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INQUIRY:  Firm Suggests 
Port Update Its Ethics 
Code in Final Report
By Owen Sexton

owen@chronline.com

After launching an exter-
nal investigation into a possible 
conflict of interest violation by 
Port of Centralia Commissioner 
Peter Lahmann, third-party at-
torneys looking into the matter 
found no legal wrongdoing. 

Haggard & 
Ganson LLP, 
the third-party 
law firm out 
of Bothell that 
handled the in-
vestigation, is-
sued an 11-page 
report, noting 
while it found 
no legal wrong-
doing, it rec-
ommended the 

port amend its ethics code. 
The investigation began af-

ter Port of Centralia Auditor 
Amy Graber raised concerns in a 
memo mainly about Lahmann’s 
requests to utilize apprentice-
ship programs in port construc-
tion projects, which were made 
in four different port meetings 
going back to February 2021. La-
hmann currently serves as the 
Washington Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (WDVA) appren-
ticeship program specialist. 

“There is insufficient evi-
dence that Commissioner La-
hmann violated the port ethics 

HUMAN-CAUSED:  Crews 
Will Work for 100% 
Containment of Blaze 
That Started in Campsite 
and Was at 17 Acres as 
of Friday
By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

Sandwiched between red 
and white Forest Service trucks, 
reporters with The Chronicle 
were escorted through the Iron 
Creek Campground off Forest 
Service Road 25 in Randle on 
Thursday.

On Saturday, June 3, a hu-
man-caused fire forced swift 
evacuations. As of Friday morn-
ing, the fire had impacted 17 
acres of the campground, which 
has 98 sites split into various 
rings. 

Field Operations Chief Pete 
Suver said on the first day he ar-
rived, crews heard trees falling 
several times an hour. It’s go-
ing to be a long time before the 
campground opens. 

The official word is “closed 
for the foreseeable future,” but 
canceling reservations for the 
summer of 2023 may be a safe 
bet. 

It’s among the Gifford Pin-
chot National Forest’s most pop-
ular stays; comparable in popu-
larity and size to Packwood’s La 
Wis Wis, which is also closed for 
upgrades this summer.

Few pieces of infrastructure 
have been affected by the fire at 
Iron Creek, but the burn path is 
riddled with hazard trees, some 
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please see PORT, page Main 8

‘Treacherous’ Landscape of ‘Killer’ 
Trees Complicates Iron Creek Fire

Isabel Vander Stoep /  Isabel@chronline.com

A hose runs along trails around the perimeter of the fire at the Iron Creek Campground on Thursday as Public Information Officer Mike McMillan looks up into the 
scorched trees.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Department of Natural Resources Field Operations Chief Pete Suver looks on at charred old growth trees after flames 
rolled through the Iron Creek Campground in Randle on Thursday, June 8.

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Charred trees are seen scattered around the Iron Creek Campground in Randle as smoke and flames continue to scorch 
brush and campsites in the area. please see FIRE, page Main 8
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Centralia statistics through Thursday
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Aberdeen 67/49/pc 73/51/pc 74/55/pc
Bellingham 63/53/pc 71/56/s 77/58/s
Bremerton 66/48/pc 76/54/s 84/52/s
Cle Elum 70/46/sh 82/47/s 85/55/s
Coulee City 75/58/pc 84/64/pc 90/63/s
Eatonville 69/48/pc 77/55/s 84/52/s
Ellensburg 73/50/pc 83/56/s 88/59/s
Elmer City 78/57/pc 87/60/pc 90/65/pc
Enumclaw 69/49/sh 76/56/s 83/56/s
Everett 65/53/pc 73/57/s 77/55/s
Forks 66/48/pc 78/51/pc 78/50/pc
Kelso 73/52/pc 81/55/s 83/56/s
Kennewick 85/57/pc 91/69/pc 97/69/pc
Long Beach 61/52/pc 65/52/pc 69/53/pc
Longview 73/52/pc 80/54/s 83/54/s
Moses Lake 78/55/pc 85/63/pc 92/65/s

Mount Vernon 66/52/pc 73/53/s 79/52/s
Olympia 70/47/pc 80/51/s 85/54/s
Omak 77/57/sh 88/61/c 89/60/s
Pasco 85/56/pc 91/65/pc 97/68/pc
Port Angeles 63/51/pc 69/55/s 75/56/s
Portland 77/55/pc 85/60/s 87/58/s
Pullman 73/52/pc 77/53/pc 78/58/pc
Richland 84/57/pc 90/69/pc 97/68/pc
Seattle 68/54/pc 75/58/s 83/55/s
Spokane 74/57/pc 79/61/pc 81/61/pc
Sunnyside 82/52/pc 88/63/s 95/64/s
Tacoma 69/48/pc 76/52/s 83/57/s
Vancouver 76/54/pc 83/58/s 85/56/s
Walla Walla 81/57/pc 85/61/c 92/69/pc
Wenatchee 74/54/pc 81/49/s 89/65/s
Yakima 81/54/pc 87/62/s 93/63/s

Albuquerque 87/60/pc 86/58/pc 86/56/pc
Anchorage 59/45/c 61/45/r 56/47/sh
Atlanta 88/70/s 80/68/t 80/63/t
Billings 66/53/t 72/53/t 76/56/pc
Boise 79/55/pc 84/55/t 84/60/t
Boston 65/57/sh 73/60/pc 76/62/c
Cheyenne 69/49/c 61/51/t 63/47/t
Chicago 84/60/s 63/50/r 70/58/pc
Cleveland 81/62/pc 78/59/t 68/53/r
Dallas 92/72/t 100/72/pc 85/71/t
Denver 73/50/t 67/51/t 70/50/t
Detroit 84/62/pc 70/56/t 71/54/sh
Honolulu 87/75/sh 87/76/pc 86/75/sh

Houston 93/72/pc 95/76/pc 97/77/pc
Las Vegas 94/71/pc 84/67/pc 84/68/pc
Los Angeles 69/59/pc 66/59/sh 70/57/c
Miami 89/77/t 89/77/pc 90/77/t
Minneapolis 79/53/t 71/54/pc 81/62/c
New York City 78/64/pc 82/66/pc 76/64/c
Omaha 81/61/t 74/53/pc 79/56/s
Phoenix 100/73/s 95/70/pc 92/72/s
Rapid City 67/51/t 71/50/pc 74/50/s
St. Louis 90/67/s 73/59/r 78/60/s
Salt Lake City 81/60/pc 81/60/t 77/60/t
San Francisco 65/55/pc 69/57/pc 72/58/pc
Washington, DC 85/66/pc 92/71/pc 77/64/t

Major 6:06 a.m. 6:54 a.m. 7:37 a.m. 8:18 a.m.
Minor 12:18 p.m. 12:43 a.m. 1:26 a.m. 2:07 a.m.
Major 6:31 p.m. 7:17 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 8:42 p.m.
Minor ---- 1:06 p.m. 1:49 p.m. 2:30 p.m.

Sunrise 5:18 a.m. 5:18 a.m. 5:18 a.m. 5:18 a.m.
Sunset 9:05 p.m. 9:05 p.m. 9:06 p.m. 9:06 p.m.
Moonrise 1:48 a.m. 2:07 a.m. 2:24 a.m. 2:42 a.m.
Moonset 12:53 p.m. 2:10 p.m. 3:25 p.m. 4:40 p.m.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2023

near Bucoda 211.5 203.85 -0.02
at Centralia 189.0 177.50 -0.01

near Doty 318.0 306.43 -0.02
at Centralia 168.5 152.31 -0.02
near Grand Mound 141.0 129.81 -0.02
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at Randle 18.0 6.67 +0.18
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Hiking Index

Boating Index
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The higher the AccuWeather UV Index
number, the greater the need for eye and 
skin protection. 0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 
6-7: High, 8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme. 
Hiking and Boating Index: 0-2: Poor; 
3-4: Fair; 5-6: Good; 7-8: Very Good; 
9-10: Excellent.

By The Chronicle staff 

In an effort to help more dogs find 
their forever homes, the Lewis County 
Animal Shelter is holding a special dog 
adoption event — with extended hours 
and reduced adoption fees — the week 
of June 10.

The shelter’s hours for Saturday, June 
10, and Tuesday through Saturday June 
13-17 will be 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and the 
fees for adopting adult dogs those days 
will be $100, a 50% reduction from the 
usual fee. The shelter will be closed Sun-
day, June 11 and Monday, June 12. 

The goal of this one-time, emer-
gency, reduced-fee adoption event is to 
encourage the public to adopt dogs that 
have been living at the shelter for an 
extended period of time, Lewis County 
stated in a news release. 

As of Thursday, adoptable dogs 
included a husky named Ana, a mas-
tiff mix named Ace, a Beauceron mix 
named Stitch and several others.

A majority of the dogs in the shelter 
range in age from 3 to 5 years old.

“It is well known that from Memo-
rial Day to the end of June is the busi-
est time of year for people to move, as 
schools are getting out for summer 
break,” Lewis County Animal Shel-
ter Manager Joseph Henderson stated. 

“We are receiving calls daily from Lewis 
County residents who are moving and 
cannot take their dogs with them.”

The animal shelter is operating at or 
near capacity and would like to open 
up space for people who need to sur-
render their dogs, Lewis County stated 
in a news release. 

“For us to be able to take in dogs, we 
need to adopt dogs,” Henderson told a 
Chronicle reporter on Thursday. “For 
me, it’s about trying to get these dogs 
into really good homes.” 

To see the dogs available for adop-
tion, visit https://tinyurl.com/57ttp9br. 

Cat adoptions are not eligible for 
reduced adoption fees during the event, 
but cats and kittens will be available for 
adoption throughout the event. 

To contact the Lewis County Ani-
mal Shelter, email animal.shelter@lew-
iscountywa.gov or call 360-740-1290. 

The shelter is located at 560 Centra-
lia Alpha Road in Chehalis.

Lewis County Animal Shelter to Hold Emergency Dog Adoption Event 

Dogs available for adoption from the Lewis County Animal Shelter as listed on PetFinder on Thursday, June 8. 

Ana, left, and Stitch are two of the dogs that will be available for adption at an upcoming emergency event at the Lewis County Animal Shelter. 
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SUMMER
STEM CAMP

Open to incoming 9th through 12th grade 
for the 2023-24 school year. 

The University of Washington is 
partnering with the Chehalis  

Foundation to provide a four-day  
summer camp focusing on  

engineering and medical science. 

$25/STUDENT
Register at

StemChehalis.org

Aug 7-10 | 9 AM-3 PM

SPONSORED BY:

CHEHALIS
FOUNDATION

For the community. For the future.

CH621736

By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

Combine a skatepark with a 
BMX bike track and you get the 
pump track: a series of bumps, 
dips and curves a variety of 
wheeled devices — including 
bikes, skateboards, scooters and 
wheelchairs — can ride through. 

The concept has proven pop-
ular within the Tenino commu-
nity, as the City of Tenino’s first 
pump track, a beginner course 
designed for all ages and abili-
ties, has seen almost constant use 
since the city finished installing 
it at Tenino City Park on Mon-
day, according to Mayor Wayne 
Fournier. 

“The thing has been used non-
stop since we put that straight 
track in,” Fournier said. 

Workers had 
just two panels 
left to install on 
a second, inter-
mediate pump 
track at Tenino 
City Park as of 
Thursday. Once 
that is fully in-
stalled, the city 
will turn its at-
tention toward 
installing a 

third, advanced pump track at 
the park ahead of a scheduled 
Saturday, June 17, grand opening 
ceremony for all three tracks. 

The idea of building pump 
tracks in Tenino began four 
years ago when Fournier and his 
then-7-year-old daughter were 
visiting a park in Olympia that 
featured a portable pump track. 

“She was able to ride on it with 
her little Razor scooter, and there 
it just seemed like a really nice 
crowd of families that it was at-
tracting,” Fournier said of the 
Olympia pump track. 

He and his daughter later 
found another pump track at a 
park in Leavenworth that had 
a different design than the one 
they visited in Olympia, he said, 
which prompted him to start re-
searching the different types of 
pump tracks. 

Then, about three years ago, a 
tree fell on the playground equip-
ment at Tenino City Park. 

“Instead of just repairing what 
we have, we used the opportuni-
ty … to kind of leverage that loss 
into a request of the Legislature 
for enough money to just build it 
out,” Fournier said. 

The City of Tenino initially 
considered installing a pump 
track in a different part of town, 
but when the state Legislature 
allocated some funding for 
Tenino’s playground, the city 
switched gears and incorporated 
the pump track build into the 
new playground design. 

“We got a lot of support from 
Representative Peter Abbarno’s 
office (and) we somehow pulled 
this major rebuild off,” Fournier 
said. 

The pump tracks themselves 
were a separate item in the 
city’s budget, with some Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds going into the purchase 
of the equipment from the Pa-
cific Northwest-based company 
Highwire, which also sold Teni-

no its new playground equip-
ment. 

“They’re dream clients, really, 
because they’re just so open and 
enthusiastic, but no nonsense 
too. I’ve never seen a more capa-
ble group,” said Highwire owner 
Peter Tammetta of the City of 
Tenino. 

The pump tracks themselves 
are a product of a Swedish brand, 
Parkitechts, which designed the 

tracks to fit into an urban land-
scape. 

“I would say Parkitects, their 
design, is very much at the fore-
front of that movement to the 
roller sport world, so it’s exciting. 
It’s the first in the nation of its 
kind,” Tammetta said. 

Featuring a fiberglass surface 
and steel structure, “it’s got bet-
ter curves and it’s kind of a better 
surface area than, say, a plastic 

one … and the ones that are built 
into the ground, they don’t flow 
as well,” Fournier said. 

The June 17 grand opening 
ceremony for the pump tracks 
will run in conjunction with 
the Raise For Rowyn 5K, which 
begins at Tenino City Park at 10 
a.m. For more information on 
the 5K, visit https://www.raise-
4rowyn.org/run. 

The event will feature food 

vendors at Tenino City Park and 
professional BMX riders are set to 
perform stunts on the new tracks. 

For more information on 
Highwire and the Parkitects 
pump tracks, visit https://high-
wireus.com/parkitect-modular-
pump-tracks/. 

Updates on the installation at 
Tenino City Park can be found 
on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/CityofTenino. 

City of Tenino Installs Pump Tracks at City Park

Emily Fitzgerald /  emily@chronline.com

Chuck Devening rides a bike over the beginner pump track at Tenino City Park on Thursday, June 8. 

The intermediate pump track at Tenino City Park was completed, minus the side panels, on Friday, June 9, in this photo submitted by Mayor Wayne Fournier.

Wayne Fournier
Tenino mayor
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Location: Centralia Outlet Mall
2000 Haviland Street, Centralia

LEWIS COUNTY
SPRING HIRING EVENT

American Behavioral Health Systems
Capstone Logistics

Centralia-Chehalis Chamber of Commerce
Centralia Outlet Malls (up to six retail stores)

Department of Corrections

DSHS BHA
Lewis County Human Resources

Lewis County Parks & Recreation
Merit Logistics

UNFI

Scot Industries, Inc.
Stillwater Colonial Residence

T-Mobile
Pacific Mobile Structures, Inc

Washington State Department Children, Youth & Family

Stop by June 13, 2023 from noon to 4 for an upcoming hiring event
where you can connect with local employers and interview on the spot.

Bring your resume and explore exciting opportunities. 
A list of some of the local businesses that will be there:

Connect With Local Employers Hiring Now!

Sponsored by
FOR MORE INFO: WWW.CHAMBERWAY.COM • 360-748-8885

CH621699

By Owen Sexton 

owen@chronline.com 

Following the Centralia City 
Council’s decision in February 
to permanently close the Pearl 
Street Pool, city workers began 
filling it in with dirt to avoid 

“attractive nuisance liability,” ac-
cording to Centralia City Man-
ager Rob Hill. 

“A vacant pool is the defini-
tion of an attractive nuisance, 
which by law is not a good thing,” 
Hill said. “So we absolutely can-
not continue to have that liabil-
ity sitting there just waiting for 
an incident to happen. I think 
we’re very fortunate we didn’t 
have one in the last 12 years.” 

While Washington state’s 
premises liability laws say prop-
erty owners are generally not 
liable if a person trespasses and 
is injured on the property, an 
exception is made for children 
under the attractive nuisance 
doctrine. This exception allows 
child trespassers or their par-
ents and legal guardians to sue 
property owners for injuries 
caused by an unsafe object on 
the property as long as the ob-
ject “attracted” the child onto 
the property. 

Considering the added risk 
of drowning when the pool 
would fill up with rainwater on 
top of possible injuries sustained 
by someone falling in, Hill de-
cided it was time to finally fill in 
the pool with dirt. 

“I stood there a couple weeks 
ago on the edge of that pool and 
it was half full, and the only 
thing more dangerous than a 
full pool is a half full pool, that’s 
the honest truth. If you fall in, 
you can’t even grab anything to 
get out,” Hill said. 

Hill added he is still sad-
dened by the pool’s closure, es-
pecially with the efforts of the 
Save The Outdoor Pool (STOP) 
group, which has been leading 
efforts to reopen the pool ever 
since it was closed by the city in 
2011 due to maintenance issues 
and budget constraints. 

STOP group members have 
repeatedly spoken out at Centra-
lia City Council meetings asking 
the city to reopen the pool. 

During its efforts, the 
STOP group raised more than 
$100,000 and obtained approval 
for several grants. The group 
presented plans for pool restora-
tion in the past, but their efforts 
weren’t enough to match the 
ever-increasing cost required to 
either renovate the existing pool 
or completely build a new one. 
The grants were eventually lost 
as the City of Centralia could 
not produce the funds to match 
them in order to keep them. 

Hill also said that during the 
city’s current efforts to fill in the 
pool they have discovered other 
issues, such as leaking return 
lines, which would have added 
to renovation costs. 

“The poor thing, it was just 

worn out and had timed out,” 
Hill said of the pool. 

As for what will replace the 
pool in the future, a variety of 
options are still being debated, 
including extending the splash 
pad to a playground, but noth-
ing has been decided yet.

Originally built in the 1950s 
as a war memorial, the pool was 
owned and operated by the city 
until the early 1980s when it was 
first closed. 

In 1984, it was reopened due 
to the efforts of Friends in Need, 
a local nonprofit that operated 
the pool until 2008 when the 
city resumed ownership until 
2011, when it closed the pool 
again. 

The Pearl Street Pool is lo-
cated on the southwest corner of 
the intersection at West Hanson 
Street and North Pearl Street in 
downtown Centralia. 

City of Centralia Fills in Pearl Street Pool to Avoid Liability

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Workers begin to fill in the Pearl Street Pool in Centralia Wednesday afternoon after the Centralia City Council decided against putting a measure before voters to po-
tentially pay for its repair or replacement in February. 

The Pearl Street Pool is pictured at about the time of its opening in this photo 
submitted by Dan Duffy for The Chronicle’s Our Hometowns books. 
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Death Notices
• ROGER DEAN KROTZER, 64, Yelm, 

died June 3 at Providence St. Pe-
ter Hospital in Olympia. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Fu-
neral Alternatives of Washington. 

• DANIEL J. MILLER, 62, Centralia, 
died June 6 in Chehalis. Arrange-
ments are under the care of New-
ell-Hoerling’s Mortuary.

• DOUGLAS HARRY MCMILLIN, 81, 
Cinebar, died June 6. Arrange-
ments are under the care of Stick-
lin Funeral Chapel.

• CHERYL ERMA HASELWOOD, 74, Cen-
tralia, died June 6 at home. A cel-
ebration of life open house will be 
held from 5 to 8 p.m. June 16, at 
3611 Cooks Hill Road, Centralia.

Sirens
CENTRALIA POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Attempt to Contact 
• Officers were asked to con-

tact two people sleeping in front 
of an attorney’s office in the 100 
block of North Rock Street just 
after 7:10 a.m. on June 7. The 
subjects left the scene before of-
ficers arrived. 

Assault 
• A 19-year-old Chehalis 

man was arrested in the 100 
block of South Silver Street at ap-
proximately 10:35 a.m. on June 7 
and was booked into the Lewis 
County Jail for fourth-degree as-
sault, domestic violence. 

Burglary 
• A burglary involving the 

theft of a Stihl chain saw was re-
ported in the 1100 block of Cave-
ness Drive at approximately 5:10 
p.m. on June 7. 

Theft 
• A Harley Davidson motor-

cycle was reported stolen from 
the 1200 block of West Walnut 
Street at 9:20 p.m. on June 7. The 
case is under investigation. 

• A cellphone was reported 
stolen from a shelter in the 100 
block of North Gold Street just 
after 7:10 a.m. on June 8. 

• A government-issued phone 
was reported stolen from a shel-
ter in the 100 block of North 
Tower Avenue just after 7:10 a.m. 
on June 8. 

Drug Violation 
• Officers contacted two 

homeless men from Aberdeen 
who were passed out in a vehicle 
at a park in the 2000 block of 
Borst Avenue just after 9:15 a.m. 
on June 8. Citations for drug vio-
lations were issued. 

DUI 
• Officers responded to the 

1600 block Windsor Avenue to 
assist the Lewis County Sheriff ’s 
Office with a civil dispute report 
just before 8:05 p.m. on June 8.  
While there, officers learned that 
Todd J. Dodge, 51, of Kelso, was 
involved in the dispute and was 
under the influence of alcohol. 

“Officers warned Mr. Dodge not 

to drive while under the influ-
ence and advised him he would 
be arrested if he did,” according 
to the Centralia Police Depart-
ment. A short time later, officers 
observed Dodge attempt to de-
part in his vehicle. Dodge was ar-
rested and booked into the Lewis 
County Jail for DUI.

Malicious Mischief 
• An 18-year-old Oregon man 

was arrested in the 1000 block 
of Harrison Avenue just before 
noon on June 8 and was booked 
into the Lewis County Jail after 
he allegedly kicked a car door 
during a dispute and resisted of-
ficers’ attempts to arrest him. 

Dispute 
• A verbal dispute between 

two homeless people from Santa 
Cruz, California, was reported 
in the 700 block of E Street just 
before 2:20 p.m. on June 8. The 
two reportedly told officers “they 
came to Centralia on the advice 
of friends because Centralia had 
better housing services.” 

Criminal Trespass 
• Officers were dispatched 

to the Park and Ride in the 900 
block of Old Airport Way just 
after 6 p.m. on June 8 for a re-
port of “an aggressive and unruly 
male passenger who refused to 
get off the Twin City Transit bus.” 
The passenger, a homeless man 
from Centralia, cooperated with 
officers and was trespassed from 
Twin Transit. 

• Officers were asked to move 
along a man sleeping in his car 
on private property in the 1700 
block of Central Boulevard just 
after 6:55 a.m. on June 9. The 
man, 49, of Chehalis, left without 
incident. 

• Officers were asked to move 
three homeless people off of pri-
vate property in the 600 block of 
North Tower Avenue just before 
7:45 a.m. on June 9. 

Defecation 
• At approximately 7:55 a.m. 

on June 9, a citizen called to 
report that an unknown male 
came onto their property in the 
400 block of West Plum Street 
and defecated near a covered 

area.  “They described the male 
as wearing a black hooded sweat-
shirt and riding a small black bi-
cycle,” according to the Centralia 
Police Department. The male 
was gone when officers arrived, 

“however, he left corroborating 
evidence behind for the resident 
to clean up,” according to the po-
lice department.

CHEHALIS POLICE DEPARTMENT
Disorderly Conduct 

• A woman was reportedly 
“yelling and screaming” in the 
400 block of North Market Bou-
levard at 10 a.m. on June 7. 

• A man was reportedly 
“throwing rocks onto the road 
and at vehicles” from a walking 
trail at the intersection of North-
west Louisiana Avenue and Air-
port Road just before 10:25 a.m. 
on June 8.  

Criminal Trespass 
• A man who repeatedly tried 

to steal items from a business in 
the 1900 block of South Market 
boulevard in front of an employ-
ee just after 11:15 a.m. on June 7 
was trespassed from the business. 

• A case of criminal trespass 
reported in the 1700 block of 
Northwest Louisiana Avenue just 
after 7:50 p.m. on June 8 is under 
investigation. 

Theft 
• A subject was cited for 

shoplifting in the 1700 block of 
Northwest Louisiana Avenue just 
before 5:45 p.m. on June 7. 

• A case of shoplifting was 
reported in the 1400 block of 
Northwest Louisiana Avenue 
at approximately 12:20 p.m. on 
June 8. 

Hit-and-Run 
• A hit-and-run was reported 

in the 1900 block of Northwest 
Louisiana Avenue at 5:25 p.m. on 
June 7. 

Disputes 
• A verbal dispute was report-

ed in the 10 block of Southwest 
William Avenue just after 10:25 
p.m. on June 8. 

• Just after 10:50 p.m. on June 
8, a male caller asked officers to 

assist him in enforcing the par-
enting plan he has with a woman 
in the 200 block of Hidden Mead-
ows Drive. Dispatch was report-
edly on the phone with the male 
caller while he possibly went 
to the woman’s home, rang the 
doorbell repeatedly, screamed 
at her to open the door, then ad-
vised officers he was “about to 
break the door.” He reportedly 
advised law enforcement he had 
a gun on his person, advised “he 
has been drinking heavily to-
night” and reportedly said “if he 
doesn’t get the kids back he (was) 
gonna do something he will go 
to jail for.” The call reportedly 
dropped several times, with law 
enforcement repeatedly trying to 
confirm the caller’s location. No 
arrests were made. 

Vehicle Accident 
• Injuries were reported af-

ter a two-vehicle collision in a 
parking lot in the 1600 block of 
Northwest Louisiana Avenue just 
before 6:50 p.m. on June 7. 

Child Abuse 
• A case of possible child 

abuse that occurred two years 
prior was reported in the 300 
block of Northwest Chehalis Av-
enue at 10:30 a.m. on June 8. 

LEWIS COUNTY JAIL         
STATISTICS

As of Friday morning, the 
Lewis County Jail had a total sys-
tem population of 148 inmates, in-
cluding 133 in the general popula-
tion and 15 in the Work Ethic and 
Restitution Center (WERC). Of 
general population inmates, 103 
were reported male and 30 were 
reported female. Of the WERC in-
mates, 12 were reported male and 
three were reported female. 

•••
Sirens are compiled by reporter 

Emily Fitzgerald, who can be reached 
at emily@chronline.com. The Cen-
tralia Police Department can be 
reached at 360-330-7680, the Cheha-
lis Police Department can be reached 
at 360-748-8605 and the Morton 
Police Department can be reached at 
360-496-6636. If you were a victim 
of physical or sexual abuse, domes-
tic violence or sexual assault, call 
Hope Alliance at 360-748-6601 or 
the Youth Advocacy Center of Lewis 
County at 360-623-1990.

News in Brief

Patriot Prayer’s Joey 
Gibson Sues Portland, 
County for Failed Riot 
Prosecution
By The Oregonian

Lawyers for right-wing pro-
test leader Joey Gibson and one 
his followers have made good on 
their plans to sue Portland and 
Multnomah County, claiming 
malicious prosecution.

Gibson, who led the Vancou-
ver-based Patriot Prayer, and as-
sociate Russell Schultz beat felo-
ny riot charges during a trial last 
July after they were involved in a 
face-off with left-wing protesters 
outside a bar in 2019.

The suit, filed Thursday in 
federal court in Portland, seeks 
a civil jury trial for unspeci-
fied damages against Portland, 
Multnomah County, Mayor Ted 
Wheeler and District Attorney 
Mike Schmidt, as well as Portland 
Police Chief Chuck Lovell, former 
Chiefs Jami Resch and Danielle 
Outlaw, two prosecutors and the 
detective who handled the case.

“Amidst the chaos in Portland, 
Mike Schmidt’s office prioritized 
the prosecution of Russell and 
Joey for their political engage-
ment,” lead attorney D. Angus 
Lee said in a statement.

Lee said he intends to seek 
the $100 million in damages he 
listed in an earlier tort claim.

Circuit Judge Benjamin 

Souede threw out the charges 
halfway through the criminal 
trial against Gibson, 39, and 
Schultz, 53, ruling that video 
evidence showed the two had 
engaged only in heated rhetoric 
while others hurled drinks and 
brawled outside the Cider Riot 
patio in Northeast Portland.

In the new lawsuit, Lee ar-
gues that police, prosecutors and 
political leaders orchestrated the 
charges to suppress Gibson’s ral-
lies, which frequently spiraled 
into left-versus-right street fights.

He also pointed to a protest 
prosecution policy instituted by 
Schidmt after the 2020 murder 
of George Floyd, which ordered 
his staff to stop prosecuting riot 
cases unless paired with other al-
legations such as theft or use of 
force. Schmidt’s office said the 
policy wasn’t retroactive.

Five Arrested, Charged 
for Trying to Access 
Power Vault for 911 
Communication Tower 
in Pierce County
By The News Tribune

Five people have been arrest-
ed for trying to break into a Ta-
coma power vault that supplied 
energy to a South Sound 911 
communications tower, accord-
ing to charging documents.

A spokesperson for the Taco-

ma Police Department said she 
couldn’t speak to why the group 
tried to break into the vault Mon-
day. It is near a closed golfing 
range in the 4500 block of South 
Tyler Street. Wendy Haddow 
said she didn’t know whether 
they were trying to access mate-
rial inside or if it was a larger plot 
against the infrastructure.

Richard Dewey Edvalds, Kar-
ly Kristine Johnson, Megan Ni-
cole Mistretta, Michael Thomas 
Vaughn and Dana Andrew Wool-
sey were each charged Tuesday in 
Pierce County Superior Court 
with second-degree burglary and 
third-degree malicious mischief.

All but Vaughn were ar-
raigned Tuesday afternoon, and 
Commissioner Craig Adams set 
a different bail amount for each 
defendant, between $10,000 and 
$50,000. Police said Vaughn 
was transported to a hospital 
after he was detained because 
he appeared to be having a sei-
zure when he was in a patrol car. 
Court records don’t show when 
he might be arraigned.

Two of the defendants, Ed-
valds, 59 and Woolsey, 46, were 
recently employed by R&R Re-
cycling, a scrap metal recycling 
company on Pacific Avenue in 
Parkland, according to a pretrial 
services report. Edvalds is the 
owner, according to the report, 
but state business license records 
show R&R is led by another man 
with the last name Edvalds.

Two phone calls to the busi-

ness Wednesday afternoon rang 
10 times before the line dropped. 
A phone number for Richard Ed-
valds listed in the pretrial services 
report went straight to voicemail.

Edvalds’ criminal history 
includes 10 convictions in Su-
perior Court between 1998 and 
2008, including convictions for 
trafficking stolen property, drug 
crimes and forgery. Woolsey’s 
prior convictions include 11 in 
Superior Court between 1998 
and 2023. The other defendants 
also have criminal history.

According to charging docu-
ments, police were called to the 
power vault at about 7 p.m. after 
security saw five people on camera 
trying to gain access. Police were 
told one person had a gun on his hip.
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This year, the Washington 
Legislature passed a controver-
sial bill that will allow runaways 
to evade their parents and stay 
under state custody if the chil-
dren are look-
ing for abor-
tions or sex 
change medical 
procedures. 

Until now, 
state law has 
required the 
state to notify 
parents within 
72 hours when 
runaways 
showed up in shelters — ideally 
within 24 hours if possible. The 
only exception was if the child 
would face abuse or neglect if 
the parent were notified. 

Senate Bill 5599 changes 
that. 

Now, the state has a “com-
pelling reason” to hide the 
whereabouts of children from 
their parents if the minor is 
seeking or receiving reproduc-
tive health care services (in-
cluding abortions) or “gender 
affirming treatment” — an 

Orwellian term that essentially 
means hormones or surgery 
to change their appearance to 
resemble the opposite sex. As 
per RCW 74.09.675, referenced 
in this year’s bill, runaway mi-
nors must be hidden from their 
families if they want to undergo 
facial feminization surgeries, 
tracheal shaves, mastectomies, 
breast reductions, breast im-
plants or any combination of 
so-called gender affirming pro-
cedures.

If a child runs away to get 
these medical treatments, the 
state will hide them under SB 
5599.

“I keep trying to come up 
with a word to adequately de-
scribe how heinous this bill 
is,” said Dawn Seaver, a parent 
in Vancouver who is part of a 
group leading a referendum to 
overturn SB 5599. 

“Here you’ve got a gender 
confused kid who runs away 
from home and then undergoes 
these life-altering treatments 

while being cared for by a 
stranger. Meanwhile, they’re 
being deprived of their biggest 
advocates, the people who know 
and love them most, their par-
ents.” 

The effort to overturn the 
bill is called Referendum 101.

They need to collect 200,000 
signatures by July 15 to get the 
referendum on the ballot to give 
voters the chance to reject SB 
5599. 

Learn more, order peti-
tions, donate or get information 
on signing events at www.re-
ject5599.com. 

Seaver has been active on 
these issues since 2015. At that 
time, she said she was “just a 
mom” who happened to read in 
the newspaper about a decision 
to allow men who identify as 
women into locker rooms and 
bathrooms for girls and women. 

“My daughter was 14 and that 
didn’t work for me,” said Seaver, 
who went on to co-found In-
formed Parents of Washing-

ton and Washington Parents’ 
Rights in Education. 

She has since collected data 
on transgender issues that add 
nuance to a discussion that is 
usually seen as a simplistic “we 
must immediately affirm some-
one’s stated gender identity and 
allow them to explore gender 
even at a young age.”

What Seaver found is that 
the majority of trans kids will 
later identify with their biologi-
cal sex if simply allowed to go 
through puberty. About 80% 
will desist from a transgender 
identity before adulthood.

“If you look at that one stat 
alone, why are we transitioning 
kids at all?” she said. “The ma-
jority of them will come out the 
other side. Some of them will be 
gay. If we let them start going 
through transition almost 100% 
of them go the whole way. Once 
they start down that path, they 
become lifelong medical pa-
tients who are sterile, who can’t 
enjoy intimacy. I can’t come up 
with the words to describe how 
awful it is.”

Supporters of the affirma-

tion philosophy say that trans 
youth are at heightened risk of 
suicide. 

But that tragic fact needs 
context, too. What Seaver found 
is that about 75% of children 
identifying as trans have one or 
more comorbidities like anxiety 
or depression — and that trans 
people have the same suicide 
rate as non-trans kids with 
those mental health issues.

And a long-term study in 
Sweden — a country with a 
long history of support and af-
firmation for trans identities 

— found that adults who had 
transitioned had a suicide rate 
19 times the general population. 

Trans issues are complex. 
The science is unsettled and the 
impacts are clearly significant. 
Whatever position one has, it’s 
clear that allowing the state to 
hide children who are in the 
midst of gender confusion from 
their parents is wrong. 

Signing R-101 and rejecting 
5599 is the right response. 

•••
Brian Mittge can be reached at 

brianmittge@hotmail.com. 

By Brian Mittge

Sign R-101 to Protect Parents’ Rights and Kids’ Safety 
COMMENTARY:  Hills and Valleys

Despite the lingering pain 
in my knees and back, plus the 
constant reminder from my 
son that he ran all 19 miles and 

“beat me,” I have only great feel-
ings and memories of this year’s 
Lewis County Law Enforcement 
Torch Run to benefit the Lewis 
County Special Olympics and 
our amazing 
athletes. 

“No pain, no 
gain” is what I 
tell myself be-
fore each Torch 
Run and Polar 
Plunge to ben-
efit the pride of 
Lewis County 
and Washing-
ton state.

This year’s Torch Run route 
started at the Napavine Police 
Department and weaved its way 
to cheering students at Napavine, 
Chehalis and Centralia schools. 
Almost every step was met with 
cheering community members, 
honking cars and laughter from 
the runners and supporters. It 
was another reminder that we 

live in a very amazing commu-
nity.

Although formally the Spe-
cial Olympics was established 
in 1968, the real origins began 
more humbly and organic. The 
Special Olympics began as 
Camp Shriver. In 1960, Eunice 
Shriver, a parent from Bethesda, 
Maryland, was having trouble 
finding a summer camp for her 
child with intellectual disabili-
ties. Mainstream camps were 
not accepting her child, public 
education was not equipped for 
children with special needs and 
summer-after-summer came 
and went without activities for 
her child and countless other 
children with disabilities. 

That is when Eunice Shriver 
contacted other parents and 
schools with special-needs chil-
dren and started Camp Shriver, 
with 34 children and 26 high 
school and college-aged coun-
selors. They learned to swim, 
played baseball, shot baskets, 

rode horses and had summer 
fun. The camp grew. Soon, the 
Special Olympics was born in 
1968.

Today, the worldwide Spe-
cial Olympics has six million 
athletes, one million coaches 
and volunteers and over 100,000 
competitions every year. Thou-
sands of those athletes, parents, 
coaches and supporters are right 
here in the state of Washington.

Sadly though, the story of 
Eunice Shriver continues in 
many families unable to find 
adequate programs or afford to 
provide the summer camp and 
Special Olympics experience for 
their child or family member. 
That is where our local Lewis 
County Special Olympics orga-
nization steps up to help.

Each year, I am proud to vol-
unteer and work alongside some 
very amazing people to plan the 
Polar Plunge at Mayfield Lake in 
the winter and the Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run in the summer. 

The funds raised at these events 
and donations throughout the 
year help make the Special 
Olympics a reality for so many 
athletes and families. Uniforms, 
travel expenses and equipment 
all cost money, so any amount 
of assistance can help make an 
Olympic dream come true. 

Every athlete deserves an op-
portunity to be successful and 
do what they love. Athletics and 
competition is healthy, therapeu-
tic and social and promotes our 
communities in the best possible 
ways. I am honored to support 
the Special Olympics and proud 
of our athletes competing and 
Pacific Lutheran University June 
9 through June 11.  

Thank you in advance for 
your support, and thank you 
to Centralia Officer Ruben 
Ramirez, Branda Pagett, Sara 
Sons, the Centralia Police De-
partment, the Chehalis Police 
Department, the Napavine Po-
lice Department, Chehalis Tribal 
Police, the Lewis County Sher-
iff ’s Office and all those volun-
teering, organizing and support-

ing the 2023 Law Enforcement 
Torch Run.

A special congratulations 
goes to all the runners and the 
four brave runners that complet-
ed all 19 miles, including Anto-
nio Abbarno, 10, Lewis County 
Commissioner Sean Swope, 
Royal Sons and Centralia Police 
Sergeant Dave Clary.

 To support our Lewis Coun-
ty Special Olympics Athletes, 
consider a contribution to the 
Centralia Police Officers As-
sociation, c/o Law Enforcement 
Torch Run, 118 W. Maple St., 
Centralia, Washington, 98531, or 
visit www.LewisCountyLETR.
com. And, consider plunging 
with our Lewis County Icicle 
Brigade team this winter.

•••
Rep. Peter Abbarno represents 

the 20th Legislative District in the 
Washington House of Representa-
tives. Abbarno is a local attorney 
and business owner with the law 
firm Althauser Rayan Abbarno, LLP 
and participates in the Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run and Polar Plunge to 
support the Special Olympics. 

Lewis County Special Olympics Is a Cause Worth Supporting 
COMMENTARY:  Running for Good

By Peter Abbarno

Letters to the Editor
Concern Over ‘Hub City 
Loves’ Banner

I wanted to express my con-
cern over the message being sent 
with the "Hub City Loves” banner 
hanging over Pearl Street down-
town. While I do agree that it is 
important for everyone to know 
that they are valued and loved, 
the message that is sent with the 
rainbow colors only communi-
cates that those who agree with 
the LGBTQ+ lifestyle are valued. 

The flag and what it repre-
sents absolutely does not include 
everyone, especially those who 
are morally opposed to the 
LGBTQ+ lifestyle. Would not a 
better message to send be, “Hub 
City Loves Everyone,” with 
colors that are representative of 
Centralia and not just a particu-
lar sub-group of people?

As a Christian, I have strong 
moral objections to the lifestyle 
promoted by the LGBTQ+ 
agenda, and I definitely do not 
feel like the banner that is cur-
rently hanging up downtown 
communicates that Hub City ap-
preciates me or those who share 
a similar view as me. But, while 
I definitely do not support that 
lifestyle, I believe those who sub-

scribe to it deserve to be shown 
the same respect and courtesy as 
any other person.

So, instead of just complain-
ing about something and not 
providing a solution, I would 
propose that the same words can 
be used, but instead of the rain-
bow colors (again, only repre-
sentative of a small sub-group of 
people) colors should be selected 
that represent Centralia (such 
as the school colors of Centra-
lia High School). I believe that 
would be a better representation 
of what Centralia stands for — 
that the Hub City cares about 
everyone, not just a select few.

Andrew Fix 
Centralia

Beak of the Week 
Musings

Regarding your recent Beak 
of the Week entry with an eve-
ning grosbeak, we have been 
happily viewing a pair of them 
out our window. This pair seems 
to be a mated pair and has been 
together all spring. 

Do you know if that’s the 
case, bonding as a mated pair? 
That has advantages for both, 

but I hope that they can live long 
together. There was a case in 
New England involving a pair 
of swans where some teen jerks 
broke into the enclosure in the 
town where the swans lived, mur-
dered the male and stole all the 
signets. The female was absolute-
ly inconsolable. I trust that our 
neighbors would never do that. 
Anyway, in this case the teens 
were found and the signets were 
retrieved but the parents were 
busy eating the male swan. Dis-
gusting! Lucky they don’t live in 
England where all the swans are 
owned by the King. There they’d 
be fined, imprisoned or both.

James Bundy 
Centralia

In Response to School 
Levy Failure

Responding to Lisa Grant, 
Superintendent of Centralia 
School District letter May 31, 
2023, I can feel her disappoint-
ment that the school levy didn’t 
pass, but I believe that the school 
superintendent doesn’t fully un-
derstand what this school levy 
would have cost property own-
ers like me. 

This levy, if passed, would 
have cost me around $700 to 
$800 in taxes a year. This is a 
lots of money to me, but maybe 
not to the superintendent. I am 
medically retired and a disabled 
veteran living on a fixed income. 
With the cost of inflation, it is 
a struggle to make ends meet. 
Property owners do not need 
another financial burden do-
ing these hard times. We are 
not open bank accounts with 
unlimited funds. I was taught 
while growing up not to spend 
money that you don’t have and 
live within your means.

The Centralia School District 
needs to grasp this concept to 
become good stewards with our 
hard-earned money. I have a 
child attending Centralia Middle 
School and I am not happy with 
what they are teaching our chil-
dren. I feel that the children are 
not getting the education or the 
tools to make it in the real world. 
The voters really don’t have a 
much say in which direction the 
school district is going or what is 
being taught to our kids. The only 
voice that the voters have some-
times is with their pocket books. 

I would like to suggest that 
the superintendent find out what 

the voters want and make the 
necessary changes. The school 
district might have a more favor-
able outcome in next election.

Andrew Boehm
Centralia

Divine Intervention and 
America’s Founders

A recent letter suggested that 
Divine Intervention in earthly 
affairs was regarded by Ameri-
ca’s Founders as “nonsense.” The 
writer is evidently unfamiliar 
with The British Enlighten-
ment’s divide between the school 
of thought populated by such 
as John Locke and the one led 
by such as Edmund Burke. The 
principle distinction between 
the two was the view by Burke 
that no social contract could 
long endure without the rec-
ognition of the role of “Divine 
Providence” in the fortunes of 
a given society of freemen. This 
belief would win the day and is 
the basis from which America’s 
founders drew their inspiration.

Thomas Higdon 
Clark County
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To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

DonalD HaywarDDonalD HaywarD

Donald J. “Don” Hayward 
passed away on June 4, 2023, 
at Olympics West Assisted 
Living Facility in Tumwater, 
Washington.

Don was born on Dec. 
28, 1926, in Wenatchee, 
Washington. He spent his early 
years living in the original 
Crescent Bar near Quincy and 
he attended grade school in 
Trinidad. The family moved 
to Moses Lake in 1940. Don 
of course had no idea that in 
1944, before his 18th birthday, 
he would graduate from Moses 
Lake High School and be 
serving on a Navy oil tanker 
in the North Atlantic. Don 
volunteered for service in 
the war, and after specialized 
training in diesel engines that 
powered the ships, he was 
assigned to serve aboard the 
U.S.S. Elokomin AO-55. The 
ship helped refuel the convoys 
that traversed the dangerous 
North Atlantic. Don was the last 
surviving crew member of the 
Elokomin who served during 
World War II.

After the war, Don returned 
to his home in Eastern 
Washington where he continued 
his love of diesel engines. He 
purchased a truck and began his 
lifelong career as a truck driver 

by hauling hay to Western 
Washington. While in Ellensburg, 
he found the love of his life, 
Barbara “Barb” J. Blue. They 
were married in Ephrata on 
June 2, 1947, and had three 
children. After a few months, 
Don and Barb moved to Western 
Washington where they lived, 
worked and raised their children 
in Tenino and Lacey during the 
years until their retirement. For 
almost 40 years, Don drove 
trucks of any kind with any kind 
of load (hay, logs, dynamite, 
gasoline or beer). The final 20 
years of his career were spent 
working for Santry trucking, 
hauling Olympia beer. No other 
driver for the company could 
match Don’s record of having 
over two million miles without 
a chargeable accident. 

After retirement in 1983, 
Don and Barb sold their 
home in Lacey and took on a 
fun new chapter in their life. 
They moved into their RV full 
time and became RV wagon 
masters. Working for Tracks to 
Adventure and Points South, 
they led over 100 caravans 
on trips to places in Mexico, 
New Zealand and along the 
full length of the Oregon trail 
in addition to over 25 trips to 
Alaska.  During the ‘80s and 
‘90s, the citizens band radio 
(CB) was the most common 
form of communication among 
caravanners. Don and Barb’s 
call sign was ROVER 99. In 
1996, they bought a home in 

Centralia, although for several 
years they continued to travel 
to Alaska in the summers and to 
Arizona in the winter.

In July 2019, after 72 years 
of marriage, Don was preceded 
in death by his wife, Barb. His 
death was also preceded by 
his daughter, Donna Jean; his 
granddaughter, Jennifer Lynne 
Grate; and step-grandchildren, 
Robert “Bobby” Lund and 
Mary Lund.

Don is survived by his 
daughter, Carol (Dave) Lund, of 
Centralia; son, Allen Hayward, 
of Tumwater; and his 
brother, John Perrie. He has 
many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, great-great-
grandchildren, nephews and 
nieces.

Don’s family wants to 
express their thanks and 
appreciation for the care and 
compassion shown to our father 
by the staff of Providence 
SoundHomeCare and Hospice 
and to the helpful staff at 
Olympics West.

In lieu of flowers, if desired, 
memorials may be made to the 
Veterans Memorial Museum 
in Centralia where Don had a 
lifetime membership.

Don and Barb are now 
reunited in their travels for 
eternity as ROVER 99.

A private inurnment will 
be held at Mountain View 
Cemetery in Centralia. 

Please share memories at 
www.FuneralAlternatives.org. 

In Loving Memory OfIn Loving Memory Of

1926  ~  20231926  ~  2023

1931  ~  20231931  ~  2023
JoAnn (Dagny Marie) JoAnn (Dagny Marie) 

Gjul/Jull, Grandorff, Witt, Gjul/Jull, Grandorff, Witt, 
Lovgren, 91, passed away Lovgren, 91, passed away 
May 30, 2023, at Silver May 30, 2023, at Silver 
Acres Adult Family Home in Acres Adult Family Home in 
Chehalis, Washington. She Chehalis, Washington. She 
was born Oct. 23, 1931, in was born Oct. 23, 1931, in 
Montesano, Washington, to Montesano, Washington, to 
Kristian and Dagny (Hansen) Kristian and Dagny (Hansen) 
Gjul.Gjul.

JoAnn attended school JoAnn attended school 
in Montesano, moved to in Montesano, moved to 
Oakville after her junior year Oakville after her junior year 
and graduated from Oakville and graduated from Oakville 
High School in 1949. She High School in 1949. She 
met and married John W. met and married John W. 
Grandorff in April 1949 and Grandorff in April 1949 and 
they had six children. John they had six children. John 
passed away in October passed away in October 
1965 at the age of 35 after an 1965 at the age of 35 after an 
illness. She married James D. illness. She married James D. 
Witt in March 1967 and they Witt in March 1967 and they 
had a daughter together.  had a daughter together.  

Jim passed away in Jim passed away in 
December 1998 at age 64 after December 1998 at age 64 after 
heart surgery. JoAnn married heart surgery. JoAnn married 
Richard W. Lovgren in 2004 Richard W. Lovgren in 2004 
and gained four stepchildren. and gained four stepchildren. 
Richard passed away at age Richard passed away at age 
90 in July of 2016.90 in July of 2016.

JoAnn was a homemaker JoAnn was a homemaker 
but, in her 60s, worked at the but, in her 60s, worked at the 
Antique Mall in Centralia and Antique Mall in Centralia and 
loved fixing window displays. loved fixing window displays. 
She loved to dance (especially She loved to dance (especially 
the jitterbug), spent many the jitterbug), spent many 

Saturdays at Swede Hall in Saturdays at Swede Hall in 
Rochester and later started Rochester and later started 
square dancing. She enjoyed square dancing. She enjoyed 
gardening, sewing, and gardening, sewing, and 
traveling, including a trip to traveling, including a trip to 
Norway, where her parents Norway, where her parents 
were born.were born.

JoAnn was preceded JoAnn was preceded 
in death by her parents; in death by her parents; 
stepmother, Gunvor; brother, stepmother, Gunvor; brother, 
John Jull; sister, Margaret John Jull; sister, Margaret 
Marche; and her son, John W. Marche; and her son, John W. 
Grandorff Jr.  Grandorff Jr.  

She is survived by She is survived by 
daughters, Susan (Larry) daughters, Susan (Larry) 
Haugh, Judi (Bill) Wamsley, Haugh, Judi (Bill) Wamsley, 
Nancy (Erik) Hegg and Nancy (Erik) Hegg and 
Julie (Marc) Herr; sons, Julie (Marc) Herr; sons, 
Bill (Gloria) Grandorff and Bill (Gloria) Grandorff and 
Tom (Jody) Grandorff; 18 Tom (Jody) Grandorff; 18 
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 17 great-
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren; and great-grandchildren; and 
numerous nephews and numerous nephews and 
nieces.nieces.

JoAnn spent her last years JoAnn spent her last years 
at Silver Acres, where she at Silver Acres, where she 
received excellent care, even received excellent care, even 
when she was a little grumpy. when she was a little grumpy. 
Also, thank you to the Hospice Also, thank you to the Hospice 
individuals.individuals.

JoAnn requested — no, JoAnn requested — no, 
adamantly stated — she did adamantly stated — she did 
not want a service of any not want a service of any 
kind, only graveside with kind, only graveside with 
immediate family.immediate family.

Please share memories at Please share memories at 
www.FuneralAlternatives.org.www.FuneralAlternatives.org.

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

JoAnn LovgrenJoAnn Lovgren
In Loving Memory OfIn Loving Memory Of

In Remembrance

Margaret L. McDonell Margaret L. McDonell 
Schwarzkopf, formerly of Schwarzkopf, formerly of 
Centralia and Chehalis, was Centralia and Chehalis, was 
born May 2, 1920, in Troy, born May 2, 1920, in Troy, 
Montana, and passed away in Montana, and passed away in 
Spokane, Washington on June Spokane, Washington on June 
3, 2023. 3, 2023. 

She is survived by Nancy She is survived by Nancy 
Jarmin, Noni McNinch (Gary) Jarmin, Noni McNinch (Gary) 
and John Schwarzkopf (Joan and John Schwarzkopf (Joan 
Bell), as well as numerous  Bell), as well as numerous  
grandchildren, great-grandchildren grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great grandchildren. and great-great grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death She was preceded in death 
by her husband Lyman K. by her husband Lyman K. 
Schwarzkopf and daughter Schwarzkopf and daughter 
Connie Nichols (John).Connie Nichols (John).

A memorial and celebration A memorial and celebration 
of Margaret's life will be held at of Margaret's life will be held at 
a later date.a later date.

Margaret L. 
Schwarzkopf

To view the obituary, please go  
to chronline.com/obituaries.

1920 - 2023

By The Chronicle staff 

The City of Centralia Public 
Works Department released the 
city’s 2022 water quality report 
in May.

Of the more than 100 con-
taminants the city tested for, the 
water did not exceed any state or 
federal contamination limits, ac-
cording to the report. 

Centralia’s water is classified 
as groundwater, meaning it is 
sourced from drilled wells. Un-
derground aquifers being tapped 
by the wells are susceptible to 
contamination from above-
ground activities. 

Lead, arsenic, copper, radium 
228, nitrate, total trihalometh-
anes and haloacetic acids were 
among the contaminants tested 
for. 

There are both natural and 
human causes for many of these 
contaminants, including erosion 
of natural deposits into local 
aquifers, corrosion of plumbing 
systems, runoff from fertilizer 

use or being byproducts of the 
drinking water chlorination pro-
cess. 

Other contaminants include 
microbial matter from broken 
sewer lines, leaking septic sys-
tems, livestock operations and 
wildlife as well as inorganic mat-
ter from industrial and domestic 
wastewater discharges, oil and 
gas production, mining, farming 
or stormwater runoff containing 
salts and metals. 

The public works department 
uses three treatment methods for 
Centralia’s water: air stripping, 
chlorination and fluoridation. 

Air stripping involves large 
volumes of air being forced 
through the water to remove dis-
solved gas and volatile substanc-
es. It is also the main method 
used to reduce copper and lead 
levels in the water by increasing 
the water’s pH level from 6.7 to 
7.7, the report stated. 

Despite these results, the re-
port still shared this warning 

from the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) concerning 
lead and copper contamination: 

“Infants and children who 
drink water containing lead in 
excess of the action level could 
experience delays in their physi-
cal or mental development. Chil-
dren could show slight deficits in 
attention span and learning abil-
ities. Adults who drink this water 
over many years could develop 
kidney problems or high blood 
pressure. Some people who 
drink water containing copper 
in excess of the action level over 
a relatively short amount of time 
could experience gastrointesti-
nal distress. Some people who 
drink water containing copper 
in excess of the action level over 
many years could suffer liver 
or kidney damage. People with 
Wilson’s Disease should consult 
their personal doctor.”

Chlorination is used to dis-
infect the water supply and sits 
at between 0.2 and 1.2 parts per 

million (ppm) in samples tested, 
according to the report. The EPA 
established the maximum resid-
ual disinfectant level for chlorine 
in water at 4 ppm and the maxi-
mum residual disinfectant level 
goal at 4 ppm. 

Fluorination is used to aid in 
tooth decay prevention. Fluoride 
levels are maintained at levels be-
tween 0.5 and 0.9 ppm, according 
to the report. The EPA established 
the maximum contaminant level 
goal for fluoride at 4 ppm. 

Public Works personnel are 
also trying to help conserve wa-
ter. They fixed a total of 109 leaks 
throughout both main and ser-
vice lines in 2022. 

To help prevent contamina-
tion, the report asked residents 
to properly dispose of used oil, 
gas, pesticides and other hazard-
ous chemicals instead of dump-
ing them on the ground or down 
sinks and toilets. 

For more information on 
hazardous material disposal, call 

the Lewis County Hazo Hut at 
360-740-1221 or visit https://lew-
iscountywa.gov/departments/
solid-waste/hazo-hut/. 

For more information regard-
ing the city’s 2022 water qual-
ity report, call Centralia Public 
Works at 360-330-7516. 

To view the 2022 water qual-
ity report and reports from pre-
vious years, visit https://www.
cityofcentralia.com/Archive.
aspx?AMID=42.

Centralia Public Works Releases 2022 Water Quality Report

News in Brief

Chehalis Resident, 18, 
Airlifted to Harborview 
Medical Center After 
Being Struck by Semi on 
U.S. Highway 12 Early 
Thursday Morning
By The Chronicle staff

An 18-year-old Chehalis resi-
dent was airlifted to Harborview 
Medical Center in Seattle early 
Thursday morning after being 
struck by a semi-truck on U.S. 
Highway 12 near Mary’s Corner, 
according to a news release from 
the Washington State Patrol. 

Latrell A. Hughes was stand-
ing in the roadway when he was 
struck by a 2022 Mack Anthem 
driven by Richard R. Smegelski, 
66, of Tumwater, according to 
the state patrol. 

The incident occurred just 
after midnight, according to the 
state patrol. 

The state patrol has listed the 
cause of the crash as pedestrian 
in the roadway. 

Girl, 10, Found After 24 
Hours Lost in Kittitas 
County Wilderness
By The Seattle Times

After spending 24 hours miss-
ing in the Cle Elum River Valley, 
10-year-old Shunghla Mashwani 
was reunited with her family on 
Monday. The night before, she 
slept between some trees in the 
dense wilderness after being sep-
arated from her family Sunday 
afternoon, according to the Kit-
titas County Sheriff ’s Office.

On Sunday, Shunghla and 
her extended family gathered at 
the Cathedral Pass Trailhead on 
Fish Lake Road and were playing 
in the woods near the Cle Elum 
River.

When the family crossed a 
footbridge over the Cle Elum 
River to break for lunch, they no-
ticed Shunghla was missing.

Around 20 adults in the group 
immediately started searching 
for her. There was no cell signal 
in the valley. The group searched 
for nearly two hours before 

someone on a utility terrain ve-
hicle drove by and offered to use 
a satellite phone to call 911.

Shunghla’s family reported 
her missing shortly before 2 p.m. 
The sheriff ’s office launched a 
search. At approximately 3 p.m. 
Monday, just over 24 hours after 
Shunghla’s family reported her 
missing, two search and rescue 
volunteers found her alive with 

only minor scrapes.
The Mashwani family — who 

came to the U.S. from Afghani-
stan two years ago — told search-
ers they like to spend time in the 
high backcountry because it re-
minds them of home.

The sheriff ’s office said Shun-
ghla proved “an extraordinarily 
resourceful and resilient 10-year-
old.”
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JoAnn Foster went from this JoAnn Foster went from this 
world to the arms her Lord and world to the arms her Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, on June 1, Savior, Jesus Christ, on June 1, 
2023 at the age of 88. She was 2023 at the age of 88. She was 
kind, loving, and generous, the kind, loving, and generous, the 
best mother and grandmother best mother and grandmother 
her family could have had. She her family could have had. She 
was very dearly loved. was very dearly loved. 

She was born December 9, She was born December 9, 
1934 in Winlock, Washington to 1934 in Winlock, Washington to 
her parents, Darwin “Hooney” her parents, Darwin “Hooney” 
and Estena Fletcher. She was and Estena Fletcher. She was 
delivered by Dr. Marsh, who delivered by Dr. Marsh, who 
delivered babies in a home delivered babies in a home 
on 1st Street. JoAnn was later on 1st Street. JoAnn was later 
joined by sisters Kay and joined by sisters Kay and 
Sharon. She was a joyous and Sharon. She was a joyous and 
loving child and that spirit never loving child and that spirit never 
left her. She spent her childhood left her. She spent her childhood 
days in a series of houses in the days in a series of houses in the 
town of Winlock and then in town of Winlock and then in 
the surrounding countryside in the surrounding countryside in 
her teenage years. She loved her teenage years. She loved 
large family gatherings on the large family gatherings on the 
Fletcher and Ward sides of her Fletcher and Ward sides of her 
family. family. 

In 1952 she married Paul In 1952 she married Paul 
Foster, the love of her life, and Foster, the love of her life, and 
they had sixty-seven wonderful they had sixty-seven wonderful 
years together before Paul’s years together before Paul’s 
death in 2020. Their slogan as a death in 2020. Their slogan as a 
couple was “Sweethearts Forever” couple was “Sweethearts Forever” 
and they set an example for their and they set an example for their 
family of loving commitment, family of loving commitment, 
respect and adoration. They respect and adoration. They 
build their home together on a build their home together on a 
foundation of faith in God and foundation of faith in God and 
trusted him for all things in life. trusted him for all things in life. 

They welcomed children Sherri, They welcomed children Sherri, 
Debbie, Melody, and Brett and Debbie, Melody, and Brett and 
were thrilled when, later in were thrilled when, later in 
life, grandchildren and great-life, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren were added to the grandchildren were added to the 
family. family. 

JoAnn was Paul’s helpmate JoAnn was Paul’s helpmate 
and support in years of logging and support in years of logging 
and farming and she cooked and farming and she cooked 
many a dinner for hay crews many a dinner for hay crews 
on hot summer days and sheep on hot summer days and sheep 
shearers who came to work shearers who came to work 
for the day. Her cooking was for the day. Her cooking was 
legendary and her family has legendary and her family has 
so many fond memories of her so many fond memories of her 
Sunday roast beef dinners, her Sunday roast beef dinners, her 
holiday meals and her camping holiday meals and her camping 
cast iron kettle fare. She was cast iron kettle fare. She was 
warm and gracious, always warm and gracious, always 
ready to make food for someone, ready to make food for someone, 
and invited all to her home with and invited all to her home with 
a welcoming smile and cheerful a welcoming smile and cheerful 
greeting. She was happy to have greeting. She was happy to have 
fifty or more people in her house fifty or more people in her house 
at Christmas as the family grew at Christmas as the family grew 
and those days were her greatest and those days were her greatest 
joy. joy. 

She will be greatly missed. She will be greatly missed. 
Her love for each of her family Her love for each of her family 
members was a guiding light members was a guiding light 
and warm comfort in this life. and warm comfort in this life. 

“Her children arise and call “Her children arise and call 
her blessed; her husband also, her blessed; her husband also, 
and he praises her: many women and he praises her: many women 
do noble things, but you surpass do noble things, but you surpass 
them all.” Proverbs 31: 28,29them all.” Proverbs 31: 28,29

JoAnn is survived by her four JoAnn is survived by her four 
children, Sherri (Tom) Kretz, children, Sherri (Tom) Kretz, 

Debbie (Ron) Zucati, Melody Debbie (Ron) Zucati, Melody 
(Sam) Zucati, and Brett (Dayla) (Sam) Zucati, and Brett (Dayla) 
Foster. She is additionally Foster. She is additionally 
survived by her grandchildren; survived by her grandchildren; 
Bryan Kretz, Daniel Kretz, Julia Bryan Kretz, Daniel Kretz, Julia 
Cambe, Anthony Zucati, Lauren Cambe, Anthony Zucati, Lauren 
Zucati, Reid Zucati, Zachary Zucati, Reid Zucati, Zachary 
Zucati, Andrew Zucati, Brittany Zucati, Andrew Zucati, Brittany 
Martin, Spencer Zucati, Jessica Martin, Spencer Zucati, Jessica 
Brock, Alexis Gage, Matthew Brock, Alexis Gage, Matthew 
Foster, Seth Foster, and 38 Foster, Seth Foster, and 38 
great-grandchildren. great-grandchildren. 

JoAnn was preceded in death JoAnn was preceded in death 
by her husband Paul, parents, by her husband Paul, parents, 
her sisters Kay Luhn and Sharon her sisters Kay Luhn and Sharon 
Backman, brothers-in-law Neil Backman, brothers-in-law Neil 
Luhn, Milford Backman and Luhn, Milford Backman and 
Kirk Foster and great-grandson Kirk Foster and great-grandson 
Nathan Zucati. Nathan Zucati. 

The family wishes to thank The family wishes to thank 
Silver Acres II in Centralia for Silver Acres II in Centralia for 
the excellent care Mom received the excellent care Mom received 
in her final months. Thank you in her final months. Thank you 
to caregivers Shelly, Tigera, to caregivers Shelly, Tigera, 
Christian, Tucker, Lauren, Christian, Tucker, Lauren, 
Michelle and Jahnel. The love, Michelle and Jahnel. The love, 
compassion, and kindness you compassion, and kindness you 
showed Mom was outstanding showed Mom was outstanding 
and very much appreciated.and very much appreciated.

There will be a private family There will be a private family 
graveside service. graveside service. 

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

JoAnn FosterJoAnn Foster
In Loving Memory OfIn Loving Memory Of

1934 ~ 20231934 ~ 2023

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

On Wednesday, May 24, 
Robert R. McInturff beloved 
husband, father and friend, 
passed away at the age of 
89 years.  Robert was born 
on March 28, 1934 in Walla 
Walla, WA.  After graduation 
from Walla Walla High school 
in 1952, Robert attended 
Washington State University.  
After leaving WSU, Robert 
served in the US Military 
from 1955 – 1957, serving 
in the intelligence service in 
Germany.  After completing 
his military service he met 
and married Karen B. Duus of 
Chilliwack, BC.  They married 
on November 24, 1960 and 
had been married 62 years.  
They raised two sons, David 
and Robert Jr.

Robert owned and operated 
Centralia General Agencies 
from 1966 through 1993.  His 
passion was for the outdoors 
and he was a member of the 
Washington Mountaineers.  
During his time with the 
Mountaineers, he summited 

all the major peaks in Oregon 
and Washington and holds 
the 6 peaks pin.  In later 
life, he continued to love 
hiking with friends, enjoying 
natural scenery and finding 
joy in the contemplation of 
nature.  Robert also enjoyed 
art, especially carving.  His 
carved artwork often reflected 
northwest native American 
themes.

Robert was known for his 
laugh and sense of humor and 
his compassion for others.  
Robert is survived by his 
wife, Karen, his two sons, 
David and Robert, and three 
grandchildren: Sophia, Wallace 
and Stuart.  In lieu of flowers 
or gifts, the family requests 
donations be directed to the 
Centralia Salvation Army.  A 
Celebration of Life service will 
be held at 11:00 am on July 1, 
2023 at the Borst Chapel in 
Borst Park.  In recognition of 
his military service, Robert 
will be interred at Willamette 
National Cemetery.

In Loving Memory OfIn Loving Memory Of

RobeRt McIntuRffRobeRt McIntuRff
1934  ~  20231934  ~  2023

code. I do not have evidence that 
he dishonestly represented his 
own opinions as the Port's of-
ficial position; made unauthor-
ized promises; obligated the Port 
to a course of action that was 
counter to official policy; caused 
an OPMA (Open Public Meet-
ings Act) violation; or made 
statements that were detrimen-
tal to the Port's litigation posi-
tion,” Attorney Kathleen Hag-
gard said in the report. 

Haggard went on to say Lah-
mann’s conduct could still cause 
problems even if it doesn’t vio-
late the port’s ethics code. 

“When he represents himself, 
or allows others to represent 
him, as a port commissioner at 
public appearances, this blurs 
lines, creates distrust and dis-
cord among the staff and other 
commissioners, and calls into 
question Lahmann's commit-
ment to the collaborative pro-
cess,” Haggard said. 

She believed this issue was 
problematic as Lahmann had 
failed to disclose appearances to 
the port in the past and because 

he disagreed with other com-
missioners on policy matters. 

Additionally, Haggard said 
in general there was tension 
and disruption within the port 
stemming not only from its own 
commissioners and employees, 
but outside sources as well. 

She brought up a Facebook 
group, Centralia Citizens for an 
Open and Honest Port, and how 
it is often critical of how the port 
conducts business while being 
supportive of Lahmann. 

The group, now a little over a 
year old, is at 768 members and 
frequently calls for more trans-
parency from the port in its 
business dealings, access to port 
documents and real estate list-
ings and more accessible public 
meetings using Zoom. Addi-
tionally, the group has raised 
concerns over port construction 
projects and budget issues.  

Haggard also noted that 
union leaders and community 
members routinely attend port 
meetings and vocally support 
Lahmann and call out “per-
ceived wrongdoing by the port.”

Haggard then recommended 
making six amendments to the 
port’s ethics code including: 

• A requirement to keep the 

port from incurring Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act liability by hav-
ing commissioners give the port 
commission and administration 
advanced notice of intent to at-
tend other public events and not 
attending those events if doing 
so would create a quorum. As 
the port only has three commis-
sioners, any time one is not pres-
ent, a quorum exists. 

• A requirement for port 
commissioners to state when 
they are giving their own opin-
ion and not speaking on behalf 
of the port. 

• A prohibition on promises 
not supported by official port 
policy. 

• The creation of “prescribed 
talking points for high-risk mat-
ters, such as ongoing litigation.”

• A requirement to maintain 
reasonable decorum and refrain 
from attacking staff.  

• The creation of formal com-
mittee and liaison assignments 
for commissioners who remain 
reasonably free to participate in 
non-port activities. 

Haggard recommended 
these changes to try to help the 
commissioners work better as 
a collaborative body. Haggard 
ended the report by saying “vol-

untary cooperation with the 
above-listed guidelines could be 
a good place to start.” 

In a statement released by 
Port of Centralia Commission-
er Kyle Markstrom, he sought 
to assure the community and 
stakeholders that allegations of 
ethics violations are taken seri-
ously and thoroughly investigat-
ed “to ensure the public’s trust in 
our operations.” 

He believes Lahmann’s ac-
tions still had the possibility of 
creating the appearance of im-
propriety and stated that public 
servants should ensure their ac-
tions are beyond reproach and 
uphold the highest ethical stan-
dards. 

“Moving forward, we will 
take the findings of the inves-
tigation seriously and work to-
wards strengthening our ethical 
framework,” Markstrom said in 
the statement. “The port com-
mission remains committed to 
promoting transparency, foster-
ing trust within the community 
and upholding the values that 
underpin our operations.” 

In a news release sent to The 
Chronicle, Port of Centralia Ex-
ecutive Director Kyle Heaton 
stated, “While the investigation 
concluded that there was not 
enough evidence to refer this 
matter further, Commissioner 
Lahmann’s actions were very 
close to, if not over, the line. Go-
ing forward, the port will con-
sider new ethics rules to ensure 
that no commissioner can use 
their position for their own per-
sonal advantage.” 

In Haggard’s report, though, 
she added that Lahmann “re-
ceives no bonus or additional 
compensation for connecting 
workers with apprenticeship op-
portunities” in his work with the 
WDVA apprenticeship program. 

Lahmann was contacted for 
comment but could not respond 
before press deadline due to 
other work constraints. His re-
sponse will be published by The 
Chronicle at a later date. 

Additionally, the WDVA 
opened up its own, separate 
investigation into Lahmann’s 
work as the WDVA apprentice-
ship program coordinator when 
the port launched its own. 

The Chronicle reached out to 
the WDVA for comment on its 
investigation but did not receive 
a response before press deadline. 

Port of Centralia Commis-
sioner Julie Shaffley was also 
contacted for comment but did 
not respond before press dead-
line. 

According to Markstrom, 
the total cost of the port’s third-
party investigation was $10,237. 

To read Markstrom’s full 
statement, Haggard & Ganson 
LLP’s investigation report and 
Graber’s memo which prompted 
the investigation, visit https://
portofcentralia.com/docu-
ments-center/newsletters/ and 
look in the “more information” 
box. 

To see the Facebook group 
Centralia Citizens for an 
Open and Honest Port, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/550601169565487. 

of them are labeled “KILLER 
TREE” with bright orange tape 
marked by a skull and cross-
bones.

Firefighting, especially in 
the jagged terrain of Cascadian 
forests, is both costly and dan-
gerous. The understory is thick. 
Right now, it’s also dry. Burnt 
trees create stump holes that can 
be several feet deep. Plus, the old 
growth trees that are Iron Creek 
Campground’s crown jewels, 
Suver said bluntly, “would not 
feel good if they fell on you.”

The same thing that makes 
people love camping in the 
Northwest forests is what makes 
its fires a challenge, he said. 

Several times, Mike McMil-
lan, a U.S. Forest Service public 
information officer on the fire, 
called the burning area “treach-
erous.”

Earlier in the week, a crew 
of expert tree fellers made their 
way through the campground 
to identify and topple as many 
of the “killers” as they could. A 
second evaluation by a hazard 
tree specialist on Friday will 
help the operations team outline 
their game plan going forward.

Currently, teams have set a 
perimeter around the fire with 
hoses and sprinklers. Within 

that perimeter, wherever they 
can’t safely reach could burn. 
Rain on Friday morning is likely 
to aid the work.

The Lewis County Fire Mar-
shal has imposed a burn ban, 
effective Friday. Despite the 
rainfall, a news release from the 
Forest Service stated, ground fu-
els remain dry, and “the public is 
urged to use extra caution with 
all potential sources of ignition.”

Community On Edge
Jeania Colman, 72, of Randle, 

has spent summers at campsite 
C55 all her life.

She and her 2-year-old cock-
er spaniel, Ruggins, love the hik-
ing trails and how, despite its 
popularity, the area stays peace-
ful, quiet and private.

“I love my Iron Creek. It’s tra-
dition. I camp all summer. But 
it’s OK. We’ll figure something 
else out,” Colman said. “We’ll 
get over there, I just don’t know 
when.”

She’s trying to be optimistic, 
but with Iron Creek and La Wis 
Wis closed, her top pick is North 
Fork Campground, which lacks 
the privacy and trail system she 
and Ruggins long for.

It’s been a challenging year 
for East Lewis County. The 
community is on edge. Group 
chats and Facebook posts are 
buzzing with questions on the 
Iron Creek Fire, and the crews 

are keenly aware.
Last summer, east county 

residents lived through the Goat 
Rocks Fire. Caused by lightning 
in early August 2022, the blaze 
swelled to more than 6,000 acres 
toward the end of summer less 
than two miles from neighbor-
hoods, prompting evacuations 
and a miserable early fall for 
Packwood under a blanket of 
smoke.

But Iron Creek is different, 
Suver said. He worked on the 
Goat Rocks Fire, and because 
it was naturally-caused, plans 
for management had flexibility. 
The “containment” percentage 
never mirrored the growth in 
acres.

Every decision is made with 
safety as a priority, and the cost-
benefit of utilizing resources 
next. 

Natural fires are just that, 
and agencies don’t always extin-
guish them. 

But the Iron Creek Fire origi-
nated in a campsite. Crews will 
work until the fire is 100% con-
tained.

When a reporter clarified  
the definition of “100% con-
tainment” by asking if a person 
could “go out and stick your fin-
gers in it?” Suver chuckled and 
said, “That’s what the guys do.”

Investigators are still work-
ing with witness statements and 
examination of the scene to de-

termine the exact cause. 
“We certainly don’t know if it 

was intentional, we don’t know if 
it was accidental, but it was hu-
man-caused because there was no 
lightning,” said McMillan, later 
adding, “The firefighters, typi-
cally, we focus on the fire. We al-
most don’t even care how it starts. 
We’re lucky to have work and we 
like our job. When we come to a 
fire, our job is to put it out.”

McMillan, who has a de-
gree in journalism, was once a 

“smoke jumper” who parachuted 
into hard-to-reach spots for fire-
fighting. 

With the thickness of the 
canopy in Western Washing-
ton’s forests, sometimes, that’s 
what it takes to get fire off the 
ground. Earlier this week, the 
Department of Natural Re-
sources provided air support at 
Iron Creek. But with the canopy 
preventing water from reaching 
the understory, McMillan said, 
continuing with the helicopters 
would be “pissing in the wind.”

On the first few days of the 
fire, it was climbing trees. Once 
it reached the top of one, McMil-
lan said, embers would essen-
tially “rain” down to the ground, 
creating a “mosaic” of fire. Now, 
with elimination of a lot of the 
fuel, there are very few flames as 
it continues to smolder.

Unlike the Goat Rocks Fire, 
the geography is in the firefight-

ers’ favor. Three natural barriers, 
crews are fairly sure, will keep it 
under control; the campground 
is surrounded by Iron Creek, the 
Cispus River and Forest Service 
roads 25 and 76.

During Goat Rocks, teams at 
various fires across the state and 
beyond were fighting over crews. 
After 110 were working on the 
fire earlier this week, Iron Creek 
will only need a couple dozen for 
the current work. 

“You don’t wanna be the guy 
that just sits on everything just 
in case you need it,” Suver said, 
later adding, “The complexity 
drives the number of resources, 
which tells you how big a team 
you need.”

The Cowlitz Valley Ranger 
District will be the final decision 
maker when it comes to opening 
the campground. Even once the 
fire is 100% out, though, there 
will be plenty of clean-up work.

“We just encourage people to 
go find other beautiful places. 
That's the unfortunate part of a 
wildfire like this that is human-
caused. It's more understand-
able when the lightning strikes. 
You know, you can't get too mad 
at that. But this one was —” Mc-
Millan said.

Suver chimed in, “It was pre-
ventable.”

For more informa-
tion, head to www.tinyurl.
com/2023IronCreekFire.

Port
Continued from the front page

Fire
Continued from the front page
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ROCHESTER LUMBER
CHECK OUT OUR PRICE FOR 3’ 29 GAUGE METAL ROOFING!  

WE ALSO STOCK A LARGE SELECTION OF POLE BUILDING SUPPLIES

Insulation • Vapor Barrier • Screws • Bolts
Sliding Door Hardware • 24’ Trusses

Blueprints • and of course all the lumber
SELLING POLE BARN KITS SINCE 1988

Check out our website: rochesterlumber.net
Open Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm Sat 7am-5pm Closed Sundays

3’ Painted 40 year Armor Tech
18 colors
3’ Painted 40 year Armor Tech
White, Green, Red, & Brown
8’, 10’ & 12’ in stock 

19523 Sargent Rd SW
Rochester, WA

360.273.5213
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$409/lf

$419/lf

531 Adams Ave., Morton  |  360.496.3601 MyArborHealth.org

Open Friday - Monday, 9am - 7pm
Rapid Care Clinic is located in the Morton Clinic building.

It’s Just What The Doctor Ordered!
Walk-in clinic. No appointment needed.

Walk-in Clinic. No Appointments.

When You Can’t Wait
for an Appointment
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WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU.
Specializing in Medicare Plans Since 2007

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENTS

PART D
DRUG PLANS

PART C MEDICARE 
ADVANTAGE

NEW TO MEDICARE?

360-496-8522* | CornerstoneReady.com

We Represent Multiple Insurance Companies. Call us for 
an Appointment Today – Our Service is at NO COST to You!

*This is an advertisement. You will be reaching a licensed insurance agent. 
Not affiliated with or endorsed by Medicare and/or Medicaid.
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• JUST TURNED 65?
• QUESTIONS ON YOUR MEDICARE PLAN?
• LOW INCOME? YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR EXTRA BENEFITS!

FDI-1916L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  

FDIC-insured Minimum deposit
APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 10/05/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up 
to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each 
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs 
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Julia J Gaul 
Financial Advisor

1111 Harrison Ave 
Centralia, WA 98531 
360-736-1042

4.05 $1000

1-year

We're more than just a great rate

FDI-1916L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  
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account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to 
availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs 
can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in 
market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Julia J Gaul 
Financial Advisor

1111 Harrison Ave 
Centralia, WA 98531 
360-736-1042

4.05 $1000

1-year

We're more than just a great rate
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Financial Advisor
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Compare Our CD Rates Bank-issued, 
FDIC-insured

Minimum
deposit 
$1000

Julia J Gaul
Financial Advisor | 360-736-1042
1111 Harrison Ave, Centralia, WA 98531

5.45% APY*

5.40% APY*

5.25% APY*

3-month

6-month

1-year

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/05/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal 
and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.
gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such 
that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance 
does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution 
of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by 
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In Focus: Ribbon-Cutting Event 
Held at Saddle Bum in Centralia

 Photos courtesy of Centralia-Chehalis Chamber of Commerce

By The Chronicle staff 

The Centralia-Chehalis 
Chamber of Commerce held a 
ribbon-cutting event at down-
town Centralia’s newest business, 
Saddle Bum Western Store, on 
Wednesday. 

The event came after the 
business held its soft opening 
on May 20. It’s located at 328 N. 
Tower Ave. in the lobby of the 
old Wilson Hotel. To start, it 

will be open from Wednesday 
through Saturday from 10:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Jeannie Gluck, a Lewis Coun-
ty resident for most of her life, 
told The Chronicle last month 
she wanted a store that offers 
western-style clothing along with 
cowboy hat cleaning. After Rock-
in R Hats in Centralia closed, she 
decided to open her own store. 

Her goal is to create a family-

oriented store with a laid-back 
atmosphere. 

“Your kids can play here and it 
will not be odd to see my grand-
son running amok because he’ll 
be there every day,” Jeannie 
Gluck said last month.

For more information, email 
shopsaddlebum@gmail.com. 
Follow the business on Facebook 
to stay up to date on products 
and events. 

In Focus: Ducklings 
Venture Out in Napavine 

Chronicle staffer Sarah Burdick captured these photos of ducklings leaving their 
nest in the Napavine area on Wednesday. To submit photos to The Chronicle for 
potential publication, send them to news@chronline.com. Be sure to include the 
name of the photographer, the location where the photo was captured and ad-
ditional information.



By Peter Talbot

The News Tribune

A felon posing as a "peace 
officer" Wednesday evening 
at American Lake — complete 
with a badge, handcuffs and gun 

— fired gunshots at two mili-
tary helicopters from Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, according to 
charging documents.

No injuries or damage to 
the aircraft have been reported, 
JBLM spokesperson Gary Dan-
gerfield told The News Tribune. 
Court records say Chinook 
helicopters carrying 31 ser-
vice members were conducting 
training exercises.

Andre Wright Jr., 45, was 
charged Thursday in Pierce 
County Superior Court with 
first-degree assault, second-

degree unlawful possession of a 
firearm and possession of a sto-
len firearm.

At arraignment Thursday 
afternoon, defense counsel re-
quested that Wright undergo a 
competency evaluation. Com-
missioner Craig Adams ordered 
the defendant held without bail 
pending its completion.

Court records show Wright 
has prior convictions for felony 
criminal mischief with a deadly 
weapon, failure to register as a 
sex offender and forgery. Prose-
cutors wrote in charging papers 
that Wright had felony charges 
dismissed in 2016 and 2019 due 
to competency issues. In each 
case, he was reportedly referred 
to Western State Hospital for 
civil commitment and later re-
leased.

Lakewood Police Depart-
ment officers responded just af-
ter 8 p.m. to a park on the lake's 
north shore, according to the 
declaration for determination of 
probable cause. Multiple callers 
had reported that a person shot 

twice at military helicopters. 
One caller stayed on the line 
with dispatchers to update them 
on the shooter's location.

Arriving officers saw a by-
stander pointing to the suspect 
described in 911 calls and ap-
proached him. Records state he 
was on the phone and wearing a 
multicolored shirt and sunglass-
es. Officers detained the man, 
identified as Wright, and frisked 
him for weapons.

The man had a concealed 
Glock handgun on his hip, two 
metal "security" badges and 
handcuffs in a holster, according 
to the probable cause document. 
The gun, which was loaded with 
14 rounds, was later confirmed 
stolen out of Tacoma. Police re-
ported that by the way he had 
his gear on his belt, Wright ap-
peared as if he was trying to por-
tray himself as "some sort of of-
ficial peace officer," records state.

Wright allegedly claimed to 
be a Lakewood police officer 
with its "special operations unit." 
Police reported he had a detailed 
story — he also claimed to be 
the "air commander" of a Pierce 

County Sheriff 's Department 
helicopter unit and a command-
er of an airborne military unit.

"He assured the officers that 
his 'personnel number' would be 
in the cockpit of the helicopters 
that were flying overhead," pros-
ecutors wrote in charging papers. 

"The defendant then said that he 
worked for the 'Department of 
Defense and Offense' and was 
involved with the Marine Corps 
and said that American Lake 
was a 'recently purchased Ma-
rine Corps artillery range.'"

Video shot by a bystander 
showed at least five Lakewood 
police patrol cars responded to 
American Lake Park's public 
boat launch. The park appeared 
busy. The video also showed the 
two helicopters flying low over 
the water and then departing.

The criminal investigation is 
ongoing, and prosecutors wrote 
in charging documents that ad-
ditional assault charges would be 
filed once the service members 
in the helicopters are identified. 
Dangerfield said JBLM's Crimi-
nal Investigation Division is 
working with Lakewood police.
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NOW HIRING - EXPERIENCED MEAT 
CUTTER. Salary depends on experience. 
Drop resume off at Fullers Shop N Kart.

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT - 
Riverside Fire Authority is seeking to employ an 
energetic and highly responsible individual for an 
Administrative Assistant position approximately 
3 days/ week.  The position performs accounts 

payable duties and a variety of daily clerical tasks requiring 
initiative, independent decision making and exemplary work 
performance.  Visit http://www.riversidefire.net/employment for the 
recruitment posting, application and classification description.

Looking for a new hire? 
Place your job listing here. Call 360-807-8203.

NOW HIRING
NOW HIRING

View online @ www.chronline.com/classifieds/job
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SIERRA PACIFIC FOUNDATION 
2023 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

The Sierra Pacific Foundation is awarding over $521,000 in scholarships to 169 students as 
they attend colleges, universities, and trade schools during the 2023-2024 school year.

“It is both an honor and a privilege for our family to continue to offer this ongoing support for 
these students,” said Carolyn Emmerson Dietz, Foundation President. “We remain committed 
to helping and to investing in tomorrow’s leaders and in the generations to come.”

The Sierra Pacific Foundation grants scholarships to qualified, dependent children of Sierra 
Pacific Industries’ employees. Recipients are eligible for the scholarship for four years, with 
some granted a fifth year based on their school and finalizing their undergraduate degree or 
trade school program.

The Sierra Pacific Foundation is the philanthropic organization founded by the Emmerson 
family in 1979. Over those years, it has donated over $9.3 million dollars in scholarships. In 
addition to scholarships, the Foundation contributes to youth activities and other organizations 
in the communities where Sierra Pacific Industries operates. In 2022, the Foundation 
contributed over $5 million to organizations in our local communities.

Growing Healthy Communities
Alyssa Paris Adrienne TibbsRiver GrewMiranda Allen

CH621705

By Orion Donovan-Smith

The Spokesman-Review

WASHINGTON — The na-
tion's capital woke up Thursday 
to the impact of catastrophic 
wildfires — perhaps in more 
ways than one — as smoke from 
nearly 10 million acres ablaze 
in Canada blanketed the East 
Coast.

The District of Columbia 
was under a "code purple" alert 
on the U.S. Air Quality Index 

— higher than code red, indi-
cating it had "very unhealthy" 
air — when the Senate Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources convened a well-timed 
hearing Thursday morning on 
the federal response to wild-
fires. Senators on the panel from 
Washington and Idaho said they 
hoped the eye-stinging haze 
would spur Congress to act on 
proposals aimed at addressing 
a problem that has at times been 
treated as too parochial to be a 
federal priority.

"I think America is waking 
up, at least on the East Coast, to 
this problem," said Sen. Maria 
Cantwell, D-Wash. "We cer-
tainly have known all about it 
on the West Coast for some time 
now, and I think that it is a time 
and opportunity for us to really 
break down the barriers that are 
prohibiting us from having a 
faster response."

Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho, 
echoed that sentiment, and 
called on his colleagues to pass 
several bills he has sponsored to 
accelerate prescribed burns and 
other forest management prac-
tices that have been shown to 
reduce the risk of extreme fires.

"For those of you who live 
on the East Coast, welcome to 
our air in the West," Risch said. 

"This is common. I don't remem-
ber a summer in Boise when we 
haven't had smoke."

The Washington Nationals 

postponed their game Thurs-
day, and the White House de-
layed a Pride Month celebra-
tion as smoke drifted across 
the Northeast. More than 100 
million Americans were under 
Air Quality Index alerts, accord-
ing to the White House, due to 
the smoke from one of Canada's 
worst wildfire seasons on record. 
More than 425 active wildfires 
had burned nearly 10 million 
acres in the United States' neigh-
bor to the north, 17 times the 
country's average over the past 
two decades.

The National Interagency 
Fire Center was sending more 
than 600 federal and state 
wildland firefighters and sup-
port personnel to help control 
the fires in Canada, the White 
House said. With the U.S. fire 
season just beginning, Cantwell 
showed the committee the lat-
est assessment from the Boise-

based agency, which projects 
that nearly all of Washington 
state will be facing "above nor-
mal" risk of wildfires by July.

While Democrats empha-
sized the role climate change 
plays in worsening fire seasons 
and Republicans stressed the 
need to ramp up timber projects 
and other forest management 
practices, the hearing highlight-
ed areas of bipartisan agreement. 
One proposal with support from 
both parties in the House and 
Senate would expand the "Good 
Neighbor Authority" program 
that lets states, tribes and coun-
ties remove trees and other fuels 
from federal land with the fed-
eral government's approval.

As they questioned witnesses 
from the Interior Department 
and U.S. Forest Service, Demo-
crats also called for Congress to 
fully fund President Joe Biden's 
budget request for those agen-

cies, which would give wild-
land firefighters a permanent 
pay hike and provide addi-
tional funding for their mental 
and physical health. It would 
also fund affordable housing 
for those workers and increase 
funding to the Forest Service 
and Interior Department.

Jeffrey Rupert, the director 
of the Interior Department's Of-
fice of Wildland Fire, told the 
senators hotter climates have 
dried out wood and other fu-
els, which his agency wants to 
remove more of through pre-
scribed burns, timber harvest-
ing and other methods.

"We go through these peri-
ods of extreme drought," Rupert 
said. "That absolutely is a huge 
part of driving these catastroph-
ic mega-fires that we're experi-
encing."

Cantwell urged federal agen-
cies to adopt communication 

technologies that could help 
speed their response to wild-
fires. She also advocated more 
prescribed burns, noting that 
opposition to setting small, con-
trolled fires to remove fuel can 
be counterproductive.

"People were like, 'Well, there 
will be some smoke,' " she said, 
describing opponents of the 
practice. "Well, because we're 
not doing prescribed burns, 
we're getting a whole lot of 
smoke, OK? So the point is, let's 
change our management system 
response so that we can reduce 
fire risk. This summer is telling 
us we need to do that now."

Risch, who earned a bach-
elor's degree in forestry from the 
University of Idaho, urged Con-
gress to change regulations that 
environmentalists have used to 
slow or block timber projects 
and noted that wildfires are a 
natural part of the landscape of 
the West.

"For years, we have focused 
on putting out fires," he said. 

"And by being successful at it, 
we've caused the problem that 
we've got."

In the House, Rep. Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers, R-Spokane, 
released a statement Thursday 
calling for Congress to act.

"The wildfire smoke blan-
keting the East Coast of the 
United States is an unfortunate 
reminder of what we have dealt 
with in Eastern Washington — 
every single summer — for de-
cades," she said. "With this issue 
getting more national attention, 
it is a call to work together on 
solutions like supporting pro-
active and collaborative forest 
management, which I've led on 
for years, to prevent catastrophic 
wildfires in the United States. 
Ensuring our forests are healthy 
is the key to keeping our com-
munities safe and helping shield 
everyone from the harms of 
poor air quality."

As Historic Smoke Blankets the East Coast, Northwest 
Leaders Hope Congress Will Wake Up to the Wildfire Threat

Isabel Vander Stoep /  isabel@chronline.com 

Smoke casts the sky in orange hues as the sun sets over Chehalis last month. The smoke was from fires burning in the Cana-
dian wilderness to the north.

JBLM Helicopters Shot at by Man Posing as 'Peace Officer,' Charges Say
‘‘He assured the 
officers that his 

‘personnel number’ 
would be in the cockpit 
of the helicopters that 
were flying overhead.’’ 

prosecutors
charging documents



By Owen Sexton

owen@chronline.com 

With the nationwide home-
lessness crisis showing no signs 
of ending, Friends Without 
Homes certified peer specialist 
Lisa Striedinger organized and 
held the second in a series of fo-
rums addressing the “myths and 
facts on homelessness” last Tues-
day at the Vernetta Smith Cheha-
lis Timberland Library.

Friends Without Homes is a 
nonprofit organization focused 
on providing outreach and re-
sources to those experiencing 
homelessness. 

Around 20 people were in 
attendance, including Chehalis 
Mayor Tony Ketchum and Cen-
tralia City Council member 
Elizabeth Cameron. Cameron 
currently heads up Centralia’s 
Homeless Task Force after for-
mer council member Leah 
Daarud, who proposed the task 
force’s creation last November, 
resigned in April. 

As for the current homeless-
ness crisis, there are a litany of 
causes according to Striedinger, 
ranging from the lack of afford-
able housing to inadequate drug 
or medical rehabilitation services. 

Having struggled with home-
lessness herself, Striedinger chose 
to study the issue and become a 
counselor to help others escape 
homelessness. In her opinion, 
one of the biggest causes of the 
increase in homelessness is the 
general apathy most people seem 
to have toward those experienc-
ing it.

One of the biggest myths 
Striedinger sees is that many 
believe those who are homeless 
remain homeless simply because 
they don’t want to get a job, when 
in reality, some can’t. 

“If you don’t have the docu-
mentation when you’re out on 
the street to get that identifica-
tion, then you don’t get identifi-
cation, you don’t get the job and 
you don’t get housing,” Strieding-
er said. 

She added many on the streets 
are employed but don’t make 
enough money to be able to afford 
housing that’s currently available 
due to the affordable housing cri-
sis, while simultaneously making 
too much money to qualify for 
housing assistance programs.

Kristina Sawyckyj, a rep-
resentative of King County’s 
Health Care for the Homeless 
governance council, spoke and 
shared her own experience be-
ing homeless. Sawyckyj was a 
U.S. Navy corpsman who was 
attached to a Marine Corps pla-
toon and injured during Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. She suffered 
a spinal cord injury, which ended 
her military career. 

“With my injuries, my broth-
er took care of me and then he 
went to Afghanistan. Within 
two weeks of returning from Af-
ghanistan, he committed suicide. 
I had been living with my broth-
er with my seven children at the 
time,” Sawyckyj said. 

She moved from Colorado 
Springs where her brother was 

stationed at the U.S. Army garri-
son in Fort Carson to the north-
west as the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA) told her the 
best spinal cord injury recovery 
program was in Seattle. 

“We were here and within two 
weeks the VA closed that pro-
gram in Seattle,” Sawyckyj said. 

She had sold most of what she 
owned just to move from Colora-
do and was left living in her van 
with her family. 

Living in a van was no easy 
challenge, especially while at-
tempting to receive treatment for 
a spinal cord injury, she said. Her 
children were eventually taken 
away by Child Protective Servic-
es. Her marriage also ended. 

Following those events, she 
fell back on alcoholism, but 
she met Striedinger and other 
friends who encouraged her to 
go back to school. Sawyckyj ob-
tained her nursing license and 
is now currently pursuing her 
master’s degree in public health 
at the University of Washington. 

“I became active in the com-
munity as a nurse, out on the 
street with people who are suf-
fering, who are struggling with 
addiction, who are struggling 
with medical and mental health 
conditions,” Sawyckyj said. 

Aside from substance abuse 
issues, many who Sawyckyj 
works with who are homeless 
right now face severe physical 
and mental health issues, includ-
ing diabetes, dementia, schizo-
phrenia, kidney failure and 
several clients who are fighting 
end-stage cancer. Each person 
she comes across has a different 
story. 

“The lady who I just love who 

maybe has, I would say less than a 
month left, who refuses to go into 
housing because she has seven 
animals, cats and dogs, that she’s 
in her camper with,” Sawyckyj 
said. “That’s how she wants to die, 
with her loved ones, which are 
her pets. She had to give up her 
housing to pay for chemotherapy 
because she wasn’t old enough to 
get Medicare.” 

She said the lack of affordable 
housing is the major issue fueling 
not only the homelessness crisis, 
but many mental health issues. 
While Sawyckyj did suffer from 
PTSD stemming from her time 
in the service, she said she didn’t 
face suicidal depression until her 
time living on the streets. 

“It’s always assumed that these 
individuals are struggling with 
severe addiction or severe mental 
health conditions. I always say, 
‘Well, whatever their severeness is, 
they need a place to live because 
they’re not going to get better out 
on the street,’” Sawyckyj said.  

Even those coming out of 
recovery programs Sawyckyj 
works with who are working full 

time and going to school can’t 
find housing. Housing for those 
with disabilities is even harder to 
come by. 

Another homeless veteran 
Sawyckyj works with is living 
with disabilities while having 
a felony on his record from 30 
years ago for stealing a car. De-
spite serving his time and trying 
to work as a diesel mechanic and 
truck driver with a bad back, he’s 
still living on the streets. 

“Upstanding citizen, great Re-
publican, awesome person, I love 
him to death. But I can’t find 
housing for him,” Sawyckyj said. 

The forum’s final speaker 
was “Big” Steve Nelson, who after 
spending the majority of his life on 
the streets has now been housed 
for nearly a year. While he was 
homeless, Nelson helped build 
the Quixote Village in Olympia, a 
community of tiny homes. 

He echoed many of Strieding-
er’s comments on the general 
population’s apathy toward those 
experiencing homelessness. 

“I’ve spent almost my entire 
life in the homeless crap because 

everybody turns their heads,” 
Nelson said. 

Suffering from addiction 
himself, the apathy didn’t help 
as all he had to turn to then were 
his drug dealers. Despite people 
ignoring his plight, he refused 
to give up, a sentiment he says 
is shared by many still currently 
experiencing homelessness. 

“Not all homeless people are 
bad. There are some that sit 
there and fight every single day. I 
fought every day and I’m an ex-
drug addict and alcoholic,” Nel-
son said.  

With Striedinger’s help, he 
was finally able to overcome his 
addictions and has now been liv-
ing in an apartment complex in 
Olympia for almost a year.

Striedinger intends to hold 
more forums at other Timber-
land libraries in Lewis County, 
though the next one hasn’t been 
scheduled yet. 

For more information, call 
Friends Without Homes at 360-
386-5915 or visit the nonprofit’s 
Facebook page, https://www.
facebook.com/worthsavin/.  
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Experiences With Homelessness Shared as Friends Without 
Homes Hosts its Second ‘Myths and Facts’ Forum in Chehalis

Owen Sexton /  owen@chronline.com

Friends Without Homes certified peer specialist Lisa Striedinger talks to attendees of the "myths and facts on homelessness" forum on Tuesday at the Vernetta Smith 
Chehalis Timberland Library.
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Centralia, Chehalis & Surrounding Areas

www.torodumpsters.com
Call Us (360) 807-5006

Attics, Basements, Couches, Appliances, BBQ’s, 
Furniture, Almost Anything*, No Job Too Small

*Sorry, we can’t take toxic waste or ex-spouses!!
*We CAN take children who won’t eat vegetables…

By Rolf Boone

The Olympian 

The latest idea for a little-
used branch in northwest Grays 
Harbor County is to move it to 
Lewis County.

That was the topic of discus-
sion that kicked off this week's 
facilities committee meeting, 
which included Timberland 
Executive Director Cheryl Hey-
wood recommending that the 
Amanda Park branch be moved 
to the town of Randle in Lewis 
County.

"Our recommendation is 
for you to consider moving 
that building," she said, adding 
that alternative library services 
would then be offered in the 
area.

Mobile library services are 

already planned for the area, or 
what Timberland calls its "any-
where library services," plus li-
brary patrons would be offered 
services by mail, said Deputy 
Director Kendra Jones during 
the Tuesday meeting.

Pacific County Trustee Toni 
Gwin asked a key question: 
What does it cost to move a 
building?

Operations Director Brenda 
Lane estimated that cost at be-
tween $200,000 and $250,000.

Surprisingly, Timberland is 
not a stranger to moving build-
ings. The Hoodsport, Mason 
County, branch was created by 
using the old North Mason li-
brary in Belfair, which was then 
moved by barge to Hoodsport in 
1996, according to Timberland 

information.
Similar to Hoodsport, the 

Amanda Park branch would be 
cut into pieces and then reas-
sembled in Lewis County, Lane 
said.

Another reason for moving 
the Amanda Park branch is that 
Timberland has plans to build a 
new, 2,800-square-foot branch 
in Randle at a cost of about $1.8 
million. But instead of build-
ing new, the branch could be 
relocated and expanded, she 
said. The cost of the move, the 
architects and the additional site 
work would cost about $1.2 mil-
lion, she said.

Randle is already home to a 
Timberland library branch, but 
it's in leased space, according to 
library information.

Trustee Gwin also inquired 
about community input as part 
of the relocation process. Hey-
wood said Timberland has pre-
viously held zoom meetings 
with the community of Amanda 

Park that were well attended.
"I think this needs to be in 

person," Gwin said.
Thurston County Trustee 

Mary Beth Harrington agreed.
"People need to feel like they 

are at least heard," she said.
Deputy Director Jones 

warned the trustees that an in-
person meeting may be nothing 
more than hearing from those 
who don't want the branch to 
move.

"We may not get a whole lot 
of groundbreaking information," 
she said.

Still, both Gwin and Har-
rington said that meeting needs 
to happen.

As for when the branch 
might move is still to be deter-
mined, although Lane stressed 
the need for urgency, saying 
Timberland has to decide soon 
on whether to build in Lewis 
County or move the Amanda 
Park branch.

She said a decision may need 
to happen as early as July.

Timberland Regional Library Staff Recommend 
Moving Amanda Park Library Branch to Randle

‘‘We may not get 
a whole lot of 

groundbreaking 
information.’’ 

Kendra Jones
library deputy director on value of         

potential in-person meeting

Neo-Nazi Flyers Appear 
in Grays Harbor County
By The Daily World

Many central Grays Harbor 
residents — including The Daily 
World — woke up Tuesday morn-
ing with something left on cars 
and lawns even less welcome than 
animal droppings — flyers from 
a white supremacist organization.

The police’s response is sim-
ple: “Just throw it away,” said 
Cmdr. Steve Timmons of the 
Aberdeen Police Department.

The flyers, distributed in 
sandwich bags of rice, possibly 
to keep them from blowing away, 
were seen in Aberdeen, Cos-
mopolis and Hoquiam, accord-
ing to the police departments. 
The Aryan Freedom Network, a 
Texas-based neo-Nazi group, is 
identified on the flyers.

“I don’t think this is anybody 
local, personally,” said Chief 
Heath Layman of the Cosmopo-
lis Police Department in an in-
terview. “I think someone from 
out of town made a trip in and 
spread their hate.”

Messages on the flyers var-
ied, from anti-immigrant to 
anti-LGBTQ to anti-minority, 
all with a link to a misspelling-
laden white supremacist website. 
Layman said that investigating 
the website did not turn up any 
obvious reason the flyers had 
appeared in Grays Harbor.

“We as an office looked and 
saw zero correlation to the Har-
bor,” Layman said.

The phenomenon is a first, 
officers from all three depart-
ments agreed.

“This is new to us,” said Lt. 
Brian Dayton of the Hoquiam 
Police Department in a phone 
interview. “I’ve been here 24 
years on the first and this is the 
first time I’ve come across them.”

The flyers appeared late 
Monday or early Tuesday, Tim-
mons said, first spotted by offi-
cers coming on shift early Tues-
day morning.

“Early morning, a couple pa-
trol officers saw throughout the 
town, on sidewalks and porches, 
and they scooped ‘em up,” Tim-
mons said. “They were proactive 
and threw them away.”

Layman speculated that 
houses displaying decorations 
for Pride Month may have re-
ceived extra attention from the 
nocturnal flyer-posters.

“We had one reported. I heard 
a rumor there was more,” Lay-
man said. “They know what steps 
to follow to not violate constitu-
tional law and city ordinances.”

While the flyer-posting this 
week is not illegal, no matter 
how loathsome the content of 
the flyers, police say they’d like 
a chat with those involved in 
littering their odious message 
about the area.

“We’d like to have some more 
information,” Dayton said. “If 
it’s someone local, we can have a 
conversation with them and see 
what their agenda is.”

Anyone who might have 
camera footage that could iden-
tify those responsible for strew-
ing the flyers about the region is 
asked to contact their local po-
lice departments.
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By Emily Fitzgerald 

emily@chronline.com 

Bail was set at $50,000 on 
Thursday for a Centralia man 
accused of sexually assaulting a 
girl under the age of 15 repeat-
edly between August 2019 and 
August 2021. 

The abuse was reported to the 
Lewis County Sheriff ’s Office in 
October 2022. The sheriff ’s of-
fice conducted an investigation 
and referred charges against the 
suspect, Robert Daniel Vaughan 
Jr., 32, to the Lewis County Pros-
ecutor’s Office. 

When questioned, Vaughn 
allegedly admitted “some inap-
propriate things occurred be-
tween him and (the victim)” and 

“admitted there were videos and 
that their messages had ‘gotten 

weird,’” but he denied sexually 
assaulting the victim, according 
to court documents. 

He did allegedly admit to 
some of the sexually abusive ac-

tions described by the victim in 
her reports and he reportedly 
claimed the victim “‘tried’ to 
give him oral sex,” according to 
court documents. 

Vaughan was arrested and 
booked into the Lewis County 
Jail on June 7 and prosecutors 
filed seven rape of a child and 
child molestation charges against 
Vaughan in Lewis County Supe-
rior Court on June 8. 

“These are serious allegations,” 
Deputy Prosecutor Scott Jackson 
said of Vaughan’s case on Thurs-
day. 

Jackson asked Judge J. An-
drew Toynbee to set Vaughan’s 
bail at $100,000 due to concerns 
for community safety risk and 
concerns about the allegation 
other minor children were pres-
ent for the alleged abuse of the 
victim. 

Defense attorney Rachael Til-
ler, however, asked Toynbee to 
set Vaughan’s bail no higher than 
$25,000 due to Vaughan’s lack of 

criminal history, his strong ties 
to the community, family sup-
port and his financial status. 

Toynbee opted to set bail 
between the two requests, at 
$50,0000. 

He additionally approved 
Jackson’s requests for a no-con-
tact order protecting the victim 
and conditions of release prohib-
iting Vaughan from having any 
contact with minors or going 
anywhere minors are known to 
congregate. 

Toynbee did allow Vaughan 
to maintain contact with his own 
biological children if he is re-
leased, “but only under eyes-on 
supervision,” he said, clarifying 
that another adult must be pres-
ent at all times. 

Arraignment is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 15. 

Centralia Man Charged for Alleged Sexual Assault of Girl 

Robert Daniel Vaughan Jr., 32, makes an appearance in Lewis County Superior 
Court on Thursday. 

By The Chronicle staff

The Lewis County fire mar-
shal on Thursday announced 
restrictions on outdoor burn-
ing for unincorporated property. 
The new restrictions took effect 
Friday. 

Lewis County is experiencing 
unseasonably dry conditions and 
an unusual amount of runaway 
burn piles, according to a news 
release from the county.

“After careful review of the 
current and extended weather 
forecast, the Lewis County com-
missioners, community develop-
ment director and fire marshal 
have determined that current 

weather conditions within Lewis 
County have created substantial 
fire danger,” Lewis County Fire 
Marshal Doyle Sanford stated in 
the release. 

Recreational campfires in 

designated campgrounds and on 
private lands are still allowed if:

• The campfire is no greater 
than 3 feet in diameter inside a 
ring constructed of metal, stone 
or brick 8 inches above the sur-

face.
• The campfire has an area 

at least 10 feet around it cleared 
of all flammable materials and 
at least 20 feet of clearance from 
overhead flammable materials or 
fuels.

• The campfire is attended at 
all times by a responsible person 
with the ability to extinguish the 
fire with a shovel and a 5-gallon 
bucket of water or garden hose.

If building a campfire, the 
fire marshal stated it’s important 
to completely extinguish the fire 
by pouring water or moist soil in 
them and stirring with a shovel 
until all parts are cool to the 

touch.
The burning restriction ap-

plies to applicants with a current 
open burning permits, which ex-
pired at midnight Friday. 

The burn ban will be in place 
until the conditions improve. All 
land clearing, residential and 
silvicultural burning will be re-
stricted until further notice.

For further information con-
cerning outdoor burning and the 
restrictions, contact the Lewis 
County fire marshal at his office 
inside the Lewis County Pub-
lic Services building at 2025 NE 
Kresky Ave. in Chehalis or by 
phone at 360-740-2696.

Lewis County Enacts Burn Restrictions Amid Dry Spell, Fire Risk
“After careful review of the current and extended 

weather forecast ... (it was) determined that 
current weather conditions within Lewis County 

have created substantial fire danger.” 

Doyle Sanford
fire marshal
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APOSTOLIC
The Apostolic Faith Church 
196 NW Cascade Ave., Chehalis, Rev. Tim 
DeBusk, Pastor. Sun. School 9:30, Service 
11:00, Evening Service 6 pm, Midweek 
Service Wed. 7:00 pm. 360-748-4811.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Napavine Assembly of God 
Pastor Jimmy Smith 
411 2nd Ave NE, Napavine WA. 
360-262-0285. Sunday Services, Sunday 
School: 9:30am, Morning Worship: 10:30 am. 
Evening Service: 6pm. Wednesday: Bible 
Study: 7pm. Royal Rangers & Missionettes

Vader Assembly of God 
302 6th St., Vader. Pastor: Tracy Durham. 
Services: Sundays 11:00 am & 6 pm., 
Wednesdays 7 pm. 360-295-3756

Winlock Assembly of God 
706 SE First St. Winlock, WA, 360-785-3011, 
Sunday School 9:30am, Sunday Services 
10:30am and 6pm, Wednesday mid-week 
service 6:00pm, Pastor Jared Hunt.

BAHA’I FAITH
Local Baha’i devotional meetings and 
informational study groups are being held 
on zoom and also in person as we are able. 

Further information is available 
by calling 505-615-3075 or on 
our website: bahai.org.

“Lift up your hearts above the 
present and look with eyes of 

faith into the future! Today the seed is sown, 
the grain falls upon the earth, but behold the 
day will come when it shall rise a glorious 
tree and the branches thereof shall be laden 
with fruit. Rejoice and be glad that this day 
has dawned, try to realize its power, for it 
is indeed wonderful! God has crowned you 
with honour and in your hearts has He set 
a radiant star; verily the light thereof shall 
brighten the whole world!”  
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks  
Call number in this post for details. 
Bahaiblog.net

BAPTIST
Dayspring Baptist Church 
2088 Jackson Hwy 
Chehalis, WA  98532 
(360) 748-3401 
Pastor Chris Kruger 
Dayspringbaptist316@outlook.com 
www.dayspringbaptistchehalis.org 
www.facebook.com/
dayspringbaptistchurch.106

Sunday Services: 
Adult and Children’s Sunday School: 
9:00  am 
Worship Service: 10:30am 
Family Night Dinner and Worship: Wednesday 
5:30-7:00pm

Dryad Community Baptist Church 
112 Olive Street, Dryad, Wa.,Bible Study for 
all ages: 10:00 am. Morning Worship: 11:00 
am. Adult Discipleship 6:00 pm.  
360-245-3383 or 509-230-6393

CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST
Mountain View Baptist Church 
1201 Belmont, Centralia. (1 block west of I-5 
interchange on Harrison, right on Belmont) 
360-736-1139. Pastor Josh Holland. Sunday 
School (all ages) 9:45 a.m. Sunday Services: 
8:30 & 11 a.m., Youth Group at  
5 pm. AWANA, Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. 
(Sept-May). passion4christ.or

Christian Fellowship of Winlock  
630 Cemetery Rd, Winlock (360)785-4280. 
Pastor Terry Sundberg. Sunday Worship & 
Children’s Church at 10:30 a.m.  
Various Bible Studies throug.hout the week.  
AWANA Thursdays at 6:00 p.m. (Oct-Apr).  
www.cfwinlock.org

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
Centralia Bible Baptist Church 
1511 S. Gold Street 
360-669-0113 
www.centraliabbc.org 
Pastor, Andrew Fix 
Sunday: 10:00 am & 5:30 pm 
Wednesday: 6:00 pm

Napavine Baptist Church 
Sunday 10 & 11 am, Wednesday 7 pm 
www.NapavineBaptist.com

CALVARY CHAPEL
Calvary Chapel Centralia 
2308 North Pearl Street 
Centralia, WA 98531 
(360) 827-3291 
Service times: 
Sundays @ 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Thursdays @ 7 p.m.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ 
Scientist, 89 NE Park St., Chehalis, Sunday 
School & Service 10:30 am, Wed. Service 
7:00 pm. Nursery provided. Reading room 
hrs., Tues. & Thurs. 11am - 1pm (Except 
holidays).

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Centralia, 502 E Plum St. Welcome! We 
look forward to worshiping with you. Sunday 
Bible Study at 9:30 am, Worship at 10:30am. 
Wednesday Bible Study at 6:30pm. Thursday 
Ladies Class at 11:00am. 360-736-9798.

Toledo, 300 St. Helens St., Toledo, 
Welcomes You! 10 am Sun. Bible Study, 
11 am Worship. 6 pm Sun. Worship, 6 pm 
Wed. Bible Study, 11 am Tues. Adult Bible 
Class. (bag lunch at 12 noon) Evangelist John 
Gadberry, 360-274-8570

COMMUNITY CHURCH

Centralia Community Church 
A community with people just like you! 
Sunday Service is at 10:00 am, with Nursery 
care provided.  
Pastor Devin Burton, 3320 Borst Ave.  
(across from Centralia High School)  
360-736-7606 www.cccog.com.

Cooks Hill Community Church 
2400 Cooks Hill Road, Centralia, 
Pastor Emily Faley 
Sunday Mornings:  
Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. in  
Ministry Center Only  
(Sign language available),  
10:00 a.m. Youth & Children’s Ministry  
(Classes available birth – 5th grade).  
Call the church for more Information at  
(360) 736-6133 or check out our website at  
http://www.cookshillcc.org

EVANGELICAL CHURCH
Central Bible Evangelical Free Church 
2333 Sandra Ave  
Centralia WA 98531

Pastor: Randy Sortino 
Phone: 360-736-2061

Sunday School: 9:15 am 
Morning Worship: 10:00am 
Sunday Night Service: 6:00pm 
Tuesday Night Venture Club: 5:00pm 
Wednesday Night Bible Study: 6:00pm 
Friday Night Biblical Foundations Class: 
6:00pm 
Saturday Men’s Fellowship Breakfast: 7:00am

EPISCOPAL
St. Timothy Episcopal Church 
“Walking in the Way of Love” 
Sunday worship at 10:00 a.m.  
on-site and by Zoom 
(Contact us for Zoom information) 
The Rev. Kay Flores 
1826 S.W. Snively Avenue, Chehalis 
360-748-8232 
StTimothyChehalis@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/sttimothychehalis

INDEPENDENT
Faith Temple Word of Life 
519 W. Cherry In Centralia. If you need a 
miracle, come. Pastor Larry Radach, 
748-7916. Sunday School 10:15 am, morning 
worship, 11:00 am, Sunday evening 6:00 
pm. Wednesday Bible study 7:00 pm. Old-
fashioned preaching & prayer for the sick. 
Everyone welcome. 330-2667 or 748-7916

Centralia Christian Church 
Sunday Morning Worship at  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
(9:00 am service has classes for  
Nursery–5th grade. 10:30 am  
service has Nursery only.) 
Wednesday Evening Youth Group for  
Middle School & High School at 6:30 pm 
Lead Pastor: Brad Brenner 
1215 W Main St. 
360-736-7655 
centraliachristian.org 

LUTHERAN
Immanuel Lutheran Church ELCA 
1209 N. Scheuber Road, Centralia. 
Pastor, Peter Mohr, 360-736-9270, 
Sunday Worship 10am 
Online services can be found at  
GodWithUs.Today. For more information: 
www.ilccentralia.org  
or email admin@ilccentralia.org

St. John’s Lutheran Church-ELCA 
2190 Jackson Highway, Chehalis. 
Worship Service is 9:30 am  
Pastor Jim Odden.  
Office hours Monday - Thursday,  
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
Phone: 360-748-4741. 
https://www.stjohnschehalis.net/ 
Also we have a Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnschehalis

St. Marks Lutheran Church-LCMC 
10000 Hwy. 12 Rochester, WA 
Pastor: Lauren Macan-Wightman 
Sunday Worship 10:00 am 
facebook.com/
StMarksLutheranChurchRochesterWA/

MESSIANIC
Chesed v’ Shalom Ministries 
Meets Saturday mornings 
at Immanuel Lutheran 
1209 N Scheuber in Centralia 
Shabbat Service 11:00 am 
Rabbi James Pace 
Phone: 360-736-1601 
www.cvsm.us

METHODIST
Centralia United Methodist Church 
506 S. Washington. Pastor Vangie Rand 
In-person worship 10:00 a.m.  
Please wear a mask. 
Online worship on our Facebook page 
All are welcome. 360-736-7311. 

Winlock United Methodist Church 
107 SW Benton Ave., Winlock, WA. Pastor 
Tara Roberts. Worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Children Church is available during worship. 
Childcare available during the church 
service. Fellowship follows at 11 a.m. All are 
welcome. 360-785-4241

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Life Center 
Sunday Gathering at 10:30am.  
201 N. Rock Street | Centralia   
hello@yourlifecenter.com  
We exist to live like Jesus 
and share his love.  
Join us for service any 
Sunday in person or online 
at yourlifecenter.com

Cornerstone Fellowship 
Independent Fellowship of Believers 
277 Brown Rd. East Chehalis,   
Pastor Jim Blankenship,   
10:00 a.m. coffee and cookies fellowship,   
10:30 a.m. service,   
Sunday/Wednesday evening service   
at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESBYTERIAN
Toledo Presbyterian Church  
Come Worship, All are Welcome!!!  
312 Augustus St, Toledo, WA

Mission Statement:  
“We are called by God to offer  
Hope and New Life through  
Jesus Christ and to serve our  
Community as a visible   
Expression of God’s Love”

Sunday School at 9:15 AM  
Sunday Service: 10:30 AM:  
In-person and Facebook Live  
Nursery and childcare available

Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study 9:00 AM  
Women’s Bible Study 11:00 AM

Prayer Requests: TPCPray4Me@gmail.com 
Tony Reynolds, Pastor  
pastor_tpc@icloud.com  
(360)864-2479

Westminster  Presbyterian Church
Pastor Robin Crawford  
349 North Market 
Boulevard  
Chehalis, WA 98532

Worship Sunday 10:00 am  
In-person and live online

Mission Statement:  
Loving and Serving God and All People  
Nursery and Childcare available,  
Worship Listening enhancement, 
After Worship Social Time,  
Men’s coffee and Bible Study   
Wed. 7:30 - 9:00 am  
Women’s Bible Study –   
call for time and location.

Praise Songs, Chancel Choir, and 
Westminster Bells
For more details – ChehalisWPC.org  
or call 360-748-0091  
Office: 128 NW Prindle St  
Mon – Thurs 9 am to 3 pm

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Seventh Day Adventist, Chehalis  
120 Chilvers Rd  
(2 miles west on  Hwy. 6 at Exit 77)  
360-748-4330 
Pastor - Matt Parra  
Associate Pastor - Enrique Vado  
Service on Saturdays, Sabbath School  
9:30 am, Worship Service 11:00 am 

UNITY
Center for Positive Living 
A spiritual community open 
to seekers and believers 
on all paths to God.   
Sunday Service 10:00 am   
800 S. Pearl, Centralia.   
360-330-5259. unityofcentralia.net.   
Event space available.

Praise & Worship
Guide

Would you like to 
advertise your worship 

services here? 
Please call  

360-736-3311  
for more information

News in Brief
Lewis County PUD 
Provides Wood Chips to 
Local Farm That Serves 
the Community
By The Chronicle staff

The Lewis County Public 
Utility District (PUD) recently 
teamed up with a Glenoma farm 
by recycling wood chips to help 
serve the community, according 
to a news release.

Mark and Noël Bates of 
Rainy Glen Farms and Bates 
Family Foods serve the entire 
east Lewis County area with 
farm fresh vegetables and whole-
some, nutritious foods. They 
also give back to their commu-
nity, according to the county. In 
2022, the farm donated 2,000 
pounds of fresh produce to the 
Randle Food Bank.

“The PUD serves the com-
munity through delivery of safe, 
reliable, at-cost electricity, which 
means a significant amount of 
work keeping the power lines 
free of vegetation growth and 
other environmental hazards,” 
PUD stated in the release. “The 
PUD’s tree trimming crew’s 
work is never-ending, but one 

crew, led by Kodie Baker, found 
an opportunity to add addition-
al value to the community by 
providing the Bates with a half 
dozen wood chip drops derived 
from vegetation management 
work along the highway and 
other nearby roads.”

Mark Bates thanked Lewis 
County PUD for its assistance.

“When we explained our 
needs to Kodie and his crew, 
bam, it happened. Chips ap-
peared! This is a perfect exam-
ple of an ideal customer-service 
based model of public and pri-
vate partnership,” Mark Bates 
said in the release.

The Bates family said they 
learned about the functionality 
of wood chips for water conser-
vation and their ability to reduce 
noxious weeds as mulch on their 
farm fields and orchards at a 
small farm symposium last year 
run provided by a Washington 
State Noxious Weed Control 
Board expert.

According to the Bates, they 
can now grow more food be-
cause of the wood chips the 
PUD provided.

“It’s stories like these that 
make me proud to be a com-
missioner for such a great orga-
nization that always embodies 

being there for the community 
and being at your service,” said 
PUD Commissioner and Board 
President Ed Rothlin. “This is 
just another example of how our 
crews’ hard work benefits every-
one they work with.”

The Bates said they look 
forward to working even more 
closely with the PUD in the fu-
ture.

Sierra Pacific Donates 
$2,000 to Twin City 
Youth Football League
By The Chronicle staff

The Twin City Youth Foot-
ball League on Thursday an-
nounced a donation received 
from the Sierra Pacific Founda-
tion in the amount of $2,000.

“With this donation Twin 
City Youth Football was able 
to purchase new equipment for 
use in the 2023 football season,” 
League President Logan Ferrier 
stated in a news release. “Sierra 
Pacific Foundation has gen-
erously supported Twin City 
Youth Football for many years 
and is a great asset to our com-
munity.”

Registration is now open for 

the 2023 season for cheerleading, 
tackle football and flag football.

For more information, visit 
www.twincitiesyouthfootball.
com

Twin City Youth Football is a 
nonprofit organization that has 
served the youth of Centralia, 
Chehalis and surrounding areas 
for over 50 years. 

The league offers an oppor-
tunity for kids to learn and play 
the game of football, or partici-
pate in cheerleading, with a fo-
cus on skills building, safety and 
sportsmanship.

Elderly Man Saved by 
Boaters in Cowlitz River
By The Daily News

An older man was rescued 
by two strangers Wednesday 
morning after falling into the 
Cowlitz River while fishing near 
Lion’s Pride Park.

Officers were dispatched 
around 10:30 a.m. to the 1300 
block of Huntington Avenue 
South to learn a man had tum-
bled down the bank while fish-
ing, according to the Castle 
Rock Police Facebook page. 

Police say the man was par-

tially submerged and, due to 
pre-existing medical conditions 
and the terrain, was unable to 
climb out of the river.

Two men on a boat pulled 
the elderly man out of the water 
and onto their ship. After they 
reached the beach, the victim 
was met by first responders.

The man didn’t suffer from 
any major injuries but did have a 
mild case of hypothermia. After 
being evaluated, he was released 
to his friend, police say.

Friends of the Winlock 
Timberland Library to 
Hold Book Sale 
By The Chronicle staff 

The Friends of the Winlock 
Timberland Library will hold a 
used book sale from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Friday, June 16, at 300 NE 
First St. in Winlock.

All sales at the event, which 
is being held on the eve of the 
Egg Day festival, are by donation 
only. 

The nonprofit cannot pro-
vide change at the event. 

Proceeds support the pro-
grams and services of the Win-
lock Timberland Library.
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By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

An abandoned residence and 
an attached outbuilding in the 
1200 block of Centralia Avenue 
were destroyed in a fire Wednes-
day evening. 

The house was unoccupied at 
the time of the incident and no 
injuries were reported. 

Crews with the Riverside 
Fire Authority, the Chehalis Fire 
Department, Lewis County Fire 
District 6 and the West Thurston 
Regional Fire Authority were 

dispatched to the blaze at 6:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, June 7.

Firefighters remained at the 
scene fighting the flames until 
10:55 p.m. that evening.

A commercial building south 
of the burning residence sus-
tained some minor heat damage, 
according to Riverside Assistant 
Chief Kevin Anderson, but “the 
fire was prevented from extend-
ing into that building,” he said. 

The cause of the fire was still 
under investigation as of Thurs-
day morning. 

Abandoned House and 
Outbuilding Destroyed 
in Wednesday Night 
Fire in Centralia

This photo comes courtesy of former Lewis County Sheriff's Office pilot Dave 
Neiser and pilot-in-training Riggs Westlund, who were flying over Chehalis this 
afternoon when they saw the smoke from the Kresky area. They flew closer and 
snapped this photo of the structure on fire. 

Andrew Boggess /  For The Chronicle

The Riverside Fire Authority and other surrounding fire districts respond to a house fire on the corner of Centralia Avenue 
and Grove Street in Centralia, Wednesday evening, June 7. 

Andrew Boggess /  For The Chronicle
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Elam’s Home Furnishings
and Mattress Gallery

10% off all marked items

1530 S Gold St, Centralia
360-807-1211 | ElamsHF.com

1413 Commerce Ave, Longview

YOU DON’T 
WANT TO
MISS THIS

SALE!
HUGE 
INVENTORY OF  

CLEARANCE ITEMS

FIND MORE DEALS AT OUR

ORANGE TAG 
EVENT!
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By The Chronicle staff
Less than a week after get-

ting shut out against an upstart 
Ocosta team in the 2B District 4 
title game, and a year after fall-
ing in the 2B state title game in 
2022, the Adna softball team got 
its redemption when it mattered 
most at the 2B state tournament 
in Yakima in 2023. 

Led by All-Area MVP Kar-
lee VonMoos, who was also an 
all-area selection in both soccer 
and basketball this season, and 
a Central 2B League MVP in 
each sport, the Pirates defeated 
Ocosta in the state semifinals — 
with VonMoos going 3 for 4 with 
a double and a triple — and then 
smacked Forks in the state title 
game to return to the 2B softball 
mountaintop. 

Though VonMoos made state 
in each sport she played this 
school year, she hadn’t ended 
a season on a win until softball, 
and helped Adna to its first soft-
ball state chip since 2019, when 
she was helping to run bases as 
an eighth-grader. 

“It feels really good to say we 
did it,” VonMoos said. “To actu-
ally get to do it and be a big part 
of it feels great. Emotions were 
running really high afterwards, 
it was just a great way to finish 
my senior year.”

VonMoos guided the Pirates 
at the plate all year as its 3-hole 
hitter, finishing the season with 
a .630 batting average, a 1.859 
OPS, 10 home runs, 46 RBIs, 49 
runs scored, and 10 stolen bases. 

In three games at state, Von-
Moos went 10 for 14 with three 
doubles, two triples, two home 
runs, nine runs scored, and nine 
RBIs. 

“It took a lot of sacrificed 
weekends,” VonMoos said. “Go-
ing to extra softball practices, 
tons of time in the batting cage 
and pitching, countless hours 
with my dad sitting on a bucket 
catching for me.”

Brooklyn Loose, her team-
mate since kindergarten and 
Central 2B League co-MVP, has 
witnessed VonMoos’ hard work 
since a young age. Both were 
on Adna’s last state champion-
ship team as eighth-graders, and 
Loose has seen VonMoos grow 
as both a player and a leader on 

the diamond over the years. 
“It’s really special,” Loose said 

of her friend. “We’ve been best 
friends since kindergarten, and 
growing up playing tee-ball, we 
were best friends throughout and 
hung out every single day. Karlee 
brought not just skills but a lot of 
leadership. She was the best lead-
er on our team, she got everyone 
to do what they were supposed to 
and she just brought a lot.”

VonMoos also operated as 
Adna’s second pitcher, behind 
another All-Area selection in 
Ava Simms, pitching 45 innings 
with 70 strikeouts and batters 
hitting just .165 against her. 

The Adna senior — finishing 
her career with a state chip and 
two state trophies this season af-
ter a sixth-place finish in hoops 

— was an three-time All-Area 
selection this season, and made 
five All-Area teams in her high 
school career. 

To go along with that, Von-
Moos finished as the C2BL’s 
back-to-back co-MVP in softball, 
and finished her career as one of 

Adna’s most decorated girls ath-
letes in school history. 

The senior will graduate and 
play next year at Lower Colum-
bia Community College — along 
with teammate Brooklyn Loose 

— in both basketball and softball. 

The Chronicle’s  
All-Area Softball Team

Hailey Brooks, Mossyrock
Possibly the most feared hitter 

in all of 1B softball, Mossyrock’s 
slugger — committed to play D-I 
ball at Cal State Bakersfield next 
spring — was walked in over 
third of her plate appearances. 
When she did get something to 
hit, she usually did, working up 
a .689 average with eight homers, 
nine triples, and seven doubles.

Makayla Chavez, Centralia
Centralia’s junior at shortstop 

hit an even .400, with 10 doubles, 
15 runs scored, and 21 RBIs, 
helping lead the Tigers back to 
the state tournament for the 

first time since 2011 and earning 
first-team all-EvCo honors.

Layna Demers, Rochester
Rochester’s sophomore in the 

circle turned in yet another solid 
season, striking out 99 batters in 
99 ⅔ innings. At the plate, she 
had all four Warriors’ home runs 
this season and drove 15 runs in.

Brielle Etter, W.F. West
Etter hit .418 this season 

with 21 RBIs and 32 runs scored, 
while also drawing a team-best 
21 walks. Pairing up with Avalon 
in the middle of the W.F. West 
infield, she committed just seven 
errors at second base.

Ella Ferguson, Tumwater
Tumwater’s sophomore 

ace got all but eight outs for 
the Thunderbirds this season, 
throwing 141 ⅔ innings and pil-
ing up 240 strikeouts. Opposing 
batters managed just a .184 bat-
ting average against her, and she 

finished the season with a 1.83 
ERA, earning 2A EvCo MVP 
honors for her efforts.

Lisa Liddell, Onalaska
The only Logger on the all-

C2BL first team, Liddell an-
nounced herself as one of the 
best arms in the league as a soph-
omore, striking out 152 and only 
walking 30 batters in 14 games.
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Renegades Win Renegades Win 
in Chehalisin Chehalis
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2023 All-Area Softball Team2023 All-Area Softball Team

MVP: Adna’s Karlee VonMoos Caps Stellar Career With State Title

Jared Wenzelburger /  jwenzelburger@chronline.com

From left to right, Rochester’s Layna Demers, Rainier’s Brooklynn Swenson, Tumwater’s Ella Ferguson, PWV’s Lauren Matlock, Centralia’s Judy Vallejo, W.F. West’s Avalon Myers, Adna’s Ava Simms, W.F. West’s Brielle 
Etter, Centralia’s Makayla Chavez, PWV’s Payton Peterson, Black Hills’ Zoey Theophilus, Toledo’s Quyn Norberg, and Onalaska’s Lisa Liddell pose for a photo at Bob Peters Field in Centralia.

Adna’s Karlee VonMoos poses for a photo at Adna High School.

please see ALL-AREA, page B5
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Summer Baseball

By The Chronicle staff
Playing in its first game of 

the AA American Legion sea-
son at Ed Wheeler Field in Cen-
tralia, the I-5 Toyota Mountain 

Dew baseball team lost its home 
opener to Kelso Premier Tues-
day afternoon, 15-3. 

I-5 was held to just two hits, 
with Cal Bullock knocking in 

two runs on a single, and Ash-
ton Demarest hitting a double 
that scored a run to round out a 
tough day at the plate earlier this 
week. 

On the bump, Brady Sprague 
got the start and absorbed the 
loss, pitching 5 ⅓ innings with 
eight hits allowed, eight runs — 
with just four earned — with 

two walks and four strikeouts. 
I-5 took on Lower Colum-

bia’s AAA squad on Thursday 
at Story Field for its next con-
test. 

I-5 Toyota Mountain Dew Drops Home Opener to Kelso Premier

Renegades Win 12U GSL Northwest Regional Championships

Courtesy Photo

The 12U Rochester Renegades won last weekend’s 12U GSL Northwest Regional Championships in Chehalis. The Renegades allowed just seven runs in five games and are currently ranked No. 2 in the 
12U GSL, which includes Washington, Oregon and Idaho. Pictured from left to right, in the top row: Coach Easley, Noah Tomaro, Marshall Turnquist, Peter Hayden (MVP), Brody Easley, Kaiser Tartios, Clayton 
Knutson, Coach Knutson, Kohlton Wayland, and Coach Driver. In the bottom row: Easton Miller, Owen Driver, Bentley Alfonso, Tyson Canales, and Darin Ware.

NFL

By Gregg Bell

The News Tribune

It’s the best thing an NFL 
team’s coach or talent evaluator 
can say about a top rookie draft 
choice.

Especially the fifth pick of 
the entire draft.

“He’s as advertised,” Se-
ahawks assistant general manag-
er Nolan Teasley said Thursday.

He was talking about Devon 
Witherspoon.

This week, the first corner-
back taken in last month’s draft 
that everyone around the Se-
ahawks has been talking about 
was even more than advertised.

The team on Thursday 
ended its three-day, mandatory 
minicamp and essentially the 
most extensive on-field work 
until training camp begins July 
26. During the three practices, 
Witherspoon often was an in-
side, slot cornerback as coach 
Pete Carroll tried defensive 
combinations.

The standout for attacking 
passes in the air and tackling 
at the University of Illinois did 
so from outside cornerback. He 
had been Seattle’s starting left 
cornerback from rookie mini-
camp through the whole-team 
organized team activities of May 
into June. The Seahawks made 
Witherspoon their highest-se-
lected cornerback in a quarter 
century, since Shawn Springs 
went third overall to Seattle in 
1997 — to start at left corner-
back.

Outside, that is.
But Thursday you could al-

most hear Carroll, a former de-
fensive back, salivating from the 
middle of the practice field at his 
idea: Witherspoon possibly play-
ing along with 2022 Pro Bowl 
cornerback Tariq Woolen, last 
season’s nickel defensive back 
Coby Bryant, plus 2022 starter 
Michael Jackson or promising 
2021 draft pick Tre Brown in 
unique match-up alignments 
this Seahawks season.

Carroll went out of his way 
to declare Jackson the best Se-
ahawks player of OTAs and 
minicamp this spring.

Woolen said after watch-
ing another practice Thursday 
he feels great following his ar-

throscopic knee surgery last 
month. He and Carroll said he’s 
on track to be practicing at the 
start of training camp.

The 6-foot-1, 193-pound 
Bryant sprained his foot late last 
month. That kept him out of the 
last couple weeks of offseason 
training — and opened the door 
for Carroll and defensive backs 
coach Karl Scott to try Wither-
spoon at slot cornerback inside.

“He’s capable of playing in 
there,” Carroll said.

“I talked to him about it way 
back when, and he was all excit-
ed: ‘I can learn it all. I can get it.’ 
He was really positive about it, 
so when we gave him the chance 
he jumped right on it.

“He is a really good football 
player. He gets it, man. It makes 
sense to him, and he does things 
naturally very well. That expe-
dites the process (of learning in-
side). So, we’ll see. This will be a 
really good film today again to 
check him out.

“But we’ve seen him pretty 
much in charge of the position. 
So, we’ll see how it goes.”

Witherspoon’s reaction to 
the experiment?

He’d walk across Lake 
Washington to Mercer Island if 
Carroll and the Seahawks asked 
him to.

“It’s been very cool. It’s an un-
real feeling, just a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity,” Witherspoon 
said of his first Seattle practices. 

“I just try to take it all in coming 
out here with the guys.

“I’m just coming in here 
to compete, represent the Se-
ahawks, and just have that Se-
ahawk on my helmet. There’s 
a lot that plays into it. But it’s a 
feeling that you can’t describe.”

Carroll, general manager 
John Schneider and Seahawks 
scouts including director of col-
lege scouting Aaron Highline 
saw Witherspoon play some slot 
defensive back for Illinois. But 
that was to get Witherspoon in 
match-ups against a top oppos-
ing receiver more than any Il-
lini defensive scheme of Wither-
spoon as a nickel back inside.

“He wasn’t a nickel in their 
defense, but he wound up inside. 
We’ve seen him play on slots,” 
Carroll said.

“It didn’t matter where he was 

playing. He covered everybody.
“He’s a special cover guy. His 

quickness and his instincts...re-
ally lend him to he can be an ef-
fective player there (inside).”

Carroll said Bryant hasn’t 
needed surgery for his ongoing 
foot issue.

“No,” the coach said, “we 
haven’t heard that yet.”

Carroll said Bryant will take 
all of the seven weeks between 
now and the start of training 
camp July 26 to rest the foot 
in hopes of him being back on 
the field for the start of the pre-
season.

Defensive Backs Galore
Witherspoon’s experiment at 

inside, slot corner is proof Car-
roll believes he has many cor-
nerbacks and safeties that can 
play effectively in his techniques, 
and in new schemes.

So many, Seattle’s defense 
may often have only one line-
backer, Bobby Wagner, on the 
field in games this season.

“This is as competitive as 
we’ve been (in the defensive 
secondary) in a long time,” Car-
roll, the creator of Seattle’s once-
famed “Legion of Boom,” said.

These spring OTAs and 
minicamps showed glimpses of 
what Carroll’s overhaul of the 
defense may look like this fall.

Dre’Mont Jones, the team’s 
uncharacteristically expensive 
free-agent signing at $51 million 
from Denver, joined brought-
back Jarran Reed and rookie 
nose tackle and Cameron Young 
as the three starting down line-
men with hands on the ground 
in a three-point stance.

Those appear to be the run 
stoppers to begin the 2023 sea-
son — especially with Carroll 
saying Thursday nose tackle 
Bryan Mone is a long way back 
from his season-ending injury 
late last year.

That’s one more true defen-
sive linemen than the Seahawks 
often had on the field last year. 
That was with inside edge pass 
rushers Uchenna Nwosu and 
Bruce Irvin running straight 
upfield to quarterbacks. The re-
sult was the NFL’s 30th-ranked 
rush defense in 2022.

Nwosu, entering the final 

year of his contract after a 9 1/2-
sack season, and 2022 second-
round pick Boye Mafe were the 
starting outside linebackers 
rushing off edges in these off-
season practices. Wagner and 
new arrival Devin Bush were 
the inside linebackers.

But when the Seahawks went 
to extra defensive backs in pass-
defense drills, Wagner was at 
times the only linebacker drop-
ping into coverage. Nwosu and 
Mafe rushed the passer.

Carroll said Wednesday the 
team’s not ruling out safety Ja-
mal Adams returning for the 
start of training camp. But that 
still seems unlikely. Adams is 
coming back from a tricky torn 
quadriceps tendon he got in last 
season’s opener.

When and if Adams returns, 
Carroll’s plan is to play Adams, 
Pro Bowl free safety Quandre 
Diggs and 2022 New York Gi-
ants captain Julian Love as a 
three-safety base defense. Ad-
ams is poised to be closer to the 
line of scrimmage to blitz quar-
terbacks and stop the run, as he 
did while getting 9 1/2 sacks for 
Seattle in 2020 to set an NFL re-
cord for defensive backs. Love, 
who has played all positions in 
the secondary in the NFL, and 
Diggs would stay back in pass 
coverage.

That’s five defensive backs — 
with Witherspoon and Woolen 
the cornerbacks — plus five 
linemen/outside linebackers 
across the line of scrimmage. 
That would leave Wagner as the 
11th defender, the lone lineback-
er inside.

Witherspoon’s, Love’s and 
Bryant’s versatility give Carroll 
options of playing essentially 
a 5-1-5 within his 3-4 scheme. 
That is, if you count outside 
backers Nwosu and Mafe rush-
ing the edges as fourth and fifth 
players along the line.

Such a unique scheme would 
give opposing offensive play 
callers — including creative 
run-pass maestro Kyle Shana-
han of San Francisco, the team 
Seattle must conquer to win the 
NFC West — something new to 
think about for Seahawks games 
in 2023.

All this is whether or not Jor-
dyn Brooks, the Seahawks’ start-

ing inside linebacker last season 
when Wagner was away playing 
for the Rams, comes back any-
time this season. He tore the 
anterior cruciate ligament in his 
knee in January. October would 
be on the early side of a typical 
return from an ACL surgery.

Zach Charbonnet Impresses
Pete Carroll on rookie run-

ning back Zach Charbonnet 
from UCLA, the Seahawks’ sec-
ond-round pick: “Zach does ev-
erything well...He’s just a com-
plete ball player.”

Don’t be surprised at the 
playing time and opportunities 
Charbonnet gets with return-
ing 1,000-yard rusher Kenneth 
Walker in Seattle’s backfield this 
season.

Undrafted rookies Suther-
land, Bobo gain

Carroll said “two, three or 
four” undrafted rookies could 
be competing to play this season.

The first two he mentioned: 
safety Jonathan Sutherland 
from Penn State and wide re-
ceiver Jake Bobo from UCLA.

Sutherland was getting some 
reps with the starting defense as 
Seahawks coaches tried differ-
ent combos.

Bobo’s size at 6-4, 207 is in-
triguing. Coaches were on him a 
lot this spring, a sign they want 
him to develop. “BoBO!!!” calls 
from teammates were a daily 
staple of OTAs and minicamp 
practices.

Doug Baldwin, Graduation 
Speaker

Retired Seahawks Pro Bowl 
and Super Bowl-winning wide 
receiver Doug Baldwin will be 
Seattle University’s undergradu-
ate undergraduate commence-
ment speaker. The graduation 
ceremony is Monday at Climate 
Pledge Arena.

A Stanford graduate with a 
bachelor’s in science, technology 
and society, Baldwin will receive 
an honorary doctorate degree 
from Seattle University.

Baldwin was the commence-
ment speaker at Bellevue Col-
lege in 2021.

Seahawks Minicamp Ends With a Twist: Devon Witherspoon Moves to Inside Slot DB
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NFL

Kevin Clark / The Seattle Times

Seahawks Jamal Adams leaves the practice field Tuesday afternoon during mini-
camp at the Virginia Mason Athletic Center in Renton on June 6, 2023.

By Bob Condotta

The Seattle Times

RENTON, Wash. — The 
end of the Seahawks mandatory 
three-day minicamp Thursday 
also meant the last time the team 
will see many of its veteran play-
ers until training camp begins in 
late July.

While many of the younger 
players will stick around for 
three more OTAs (organized 
team activities) next week, which 
coach Pete Carroll described as 
akin to a passing camp, many 
veterans were free to leave once 
Thursday’s practice and meet-
ings concluded, not due back 
until training camp which is ex-
pected to begin on July 26.

As the team breaks for the 
summer, one big question re-
mains — will safety Jamal Ad-
ams be ready for the start of the 
regular season?

Carroll reiterated Thursday 
what he’s said throughout the 
offseason — the team hopes so, 
but it remains unclear.

Both Adams, rehabbing from 
a torn quadriceps muscle, and 
linebacker Jordyn Brooks, re-
covering from an ACL injury, 
attended the minicamp, the 
first time they had been in town 
during the offseason. Each will 
return to the Dallas area to con-
tinue their rehab.

“Both those guys are compet-
ing and racing for camp,” Carroll 
said. “We’ll see what happens.”

Carroll said seeing each in 
person allowed the team to get 
a better idea of where each is in 
their recovery.

But Carroll still couldn’t say if 
Adams will be ready for the start 
of the regular season.

Asked if he had any concerns 
that Adams wouldn’t be ready for 
the start of the season, Carroll 
said, “No, not yet. We’ll see. Let’s 
get to camp and see what hap-
pens. It may be too much to ask, 

I don’t know. We’ll see.”
Adams was injured in the reg-

ular season opener last September 
against Denver while Brooks was 
injured against the Jets on Jan. 1.

The timing of those injuries 
indicates Adams is closer to re-
turning. But Adams’ injury has 
been described as a particularly 
tricky one from which to recover.

That’s one reason the team 
has been OK with him staying 
in Dallas to rehab where he can 
work with his own trainers and 
stay on his specific workout plan, 
as well as also being with his 
doctors who can regularly exam-
ine him.

Each also has attended meet-
ings virtually throughout the off-
season.

“Only get so much out of the 
Zoom thing,” Carroll said. “So 
them being here has been really 
valuable.”

Without going into detail, 
Carroll said there are some spe-
cific benchmarks Adams will 
have to pass before getting the 
OK to return to the field.

He said Adams appears to 
have good range of motion but 
that the task now is getting all of 

his strength back in the leg.
“It’s just time (that Adams 

needs),” Carroll said.
Adams has the highest salary 

cap hit on the team in 2023 at 
$18.11 million, part of a four-year 
contract worth up to $72 million 
that he signed before the 2021 
season, when he was coming off 
his first year with the Seahawks 
in which he made 9.5 sacks in 
2020 in helping lead Seattle to 
the NFC West title.

He has played in just 13 
games since.

Seattle gave itself some insur-
ance in case Adams doesn’t make 
it back by signing free agent 
safety Julian Love. Love worked 
alongside Quandre Diggs as the 
starting safeties throughout the 
minicamp and the offseason 
program.

But the team hopes for a full 
return by Adams to work him 
into a three-safety scheme the 
Seahawks had hoped to deploy 
last year before he was injured, 
one that would typically put Ad-
ams in positions to make the best 
use of his pass-rush ability.

“He’s going to do everything 
he can to get it right,” Carroll 

said. “As soon as he can be right, 
he’s going to be right.”

Here’s more of what Carroll 
said following the last day of 
minicamp.

Coby Bryant Battling Toe Injury
Carroll revealed that second-

year cornerback Coby Bryant, 
the team’s primary starting nick-
el corner last season, has been 
battling a sore toe, which is why 
he has been sitting out recently.

Carroll said the injury will 
not require surgery and was “not 
a bad injury” but that it was both-
ering him enough that the team 
decided to rest him after he had 
taken part in many of the early 
practices and walk-throughs.

“He’ll need the break to get 
back,” Carroll said.

Bryant being out compelled 
the team to try rookie Devon 
Witherspoon, the fifth over-
all pick, as a slot corner during 
minicamp.

“It gave us an opportunity 
to take a look at ‘Spoon inside,” 
Carroll said.

Witherspoon played some in-
side at Illinois, and Carroll said 
he seems to take to it naturally 

— “we’ve seen him pretty much 
in charge of the position.”

But the move isn’t permanent 
— Witherspoon played some at 
left corner and some inside dur-
ing Thursday’s practice — as 
Carroll said the team just wanted 
to use the chance to get some 
film of Witherspoon at the slot 
corner spot heading into the off-
season.

Michael Jackson Has Best Camp, 
Carroll Says

Speaking of the cornerback 
spot, Carroll said there was an 
obvious MVP of minicamp — 
cornerback Michael Jackson.

Jackson started last season 
at left cornerback. But as noted, 

the team has also had plans to 
play Witherspoon there, with 
the thought he would team with 
Tariq Woolen as the starting 
boundary corners.

Woolen suffered a knee in-
jury the week before OTAs be-
gan that required arthroscopic 
surgery, which opened the door 
for Jackson to take over as the 
primary starter on the right side 
during minicamp.

“Michael Jackson had the best 
camp of anybody,” Carroll said. 

“Had a great camp. He stepped up 
to the challenge of it. Just had a 
really productive camp, almost a 
dominant camp for us. That was 
great to see that. We need it.”

Woolen was present for camp 
and in a brief conversation with 
reporters said he’ll be good to go 
for training camp.

Carroll confirmed that, say-
ing “yes” when asked if Woolen 
will be ready for camp. “He’s 
looking really good.”

Other Personnel Notes
• Carroll said it remains un-

clear when nose tackle Bryan 
Mone or edge Alton Robinson 
will be ready. Each is rehabbing 
knee injuries suffered last year. 

“Both those guys aren’t right yet,” 
Carroll said, adding “they are 
not able to do any running yet.” 
Mone would be ticketed for a 
key role as potentially the start-
ing nose tackle if healthy. In his 
absence, rookie Cameron Young 
worked with the starting defense 
there.

• Carroll said rookie guard 
Anthony Bradford, a fourth-
round pick out of LSU, had 
a “fender-bender” recently in 
which he “just bonked his head 
a little” so the team held him out 
of minicamp.

• Outside linebacker Darrell 
Taylor was held out the last two 
days with what Carroll said was 

“tightness.”

Seahawks Safety Jamal Adams Doing ‘Everything’ to Get His Leg ‘Right’

By Gregg Bell

The News Tribune

Last year’s noticeably more 
vocal DK Metcalf?

Not the true him. So he’s not 
doing that anymore.

New from Metcalf for 2023: 
He says he’s giving Geno Smith 
the stage to lead the Seahawks. 
Loudly.

Metcalf says “I overstepped 
some boundaries” on the field 
and in the locker room dur-
ing the 2022 season. It was the 
25-year-old wide receiver’s first 
year in the NFL without Russell 
Wilson as his quarterback, and 
without departed Bobby Wagner 
as Seattle’s co-captain and co-
team leader.

It was also Metcalf ’s first sea-
son after signing a $72 million 
contract extension last summer.

With Wilson long gone to 
Denver in a trade, Wagner back 
after a year away with the Rams 
and Smith entering his second 
season as Seattle’s starting QB 
coming off a record-setting Pro 
Bowl season, Metcalf says he will 
return to leading by example. 
He’s going back to not speaking 
so loudly around the team in 
2023.

He’s going back, he says, to 
being himself.

“When you lose guys like 
Bobby and Russ, you try to force 
yourself into roles that you think 
that you can fulfill,” Metcalf said 
Wednesday. “That just wasn’t my 
role.”

Metcalf said he doesn’t be-
lieve his forced leadership af-
fected his play last season. He 
had a career-high 90 catches, 
seven more than he had in his 
Pro Bowl season of 2020. He had 
his second 1,000-yard receiving 
season in three years. His six 
touchdown receptions were half 
his total from 2021 with Wilson.

He also had eight penalties 
against him last season. That 
was the most among all NFL 
wide receivers. Three were for 
unsportsmanlike conduct, fouls 
he’s had over recent seasons. In 
2022, he was flagged for shoving 
San Francisco’s Dre Greenlaw af-
ter a play, for headbutting Rams 
cornerback Jalen Ramsey, plus 
for rather tamely disputing a no-
call by an official on contact by a 
Tampa Bay Buccaneer on a pass 
play to Metcalf in a November 

game in Munich.
He was fined more than 

$40,000 by the league last season 
for his unsportsmanlike fouls.

So being less vocal on the 
field can help Metcalf and the 
Seahawks in multiple ways this 
season.

Geno Smith’s Time to Lead
Metcalf says he is ceding the 

vocal leadership to Smith — as it 
should be.

“That’s Geno’s role, to be a vo-
cal leader. He’s the quarterback. 
He’s the one calling the plays. 
He’s the one saying ‘Hut!’” Met-
calf said.

For him now?
“It’s me just fitting into my 

role of just bringing up a young 
guy, just showing him what it 
takes to be a professional,” Met-
calf said after the second practice 
of Seahawks minicamp. “Just 
things I’ve learned from guys 
like Bobby and Russ. Instead of 
just vocally saying it, just know-
ing, myself — and if they want 
to do it along with me, they can. 
And if not, they can find their 
way.”

Smith is entering his 11th 
season. But this is his first spring 
since 2014 he’s known he is his 
team’s full-time starter for the 

coming season. The last time was 
when he was entering his second 
year in the league with the New 
York Jets.

Metcalf gladly yielding a 
primary, vocal leadership role 
meshes with what Smith be-
lieves has been his biggest area of 
growth since this time last year.

“I think in every aspect of 
my life, every aspect of being a 
quarterback, being a leader (I’ve 
grown most),” Smith said. “Obvi-
ously it was kind of different for 
me this year than it was last year 
or 12 months ago, but I think the 
most growth for me is just per-
spective. Just gaining more per-
spective and just learning, grow-
ing, just trying to be better every 
single day.”

This all points to teammates 
likely voting Smith as the of-
fense’s captain for the coming 
season, perhaps a co-captain 
with Lockett, the ninth-year vet-
eran. Lockett was the offense’s 
captain last year.

Carroll sees this spring, 
summer and coming season as 
Smith’s time to assert himself as 
a leader.

“There’s nothing like that 
playtime that he just had,” Car-
roll said of Smith in March, the 
day the 32-year-old quarterback 

signed his three-year, $75 mil-
lion contract extension that will 
greatly boost Smith’s leader-
ship platform this year. “There’s 
nothing like coming back with 
DK, Tyler, the fellas, the tight 
ends, and running backs to put 
this thing together to the next 
level that’s out there for us.”

DK Metcalf’s New Mentoring
Metcalf has many young guys 

to mentor is his own, quieter way 
this summer into fall and winter.

He is entering his fifth NFL 
season since Seattle traded up to 
select him from the University of 
Mississippi and his hometown 
of Oxford in the second round 
of the 2019 draft. Tyler Lockett 
is the only wide receiver on the 
Seahawks’ 90-man roster with 
more NFL experience.

Last month the Seahawks 
made Jaxon Smith-Njigba the 
20th-overall pick in this year’s 
draft. With his smooth route 
running and sure hands that 
consistently catch passes away 
from his body and defenders, 
Smith-Njigba is on his way to 
immediately becoming — as in, 
the opening game Sept. 10 — the 
third, slot receiver inside Metcalf 
and Lockett, a role Seattle’s been 
seeking for years.

Wednesday, Smith-Njigba 
sprinted past Devon Wither-
spoon, the Seahawks’ new start-
ing cornerback and fifth-overall 
pick in round one last month, 
down the left sideline on a 
straight go route. Smith’s perfect 
pass landed onto Smith-Njigba’s 
hands for a long touchdown.

The team has wide receiver 
Dee Eskridge, sidelined most of 
his first two seasons by injuries, 
entering his third year.

Cody Thompson is two years 
older than Metcalf. But Metcalf 
has played in 70 NFL games in 
his career. Thompson’s played in 
one.

Big, physical Dareke Young is 
entering his second season; the 
Seahawks drafted him in the sev-
enth round last year out of Di-
vision-II Lenior-Rhyne. Former 
Washington State receiver Easop 
Winston is back after spending 
time on Seattle’s practice squad 
last season. Cade Johnson played 
in three games last season and is 
back on the team.

Seattle has four undrafted 
rookie wide receivers on the ros-
ter seven weeks before training 
camp begins: Matt Landers from 
Arkansas, John Hall from Divi-
sion-II Northwood, Jake Bobo 
from UCLA and Tyjon Lindsey 
from Oregon State.

Metcalf said he’s doing with 
Smith-Njigba and all these 
younger Seahawks receivers what 
Wagner did with him when he 
was a rookie in 2019.

“He didn’t pretty much tell me 
anything. He just let me know — 
he told me that he was going to 
work out. I was either going to 
show up, or not,” Metcalf said.

“So that’s what I’m doing with 
the young guys, showing them 
what helped me my rookie year, 
to help them.”

That way, this year, is Met-
calf ’s more comfortable way of 
leading.

He now says last year, he was 
far outside his personality.

“I mean, I’d never done it,” he 
said. “So, it was fairly new to me. 
And I didn’t do it for a reason, 
leading up to that point.

“I’m a guy that works hard, 
and leads by example.

“I overstepped some boundar-
ies (last year), where if I was just 
going to lead by example those 
boundaries are never touched.”

DK Metcalf ‘Overstepped Boundaries’ Leading Seahawks Vocally, Will Now Yield to Geno Smith

Steph Chambers / Getty Images

Seattle Seahawks wide receiver DK Metcalf (14) jumps over Atlanta Falcons defensive back Casey Hayward (29) during the 
second quarter at Lumen Field on Sept. 25, 2022, in Seattle.



By Dave Hyde

South Florida Sun-Sentinel

MIAMI — Say what you will 
about the Heat’s culture and the 
full roster’s effort lacking in a 
Game 3 performance that had 
all the lackluster feel of a back-
to-back game in January.

Out-rebounded. Out-hustled. 
Out-and-outdone by Denver.

Say what you will about all 
that — and Heat coach Erik 
Spoelstra will say a lot lead-
ing into Friday’s Game 4 of the 
NBA Finals, just as a good coach 
should.

There’s still a more trouble-
some truth right now for the 
Heat: Nikola Jokic and Jamal 
Murray have been the two best 
players through the three games 
this series. It was no contest 
Wednesday in Game 3, when 
they became the second team-
mates to record triple-doubles in 
NBA Finals history.

If this narrative continues 
through Game 4, that’s it for the 
Heat. They’ll be down 3-1 in the 
series. They’re not beating this 
team three straight, including 
two in Denver, no matter how 
good a story they are or how 
much they’ve overcome.

So, you can talk about hustle 
and rebounds and any other 
number you want — the 3-point 
shooting is a telltale statistic of 
mine — and you’re just gum-
ming up the central truth of this 
series.

If Jokic and Murray keep 
playing like this, the Heat are 
sunk. And let’s be honest here: 
Jokic is a two-time league Most 
Valuable Player who was voted 
runner-up this season only be-
cause no one wanted to make 
him a three-time MVP when so 
few casual fans really see him.

So, Jokic is going to be the 
best player in this series unless 
some surprise is coming. He 
had 32 points, 21 rebounds and 
10 assists in Game 3. It was his 
record 10th triple-double of the 
playoffs. He may look like an 
oaf on first impression, the guy 
you’d never take first in a pick-

up game, but he has a golden 
game that elevates him to an all-
time great.

The question then, the one 
the Heat needs a good answer 
for, is if Jimmy Butler and Bam 
Adebayo can be the second- and 
third-best players out there. If, 
in short, they outplay Murray. 
Yes, both of them.

That’s what is demanded. 
It’s really simple to pick the 
best team in basketball. Tell me 
which team has two of the top 
three players. That’s usually the 
winner.

It’s great that Duncan Robin-
son had 10 points in the fourth 

quarter of the Heat’s Game 2 
win, and Caleb Martin scored 26 
in Game 7 against Boston. Win-
ning teams have one or two of 
the cast members step forward 
in a nice way like that. Rookie 
Christian Braun had 15 points 
for Denver in Game 3. Nice, but 
not the reason they won.

Championship teams win 
with their best players playing 
their best. It’s not hard to under-
stand that. The Heat once had 
The Big Three. San Antonio had 
the Three Amigos. Golden State 
had The Splash Brothers. Great 
teams have that identity.

That’s Jokic and Murray for 

Denver. And it’s Butler and Ade-
bayo for the Heat. The Heat’s 
duo were good again in the box 
score in Game 3. Butler had 28 
points. Adebayo had 22 points 
and 17 rebounds. But these 
weren’t game-changing num-
bers. They were just an accoun-
tant’s record-keeping as Denver 
was never challenged in the sec-
ond half.

The Heat, too, often need an 
add-on to win, and there wasn’t 
one coming Wednesday. They 
shot a frigid 11 of 35 on 3-point-
ers. They can’t win against this 
team doing that.

We’re at that stage where 

good sometimes isn’t good 
enough. You have to be great, 
as Butler has been at times. He 
dominated the Milwaukee se-
ries. Remember his 56 points in 
Game 3 and 42 points in Game 
4?

He hasn’t been dominant 
since. It’s like Playoff Jimmy is 
missing a gear. Something, it 
seems, is off. Maybe we’ll find 
out at series’ end.

Adebayo probably can’t be 
asked to do much more than he 
is through three games. He’s the 
prime pick-setter up top for an 
offense predicated on him doing 
that. He’s being aggressive on of-
fense in a manner he sometimes 
isn’t. He’s Mr. Versatile on de-
fense. All good. Not great.

Butler smothered Murray 
on defense in Game 2. Denver 
coach Mike Malone figured how 
to get Murray loose with simple 
pick-and-hand-offs to him in 
Game 3. The result was Mur-
ray scored 34 points with 10 re-
bounds and 10 assists.

There is another stat to Mur-
ray that Spoelstra will seize on 
leading into Game 4. He had 
seven turnovers. Maybe that’s 
something to mine coming up. 
Maybe. Possibly.

Here’s the larger picture: 
Jokic and Murray aren’t Boston’s 
Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown. 
Tatum went a couple of games 
without taking a fourth-quarter 
shot and Brown couldn’t carry 
his part of the deal. Boston sunk 
primarily because they sunk.

The Heat no doubt caused 
Tatum and Brown to look trou-
bled at times. It’s like they’ve 
given up trying to trouble Jokic 
and need a Plan B on Murray.

So much talk will be about 
the Heat playing harder and 
closer to their identity. That’s 
needed. But don’t overthink all 
this. Butler and Adebayo need 
to find another gear for the Heat 
to muster four wins. If Jokic and 
Murray remain the best two 
players, Game 4 will be the final 
home game of the Heat season.

 B4 •  The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, Wash., Saturday, June 10, 2023 SPORTS

Pkg.  4
$25500

35#

105 W. 1st Street
Centralia, WA 98531

360-736-8072
OPEN 6 DAYS  • Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm 

Sat. 9am-5:30pm  • Sun. Closed
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College Basketball

New Washington State Post Isaac Jones Takes Long Road to Pac-12
By Colton Clark

The Spokesman-Review

PULLMAN — Four years 
ago, Isaac Jones thought his bas-
ketball career was over.

Now, he’s in line for a start-
ing role at Washington State.

The 6-foot-9 post from 
Spanaway, Washington, took a 
roundabout route to the high-
major ranks.

“I had to work so hard to get 
here, and I have to keep proving 
myself,” Jones said recently by 
phone.

After an underwhelming 
prep career, the Orting High 
grad stepped away from the 
sport and joined the workforce. 
Jones spent a year employed at 
Puget Sound Pipe & Supply.

“I didn’t think I was going 
to play after high school,” Jones 
said. “I liked basketball, but 
didn’t love it, and I didn’t have 

the best high school career. Af-
ter my senior year, I didn’t have 
any offers. ... I started paying 
bills and helping my mom out.”

But a fortuitous opportunity 
brought Jones back to the court 
in 2019 at Wenatchee Valley 
College.

Jones’ friend — fellow Span-
away product Joseph Lowe — 
was searching for a playing offer 
at the junior-college level. Lowe 
got in contact with Wenatchee 
Valley coach Jeremy Harden.

“I got a cold call from another 
prospective student-athlete who 
wanted to be a part of our team,” 
Harden said. “I told him, ‘We’re 
looking for some size, so if you 
know anyone who’s 6-8 or big-
ger, then I could possibly have a 
spot for you.’

“(Lowe) said, ‘My best friend 
is 6-8.’ He sent me some video, 
and it was Isaac. I ended up tak-
ing both players.”

Harden was intrigued with 
Jones’ potential — his size and 
7-3 wingspan stood out — but 
knew it’d take some time to 
trim pounds and knock off the 
rust. Jones weighed about 280 
pounds when he first arrived at 
Wenatchee Valley, and several 
elements of his game were “un-
stable,” Harden said.

“But he hit the ground run-
ning and ended up figuring it 
out,” Harden said. “He was in 
the gym for early mornings and 
late nights. He realized he had 
some potential and could do 
this. His work ethic was good. 
He had good length, big hands 
and long arms, and not many 
of those guys walk into the gym. 
When we started playing a little 
bit, he handled the ball pretty 
well.”

It was a “leap of faith” for 
Jones, who had to get back in 
shape and rededicate himself to 
basketball.

“I wasn’t very good when I 
got there,” he said. “I was really 
overweight and I had never re-
ally lifted (weights) before. Then 
I started getting more athletic 
and explosive, and that changed 

everything. Once I started de-
veloping a little bit, I was like, ‘I 
think I have a shot.’ “

Jones captured a starting job 
as a freshman in 2019-20 and 
put up averages of 10.6 points 
and 7.9 rebounds per game. 
When the COVID-19 pandemic 
hit in early 2020, Jones decided 
to stay in Wenatchee and fo-
cused on honing his skills.

“That was huge for him,” 
Harden said. “He was able to be 
in the gym, getting a lot of shots 
up and getting a lot of condi-
tioning. He made a big jump be-
tween his freshman and sopho-
more year. I knew (Jones had a 
future in basketball) when I saw 
his dedication.”

Jones posted per-game aver-
ages of 18.9 points and 12.6 re-
bounds during the coronavirus-
shortened 2020-21 season.

“I had some Division II inter-
est, but I decided to come back 
and that’s the year I blew up,” 
Jones said.

In 2021-22, Jones became a 
Northwest Athletic Conference 
star. He claimed NWAC Player 
of the Year honors after aver-
aging 25.3 points and 13.2 re-
bounds per game while shooting 
69.6% from the field — all con-
ference highs.

A few years prior, playing for 
a Division I program may have 
only been a dream for Jones. But 
D-I offers started pouring in af-
ter his  productive third season.

His offer sheet included a few 
high-major programs — WSU, 
Iowa State and Oregon State 
among them — but Jones chose 
the University of Idaho.

His mentor, Harden, had 
taken a job as an assistant with 
the Vandals. And Jones’ home-
town friend, guard Divant’e 
Moffitt, was headed to Moscow.

“He saw it as an opportunity 
to play with his best friend and 
also to be able to play under my-
self again, and have some more 
development at a higher level,” 
Harden said. “The stars aligned 
and we were fortunate to do it 
together.”

Jones  wound up on the All-
Big Sky second team and earned 
the conference’s newcomer of 
the year award.

Jones finished second in the 
Big Sky in scoring (19.4 ppg) and 
set a season high with 42 points. 
He placed fourth in the con-
ference in rebounding (7.8 per 
game) and first in blocks (1.13 
per game). Jones also led the 
conference and finished ninth 
nationally in field-goal percent-
age (62.9%).

“I wanted to make an im-
mediate impact,” Jones said. “I 
wasn’t necessarily surprised by 
what I did, because I knew how 
hard I’d worked. I feel like I 
proved that I can compete at any 
level. It was a jump that I had 
to make, and I plan on doing it 
again, but even better.”

The Vandals had parted ways 
with coach Zac Claus late in the 
season, and Jones  opted to enter 
the transfer portal in late April 
with one season of eligibility re-
maining. He earned a four-star 
transfer grade and was the No. 
9-ranked big man in the portal, 
according to 247Sports.com.

Jones signed with the Cou-
gars in mid-May, choosing 
WSU over the likes of Villanova, 
Memphis, Arizona State and 
Clemson.

“I wanted to represent my 
home state for my last year,” 
Jones said. “I love the coaches 
here. It was a perfect situation 
for me.”

WSU coach Kyle Smith said 
last month that he expects Jones 
to adopt a starting role in the 
Cougars’ frontcourt and off-
set the loss of All-Pac-12 center 
Mouhamed Gueye, who is hop-
ing to hear his name called in 
the NBA draft later this month.

“I watched Mouhamed play 
last year and I was like, ‘I can 
play like him,’ “ Jones said. “I 
took some stuff from his game. 
(WSU coaches) wanted me to 
replace his production and his 
minutes, and we’re kind of simi-
lar in some areas.”

Jones said he specializes in 

“getting to the basket, getting 
downhill.”

At 240 pounds, Jones said he  
“uses my long arms to get shots 
over people.”

“I don’t think there will be too 
much of an adjustment (to the 
power-conference level),” Hard-
en said. “The biggest adjustment 
will be on the defensive side, but 
offensively, he can play against 
anyone from any conference. I 
think he’s more than ready. He’s 
a confident kid who has put in 
enough time and effort.”

Smith sees Jones as a “great 
fit for the offensive scheme.” 
Jones, like Gueye, can function 
as the centerpiece of the Cou-
gars’ offense and open doors for 
his teammates.

“I can draw double teams and 
make crosscourt passes,” said 
Jones, who averaged 1.7 assists 
per game last season at Idaho. “I 
think my passing will stand out 
a little more this year, because 
we have dudes who can really 
shoot the ball.”

Becoming a more produc-
tive shooter from midrange and 
3-point distance is a priority for 
Jones, who shot 6 of 19 from be-
yond the arc last season.

“My jumper is getting better 
and better, and I think it’s go-
ing to surprise a lot of people,” 
he said. “(Smith) talked to me 
about how I’d develop here. 
Shooting was one of the aspects 
I needed and this is a great place 
for it.”

Now living in Pullman with 
his fiancee, Jones is settling in 
with his new team. The Cougars 
conducted their first offseason 
practice earlier this week — and 
taking nothing for granted.

“I’m gonna give it all I’ve got,” 
he said. “I want to come in and 
hit the ground running, get into 
the best shape of my life and 
keep polishing my game. I’ve al-
ways had to prove myself. I just 
have to keep the mindset that I 
haven’t proven anything yet.”

NBA

Kyle Terada/Pool / Getty Images

The Denver Nuggets’ Nikola Jokic (15) grabs a rebound in the second half against the Miami Heat in Game 3 of the NBA Finals 
at Kaseya Center on June 7, 2023, in Miami. 

If Jokic and Murray Continue Like This, the Heat Are Cooked in NBA Finals



Soccer Legend Lionel 
Messi Says He Intends 
to Play for Inter Miami

MIAMI (TNS) — Lionel 
Messi is coming to Inter Miami, 
rejecting a $500 million deal 
from Saudi Arabia and a senti-
mental pull to return to FC Bar-
celona, where he spent the first 
21 years of his career. His highly 
anticipated decision puts to rest 
an endless trail of rumors that 
circulated around the world for 
years and dominated soccer so-
cial media the past few weeks.

In an exclusive interview on 
the Mundo Deportivo website, 
a Barcelona sports outlet, Messi 
said he really wanted to go back 
to FC Barcelona. He was with 
Barcelona in 2021, but the team’s 
financial issues forced a trade to 
Paris Saint-Germain. He didn’t 
want to see his future up in the 
air.

“I have taken the decision 
today that I’m going to Miami,” 
Messi said in the interview. “I 
still don’t have it sealed 100%. 

There are a few things that we 
are still working on. If it wasn’t 
going to work out in Barcelona, I 
wanted to leave Europe, take the 
focus away from myself and fo-
cus more on my family. “

Messi owns a vacation home 
in South Florida, visits frequent-
ly, and has said on several occa-
sions that the idea of playing in 
the United States and experienc-
ing the Miami lifestyle with his 
family appeal to him.

The 35-year-old Argentine 
superstar and reigning World 
Cup champion instantly be-

comes the highest paid and high-
est profile athlete not only in 
South Florida, but in the entire 
United States.

Messi ranks No. 2 on Forbes’ 
Highest Paid Athletes list at $130 
million, just behind Cristiano 
Ronaldo. In 2023 he earned $65 
million in salary from Paris 
Saint Germain and an additional 
$65 million in endorsements. 

He has 468 million Insta-
gram followers. NBA star LeB-
ron James, by comparison, has 
154 million, and Odell Beckham 
Jr. tops the NFL with 17 million.
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Brooklyn Loose, Adna
The other C2BL Co-MVP 

finished her Adna career with 
a bang, going 4 for 5 with her 
10th home run of the season in 
the 2B state title win over Forks. 
That put the cap on a senior sea-
son that saw Loose rack up a .592 
batting average and a 1.795 OPS, 
smacking nine doubles, driving 
in 37 runs, and scoring 53 more..

Lauren Matlock, PWV
Pe Ell-Willapa Valley’s lead-

off hitter batted an even .500 
with 12 doubles on the season, 
and ended her year with a bang, 
going 10 for 17 at the 2B state 
tournament with three of her 
four triples and two of her three 
home runs in four games. 

Avalon Myers, W.F. West
W.F. West’s sophomore 

shortstop got hot as the spring 
wore on, hitting five of her team-
high eight home runs after May 
1. She also led the Bearcats with 
43 hits, 40 RBIs, and 40 runs 
scored, hitting .506 on the sea-
son.

Quyn Norberg, Toledo
Norberg led the Riverhawks 

with a .772 slugging percentage, 
smacking nine doubles, four 
triples, and a pair of home runs 
in a season where she hit .481. 
She also drove 27 runs in and 
swiped 10 bases.

Payton Peterson, PWV
One of two seniors on Pe Ell-

Willapa Valley’s roster, Peterson 
led the way from behind the 
dish with no errors, while also 
hitting .453 with six triples and 
32 RBIs.

Ava Simms, Adna
Simms’ 48 RBIs led the Pi-

rates, and she hit .534 with six 
home runs. But the sophomore 
shined brightest in the circle, 
pitching Adna to a state crown 
with a 14-1 record in the circle, 
157 strikeouts, and a 1.42 ERA.

Brooklynn Swenson, Rainier
Swenson hit .541 with team 

highs in hits (40), doubles (11), 
triples (seven), and RBIs (40). 
She also bombed three homers 
to finish the season with a 1.575 
OPS, earning first-teal all-C2BL 
honors.

Zoey Theophilus, Black Hills
One of two Black Hills play-

ers to make the all-EvCo first 
team, Theophilus struck out 131 
batters in 110 ⅔ innings, while 
also hitting .500 with eight dou-
bles, seven homers, and 33 RBIs 
in her senior season.

Judy Vallejo, Centralia
The senior all-EvCo first-

teamer committed just one error 
all season managing the Tigers’ 
pitching staff, while also driving 
in 16 runs at the plate and man-
aging at least one hit in every 
game of the postseason.

All-Area
Continued from page B1

Jared Wenzelburger /  jwenzelburger@chronline.com

Adna’s Karlee VonMoos, left, and Ava Simms pose for a photo at Adna High School.

Alec Dietz / alec@chronline.com

Mossyrock shortstop Hailey Brooks gets ready before an pitch against Onalaska 
May 8.

Soccer
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Service

XT2™ LX42
LAWN TRACTOR WITH FABRICATED DECK

• 20 HP†† Kohler® 7000 HD V-twin engine
• 42" AeroForce™ fabricated twin-blade

deck
• Tuff Torq® foot-controlled hydrostatic

transmission (K46)

  STARTING AT:

$2,999*

Ultima™ ZT1 42
ZERO-TURN MOWER WITH FABRICATED
DECK

• 18 HP†† Kawasaki® FR600V V-twin OHV
engine

• 42" AeroForce™ fabricated twin-blade
deck

• Dual Hydro-Gear® EZT-2200™
transmission

  STARTING AT:

$3,499*

Ultima™ ZTS1 46
ZERO-TURN MOWER WITH FABRICATED
DECK

• 22 HP†† Kohler® 7000 Series V-Twin
OHV engine

• 46" AeroForce™ fabricated twin-blade
deck

• Sealed ball bearing maintenance-free
spindles 

  STARTING AT:

$4,699*

*Product Price – Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.†† As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM
per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. †† As required by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International. **Limited warranty – normal wear parts 30 days. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. © 2023 Cub Cadet3PV_H_EN

*Product Price – Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability. Specifications and programs are subject to change without notice. Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.†† 
As rated by Kohler, all power levels are stated in gross horsepower at 3600 RPM per SAE J1940 as rated by engine manufacturer. †† As required by Kawasaki, horsepower tested in accordance with SAE J1995 and rated in accordance with SAE J2723 and certified by SAE International. **Limited warranty – normal wear 
parts 30 days. For full warranty details, visit cubcadet.com or see your local dealer. © 2023 Cub Cadet3PV_H_EN

Come check out these models as well 
as all other models in stock. Hurry in before they’re gone!

MAKE YOUR FIRST STOP, THE POWER SHOP
3820 Harrison Avenue • Centralia, WA 98531

360-736-6340 • powershopcentralia.com
Tues - Fri 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM • Sat Hours 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM•Closed Sun & Mon

MLB

Mariners Extra: Five Lingering Questions as M’s Approach Critical Stretch
By Adam Jude 

The Seattle Times

After an off day Thursday, 
the Mariners close out this road 
trip with three games in Ana-
heim over the weekend, starting 
with a marquee matchup Friday 
night between the Mariners’ 
Luis Castillo and the Angels’ 
Shohei Ohtani.

This is must-see TV … as 
long as you remember your 
Apple TV+ password. (Call it a 
QWERTY game.)

Ahead of this critical series, 
here are five questions facing 
the Mariners right now:

1. Can they flip the 
switch again?

At 30-31, the Mariners are 
already 10 games back of the 
first-place Rangers in the AL 
West. They were embarrassed 
in Texas to open this road trip 
last week, and they can’t afford 
a similar showing this weekend 
against another divisional rival 
in Anaheim.

It was mid-June last year 
when the Mariners hit rock bot-
tom, falling to 29-39 following a 
loss to the Angels in Seattle on 
June 19.

If you’re inclined to have a 
glass-half-full outlook, well, the 
Mariners haven’t dug them-
selves that big of a hole this 
season. There is still time for a 
turnaround, and there are still 
encouraging signs that this team 
is capable of that (you just have 
to squint sometimes).

From a pessimistic point of 
view, well, the Mariners haven’t 
exactly played inspiring baseball 
over the past week. They played 
maybe their best all-around 
game of the season in a 4-1 
victory at San Diego on Tues-
day, only to get blasted 10-3 on 
Wednesday afternoon.

That 24-hour swing nicely 
encapsulated the up-and-down 
extremes of the past month.

The Mariners can’t bank on 
another 14-game winning streak 
to save their season. That’s not 
realistic. But their pitching is 
too good and their offense has 
too much potential for them 
to be this maddening and this 
inconsistent, and they need to 
have a sense of urgency to get 
things turned in the right direc-
tion soon … or this season could 
get away from them quickly.

2. Will they ever get 
the strikeouts under 
control?

Mariners hitters rank third 
in MLB in strikeouts, with 592 
entering Thursday, behind only 
the Twins (641) and Giants (612).

Team officials entered the 
season cautiously optimistic 
that this new “balanced” line-
up would cut down on Seattle’s 
strikeout rate of 22.8% from 
2022. Instead, the strikeout rate 
has increased to 25.9%.

Four of Seattle’s hitters rank 
among MLB’s top 10 strikeout 
leaders: Teoscar Hernandez 
(first, with 83), Jarred Kelenic 
(fifth, 76), Eugenio Suarez (sixth, 
75) and Julio Rodriguez (10th, 
72).

You could live with some ex-
tra strikeouts if the payoff was 
some pop … but the Mariners 
rank just 21st in MLB in home 
runs with 63 (only one more 
than the lowly A’s).

So, yeah, it seems like a pret-
ty obvious statement: The Mari-
ners need to revive their offense, 
and the best way to do that is to 
put more balls in play.

3. Teo Time?
Julio is looking more like 

himself over the past two weeks.
Could Hernandez be the 

next Mariners bat to break out 
of his early-season slump?

The Mariners’ prized offsea-
son acquisition, Hernandez has 

not lived up to the billing so far, 
and he’s been dropped down to 
the bottom third of the lineup at 
times over the past couple weeks.

But he has shown some flash-
es of a potential breakthrough, 
hitting .389 with a 1.117 OPS in 
the first five games of this road 
trip, with three consecutive 
multi-hit games (and he’s even 
drawn two walks this week).

Better yet for the Mariners, 
Hernandez has a strong track 
record in the second half of the 
season. Here are his career OPS 
numbers by month:

• March/April: .752
• May: .670
• June: .845
• July: .871
• August: .814
• September/October: .872
An encouraging sign of 

what’s to come? If the M’s are 
going to turn things around 
offensively, that’s exactly what 
they need.

4. George Kirby needs 
to walk some dudes. 
(Uh, really?)

Yes, really.
It would be prudent for the 

Mariners’ 25-year-old bud-
ding star to throw fewer strikes. 
That’s a weird statement in a lot 
of ways — Kirby lives to throw 
strikes, and throwing strikes is a 
big part of the Mariners organi-
zational pitching ethos.

Kirby, in fact, throws more 
strikes than anyone in MLB — 
exactly 50% of his pitches have 
been a strike this year — but 
that’s not always a good thing. 
Hitters, at times, appear to be 
too comfortable in the bat-
ter’s box against him, know-
ing there’s a very good chance 
they’ll get a pitch in the zone to 
swing at.

And, indeed, Kirby ranks No. 
7 in MLB in opponents’ swing 
rate, at 52.8%, according to Fan-
Graphs.

That figure wouldn’t be so 
troubling if Kirby induced more 
swings-and-misses. But he only 
ranks in the 14th percentile in 
whiff rate, per Baseball Savant.

Case in point: Facing the Pa-
dres’ Gary Sanchez on Wednes-
day, Kirby got ahead in the 
count 0-1 on a slider, and then 
threw an elevated fastball that 
caught too much of the plate 

— Sanchez was ready for it and 
hit it out for a game-changing 
three-run homer.

It was the second time in 
three starts that Kirby has been 
lit up (sandwiched around a 
masterful performance against 
the Yankees last week).

You’ve no doubt heard the 
phrase “effectively wild” to de-
scribe some pitchers with erratic 
control. Well, Kirby is the exact 
opposite — at times, he’s be-
come ineffectively in command.

So, yes, one humble sugges-
tion here is for him to stop being 
so predictably in the zone. Chal-
lenge right-handed hitters inside 
more regularly — in off the plate 
if necessary. Take advantage of 
your reputation as a consistent 
strike-thrower and see if you 
can get hitters to chase pitchers 
just out of the zone from time to 
time.

Kirby is a future ace, and 
you have to love his fearless ap-
proach. That’s what makes him 
great. His next step: Don’t be 
afraid to issue a walk every now 
and then.

5. Can the bullpen be 
even better going 
forward?

The Mariners bullpen was 
good without Andres Munoz 
over the past two months, rank-
ing third in MLB in FanGraphs 
WAR (3.0). But it should be even 
that much better with Munoz 
back from a long stint on the 
injured list because of a strained 
shoulder muscle.

One of the best relievers in 
baseball in the second half of 
2022, Munoz pitched a score-
less eighth inning on Tuesday. 
He struck out two of the three 
batters he faced, including Fer-
nando Tatis Jr. on a 100-mph 
fastball.

Paul Sewald ranks among 
the most effective closers in 
baseball right now, and the sur-
prising successes of Justin Topa, 
Gabe Speier, Tayler Saucedo and 
Trevor Gott (currently on IL) — 
to go along with Matt Brash’s 
incredible strikeout rate — give 
Seattle a deep and dominant 
‘pen that should give the Mari-
ners confidence they can redis-
cover the one-run magic that 
has been their calling card the 
past two seasons.

Stat of the Week
96: Shohei Ohtani’s 96 strike-

outs, in 71 innings, are the 
third-most in MLB this season 
(behind Kevin Gausman and 
Spencer Strider, with 113 each). 
Luis Castillo’s 82 strikeouts for 
the Mariners rank 14th in base-
ball this season.

PROSPECT WATCH: Emerson 
Hancock pitched six scoreless 
innings for Double-A Arkansas 
on Tuesday, allowing just four 
hits and one walk with seven 
strikeouts. The Mariners’ 2020 
first-round pick has a 6-2 record 
with a 5.44 ERA in 11 starts this 
season and a 57-to-27 strikeout-
to-walk ratio in 46 1/3 innings.

WHO’S HOT: Over his last three 
starts, Castillo has allowed only 
one run in 19 innings, with 24 
strikeouts and five walks.

WHO’S NOT: Over his last two 
starts, Bryce Miller has allowed 
a combined 19 hits and 15 
earned runs (over seven total in-
nings) in back-to-back losses to 
the Yankees and Rangers. The 
rookie right-hander is scheduled 
to start Sunday in Anaheim.
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Photos by Jared Wenzelburger  / jared@chronline.com

Centralia High School senior Michael Chapman smiles during a graduation walk at Centralia Middle School Friday morning. 
The Centralia Class of 2023 graduated during a ceremony on Friday night. See photos from the ceremony at chronline.com. 

In Focus: A Final Trip 
as Seniors for Centralia 
High School Graduates

Centralia High School seniors receive high-fives from teachers and coaches at Centralia Middle School during a graduation 
walk Friday morning.

Centralia High School seniors smile and give thumbs-up at Centralia Middle School during a graduation walk Friday morning.

Cary Erickson smiles and receives an embrace as Centralia High School seniors visit Centralia Middle School during a gradu-
ation walk Friday morning.

GRADUATION COVERAGE ONLINE
 The Chronicle will attempt to provide coverage for graduations in all of the 16 school districts in 
its coverage area. To see photos and videos from area ceremonies, visit www.chronline.com and 
follow The Chronicle on Facebook. Additionally, readers are welcome to submit their own photos 
for potential publication. To do so, send images and information to news@chronline.com. Please 
include the name of the photographer and subjects in addition to any other information that 
might be helpful to readers. 

Centralia High School graduates pose for a photo while loading onto a bus to visit 
their elementary schools Friday morning.

Centralia High School seniors and faculty visit Centralia Middle School during a 
graduation walk Friday morning.

Centralia High School seniors smile during a graduation procession at Centralia 
Middle School Friday morning.

Centralia High School seniors smile as they walk through the rain to visit Centralia 
Middle School during a graduation walk Friday morning.

Centralia High School seniors from left, Taydom Baker, Sydney Darling, Haylee 
Hack and Hannah Labrum smile for a photo outside the Centralia Middle School 
during a graduation walk Friday morning.

Centralia High School senior Volodymyr Boichuk smiles for a photo during a grad-
uation procession at Centralia Middle School Friday morning.
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By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

In a Wednesday meeting this 
week, Lewis County commis-
sioners approved up to $55,000 
to buy Narcan for first respond-
ers, jail staff and other county 
departments.

Thanks to the Washing-
ton Attorney General’s Office 
settlements between companies 
the office previously said have 

“played key roles in fueling the 
opioid epidemic,” Lewis County 
is set to receive $2,317,136.16. 
The first payment of that came 
in on Dec. 1, 2022, and the com-
missioners asked their budget 
administrator to crunch the 
numbers on stocking county 

departments, including fire dis-
tricts, with Narcan.

For the Riverside Fire Au-
thority, a joint service between 
Lewis County and City of Cen-
tralia fire districts, the funds 
from the settlement will be cut 
between the two local govern-
ments. 

A name brand of the generic 
medicine naloxone, Narcan can 
be administered nasally to rap-
idly reverse the effects of opi-
oid overdose, often preventing 
death. With the county outpac-
ing any previous year’s drug-
related death rates, according to 
the coroner, and with what many 
local law enforcement agencies 
have called an increased preva-
lence in the highly-potent opioid 

fentanyl, the purchase could in-
crease local officials’ abilities to 
save lives.

In the Lewis County Jail, 
said Ross McDowell, deputy 
director of emergency manage-
ment, demand for Narcan has 
spiked. Though it wasn’t clear 
if he meant specifically in the 
county jail, McDowell said “the 
record right now is 12 (Narcan) 
doses on one person” in order 
to successfully reverse the over-
dose.

While the medicine is eas-
ily accessible over the counter, 
there are more charges for re-
sponding agencies to obtain it, 
he said.

“It is about quadruple, or four 
times over (the cost) if you’re 

going to buy it (as an individu-
al),” McDowell said. “We are on 
what’s called ‘state bid.’”

When presented with the 
$53,000 total, the commission-
ers balked, but did eventually 
vote unanimously to approve 
the expenditure. 

“If I’m doing the math on that, 
Ross, it’s almost $24 per dose, is 
that right?” Commissioner Scott 
Brummer asked.

Commissioner Lindsey Pol-
lock responded: “Highway rob-
bery.”

Commissioner Sean Swope 
said the “easy solution is to just 
go and take out the cartels. Five 
dollars a pill, $24 to save a life.”

Despite shortages in the na-
sal spray version of the medicine, 

the county is hoping to secure 
that over the intravenous Nar-
can. Both doses are equally ef-
fective, McDowell said, and the 
nasal spray is much easier to ad-
minister, especially for non-law 
enforcement county employees 
who will soon have the medi-
cine on-hand in their day-to-
day jobs. Whether they choose 
to administer the medicine in 
the event of an overdose, Lewis 
County Public Health & Social 
Services Director Meja Handlen 
said, is up to them. 

With the proper access and 
training, they get to make the 
decision.

McDowell now includes 
Narcan in his county employee 
first-aid training, he said.

Opioid Settlement Dollars: Lewis County OK’s Up to $55K for Narcan

By The Chronicle staff

In a continued effort to re-
duce fatal motorcycle crashes, 
increased safety patrols will be 
visible June 23-25 during the 
ABATE Spring Opener near 
Randle, the Washington Traffic 
Safety Commission announced 
Friday. 

The patrols will focus on il-
legal driving behaviors by both 
motorcycle riders and other ve-
hicle drivers, according to the 
Washington Traffic Safety Com-
mission. 

“Lewis County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and the Washington State 
Patrol will be working overtime 
focused on drivers and riders 
who commit traffic safety viola-
tions,” the commission stated in 
a news release. 

More motorcycles travel on 
Washington’s roads in the sum-
mer months than any other time 
of the year, and officials are 
concerned that fatal motorcycle 
crashes continue to increase in 
Washington, according to the 
news release. 

“The increasing number of 
motorcycle rider deaths is very 
concerning and we know that 
we can all work to prevent these 
deaths,” stated Shelly Baldwin, 
director of the Washington Traf-
fic Safety Commission. “Drivers 
can watch out for motorcyclists. 
Riders can improve their skills 
through training. All of us can 
respect speed limits and ride 
and drive sober.”

From 2018 through 2022, 
motorcycles made up just 3 per-
cent of the registered vehicles on 
Washington’s roads but account-
ed for 16 percent of all traffic 

fatalities (492 of 3,076), accord-
ing to the news release. In 2022 
alone, preliminary data shows 
132 motorcycle rider fatalities in 
Washington, possibly the most 
in a single year in the state’s his-
tory. This was a 43 percent in-
crease over 2021, per the release.

While about two-thirds of fa-
tal motorcycle crashes involved 
another vehicle, illegal and dan-
gerous actions by the rider in-
cluding speeding, losing control 
in corners and curves, improper 
passing, and riding under the 

influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs were the main contribut-
ing factors cited in these crashes.

“Summer events can bring 
thousands of people together 
from across our state,” Baldwin 
stated. “We want to ensure that 
everyone enjoys the weekend 
and arrives back home safely.”

In June 2022, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) released a 
study supporting the effective-
ness of law enforcement patrols 
in reducing unsafe driving be-

havior and crashes. 
“The Washington Traffic 

Safety Commission and partici-
pating law enforcement agencies 
condemn profiling. Trained and 
commissioned law enforcement 
officers will be conducting these 
patrols enforcing traffic viola-
tions as defined by Washington 
State laws,” the commission stat-
ed in a news release. 

For training videos and 
other information on the “It’s 
A Fine Line” motorcycle safety 
program in Washington, visit 

http://itsafineline.com/. 
These and all extra law en-

forcement patrols sponsored by 
Washington Traffic Safety Com-
mission are part of Target Zero 

— striving to end traffic deaths 
and serious injuries on Wash-
ington’s roadways, according to 
the news release. 

For more information, visit 
www.targetzero.com. 

Additional information on 
the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission can be found on 
the website, www.wtsc.wa.gov. 

State Traffic Safety Commission Announces Motorcycle 
Safety Patrols During Spring Opener Near Randle June 23-25

The Chronicle /  File Photo

The driver and passenger of a westbound motorcycle had to be flown by separate helicopters to regional trauma hospitals after crashing into a van that was making 
an improper turn, according to the Washington State Patrol, which responded to this scene along U.S. Highway 12 in 2012.

News in Brief
Washington State 
Planning Commissioner 
Resigns Over LGBTQ+ 
Comments
By Paige Cornwell

The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — A Sammamish 
planning commissioner who 
said LGBTQ+ people are "poi-
soning our kids," among other 
statements, has resigned amid 
condemnation from the city and 
residents.

Wassim Fayed said in com-
ments that drew fire after a 
Thursday meeting that LGBTQ+ 
people "spread diseases" and "are 
not a minority people who are 
disenfranchised." His roughly 
six-minute-long remarks, he 
said, were in response to diversi-
ty training the commission had 
received.

Fayed resigned Monday from 
his appointed position.

City officials and residents 
denounced the comments Tues-
day at the City Council's regu-
larly scheduled meeting, fol-
lowing the city's strong rebuke 
issued Monday as Fayed's re-
marks continued to circulate on 
social media.

Mayor Kali Clark, the city's 
first out LGBTQ+ council mem-
ber and mayor, said she felt em-
powered by the solidarity and 
outpouring of support from the 
community.

"To our youth, hate has no 
place here. To all of our resi-
dents, our city staff, leadership 

and our volunteers, hate has no 
place here," she said.

Reached Tuesday, Fayed said 
he never intended to insult any-
one but stands by his statements. 
He said he'd planned to resign 
beforehand because he didn't 
have time for his commissioner 
duties while running his busi-
nesses. He's the owner of Tanoor, 
a Lebanese restaurant with loca-
tions in Sammamish and Seattle.

"I resigned because I just 
didn't want to cause any ad-
ditional issues, but at the end 
of the day, even in my business, 
I have people who have been 
working for me who are openly 
part of the LGBT community, 
so we don't discriminate," Fayed 
said. "I have never discriminat-
ed against anyone."

The city added a disclaimer 
to the planning commission 
video, putting in a bar across 
the screen that says Fayed's com-
ments reflect his personal views 
and not those of city leadership.

"While we acknowledge the 
Commissioner's right to free 
speech, we were shocked to hear 
the comments made and we 
strongly condemn them," the 
city wrote in a statement. "These 
comments do not represent our 
city or community. The City of 
Sammamish is committed to 
fostering a welcoming and in-
clusive environment where hate 
has no place."

Fayed said during the meet-
ing that he was speaking from 
his perspective as a Muslim 
person and felt it was his duty 

"when I see certain things that 
are not appropriate and not 

right, to at least speak about 
it." At the end of his comments, 
another commissioner thanked 
him for speaking and building 
on their diversity training. The 
seven-member commission then 
moved to the next agenda item.

Dozens of people attended 
and spoke at Tuesday's City 
Council meeting; Clark said she 
had never before seen that many 
attendees pack into the meet-
ing room. Residents became 
emotional as they spoke against 
Fayed's comments.

"When he attacked the LG-
BTQ+ community, he attacked 
my family, my friends, my loved 
ones," resident Gestin Skaggs 
said.

Some praised city officials, 
though others were critical of 
the city and commissioners' im-
mediate response.

Hayley Gudgin, the president 
of Plateaupians for Peace, was 
joined by more than a dozen 
other members of the organi-
zation as she spoke during the 
meeting. She said the city should 
have addressed the statements 
immediately and questioned 
why no one spoke up during the 
Thursday meeting.

"Silence condones these atti-
tudes and causes untold damage 
to those targeted, and we cannot 
afford to stand by as our com-
munity members are attacked," 
she said.

Kerry Bosworth, a plan-
ning commissioner, said she 
was in shock and that while her 
thoughts were "running a mile a 
minute, my voice was not." She 
said she expressed her disap-

pointment after the meeting. 
Deputy Mayor Amy Lam said 
they've received apologies from 
commissioners.

Woman Accused of 
Torturing Four Children 
Charged With Nearly a 
Dozen Felonies
By The Bellingham Herald 

The Blaine woman accused 
of torturing four children over 
several years has been officially 
charged with nearly a dozen 
felonies and could face life in 
prison if convicted.

Tana Perkins Reneau, 51, 
was formally charged Tuesday 
in Whatcom County Superior 
Court with four counts of sec-
ond-degree child assault (do-
mestic violence); three counts 
of first-degree incest (domestic 
violence); one count of first-
degree child rape (domestic 
violence); one count of second-
degree child rape (domestic vio-
lence); one count of third-degree 
child rape (domestic violence), 
and one count of second-degree 
assault (domestic violence), all 
related to the years-long physi-
cal and sexual abuse of four chil-
dren, according to court records.

Each of the 11 felony charges 
includes at least three aggravat-
ing factors that would allow 
prosecutors to seek an excep-
tional prison sentence for Re-
neau above the standard range 
for her crimes.

For each of the felony charges 

Reneau is facing, prosecutors al-
lege that Reneau’s conduct dur-
ing the crimes manifested delib-
erate cruelty to the victims, that 
the crimes involved domestic 
violence and that the crimes were 
part of “an ongoing pattern of 
psychological, physical, or sexual 
abuse of a victim or multiple vic-
tims manifested by multiple inci-
dents over a prolonged period of 
time,” the court documents state.

Each of the assault charges 
state that Reneau intention-
ally assaulted the four children, 
which caused bodily harm 
greater than transient pain or 
minor temporary marks, to each 
of the children. The charges also 
include allegations that Reneau 
had previously engaged in a pat-
tern or practice of either assault-
ing the children creating bodily 
harm greater than transient 
pain or minor marks, or that the 
children were caused physical 
pain or agony “that is equivalent 
to that produced by torture,” the 
documents state.

The abuse of the children is 
alleged to have occurred from 
January 2020 through May 
2023, according to court records. 
Three of the four children are 
Black and Reneau, who is white, 
called them racial slurs, the 
court documents show.

Reneau has six children, four 
of whom are adopted.

Reneau, who is a former 
teacher and current candidate 
for the Blaine School Board, is 
currently incarcerated in the 
downtown Whatcom County 
Jail in lieu of $500,000 bail, jail 
records show.
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By Tribune News Service

Former President Don-
ald Trump was indicted on 37 
charges, including 31 counts of 
violations of the Espionage Act, 
as part of special counsel Jack 
Smith’s investigation into the 
mishandling of classified docu-
ments from the Trump White 
House

The 49-page indictment, re-
leased Friday by the Department 
of Justice, details that Trump 
stored boxes containing classi-
fied documents in various loca-
tions at Mar-a-Lago, his Florida 
estate, including a ballroom, a 
bathroom and shower, his office, 
his bedroom and a storage room.

According to the indictment, 
among the classified and top se-
cret records were details on for-
eign nations’ nuclear capabilities, 
as well as information regard-
ing defense and weapons capa-
bilities of both U.S. and foreign 
countries, U.S. nuclear programs, 
potential vulnerabilities of U.S. 
and allies to military attack, and 
plans for possible retaliation in 
response to an attack.

Trump is charged with will-
ful retention of national defense 
information; conspiracy to ob-
struct justice; withholding a doc-
ument or record; corruptly con-
cealing a document in a federal 
investigation; scheme to conceal; 
and false statements and repre-
sentations.

In a brief televised statement, 
Smith urged the public to read 
the indictment and said he was 
aiming for a speedy trial.

“The men and women of the 
United States intelligence com-
munity and our armed forces 
dedicate their lives to protect-
ing our nation and its people. 
Our laws that protect national 
defense information are critical 
to the safety and security of the 
United States and they must be 
enforced,” Smith said.

The indictment details two 
2022 instances in which Trump 
allegedly shared classified in-
formation with people without 
security clearances. The indict-
ment also confirms a CNN re-
port on the existence of a record-
ing in which Trump indicates 
understanding that he cannot 
declassify records after leaving 
office and acknowledges he pos-
sesses a classified record.

The investigation began af-
ter the National Archives found 
classified records in a batch of 
documents Trump returned a 
year after leaving office. Justice 
Department officials sought 
a subpoena demanding that 
Trump return any other classi-
fied material in his possession.

The indictment cites notes 
from a May 23 conversation be-
tween Trump and his lawyer 
Evan Corcoran in which Trump 
questioned whether he had to 
fully comply with the subpoena, 
including making the statements, 

“I don’t want anybody look-
ing through my boxes. I don’t 
want you looking through my 
boxes,” “Wouldn’t it be better if 
we just told them we don’t have 
anything here?” and, “Well look, 
isn’t it better if there are no docu-
ments?”

Trump’s legal team ultimately 
produced about three dozen ad-
ditional documents and a letter 
stating that a diligent search had 
turned up nothing more. But the 
indictment details that Trump’s 
lawyers didn’t have access to all 
of the records for their search.

The indictment states that be-
tween May 23, 2022, and June 2, 
2022 — during the window after 
the subpoena was issued but be-
fore Corcoran could review the 
documents — Trump’s personal 
aide Walt Nauta, at Trump’s di-
rection, moved 64 boxes out of 
the Mar-a-Lago storage room to 
Trump’s residence so the former 
president could personally go 
through the contents and that 
Nauta brought back only 30 box-
es to the storage room. This was 
hidden from Corcoran, accord-

ing to the indictment.
The Justice Department 

learned of the move and possibil-
ity that classified documents re-
mained at the estate and sought 
judicial approval of a search war-
rant. More than 100 documents 
with classified markings were 
found during an FBI search of 
Mar-a-Lago in August 2022.

Nauta was also indicted 
alongside Trump on charges of 
conspiracy to obstruct justice, 
withholding a document or re-
cord, corruptly concealing a doc-
ument in a federal investigation, 
scheming to conceal and making 
false statements and representa-
tions.

The former president defend-
ed Nauta, a Navy veteran who 
was frequently by Trump’s side 
in the White House, in a Truth 
Social post before the indictment 
was made public.

“He has done a fantastic job! 
They are trying to destroy his 
life, like the lives of so many oth-
ers, hoping that he will say bad 
things about ‘Trump,’” the for-
mer president said of Nauta.

The special counsel’s inves-
tigation has focused in part on 
Nauta, who is reportedly seen 
on surveillance video helping a 
maintenance worker move boxes 
from the storage room before the 
FBI executed a search warrant at 

Mar-a-Lago.
According to the indict-

ment, Nauta’s false statements 
include that he was not aware of 
Trump’s boxes being brought to 
the residence for review before 15 
boxes were sent to the National 
Archives, he did not know how 
boxes taken to the National Ar-
chives truck got to the residence, 
and, when asked whether he 
knew where Trump’s boxes had 
been stored before they were in 
his residence, Nauta falsely re-
sponded, “I wish I could tell you. 
I don’t know. I don’t — I honestly 
just don’t know.”

Trump announced in a social 
media post Thursday that he had 
been indicted in connection with 
his handling of the records and 
was ordered to appear in federal 
court in Miami on Tuesday af-
ternoon. The indictment comes 
nearly a year after more than 100 
documents with classified mark-
ings were found during the FBI‘s 
search of Mar-a-Lago in August 
2022.

The case appears to have been 
initially directed toward U.S. 
District Court Judge Aileen Can-
non, a Trump appointee who 
handled his lawsuit last year over 
the FBI search.

Trump has repeatedly denied 
any wrongdoing and claimed 
again late Thursday that he 

was innocent. On Friday he an-
nounced that he is shaking up 
his legal team, replacing attor-
neys Jim Trusty and John Row-
ley with New York-based Todd 
Blanche and a firm to be named 
later. Blanche is assisting with 
Trump’s other indictment on 
34 felony charges related to an 
alleged hush-money payment 
made to porn actor Stormy Dan-
iels in the final days of the 2016 
campaign.

Trusty and Rowley said in 
a joint statement that they re-
signed, calling it “a logical mo-
ment” to leave because the case 
had moved to Miami.

Trump and his allies quickly 
framed the new indictment as 
an attempt to diminish a politi-
cal opponent, with some such as 
Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Mo., misrep-
resenting the legal process.

“If the people in power can jail 
their political opponents at will, 
we don’t have a republic,” Hawley, 
a lawyer and former state attor-
ney general, tweeted.

Such claims disregard that 
it was a grand jury that recom-
mended the charges based on ev-
idence presented to it, and it will 
be a jury that decides Trump’s 
guilt or innocence on the charg-
es based on the evidence provid-
ed in court.

Trump Indicted on 37 Charges, Including Violations 
of Espionage Act, in Classified Documents Probe

Michael M. Santiago  / Getty Images/TNS

Former President Donald Trump speaks during a press conference at the Trump National Golf Club Bedminster on July 7, 2021 in Bedminster, New Jersey. 

By Tribune News Service

Given the chance to pounce, 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is 
instead backing his rival Don-
ald Trump, accusing the U.S. 
Department of Justice of parti-
san bias in charging the former 
president.

For political analysts, De-
Santis’ unwillingness to attack 
Trump over his legal problems 
showcases the influence Trump 
retains with Republican vot-
ers, who are siding with him as 
he faces criminal charges in two 
different jurisdictions.

DeSantis must challenge 
Trump for the GOP presidential 
nomination but not in a way that 
will alienate Republicans who 
voted for him for president, said 
Gregory Koger, a political scien-
tist at the University of Miami.

“From his point of view, it 
doesn’t necessarily make sense 
to come out swinging at Trump 
but rather let the sheer fact of 
the news itself and the attacks of 
other candidates do the work he 
does not want to do,” Koger said.

DeSantis joined other Repub-
licans in criticizing the federal in-
dictment over Trump’s handling 
of classified records as a partisan 
witch hunt, rather than going 
after a candidate who now faces 
criminal charges in two juris-
dictions and could be politically 
wounded in a general election.

“The weaponization of fed-
eral law enforcement represents 
a mortal threat to a free society,” 

DeSantis tweeted just hours af-
ter news of the federal criminal 
charges broke Thursday night. 

“We have for years witnessed an 
uneven application of the law 
depending upon political affili-
ation. Why so zealous in pursu-
ing Trump yet so passive about 
Hillary or Hunter? The DeSantis 
administration will bring ac-
countability to the DOJ, excise 
political bias and end weapon-
ization once and for all.”

DeSantis, who is reportedly 
on a Texas fundraising trip, did 
not address in his tweet accu-
sations from prosecutors that 
Trump hid sensitive documents 
and misled investigators.

The classified materials in-
volved military secrets and is-
sues of national security, such as 
a document detailing the nuclear 
capabilities of a foreign country, 
according to the indictment un-
sealed Friday.

The former president says he 
has done nothing wrong.

Koger expects Trump will see 
a short-term benefit from his lat-
est legal troubles as supporters 
rally behind him and donations 
pour in.

But as time passes, Republi-
can voters may start to question 
whether Trump can defeat Presi-
dent Joe Biden as a twice-indict-
ed candidate, although a “sizable” 
base will stick with him no mat-
ter what happens, Koger said.

Privately, DeSantis told do-
nors last month that he is the 

only candidate who can beat 
Biden, according to a report by 
The New York Times.

“They just want a vehicle they 
can get behind ... but ... there’s 
just too many voters that don’t 
view Trump as that vehicle,” De-
Santis said on a call that a Times 
reporter listened in on. 

Defying conventional politi-
cal thinking, getting indicted is 
actually helping Trump with 
Republican voters who see the 
charges as political and without 
merit, said Aubrey Jewett, a po-
litical scientist at the University 
of Central Florida.

“I think DeSantis is aware that 
is where the Republican base is. ... 
If he were to attack Trump over 
this, it would probably hurt him, 
not help him,” Jewett said.

Trump widened his lead over 
DeSantis after he was charged 
in March in Manhattan with 
falsifying business records, he 
said. That case involves accusa-
tions that Trump paid $130,000 

in hush money to an adult film 
actress before the 2016 election.

DeSantis took a similar ap-
proach to those charges, attack-
ing Manhattan District Attorney 
Alvin Bragg. But DeSantis also 
said he couldn’t speak to “pay-
ing hush money to a porn star to 
secure silence over some type of 
alleged affair,” a comment per-
ceived as a slight by some Trump 
supporters for which DeSantis 
took some heat.

Trump also is facing an inves-
tigation into potential election 
interference in Georgia.

Even if he is convicted, no le-
gal obstacles would stop Trump 
from continuing his campaign, 
Jewett said.

“Theoretically, he could even 
be in jail and be elected presi-
dent,”  Jewett said.

The socialist Eugene V. Debs 
received nearly 1 million votes 
for president while he was in 
prison in 1920 for urging people 
to resist the military draft.

The 14th Amendment does 
disqualify any person from serv-
ing as president who previously 
held public office, swore an oath 
to the U.S. Constitution and “en-
gaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or 
comfort to the enemies thereof.”

That provision was applied in 
the aftermath of the Civil War to 
former Confederate officials and 
can be lifted by a two-thirds vote 
of each house of Congress.

As a leading candidate facing 

criminal charges, Trump is tak-
ing the country into “undiscov-
ered territory,” Koger said.

“Can you be president from 
a New York state jail? I’d like to 
think we’d never find out — that 
the Republican Party would not 
nominate someone in that situa-
tion,” Koger said.

Other GOP contenders took a 
different approach than DeSan-
tis. Former Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson called on Trump to 
end his campaign, saying the on-
going criminal proceedings will 
be a “major distraction.”

Former New Jersey Gov. 
Chris Christie, a Trump ally-
turned-critic, said he would re-
serve judgment until more facts 
are revealed while adding “no 
one is above the law.”

Other candidates, such as for-
mer South Carolina Gov. Nikki 
Haley and Sen. Tim Scott, took a 
strategy similar to DeSantis.

Biden and former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence also had clas-
sified documents at their homes, 
but their representatives say the 
documents were promptly turned 
over to the authorities when they 
were discovered. The Justice De-
partment informed Pence it won’t 
charge Pence, while a special 
counsel is investigating Biden’s 
handling of classified documents.

Pence, who is seeking the 
presidential nomination in 2024, 
said he didn’t want to see his 
former boss charged over the re-
cords.

DeSantis Faces Balancing Act in Backing Trump, Experts Say
‘‘The weaponization 

of federal law 
enforcement 

represents a mortal 
threat to a free society.’’ 

Ron DeSantis
Florida governor
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GET FUZZY by Darby Conley 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

RHYMES WITH ORANGE by Hilary B. Price

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

HERMAN by Jim Unger

DENNIS THE  by Hank
MENACE  Ketcham

SHOE by Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly

PICKLES by Brian Crane

CLASSIC PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

BLONDIE by Dean Young & John Marshall

FRANK & ERNEST by Bob Thaves

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

HI & LOIS by Greg & Brian Walker

B.C. by Mastroianni & Hart

WIZARD OF ID by Parker & Hart

BEETLE BAILEY by Greg, Brian & Neal Walker

TAKE IT FROM THE TINKERSONS by Bill Bettwy
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FREE: River rock.
360- 269-8888

NEED SIGNS FOR
YOUR BUSINESS???

Call Sign Pro!
360-736-6322

Starting June 1st thru
June 27th, taking pre-
paid orders online only
at yakimavalleyfruitand
produce.com. Pick up
Saturday, July 1st 1:30
to 5:30pm at Centraia
Food Mart. Bring Valid
ID & copy of your order.
Bing & Rainier cherries
will be available at the
end of June. For infor-
mation only 509-
424-0264.

Want your event in
The Chronicle's
Community
Calendar?

Email your event to:
matthew

@chronline.com

Part-Time
Administrative

Assistant
Riverside Fire Authority is
seeking to employ an
energetic and highly re-
sponsible individual for an
Administrative Assistant
position approximately 3
days week. The position
performs accounts payable
duties and a variety of daily
clerical tasks requiring ini-
tiative, independent deci-
sion making and exempla-
ry work performance. Visit
http:/www.riversidefire.net
©mployment for the re-
cruitment posting, applica-
tion and classification de-
scription.

Call The Chronicle
at 360-736-3311

and place your ad
HERE

t

UP LATE?
Need to

place an ad?
Place your ad on
chronline.com

Adding your ad in the Nisqually Valley News in Yelm, WA 

Ask
Us About

DO YOU NEED
BUSINESS CARDS?

Call Sign Pro,
360-736-6322

1 CLASSIFIED 1
DEADLINES

\ Monday, 11:00 a.m.
for Tuesday's paper.

\ Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.
for Thursday's paper.

\ Friday, 11:00 a.m. for
Saturday's paper.

To place your ad,
call 360-736-3311!

classifieds@chronline.com

ORDER YOUR
SIGN TODAY!

Choose from one of
our samples in the
office, or have one

personalized!
Call Sign Pro!
360-736-6322

All real estate advertised
herein is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limi-
tation or discrimination."

We will not knowingly
accept any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law. All
persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings
advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

NOW HIRING
Wanted experienced
meat cutter. Salary de-
pends on experience.
Drop Resume off at
Fullers Shop N Kart.

Go to chronline.com
to place your

ad online,
just 6 easy steps from

the convenience of
your own home.

Caucasian gentlemen,
seeking a women for dat-
ing & companionship,
races open, a plus if
African American, non-
smoker, non drinker, with a
body build medium to full
figure to plus size, very
voluptuous with all the
curves in the right area.
Barry Bille, 253-442-5670.

BASEMENT SALE!
Sat Only,

June 10, 10-4.
First Christian Church

111 NW Prindle St.,
Chehalis, WA 98532.
Donated proceeds will

benefit the
SHOEBOX PROJECT.

ROCHESTER
COWGIRLS'
YARD SALE!

Sat Only,
June 10, 9-4.

12402 Hunter Rd SW,
Rochester,WA 98579.

Ladies Wester shirts, horse
tack, ladies fashion cloth-
ing, various artist-signed
hand-thrown pottery,
elderly-assist items, craft
supplies, housewares,
books, rabbit cages & Rex
rabbit. THIS IS THE
GOOD STUFF!

GOLDENDOODLES

F2b Goldendoodle pups
available June 20th. Medi-
um size between 45-52lbs.
Will be UTD with vaccina-
tions. Call or text for more
info. 360-688-0995

Tractor Works
Garden rototiller 60 inch,
Troy Bilt for small, hard to
access gardens. Brush
hogging 60 inch, mowing,
back hoe work, stump
removal, brush clearing,
trenching, ditches, quality
work for a reasonable
price, 360-827-0304.

HAVE
YOU

HEARD?
You can get
your ad into

The Reflector &
The Nisqually
Valley News.

Call us at
360-736-3311
to ask how!

GET ON THE WAITING
LIST FOR LAB PUPPIES

5 males & 5 females,
father is registered, mother
is not. $500, available July

1st. Call 360-983-3522.

Looking to rent or
lease rent or lease a
16-26 ft refrigerated
van, trailer or truck.
June - Sept. 1 to 2
weekends per month.
Call after 4:30 pm or
leave a message
509-424-8264.

ONALASKA
GARAGE SALE!

Sat Only,
June 10, 11-3.
233 Fickett Rd,

Onalaska, WA 98570.
Fitation Rock N Fit, paper
shredder, solid oak dining
table with 4 chairs, Sentry
safe, 4 dressers. recliner.
Delonghi portable air con-
ditioner & 2 fans.

YARD SALE!
Sat Only,

June 10, 8-2.
1820 Westside Cr,

Centralia, WA 98531.
3 generations combining
household.

Dexi Doormat/
Kitchen Rugs

Geometric design, ma-
chine wash & dry,
brown/white & taupe color,
six 32x48, four 24x36, four
20x32, like new, 1/2 price
for all $225. 360-748-2208
between 10am-4pm.

PRESSURE WASHING
It's that time of year again
for all your pressure wash-
ing needs. Cascade Pres-
sure Washing. Check out
our website. Shauna
360-623-9620 or Glen, (lo-
cal) 503-899- 9055.

GET THIS AD
FOR $30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Fred Taylor

For availability or to reserve this space 
call (360) 736-8294

Lisa Taylor

GET THIS AD 
FOR $75

360-736-3311
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Calkins Estate Auction
Lee and Ellen Calkins were lifetime Lewis County Residents,

Owners of Lee's Lineup & Antique Tractor Collector
Online only bidding: Wed June 14th thru Wed, June 21st

Go to: clmauctions.hibid.com to register
Preview in Person on Sat, June 17th 9am-4pm

1269 Koontz Rd, Chehalis, WA 98532
Pay and pickup one day only: Sat, June 24th

Auction will be online and ready to view by June7th
Bidding will start on June 14th, online auction starts to close in

lot# order at 6pm on Wednesday, June 21st
10% buyers premium on all items—except JD 2032
NO SALES TAX—except for items that have titles

Some Highlights of Online Auction:
JD 420 CRAWLER, MUSEUM QUALITY SN 127576
JD MODEL AO TRACTOR SN 263079
JD 420W 2 ROW UTILITY TRACTOR SN 130709
JD 730 TRACTOR SN 732291
JD 40C CRAWLER SN 68170
JD MODEL B TRACTOR, TRI GEAR SN 230567
JD 2032R, HST, 32HP, W/LDR, ONLY 87 HRS, W/BACKHOE ATCH SN
1LV2032RADH110882
MCCORMICK FARMALL SUPER M TRACTOR, SN F7827J
FERGUSON TRACTOR, SN TO122976,FARMALL CUB TRACTOR SN 67593
CASE 450 TRAC LOADER, 90 HP, DIESEL, 5084 HRS
2000 FORD F250 XLT XCAB, 7.3L DIESEL, 213k MILES, ONE OWNER
1982 5TH WHEEL TRAILER, 18' W/ 4' BEAVERTAIL, 1992 FLATBED
TRAILER, 16', TWO LARGE SNAP ON AND MAC TOOLS ROLLING TOOL
CHESTS FULL OF QUALITY TOOLS, 1954 FORD F800, LAND PRIDE 5FT
BACK BLADE W/RIPPERS, FRONTIER RT 11527 ROTOTILLER 5', JD
GROOMING MOWER, 5FT, JD 2 BOT TAG PLOW, JD 3BOT PLOW, JD
CYCLEBAR MOWER, PTO POST AUGER, BRUSHHOG 5', MANY OLD JD
IMPLEMENTS, LOTS OF OLD TRACTOR PARTS, COLLECTABLE JD ITEMS,
WHITE MOUNTAIN PTO ICE CREAM FREEZER, ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE
COLLECTABLES AND GLASSWARE
LOTS TO SEE: ALL ITEMS WILL BE LISTED WITH DESCRIPTIONS AND
PICTURES ONLINE…

Sale managed by: Chehalis Livestock Market 360-748-3191

www.wnpa.com

Need to
access an
archived

legal?

Washington
Newspaper
Association
has it for 

you
at

C
C

106127ac.dj

126276 NTC: Reich

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
DOROTHY AVIS REICH,

Deceased.
No. 23-4-00180-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
[RCW 11.40.030]

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as
Personal Representative of
this Estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Personal
Representative's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the Decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
May 27, 2023.
/s/
Loretta Rippee,
Personal Representative
ATTORNEYS FOR ESTATE:
Mark C. Sheibmeir
WSBA #12059
Scheibmeir, Kelly & Nelson,
P.S.
299 N. W. Center Street
P.O. Box 939
Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: (360) 748-3386
Fax: (360) 748-3387

Published: The Chronicle
May 27, 2023
June 3 & 10, 2023

126432 Budget Extension

BUDGET
EXTENSION HEARING

The Napavine School Board of
Directors will hold a hearing for
the purpose of adopting
2022-2023 General Fund
Budget Extension in the June
26, 2023 board meeting, at
6:00 pm in the District Board
Room. All interested persons
are invited to attend and any
person may speak for or
against any part of said budget
extension. Copies of the budg-
et extension will be available in
the district office.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS OF NAPA-
VINE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.
14.

Shane Schutz
Dated: June 1, 2023

Published: The Chronicle
June 10 & 17, 2023

1981 Honda XL 185
Enduro, new tires, low
mileage, exempt plates,
$1500  OBO.  360 -
520-5088.

H-28 Sailboat
$10k, 360-880-8370

Boat is in my driveway.

126521 NTC: Hancock

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON IN
AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF LEWIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
DENNIS J. HANCOCK,

Deceased.
NO. 23-4-00165-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
personal representative or the
personal representative's attor-
ney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
personal representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020 (1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in sec-
tion 11 of this act and RCW
11.40.060. This bar is effective
as to claims against both the
decedent's probate and non-
probate assets.
Date of filing copy of Notice to
Creditors 5/05/2023
Date of first publication
June 10, 2023
/s/ Victoria Welch
VICTORIA WELCH
Personal Representative
c/o ALTHAUSER RAYAN
ABBARNO, LLP

126498 Notice to Bidders

Notice to Bidders
Lewis Conservation

District Chehalis,
Washington

ASRP Riparian Area
 Planting 2023
Sealed Bids will be re-
ceived for the ASRP Ri-
parian Area Planting
2023 at the office of the
Lewis Conservation Dis-
trict, located at 2057 SW
Salsbury Avenue, Cheha-
lis, WA 98532 until June
27, 2023, no later than 3
p.m. at which time bids will
be publicly opened and
read. A mandatory job
show will be held at the
site on June 21st at 9 a.m.
Site address is 160 Lost
Valley Rd, Curtis, WA
98538. Attendance at the
job show is required for bid
submission.
Major Bid Items will in-
clude: Site Preparation,
Planting, and Wire Cages.
The plants will be supplied.
Plans, Specifications,
Addenda, Bidders List,
and Plan Holders List for
this project will be available
at Lewis Conservation Dis-
trict Office, 2057 SW Sals-
bury Ave, Rm 36, Cheha-
lis, WA. Contact Nikki
Atkins, Lewis Conservation
District at 360-996-4560
should you require assis-
tance.
All Bid Proposals shall be
accompanied by a bid
proposal deposit in the
form of a Cash, Cashier's
Check, Certified Check in
an amount equal to five
percent (5%) of such bid
proposal. The Proposal
Bond shall be on DOT
form 272-001 revised
01/2020 for Local Agency
Use. Should the successful

126431 NTC: Bullinger

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
NEAL A. BULLINGER,

Deceased.
No. 23-4-00193-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
[RCW 11.40.030]

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed and has qualified as
Personal Representative of
this Estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must, before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the Personal
Representative or the Personal
Representative's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against the Decedent's probate
and non-probate assets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
June 10, 2023.
/s/
Michael R. O'Neill,
Personal Representative
ATTORNEYS FOR ESTATE
Brian J. Kelly
WSBA #7270
Scheibmeir, Kelly & Nelson,
P.S.
299 N. W. Center Street
P.O. Box 939
Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone: (360) 748-3386

Published: The Chronicle
June 10, 17 & 24, 2023

MULTI-FAMILY
GARAGE SALE!

Sat & Sun,
June 10 & 11, 8-5.

1703 SW Kelly Ave,
Chehalis, WA 98532.

Bike, rack, furniture, wood-
en arch, fishing, pots plus
more!

126379 NTC: Mohoric

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON IN
AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF LEWIS
In the Matter of

the Estate of
LOUISE MOHORIC,

Deceased.
NO. 23-4-00174-21

NON-PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.42.030

The notice agent named below
has elected to give notice to
creditors of the above-named
decedent. As of the date of the
filing of a copy of this notice
with the court, the notice agent
has no knowledge of any other
person acting as notice agent
or of the appointment of a
personal representative of the
decedent's estate in the state
of Washington. According to
the records of the court as are
available on the date of the
filing of this notice with the
court, a cause number regard-
ing the decedent has not been
issued to any other notice
agent and a personal repre-
sentative of the decedent's
estate has not been appointed.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.42.070 by serving on or
mailing to the notice agent or
the notice agent's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court in which the notice
agent's declaration and oath
were filed. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the notice
agent served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.42.020(2)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.42.050 and 11.42.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
Date of first publication
May 27, 2023
/s/ Bernice J. Craig
BERNICE J. CRAIG
Co-Trustee
/s/ Nancy L. Thomas
NANCY L. THOMAS
Co-Trustee
c/o ALTHAUSER RAYAN
ABBARNO, LLP
114 W. Magnolia;
P. O. Box 210
Centralia, WA 98531
Telephone: (360) 736-1301
Subsequent Publications:
June 3, 2023
June 10, 2023

Published: The Chronicle
May 27, 2023
June 3 & 10, 2023

114 W. Magnolia;
P. O. Box 210
Centralia, WA 98531
Telephone: (360) 736-1301
Subsequent Publications:
June 17, 2023
June 24, 2023

Published: The Chronicle
June 8, 15 & 22, 2023

bidder fail to enter into
such contract and furnish
satisfactory performance
bond within the time stated
in the Specifications, the
bid proposal shall be forfei-
ted to Lewis Conservation
District.
All Bid Proposals shall be
on forms from Lewis Con-
servation District. Paper
bids shall be sealed and
placed in an envelope, with
the indication on the bot-
tom left corner of said
envelope, the project
name, name of bidder,
and date and time of
opening, and then deliv-
ered to the Lewis Conser-
vation District on or before
the day and hour of the
above mentioned bid open-
ing.
Lewis Conservation Dis-
trict reserves the right to
accept or reject bids on
each item separately or as
a whole, to reject any and
all bids, to waive informali-
ties and to contract as to
the best interest of the
Lewis Conservation Dis-
trict.
Dated this 7th day of June
2023. Nikki Atkins, Water-
shed Liaison, Lewis Con-
servation District, Chehalis,
WA (360)996-4560 .

Published: The Chronicle
June 10, 2023

126517 NTC: Doan

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
FOR LEWIS COUNTY,

WASHINGTON
ESTATE OF

Pearl Elizabeth Doan,
Deceased.

NO: 23-4-00210-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
(RCW 11.40.030)

LaDAWN E. WHITE has been
appointed as Executor ator of
this estate. Any person having
a claim against the decedent
must before the time the claim
would be barred by any
otherwise applicable statute of
limitations, present the claim in
the manner as provided in
RCW 11.40.070 by serving on
or mailing to the executor or
the executor's attorney at the
address stated below, a copy
of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) thirty days after the execu-
tor served or mailed the notice
to the creditor as provided
under RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or
(2) four months after the date
of first publication of the notice.
If the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
June 10, 2023.
Roberta Church,
WSBA # 26842
Attorney for the Executor
331 NW Park Street,
Chehalis, WA 98532
Phone 360-740-1648
Fax: 360-345-1209

Published: The Chronicle
June 10, 17 & 24, 2023

126438 Notice of Public
Hearing

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE is hereby given that
the Centralia City Council will
hold a public hearing to
consider the City's Six Year
Transportation Improvement
Program (STIP) 2024-2029.
Said Public Hearing will be
held at seven o'clock (7:00)
p.m. on 13, 2023, in the
Council chambers of City Hall,
118 West Maple Street, Cen-
tralia, Washington.

Interested persons may appear
remotely or in person and be
heard at said hearing or written
comments may be submitted
to the City Clerk, P.O. Box
609, Centralia, Washington
98531, by email kmcconnell
@cityofcentralia.com or in per-
son at Centralia City Hall not
later than 5:00 p.m. on June
13, 2022.

The public should check the
City's official website, www.cit
yofcentralia.com, for instruc-
tions on how to view and/or
hear the meeting remotely. To
receive a copy of the proposed
2024-2029 STIP, please con-
tact Patty Page, P.E., City
Engineer, at (360) 330-7512 or
b y  e - m a i l  a t p p a g e
@cityofcentralia.com.

The City provides reasonable
accommodations to persons
with disabilities. We invite any
person with special needs to
contact the City Clerk at (360)
330-7670 at least seventy-two
(72) hours prior to the meeting
to discuss any special accom-
modations that may be neces-
sary.

Published: The Chronicle
June 3 & 10, 2023

Estate/Yard/
Shop Sale

Fri & Sat,
June 9 & 10, 10-6.

108 Ryan Dr,
Chehalis, WA 98532.

Up Logan Hill, turn on
Patee , then left on Ryan
Dr, first house on right.
See sighns/balloons.
TOOLS (automotive, shop
& antique). large BBQ,
deck storage box, genera-
tor, Seahawks clothes &
collectibles, porcelain dolls,
lots of Christmas & other
holiday decor, men's &
women's clothes, lady's
purses, table linens, home
decor, books, kitchen
items, office supplies, vari-
ous crystal & glassware,
boxed games, water cool-
er. Also have an 8x10
storage shed.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19)

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20)

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
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GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22)
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CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
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Northwest News Roundup
Rare, Endangered 
Sunflower Sea Stars 
Found on Oregon Coast
By The Oregonian

It’s always exciting to spot a 
sea star in the tide pools of the 
Oregon coast, but one recent 
discovery in particular has re-
searchers especially thrilled.

Oregon Coast Aquarium 
staff recently discovered a group 
of 25 critically endangered sun-
flower sea stars in Yaquina Bay, 
the Newport aquarium said in 
a news release Thursday, giving 
hope for the species future in 
Oregon.

Like the more common 
ochre sea stars (which are re-
lated but have far fewer arms), 
the sunflower sea stars were 
decimated by a deadly wasting 
disease that spread across the 
Oregon coast between 2013 and 
2017. The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
estimates 90% of the population 
fell to the disease, the aquarium 
said.

In Yaquina Bay, researchers 
found one adult and 24 juvenile 
sunflower stars, the largest mea-
suring six inches across. Adults 
can grow up to four feet across 
with as many as 26 arms.

Sunflower sea stars are con-
sidered a keystone species, the 
aquarium said, helping keep-
ing urchin populations in check 
and therefore preventing the de-
struction of kelp forests that act 
as nurseries for other marine life.

Oregon Coast Aquarium 
aquarist Tiffany Rudek, who 
was on the team measuring the 
stars, has spent years working 
on treatments for sea stars suf-
fering from wasting disease. 
This discovery is just one part of 
the research she’s been conduct-
ing with other organizations.

“To come across not one, but 
twenty five sunflower stars?” 
Rudek said. “It’s incredible. It’s 
unprecedented. I am so excited 
about what this could mean for 
the species.”

1,000 Misdemeanor 
Cases to Be Dismissed 
After Demise of Seattle 
Community Court
By The Seattle Times

The latest iteration of Seattle 
Community Court was meant 
to quickly resolve low-level mis-
demeanor cases, connect de-
fendants to social services and 
require public restitution by way 
of community service.

It took 2 1/2  years for Seat-
tle Municipal Court judges, the 
City Attorney’s Office and King 
County Department of Public 
Defense to a hammer out a deal 
creating the collaborative court 

— and roughly the same amount 
of time for it to fall apart.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
and resulting jail booking re-
strictions appear to have been 
the main culprits in the demise 
of what’s commonly referred 
to as Community Court 3.0. 
Launched in August 2020, the 
court was premised on the idea 
that eligible defendants would 
be released from jail after opting 
into the program and resolve 
their cases within 60 days of ar-
raignment.

That largely didn’t happen.
Why it didn’t happen, the ef-

fectiveness of the program and 
even the number of participants 
are points of dispute.

But what’s clear is that un-
der the Community Court’s 
operating agreement, any of 
the parties could pull out at any 
time — which is what the City 
Attorney’s Office did last month, 
signaling the end of the once-
promising alternative to lockup.

That decision was driven by 
the City Attorney’s Office’s find-
ings that most defendants “fail 
to engage with court resources, 
fail to resolve their cases, and 
never perform even the minimal 
6 hours of community service” 
central to the agreement, the 
office’s criminal division chief 
said in a May 26 letter to Mu-
nicipal Court judges and Public 
Defender Anita Khandelwal.

Over the nearly three years 
the court has operated, “Seattle 
has seen a marked increase in 
misdemeanor crimes such as 

theft, trespass and property 
destruction — all crimes that 
are mandated to be diverted to 
Community Court under the 
existing agreement,” says the 
letter from the City Attorney’s 
Office, which prosecutes misde-
meanor and gross misdemeanor 
crimes in Seattle. The King 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office handles felony cases.

The five-page letter — au-
thored by Natalie Walton-An-
derson, the criminal division 
chief — served as notice that 
come Monday, no new cases will 
be routed to Community Court, 
and any outstanding cases that 
can’t be resolved in the next 
three months will be prosecuted 
in mainstream Municipal Court.

Going forward, city attor-
neys will shift to a prefiling di-
version model for people consid-
ered most likely to engage with 
service providers. Four organi-
zations signed contracts with 
the city last week to provide so-
cial services to those eligible to 
have their cases diverted out of 
traditional court.

City attorneys will also dis-
miss roughly 1,000 misdemean-
or cases filed before Jan. 1, 2022, 
the date City Attorney Ann Da-
vison took office after defeating 
her predecessor, Pete Holmes, 
who held the role for 12 years.

Fisherman Finds Dead 
Body Tied to Pierce 
County Missing Person 
Case in Lake, Police Say
By The News Tribune

A fisherman found a dead 
body Thursday morning in 
Waughop Lake, according to the 
Lakewood Police Department. 
Police said they believe it’s con-
nected to a missing person case 
in the city.

Police issued few details 
about the incident. The cause 
and circumstances of the man’s 
death are not yet known. In a 
Facebook post, the police de-
partment said its Major Crimes 
Unit and the Pierce County 
medical examiner are investi-
gating.

After the remains were dis-
covered, police and West Pierce 
Fire & Rescue crews responded 
to remove them from the water. 
The Fire Department responded 
to the lake shortly after 6 a.m. 
Police said the man looked to be 
in his 30s. He has not been pub-
licly identified.

It’s unclear what missing 
person case the body is thought 
to be tied to, or what the connec-
tion is. A police spokesperson 
was not immediately available 
to comment. Waughop Lake is 
an approximately 30-acre body 
of water in Fort Steilacoom Park, 
just off of Steilacoom Boulevard 
Southwest.

Longtime Sen. John 
McCoy, Champion of 
Indigenous Rights, Dies
By The Seattle Times 

OLYMPIA — Former state 
Sen. John McCoy, a Democrat 
who during his 17-year tenure in 
the Legislature worked to boost 
K-12 education, protect the envi-
ronment and expand the rights 
of Indigenous people, died Tues-
day. He was 79.

Born on the Tulalip Reserva-
tion in the midst of the second 
World War, McCoy would grow 
up to embark on a military ca-
reer that took him around the 
world.

But in the 1990s, he returned 
to Washington, serving his com-
munity first in tribal govern-
ment and eventually in the state 
Legislature, where he champi-
oned Native peoples’ rights and 
other needs of his constituents.

“Everybody asks, what’s your 
toughest job?” McCoy said in 
a speech in 2009, six years into 
his legislative career. “My tough-
est job is serving two sovereigns. 
And if, at the end of the day, if I 
did no harm to either, I’ve had a 
great day.”

He said he was committed to 
representing his district beyond 
the Tulalip Reservation.

“People like to label me the 
representative from Indian 
country,” McCoy said. “I think 
I’ve proven that I represent all 

the citizens within my district.”
Teri Gobin, chairwoman 

of the Tulalip Tribes, said Mc-
Coy was “a great advocate” for 
tribes locally and throughout 
the country. She said he took 
the time to listen and share his 
knowledge with his colleagues 
in the Legislature.

“That was what made a dif-
ference,” Gobin said. “He would 
listen and he would hear the 
challenges facing Indian coun-
try and treaty rights, and bring 
us forward so he could make 
others understand it, where usu-
ally it was us from the outside 
trying to go in and explain it to 
representatives or senators.”

“But having him there helped 
bring our issues forward a little 
bit better,” she said.

McCoy was born in 1943, the 
eldest of five children. His father 
was in the Navy, and in a March 
2022 interview for the Tulalip 
History Project, McCoy recalled 
attending 14 different K-12 
schools throughout his child-
hood. The day after his high 
school graduation, his cousin 
drove him back to Washington, 
where he worked as a fisherman.

“As you know, fishing around 
here is hard work,” McCoy told 

“Hibulb Conversations” host 
Mytyl Hernandez in the Tulalip 
History Project interview, add-
ing, “And quite honestly, I got 
tired of being cold and wet all 
the time.”

But a strong work ethic 
would propel him through de-
cades of public service, which 
began in November 1961, when 
he joined the U.S. Air Force, 
working in Texas, Turkey and 
Germany in the following years.

Proud Boy Accused in 
Jan. 6 Attack Says Antifa 
and ‘Left Wing’ Groups 
Are to Blame
By The Tri-City Herald

The lawyer for a Pendleton 
Proud Boys member accused of 
aiding in the Jan. 6 attack on the 
U.S. Capitol is saying the blame 
should actually fall on antifa 
and other left-wing groups.

In a 93-page response filing 
in the District of Columbia’s 
civil suit, California attorney 
John M. Pierce makes the case 
that Jonathanpeter Klein, 23, 
and other members of the Proud 
Boys and Oath Keepers did not 
come prepared to cause violence, 
but were instead anticipating it 
from left-wing agitators.

He also denies that an attack 
on the Capitol building or insur-
rection by Pro-Trump groups 
ever took place.

Klein, who is also facing 
separate criminal charges, is ac-
cused of participating in the riot 
as part of an organized attempt 
by Proud Boys and Oath Keep-
ers to stop the certification of 
the 2020 election.

Pierce, who has been de-
scribed as Pro-Trump and 
MAGA attorney, is representing 
more than a dozen people in the 
District of Columbia’s civil suit 
against the organization. He 
was previously in the spotlight 
after being fired from Kyle Rit-
tenhouse’s defense team.

The filing is one of many 
received by the court recently, 
after senior leadership of the 
Proud Boys were convicted of 
seditious conspiracy in May.

Members of leadership of the 
Oath Keepers, including found-
er Stewart Rhodes, also were 
convicted of seditious conspira-
cy in late 2022 and early 2023.

Klein’s Alleged Role
Klein is awaiting trial in a 

federal criminal case, along with 
his brother, Matthew Klein, 26. 
His brother also is charged in 
the attack, but is not part of the 
civil suit.

Earlier filings described 
Klein as an active participant, 
who helped Proud Boys, Oath 
Keepers and other rioters breach 
the Capitol building. He is a self-
admitted member of the Proud 
Boys, a far-right organization 
that has gained notoriety for 
violence at protests.

Court documents say Klein 
was using a police barrier as a 
makeshift ladder to help others 
scale the wall of the building 
away from the main staircase.

“After pushing their way past 
another barricade, Proud Boys 
member Defendant Klein ob-
tained and used the police bar-
ricade to help others climb the 
Capitol walls and gain access to 
an external stairwell,” said the 
initial complaint documents.

In the filing Klein largely de-
nies participation in, or knowl-
edge of, most of the the District’s 
complaints, to the point of stat-
ing “Klein is unaware of a Janu-
ary 6th Attack” in one instance.

The document is broken 
down into responses to each 
of the hundreds of paragraphs 
in the complaint, with denials 
or admissions of statements in 
each section.

Seven Men Arrested 
in Stevens County for 
Child Sex Crimes
By The Spokesman-Review 

Seven Washington men were 
arrested over the course of sev-
eral days in Stevens County on 
child sex charges as part of an 
operation involving several law 
enforcement agencies.

The Stevens County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s Office will 
review the cases to determine 
which criminal charges should 
be filed. The primary crimes 
investigated are attempted child 
rape, communication with a mi-
nor for immoral purposes, sex-
ual exploitation of a minor and 
attempted commercial sexual 
abuse of a minor, according to 
a press release from the Stevens 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

Law enforcement arrested 
Thomas Riehl, of Ellensburg; 
Spencer Voice and Matthew 
Roque, both of Colville; Scott 
Jackson and Kaleb Grimm, both 
of Addy; Travis Hiibner, of Spo-
kane Valley; and Jason Frank, of 
Spokane, the sheriff ’s office said.

“Offenders who prey on chil-
dren are some of the most diffi-
cult and heinous crimes we face, 
and going after these specific 
cases can carry a heavier bur-
den,” Stevens County Prosecutor 
Erika George said in the release. 

“But these law enforcement agen-
cies face that head-on and are 
relentless and dedicated to send-
ing the message that the exploi-
tation and abuse of children will 
not be tolerated. The Stevens 
County Prosecutor’s Office will 
continue to support these opera-
tions to ensure the safety of chil-
dren in our community.”

The operation was spear-
headed by the Stevens County 
Sheriff ’s Office, Homeland Se-
curity Investigations, Washing-
ton State Patrol’s Eastern Wash-
ington Missing and Exploited 
Children Task Force and Inter-
net Crimes Against Children af-
filiates. The prosecutor’s office, 
U.S. Border Patrol Colville Sta-
tion and Othello, Spokane and 
Caldwell, Idaho, police depart-
ments were also involved.

“Internet crimes against chil-
dren are at an all-time high and 
targeting the individuals that 
prey on our youth is an abso-
lute high priority for the Stevens 
County Sheriff ’s Office,” Sheriff 
Brad Manke said in the release. 

“This operation was aimed at 
protecting our vulnerable chil-
dren and making our communi-
ties safer.”

Anyone with information 
on the suspects  or information 
leading to the identity of po-
tential victims is asked to con-
tact the sheriff ’s office at 509 

-684-5296 and ask for Detective 
Denis Yunin, or email Yunin at 
dyunin@stevenscountywa.gov.

Amazon, Starbucks 
Face Washington Class-
Action Lawsuit Over 
Customer Data
By The Seattle Times

Two Seattle giants — Ama-
zon and Starbucks — have been 
accused of collecting customers’ 
personal information without 
first notifying them, in a lawsuit 
filed Wednesday in Seattle.

The proposed class-action 
lawsuit alleges Amazon and 
Starbucks have violated a New 
York City law that requires com-
panies to post signage near store 
entrances if the businesses are 
collecting customers’ biometric 

data, like fingerprints, hand-
prints or the shape of a person’s 
body.

Amazon and Starbucks 
teamed up to open two contact-
less checkout coffee shops in the 
city during the past three years. 
The stores feature Amazon’s Just 
Walk Out technology, which 
uses machine learning paired 
with a network of sensors and 
cameras to track what custom-
ers pick up and charge them 
when they walk out, skipping 
the checkout line.

In January 2022, New York 
City enacted the Biometric Iden-
tifier Information Law, which 
requires businesses to tell cus-
tomers if they are collecting per-
sonally identifiable information. 
Now, three New York residents 
are accusing Amazon and Star-
bucks of violating that law in a 
legal action they hope will grow 
to include most of the stores’ 
customers.

The lawsuit focuses on Ama-
zon and Starbucks because the 
partnership is one of the most 
prominent cases of Amazon’s 
contactless checkout technology 
in the city, said Peter Romer-
Friedman, an attorney based in 
Washington, D.C., and repre-
senting the plaintiffs in this case. 
Amazon is promoting the use of 
this technology throughout the 
country.

“At a minimum, we think 
Amazon owes its customers an 
explanation about how it’s oper-
ating these systems before peo-
ple enter — so that people can 
decide for themselves whether 
they want to provide measure-
ments of the size and shape of 
their body as a condition of get-
ting a sandwich,” he said.

Amazon said its technol-
ogy does not collect biometric 
data that can be used to iden-
tify a specific shopper. Instead, 
it relies on broad, distinguishing 
features to differentiate between 
shoppers in the store at one time, 
the company said.

Amazon added that custom-
ers who use an app to enter the 
store agree to a privacy policy 
that allows Amazon to use cam-
eras, sensors and other technol-
ogy to gather information about 
their activity in the store.

The same parties sued Ama-
zon and Starbucks in the South-
ern District of New York earlier 
this year. The proposed class-
action lawsuit filed Wednesday 
is a consolidation of those cases. 
The parties filed in the Western 
District of Washington because 
both companies are headquar-
tered in Seattle.

In May, Amazon filed a 
motion to dismiss the lawsuit 
brought in New York. “Put sim-
ply, the [Just Walk Out] Tech-
nology does not even implicate 
the law under which Plaintiff 
has filed suit,” Amazon wrote in 
its motion.

Starbucks declined to com-
ment for this story.

Dancers at Oregon Club 
Aim to Form Second 
Strippers Union in U.S.
By The Oregonian

Dancers from the Magic 
Tavern strip bar in Northwest 
Portland aim to become just 
the second unionized group of 
strippers in the U.S.

The strippers, now formally 
employed by Magic Tavern, say 
after repeated and ignored de-
mands for a safer workspace, 
they’ve filed a petition for a 
union election with the National 
Labor Relations Board through 
the Actors’ Equity Association 

— an established union that typi-
cally represents stage actors and 
performers.

“We want to be able to go and 
do our jobs. We’re very good at 
it,” a dancer who uses the stage 
name Daphne told The Orego-
nian/OregonLive. (The danc-
ers declined to be identified by 
their legal names due to safety 
concerns and the stigma associ-
ated with their profession.) “We 
deserve to work in a safe envi-
ronment, and we deserve to not 
receive retaliation or discrimi-
nation.”

Dancers allege Magic Tavern, 
which opened in November, is 
a workplace plagued by unsafe 
conditions, a lax attitude toward 
dangerous patron behavior, and 
unfair terminations.
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LifeLife

Community Calendar
To add upcoming events to 

the Community Calendar, email 
news@chronline.com

Tenino Farmers Market 
June 10 in the 200 block of Sussex Av-

enue in Tenino; 10 a.m. 3 p.m.

The Tenino Farmers Market 
is open each Saturday through 
the end of September. 

Keiper’s Cards Trade Night
June 10 at Keiper’s Cards, 320 N. Tow-

er Ave., suite 104, Centralia; 4 p.m.

Collectors are invited to 
bring their prized baseball, bas-
ketball, football or any kind 
of collectible cards and sports 
memorabilia to trade with one 
another at the store. No store 
purchase necessary.  

“Winter Gardening Without a 
Greenhouse” Master Gardeners 

Event
June 10 at the Salkum Demonstra-

tion Garden at the Salkum Timberland 
Library, 2480 U.S. Highway 12, Salkum; 
10 a.m.

This event helps attendees 
plan and plant for a year-round 
vegetable garden that will pro-
duce through fall and spring. This 
workshop teaches attendees what 
to plant and how to rotate garden 
space without requiring a green-
house. For more information, 
contact Jason Adams, Program 
Coordinator, WSU Lewis County 
Gardeners at 360-740-1216 or  Ja-
son.Adams@lewiscountywa.gov. 

Veterans Memorial Museum 
Benefit Motorcycle Ride

June 10 at The Junction Tavern, 
21000 Old Highway 99 SW, Centralia: 10 
a.m.

Motorcycle riders are invited 
to take part in the Veterans Me-
morial Museum’s benefit ride 
beginning at The Junction Tav-
ern. Registration begins at 10 
a.m. and costs $15 for single rid-
ers and $20 for doubles. 

Free Concert
June 12 at the Corbet Theatre, 600 

Centralia College Blvd., Centralia; 7 p.m.
This concert will feature 

the Pacific Northwest Chamber 
Orchestra under the direction 
of Dr. Joshua Friedlander. The 
concert will also feature a solo 
violinist. The concert will in-
clude a variety of music and will 
be family-friendly.

Chehalis Farmers Market 
June 13 at Boistfort Street in Cheha-

lis; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Chehalis Farmers Mar-

ket is on Tuesdays.

Winlock Cemetery District 
Public Meeting

June 14 at 407 Cowlitz Road, Win-
lock; 7 p.m.

The public is invited to this 
meeting. Meetings take place on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month. 

Free Concert
June 14 at the Corbet Theatre, 600 

Centralia College Blvd., Centralia; 7 p.m.
This concert will feature the 

Centralia College Jazz ensemble 
under the direction of Louie 
Blaser. The concert will include 

a variety of music and will be 
family-friendly.

West Lewis County Tansy 
Disposal

June 16 at three times and locations

Six spots in Lewis County 
will open sequentially for the 
collection of the noxious weed 
tansy ragwort on the weekend 
of June 16 and 17. To encourage 
participation, raffle prizes will 
be available.

On June 16, disposal will be 
available from 9 to 10:30 a.m. at 
the Pe Ell School, 519 N. Second 
St. in Pe Ell; from noon to 1:30 
p.m. at the Toledo Ball Fields, 
5545 Jackson Highway; and 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Centralia 
Christian School, 1315 S. Tower 
Ave., Centralia. 

For more information, call 
360-740-1218 or email weeds@
lewiscountywa.gov.

Centralia Farmers Market
June 16 at the Pine Street Plaza; 11 

a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Centralia Farmers Mar-
ket is on Fridays. 

East Lewis County Tansy 
Disposal

June 17 at three times and locations

Six spots in Lewis County 
will open sequentially for the 
collection of the noxious weed 
tansy ragwort on the weekend 
of June 16 and 17. To encourage 
participation, raffle prizes will 
be available.

On June 17, disposal will be 
free from 9 to 10:30 a.m. in Ran-

dle at the Randle Fire Station, 
9978 U.S. Highway 12; from 11 
a.m. to 12:20 p.m. at the Seasons 
Hotel in Morton at 200 Westlake 
Ave.; and from 1 to 2:30 p.m. in 
Onalaska at Lewis County Fire 
District 1 station at 1733 state 
Route 508. For more informa-
tion, call 360-740-1218 or email 
weeds@lewiscountywa.gov.

Centralia Juneteenth 
Celebration

June 17 at George Washington Park, 
Centralia; 10 a.m. to noon

The event will feature local 
speakers and soul food. Attend-
ees should bring their own lawn 
chairs. If it rains, the event will 
be held inside the library confer-
ence room. 

Tenino Farmers Market 
June 17 in the 200 block of Sussex Av-

enue in Tenino; 10 a.m. 3 p.m.

The Tenino Farmers Market 
is open each Saturday through 
the end of September. 

T-9-0 Quarrymen Car Club 
Farmers Market Meet

June 17 at the Tenino Farmers Market 
in the 200 block of Sussex Ave. in down-
town Tenino; 9 a.m. to noon

Join the T-9-0 Quarrymen 
Car Club for a meet at the Teni-
no Farmers Market to marvel at 
restored classic and customized 
cars. 

Walmart Seattle Children’s 
Hospital Benefit Car Show

June 17 at the Walmart Super Cen-
ter parking lot, 1601 NW Louisiana Ave., 

Chehalis; registration at 8 a.m., show 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Gearheads are invited to par-
ticipate or attend the 14th an-
nual car show to raise money for 
the Seattle Children’s Hospital. 
Registration begins at 8 a.m. and 
costs $25, with the show begin-
ning at 9 a.m. 

Chehalis Farmers Market 
June 20 at Boistfort Street in Cheha-

lis; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Chehalis Farmers Mar-
ket is on Tuesdays.

Tenino Farmers Market 
June 24 in the 200 block of Sussex Av-

enue in Tenino; 10 a.m. 3 p.m.

The Tenino Farmers Market 
is open each Saturday through 
the end of September.

“Garden Tool Care and 
Maintenance” Master Gardeners 

Event
June 24 at Providence Place Dem-

onstration Garden, 350 SE Washington 
Ave., Chehalis; 10 a.m.

Attendees can learn how to 
maintain their gardening tools 
from experts. For more infor-
mation, contact Jason Adams, 
Program Coordinator, WSU 
Lewis County Gardeners at 360-
740-1216 or  Jason.Adams@lew-
iscountywa.gov. 

Chehalis Farmers Market 
June 27 on Boistfort Street in down-

town Chehalis; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Chehalis Farmers Mar-
ket is on Tuesdays.

Timberland Regional Library’s Anywhere Library van is pictured in this photo provided to The Chronicle. 

Timberland Regional Library to Launch 
‘Anywhere Library’ in Thurston County 

 By The Chronicle staff 

Timberland Regional Li-
brary’s mobile library service 

“Anywhere Library,” which 
brings library materials and 
services directly to community 
sites, will launch in Thurston 
County on June 21. 

Anywhere Library stops will 
be scheduled at regular dates 
and times each month and work 
just like libraries where patrons 
can request holds to be delivered 
to the scheduled stops, return 
materials, check out new items 
and utilize free Wi-Fi and print-
ing services, Timberland stated 
in a news release.  

The first Thurston County 
site will open to the public at the 
Senior Center of Rainier on June 
21 from 12 to 1 p.m. with open-
ing celebrations from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. 

The kickoff will include a 
Thurston County Chamber rib-
bon cutting and speakers from 
Timberland Regional Library 
and the City of Rainier.

Other regular stops begin-
ning this summer will include 
Rochester Organization of 
Families (ROOF) Community 
Services in Rochester on Tues-
days from 1 to 3 p.m. providing 
library access to the Rochester 
community, the families using 
ROOF services, and the Roches-
ter Boys and Girls Club. 

Anywhere Library will also 
be at the Rochester United 
Methodist Church on the fourth 
Friday of each month from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Anywhere Library provides 
services to patrons who may 
currently have barriers prevent-
ing them from visiting current 
library locations, such as living 

in remote or rural locations, is-
sues with mobility or limited ac-
cess to transportation, Timber-
land stated. 

Items in the Timberland Re-
gional Library collection avail-
able to Anywhere Library pa-
trons are: DVDs, a selection of 
popular nonfiction titles, large 
print books, and audiobooks 
on CD or Playaway. Children’s 
resources include VOX picture 
books with audio, Launchpad 
themed tablets with educational 
games, math backpacks to sup-
port early learning in STEM, 
and free mobile memberships 
to the Hands-on Children’s Mu-
seum. 

A Full List of Anywhere Library 
Services Is Printed Below:
• Access to Timberland Re-

gional Library collections

• Library Card sign-up
• Wi-Fi access
• Assistance with library re-

sources
• Requesting and receiving 

library holds
• Giveaways
• Take-n-make crafts
• Summer Library Program 

participation
• Story times at select loca-

tions

Community Locations For 
Anywhere Library Stops May 

Include:
• Residential facilities
• Schools
• Meal sites
• Community centers
• Cultural and other various 

gathering spaces 

“By bringing the library to a 

variety of community locations, 
the Anywhere Library staff hope 
to create partnerships with both 
the community host sites and 
the community members utiliz-
ing Anywhere Library services,” 
Timberland stated in a news 
release. The Anywhere Library 
will serve Thurston County ini-
tially, with plans to expand to all 
five Timberland counties.

To view upcoming stops, 
learn more about Anywhere Li-
brary services and resources, or 
request a stop in your area, visit 
TRL.org/Anywhere. 

All Timberland library pro-
grams are free and open to the 
public. Anyone needing special 
accommodations to participate 
in a library’s programs may con-
tact the library one week in ad-
vance. 

For more information visit 
TRL.org. 


