South Scranton.
and you may not know this — and i know i might be stretch-

ing a little bit, but here’s the last one — Scranton is also the home
of the new New York Yankees aaa franchise. that’s true. So if
you want to do what some New Yorkers might do when it comes
to a great player with the nickname a-rod — if you want to boo
him, you’re going to have to drive down route 80 to Scranton,
Pennsylvania to start that because he may be on the farm team.

but you know what? i shouldn’t be so hard on him, because
you know when i ran for office last year, here’s what they said
about me, the reporters across Pennsylvania. they said, “this
guy” — meaning me — “is too stiff” — imagine that — “too bor-
ing and too stiff to be elected to the United States Senate.”

in fact, one columnist in the Philadelphia Inquirer Sunday
Section, who does a column there every Sunday — his first name
is tom and i won’t tell you his last name; i’ll have you look it up
— compared me as a candidate to oatmeal. i wish i weren’t seri-
ous, but that’s the truth.

but i am actually one of only two irish-Catholic senators
elected from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in one hundred
years.

Now, i know there have been some elected officials in New
York City over the years who have been irish-Catholic, one or
two. You know their command of the english language is just
world class. Some of the best political sayings come from irish-
Catholic elected officials. 

Here’s one from the former Governor of Pennsylvania, late-
1950s/early-1960s, david leo lawrence. think about this. it has
application to all of our lives. He had a couple of rules. one of
his rules was “never write a letter and never throw one away.”
think about that one.

then he said, “Never write what you can say and never say
what you can write.”  Now, i think that might still work on wall
Street.

Here’s another one. we had a county chairman in my home-
town in lackawanna County, Pennsylvania. one time many
years ago, in a primary election — and, of course, the use of the
english language in a democratic Primary involving an irish-
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Catholic politician is masterful — the young candidate walked in
the door, met with the chairman, and he asked for his early sup-
port in a six-person primary. the chairman, following Governor
lawrence’s advice in fact, responded with a wink and a pat on the
back. He looked at him and he said, “i’m in your corner.”  

the young candidate was elated. He ran out, totally convinced
that he had the chairman’s unwavering support. He went into the
primary with five other candidates. all of the votes were counted
on primary day. He finished dead last.

He went back to the chairman. He said, “i don’t understand,
sir. How could i lose so badly when you were in my corner?”

the chairman responded, without skipping a beat, “Son, i said
i was in your corner. that don’t mean i’m for you.”

So we have a lot of examples of great use of language.
and here’s the last one. we’ve been known as irish politicians

to get into a few fights. i’ve been in a lot of them in Pennsylvania.
but often it’s really not a fair fight compared to our opponents
because of what we learned from our ancestors’ clever but often
lethal use of the english language.

Here’s one example. when trying to succinctly express his
venomous hate for his political opponent and his opponent’s
entire family, one Pennsylvania irish politico said, and i quote,
“He’s not half the man his mother was.”

but tonight we gather to do more than just tell a few jokes.
tonight we do gather to put partisanship aside. we’re enjoying
the great company of this room and the tremendous success that
this room is a testament to, the great success of irish-americans
all over this city and this state and this country. we also celebrate
tonight, i believe, the intertwining of our heritage and our faith. 

tonight i’m thinking of my father, who was a shining exam-
ple of that heritage and that faith. He was born in Jackson
Heights, Queens, in 1932 and raised in Scranton. left here when
he was about two years old. 

what a thrill it was for him to stand at this podium just four-
teen years ago. but what you didn’t know that night — some of
you may have known — Jim Gill might have known, but not
many people here would have known — is that he was a very sick
man that night. He was literally dying from an incurable illness
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by the name of amyloidosis, which really just wreaked havoc on
all of his major organs. but i have to tell you, that night in 1993
— i was here in the audience — you lifted his spirits that night.
i want to thank you for that on behalf of my family.

that night he paid tribute to his father, alphonsus l. Casey,
who began work at the age of eleven in the anthracite coal mines
near Scranton. like a lot of children at that time, by the time he
was fifteen years of age, both his parents had died.

and, like many in his generation, my grandfather overcame
many, many hardships. at the age of forty, he received a law
degree from fordham law School, believe it or not, and he
became a fierce advocate for workers.

but here is how he started. He started as a mule boy in the coal
mines near Scranton, the ones that were described by the novel-
ist Stephen Crane as “places of inscrutable darkness, a soundless
place of tangible loneliness,” where every year — just imagine
this today — hundreds and hundreds of young men and boys —
and more senior men, middle-aged men and older men — would
die in the anthracite coal mines in just three or four counties in
northeastern Pennsylvania.

So we remember that tonight and i remember my grandfather.
Stephen Crane wrote about these young kids in the mines, the

mule boys, “toiling in this city of endless night.”  He described
how the mule boys would carry a lamp and run ahead with the
light in the darkness to lead others out of the mine.

My father always drew strength from my grandfather’s life of
struggle, “a quietly triumphant life” he said. 

He was also inspired, as all of us are, tonight and every night,
by his irish ancestors. Here’s what he wrote about his only trip to
ireland in 1992. He was the Governor of Pennsylvania when he
made this trip. Here’s what he said, and i quote: 

“i was moved by the thought of my ancestors who roamed so
far from there, driven by bitter circumstance, by lives much hard-
er than mine had been, and how all those irish wanderers togeth-
er had changed america, shaped my own life, character, and
faith. i remembered once reading about the irish warriors who
had died in battle and how they were buried in standing position,
facing their enemy. i like that image and drew courage from it.”
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then he talked about my mother. He said: “as ellen and i
went about our journey, i began to feel weaker and weaker. i
knew my own battle was nearing.”

this is what he was up against just a few months after this
dinner. by the time he arrived at the University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center in June of that year for a heart-liver transplant, he
was in grave danger of dying. in fact, his doctor said his condi-
tion was “not compatible with life.”  

but live he did. after his transplant, my father lived seven
more years, enough time to see several more of his grandchildren
born. 

throughout his illness, and especially in the last year of his
life, my father’s faith sustained him. in his autobiography, enti-
tled Fighting for Life, written five years before his death, he
wrote about the gift of faith. He said this:

”during my sickness, i realized i needed faith more than ever.
to be strong i needed to be weak enough to acknowledge my
complete dependence upon it. and, maybe for the first time, i
was truly grateful.”

when he died on May 30, 2000, his friend Mathew Scully
wrote in The Wall Street Journal, and i quote: “Governor Casey
was a man who understood the struggles and terrors and vulner-
ability of life. He was given some special empathy even before
he was called to endure so much himself. He died at age sixty-
eight, a great man, a brave witness, and a faithful son.”

So tonight, as we celebrate this and every Saint Patrick’s day,
let us never forget those sons and daughters of ireland, those irish
wanderers, who may have come to this land just to stay alive but
who taught us how to live and who taught us how to live our lives
centered on work and family and faith. 

in the same way that young children brought light to a dark
coal mine, let us tonight and every night recommit ourselves to
our sacred enduring obligation, to bring light to those imprisoned
by the endless night of sickness, poverty, despair, and violence.
and may we all of us tonight nurture the gift of our faith. as the
hymn tells us, “the faith of our fathers living still.”

May God bless each of you tonight and your families. Happy
Saint Patrick’s day.
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PreSideNt SMitH: thank you very much, Senator Casey.
it’s easy to see why you were so appealing to your constituents,
and you certainly won our vote of appreciation tonight. we’re
pleased that you could join us.

Gentlemen, this is my last dinner as President. i’ve enjoyed
serving with you the last two years.

i don’t think there’s a finer group of men in the City of New
York than the friendly Sons of St. Patrick.

Please rise of the singing of the National anthem.
(Glee Club and participants sang “the Star Spangled

banner.”)
PreSideNt SMitH: the two Hundred and twenty-third

anniversary dinner now stands adjourned. 
i look forward to seeing you all next year. Good night and

Happy Saint Patrick’s day.
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reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at

the Princeton Club
New York, New York

May 7, 2007

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, if you
could all rise for the singing of “the Hail of the friendly Sons”
led by kevin faughey.

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung by the Glee Club.)
PreSideNt SMitH: well done, gentlemen.
Please remain standing for the invocation by father andrew

Pane, retired New York priest and former dean of students at St.
Joseph’s Seminary in dunwoodie. father Pane?

fr. PaNe: in the name of the father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. amen. 

God our father, we thank you for all the gifts you have given
us. we thank you especially for the gift of your Son, who has rec-
onciled the world to yourself. we thank you for the gift of our rel-
atives and friends, who in some mysterious way reflect the spe-
cial love you have for each one of us.

we thank you for the gift of the friendly Sons. watch over
them, lord. Grant them health of mind and body and allow them
to feel and experience your presence in their lives.

and, lord, we ask you please to help all those around the
world who are less fortunate than we. those who suffer the rav-
ages of war, grant them peace, lord, peace throughout the world.

Please help all those who suffer any kind of injustice whatso-
ever, especially those who might go to bed hungry tonight. 

and please help all the sick and dying, especially those who
might die tonight. we also ask you to grant rest to our departed
brothers and sisters.

and finally, lord, we ask you please to bless this food to our
use and us to your service. we ask this through Christ our lord.
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MeMberS: amen.
father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.
MeMberS: amen.
thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: father mentioned those of you who

might die tonight. Could you hold off until after dinner? i think it
will screw up the buffet. (laughter)

(dinner break)
PreSideNt SMitH: father, it appears that nobody died

during dinner. if we do have one, though, we have a little room
for the Membership Committee. (laughter)

Gentlemen, i call this meeting to order.
Unless there are any objections, i will ask your Secretary to

waive the reading of the minutes. ray teatum, may i have a
motion for that?

Mr. teatUM: So moved.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
Now we’ll have John Queenan come up, who’s the treasurer,

and give us a report ending april 30th.
treaSUrer QUeeNaN: President Smith and my fellow

members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the period
ending april 30, 2007 is as follows.

income and reserve funds: Cash on hand as of december 31,
2006 was $384,949. receipts since our last Stated Meeting on
January 8, 2007, have been $790,870. that includes dinner
receipts of $691,000. our disbursements for the same period
were $721,323. that includes dinner expenses of $400,000 and
contributions that were approved by the membership of $250,000
that were made. leaving cash available and on deposit in check-
ing and money market accounts of the Society as of april 30,
2007 totaling $454,496.

with respect to the Society’s Permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of april 30, 2007 totaled $1,987,555.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report. thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, John.
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May i have a motion to approve John’s report?
VoiCe: So moved.
VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
well done.
it is my sad duty to report the names of members who have

passed away since our last meeting — no one at this dinner so far:
edward Cunniffe, donald McCallion, richard Conway Casey,
James Gibbons, thomas C. burke, and Joseph Pucciarelli.

a committee will be appointed to prepare suitable memorials
to be published in our yearbook.

Gentlemen, if you could please rise for a moment of silence.
(Moment of silence observed.)

thank you. and if the guy next to you did not rise, i’m going
to put him on the list. (laughter)

everybody rise.
Now i recognize tom Sullivan, Chairman of the Committee

on Charities, to report on our event this spring. tom?
Mr. SUlliVaN: thank you, Mr. President.
fellow friendly Sons, the Charity Committee held its second

annual — we hope annual — grants award ceremony on
february 21st, and we were invited to hold it this year at the offi-
cial residence of the Consul General of ireland. the event was
attended by approximately 130 persons, including the Consul
General, who has now been reassigned to a post in ireland; and
Cardinal egan; and many of the members of the friendly Sons
and the Charity Committee and various other committees as well.

we distributed, of the fifty-one grants allocated by the Charity
Committee this year, twenty of them at the event to various
organizations, all of whom were represented by individuals. 

the event was also covered by the irish press, and we
received some very good publicity as a result of it. the intent of
this event is really to try to publicize the great charitable works
of this organization. i think we are increasingly successful in
doing so. i would like to congratulate all of you gentlemen for the
generosity which you have continued over the tenure of my work
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on the Charity Committee.
thank you very much.
PreSideNt SMitH: i want to thank tom. He has done a

terrific job.
Now i recognize tim kenny, Chairman of the admissions

Committee. tim?
Mr. keNNY: thank you, Mr. President.
the admissions Committee met on april 26, 2007, and rec-

ommends the election of the following individuals to active
membership: eugene V. Handy, edward Martin, francis a.
Corcoran, James M. Christy, william d. buckley, william J.
Cassidy, John P. doherty, Stephen J. fearon Jr., brian k.
Gallagher, Gerald d. kennedy, James k. McGowan, J. david
McMahon iii, kevin M. o’donnell, Sean G. o’Sullivan, Patrick
r. rigby, John w. ryan, Peter P. tuffy, thomas McCarty
Souther, Paul J. lynch, daniel e. Sullivan, anthony o’Shea,
brian G. o’Connor, Michael Quinn Carey, Philip M. Gillen,
edward k. lenci, timothy J. Sullivan, brian krapf, Jeffrey
blaise Mulhall, Morgan J. o’brien, Christopher V. waldorf Jr.,
thomas H. ryan, thomas J. Sheehy, Matthew o’day Young,
Jeffrey C. wierichs, Charles t. Collins, william P. o’toole,
James P. kelly, John t. Moore iii, travis J. o’brien, richard M.
duignan iii, ryan M. fitzsimons, richard J. fitzsimons, Gerard
k. Meagher, John f. McCarrick, John M. Hickey, Michael
Mckenna, Vincent P. whitfield, thomas Sullivan, brian w.
Nolan, Philip C. Semprevivo, John M. Shields, Sean e. Crowley,
rev. Philip G. Judge, John f. Cassidy, Christopher J. Holland,
James b. ferguson Jr., Michael w. dunne, Michael J. fitzsimons,
Michael G. Mehary, Michael r. Hudson, Calvin e.f. Sullivan,
and richard J.J Sullivan

the Committee also recommends the following be transferred
to life: robert t. Mahoney, kevin C. buckley, thomas H.
Sullivan.

the Committee also recommends the following be transferred
to Veteran: John a. brennan.

i know that’s a lot of names, and you can imagine that our
applicant pool has gotten very low these days, Mr. President. i
would ask everyone in this room that any members you can bring
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in would be greatly appreciated. it will make the Committee’s life
a lot easier. So family, friends, talk to your other fellow members,
and whatever you can do to help us with our membership drive
will be greatly appreciated.

thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: Unlike the Chicago friendly Sons, all

those new members are alive. (laughter)
it is my duty now to propose a Nominating Committee to rec-

ommend to the membership those who serve as the officers of the
Society at the annual Meeting in November. i hereby designate
the following members to serve on that Nominating Committee:
william Cronin, tim reynolds, John fitzSimons, John Coleman,
bob reilly, Matt Mclaughlin, and John walton.

all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
all opposed? (No response.)
all right.
that concludes the formal part of our meeting.
i would like to now introduce our speaker of the evening. He

is Congressman Joe Crowley, whose brother Sean just became a
member tonight. 

Joe, a native of Queens, was educated in the City. He served
in the New York State assembly until 1998, when he was elect-
ed to the 106th Congress to represent the Seventh Congressional
district of New York. this district includes parts of bronx and
Queens.

in January 2003, Joe was selected to serve in the democratic
House leadership as Chief deputy whip, making him the high-
est-ranking New York member in the Caucus leadership. as
Congress has debated immigration reform, Joe has emerged as a
leading proponent of a comprehensive plan.

Joe, you’re just a good guy. i’m not going to go through all
this stuff. (laughter)

i only have one focal point. everybody loves Joe Crowley.
everybody who’s irish loves Joe Crowley. 

Gentlemen, let’s hear it for Joe Crowley. (applause)
Mr. CrowleY: thank you, al, very much. i was hoping
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you’d read the parts my mother wrote, but thank you all anyway.
let me first say how pleased i am to be here this evening. i

want to apologize to al and to all of you for not being able to be
here at your last quarterly meeting. Now, i just got an education.
Your quarterly meetings are not really quarterly, but we won’t go
into that. we’re not really good at math anyway.

PreSideNt SMitH: Joe, you weren’t invited.
Mr. CrowleY: i wasn’t invited.
but, i was very concerned that if i somehow was viewed as

disrespectful of this august body, i would not be ever invited to
possibly give the keynote address at your annual dinner, and i
was very nervous that it would never happen to me. when i found
out my replacement was Malachy McCourt, i understood. it
doesn’t necessarily mean i’m never going to speak as the keynote
speaker at your annual dinner.

but this evening there were a couple of other conflicts. for
those of you who are paying attention to the news, you know that
the Queen, Her Majesty, is in washington this evening. it was
either be here this evening in front of a hostile audience or be
with the Queen of england. i want you to know where my heart
lies.

VoiCe: Hear, hear!
Mr. CrowleY: al and i have had the great pleasure — at

least i have had the great pleasure of knowing al Smith for many,
many years, as i’ve had the honor of knowing many of you in this
room. but al and i have had a unique relationship.

Somehow — and i think it’s documented — you have to fol-
low along with me a little bit. when i got elected to Congress, i
found myself eventually on the financial Services Committee. i
think there’s a direct correlation, because i think anyone who
knows me knows that i’m not going to become rich in public
office.

al, on the other hand, i found out i’m actually help to make
him richer. this could be coincidental, but i found myself on the
financial Services Committee — he’s in wall Street. it could be
coincidental. i don’t know. there’s a connection here, though.

i did all i can to help with the trade-through rule. i was blind-
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ly leading the charge down in washington with Senator Schumer,
thinking i’m looking out for my friend al.

i get appointed to the ways and Means Committee. what does
al do? He leaves wall Street. He now was working for St.
Vincent’s Hospital here in Manhattan. My committee is in charge
of many of the health care issues. i know don’t — follow the
money, follow al. al knows what’s going on.

Now, the other theory i have is that al is a very close friend
our Governor, a very close friend. He introduced the Governor at
the democratic Convention — maybe i shouldn’t tell everybody
this — and he spoke at his inauguration. is that correct, al?

PreSideNt SMitH: emceed it.
Mr. CrowleY: emceed his inauguration.
i also have a theory that al was a plant on wall Street. He was

there to do the Governor’s bidding during that whole debacle —
well, at least my sense of it — when the Governor was going
after wall Street. 

the Governor becomes governor. where does al go? He goes
into the hospital business again. what is the Governor going
after? the hospitals in the city.

i have it under good word that the Governor has a new assign-
ment for al. al, he’d like you to go undercover. He wants you to
clean up the pornography industry in New York City. it’s a tough
job for you, but if anybody can do it, i know you can clean it up,
undercover.

it really is great to be here and to see so many people who i
have known for so many, many years, from woodside or from
Queens, generally speaking, now the bronx. this organization —
i have been to many, many of your dinners over the years — not
as many as i would have liked to have been at, because of a con-
flict in schedule. i always enjoyed being there for St. Patrick’s
day and for the friendly Sons dinner. it really is a tradition, a
tremendous tradition, here in our great city.

one of the other things that i think we as a people, the irish
people, have also had a tremendous tradition in is the issue of
immigration. we are all the sons, grandsons, some great-grand-
sons and beyond, of immigrants.
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i often think about my grandparents during this debate that
we’re having in washington and try to find some analogy to their
lives and what’s happening today. i think about my grandfather
leaving County armagh, killarney or killorglin on the
dublin–belfast road in Northern ireland. as a boy, he would
often look out over the fields. He had picked every stone out of
those fields to make those fields ready for farming, so he knew
the fields like no one else. How difficult it has to have been for
him to leave ireland when he did, in the nineteen-’teens and nine-
teen-twenties to make his way to a great country, a land of prom-
ise, but still a very difficult journey, knowing that when he left
ireland for all practical purposes the potential was there that he
may not see his parents again. in fact, one of his parents died
when he was in america. He was not able to go back during that
time to send them off properly.

and we think about a lot of the immigrants who are here
today, many of whom entered the country illegally or entered the
country legally and overstayed their visas, for many of the same
reasons — for the economics, for the religious persecution; it
could be for a better way of life for their families. i think we
oftentimes don’t see a clear picture as to what these individuals
are doing, 99.9 percent of whom are hardworking people who
want a better way of life.

the billions and billions of dollars that are sent back every
year to their countries to take care of their families. it’s extraor-
dinary, the industry of many of these people. if you live in
woodside, Queens, you can walk down to 69th Street and
roosevelt avenue in the morning and see many of these people
shaping up for work every day. i think one of the saddest things
is when it gets to be about 11:00 o’clock and they know they’re
not getting picked up and they’re walking home. but you can see
they want to be a part of this country and they want to be a part
of the workforce as well.

Now, that’s the human side of me looking at the humanitarian
aspect of immigration reform. but there’s another aspect to this.

i had a first cousin who was killed on 9/11, and i know that
there’s no audience in this city that was more affected by 9/11
than the men in this room. i think just about everyone in this
room knew someone — and if you didn’t know someone, if they
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weren’t related to you, you knew someone who knew someone
— who was killed that day. You know that six months before 9/11
two of the hijackers received their visas to enter the United
States. 

it’s a broken system. it’s a system that, i believe, the way in
which is working right now — or not working — leaves us vul-
nerable. it also opens up the opportunity for many of those indi-
viduals who are working here to be exploited, to do nefarious
things. 

i think that what we need to do is to stop illegal immigration
as we know it. there is a public interest in seeing that happen. we
have a national security crisis that we need get hold of.

we need to identify the 12-million-plus undocumented that
are here, give them that opportunity, but we need to stop illegal
immigration. those who come in undocumented or overstayed
their visas to the back of the line. they don’t cut in front of any-
one.

we also require that they are issued biometric cards under the
Comprehensive immigration reform act, or the StriVe act,
that are hard, if not impossible, to forge.

we also require that they learn, have a working knowledge of,
english — not to become american citizens, but to become per-
manent residents of the country. 

that they take civics courses as well — again, not to become
american citizens. Never before required of any immigrant
unless they wanted to become an american citizen.

and we require that during a six-year period they have to
touch back, leave the country and then come back into the coun-
try. Some say it’s symbolic. i think it’s more than symbolic. for
some it will be a hardship. 

for some, especially in the irish community, they are dying
for an opportunity to go home. Some 50,000 undocumented in
the tri-state region are irish themselves. we are hearing, maybe in
a louder voice and in number, from the irish-american commu-
nity in washington than we are from the latino or from the asian
community, where we know the numbers are.

when i say this next statistic, it is kind of remarkable because
people don’t know this. we issue 5,000 visas a year for low-
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skilled workers in this country, 5,000. we have a need that way
outnumbers the number of visas that are available today. Under
the StriVe act, that number will grow to 400,000 to help farm
workers, to help get the people into the country that we need to
have in the country to help us do the work of growing our econ-
omy, that what we need to do as a nation — not always to work
as farm workers, because during that six-year period they can
work towards permanent residence, but to have a steady flow of
individuals who can help us reap the crops that we grow in this
nation.

i think that we have to approach this in a comprehensive way.
that includes a virtual fence at our borders. and stop the illegal
immigration as we know it, hire the personnel that we need to
prevent that from happening. and creating the bed space that we
will need to send people back who really have no right to come
to the country when there is a legal and a more accessible way to
do that.

So as we move forward i hope you all keep an open mind.
this is a complex issue, but one that we cannot afford to let go
beyond this cycle — i’m talking political cycle, this term in
Congress. the stars are aligned perfectly right now to see some-
thing happen in a positive way. we can’t wait until next year,
because next year is a presidential election year. i’m going to
comment in a moment on my handicapping as far as that’s con-
cerned. i’ll dare to try to do that. but if we lose this opportunity,
it is going to be very difficult for the next president to have an
opportunity to make the changes.

when President bush and the democratic Caucus in both the
House and the Senate see more eye-to-eye on this issue, this is
the time to actually get something accomplished and get some-
thing i think is good for our country.

on handicapping the race, i have to say i’m a little partial
because i’m for the Senator from the State of New York. but i
think it’s an interesting race to see develop. You have an
unknown figure in many respects of obama, who is fresh on the
scene. People don’t know all that much about them. they’re
learning about him. i think it speaks volumes, too, of the frustra-
tion that many within the democratic Caucus are feeling about
many of the faces that continue to rise within our ranks to run for
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the highest office in the country. Some are looking for the oppor-
tunity to elect the first woman. others are looking for the oppor-
tunity to elect the first minority within the Congress.

we have a number of other stragglers in there, including my
good friend dennis kucinich, Congressman kucinich from
Cleveland, ohio. they’re there for entertainment. they make the
debates move along a little bit.

but i think the focus right now is on three candidates —
Clinton, obama, and edwards — with the possibility, if everyone
else collapses on the top, that we could have a reemergence of al
Gore somewhere along the line.

we see all the primaries moving up into february. New York
is moving our primary to february 5th, as is California. florida
is announcing that they want to move to the end of January. i
think New Hampshire had theirs yesterday, and the results are
still pending. (laughter)

but what it’s really demonstrating is that the conventions,
although they have a role and a service to perform — that is, to
ratify who the presidential candidates are going to be, who the
presidential candidate will be, what the platform of the party will
be — we will know by february 5th who the democratic and
republican presidential nominees are going to be for all practical
purposes, given the moving up of these primaries.

You say, “what holds states back from moving theirs up?”
what holds them back is when they move their primary up they
lose 50 percent of their delegates to the convention that year. but
again, states like florida — you know, New Hampshire and ohio
are not really representative of the entire country. Having the
opportunity of a state like florida come in, the south with a north-
ern exposure to it, they believe will give them an opportunity to
have a greater say as to who becomes the next president.

on the republican side, there was an interesting debate for
me to watch the other night, just as a student of politics. 

i think Mayor Giuliani has run into a little bit of a brick wall
on some of the social issues that he has been very prominent on
as former Mayor of New York — on abortion, on gay rights, on
gun control, just a few. although he is trying to distance himself
from some of those positions, it is hard to do that, especially
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when you have about twelve other candidates reminding the rest
of the world what those positions were.

i think Mitt romney handled himself fairly well. 
but i think the surprise of their debate was John McCain,

someone who had kind of fallen off the screen a little bit. People
wondered where the “truth bus,” or whatever, the “straight talk
bus” was, and he came back a little bit to that, i thought, in the
debate.

the other outside factor is going to be whether or not Mike
bloomberg, Mayor bloomberg, actually runs for president. Now,
think of this. to become Mayor of New York, for two elections
he spent nearly a quarter of a billion dollars to be Mayor of New
York. i don’t think it’s that outlandish to think that a person who
has that kind of money can run for president with a half-a-billion,
or maybe more, of his own dollars. and what impact that could
have on the race, whether a third-party candidate or independent
can win an election. if someone can, it’s someone who has $7, $8,
or $9 billion. but that certainly can have a major impact — if not
win the election, have an impact on who becomes president. but
a lot of that still remains to be seen, whether the Mayor actually
does — or maybe the Commissioner can give us a little insight
into that. i know kevin Sheekey was one of your speakers a few
months ago.

that’s where i see it right now, probably not too far off where
many of you see it as well. 

i think, though, there has been some comment about this start-
ing too early. i don’t know if it’s really starting too early. i don’t
think anybody can really control when it happens, when it starts. 

but one thing i can tell you is that it’s getting harder and hard-
er to raise money for Congress and for other offices, because
these people are sopping it all up. the people i’ve gone to,
they’ve already given to multiple candidates for president.
they’re near their federal limit in terms of how much. i know
al’s in that category, obviously. He has given to everybody. but
it has made it more difficult.

So the numbers that people are talking about in terms of the
election are a billion dollars. if Mayor bloomberg happens to get
into it, it’s going to go well over a billion dollars. So the numbers
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are mind-boggling.
let me just leave you with this last comment. i know within

the immigration movement here in New York there has been a
very large latino presence, Hispanic presence in that. You know,
the irish and the Hispanics have gotten along tremendously. i’m
not mentioning this only because 35 percent of my district is
latino. i want you to put that aside for a second.

we’ve had a very historic past. when the wild Geese left
ireland, many of them went to Spain, and they had the opportu-
nity to flourish in Spain and in france and become within the
latin world leaders in those countries. and many of them made
their way to Central South america, irish — o’Higgins in Chile
and others — to rise within South american politics as well.
there has been a great bond between our two peoples, i guess,
generally speaking.

but Murphy was going to Spain for the first time, and he’s
very nervous because he doesn’t speak the language very well.
He went to see his friend Connor.

Connor said, “Murphy, don’t worry about a thing.”  He said,
“the Spanish people are a lovely people. Just speak slowly and
they’ll understand you.”

Murphy says, “do you think so?”
Connor says, “i know so.” 
Murphy gets into the plane, lands in Madrid. He gets into a

cab. He’s as nervous as can be. He sees a pub. the cab pulls over.
He runs into the pub. He sees the bartender.

He says to the bartender, “i’d like a cold pint of beer, please.”
the bartender says, “right, you’d like a cold point of beer.

and where might you be from?”
Murphy says, “i’m from ireland.”
the bartender says, “Great. i’m from ireland too.”
Murphy says, “well, if you’re from ireland and i’m from

ireland, why are we both speaking Spanish?”
thank you, all. Good night. thanks for having me.
PreSideNt SMitH: let’s hear it for Joe Crowley. thank

you, Joe.
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You mentioned the Senator from New York. even the people
who were dead woke up during that.

Gentlemen, i’m going to turn the evening over to kevin
faughey and the Glee Club. Please stick around and listen. we’ll
finish up with the National anthem.

this ends my last May meeting. Gentlemen, thank you very
much. it has been a good run.

Mr. keViN faUGHeY: Good evening, gentlemen. 
for this evening’s compositions, the Glee Club will be singing

“the barcarolle” by offenbach; and then they’ll be singing ”New
York, New York,” which is the theme from the 1977 film; then
we’ll have a soloist, Paul fabrizi, who will sing “one alone” by
Sigmond romberg; the Glee Club will then sing “Song of the
irish Counties” by George Mead, former director of the Glee
Club; and then we will end the program by singing “the lost
Chord,” which is arranged by arthur Sullivan. it’s the Glee
Club’s tradition that we end our season every year by singing
“the lost Chord.”

we hope you enjoy our program.
(Glee Club performance)

PreSideNt SMitH: kevin, thank you.
before you rise, kevin, there is going to be a concert on May

12th, Saturday, at St. francis de Chantal?
Mr. faUGHeY: in the bronx.
PreSideNt SMitH: Not very irish to me. Maybe

o’Chantal. our great Glee Club is going to perform then.
Gentlemen, please rise for the National anthem. i’m going to

sing it. Some might want to sit down.
Mr. CrowleY: You just be the flag. (laughter)
PreSideNt SMitH: kevin faughey and the Glee Club, our

National anthem.
(Singing of National anthem.)

PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, the meeting is adjourned.
thank you very much.
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reGUlar Stated MeetiNG 
held at

the Princeton Club
New York, New York
November 19, 2007

PreSideNt alfred e. SMitH, iV: Gentlemen, i call this
meeting to order. we call upon the Glee Club to open this meet-
ing with the singing of “the Hail of the friendly Sons.”

(“the Hail of the friendly Sons” was sung by the Glee Club.)
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, gentlemen.
Now i call upon a Jersey guy, father Mark o’Connell,

parochial vicar, St. Peter’s Church, belleville, New Jersey.
fr. o’CoNNell: in the name of the father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit. amen.
lord God, we thank you for bringing us together. we thank

you for the friendship that we share. as we come together to
commemorate the life of St. Patrick, we ask you to help us to
learn from his courage and also from his dedication to your Son.
we also ask you to bless the food which we are about to receive
from your bountiful hands through Christ our lord.

MeMberS: amen.
fr. o’CoNNell: in the name of the father, Son, and the

Holy Spirit. amen.
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you, father.
Please sit down, enjoy your dinner, and the formal part of our

meeting will commence after dinner.
thank you.

(dinner break)
PreSideNt SMitH: Gentlemen, may i have your attention

please? it is now time to start the formal part of the meeting.
let’s hear it for the Princeton Club. what a great job.

(applause)
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Nobody probably went to Princeton, but you eat like
Princetonians.

i now recognize Secretary ray teatum for the purpose of
reading the minutes of the May meeting.

VoiCe: i move to waive the reading of the minutes.
VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: ray could not get a movement, but his

friend, the Judge, waived the reading of the minutes. it’s proba-
bly not the first time that you couldn’t get a movement, ray.
(laughter)

all in favor say aye. (Chorus of ayes)
all opposed? (No response.)
thank you. So moved. Your movement was moved, ray.
i would now like to recognize our treasurer, John Queenan,

to render his report.
treaSUrer JoHN M. QUeeNaN: President Smith and

my fellow members of the Society, the treasurer’s report for the
period ending october 31, 2007, is as follows.

income and reserve funds: Cash on hand as of april 30, 2007
was $454,496. receipts since our last Stated Meeting, which was
on May 7th, have been $96,906. our disbursements for the same
period were $151,298, leaving cash available and on deposit in
checking and money market accounts of the Society as of
october 31, 2007 totaling $400,104.

with respect to the Society’s Permanent fund, the market
value of our investments as of october 31, 2007 totaled
$2,207,923.

Gentlemen, that concludes my report.
PreSideNt SMitH: thank you very much, John.
May i have a motion that the treasurer’s report be accepted?
VoiCe: So moved.
PreSideNt SMitH: Second?
VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
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it is now my sad duty to read the names of the members who
have passed since our last meeting: John Hughes, richard Grady,
John J. brennan, Peter J. finnerty. 

Committees will be appointed to prepare a suitable memorial
to be published in our yearbook.

Please stand and observe a moment of silence.
(Moment of silence observed.)

thank you, gentlemen.
i now recognize the new Chairman of the admissions

Committee, ed Sweeney, who replaces tim kenny, who served
as Chairman of the admissions Committee for almost seven
years. He did a great job. ed is now our new Chairman. ed,
please.

Mr. SweeNeY: thank you, al.
the admissions Committee met on November 6, 2007, and

recommends the election of the following individuals for active
membership in the Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick of
the City of New York: wellington tichenor, Patrick Mcelhatton,
edward o’Connell, James P. o’brien Jr., richard w. Harran,
robert w. Harvey, Harley M. Griffiths, brendan r. McGuire,
edward M. o’toole, edward P. boyle, Shane bigelow, Malachy
McCourt, Peter d. McGuire, brian J. Neary, Sean f. McShea,
Maurice d. landers, James b. duffy iV, Gerard w. Griffin,
Patrick J. buckley, desmond J. ward, thomas J. Gilligan, John
V. Caulfield, Martin J. McGahan, John J. o’dowd, John w. ryan
Jr., karl J. o’toole, daniel J. Sheehan, Michael r. Hallinan,
Sean f. McPhillips, thomas w. Codd, Colman M. Mannion,
Patrick Mannion, kevin C. Mannion.

the Committee also recommends the following be transferred
to life Memberships: John P. Callahan, robert J. Healy, John M.
Conlon, thomas a. brennan.

after we elected these people, we now have 962 members. 
i thought we had a great meeting. we discussed ways that we

can improve the membership. a lot of applications are available
for people tonight. i strongly encourage people to try to get some
great new members into the Society. we had a great meeting. we
talked about ways we could try to get at least fifty people on the
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list. i think we can attain that very easily.
i look forward to working with all of you. thank you very

much.
PreSideNt SMitH: ed is going to be a great addition to the

Society as Chairman of the Membership Committee.
i do recommend to brian Murphy going forward at these

meetings that we switch the order. we seem to have the deceased
members followed by the new members. we’ve got people com-
ing and going. i think we should probably separate that a little bit.
(laughter)

i move that the members accept the new members coming in.
all in favor?

VoiCe: Second. (Chorus of ayes)
did you notice ray seconded it before i got a first? Stay with

me here, ray.
i would now like to recognize the Chairman of the Committee

on Charities, tom Sullivan. 
Mr. SUlliVaN: thank you, Mr. President.
fellow friendly Sons, the Charity Committee is planning a

meeting later, probably early december this year. we have a lot
of worthy charitable causes we’d like to consider. we would ask
that the assembly approve a contribution for charitable purposes
in an amount not to exceed $200,000.

in addition to that, we would also ask for an allocation of
$25,000 as a stipend for the Glee Club.

do i have a motion?
VoiCe: So moved.
Mr. SUlliVaN: Second?
VoiCe: Second.
Mr. SUlliVaN: in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: well done. thank you, tom.
i now call on John fitzSimons, Chairman of the Nominating

Committee.
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Mr. fitZSiMoNS: Good evening, gentlemen.
the Nominating Committee convened on September 13th and

nominated the following individuals as officers of the Society:
for President, brian Murphy; for first Vice President, thomas
o’brien; for Second Vice President, Mark Codd; for treasurer,
John Queenan; for Secretary, raymond teatum; for almoner,
John a. brennan; for Historian, brian andersson.

PreSideNt SMitH: May i have a motion to approve the
new slate of officers?

VoiCe: So moved.
PreSideNt SMitH: Second?
VoiCe: Second.
PreSideNt SMitH: all in favor? (Chorus of ayes)
PreSideNt SMitH: Just a little bookkeeping here. dr.

James V. Nealon died last spring at age ninety-two. we missed
that. do your own moment of silence for dr. Nealon if you will.
thank you.

at this point, i would like John fitzSimons to escort Mr.
o’brien and Mr. Codd to the podium. i’ll ask Mr. o’brien to
place the Second Vice President’s Medal around Mr. Codd’s
neck. 

Mr. Codd: thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: the changing of the guard, gentlemen.

Congratulations.
brian Murphy, will you please come to the podium? Mr.

o’brien will get the first Vice President’s Medal.
Mr. o’brieN: thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: Congratulations.
PreSideNt SMitH: Now i have two presentations for

brian Murphy, the President’s Medal and the President’s book,
which i’ll ask you to sign. You are in charge for the next two
years. Congratulations, brian.

You are now in a special way the keeper of the Society’s his-
tory and future. we entrust it to you.

finally, i present to you the President’s Medallion of the
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Society, which bears, allegorically, a figure of ireland looking to
the west, to its new land, america. it was crafted by tiffany in
1879 and is made of wicklow gold. brian, congratulations.

Mr. MUrPHY: thank you.
PreSideNt SMitH: Some new business. 
the officers of this Society have consented and now unani-

mously recommend Section 10 of the bylaws be changed, the
rules on the dues to become a life Member. it is recommended
to be changed to twenty years or age fifty-five, whichever comes
first. we will put this to a vote at the January meeting. this is
something for you to consider going forward, something we rec-
ommend.

i just have some closing remarks as i move on to my presi-
dency.

let me start by thanking you for this great privilege — and i
certainly consider it a privilege — to have been of one of the
most engaging and satisfying experiences of my professional life. 

when i accepted the leadership position from former
President bob reilly, my outright goal was really simple, or so it
seemed. i was intent upon improving on the great work bob had
done and making this an even better organization than i had
inherited. a lofty ambition you might say, but one that i think has
been accomplished.

let me add that the accomplishment was achieved on the
basis of a great team effort for which many are responsible and
to whom i owe a great debt of gratitude. our committee chairs,
including ken Hickman, tim kenny, tom Sullivan, Joe
Geoghan, have done their work in exceptional fashion. the many
men supporting them have worked tirelessly at their responsibil-
ities.

our Glee Club, under the leadership of Jack walton and now
conducted by kevin faughey, has stepped up and performed.
indeed, my only note of regret during the past two years is that
the administrative burden of being president has kept me from
my often-professed desire to be a member of the Glee Club. it’s
the only club in america i can’t get in. (laughter)

there is a separate group of men that i believe have acted as
my strong support group and in my opinion deserve a special note
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of thanks. 
i speak of John Queenan, treasurer for life, who goes beyond

dedication. John, you do. You spend so much time and you care.
You have been a great partner. i can’t thank you enough.

Jack brennan, who, although he holds the position of duties of
almoner, and he performs that admirable position, he really
holds the additional duty, the conscience of the Society. He is
always asking questions and raising points that energize our
board meeting. Jack, thank you for your support.

ray teatum, our able Secretary, who performs so many roles
it’s difficult to praise him for all that he has done. but why try?
He pretty much does that all by himself. Good to see you in an
upright position tonight, ray. (laughter)

i want to thank brian andersson, our Historian, who has got-
ten off to a great start. the 2003 book is out and you should get
it in a couple of weeks. we’re all irish. 2003. the last i checked,
it’s 2007. Scary.

i want to thank Mark Codd and the board of Stewards for the
excellent job of moving us to the Princeton Club and a humorous
try one night at the Yale Club. i understand the last person has
been freed from the elevator at the Yale Club last week.
(laughter)

but i think we’ve found a true home here at the Princeton
Club. i think it has been a great accomplishment. as you might
have heard me say on more than one occasion, i intended to make
this a friendlier friendly Sons. i believe this place and the board
of Stewards have succeeded at that task. 

thank you to John Coleman and ed Sweeney for kick-start-
ing our web site. 

for upgrading your wardrobe with ties and pins, brian
andersson has been terrific, getting us up into the nineteenth cen-
tury.

i’d also like to congratulate John Coleman, who will now be
our new Head of Stewards. the Coleman family has been a great,
great tradition at the friendly Sons. we’re going to ensure that
that continues going forward. thank you, John. and this is some-
thing you did on your own, not on your name. thank you.
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lastly, let me talk about new leadership team. from this point
on, the duty and responsibility and honor of leading this organi-
zation falls to brian Murphy as President, tom o’brien as first
Vice President, and Mark Codd as Second Vice President. these
gentlemen have my hearty congratulations.

let me stress that i’m not moving to that group sometimes
referred to as “the former living presidents.” (laughter)

i know that you can count on this most important body of
cooperation from this current membership. i know that you will
offer them the strong undercurrent of support that tends to be
present when we meet here. i looked forward to it, i have bene-
fited from it, and i ask you now to transfer that to this new group
of gentlemen. 

Gentlemen, from the bottom of my heart let me express my
gratitude for the honor of leading you for the last two years. as i
identified to you earlier, my goal in assuming the presidency of
this great Society was to leave it better than i found it. i hope in
your estimation i was able to reach that lofty goal. 

God bless you and God bless the friendly Sons. thank you.
(applause)

Mr. briaN M. MUrPHY: Gentlemen, it is an honor and a
privilege to have your election as President of the Society. 

on behalf of everybody in the room, we’d like to thank al for
the phenomenal job that he has done. (applause)

following al is sort of akin to being the next band up after
Springsteen. we all know al has dined with kings and queens and
prime ministers, just about everybody else. He has been all
around the world.

when i was proposed for officer, al said to me — and i’m
from New Jersey — “but don’t you have to be a United States
citizen?”  i tried to explain to al that we’re only across the pond,
but we haven’t quite gotten there yet.

i’d like to congratulate Mr. o’brien and Mr. Codd. 
it’s a great honor, as i said, to stand in front of you all. as al

said before, we need each and every one of you to help us go for-
ward. the intent of our Society is to go forward and upward. al
has done that and the prior presidents before him have done that.
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al has taken us to a new level, i think — maybe the twentieth
century, maybe a little more. we’re getting there, we’re gaining,
and we’d like to continue to do that.

Specifically toward the younger members, we’d like to have
your input. we can’t have everybody be Jack brennan. we need
some younger Jack brennans. we need some other people who
are going to help us go forward.

all ideas are good ideas. we’d like to maybe at some point get
the web site up where we can take emails from members and that
type of thing.

a couple of announcements.
the dinner this year is going to be on March 14th because

March 17th is Holy week. we were requested, and we have obvi-
ously acquiesced, to have the dinner on the prior friday night,
which you will all be getting in your mailing.

at the end of the night, we’d like if we could have everybody
please allow the Glee Club — they do such good work and
they’ve put so much effort and time into it — to finish before
everybody leaves. it’s sort of like walking out after communion;
it doesn’t count. (laughter)

i’d like to acknowledge my dad, who had knee replacement
surgery for the second time, or else he would have been here
tonight. when i told him that i was going to be here tonight and
i was expected to speak, he asked me to just remember one thing
that he has always told me. 

i said, “Yes, dad, i remember what you’ve always told me,
but is it the same?”

He said, “Yes, it is. No one, absolutely no one, is here to hear
you speak.”

thank you very much. (applause)
PreSideNt SMitH: the Glee Club didn’t recognize that

voice. it wasn’t me. Please proceed, gentlemen.
PartiCiPaNt: You’re history, buddy.
Mr. faUGHeY: Good evening, gentlemen.
before we begin, i just wanted to bring something to your

attention. You might notice on the tables this evening there is an
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ad for membership in the Glee Club. if there is anyone here who
might like to become a member of the Glee Club, please —

VoiCe: al Smith.
Mr. faUGHeY: we’ll be holding auditions afterwards, al. 
Please feel free to call one of the gentlemen who’s listed here.
i also just wanted to mention something. these men are very

dedicated to our Glee Club. Many of them will give up some per-
sonal events to be here with us.

tonight one person i would like to mention is our member
don Mulry, who is celebrating his fifty-eighth wedding anniver-
sary and yet he is here today to sing with us. in two years, don
will celebrate his fiftieth anniversary with the Club. don, we
hope you will stay with us for a very long time.

this evening our program will consist of four short songs, so
we are very happy that everybody has stayed. we are going to
sing first “i’ll take You Home again, kathleen” by westendorf.
then we are going to sing “Moon river.”  after that, we will
have a soloist, bob atkinson, who is going to sing “the four
Green fields” by tommy Makem, words and lyrics both by
tommy Makem. then, finally, the Glee Club will close by
singing “the Minstrel boy” and “from Sea to Shining Sea.”

thank you very much for listening to us. we hope you enjoy
the program.

(Glee Club Performance)
Mr. MUrPHY: Gentlemen, please stand for the National

anthem, which will conclude the evening.
(Singing of National anthem.)
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roll of Members
of the

Society of the friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
in the City of New-York

_________________

HoNorarY MeMberS
eleCted

HiS eXCelleNCY
HiS eMiNeNCe reVereNd CardiNal edward eGaN 2002

reVereNd JoSePH a. o’Hare, S.J. 2004

elected 
rev. Msgr. George f. bardes ..........1974
edward bowes ................................2003
John a. brennan..............................1981
thomas P. Callahan.........................1993
Hon. Hugh l. Carey .......................1963
lawrence f. Corroon.......................1959
John G. duggan ..............................1965
david l. Godvin .............................1972
owen e. Hearty, Sr. .......................1950
kevin e. kavanagh .........................1992

elected 
Peter l. keane ................................1958
richard k. leblond, ii ...................1952
edward l. leslie, Jr. ......................1960
edward H. Murphy .........................1956
Hugh ryan ......................................1944
richard Joyce Smith .......................1949
Patrick J. Sullivan ...........................1957
timothy P. Sullivan.........................1957
rev. Msgr. Henry J. Vier.................1952

VeteraN MeMberSHiP

life MeMberSHiP

elected
ambrose, Myles J ...........................1996
andersson, brian G.........................1989

bambury, J. James...........................1965
barrett, John J. ................................1979
barrett, thomas V., Jr .....................2000
bateman, frank C. ..........................1976
battersby, Hugh J. ...........................1970
beards, daniel e .............................1971
blessing, francis M.P......................1975
bodkin, laurence G., Jr. .................1966
bodkin, laurence G., iii .................1986
boland, Joseph M............................1954
brennan, John l. .............................1968
brennan, thomas a., Jr...................1975
brennan, thomas a.........................1997
bresnan, william J. .........................1976
brosnan, Vincent M. .......................1955
brown, anthony w..........................1941
brown, arthur J...............................1941
brown, Jerry e. ...............................1958
brown, Peter Campbell, Jr. .............1968
brown, rev. Msgr. Patrick e ..........1992
brown, robert J. ............................1981
buckley, kevin C. ...........................1996

elected
burke, edward J..............................1978
burke, francis d.   .........................1982
burke, James Mck..........................1988
burke, Michael f. ...........................1985
burke, Peter C.................................1989
burke, richard f. ............................1974
burke, robert J. ..............................1975
burke, robert P. ..............................1989
burke, thomas C., Jr.......................1985
byrne, Christopher J. ......................1987
byrne, daniel C. .............................1985

Cahill, kevin M., M.d....................1964
Callahan, alfred J............................1982
Callahan, david P............................1977
Callahan, John P. .............................1981
Callahan, Paul J...............................1981
Carey, Christopher w. .....................1983
Carey, thomas J. .............................1982
Carroll, Mark J ................................1990
Carron, Charles J.............................1981
Casey, dennis P ..............................1980
Casey, James M...............................1976
Casey, James P ................................1970
Casey, John P...................................1983
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elected
Casey, thomas P. ............................1977
Cassidy, Michael S..........................1966
Caulway, John J. .............................1969
Clark, rev. James P.........................1962
Clark, John S. ..................................1969
Cleary, robert J...............................1991
Codd, Mark b..................................1979
Coleman, John a., iii......................1994
Collins, John P.................................1973
Collins, Paul d. ...............................1955
Collins, richard k. .........................1978
Conlon, John M. .............................1993
Concannon, John J. .........................1977
Concannon, richard J. ....................1981
Connolly, kevin J............................1985
Connolly, Sean P. ............................1985
Connor, John H. ..............................1968
Connor, robert e. ...........................1969
Connors, John J., d.M.d. ...............1977
Connorton, John V., Jr.....................1972
Connorton, John V., iii ...................1993
Cox, James w.b ..............................2000
Cox, Peter bingham........................1988
Cox, robert e..................................1999
Creaney, anthony P ........................1983
Creedon, richard t. ........................1973
Cronin, Garrett J..............................1986
Cronin, william J. ...........................1987
Crotty, Paul a..................................1978
Crumlish, James P...........................1985
Cuddahy, John P. .............................1975
Cuddahy, Sean P..............................1986
Cuite, thomas J., Jr.........................1982
Cullen, John J..................................1967
Cunneen, John M. ...........................1946
Cunningham, richard J., Jr............ 1971
Curley, rev. thomas J. ...................1976
Curran, Paul J..................................1964
Curry, bernard f..............................1946
Curry, John f., iii ............................1960
Curry, robert e., Jr. ........................1960
Curtin, brian J., M.d. .....................1957
Curtin, thomas Hayes.....................1985

daley, Gerald f ...............................1987
darcy, keith t. ................................1974
delaney, James J. ............................1979
dennis, benjamin f., iii .................1970
derosa, thomas M.........................1987
diamond, Patrick H. .......................1968
dobbs, william H., ii......................1982
doherty, James e ............................1996
donnelly, edwin r..........................1983
donnelly, robert o. ........................1964
donohue, raymond t. ................... 1964
dooley, william  N. ........................1986
dowdall, James ...............................2001
dowden, James H. ..........................1967
downing, John M............................1983
doyle, Peter d.................................1995
doyle, thomas M. ..........................1967
driscoll. bro. John G. .....................1972

elected
driscoll, Sean r. .............................1979
duff, donal P ..................................1988
duignan, richard M........................1985
dunleavy, thomas J. .......................1976
dwyer, denis J. ...............................1963
dwyer, francis J .............................1984
dwyer, thomas S., Jr. .....................1963

earley, anthony f., Jr. .....................1952
earls, thomas J. ..............................1974
egan, Patrick J. ...............................1972
ennis, Joseph l., Jr. ........................1952
fanning, John J. ..............................1983
fargis, George b., Jr. ......................1961
fearon, Stephen J. ...........................1975
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CHaritieS of tHe SoCietY
in keeping with the fundamental purpose of the Society,  funds

have been appropriated annually to hospitals, clinics, homes and
other institutions rendering charitable aid toward irish immigrants,
and their descendants. the Society makes contributions to such
organizations as Catholic Charities of the archdiocese of New
York, federation of Protestant welfare agencies, emerald isle
immigration Center, Project irish outreach, Holy Name Center for
Homeless Men, Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and Covenant
House, among others.

the enlargement of the Society’s Charity fund will allow for an
extension and increase in our annual contributions. therefore,
donations and bequests are encouraged.

forM of beQUeSt

i give and bequest to “the Society of the
friendly Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of
New York,’’ a Corporation created in the year
1827 under the laws of the State of New York,
the sum of …… dollarS

aNNiVerSarY diNNerS
a list of places where the anniversary dinners of the Society

have been held since its organization to the year 1962 appears in
the History, appendix H, page 538.

1963 Hotel astor
1964 waldorf-astoria Hotel
1965-1966 Hotel astor
1967-1968 Hilton Hotel
1969-1978 americana Hotel
1979-1988 the Sheraton Centre Hotel
1989-2007 Sheraton New York Hotel & towers

Glee ClUb
a brief history of the Glee Club appears in the 1994 Yearbook of
the Society, at page 89.
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offiCerS of tHe SoCietY
a chronological list of officers of the Society from its

 organization to the year 1962 appears in the History, 
appendix d, page 524. for later years, see 1963 Yearbook and the
following:

1964-1965
eUGeNe f. MoraN, Jr., President
fraNCiS b. deleHaNtY, Jr.,
1st Vice-Pres.

daNiel f. CoHalaN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
artHUr J. MorriS, Treasurer
riCHard C. MUrPHY,
Rec. Secretary and Historian

PHiliP J. CUrrY, Cor. Secretary
MartiN f. SHea, Almoner

1966
fraNCiS b. deleHaNtY, Jr., President
daNiel f. CoHalaN, 1st Vice-Pres.
JoHN S. bUrke, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
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riCHard C. MUrPHY,
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PHiliP J. CUrrY, Cor. Secretary
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner
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fraNCiS b. deleHaNtY, Jr., President
daNiel f. CoHalaN, 1st Vice-Pres.
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PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
Mark P. StUMPf, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner
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J. fraNk MorriS., Almoner
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alfred Y. MorGaN, 1st Vice-Pres.
MartiN f. SHea, 2nd Vice-Pres.
daVid V. rUSSell Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
Mark P. StUMPf, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1972-1973
alfred Y. MorGaN, President
MartiN f. SHea, 1st Vice-Pres.
JoSePH C. NUGeNt, 2nd Vice-Pres.
daVid V. rUSSell, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
Mark P. StUMPf, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS., Almoner

1974-1975
MartiN f. SHea, President
JoSePH C. NUGeNt, 1st Vice-Pres.
lawreNCe X. CUSaCk, 2nd Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS a. ColeMaN, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
Mark P. StUMPf, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1976-1977
JoSePH C. NUGeNt, President
lawreNCe X. CUSaCk, 1st Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS a. ColeMaN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePH C. breNNaN, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
Mark P. StUMPf, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1978-1979
lawreNCe X. CUSaCk, President
tHoMaS a. ColeMaN, 1st Vice-Pres.
berNard f. CUrrY, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePH C. breNNaN, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
MartiN J. wHite, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1980-1981
tHoMaS a. ColeMaN, President
berNard f. CUrrY, 1st Vice-Pres.
williaM HUGHeS MUlliGaN,
2nd Vice-Pres.

JoSePH C. breNNaN, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
MartiN J. wHite, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS Almoner
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1982
berNard f. CUrrY, President
williaM HUGHeS MUlliGaN,
1st Vice-Pres.

JoHN J. PHelaN, Jr. 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoSePH C. breNNaN Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
MartiN J. wHite, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1983
berNard f. CUrrY, Jr., President
williaM HUGHeS MUlliGaN,
1st Vice-Pres.

JoHN J. PHelaN, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS C. bUrke, Treasurer
PHiliP J. CUrrY, Secretary
MartiN J. wHite, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1984-1985
williaM HUGHeS MUlliGaN, President
JoHN J. PHelaN, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
JoHN t. o’HaGaN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS C. bUrke, Treasurer
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr., Secretary
MartiN J. wHite, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1986-1987
JoHN J. PHelaN, Jr., President
JoHN t. o’HaGaN, 1st Vice-Pres.
Peter P. MUlleN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS C. bUrke, Treasurer
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr., Secretary
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1988-1989
JoHN t. o’HaGaN, President
Peter P. MUlleN, 1st Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr.,
2nd Vice-Pres.

tHoMaS C. bUrke, Treasurer
edward J. bUrke, Secretary
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Historian
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner

1990-1991
Peter P. MUlleN, President
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr.,
1st Vice-Pres.

edward J. bUrke, Secretary
PatriCk f.X. MUlHearN, Treasurer
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Secretary
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner
aUStiN S. MUrPHY, Historian

1992
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr., President
edward J. bUrke, 1st Vice-Pres.
ViCtor d. ZiMiNSkY, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
PatriCk f.X. MUlHearN, Treasurer
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Secretary
J. fraNk MorriS, Almoner
aUStiN S. MUrPHY, Historian

1993
tHoMaS a. breNNaN, Jr., President
edward J. bUrke, 1st Vice-Pres.
ViCtor d. ZiMiNSkY, Jr., 2nd Vice-Pres.
PatriCk f.X. MUlHearN, Treasurer
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Secretary
aUStiN S. MUrPHY, Historian
JoHN a. ColeMaN, Jr., Almoner

1994-1995
edward J. bUrke, President
ViCtor d. ZiMiNSkY, Jr., 1st Vice-Pres.
aUStiN S. MUrPHY, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN H. fitZSiMoNS, Treasurer
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Secretary
robert J. reillY, Historian
JoHN a. ColeMaN, Jr., Almoner

1996-1997
ViCtor d. ZiMiNSkY, Jr., President
aUStiN S. MUrPHY, 1st Vice-Pres.
williaM J. CroNiN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN H. fitZSiMoNS, Treasurer
tiMotHY P. SUlliVaN, Secretary
robert J. reillY, Historian
williaM J. MCCaffertY, Almoner

1998-1999
williaM J. CroNiN, President
tiMotHY G. reYNoldS, 1st Vice-Pres.
JoHN H. fitZSiMoNS, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN P. CaSeY, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
robert J. reillY, Historian
williaM J. MCCaffertY, Almoner

2000-2001
tiMotHY G. reYNoldS, President
JoHN H. fitZSiMoNS, 1st Vice-Pres.
robert J. reillY, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN M. QUeeNaN, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
HeNrY f. wHite, Jr., Historian
JoHN P. CaSeY, Almoner
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2002-2003
JoHN H. fitZSiMoNS, President
robert J. reillY, 1st Vice-Pres.
alfred e. SMitH, iV, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN M. QUeeNaN, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
HeNrY f. wHite, Jr., Historian
JoHN a. breNNaN, Almoner

2004-2005
robert J. reillY, President
alfred e. SMitH, iV, 1st Vice-Pres.
briaN M. MUrPHY, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN M. QUeeNaN, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
HeNrY f. wHite, Jr., Historian
JoHN a. breNNaN, Almoner

2006
alfred e. SMitH, iV, President
briaN M. MUrPHY, 1st Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS M. o’brieN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN M. QUeeNaN, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
HeNrY f. wHite, Jr., Historian
JoHN a. breNNaN, Almoner

2007
alfred e. SMitH, iV, President
briaN M. MUrPHY, 1st Vice-Pres.
tHoMaS M. o’brieN, 2nd Vice-Pres.
JoHN M. QUeeNaN, Treasurer
raYMoNd C. teatUM, Secretary
briaN G. aNderSSoN, Historian
JoHN a. breNNaN, Almoner
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JoHN J. breNNaN
John J. brennan, usually known as Jack, a life member of the

Society, died on September 18, 2007, at the age of 83. He was a
resident of Manhasset, New York.

Jack brennan was born on october 11, 1923, in St. Clare’s
Hospital in Manhattan and grew up in Neponsit, Queens. He was
a graduate of brooklyn Prep and Holy Cross College and
received his law degree from fordham University School of law.
while in law school he served as a clerk at white & Case law
firm.

after graduation he joined brennan and Sloan, inc., a concrete
construction business started by his father, william r. brennan,
in 1923. william r. brennan was a life member of the friendly
Sons and a member of the board of Stewards. He also sang in the
Glee Club for many years.

in its early years, brennan and Sloan was involved in the con-
struction of buildings for Columbia Presbyterian Hospital,
Columbia and Yale Universities and New York life insurance
Company, to name a few.

in the post-war period, after Jack joined the firm, brennan and
Sloan did the concrete work on the United Nations Headquarters,
the New York Coliseum and the battery tunnel parking garage,
among many others. after becoming president of brennan and
Sloan, Jack was responsible for many other New York landmarks,
including his personal favorite, the CbS building at the corner of
Sixth avenue and 52nd Street. Professionally he was a member
of the executive committee of the board of governors of the
building trades association (btea) and was employers’ chair-
man of the welfare and pension funds of the New York City
district Council of Carpenters. He took great pride in traveling
around Manhattan with his family and pointing out the many
buildings with which his company had been involved.

Shortly after graduating from law school, Jack Married eileen
fitzgerald. they moved to Manhasset in 1957 with their five
children. five more children were born in Manhasset. Jack and
eileen raised ten children, three daughters and seven sons, all of
whom survive him. in Manhasset, the brennans were members of
St. Mary’s Church. Jack was a member of St. Mary’s parish coun-
cil and a trustee of the Munsey Park Village.
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a member of the Society for more than sixty years, Jack was
a member of the admissions Committee in the late 1980’s and
early 90’s.

in addition to eileen, his wife of 59 years, and his children, he
is survived by twenty-four grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. a Mass of Christian burial was celebrated on
September 22nd, at St. Mary’s, Manhasset, followed by inter-
ment in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, Hawthorne, New York.

the Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife eileen and
his children.

edward f. brennan
Michael r. brennan
thomas a. brennan
thomas a. brennan, Jr.
thomas a. brennan, iii

Committee

tHoMaS C. bUrke
thomas Churchill burke, a former treasurer of the Society, of

watch Hill, ri, formerly of New York, NY, and Hobe Sound, fl,
died on february 23, 2007 at the age of 82. He was a retired part-
ner in the law firm of white & Case, trustee of the altman
foundation and former member of the board of education  of the
City of New York.

tom’s longtime interest in the friendly Sons of St. Patrick
stemmed from his strong irish heritage. His Paternal grandmoth-
er, bridget leary, came to this country from Cahirciveen, County
kerry, in the 1860’s at age no more than 13, accompanied by her
sister who was in her teens. She settled in Norwich, Ct, where
she eventually married thomas burke, who had emigrated from
Port Magee, a village near her hometown in kerry.  tom’s father,
John S. burke, was brought up in Norwich, principally by his
mother, his father having died as a boy. for many years, he head-
ed up b. altman & Co., the New York City department store; and
in 1954 and 1955, served as President of the Society.  tom’s fore-
bears on his mother’s side were also entirely of irish decent,
notwithstanding that his mother’s name was Churchill, a name
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which sometimes required explanation.
thomas C. burke was born in New York City on May 2, 1924,

and lived in the city until his retirement. in recent years he lived
in watch Hill and Hobe Sound, fla.  He graduated from
Canterbury School, Yale University, where he was an intercolle-
giate swimmer, and Columbia University law School.  during
world war ii, he served in the U.S. Naval reserve to the rank of
lt. (jg), principally in the South Pacific area. He spent his entire
professional career with white & Case, with the exception of two
years as an assistant United States attorney in the Southern
district of New York from 1953 to 1995. at white & Case he
specialized in corporate law.

in 1948, he became a trustee of the altman foundation which
was then owner of b. altman & Co., the former New York
department store. the foundation confines its contributions to
institutions in the New York City area in the fields of social wel-
fare, education, medicine and the arts. He served as a trustee,
treasurer and officer of the foundation for fifty years and
remained trustee emeritus.  He also served as a director of the
department store company.  His father, the late John S. burke,
and later his brother, John S. burke, Jr., were, successively, the
heads of both the foundation and company, and his sister Jane
burke o’Connell, is now president of the foundation. in May,
1964, tom was appointed by Mayor robert wagner as a member
of the board of education of the City of New York. He served
until September, 1968.  during his service, he supported meas-
ures designed to improve the education of minority groups,
including children in non-public schools.  He also devoted time
to other educational and charitable activities.  He served as pres-
ident of the boards of the Catholic Home bureau, a New York
City child-care agency (later merged with the Catholic Guardian
Society), and St. david’s School, a boy’s Private elementary
school in New York City. at various times, he served on the
boards of the Greater New York fund (later merged with the
United way); the College of Mount St. Vincent, riverdale, NY;
the New York Medical College; Canterbury School, New
Milford, Ct.; St. Michael’s College, winooski, Vt.; the
Gregorian University foundation; and the knights of Malta,
american Chapter, where he was also the chairman of the
Committee on Standards and admissions.  He had also been a
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trustee of the Church of St. thomas More and a member of the
Cardinal’s Committee of the laity, all in New York City.    

tom joined the friendly Sons in 1948 and became a life
Member in 1958. He immediately took part in activities in the
Society, serving in various capacities until his election as
treasurer from 1983 to 1989 He was proud to have attended
every anniversary dinner from 1948 until the time of his death.
a continuing connection with the friendly Sons is the member-
ship of his four sons, brother-in-law, nephew and grandnephew.

tom and his wife Janet became permanent residents of watch
Hill, ri in 2001. enjoying a lifelong love of the sea, he could
often be found swimming and fishing, particularly with his chil-
dren.  if you knew tom, you knew he loved his gardens.  of note
were his burgundy dahlias and pink bonica roses. in the vegetable
category, he always delighted in serving family and guests the
“early girl” and “beefsteak” tomatoes.  He was a charter member
of the Misquamicut Club and a longtime Secretary and member
of its governing committee. in 1954, he was the Men’s club
champion. 

as for his other sports interests, he grew up going and fol-
lowing the New York Yankees and football Giants. He was a life-
long fan and attended lou Gehrig’s luckiest man game and Joe
diMaggio’s first. He recalled Joe d. hit a triple and two singles
in his debut. the season tickets for the Giants went back to 1937
when they played at the Polo Grounds.

tom married the former Janet Mckay on July 13, 1957 at the
Church of St. thomas More in New York City and enjoyed just
shy of 50 years of marriage.  as tom was a navigator in the navy,
his wife Janet was his gentle North Star. He is survived by his
loving wife and seven beloved children, Janet b. Connor,
thomas C. burke, Jr., Michael f. burke, James M. burke, Peter
C. burke, anne b. Manella and Susan b. o’Neal; 17 grandchil-
dren; and two sisters, Patricia b. debany and Jane b, o’Connell.
He was the son of the late John and Helen burke, and prede-
ceased by his brothers, John S. burke, Jr., and Michael burke;
and sister Mary C. burke. 

Mass of Christian burial was at the Church of St. Clare in
Misquamicut, ri. the Principal Celebrant was the Most
reverend william (bill) J. McCormick, his lifelong friend whom
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he met in fifth grade at loyola School in New York City.
Members of the Society Concelebrating were Msgr. edward J.
Mitty, Jr.; Msgr. George f. bardes; Msgr. kevin J. Sullivan and
the rev. robert M. dunn. tom is interred at riverbend Cemetery
in westerly, ri.   

thomas C. burke, Jr.
Michael f. burke
Hon. James M. burke
Peter C. burke
ralph a. o’Connell, M.d.
raymond C. teatum
Victor d. Ziminsky, Jr.  

Committee

robert CallaGY
robert M. Callagy, a life Member since 1985, and a lawyer

who handled landmark suits involving advertising, copyrite and
the first amendment, died on december 1, 2006 at Greenwich
Hospital. 

Callagy was the longtime senior partner at Satterlee, Stephens,
burke & burke in Manhattan, where he specialized in large-scale
commercial litigation. He was lead counsel at more than 100 tri-
als and argued dozens of appeals in state and federal courts across
the country. 

one of his biggest cases involved representing ford Motor
Co. during the late 1980s after singer bette Midler sued over the
use of a “sound-alike” performer to imitate her voice in a televi-
sion commercial. He also represented the random House pub-
lishing company after J.d. Salinger, the reclusive author of
“Catcher in the rye,” sued to block the use of his personal letters
in an unauthorized biography. lawyer James rittinger, a partner
at Satterlee, Stephens, described Callagy as “really a model for
what a lawyer should be.” He said Callagy continued working
despite his illness until two weeks ago. “He was from the old
school: it wasn’t all about the money, it was about the practice of
law. it really meant something to him,” rittinger said. 

Callagy was also the lawyer for the Journal News, where he
advised the newspaper on libel law and frequently reviewed con-
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troversial stories before publication. in 2003, he won a lawsuit
that forced the city of Yonkers to give the newspaper copies of
financial-disclosure forms filed by city employees. “this is a
great loss,” said Henry freeman, editor and vice president/news
of the Journal News. “bob was a friend of journalists every-
where, and a true defender of the first amendment.” 

barbara wall, vice president and associate general counsel of
the Gannett Co., which owns the Journal News, said Callagy’s
death marked “a very sad day for those of us in the news busi-
ness.” “bob was an outstanding lawyer and a tireless advocate for
the first amendment,” wall said. “we at Gannett will miss his
wise counsel - and his friendship.” 

Callagy was a former chairman of the College of Mount St.
Vincent in riverdale, and a former president of the rye free
reading room. He was vice president of Manhattanville College
in Purchase, and served on the board of the lauinger library at
Georgetown University in washington, d.C., where he earned his
bachelor’s degree. 

Callagy earned his law degree from New York University in
1963 and joined Satterlee, Stephens in 1967. He was made a part-
ner two years later and had been the senior partner there for more
than two decades. 

He was a member of the knights of Malta and co-trustee of
the roman Catholic Church of the resurrection in rye. 

in addition to his wife, lynn, of rye, Callagy is survived by
three children, Susan McCloskey of bronxville, Sara finn of rye
and robert Jr., known as “rory,” of Manhattan; a brother, John
of darien, Conn.; a sister, regina burke of rye; and eight grand-
children. 

the Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife and the
family.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee
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riCHard CoNwaY CaSeY
Judge richard Conway Casey, a member of the Society,

passed away on March 22, 2007. a Mass of Christian burial was
held at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral at which edward Cardinal egan
was the celebrant and eulogist.

the Judge was born on January 19, 1933 in ithaca, New York.
He graduated from Garden City High School in 1951 and from
the College of the Holy Cross in 1955, where he played tackle on
the Crusader football team. He earned his law degree from
Georgetown University law School in 1958.

after a short time in the New York County district attorney’s
office, dick entered the United States army and on discharge
became an assistant United States attorney in the Southern
district of New York, where he served as Chief of the internal
Security Unit until 1963. during his time in the United States
attorney’s office, dick tried major spy cases involving espi-
onage by both american and russian Communists. when he left
the United attorney’s office, he became Counsel to the Special
Commission of the State of New York, where he was in charge of
investigations into public corruption.

in 1964, Judge Casey entered private practice and, in 1970, he
became a partner at brown & wood. Judge Casey was the
Chairman of the american bar association Committee on
Securities litigation from 1975 until 1977. He remained a part-
ner at brown & wood until his appointment as a United States
district Judge for the Southern district of New York on october
24, 1997.

over the years, Judge Casey gradually became blind and he
was the first blind lawyer to ever serve as a United States district
Judge in the history of the republic. while a federal Judge,
richard presided over many high-profile cases including the
prosecution of Peter Gotti, who was convicted and is serving a
long prison sentence.

Judge Casey was proud of his irish heritage and was a dedi-
cated and devoted roman Catholic layman. besides being a
Member of the friendly Sons, dick was a knight of Malta and
annually went on a pilgrimage to lourdes with other Members of
that Society.
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the Society extends its deep sympathy to his son richard, Jr.
John f. keenan
kevin thomas duffy
P. kevin Castel

Committee

edward r. CUNNiffe, Jr.
edward Cunniffe, Jr., an active Member of the Society for

more than half a century since 1952, died on January 12, 2007.
He grew up in the bronx where his father was an obstetrician.

edward was a brilliant lawyer with a long career as an
assistant United States attorney for the Southern district of
New York.  He graduated from Yale law School in 1947 and
served as an editor of the Yale Law Review.  for many years he
maintained an active law practice near his home on east 72nd
Street.

He was highly intelligent, understated in manner, very prin-
cipled and known for his marvelous sense of humor.

among his many interests was the wildlife Conservation
Society. He was a good friend to many of his colleagues at the
bar.

He was a devoted member of the parish of St. Jean baptiste
at lexington avenue and 76th Street for many decades and a
Mass of Christian burial was offered there for him. the Society
extends its deepest sympathy to his family.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee
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riCHard J. CUNNiNGHaM
richard J. Cunningham, a life member of the Society, died on

april 10, 1983, thirty days after the death of his wife, anne Quirk
Cunningham. born on March 16, 1910 he died young by modern
standards but struggling with the final ordeal of his wife he
brought himself to death’s door and in the brief month after her
passing it was clear that he had little interest in a life without her.

born in Manhattan, the middle child of the three girls and two
boys born to richard and delia Cunningham, both here from
County Mayo. His father was a Shop Steward, working for the
turner Construction Company when, while breaking up a fight
between two workers he was shoved backwards into an elevator
shaft. He made it to the hospital and died with richard at his side.
as his brother John had begun his own life, working in the postal
service but soon to begin a career with the NYfd, richard, at
eleven years of age, became the man of the house and with three
unmarried sisters and a widowed mother he immediately sought
work in order to bring money into the home. everyone in the
family worked, even his mother from whom the local political
machine, with a compassion then common, found a position as a
ward captain with a small income.

His formal education under the irish Christian brothers was
cut short as a result of the tragedy and he turned to full time work,
attending school at night to achieve a high school diploma. 

as a very young man he joined what was then known as the
National bronx bank and he wore out shoe leather calling on cus-
tomers in the industrial areas of the southeast bronx. He was
made a teller and finally promoted to the position of Cashier of
the bank. during this period he served with the Seventh
regiment, mainly to play on its basketball team, and while
spending the obligatory two weeks in training at fort drum, he
managed to carry on the romance with ann Quirk which led to
their wedding and the birth in 1936 of richard, Jr. and the birth
of dorothy Cunningham Currie, in 1940.

during the war they lived in Sunnyside, Queens and each day
he made the lengthy trip to the bank on east tremont avenue in
the bronx. it was during those years that he developed an asth-
matic condition that brought him near to death in 1946 and from
which he suffered for all of the remainder of his life.
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in 1947 the late John J. reynolds recruited him to join him in
his real estate brokerage and management company, then located
at 46th and Vanderbilt in Manhattan. He was installed as
Comptroller of the company and served in that capacity until the
late fifties when he was made President of the american National
bank, the smallest bank on wall Street and the successor to the
National bronx bank of his youth. He held that position until the
sale of the bank in the late sixties. He rejoined the reynolds
organization and remained there until his death, participating in
the negotiation of the sale of the company to the late Harry
Helmsley after the death of John reynolds.

He worked very hard all of his life and he was a stern but fair
taskmaster, which served the best interests of his family and all
those who worked under him. He took great pleasure in his fam-
ily , the friendly Sons, the Milrose Games, the Yankees and of
course the football Giants. 

the Society extends its deep sympathy to his son, daughter
and his grandchildren.

richard J. Cunningham, Jr. 

MSGr. JoHN t. faGaN
Monsignor John t. fagan, an active Member of the Society

since 1964, humanitarian, and leader in the field of child care
services for more than four decades, died on february 9, 2005 in
his home in wading river, NY. He was 79.

John thomas fagan was raised in brooklyn, studied at the
Seminary of the immaculate Conception in Huntington, and was
ordained a priest of the brooklyn diocese in 1952. after serving
in parishes on long island and in Queens, he was assigned in
1960 to head the little flower Children and family Services of
New York. Msgr. fagan began his long association with little
flower as a volunteer counselor in 1945. this agency had been
formed in 1929 by parishioners of St. Peter Claver church in
bedford Stuyvesant, brooklyn, to offer needy neighborhood chil-
dren a summer treat on the shores of long island Sound. it grew
under his leadership into a year round, full-service family agency.
Monsignor fagan retired as director of little flower in 1991. 
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father fagan received a Master’s degree in psychiatric social
work from the fordham University Graduate School of Social
Service in 1962. Under his direction little flower grew into the
largest private children’s aid agency in the region. in little
flower’s residential program he created small, more familial
group living arrangements rather than larger institutionalized
group settings that prevailed at the time.

an urgent appeal in the form of an advertisement in the New
York times by father fagan in the late 1980’s on behalf of
“boarder babies”-newborns with birth parents unable or unwill-
ing to care for them-drew over 1000 responses, the agency
reported, and more than 2,600 babies had found a place with fam-
ilies by the time the emergency was declared over in 1991.

Many people were first introduced to the charismatic father
fagan and his infectious sense of humor through their radio and
television sets. in 1981, he initiated a ten minute Sunday homily
for radio focused on foster care and adoption that aired for three
years. He later wrote and produced the weekly “little flower
Journal” a sixty-second message that appeared on long island
radio and television stations and in newspapers. in recognition of
his enormous contributions to the lives of children he was award-
ed an Honorary degree from fordham University in 1997. a stat-
ue of Monsignor fagan now stands on the little flower campus
in wading river, NY.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his brother, Msgr.
r. emmet fagan of Huntington, NY, and three sisters, Jane
fucigna, Helen Marie Murphy, and Sister kathleen fagan,
rSHM, and many nieces and nephews.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee
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doNal J. fitZPatriCk

donal fitzPatrick, a life Member having joined in 1976, died
on december 24, 2007. He was the son of James a. and rita
fitzPatrick. He had a brother, brian and a sister who predeceased
him named Nuala. a graduate of Siena College in loudenville,
NY, he was an officer of the New York life insurance Company
where he worked for over 35 years where he was known as a
hardworking, dedicated, happy and kind manager.

donal was an avid Corvette enthusiast and enjoyed driving his
vintage Corvette.  He loved his family and delighted in spending
time with them and participating in activities with his children.
He coached his daughter’s soccer team. they lived in irvington
and had previously lived in dobbs ferry and riverdale, NY.

He was proud of his irish heritage and was also a member of
the irish institute and the Mayo Society.

a Mass of resurrection was offered for him at Sacred Heart
Church in dobbs ferry, NY.

the Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife Cecelia and
to his daughters Sophia and Sara, his mother and brother.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee

robert feeleY GoMPreCHt
robert f. Gomprecht, M.d., a member of the Society, of

bronxville, New York and boca raton, florida died on
december 17, 2006. adoring husband and friend for 60 years to
kathleen, devoted and loving father to robert (alanna), Jane,
ann Skrzypczak, ellen reich (doug) and Paul (lisa), grandfa-
ther to robert Gomprecht (Paula), Christopher Gomprecht
(diana), amy Gomprecht, John Skrzypczak, Christopher, kyle,
and kevin reich, great grandfather to Matthew, kristina and
luke Gomprecht. He was born March 6, 1924 in the bronx, to
Charlotte and Clarence Gomprecht, he graduated from fordham
Prep in 1941, fordham University in 1944, and New York
University College of Medicine in 1947. dr. Gomprecht served
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as an air force Captain from 1951 to 1953. appointed director
of Medicine and Chief of Cardiology in 1961. Misericordia (our
lady of Mercy) Medical Center in the bronx. He held these posi-
tions until 1981 and continued to practice internal Medicine and
Cardiology until his retirement in 2004 at the age of 80. Professor
of Medicine at New York Medical College, he remained an
attending emeritus at our lady of Mercy Medical Center and
attending in Medicine at westchester Medical Center. Member of
the knights of Malta and a trustee of St. Joseph’s Church,
bronxville. His patients considered him not only a caring and
extremely competent physician, but also a friend and confidant.
He trained hundreds of physicians in the art of medicine and to
this day they still refer to him as their  “Professor.” He was loved
and adored by his family and friends who miss his love, wisdom,
and humor. the Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife
kathleen and his children.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee

riCHard f. GradY
richard francis Grady, an active Member of the Society since

1976, died on January 19, 2007 in baltimore, Maryland.  richard
was born on october 20, 1927 in Montclair, NJ and was a life-
long resident of that city. He was the son of the late dr. william
f. Grady, who had been born in orange, NJ in 1881 and Marian
f. McPartland Grady, born in New York City in 1888.

His paternal great grandparents were william Grady and kate
Stapleton Grady, both of County Clare.   His maternal grandpar-
ents were daniel McPartland of tyrone and anne Higgins
McPartland of Mayo.

He was a 1944 graduate of Seton Hall Prep and a 1947 grad-
uate of St. Peter’s College. He earned his medical degree from
New York University in 1952. He had earned a commission in the
US army through the reserve officer training Corps and served
for more than 30 years in the Medical Corps of the U.S. army
before retiring as a brigadier General.  He served as he regimen-
tal surgeon with the 3rd infantry division during the korean war.



187

He was subsequently the regimental surgeon for the 69th
regiment and the division surgeon for the 42nd infantry
division.  He later commanded the 102nd Medical battalion and
served as the State Surgeon for the New York army National
Guard. He was the recipient of the Military legion of Merit,
army commendation ribbon with oak leaf cluster, and the
National Guard /army reserve with silver hourglass for more
than 30 years of service, the korean Service Medal, the UN
korean Service and National defense Medal, and the Combat
Medical badge and jump wings.

dr. Grady was most recently regional medical director for
Correctional Health Services in Verona NJ.  He served as vice
president for medical affairs at the Catholic Medical Center of
brooklyn and Queens from 1982 to 1989 and was chairman of
the department of medicine and medical director of St. Clare’s
Hospital in New York from 1973 to 1982.

He also served as the director of the department of Medicine
at both booth Memorial Hospital in flushing, NY and at raritan
Valley Hospital in Green brook, NJ. throughout his career he
was a member of the faculty at the New York University School
of Medicine.

He was an avid history buff and had an extensive library of
biography and military history.  He helped to found the Montclair
Strikers Soccer Club and was an active coach and USSf soccer
referee. He loved the fighting 69th and marched with them each
year in the St. Patrick’s day parade

a funeral Mass was celebrated in our lady of Mount Carmel
Church in Montclair and interment was at immaculate
Conception Cemetery in Montclair.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife of 31
years, winifred, and to his children, richard, winifred and
william, and to his grandsons, Matthew and ryan Grady.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee
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JoHN J. HUGHeS

after a long bout with pancreatic cancer, John Joseph Hughes,
an active Member of the Society since 1956, died on april 24,
2007 at his home in long branch, New Jersey.  He was three
months shy of his 75th birthday, having been born on July 18,
1932 in New York City.

John, the second son of Mark f. Hughes and annette Morgan
Hughes, was born in Manhattan and graduated from St. ignatius
loyola Grammar School. He then graduated from Canterbury
School in 1950 where he played tackle on the football team and
third base on the baseball team.

He graduated from Columbia College in 1954.  at Columbia
he was one of the leaders of his class with involvement with the
blue key Society, the delta Psi fraternity and the Senior Society
of Sachems.

after graduation John worked briefly for the New York
telephone Company until he was drafted and served in the US
Signal Corps during the korean war.  when his service ended he
rejoined the New York telephone Company.  there he worked
until retirement.  His colleagues at that company came to admire
him and respect john for his competence, diligence, and kindness
to those working with and under him.  He was always the perfect
gentleman.

John devoted many hours to our Society by serving as a mem-
ber of the board of Stewards from 1967 to 1969 and as Chairman
of the board of Stewards from 1970 to 1975.  the 1972 dinner
will be remembered forever as the occasion when the great
william Hughes Mulligan delivered his immortal address
demonstrating that Christopher Columbus was really an
irishman.

John’s father, Mark f. Hughes was the President of our
Society in 1962 and 1963, and his uncle, alfred Y. Morgan, Sr.
was our President in 1972 and 1973.

John was not married.  He is survived by his brother, Mark f.
Hughes, Jr. and two sisters, annette H. Hillary and Mary Jane
Moeller, and eight nieces and nephews.  one of these nieces
described Uncle John as “the uncle everyone hopes for” because
of his teaching them to “bluefish” off his boat, “the friendly
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Son” and to play baseball, croquet and other sports, and his giv-
ing “bushels of toys” at Christmas and on birthdays.

after his retirement John was a daily communicant at his
home parish. He was a holy man and his family continues to seek
his guidance.

He was a member of the deal Golf & Country Club and the
Sea bright lawn tennis and Cricket Club.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his family.
Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee

riCHard a. MaHoNeY
richard a. Mahoney, an active Member since 1999, died in

december 2007 after a long illness. rick, as he was known, was
the son of thomas f. Mahoney and grew up in bayside, Queens.
He was born in flushing, Queens on July 21, 1944. His paternal
grandparents, edmund and Mary Mahoney, immigrated to the US
from County Cork. His maternal grandparents, the Mckiernan’s,
came from Cavan and Cork in ireland.

rick served in the US army in the early 1960’s during the
period of the Cuban Missile Crisis. Upon leaving the service he
joined the New York City Police department where he had a long
and highly decorated career. He served in the tactical Patrol and
emergency Services for many years and later as a Crime Scene
Unit detective.

Upon his retirement from the Police force he founded empire
State loss Prevention, ltd. located in woodside, NY along with
his friends Joseph finn and Michael accardi. this was a very
successful security and protection agency and he served as its
President beginning in 1981.

He was a member of aSiS international, the organization for
security professionals. He was a 20 year member of the NYCPd
emerald Society, the NYC retired detectives association, the
international association of Chiefs of Police and the Superior
officers association.

rick, despite all his achievements, perhaps was most proud of
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obtaining his irish Citizenship and passport through his grand-
parents. He was a larger than life character who endeared himself
to all who knew him, as a good friend, with a unique ability to
enliven his stories in the best oral traditionof the irish storytellers
of times past. in those stories as retold, and the laughter they
bring forth for those who hear them, he will be remembered for
years to come.

the Society extends it deep sympathy to his loving wife, terri,
son richard, daughter doreen and grandchildren, rachel and
Matthew.

Joseph finn
tighe Murphy
timothy Murphy

Committee

doNald G. MCCallioN
donald G. McCallion, a Veteran Member of the Society and a

member since 1954, passed away on december 21, 2006 at
Mercy Medical Center, rockville Centre, New York. He was 86
years old.

a Mass of Christian burial was celebrated on december 28,
2006 at St. thomas the apostle Church in west Hempstead, New
York, where he had been a parishioner since 1955. burial fol-
lowed at Holy rood Cemetery, westbury, New York.

born in Yonkers, New York, on december 24, 1919, he was
the son of daniel and rose (nee bradley) McCallion. He was a
graduate of fordham Prep, fordham College, and fordham law
School.

He had a long and distinguished career as an attorney. for 40
years, he practiced at a midtown Manhattan firm that, in 1964,
became french, fink, Markle and McCallion. in 1983, he went
into sole practice in Garden City, New York, and retired in 2000
at age 80.

He served the New York construction industry for decades as
counsel to the New York State building industry employers, the
New York City building trades employers association, and the
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boards of trustees of union benefit funds, including those of the
Metal lathers, bricklayers, Mason tenders, Painters, and
boilermakers unions.

He was survived by his wife of 58 years, Margaret (Peggy)
(nee kiernan) McCallion, who subsequently passed away on
april 19, 2007. He was also survived by his children donald G.
McCallion, Jr., a member of the Society since 1981, ann
McCallion and Christopher McCallion.

the Society extends its deepest condolences and sympathy to
his family.

donald G. McCallion, Jr.
robert J. reilly

Committee

deNiS MCiNerNeY
long-time friendly Sons member, denis Mcinerney, a former

Senior Partner and member of the executive Committee of the
prominent New York law firm of Cahill, Gordon and reindel,
died on tuesday, January 31, 2006, from pneumonia. He was 80,
and lived in rye, New York, and in delray beach, florida.

Mr. Mcinerney, in his 40 year tenure at the firm, handled
many major litigations and argued extensively at the trial and
appellate levels, including arguments before the United States
Supreme Court. one of his more notable cases was a price fixing
case wherein he successfully defended the a&P Company in a
forceful Supreme Court argument. a recognized expert in anti-
trust law and complex commercial litigation, Mr. Mcinerney’s
clients included, in addition to a&P, many of the largest indus-
trial and manufacturing companies in the United States, includ-
ing w.r. Grace & Company, Mcdermott, inc., Goodyear tire,
the New York times, as well as oxo, the dutch chemicals con-
glomerate. He also assisted Union Carbide in its defense of
claims following the bhopal disaster.

denis Mcinerney was born on May 31, 1925, in New York
City, and grew up in the bronx, the third child and only son of
irish immigrants. He was a proud graduate of Cathedral High
School in Manhattan, where he had originally studied for the
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priesthood. He shocked his family by immediately enlisting in
the 82nd airborne the moment he turned 18. Upon enlistment, he
commended training as a paratrooper and was stationed during
world war ii in Holland, Germany and france, where he partic-
ipated in the battle of the bulge, received the Purple Heart, and
was a member of President truman’s Color Guard at the Potsdam
Conference in berlin in 1945. while serving as a Sergeant in the
occupation forces, he took his group of men awol to see Paris
for the weekend. Upon getting back, he and his men were given
back-breaking 24-hour labor duties, but he always contended the
trip was well worth it.

returning to the United States, he fulfilled a long-standing
promise to take his father back to his native ireland, the first of
many trips he made with his family to a Country in which he con-
tinued to have a strong emotional attachment throughout his life.

denis Mcinerney graduated from fordham University in
1948, where he also taught philosophy briefly, and graduated
from its law school in 1951. He lectured for years as the law
school as an adjunct professor, on appellate advocacy, served on
the University board of trustees, and was a benefactor of the law
school. Mr. Mcinerney was also President of the fordham law
alumni association, and received its Medal of achievement, and
he was also the recipient of numerous awards for legal advocacy,
and was also honored by the archdiocese of New York, Cardinal
Committee’s for lawyers, for his work supporting the Catholic
schools for the inner city.

Mr. Mcinerney also endowed scholarships at both fordham
and fordham law School. the law school scholarships are
directed to students who wish to engage in careers of public serv-
ice.

He joined Cahill, Gordon and reindel immediately after law
school, and after brief stints in San francisco, California, for a
protracted case, and in their washington, dC , office he was
based in New York, where Mr. Mcinerney was an active member
and President of the New York County lawyers association, and
a leading member of the american College of trial lawyers.

during his early hardworking years as a law firm litigation
associate, he found the time and the moxie to meet (during a New
York City political canvassing event) and romance and marry
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irene Murphy, the highly eligible and glamorous host of one of
the first syndicated television talk shows, and who was also the
daughter of a prominent lawyer and powerful bronx County
democratic party figure, frank Murphy.

Mr. Mcinerney loved working with younger lawyers, and
many today, including several federal judges, still consider him a
role model for ethical and courteous legal behavior while being a
strong advocate for his clients. during his leadership tenure at the
firm, he also sought and obtained the promotion to partner of one
of the first women litigators at a major New York City law firm.
He was briefly engaged in State democratic Politics when he was
one of the leaders of the campaign of his brother-in-law, presid-
ing State appellate division Judge, francis t. Murphy, in his
unsuccessful run for the position of the Chief Judge of the New
York Court of appeals in the 1970’s.

following retirement from the firm, Mr. Mcinerney served
for many years as Chairman of the disciplinary Committee of the
first department of the appellate division of New York State.
this Committee reviews complaints against lawyers. Mr.
Mcinerney was a trustee of St. Vincent’s Hospital in Harrison,
New York, and a supporter of numerous other legal groups,
including the american bar association, and benefactor of irish
and Catholic charities, including the Nursing Sisters of the Sick
Poor, where Mr. Mcinerney’s sister, now deceased, had served as
a nurse and nun for over 50 years (his sister, Mary Mcinerney,
died in 2005). as stated above, he was a long-standing member
of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick, and especially enjoyed intro-
ducing guests to the pleasures of the annual dinners. He loved to
play golf at the westchester Country Club in Harrison, New York,
where he was a member for many years and of the little Club in
Gulfstream, florida. Mr. Mcinerney was also a member of the
University Club of New York City and the Seagate Club in
delray. in addition to his many activities, Mr. Mcinerney loved
reading – especially history books, and always enjoyed good
restaurants – especially those featuring french cuisine (perhaps a
holdover from his wwii days!).

Mr. Mcinerney is survived by his wife of 52 years, irene
Murphy Mcinerney; three children, all of whom became lawyers,
kathleen M. o’Hare and denis J. Mcinerney, both of Harrison,
New York; Maura Mcinerney romano of wynnewood,
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Pennsylvania; eight grandchildren, lia, Sarah, lynn and Jerod
(denis) Mcinerney; James denis, katie and francis timothy
o’Hare; and Julia and Patrick denis romano and numerous
nieces and nephews and cousins and close friends – all of whom
will miss him greatly (but not forget his qualities of quiet humil-
ity, integrity and grace) in the years to come.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife irene
and his family.

bernard f. o’Hare
John d. feerick
robert J. reilly

Committee

doNald G. MCkeGNeY
donald G. Mckegney, a member of the Society was born in

New York City on october 2, 1902 and passed away there on
october 30, 2006 – at the ripe and truly remarkable age of 104.
He was proud to belong to the Society of the friendly Sons of St.
Patrick. He regularly attended the Stated meetings over the
many years – until in 1998 his deteriorating eyesight made it
impossible for him to dine out. Still he remained with the
friendly Sons in his heart until the end.

donald Mckegney was a true and lifelong New Yorker – liv-
ing virtually all his life in Manhattan. “and why not?  what don’t
you have here?” he would have responded to anyone who ques-
tioned this choice. He was born on west 126th St. – in Harlem,
that is – at a time when many irish lived in that neighborhood. He
attended the High School of Commerce on west 65th St – drop-
ping out during Junior year because – as he said many years later
– “i found school boring”. (a college degree – and even a high
school diploma – was much less important in those days!)  He
never attended a Catholic school – but what he learned about the
Church in Sunday school obviously stuck, for he remained a
loyal, practicing, churchgoing Catholic all his life. early in life –
possibly influenced by his beloved grandfather – he also devel-
oped a lifelong preference for conservative republican politics.

He was basically a happy and contented man who felt he had
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been blessed with much good fortune. as he recounted it: “i
loved through the depression without being unemployed for a
single day.”  He earned his modest living as a restaurant manag-
er – initially (1920’s-30’s) a “night manager” for the Child’s
restaurant chain. there – among a group of roosevelt Hospital
nurses who patronized the restaurant when they went off duty –
he met Grace o’brien, whom he married in 1938 and remained
with until her death in 1981. also in 1938 he left Child’s and
went to work for b. altman’s & Co. on 34th Street and fifth
avenue, managing two restaurants for them. b. altman’s depart-
ment store really became a second home and family for him, and
he remained with them until his retirement in 1973. His first child
George was born in 1940, and Michael in 1943. the family first
lived on east 37th Street but in 1951 moved into the newly-built
Peter Cooper Village apartments, where they remained until their
respective deaths.

He had his share of hobbies and interests apart from work. as
a small child he loved the Vaudeville performances which he
attended at the alhambra theatre. He also loved the jazz and
popular music of the ’20’s and ’30’s (louis armstrong, George
Gershwin, Paul whiteman et. al.) and warner bros’ movies of the
’30’s and ’40’s (Humphrey bogart, raoul walsh et. al.). He
enjoyed playing handball (which he continued into his nineties!)
and could play poker for hours on end. beginning in the 1950’s
he had some success investing in the stock market – which defi-
nitely improved the family finances!   but the greatest and most
intense passion of his life was surely the game of baseball!  His
wife must have realized when she married him she was also mar-
rying the New York Yankees!  Vacations?  Naturally, every year
he timed his two-week vacation to coincide with the world
Series. either he was riveted to the tV, or else (even better!) he
was present in the “bleacher” seats at Yankee Stadium. He also
enjoyed long Sunday afternoon walks thru Central Park, and
friday night performances at the Metropolitan opera (where b.
altman had a box). He was a happy, honest, good man. May he
rest in peace.

Michael Mckegney
robert J. reilly
Michael f. doyle

Committee
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JoHN f. MiddleMiSS, Jr.
John f. Middlemiss, Jr. died suddenly on January 28, 2003. He

was the quintessential leprechaun immensely proud of his irish
heritage, his high school, brooklyn Prep and fordham University
where he sang in the glee club.

Subsequently he was a thirty year plus member of the Glee
Club of the Society of the friendly Sons of St. Patrick of the City
of New York and ultimately served as its President for a two year
term.

John had a distinguished career as the attorney in charge of
the legal aid Society of Suffolk County where for over thirty
three years he oversaw its growth from a one man operation to be
a prestigious law firm of over one hundred employees including
attorneys and support staff representing the indigent.

John touched many lives with his wry Celtic charm. “Hire the
irish, they need the work.”

Notwithstanding suffering a double mastoidectomy from early
childhood, he learned to sail and navigated many sailboats and
iceboats, including HMS SHaMroCk. He never learned to
swim because of his ear impairment. Sailing and riding with him
driving was always a high adventure. He was dauntless in his
manner and attitude and the mention of his name always brings a
smile in recalling past occasions with him.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his loving wife,
Carol, children Gerard, Michael, Sean and Mary, as well as his
sisters, Martha and Nancy and brother, tom.

eugene J. brannigan
John C. walton

Committee
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tHoMaS f. MolaNPHY
thomas f. Molanphy, an active Member of the Society since

1983, died on december 16, 2007 at the age of 77.  He was born
on September 19, 1930.

tom was a devoted member of the Society and a loyal and
esteemed member of the Glee Club of the friendly Sons. He
loved to attend the meeting and participate in the practices and
concerts.  He served as president of the Glee Club from 2001 to
2003.

tom was a graduate of fordham law School’s class of 1957.
for many decades he was a partner in the law firm of Haight,
Gardner Poor & Havens, a firm that had been founded in the
1840’s to serve the shipping industry. the firm had been involved
in every significant shipping and airline incident over the years
including the titanic, Hindenberg, andrea doria and the Pan am
flight 800  and Concorde crashes.  tom was involved in many of
the large cases during his time at the firm, particularly in the
preparation and argument of appellate briefs.

tom was the brother of Joan Molanphy bassett, and he mar-
ried anne f. Porter. they made their home in rockville Centre,
NY and summered at breezy Point.

He was known for his kindness, wit and generosity. He was a
benefactor of the St. francis breadline in Manhattan.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to his wife anne,
daughters Jane Molanphy Houdek and Mary louise Molanphy
and grandson, Peter.

James f. Gill
John d. feerick
robert J. reilly

Committee
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tiMotHY P. MUrPHY
it is fitting that timothy Patrick Murphy, a life Member of the

Society, be remembered here in the friendly Sons of St. Patrick
Yearbook, as he was the epitome of a true irish-american.  His
association with the friendly Sons was just one of the select
organizations by which he shared his love for everything irish.

it would have been hard to miss the fact, once you met tim,
that he was irish-american.  He was born on June 17, 1965 and
raised and raised and surrounded by a loving family that cele-
brated their irish heritage either through the many irish functions,
which his father, timothy J. Murphy was running or involved in,
or singing and dancing along with him mom, anne, at family
functions.

He relished playing the drums for the iona College bagpipe
band in New rochelle, where he attended undergraduate school
and continued his love of irish music with the kerry Pipers of the
bronx, NY.  tim also attended iona Prep and received an Mba
from Stevens institute of technology.

Sadly, tim’s life ended too short at the age of 42. He passed
from this earth on September 9, 2007 and is survived by his lov-
ing father, timothy J. Murphy, his Uncle and Godfather, Michael
J. Murphy, aunt and Godmother, Josie b. doran.  tim leaves
behind five children: Meaghan, brian, kerri anne, Joanmarie and
Patrick along with first cousins who were considered his brothers
and sisters: eileen Slattery, william doran, kathleen Clarke,
Maureen and Gerry Houlihan, Sean and tracy doran; and
Godson, Sean Houlihan.  tim also leaves behind cherished fam-
ily friends: dee and Hugh Mcadorey, Chris and Patricia
roughan, and Jim and beth favata.

aside from his full family life, tim was also an avid and car-
ing volunteer fireman for the eastchester fire department in N.Y.
and later the Chatham township in N. J.  tim held many promi-
nent positions with wyeth Pharmaceuticals in Madison, N.J.
since 1987; most notably as an energy specialist, which allowed
him the opportunity to travel the world to far away places like
China, india and as close as Puerto rico or ireland – his favorite!
and true to irish heritage, he had “the gift of the gab” (like his
dad), and turned every colleague he worked with into the best of
friends.
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tim was born in the bronx, raised in westchester County, and
resided in New Jersey.

lastly, tim wanted above all to be remembered by this quote,
as quoted by himself, “loved his family, helping people and was
a great father!”

the Society extends its deepest sympathy and heartfelt con-
dolences to his father, uncle, aunt and children.

timothy J. Murphy
Michael J. Murphy
timothy Murphy
william P. kelly
James P. lynn
James V. McCotter
James P. Shea
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dr. JaMeS f.X. o’roUrke 
dr. James f.X. o’rourke, a member of the Society, and an eye

surgeon who, never content with medicine alone, followed an
unlikely career path that took him from singing and playing foot-
ball to leading the city of Yonkers and the westchester County
republican Party, died on august 4, 2006 in the bronx. He was
86 and lived in Scarborough, N.Y.

the cause was kidney cancer according to his daughter kathy
rittinger.

Gov. Nelson a. rockefeller appointed dr. o’rourke mayor of
Yonkers on dec. 31, 1966, to fill the vacancy created by the elec-
tion of John e. flynn to the State assembly. dr. o’rourke was
elected mayor in November 1967 and was defeated in 1969.

He was chairman of the westchester County republican
organization from 1973 through 1979. in 1980, he teamed up
with dominick l. diCarlo, a former assemblyman, to run ronald
reagan’s presidential campaign in New York State.

dr. o’rourke was born in Manhattan and grew up in the
riverdale section of the bronx. He graduated from Manhattan
College at 19 and from Georgetown Medical School at 22.
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while a student at Georgetown, he married evelyn Cooke and
sang in nightclubs and on the radio. He also played professional
football for the minor league washington Presidents and played
three exhibition games with the New York Giants before being
cut when several retired players returned to fill the player vacu-
um created by world war ii.

dr. o’rourke was a medical officer in europe during the war,
receiving a Purple Heart and a bronze Star. Near the end of the
war, he sang “recondita armonia” from Puccini’s “tosca” at a
medal ceremony attended by Gen. dwight d. eisenhower.

after the war, he practiced general medicine in the bronx
while completing his residency in ophthalmology at Columbia
Presbyterian eye institute. He opened a practice in Manhattan
and was affiliated with Columbia Presbyterian, St. Vincent’s and
bellevue, where he also taught. He later opened a second office,
in bronxville.

dr. o’rourke continued working until June as director of oph-
thalmology at westchester Medical Center, a post he had held
since the 1980’s.

His daughter kathleen rittinger related how her father turned
to the Society for assistance in financing a medical procedure for
a child flown in from ireland.

as for his career in politics, dr. o’rourke said he fell into it
in the early 1960’s by agreeing to run for councilman in Yonkers.
He won and went on to become deputy mayor before becoming
mayor.

in 1972, he was a founder of Hudson Valley bank and served
as director and chairman. 

among his activities, dr. o’rourke coached a Pop warner
league youth football team for 16 years. the team became local
heroes in Yonkers when it won the Northeastern regional cham-
pionship. all six of dr. o’rourke’s sons played on the team at
one time or another; his daughters were cheerleaders, and his
wife took charge when he was late for practice.

besides his daughter kathy, dr. o’rourke is survived by six
other daughters: Colleen kensinger, eileen Hoffnagle, Mary
wojtusiak, ann romanovsky, tara Howard and kerry Malitoris;
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six sons: James, brian, kevin, Sean, Michael and brendan; 27
grandchildren; one great-grandson; and a brother, richard. His
wife, evelyn, died in 2003.

the Society extends its deepest sympathy to the family.
Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee

tHoMaS b. riCe
thomas bernard rice, a life Member of the Society, died on

January 14, 2007 in New York City. He was born in New York on
May 31, 1914, to bernard rice and ellen donnelly rice.

both of his parents were born in County tyrone, ireland and
were very devoted to their native land.  His mother proudly
became a United States citizen on May 12, 1930. thomas attend-
ed St. agnes Parochial School in mid-town, Mount St. Michael’s
academy in the bronx, and City College of New York. He also
took several courses at the insurance College in New York.

thomas operated his own insurance brokerage office in New
York maintaining offices on Maiden lane. 

thomas was married elizabeth rice and they made their
home in douglaston, NY. they had two daughters, Patricia ellen
and Susan elizabeth.

thomas was very interested in the friary of St. francis on
west 31st. Street in Manhattan near where he commuted on the
long island railroad from nearby Penn Station. He was gener-
ous in his support of the “St. francis breadline” of the St. francis
Monastery: the breadline for the Poor, inc.

the Society extends its deep sympathy to his wife and daugh-
ters.

Michael f. doyle
robert J. reilly

Committee
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aNtHoNY J. SPoSato
anthony J. Sposato, whose obituary in the Journal News

reflected the fact that he was especially proud of his membership
in the Society, passed away on december 8, 2006 after a long ill-
ness. He was a long-time resident of Pelham, New York.

tony was born in Mount Vernon, New York on November 2,
1927, the son of the late Margaret (nee: Gordon) and anthony J.
Sposato. He graduated from a.b. davis High School in Mount
Vernon and thereafter attended Princeton University where he
was a member of the Class of 1948.

for many years, tony served as president of fire-end &
Crocker Corporation in elmsford, New York, darcy rubber
Corporation, and Superior fire Hose Company in Charlotte,
North Carolina. His interest in the fire-fighting business came by
way of the business founded by his father in 1930.

tony was an avid boatman and enjoyed traveling on his yacht,
francis Marion. His ocean-going experiences ranged from Nova
Scotia to bermuda and the bahamas. He was a member of the
Huguenot Yacht Club in New rochelle.

He was a parishioner, when there, of St. andrew’s Church on
bloc island and also our lady of Perpetual Help Church in
Pelham where his funeral Mass was celebrated.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Jean, as well as his sons,
Paul and thomas, and daughters, darcy Scatterday and donna
williams, and stepsons, tony, andrew, John, william and keith
walter, as well as many grandchildren and several nieces and
nephews, to all of whom the Society extends its deepest sympa-
thies.

austin S. Murphy
fred N. MaGrath
thomas a. brennan, Jr.

Committee
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wallace, James Garrett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1957
walsh, arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1948
walsh, donald  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1980
walsh, eugene a. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1969
walsh, eugene P.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1983
walsh, Jeremiah.a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1943
walsh, John f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1940
walsh, John l.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1937
walsh,John P.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1989
walsh, Joseph N. Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2003
walsh, Neil J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1994
walsh, Nicholas f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1950
walsh, thomas J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1963
walsh, thomas J., Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1970
walters, Charles f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1925
ward, Charles J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1966
ward, Charles tappan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1937
ward, James H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1962
ward, Joseph S.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1953
wamer, Grove emerick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1934
warren, James P.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1955
warren, Joseph a.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1930



217

warshaw, thomas f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1995
waters, edward  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1943
waters, frank J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1926
waters, frederick J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1986
waters, James J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1959
waters, william  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1943
webber, Joseph t., M d.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1994
weigel, H. bourke  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1987
welling, edward J. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1941
whalen, frank d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1954
whalen, James e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1965
whalen, Grover a.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1963
whelan, John f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1926
white, John f.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1926
white, Martin J.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2004
white, thomas f. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1948
white, thomas Joseph, M.d.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1986
whitney, Patrick a.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1931
william, william Henry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1931
william, rosewell, d.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1957
wilson, Malcolm  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2000
wilson, Mizell, Jr.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1995
woods, Patrick M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1938
wright, arthur Mullin, M d.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1949
wynne, Peter  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1963



218

CHarter
aNd

by-laws
of tHe

Society of the
friendly Sons of Saint Patrick

iN tHe

CitY of New-York

_____

instituted March 17th, 1784

incorporated february 13th, 1827

_____

2 0 0 6  – 2 0 0 7



219

Charter
aN aCt to incorporate the Society of the friendly Sons of

Saint Patrick, in the City of New-York. Passed february 13, 1827.
wHereaS, the members of a society instituted for the relief of

indigent natives of ireland, and their descendants, have petitioned
the legislature for an act of incorporation, the better to enable them
to obtain the objects of their association; therefore

1. be it enacted by the People of the State of New- York, repre-
sented in Senate and assembly, that John Chambers, James
Mcbride, James Magee, alexander Charters, John Montgomery,
John Cauldwell and daniel McCormick, and such other persons as
now are or hereafter shall become members of the society of the
friendly sons of Saint Patrick, in the city of New-York, are hereby
constituted and declared a body politic and corporate, in fact and
in name, by the name of “the Society of the friendly Sons of Saint
Patrick in the City of New-York,” and by that name they and their
successors, during the existence of the said corporation, shall and
may have perpetual succession; and shall in law be capable of
suing and being sued, pleading and being impleaded, answering
and being answered unto, defending and being defended, in all
courts and places whatsoever; and that they and their successors
may have and use a common seal, and may change and alter the
same from time to time at their pleasure; and also that by their cor-
porate name, and in their corporate capacity, they and their suc-
cessors may purchase, take, hold, use and enjoy, sell, lease and
convey any estate, real or personal, for the use and benefit of said
corporation.

2. and be it further enacted, that the said corporation shall have
power to make such constitution, by-laws and regulations, as they
shall judge proper, for the appointment of officers, for the admis-
sion of new members, for the government of the officers and mem-
bers thereof, for collecting annual contributions from the members
towards the funds thereof, for regulating the times and places of
meeting of the said society, for suspending or expelling such mem-
bers as shall neglect or refuse to comply with the by-laws or regu-
lations, and for the managing and directing the property, affairs
and concerns of said society: Provided, that such constitution, by-
laws and regulations be not inconsistent with the laws or consti-
tution of this state, or of the United States: Provided further, that
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the said corporation shall not engage in any banking business, nor
dispose of any of its funds except for its corporate purposes,
namely the relief of such members of the said Society, natives of
ireland, and descendants of natives of ireland or of a member of
said Society, as may become indigent and poor, or the making of
grants to such charitable, educational or religious organizations as
are exempt from taxation under the internal revenue laws of the
United States to assist them in relief of the indigent and poor.

3. and be it further enacted, that the present officers of said
society shall hold their respective offices until others shall be cho-
sen in their places.

4. and be it further enacted, that this act be, and hereby is
declared to be, a public act, and that the same shall be construed
in all courts and places, benignly and favourably for every bene-
ficial purpose therein intended, and that no misnomer of the said
corporation in any deed, gift, grant, device or other instrument of
contract or conveyance shall vitiate or defeat the same: Provided,
the corporation shall be sufficiently described to ascertain the
intention of the parties.

5. and be it further enacted, that the legislature may at any
time hereafter amend, alter, modify or repeal this act.

(laws of New York 1827, chapter 42, as amended by
Certificate of amendment filed by the department of State, State
of New York, on december 29, 1975.)

bY - lawS
(as amended to November 20, 2006)

artiCle i
NaMe aNd Seal of tHe SoCietY

SeC. 1. the name of the Society is “tHe SoCietY of tHe
frieNdlY SoNS of SaiNt PatriCk iN tHe CitY of
New York.”

SeC. 2. the seal of this Society shall be an irish Harp, with the
motto: “erin Go bragh.”
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artiCle ii
MeMberSHiP

SeC. 1. there shall be five classes of membership: (1) active,
(2) life, (3) Veteran, (4) Honorary, and (5) armed Services.  the
number of active members shall be limited to one thousand
(exclusive of the members referred to in Section 8 of this article
ii) and the number of life members to four hundred.

SeC. 2. Gentlemen of the age of twenty-one years and over,
citizens or legal resident of the United States of america, being
natives or descendants of natives or ireland, and of good moral
character, shall hereafter be eligible for admission to active or life
membership.

SeC. 3. all members, except those in the classes of Honorary
and armed Services, shall be entitled to vote and hold office.

aCtiVe MeMberS

SeC. 4. the initiation fee shall be one hundred and seventy-
five dollars.  the annual dues shall be one hundred and seventy-
five dollars and payable on Saint Patrick’s day in each year for the
year then ensuing.

SeC. 5. an application for active membership shall be in writ-
ing, setting forth the name, age and business, profession or occu-
pation of the applicant, the facts showing him to be a native or a
descendant of a native of ireland, his places of residence and of
business, profession or occupation and such other facts as the
Committee on admissions shall prescribe as indicative of his eli-
gibility for membership shall be signed by the applicant.  Such
application shall bear the signatures of two members, one as pro-
poser and the other as seconder, and shall be filed with the
Secretary who shall refer it to the Committee on admissions.  the
Secretary shall send to the members, with the notice of the next
stated meeting, a list of all applications since the notice of the last
stated meeting.  Unless the board of officers determine other-
wise, one-half of the initiation fee shall be paid when the applica-
tion is filed with the Secretary.  if a person is not elected to mem-
bership, this portion of the initiation fee shall be refunded.

SeC. 6. the Committee on admissions shall consider each
application and may require from the applicant such additional
written or oral statements as the Committee deems desirable.  the
Committee, in its judgment, shall have the right to reject any
applicant.
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the Committee, in recommending applicants for election, may
give preference to sons and grandsons of those who are or were
active or life members.

if the Committee acts favorably upon an application, it shall so
report to the Society at a stated meeting at which there shall be a
vacancy to be filled in the roster of active members and the
Society shall proceed to vote on the election of such applicant.

SeC. 7. each new active member shall qualify by paying the
initiation fee of one hundred and seventy-five dollars and dues of
one hundred and seventy-five dollars within thirty days following
notification of his election.  failure to so qualify shall invalidate
his election.  if such new member be elected at the January or
March stated meetings, such dues shall be in payment of the dues
for the year commencing the following Saint Patrick’s day.

SeC. 8. active members serving in the armed Services of the
United States of america shall, during the time of war or until
their discharge during the time of war from such service, be
exempt from the payment of annual dues until Saint Patrick’s day
following the termination of such war or discharge; but the sus-
pension of dues may be further extended by the Committee on
admissions.

these members shall not be included, either before or after the
termination of the war or their discharge, in the limit of one thou-
sand active members mentioned in Section 1 of this article ii.
Vacancies in the ranks of these members shall not, at any time, be
filled.

SeC. 9. an active member who shall be in arrears for dues for
the period of one year or a member who shall be indebted to the
Society for a sum exceeding the amount of dues for one year,
unless the Committee on admissions determines otherwise, shall
forfeit his membership and his name shall be erased from the ros-
ter of the Society.  a member whose name has been so removed
shall be obligated to pay all dues and other indebtedness incurred
to the date of such removal.

life MeMberS

SeC. 10. only an active Member who has attained the age of
fifty-five and paid annual dues for at least twenty years may
become a life member. application for life membership shall be
signed by the applicant. if the committee on admissions acts
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favorably on an application for admission for life membership it
shall so report to the Society at a Stated meeting at which there
shall be a vacancy to be filled in the roster of life members and the
Society may elect such applicant to life membership, conditioned
upon the payment of four hundred dollars which shall be in lieu of
the payment thereafter of annual dues. there shall be no refund of
any annual dues paid prior to the date of such election.

VeteraN MeMberS
SeC. 11. an active member who has attained the age of sev-

enty years, and has paid dues for twenty-five years may, upon his
application, be transferred, with the approval of the Committee on
admissions, to the veteran class, with all the rights and privileges
of an active member and shall thereafter be exempt from the fur-
ther payment of dues.

HoNorarY MeMberS
SeC. 12. Honorary membership may hereafter be conferred by

the Society if the following requirements and conditions be ful-
filled:

the person proposed shall be of irish birth or descended in a
direct line from an irish ancestor.

the person proposed shall have rendered some conspicuous
service to the United States of america, to ireland or to the irish
race, or shall have achieved distinction by laudable effort that
reflects credit and honor upon the irish name or race.

the proposal shall be in writing, signed by at least three mem-
bers, and set forth the qualifications of the person proposed. it
shall be filed with the Secretary who shall refer it to the
Committee on admissions.

the Committee on admissions shall inquire into the merits of
the proposal and if the Committee acts favorably upon the pro-
posal, it shall so report in writing to the Society at the next stated
meeting. Notice of the proposal and of the Committee’s report
shall be mailed to the members prior to the meeting at which the
Committee presents its report. Upon the vote of three fourths of
the members present and entitled to vote at a stated meeting, the
gentleman proposed shall be enrolled as an honorary member and
shall be exempt from initiation fee and annual dues. He shall not
be entitled to vote or hold office.
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arMed SerViCeS MeMberS

SeC. 13. armed Services memberships shall include the pres-
ent members in that class and persons who are or have been in the
armed Services of the United States of america who may be
elected as such members as hereinafter provided.

SeC. 14. a person may be proposed for armed Services mem-
bership if he fulfills the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this
article ii and has rendered some conspicuous or outstanding serv-
ice in the armed Services of the United States of america. the
proposal shall be in the same form and subject to the same action
as set forth in Section 12 (c) and (3) of this article ii for the elec-
tion of honorary members. an armed Services member shall be
exempt from initiation fee and annual dues. He shall not be enti-
tled to vote or hold office.

artiCle iii
offiCerS aNd tHeir eleCtioN

SeC. 1. the officers of the Society shall be: President, first
Vice-President, Second Vice-President, treasurer, Secretary,
almoner and Historian. any two or more offices may be held by
the same person except the offices of President and Secretary.

SeC. 2. the officers shall be elected annually at the stated
meeting in November from the members entitled to vote.

SeC. 3. the Society, at the stated meeting in May in each year,
shall elect a Nominating Committee of not less than seven nor
more than ten members.

this Committee shall nominate:
(a) members for the offices to be voted for at the stated meet-

ing in November, and
(b) in the event of the death, resignation or removal of an offi-

cer, other than the President or first Vice-President, a member for
the vacant office to be voted for at a meeting of the Society to
serve for the unexpired term.
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the Nominating Committee, not less than fifteen nor more
than thirty days prior to the stated meeting in November or the
meeting at which a vacancy is to be filled, shall mail to each mem-
ber the names of the candidates to be voted for at the meeting.

SeC. 4. Nominations of candidates, other than nominated by
the Nominating Committee, shall be signed by not less than thir-
ty members and delivered to the Secretary in time for him to mail
to each member the names of such candidates not less than five
nor more than ten days before the stated meeting in November or
before the meeting at which the vacancy is to be filled.

SeC. 5. election of officers shall be by ballot or viva voce at
the meeting at which the election is held.  No nominee may be
voted for at any such meeting unless proposed as provided in
Sections 3 and 4 of this article iii.

SeC. 6. in the event of the death, resignation or removal of any
officer, other than the President and first Vice-President, the
President may, pending the election to fill the vacancy thus
caused, designate a member to perform the duties of the vacant
office.

SeC. 7. in the event of the temporary absence of an officer,
other that the President and first Vice-President, the President
may designate a member to perform the duties of such officer tem-
porarily.

SeC. 8. election of officers and of the Nominating Committee
shall be by the vote of a majority of the members present and enti-
tled to vote at the meeting at which the election is held.

artiCle iV
dUtieS of offiCerS

President

SeC. 1. the President shall preside at all meetings and func-
tions of the Society.  He shall be the chief executive officer of the
Society, shall perform all the duties commonly incident to his
office and such other duties as the board of officers shall assign
to him or as are specifically devolved upon him by these by-laws.
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Vice-Presidents

SeC. 2. in the event of the death, resignation or removal of the
President, the first Vice-President shall succeed to that office and
the Second Vice-President shall succeed to the office of first Vice-
President.

the duties of the President shall, in his temporary absence,
devolve on the first Vice-President and, in the event of his inabil-
ity to act, on the Second Vice-President.

Treasurer

SeC. 3. the treasurer shall keep the moneys and securities of
the Society, withdraw such securities from their place or places of
deposit and purchase and sell securities, all as provided in
Sections 3 and 4 of article Vii.  He shall pay all obligations of the
Society as provided in these by-laws and make payments of mon-
eys appropriated and of contributions directed by the Society or
Committee on Charity.

all payments on account of initiation and membership fees and
dues shall be made to the treasurer.

the treasurer shall keep suitable books of account and record
therein all receipts and disbursements.  Such recording of receipts
and disbursements shall be segregated, as they may be applicable
to the permanent fund or income fund referred to in Sections 1 and
2 of article Vii.

that the treasurer shall render at each Stated meeting a report
of the finances of the Society, setting forth all receipts and dis-
bursements applicable to the permanent and income funds since
the preceding Stated meeting and the credit balance of each fund
as it then appears.  the report rendered as the November Stated
meeting shall be the annual report of the board of officers and
shall present such other information as is required by law to be
shown in the annual report of a board of directors of a not-for-
profit corporation.  after the accounts of the treasurer have been
audited by the Committee on accounts, as provided in Section 8
of article Vi, at the end of the fiscal year, the treasurer shall pre-
pare and have printed and mailed to the members or to have avail-
able to members on the web site of the Society of the friendly
Sons of Saint Patrick in the City of New York an annual financial
report in advance of the Stated meeting in May.  this report shall
set forth the cash balance and the market value of all securities in
the permanent fund and the amount of the balance, if any, in the
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income fund; also, a statement of receipts and disbursements
applicable to said funds during the preceding fiscal year.

the above provisions do not apply to the moneys dispensed by
the almoner or his report.

the treasurer shall be required to indemnify the Society by a
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the board of
officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the
Society.

Secretary

SeC. 4. the Secretary shall have the custody of all member-
ship and statistical records and journals of the Society; attend and
act as Secretary at all meetings of the Society, the board of
officers, the Committee on admissions and the Committee on
Charity, and keep a record of the proceedings of such meetings.

the Secretary shall at all times maintain a list of the member-
ship.  if any moneys of the Society are received by him, he shall
transmit the same promptly to the treasurer.

the Secretary shall promptly forward to each new member
notice of his election and to all members who are in good stand-
ing annual membership cards.  He shall cause to be fabricated and
delivered to each member a badge of the Society upon payment of
the requisite fee therefore.

the Secretary shall receive and answer all written communi-
cations and mail to the members notices of stated or special meet-
ings and other notices required by these buy-laws.

the Secretary shall act as Secretary to the board of Stewards,
issue all tickets for the anniversary dinner (checks for which shall
be made to the order of the treasurer), guest tickets for the stated
meetings and other functions of the society.  He shall, at the con-
clusion of the anniversary dinner or other functions of the Society,
submit to the board of officers a complete account of all moneys
received by him and transmitted to the treasurer.

the Secretary shall be required to indemnify the Society by a
surety bond in such amount as shall be stipulated by the board of
officers from time to time, the cost of which shall be borne by the
Society.
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Almoner

SeC. 5. the almoner shall dispense the moneys appropriated
by the Society to his use for the relief of indigent persons.  He
shall report to the Society at each stated meeting the amounts
received and disbursed by him since the last stated meeting.

Historian

SeC. 6. the Historian shall assemble records, data or docu-
ments and endeavor to ascertain facts relating in any way to the
activities or accomplishments of the Society or its members in
order that a history of the Society may be prepared and a record of
the activities or accomplishments of the Society or its members
may be preserved.  the Historian shall have charge of the prepa-
ration of such history.  Upon the completion of a history, or a part
thereof, he shall submit it to the board of officers for review.
after the approval of a history, or a part thereof, by the board of
officers, that board, when authorized by the Society, shall have
the same printed and published.

the board of officers may direct the treasurer to set aside
each year from the income of the Society, such amount as the
board determines to be applied to the expenses in connection with
operation of the Society, including the preparation, printing and
publication of a history or a part thereof.

the Historian shall have charge of, and cause to be printed, the
annual year book which shall be sent to the members without
charge.

artiCle V
board of offiCerS

SeC. 1. the board of officers shall consist of the President,
the first and Second Vice-Presidents, the treasurer, Secretary,
almoner and Historian.  the President shall be Chairman of this
board.

SeC. 2. except as provided in these by-laws, the board of
officers shall manage and control the property, affairs and con-
cerns of the Society and may incur any necessary or proper
expenses in connection therewith.  the board may from time to
time authorize the employment of assistants to the Secretary and
the treasurer, whose compensation shall be paid from the funds of
the Society.
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the board shall approve the payment of all obligations of the
Society, except as provided in these by-laws.

SeC. 3. the bonds of indemnity required of the treasurer and
Secretary shall be executed by a surety company or companies.
Such bonds and any insurance policies issued to or held by the
Society shall be approved by the board of officers and delivered
to and kept in the possession of the President.  the premiums for
such bonds and insurance policies shall be borne by the Society.

SeC. 4. the past Presidents of the Society shall be entitled to
attend the meetings of the board of officers in an advisory capac-
ity but shall have no vote.

SeC. 5. Notice of meetings of the board of officers, stating the
time, place and objects thereof, shall be given by the President or
the Secretary by sending the same by first class mail to each mem-
ber thereof at his residence or business address, or by delivering
the same to him personally, not less than two nor more than fifteen
days before the meeting, but such notice may be waived in writ-
ing by any member thereof either before or after the meeting.

SeC. 6. a Majority of the entire board of officers shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of business or of any specified
item of business.  the vote of a majority of the members of the
board present at the time of the vote, if a quorum is present at such
time, shall be the act of the board.

SeC. 7. any action required or permitted to be taken by the
board of officers may be taken without a meeting if all members
of the board consent in writing to the adoption of a resolution
authorizing the action.  the resolution and the written consents
thereto by the members of the board shall be filed with the min-
utes of the proceedings of the board.

artiCle Vi
board of StewardS aNd CoMMitteeS

SeC. 1. there shall be constituted in the manner hereinafter
provided, a board of Stewards and the following standing
Committees: Committee on admissions, Committee on Charity,
Committee on accounts and Committee on finance.
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Board of Stewards

SeC. 2. the board of Stewards shall consist of not less than
seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the
President, one of whom he shall designated as Chairman.  the
officers shall be members of the board of Stewards.

SeC. 3. the Society shall, unless the board of Stewards deter-
mines otherwise, hold an anniversary meeting, and dine together
on Saint Patrick’s day, except when Saint Patrick’s day falls on
Saturday or Sunday, in which event the festival shall be observed
on such other day in March as shall be specified by the board of
Stewards.

the board of Stewards shall fix the price of tickets, arrange the
toasts and select guests of the Society for the anniversary dinner
and otherwise supervise the dinner.

SeC. 4. the board of Stewards shall arrange for and supervise
all other social functions or gatherings of the Society.

SeC. 5. the board of Stewards shall regulate the admittance of
guests to the meetings of the Society.

Committee on Admissions

SeC. 6. the Committee on admissions shall consist of not less
than nine nor more than twelve members to be appointed by the
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  the
President and Secretary shall be members of this Committee.

the Committee shall have the powers and perform the duties
devolved upon it under and set forth in these by-laws.

Committee on Charity

SeC. 7. the Committee on Charity shall consist of not less
than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.  the
officers shall also be members of this Committee.

the Society may, at a stated meeting, appropriate moneys from
the income fund or other moneys received by the Society to be
disbursed for charitable purposes.  the moneys so appropriated
shall be allocated to such institutions or organizations as this
Committee may determine and shall be disbursed by the
treasurer.  the treasurer shall report to the Society at a stated
meeting the amounts disbursed to each institution or organization.
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Committee on Accounts

SeC. 8. the Committee on accounts shall consist of not less
than seven nor more than ten members to be appointed by the
President, one of whom he shall designate as Chairman.

this Committee shall audit the accounts of the treasurer and
Secretary and it may examine the proceedings of the board of
officers, board of Stewards and the Committees with respect to
finances. in connection with such audit, the Committee may retain
a certified public accountant who shall receive reasonable com-
pensation as approved by such Committee and shall be paid by the
Society. the accountant may be a member of the Committee.

the reports of the Committee shall be submitted to the board
of officers.

Committee on Finance

SeC. 9. the Committee on finance shall consist of not less
than three or more more than five members, other than officers to
be appointed by the President, one of whom he shall designate as
Chairman.

the Committee shall be responsible for investment of the
Society’s funds in accordance with an investment Policy adopted
by the board of officers.  with the approval of the President of the
Society, the Committee may engage investment advisory or
investment management services and the costs thereof may be
paid from funds held in such investment accounts.

the Committee shall keep informed as to the investments for
which it is responsible and shall, on or before the first days of May
and November in each year, and at such other times as the
Committee deems advisable, report to the board of officers on
such investments.
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artiCle Vii
fUNdS of tHe SoCietY

SeC. 1. the funds of the Society shall be kept in accounts des-
ignated as (a) permanent fund and (b) income fund (c) reserve
fund, (d) History fund.  the permanent fund shall consist of the
securities and moneys now in the permanent fund and the moneys
referred to in Section 2 of this article Vii, to become a part of the
permanent fund.  the income fund shall consist of all moneys
received by or for the Society not required to be placed in the per-
manent fund.

SeC. 2. the amounts received for life and honorary member-
ship of the Society shall become a permanent fund, the principal
of which shall remain inviolate, and the income only shall be
applied to the objects of the Society; except that if the Society
shall resolve to purchase a permanent abode, the said principal
may be applied to that purpose with the consent of three-fourths
of the members.  the board of officers may determine that all or
any part of the surplus income of the Society should be deposited
in the permanent fund.  the income of the Society shall consist of
initiation fees, dues, and the interest accruing from the investment
of its permanent fund.

SeC. 3. Securities in the permanent fund shall be kept in a cus-
todian or similar account in such bank, trust company or other
entity as the board of officers shall designate.

SeC. 4. the moneys in the permanent and income funds shall
be deposited in such bank, trust company or other entity in the
City of New York as the board of officers shall designate.

SeC. 5. No indebtedness shall be incurred for the account of
the Society other than under the authority of specific appropria-
tion made by the Society or as approved by the board of officers
or as provided in these by-laws.

SeC. 6. the fiscal year of the Society shall be from Saint
Patrick’s day in one year to Saint Patrick’s day next ensuing.
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artiCle Viii
Stated MeetiNGS of tHe SoCietY

SeC. 1. the Society shall hold three stated meetings in each
year, viz: on the first Monday following the second day of
January; on the first Monday of May and on the third Monday of
November, the last mentioned of which shall be considered the
annual meeting of members.

SeC. 2. each stated meeting of the Society shall be held at
such hour and place as the board of officers shall designate by
written notice given by first class mail to each member entitled to
vote thereat not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the
meeting.

SeC. 3. one hundred fifty members shall be necessary to con-
stitute a quorum at any stated meeting of the Society, except as
provided in these by-laws.

SeC. 4. at each meeting the order of business shall be as fol-
lows:

1—roll call
2—reading minutes of the last meeting
3—reports of officers and committees
4—election of officers
5—Unfinished business
6—New business

artiCle iX
SPeCial MeetiNGS of tHe SoCietY

SeC. 1. the President shall call special meetings of the Society
when, in his judgment, they are necessary.  it shall be the duty of
the President to cal special meetings at the request of the board of
officers or the Committee on Charity, or upon a request signed by
fifty members of the Society.  requests for special meetings shall
be in writing, fully setting forth the purpose thereof.  written
notice of each special meeting shall be given to each member enti-
tled to vote thereat by first call mail given not less than then nor
more than fifty days before the date of the meeting and shall state
the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called.
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SeC. 2. at special meetings one hundred fifty members shall
be necessary to constitute a quorum.

SeC. 3. Special meetings shall be confined to the transaction
of such business as is indicated in the notice of the meeting.

artiCle X
aMeNdMeNtS to bY lawS

SeC. 1. Suspension, repeal or amendment of any of the bylaws
of this Society shall be considered only when the proposal for
such suspension, repeal or amendment shall have been submitted
in writing at a previous stated meeting and a copy of such proposal
shall have been incorporated in the notice of such meeting at
which action upon the proposal is to be taken.

SeC. 2. at any meeting where consideration is given to the
adoption of any proposal for the suspension, repeal or amendment
of any provision of these by-laws, a resolution or motion for the
adoption of any such proposal shall require a vote of the majority
of the members present and entitled to vote.

artiCle Xi
MiSCellaNeoUS

SeC. 1. a member may resign from the Society by tendering
his resignation in writing.  Such resignation, however, shall be
accepted only upon the payment in full of his indebtedness to the
Society.

SeC. 2. any member who commits or performs any act preju-
dicial to the best interest of the Society may, after a hearing before
the board of officers, and on the recommendation of such board,
be expelled by the Society at a stated meeting at which the report
of that board is considered.

SeC. 3. at a stated or special meeting of the Society, the elec-
tion of the Nominating Committee or of any officer or the adop-
tion of a resolution or carrying of a motion shall require a major-
ity of the members present and entitled to vote except as provid-
ed in these by-laws.

SeC. 4. the adoption of a resolution or carrying of a motion at
a meeting of any board or Committee except the board of
officers shall require a majority vote of all the members of the
respective board or Committee.
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SeC. 5. every member entitled to vote at a meeting of mem-
bers, or to express consent or dissent without a meeting, may
authorize another member or members to act for him by proxy.
all references in these by-laws to members present at a meeting
shall included those present by proxy as well as those present in
person.

SeC. 6. in all questions involving the correct interpretation of
these by-laws the decision of the board of officers shall be final
and conclusive.




