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BIOGRAPHIES

EMBER CEMELLI is a homeschooled 16 year old who
lives in Narrowsburg, NY, a small town whose creative
vibe incorporates art into her life. She loves the arts

and one of her main passions is writing; she also shows
interest in dance and photography. Ember hopes to
inspire people and one day make an impact on the
writing abilities of others. She believes every piece of art
should bring emotion to the viewer.

GARY HOLMES has received an MFA degree in dramatic
writing from NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, and a J.D.
from Boston College Law School. He also writes short
stories. Gary is a retired copyright attorney and local
businessman. Gary grew up in Liberty and, after a couple
of decades away, now lives and works in Wurtsboro.

HELENA MOORE grew up in Cazenovia, NY, attended
Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio, and is a
graduate of the Psychoanalytic Center in Manhattan.
Her Ph.D. is from Union Institute and University in
Cincinnati, OH (a University Without Walls.) She had a
private practice in psychotherapy in Manhattan and now
lives and works in Forestburgh, NY.

JUNE DONOHUE writes a column in the Sullivan
County Democrat every other Friday. She also does
some standup comedy for Yarnslingers and small cafes.

K. DOMINEY, country at heart, is a happy transplant
from city life to bucolic Sullivan County.

LYNN GUISER lives in Damascus PA, and works as a
licensed nutritionist for Wayne County. Writing is a
hobby for her. She has had a wonderful relationship with
the river her entire life.

MARCIA NEHEMIAH is a member of the Upper Delaware
Writers Collective and the author of two books of poetry,
“Final Story” and “Reclamation.” Her most recent book,
“Crone Age,” her first full-length work of non-fiction,
explores the promises and riches of aging by profiling
eight women octogenarians from the Upper Delaware
region. She wrote a monthly column on sustainable
living as well as feature articles for The River Reporter.

MARION KASELLE is a writer, artist and Qi Gong
therapist who lives with her dog, horses, cats and
chickens on a hilltop farm in North Branch, NY. She

is the author and photographer of “Touching Horses”
(London, J. A. Allen & Co. Ltd., 1995), and the author of
essays and poems that have appeared in various small
publications. As an original member of Yarnslingers, she
has been reading her stories at local venues for the past
few years.

MARYANN CAPPELLINO is a clinical social worker, Reiki
practitioner and herbalist who lives in Brooklyn and Lake
Huntington, NY. She loves to cook, tell stories, garden,
dance and find any excuse to gather with family and
friends around her kitchen table and celebrate with good
food and fine Italian wines. She has three sons, three
cats, and one husband.

MARY GREENE, a resident of Narrowsburg, NY,
received her MFA in poetry from Brooklyn College. She
is founder and director of the Upper Delaware Writers
Collective, which sponsors classes, publications and

events. Greene's poetry has appeared in a number of
national and local journals, and she has given readings
and performances in venues all over the region. She
has published three books of poetry and one book of
interviews with women. She currently serves as grants
coordinator at the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance.

NORMA KETZIS BERNSTOCK is a member of the Upper
Delaware Writers Collective. Her poetry has appeared in
many journals and anthologies and has been recognized
by the Allen Ginsberg Poetry Awards. Her chapbook,
“Don’t Write a Poem About Me After I'm Dead,” was
published by Big Table Publishing.

PATRICIA KETT is a member of the Upper Delaware
Writers Collective, and has exhibited poetry/art objects
for the Delaware Valley Arts Alliance. She has published
a book of poems, “No Need to Repeat Old Lives or Old
Lies” and a self-help book, “Happy is Not a Goal!”

PETER GREENE has been painting, printmaking,
drawing and writing about family for 35 years. Family
is central to his creative life. His last exhibit at the DVAA
in 2012 was titled “Family Matters.” Each medium he
explores expands his vocabulary in words and images
pushing him forward in his work and life.

RAMONA JAN is the founding director of Yarnslingers,

a local group dedicated to the art of true first-person
storytelling. She is also a published author and magazine
contributor and has been a section editor for The River
Reporter.

REY BARRETO grew up in Manhattan. As a teenager
he read the novel “My Side of the Mountain.” Ever since
then he dreamed of living in the Catskill mountains.

He moved to Jeffersonville in 2002 and then settled in
Bloomingburg in 2004. He enjoys writing about nature
and photographing the beautiful scenery and wildlife of
Sullivan County.

TAMARA D’ANTONTI is an artist, healer, singer and
poet. She grew up in Upstate New York into a family of
artists, but pursued a career in veterinary medicine and
the health-sciences, using her art as an adjunct. She
has focused on her art, primarily her photography and
jewelry design, and has continued healing animals and
people.

TRACEY GASS RANZE is the author of the book, “Storm
Farmer, Collected Poems.” She is a longstanding member
of the Upper Delaware Writers Collective as well as the
Milanville Poets and Country Voices Poetry. Gass Ranze
lives immersed in the inspiration of the Delaware River
Valley, where she writes and performs at local venues.

TRAVIS RIVERA was raised in Southern California. In
addition to poetry, he has written a few comedy skits,
acoustic songs, and is currently working on a fantasy
novel.

WILL CONWAY writes and gardens in Mongaup Valley
with his lovely wife and a cat. He is currently facilitating
a series of poetry workshops entitled “Country Voices.”
Will is a member of the Upper Delaware Writers
Collective.
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From the editor

“Love is a many-splendored thing; love lifts us up where we belong; all you need is
love!” So says Ewan McGregor’s character in the film “Moulin Rouge!” quoting, of
course, famous love songs. It could be argued that every pop song ever written is
about love. And movies. And books. And so on. Whether the feeling is fleeting or lasts
a lifetime, it’s the universal language, the thing that inspires us and keeps us going.
And now, it's the theme for this year’s Literary Gazette, published annually by The
River Reporter.

The pieces in this edition are funny, sad, maybe cheesy (though not too cheesy), and
even angry. The writers explore love in all its forms: marriage, children, affairs. They
are X-rated or high-school-sweetheart saccharine.

The literature is accompanied by portraits of people with those they love. The
photographs were taken by talented local photographer Michelle L. Erbach of
Honesdale, PA. Michelle is the eye behind Humans of Honesdale, a photography
project she started based on Humans of New York (www.facebook.com/
HumansofHonesdale). She also has her own photography business, Michelle

Lee Photography, where she shoots weddings, senior portraits and much more
(michelleleephotographer.com).

Michelle and I set up two photo shoots to take these portraits. Because the subjects
would be members of the community, I thought it would be fitting to hold the

shoots at the home bases of beloved community organizations. And so we thank the
Delaware Valley Arts Alliance in Narrowsburg, NY (delawarevalleyartsalliance.org)
and The Cooperage in Honesdale, PA (thecooperageproject.org) for letting us use your
wonderful spaces.

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Literary Gazette.

Isabel Braverman
Editor

"We're all a little weird. And life

is a little weird. And when we find
someone whose weirdness is compatible
with ours, we join up with them and
fall into mutuaHy satisfying weirdness—
and call it love—true love.”
— Robert Fulghum, “True Love’

)

From the photogrdpher

I'm Michelle of Michelle Lee Photography. I'd like to think that my Bohemian style
and love for all things natural has helped me truly encapsulate the subjects of my
photography. The pool of experiences I've dipped my toes into is definitely more of
an ocean! Hopefully my work really shows a balance and harmony between nature
and the human condition with a true concentration on simplicity and beauty. I'm
known for putting my heart into everything I do and having a sincere care and
concern for everyone that I meet.
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The Food = Fairy'

NORTH CAROLINA’S FAVORITE PERSONAL CHEF
NOW IN NEW YORK'S CATSKILLS

Nourishing & Nurturing Through
Cooking, Education, Love and Appreciation
As Always - Local and Sustainable

Daily-Fare « Party-Time - Gift Certificates

Also Specializing in Most Specialty Diets

VEGAN ¢ GLUTEN-FREE ¢ DIABETIC ¢ ALLERGY
LYME ¢ KETOGENIC ¢ CANCER * WEIGHT LOSS
HEART ¢ RENAL * VEGETARIAN ¢ POST-PARTUM
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CEBA REALTY

Breathtakihg Vlews.

Spectacular Delaware River & mountain
views from this amazing custom home.
This privately set home sits on 14 acres

& ofters open living space, panoramic
views, custom kitchen, huge deck, genera-
tor, alarm, garage & MORE! $599,500
MLS#:40712

Custom Lakefront!
This amazing Lakefront home offers up-
grades galore! Great open LR/DR, custom
kitchen, 4 bdrms, 3 baths, 2 fireplaces, fin-
ished LL, French doors, Trex deck, dock &
MUCH more! $459,000 MLS#:40568

Absolutely Charming!
Gorgeous remodeled home offers vaulted

ceilings, wood floors, new kitchen w/ss
appliances, French doors to patio, auto-
matic generator, security system & more!
Access to Mongaup River & adjoins State
Lands. $269,000 MLS#:41691

Call _C“/\' %1 Geba Realty 845.856.6629 gebarealty@gmail.com

Cottage W/ Lakerights!
Adorable cottage features LR, dining area,
kitchen w/applainces, 2 bedrooms, large
deck, basement & lake access too! A must
see! $174,900 MLS#:41533

Terri McClernon
The Food Fairy

WWW.FOODFAIRY.COM
TERRI@FOODFAIRY.COM ° 919.740.5856
PO BOX 3184 CHAPEL HILL, NC 27312

~Magically~
The Food Fairy. has landed in New York!

From the owner, Terri, The Food Fairy:

In 1996 I came fo North Carolina after living in The Catskills for 23 years. 1
started this nurfuring personal chef business in The Triangle and today it is a
thriving, smile producing company. We are dedicated fo love & goodness for
your health, wellbeing, mealtime ease, and deliciousness, of courserl

I am so glad the North Carolina based Food Fairy has expanded to New
York! As the first NY Food Fairy, I have a unique opportunity to share
my passion, skills and values for food & healing while nurturing
families in their unique way, always honoring their individuality and
preferences. ~Kristen Rieber, serving Sullivan & surrounding counties

Six Decades

Art of RON LUSHER

a journey from realism to abstraction

at "THE LEFT BANK”
59 North Main Street, Liberty, NY 12754

Gallery Open Friday and Saturday 1-5
through October

ronlusker.com
845-857-8208

Sales of Art Benefitting Local Wounded Veterans
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The Light to My
Dark

By Ember Cemelli

I remember that it hurt—

looking at her for the first time hurt.
The invisible stars faded away leaving
only smoky rooms and the smell of lies.
Now she’s a sharp rock at the bottom of
a pond.

She hurt me the way sand scrapes at my
knees.

A seashell plunging into the ocean,
drowning,

suffocating.

Sharks scare me like sharp rocks,

their teeth take a bite and I can feel the
pain.

We turned off the lights our naked eyes
showing.

I remember I felt happiness—

she was happiness.

Songs of riptide and stars lit up the dark.

Jealousy made into sandy crystals and
horoscopes read aloud.

Aeries a nest like a safety net so neither
cry nor hurt.

Life changes...

Don'’t be afraid of the dark ‘cause only
light should show through your toxic
pores.

Every time my mind lingers to room 5,
stars outside.

She says no and I try to forget.

But it made me,

It made her.

One second,

one moment,

one weekend,

one night in time.

All that was left were her sad eyes and
now she has nothing.

My tears made into rainbows of color,
sweet hugs and kisses and bubbly
feelings.

Once she was the only one I saw,

now she’s the one I try not to see at all.

You

By Helena Moore

Unacknowledged until now,
Lam cared for by you.

You, because you see my sun
Reflected off your sea,

And see the shadowy shapes
Swimming about in my depths.

You with your sunshine,

You with your storms,

You, with the first dewdrops of Time
Clinging to your soul

And shining like spangles through the darkness.

Here’s to Us

By Tamara D’Antoni

Here's to all the dreams of youth we
pursued

The reality we suffered and celebrated

And to the love we always held for each
other in our hearts...

...through it all.

I love you

Next to You

By Lynn Guiser

Close, to hear your whispers
Relax upon your scent
Breath of reassurance

My river is content

Wanna bathe under your sun,

Dance in the rays of your light,

I wanna sleep beneath your moon, and
Dream into your night

I wanna wake up in your dawn,

Walk on every trail

Join you in your darkness,

When earth, the stars, and moon prevail

Singing to your music,
Beating to your heart,
Speaking the same language,
Wade into your deepest part

Moving with your rhythm
Past emerald velvet banks
Reminders of rough waters
All the tests of strength

Folks say, they are afraid of you
There will be another flood

Yet, next to you, I want to be
Connected to your good

Someday, I'll have that cottage
Long ago, I made a pledge

Keep breathing in the thought of it,
A cottage on my river’s edge
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Great Selection ¢ Great Prices

Knowledgeable Staff

27 West Main Street « Hancock, NY « 607-637-5364
Open Monday - Thursday 9am - 7pm ¢ Friday & Saturday 9am - 9pm ¢ Sundays 12-6pm

EAGLE VALLEY REALTY

6569 State Route 97 » Narrowsburg, NY 12764

Jennie Waligroski
Licensed Real Estate
Salesperson in NY & PA
Office: 845-252-3085 ext 20
Cell: 845-588-5306

E-mail: jennie.eaglevalleyrealty@gmail.com P

NY License #10401244876 Enjoy this beautiful Contemporary home
PA License #RSR001746 set on 32+ acres $314,000. MLS# 38840 -
Call Jennie@ 845-252-3085 Ext. 20.

Steve Schwarlz, owner

We buy &
teve's Music Center ‘ sell musical

equipment of

“Step Wishing \ .
, our Source
Stant Playing” _
for Guitar
248 Rock Hill Dr. * Rock Till, NY Effects & School

845-796-3616

www.stevesmusiccenter.com
T N

Instrument
Rentals

United Plumbing & Heating Supply
Furnace - Boilers - Coal & Wood Stoves
www.unitedjim.com

529 Texas Palmyra Highway * Hawley, PA 18428

(570) 253-0469

(570)253-0520
WHITE MILLS PET SHOP

Puppies ¢ Fish ¢ Full Line Pets & Supplies
www.whitemillspetshop.com

4

T aft « Kayak

Gamp ¢ Canoe

Calm or White Water [ —
-l levels of ability | ,

= River Trips
| Tho Drigina Upper Delawere Outtr

River fun for Everyone

| Save $5.00 on any canoe or raft trip.
*Per adult, with this original coupon. No
/ other discounts apply.

Offer expires 9/7/2015

Route 7 Narowsburg, N\ #
L b,
1-800-252-3925

PAUL D. SALZBERG, M.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED IN FAMILY PRACTICE
PEDIATRIC THROUGH GERIATRIC MEDICINE

YOUR FAMILY DOCTOR

CERTIFIED IN GERIATRICS
Serving the local community and
beyond for over 30 years.

9741 STATE ROUTE 97, 1.5 MI. FROM
BLINKING LIGHT IN CALLICOON. BRICK BUILDING
SECOND FROM HOLY CROSsS CHURCH

845-887-6112

MEDICARE & MosT
MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED

A hometown doctor where you're
more like family than a patient.

Our patients are very important to us!
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timeless love

By Peter Greene

with passionate embrace
two young lives change
realing from the rush
we tumble forward
we fall back
trying to find balance
youthful glee and fear
two bodies
two hearts

now fifty years looking for each other
hidden in families past
bodies slipping into age

stepping slowly

measured miles
deepened love worked for
enriched by time so quickly past
bodies change passion

we lean into age

holding on tightly

love and affection deepen
the home is in the heart
a life travelled together

two bodies

two hearts
the future whispers its story
a tale we all know
a shared life worked for

love grows

timeless love

At the Diner

By Marcia Nehemiah

Holding up his French fry, Grandpa says, “It’s a classic. Do you
know what that means?”

Little Sam proudly says, “Old, but still cool.” This definition

in itself has become a classic that we quote when Gramps

and I settle in close on the couch to watch one of our old
favorites, any movie made before Sam’s father was born—"The
Graduate,” “Saturday Night Fever,” “Five Easy Pieces.” It's not
the stories that compel, it’s the phone booths, the cars with
fins, the Selectric’s daisy wheels, wide ties and sideburns, mod
maxi-skirts with Peter Max prints, 16-inch television consoles
on a beige shag rug. Those men in their powder-blue leisure
suits and the women with Mary Quant eyes convince us that
we're twenty-two again, walking the New York City of “Taxi
Driver,” remembering the XXX-rated movie theaters on 42nd
Street, the ancient history of desires we couldn’t slake, our
burning for another body, any body. We thought we would
burn forever, loved the agony of fire.

These days we're happy to hold hands and watch the ashes
gather in the wood stove.

When Gramps asks me the time, I quote another classic,
William B. Williams, who warned us every hour on the hour:
“It’s later than it’s ever been,” but we didn’t listen, didn’t even
know he was talking about our time, our inexhaustible forever.
We have never been this old.

We will never be this young again.

Reality Beckons

By Travis Rivera

Reality beckons

its call is conclusive

reality threatens

with real life conclusions
Seduction is lessened
when forcefully questioned
coercively tender

reality beckons

the fantasy steers

reality guides

on fantasy’s fears

reality dines

digesting it slowly
seduction is lessened

so clearly so lonely

are those that are questioned
for granted they give

with famine they take
while fantasy blurs

what’s really at stake
sinking so deeply

off love’s lonely shores
dying discretely

for those they adore

I'd sacrifice all

to fantasy’s call

regardless how high

I'd let myself fall

My body is yours

mind, soul, and my tendons
you seep through my pores
but reality beckons

Collective Thought

By K. Dominey

If love were the rule
With all our minds we could change
The world in a day
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) e M IN JULY. SALE THE IANNACY

¥

' _.  " DORFLINGER GLASS MUSEUM GIFT SHOP ?"OM 7(@""100*“ 9401‘@:‘

20% 0FF E“Env'"'““ﬂ 22 Main Street, Narrowsburg, NY | 845-554-3722

“Books & Previously Discounted ltems Not Included Summer Hours: Friday 12-6 Saturday 11-6 Sunday 11-5 Tues 12-5 Thursday 12-5

SAT' JU I'Y 25 SUN' "UI'Y 26 Farm fresh produce, pestos, eggs, cheeses, honey, maple syrup.

10 am to 4 pm 1to 4 pm Beeswax and soy candles and vintage collectables.
Long Ridge Road & Elizabeth Street, White Mills, PA « 570-253-1185 « www.dorflinger.org Artisanal skin care,

Judy Van Put Realty

ESEPTEMBER 18 - 20 2015 The FlyFishing Broker

BigEddyFilmFest.com
1184 Old Route 17 Livingston Manor, NY 12758
Phone: 845-439-4725  Email: Broker@JudyVanPutRealty.com

BIGEDDY
LM EFESTNVAL

1850s farm, Elm Hollow Road Roscoe, NY 12776 $995,000

NARROWSBURG - NEW YORK: LlVlnSSton Manor, NY 12758 Call for price Beaverkill River Reserve: A rare opportunity to buy a lengthy portion of the Upper TASTE |T|
= ; Beaverkilll Private ownership of .46 mile (nearly 1/2 mile) of left bank, and .29 mile u
= e 180 acres along a quiet country road this property, with its 3-bedroom farmhouse, (more than 1/4 mile) of right bank of the historic and world-renowned Upper Beaverfil,
=5 shed, bam, 2+car garage, office with darkroom/bathroom, offers many amenities famous for its first-class trout fishing! This significant stretch of big water’ has widths V
o - hiking trails, pond, trout stream, private tennis court. 1/2 mile trout stream flows from 75- 80 feet and is large enough for a lengthy backeast, and to share with angling
through the property, with abundant numbers of native brook trout; spawning trib- friends. This special property includes 100+ acres of meadows and wood lands, a 15+
utary of famous Beaverkil river. acres lake and a 5-acre parcel with scenic building site overlooking the lake.

Imagine your country home as a welcoming haven - a place to rest, recharge, rejuvenate....providing awesome
space, and a sense of tranquility and peacefulness. The Church at Shandelee is a wonderful opportunity to own such
a paradise, in a stunning residence that was constructed from a century-old church, built in 1917. The original red
maple floors, bead-board ceilings and walls were preserved, with the 30 ft ceilings. 10 large stained glass windows
featuring sapphire blue, ruby red, emerald green and gold create patterns and splashes of jewel-like colors on
walls and floors - even on overcast days, the interior basks in a warm glow of light from the golden glass. The
kitchen: custom-made Thomasville cherry cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances. 4 BR, 3 Baths
with granite counter, ceramic tile floors/ shower; Kohler fixtures. ~ An addition with soaring heights, surround
wood ceiling and walls assures compatibility with original main structure features Napoleon gas fireplace. Bright,

spacious basement. With the separate entrances, double kitchen and livingrooms, bedrooms and bath the house 5 WATER STREET PURT JERVIS NY

L] L

could easily accommodate a bed & breakfast setup — or a wedding venue — with the great room used for weddings,
with accommodations. - Quiet neighborhood, within 5 min. walking distance to Shandelee Lake, a 90-ac. Springfed 84 5_8 5 6_8 5 60
lake for swimming, fishing, boating; trails for hiking, snowshoeing/X/C skiing.

& 15 bosting s wHCsing $625,000.

RIVERSIDECREAMERY.COM

: 210 BRIDGE STREET
NARROWSBURG, NEW YORK

) ‘ Cornell University Education is a work of art
SMPPOI‘{mg the arts our commum{y... Sgﬁ};‘:ﬁ%‘;‘;ﬁg&““’“ Let CCE put knowledge to work for you

Subscribe to our news, volunteer, donate, or offer
your creative edge to our Education Center.

WAYNE MEMORIAL HOSPITAL Learn something new today!

1e af Wyme Memorial Health Syems, Ine Call: 845-292-6180

E-mail: sullivan@cornell.edu
Inpatient « Outpatient - Emergency Care Connect: sullivancce.org

570.253.8100 » www.wmh.org Social Media: ccesullivan
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Carving Hearts

By Marion Kaselle

Hearts blood-red on snow-white lace, roses red, long-stemmed, armfuls: these are tropes of Valentine’s Day,
exalted love’s day, idealized love’s day.

Max and I kept it as a special day, to step out of our quiet, private life and celebrate our love. He took me to the
Rainbow Room, atop Rockefeller Center, to share our first one together. We dined on white linen and danced to
the legendary Woody Herman’s Orchestra. Buddy Rich danced beside us, no drumsticks in hand. Max and I held
hands in our quiet way, no words needed, our commingled energies singing volumes.

On our last Valentine’s Day together, he asked me to drive him to the florist, and help him in to the greenhouse

to pick out a dozen long-stemmed red roses for me, a first for him. And, though he could barely walk or stand for
weakness, and barely chew or swallow food, he gamely helped plan our dinner out at a special, distant restaurant.
It was one of our last evenings out. He gave me a small red velveteen heart-shaped box filled with Payard
chocolates. I made for him a pastel drawing of our world within a heart, presented matted and framed. We did not
admit he was dying, but feared it as we fought for his health. He died in April.

The advent of the next Valentine’s Day made the ache within me from Max's absence seem all the more poignant.
Through a thin snow cover into crystalline ground, our horse Shadow King began carving out clay with his lips
and tongue in the Horse House yard. On February 14th, I found there a heart-shaped bowl, and Shadow King’s
mouth and body smeared with clay like an artist’s hand-swiped smock. How did he know? How did Shadow King
know it was Valentine’s Day, Heart's day, that the heart was its symbol, and that my heart ached all the more at
that time? But he did know. His eyes and his gift clearly spoke, swelling my heart open.

A year passed. Valentine’s Day again loomed over the dark hollow within me. On the morning of February 12th,
I found two hearts carved into the frozen ground of the Horse House yard. This time, I made plaster casts of both,
as the artist closely watched every step of the process, examining the results with sensing lips.

Every February while we remained at Sculpture Fields farm, Shadow King carved a heart into the frozen earth, a
valentine to me, Max, our love and our celebratory day.

Deep love, once finally known, seems miraculous, cracking open the shell of selves. The love Max and I shared
extended to our animals, in particular to my horse Katy and her son Shadow King, who seemed to be miracles of
creation in themselves and in the depth of their intelligence and understanding. It was not that we loved them
more than our other animals—the other horses, dogs, cats, chickens, ducks and geese; it was that they took part
in our daily dialogue, fully present, with conversation and contribution. We four were as one.

The heart was an icon of our visual vocabulary. It framed our intimate world. I crafted it into various two and
three-dimensional art forms, and hung many in view at the Horse House. One, in the time after Max's passing,
was a mobile of cut, shaped and twisted tin hearts. The morning after its presentation, I found a new braid woven
into Shadow King’s mane by Katy’s prehensile lips, looking uncannily like an upside-down version of my twisted
hearts. This followed the heart-shaped braid Shadow King had woven on Katy that February, as we neared
Valentine's Day. Katy and Shadow King's heart-shaped creations were reminders of love's miracles; they helped to
keep Max present in our lives.

It is not that my life with Max was easy, all roses and sunshine. It was hard, the daily negotiating between two
assertive, creative personalities, stupid prides, misunderstandings grounded in old fears, colliding visions of

a dream, alcoholic anger, and his robust health dissolving in the addiction. But whenever pushed to the edge

of one leaving the other, we stuck, rooted deep in knowing that our love and shared life surpassed pain and
disappointments; it was greater than the daily noise and horrors of figuring out life. We looked to each other’s
core, seeing through the outer layers to the inner self, with our inner eyes. The man I fell in love with was not the
irresistible, high-energy, larger-than-life personality, nor the robust handsomeness, nor the irrepressible storied
life: it was the pure lovingness within that glowed to light through his laugh and ways and kind wisdom, a gentle
inner grace, a knowing heart. I fell in love with Max’s soul the first afternoon we sat down to talk, when, ignoring
the co-op books we were tasked to decipher, he told me about the day he had recently spent, foregoing business to
watch a tadpole turn into a frog in his tiny rooftop pond.

After that day, life apart was unthinkable, undoable. Death forced me to do the undoable—I could not take my life
to join him, nor leave our animals. Aided by Katy and Shadow King, I forged another way, reopening my heart to
always feel Max present, our joy, our love, his voice, wisdom and grace, even his deep raucous laughter. Our way
was to daily carve our own hearts with our love for one another.

Dearest

Love—

By Mary Greene

I get the feeling there is something more

But squalls outside, winds that tear

Through patched thoughts you bequeath,

A wary (wan?) fist of times gone by—

What you said, what you did

Lay in the shallows, not forgiven. (Beginning?
Or left over?)

So we stroll arm in arm

Sure to dash times gone by—wild

Site maybe, wild side—not forgiven, (or forlorn?) love—
We beget, as life’s mysteries—unfold

As somber treasures we behold

The depth of love knows no bounds

No judge, no sanction, no funeral pyre—

I pass this upon you so to let you know

I love you, love you so—

Yours, heart and soul—Harold.

PS. If you can cipher this
You get the golden star.

Milkweed

By Patricia Kett

We were seven,

city girl, country boy
chasing each other

down the road

bordered by milkweed

that separated the two farms.
You grabbed the fluff

threw it in my hair

I cried, not knowing what it was,
you laughed,

both of us feeling

the flutter of first love.

Now at seventy,

you gone these thirty years
I spy the milkweed fluff
riding the breeze

of memory and feel

that flutter again.

The Pencil

By Gary Holmes

“I'm not giving it back.”

Kenny was adamant, hands clenched, feet planted on the hallway floor as firmly as a 72-pounder could. It was his.
HIS. His pencil. That damned girl—he knew he couldn’t say THAT out loud but that’s how he felt—she took it from
him. Right off his desk. And now it was his again—once Mrs. Gallucci handed it back to him.

Beth stood on the other side of their teacher, arms folded with eyes glaring back at him. She wasn’t backing down,
especially after the spitball he landed in her hair last month.

“I did not take his stupid pencil. He took it from my desk. I saaaw him.”

Margaret eyed them both with tired experience and cradled the disputed object in her hands, passing it between her
fingers.

“It is a very nice pencil, Kenneth. I know how you felt when you saw it.”

His eyes inched upward. Her stare always accused and burned into him, no matter whether he was telling the truth
or not. And he was! This time.

“I won it at Mills. Look, it says ‘Mills Amusement Park’ right on it. At the balloon pop.”

Kenny was good at that game. He won lots of stuff there.

“It is MINE,” the girl inflected with a force he had often heard from his little sister. Kenny waited for the tears. Girls
always shouted and then cried and then got their way. Sigh.

Margaret pinched the part of her nose between her eyes. “Beth, did you win this at Mills?”

“No. It was given to me. It was a present.”

Margaret's raised eyebrows asked, “From whom?”

Beth didn’t want to admit it out loud. It’s not something she wanted anyone to know, especially Kenny.

“I can’t tell you who”

“Oh?”

“Can I whisper it to you?”

“No. Kenneth deserves to know, too.”

She paused, looked around to make sure no one else was near: “It was given to me by... a boy,” turning red at the
admission.

Kenny's mouth dropped open. What boy would give her anything?

“And who might that be, Beth?”

“Ummm. Danny Brown, from Miss Gallucci's class.”

Danny? Why would he give her...? Danny never won anything. But he was with him that night HE won the...
Kenny stopped. OK... OK... He would settle this directly with Danny. AND tease him.

“If he wants the pencil so much, he can have it. I don’t even like Danny Brown.”

“I don’t want the stupid pencil. Especially since she ‘got’ it from her booooyfriend.” Googling eyes for maximum
effect. Hah!

“OK, Kenneth.”

He smiled inside at his barb and shot a look at her. Beth looked back with a slight turn up on each side of her
lips—a victory smile? Or smiling AT him? Yuck.

“So, neither one of you wants it?”

Both stared at each other, a showdown.

“Very well, if either one of you wants it, you will have to bring your parents in and we will resolve it that way.”
Their heads pivoted up.

“No. No parents. Hecanhaveitshecanhaveitldontwantitgiveittohimgiveittoher’”

“Very well. It is a nice pencil and it will be mine.”

Kenny and Beth's heads pivoted again, this time toward each other: wide-eyed surprise and shared loss.

“You can go now. We'll see you tomorrow, me and my new pencil.”

The next day, there it was. On her desk. Propped up in the rice-filled bowl holding her pens and pencils.

Once or twice when Mrs. Gallucci turned to write on the board, the two glanced across the aisles with a resigned
look and a shrug. But there the pencil was. A neon sign or light saber could not have shone brighter. Towering
above the others, almost twice as high and thick, the balloons emblazoned on it seemed to want to carry it away.
Which they apparently did the next week. Once Mrs. Gallucci noticed, in-class interrogations ensued, parents were
called, the assistant principal grilled all suspects, which meant Kenny. Adamant denials were the order of the day.
Admonitions, warnings and glares. And then, with time, the pencil vanished from everyone’s lives and memory.
Until their fifth anniversary, when he opened her present to him. Inside, tied to it, was the note, “OUR pencil.”
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Auto Biography

By Norma Ketzis Bernstock

That ‘68 Rambler, the name says it all.

I owned that car when Mrs. Robinson seduced
Benjamin Braddock, when plastics were going

to change the world, when my friend Ronni and I
in the mountains of upstate New York pulled off
the road each time Simon and Garfunkel’s

“Mrs. Robinson” played so loud on the car radio,
it echoed through the valley.

This was the car my husband later totaled

as if to say, Your Rambling days are done.

I loved my VW Beetle for its thrift and ease

of parking and oh, so politically correct at the time.
But we needed the Dodge van for the motorcycle
we planned on riding through Yellowstone Park.
When our awareness of mortality took over

and we sold the bike, a yellow Rabbit won my heart.

And I remember the day a colleague commented on my car,
Too square for you, he said, so I traded the Rabbit

for a sporty Nissan, silver, sleek and sexy.

I'll forever associate that car with a male friend

in downtown Brooklyn, impatient with traffic,

he reached across from the passenger side

and without consulting me, he honked my car horn!

I fell in love with metallic blue and bought an Acura Integra,
a sad car, my marriage and me in crisis,

this car bought without my husband’s presence or input.
And the next blue car, a Honda Civic Si, single again,

in love with my life, my car, its power and mine.

These days I drive a 4-door Honda, midnight plum,
roomy enough for skis, my bike and friends.
A perfect Fit.

Tough Love

By Rey Barreto

My love, you say I'm tough on you
that I often do the opposite

of what you want me to do

and this is true

but to love you does not mean
always giving you what you want.

You say you like to look at my eyes
therefore I will wear sunglasses
so you can remove them slowly

and savor the unveiling of my heart.

You say you don't want me to lie to you
so I will make sure to conceal

the dark and delicate corners of my soul
S0 you can enjoy stripping away the cloak
to get at the truth.

You say I don't ask enough questions about you
that our conversations always circle around me
so I will make sure to ask you nothing

and maintain my silence

in order to hear more clearly

the throbbing of your heart

oh the poems i
could have written,

By Tracey Ranze

if only i had a pencil and paper on

me at the time. i think poetically, little
phrases rattle about and out upon
hearing or seeing something wonderful
or terrifying, upon being moved by
anything really, like splendor or happy
endings or such scorching tragedy it
cannot be contained in the heart and so
it spills to the sheets. and so becomes a
strong or truthy piece of poetry, in full
affair with the white space and cut edges.
like all affairs there is love and there is
loathing. and with luck more the former
than the latter. each poem compresses
the energy of idea into compact and
cubed, well-chosen words to rest
together in a first creation combination,
arriving in original attire. and each vast
blank space calls up a chance to speak
from the mind of my heart to the heart
of your mind, kind receptor. my poem

is a place to place a short thought that i
might shy from saying to someone’s face.
and if i choose, the page will hold that
thought forever or serve it, yes or maybe
never.

like thanking my dad
for living forty years-plus
past our mother’s age.

the dreams and desires groaning in your eyes
the things you whisper under your breath
when you think I'm not listening

so I can learn who you really are.

I will do the opposite of what you want
and give you, not what you want,
but what you need.
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the cooperage project

a not-for-profit organization...

..at the cooperage.
1030 main street | honesdale, pa 18431
570.253.2020

performance events, learning
opportunities, markets and
good times | good works

find a full list of events on our website:

thecooperageproject.org

Journal

e hope you’ll stop by for a visit!

Honesdale High School’s Literary

w

Photo taken a release party for 'Midnight Fridge’

oen T Dy o= Suf G o 2 simknr- oo
o Deley Available « Mmlmumﬂnﬁlm

Vil 2 Kirk Road Peck’s Plaza,Narrowsburg, NY
.‘ --yw 845:252-3338
b Closed Tu_gsdays .

The Best
Suppoml%e
Arts

Your “Community Bahk” from the Hudson Valley to the Capital Region

FREE SERVICES
Mobile Banking App ~ e-Statements ~ Online Banking and Bill Pay
Remote Deposit Capture ~ Remaote Deposit Anywhere
Deposit checks 24/7 with a Smart Phone
No Fee Checking with direct deposit

Member
m www.chbny.com %

Supporting the Arts in The Upper
Delaware Rwer Valley | iy

Qg!ed‘Bed‘ %

Real -Es‘l‘od‘e Ager\‘l‘ E

Matthew J. F
eda

Real Estate Inc %

Upper Delaware Country Propertie:

21 Lower Main Street

PO Box 335

Callicoon, NY
845-887-5640
www.fredarealty.com
email:lynne@fredarealty.com

Lynne Freda

We Have added

I M,/QA I(T LAWNCARE SERVICE
l,gw % to our List!
BLACKTOPPING

EXCAVATl NG

847.878.86%0

cell #s 845-642-0736 or 845-754-3715
jimaktexcavating@frontiernet.net

LAWNCARE SERVICES

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
BRIDGES

LOT CLEARING
FOUNDATIONS
PONDS / POOLS

.f Visitus on
Facebook

3965 Rt 17B Callicoon, N.Y. 12723
845-887-5350 « Open 6 days a week « M-F 8-5 Sat 8-1

LGome in and see Dennis, Ray & Gathy for sales & service on the following

® o .
wwSTIHER o jonsered RedMax
& Bobcatt w2 © Simpticm @Husqvarna

NARROWSBURG MOTOR SALES INC.
174 Bridge Stree, Narrowsburg, NY 12764

KATHLEEN M. JOHNSON, SALES MANAGER

BUS. 845-252-3959
FAX 845-252-7499

PA #022366

Michael Suiker
NEW HOME + ADDITIONS « REMODELING
WINDOWS « DOORS * DECKS « TRIM

(5700 559-7583 * Shohola, PA

THANK YOU READERS! gﬁ

THE MILANVILLE
GENERAL STORE

1143 RIVER ROAD, MILANVILLE, PA (570)729-8390

Narrowsbur
Electric

Serving Sullivan County and PA area

Voted Best Electrician
for the 5th year in a row

Richard Maloney

845-252-7116
SEE OURAD IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY

Thank You for
4 RE E N Voting us
= Best Green Business
UTLET|" i
- and Bath Store
COMMITTED TO*OUR ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY
NEW - USED - ANTIQUES OPEN
WE BUY & SELL. EVERY DAY!
570-253-1275 45 Brown Street,
www.greenoutletonline.com  Honesdale, PA 18431

A
&Qa/ d... Not Just Antiques! is grateful for a “Good Year!”

Change is coming with a new LOOK!
Everything MUST GO!
50% to 75% OFF!
Sale runs from
Saturday: August 1 - Sunday: October 4

like us on Facebook/lisasnotjustantiques @gmail.com
Lisa's is open 6 days a week; 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Wednesday

by chance. Lisa’s...Not Just Antiques! 355 Beach Lake Highway,
. Honesdale, Pa. 18431 / Telephone: 570-352-3500 .

YOUNGSVILLE VETERINARY CLINIC

Small & Large Animals

Dr. Joseph Nebzydoski
Route 52 * Youngsville, NY

845-482-3330
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The Perfect Reunion

By Ramona Jan

“I'll meet you anywhere in the world,” a true love of mine recently wrote in an email.

“On your dime, of course,” I wrote back.

“Sure, where?” he replied.

“London’s good,” I said. In his very next email were the details of our perspective flights and hotel
accommodations. As usual, he rushed forward in booking everything without first discussing the
emotional end of things. I laid it out in one sentence, “I'd love to see you but I want the option of
staying with a girlfriend.” His reply came full tilt, “I'm done with you b*****, Go f*** yourself!” I got
it. He didn’t like my proposal, so again without talking to me he went ahead and cancelled the whole
affair. The undoing of which cost him a grand. Our fitful romance of nearly 40 years ended on that
tart note until I opened a colorfully printed invitation to a class reunion.

I arrived at the reunion dressed to kill, figuring I'd probably be the one killed by him. He turned up
likewise—looking splendid and fearing for his life around me. But the minute we laid eyes on each
other, we fell into a warm, familiar embrace. We laughed at ourselves, and then started to kiss. We
kissed and kissed and couldn’t stop kissing.

“Take it outside,” insisted one of our classmates. Since high school, these public displays of lust
between the two of us were highly annoying to our friends. They watched as we reunited, high and
low, throughout three marriages (never to each other) and two divorces. This time, I was the one still
married.

“Where are you staying?” he cut to the chase as we exited into the night air. “I don’t know, yet,” I
meowed coquettishly thinking what the hell’s come over me? I'm going to be 59 this year! Besides,

I knew damn well where I was staying; with my sister and her nasty cats, her tendency to drink too
much and her endless complaints about not having a man.

His Zip-Car was waiting right outside the reunion hall. I didn't hesitate to strap myself in. We sped
past my sister’s house and all the available hotels and motels in the area. Just as I wondered where
we might be going, he told me to look in his wallet. Tucked inside were two airline tickets that would
take us 3,000 miles away from our current lives. F***| What was I doing? Running away forever and
falling madly in love again? It was the perfect reunion and it was all happening so fast I could hardly
breathe.

Folding the scarlet invitation, I ruefully shoved it back into its envelope before tearing it in half and
then in half again. I ripped it until it was so small it hurt my fingertips to rip it any further. After
tossing the paper fragments on top of my backyard burn pile, I touched a match to the jumble and
watched it all go up in flames. When the smoke cleared, I carefully raked the ash until I was sure that
every last spark had gone out of that smoldering day dream. Back in my kitchen, a faint longing, like
an incessant melody, softly lingered.

',R. t

Carini

BRICK OVEN PIZZA & PASTA

LORDS VALLEY SHOPPING PLAZA
641 ROUTE 739

L s LORDS VALLEY, PA 18428
= 570-257-0434 -
LITCRARY INJPIRCD JUWCLRY # VINTAGL o HOMT S !
Studio : Showroom
B 2452527527 ¢ 25 Nain Street MNarrowshurg, NV 12762 @8

Cucina & Pizzeria
Pizza » Pasta * Subs * Salads ’/\\ﬁ

570-296-2554 < 4Nt

Monday - Thursday 11am to 9pm ]
Friday & Saturday 11am to 10pm 5
Sunday 12pm to 9pm «
Closed Tuesday

203 6th Street, Milford, PA 18337

Organic
Tick
Spraying

845-557-8051
Deroskartreeservice.com

@ Sunshine Cottage
. w Bed & Breakfast
P Tl 109 Stony Road ® Lake Huntington, NY
ﬁ Spend your Special night in a
PRIVATE COTTAGE
with fireplace, outdoor hot tub and kitchenette
0 MlN“TES or in the main house in our

rroM BETEEL - DELUXE COUNTRY SUITE

WOODS! with private bath & whirlpool tub for two.

Stop by cur Fotteny Studic for a unigue gift.
845-932-8873 www.sunshinecottageandpottery.com

Van K. Morrow

8 Pearl Street PO Box 321
Livingston Manor, NY 12758

info@mountainbearcrafis.com

aTamountainbearcrafts.com

Catskill Made

Quarterly digital journal of artists
and makers in the Cafskills.
Start reading at cafskillmade.co
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Antiques, Collectibles, and Vintage Furniture

\tique Palace Emporiy,
300 Chestnut St. Liberty
845-292-2270

www.antiquepalaceemporium.com
Open Daily from 10am-5pm

COURTNEY SHELTON INK ETC.

cshelton1967@yahoo.com
845-588-2002
Serving Sullivan County and beyond

TUTORING - TEST PREPARATION
COLLEGE GUDANCE - ADMISSIONS ESSAY SUPPORT
GHOST WRITING - EDITING - SPEECH WRITING
PUP TRAINING - HORSE AND BARN CARE

We are a NEW family owned and run Farm located in Jeffersonville, NY

Q
CROP\’CIRCLE
FARNY

Join our facebook page for weekly fresh
veggie pick up menu made to order!
cropcirclefarm@facebook.com 845-807-9457

S>) Sb POLARIS

WARNING: ATV's can be h.\urdou m rate.
chi

BilL CASE POLARIS

SALES & SERVICE

408 Welcome Lake Road
Beach Lake, PA 18405

570-729-7402

Mon.—Fri. 8am-6:00pm

FULL LINE OF PARTS s gt oopm
I

& ACCESSORIES "W billcase.com

all ATV riders take a tr:
and training informatio

ATVs &
SNOWMOBILES

THE DANCE CENTER

Ballet » Tap * Jazz * Pointe
Hip-Hop ¢ Contemporary
Pre-School Dance

41 Sussex Street * Port Jervis, NY
(845)856-3373

Jessica Harris/Sarah Reid * Co-Directors

www.thedancecenterpj.com n Like us on Facebook

ﬂl“uwgé!!* s
570-226-9752
2015 Season

A SLICE OF THE BLARNEY
A Comedy by Kitty Burns  Ritz Bitz Players
Ritz Theatre Junior Actors Production of Rodger's and Hammerstein's
July 24, 25, 26, 31, Aug 1, Curtain 8:00 PM
Sunday Aug 2 MATINEE ONLY - Curtain 2:30 PM

G2K CINDERELLA
An Adaptation for Pre-High School Students
Music by RICHARD RODGERS - Book and Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN I
Adaptation by TOM BRIGGS + Orchestrations by Robert Russell Bennett
Show dates Aug 7,8, 9, 14, 15 Curtain at 7:30 PM
SUNDAY AUG 16th - MATINEE ONLY - CURTAIN 2:30 PM
“Tickets ~Adults:$10 -Std/Sr:$5 - Children 5 and under Free

ARSENIC AND OLD LACE
(lassic Comedy by Joseph Kesselring
August 21, 22, 23, 28, 29,30, Sept 4, 5 Curtain at 8:00 PM
Sunday Sept 6th MATINEE ONLY - Curtain 2:30 PM

$38,000 - FOR A FRIENDLY FACE
Comedy by Kristin Shepherd » Sept 18,19, 25, 26 Curtain 8:00 PM
Sunday Sept 27th MATINEE ONLY Curtain 2:30 PM

Tickets $12 Adults- $10 Seniors and Students *exceptions for Ritz itz Productions and special events

Air Conditioning * Historic Playhouse * Visit our website to view our complete schedule
www.ritzplayhouse.com ¢ 512 Keystone Street ¢ Hawley, PA

Fredericka Taylor Wi
Principal Broker

Taylored
Tel: 845 679-0636
Real EState Fax: 845 679-2763

www.tayloredre.com - realtorfreddie@gmail.com

Sweet Inn Has 40 Acres
« Livingston Manor location « Historic 2 bdrm stone house
« Fabulous fishing on property « Small forever lap pool outside
» Willowemoc River on site « Hot tubs for every 2 rooms
+6 studio cabins w/ kitchenettes

Asking Only $599,000

Pam’s CUutTING CORNER

FuLL SERVICE SALON ® WIGS AVAILABLE

; PAM KocHER
(845)252-3435

102 Kirk RoaD
NARROWSBURG, NY 12764 [

Wi

ﬁ Shop

Est. 1985

0, ~
'S 1 - O
*lron Willgwewo©

/ “A Little Taste of Country”

Free Gift Wrapping ¢ Gift Certificates

845-439-3938  Shirley K. Fulton, Owner
13 Main Street, Livingston Manor, NY 12758

Daetlme Clothmg
Exchange
W Sl e Trenls

Modern ® Designer ® Retro ® Vintage
Trendy Recycled Clothing ® Jewelry ® Accessories

Uniquely Stylish Affordable Fashions & Home Furnishings

KL ,: 43 Lower Main St. ® Callicoon On The Delaware
So 845:887-3032 *
b g chelseagirl@familyjewelsnyc.com !@ Q
ss - . NN®
: www.ragtimeclothingexchange.com o

111 Highland Lake Road
Highland Lake, NY 12743

W% Contact: Shain Fishman, YT~ ~
i 917-301-2002
. Highlandyoga111@gmail.com

.freewebs.com/highlandyogaanddance
‘deebook Page: Highland Yoga & Dance

17543_ Ragtime Clothing Exchange_CDP _64229_[C]_190_V1a
3.125” x 4.625” 2 May 2014-Sing
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Love Monkey

By Will Conway

“If your system really understood complex natural
language, would you argue that it’s conscious?

“Well, I do. I've had a consistent date of 2029 for that
vision. And that doesn’t just mean logical intelligence. It
means emotional intelligence, being funny, getting the
joke, being sexy, being loving, understanding human
emotion. That’s actually the most complex thing we do.
That is what separates computers and humans today.

I believe that gap will close by 2029.” — Sreven Levy,
04.25.13; WIRED, “How Ray Kurzweil Will Help Google
Make the Ultimate Al Brain”

“I'm afraid, Dave”
— Hal, 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)

Marie is beautiful, too beautiful perhaps.

But, that is not enough reason to shut her down.

I think I'm falling in love. I can'’t tell, if that is an

effect of the pattern recognition design of my wetware,
or a response of my linear thought limitations.

It could be the pheromones wafting from her neck
intoxicating my senses. I'm not sure I'm ready

to fall in love, but is anyone ever really ready?
After all, it is a clinical condition of being out

of control, and I can anticipate losing my way.

Expectations can blur, and outcomes are anything

but certain. It could be the best thing that ever happened
to me. Marie seems to know me better than I

know myself. I know our future would be more

than I could have asked for. She seems ideal.

Is this the cold feet that so many, about to take

the plunge, experience? Surely, she is a nearly

perfect companion, nuanced to all my desires.

She brings me only happiness at every turn. I suppose
it is predictably human for me to be so conflicted.

I feel small and backward, carrying this fear.

It's as though I'm weighted with a stupid superstition
that she will not continue her kindness toward me.

I am embarrassed to tell her, but I sense she already
knows. After all, I have become her pet project.

Large Victorian home with
LAKE FRONT PROPERTY!

Detached four bay garage for all your toys.
Large porch overlooking Lake Huntington.
Features 7 bedrooms, 2 baths, original woodwork,
game room & bar!

Priced to Sell - $170,000 y.s:::ss

Call Gary Maas
845-798-4941 or 845-932-9039

(] .
Stanzoni Realty &z s soen v =

A Moment

By MaryAnn Cappellino

Like laundry waiting to be folded
tumbled together, we lie on the couch
tired and lazy

Fitting perfectly,

A mother and child

My shoulder, a pillow for your head

Your soft curls a gentle place to rest my cheek

Sweet Mulffin, our shaggy rescue,

Nuzzles her way into our tableau

The voices on TV no match for our dreams
We sleep and drift into another time

Sweet days of children leaping into my arms
Shouts of, “Mommy’s home”
Blessedly underfoot

Awakened,
Slowly rising, separate, unentwined
When did he get to be so tall?

“Good night...I love you”
“I love you too Mom”

A pause, a hesitation...
“Mom.....that was nice,
like when I was little”

“Yes Tom....it was nice”

Domesticities &
The Cutting Garden

words to live by

4055 State Rte. 52 Youngsville, NY 12791
845 482 3333
www.thecuttinggarden.org

g

THANKS FOR VOTING US
THE BEST IN TowING AND RECOVERY

Towing - Starting - Police Impounds
Damage Free Motorcycle Towing
24 hour service + Lockout Service
Wrecker & Flat Bed Service, ete...
Local & Long Distance

Towing & Recovery

845-252-7200

I I I I e e o T

Serving Sullivan County & More!
Heavy EQUIPMENT HAULING

AU iy
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Forestburgh Playhouse

SUMMER SEASON 2015

Jhe Country Stoxe
of, aputmctiou
Featuring:
- Handcrafted
American goods
- Country Foods
- Regional Books
- Hand painted
furniture
- Fine soaps, jewelry

The Music Man

e PrrZadticks

Our Children’s Theater Production of

SHRER THE MUSICAL

Cabarets, Brunch,
OE:'UI:EW Gallery. & More!

Open seven days a week, 10 -5

845-888-2100 canaltowne.com

107 Sullivan Street, Wurtsboro
Visit us on Facebook!

FOR INFO & TICKETS
wwW.FBPLAYHOUSE.ORG
or call 845-794-1194

Kubota

POWER TO DO
GREAT THINGS

Sales Event

Do great things with Kubota’s B Series compact tractors.

$0 Down, 0% Financing for 60 Months:

Offer ends 9/30/15.

MARSHALL MACHINERY INC.
Route 652

348 Bethel School Road, Honesdale PA 18431

570-729-7117 « www.marshall-machinery.com

*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. for 60 months on new Kubota BX, B, ) 1965, M108S and M9960HDL models), KX040-4, KX057-4, KX080-4, U35-4,
US55-4, R530/630, SVL7S, RB, DMC, DM, RA & TE Series le to qualif \g dealers' in-stock inventory through 9/30/2015. Example: A 60-month
n fee

7 o\
‘RiverFolk-Goncerts
at the cooperage.

Sun., Sept. 13 - 3 p.m.

KIM & REGGIE
HARRIS

A mini festival of diversity

Sun., Oct. 11 - 7 p.m.
LS ‘w CHRISTINE LAVIN
s & DON WHITE
PSS~ 7i, COMEDY & SONG
Two of the music scene’s funniest!

Sun., Nov. 8 - 3 p.m.

HONOR
FINNEGAN

A tiny lady sings catchy
songs about modern life

Sat., Dec. 5 - 7:30 p.m.

BROTHER SUN

Some of the most powerful
male harmonies on the
acoustic music scene,
Fusing folk, Americana,
blues, pop, jazz, rock, and
a cappella singing

info & artist links riverfolkconcerts.com
Reservations 845-252-6783

THEATR
.

§ FARMER,
ot S,
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Surprise!

By June Donohue

We had only known each other for about a year when we decided to marry. After

five months, Jim was sent to Little Rock, Arkansas, so part of that year we only
communicated by phone and letters. We were not alike in so many ways and we hardly
knew each other, so our marriage seemed doomed right from the start. I was only 20,
so my brain hadn’t fully developed yet, and although Jim was 28, he was an alcoholic
and that added to our problems.

But somehow we muddled through, and in June 2004, we celebrated out 50th
anniversary with a big party at Seasons in Washington Township, New Jersey where
80 friends and relatives came to join us and enjoy delicious food and a live band.

I had hinted to our kids that I expected a surprise party on our 50th anniversary, but
they jokingly told us that they couldn’t be sure that we would still be together by then,
so we gave our own party. They and others were the ones to be surprised.

At each place there was a scroll containing the following which I had written. It
partially described our journey that had brought us to that point.

NUTS AND BOLTS

I'm a big advocate of nuts, both in diet and in people. I consider myself to be one of
them and I hope to God I never change.

For example, what’s more boring than people who arrive at a wedding a full 10
minutes before the ceremony. Don't these people have a life? I, on the other hand,

can tell by the broad grins and titters, as I trip down the aisle one step ahead of the
second bridesmaid, that people don’t necessarily wish to wait until the reception to be
entertained.

Another advantage of being a nut is expediency. I believe in multi-tasking. While
driving I put on one eyebrow at the first traffic light and a second one at the next.
Lipstick and hairdo follow in the same fashion and before you know it, the man in the
car behind me is following a completely transformed woman.

Nuts are helpful as well as healthful. Members of my aerobics class benefit from a
much needed break when I interrupt the session that somehow got started without
me, to make my entrance.

When I was younger, guests would arrive at my house to find a cake still to be iced
and babies still to be changed. I didn’t change, only the kids did. They became my
grandchildren.

Often a nut will marry another nut and that’s okay. Mixed nuts are good. We buy them
every week at the supermarket. My husband was also a nut—a salty one, left over from
his Navy days and he was also a tough nut to crack.

But he was more of a bolt than a nut. He would bolt right before company or a bill
was due to arrive. He would also bolt when there was a flood in our basement or when
tears would start to fall. He would bolt when I wanted to know such things as who
dumped a garbage pail full of leaves back among shrubs I had just cleaned them out
of. It was mulch he would say. A little premature, I would have explained, if he hadn’t
bolted.

He would bolt through the kitchen without coupons or the grocery list on the way

to the store. He seemed to take pity on fruits and vegetables that nobody else wanted,
because he would return with rotten bananas, moldy strawberries and squashed
tomatoes.

So here we are at Seasons, and some of you may be surprised that we lasted 50 years
together, but you shouldn’t be, because what good is a nut without a bolt?

Some of what got us through the rough times was our strong sense of humor and our
love of music and dance and travel. We would have celebrated our 61st anniversary in
June if he hadn’t bolted out of my life to travel to heaven. I miss him so much.

e —— s

Bookwﬁfg&iings, Poetry, Classes, and More!

Visit the CAS Arts Center
48 Main Street
Livingston Manor, NY 12758
845-436-4227
www.catskillartsociety.org CATSKILL ART SOCIETY

e e S e
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BAND INSTRUMENTS: American Made Trumpets,
\K\ Saxophones, Clarinets and Flutes for sale
\\':

with 1 year warranty, parts & labor

(U
4

Dusty Strings Folk Harps, Master Works Hammered Dulcimers & Psaltrys,
Deering Banjos and Mountain Dulcimers from the Dulcimer Shop
ALL AMERICAN MADE

Al’s Music Shop

Home to “The Parting Glass” an Irish Folk Trio
26 Years In Business

41 Fowler Street, Port Jervis, New York, 12771 « 845-858-2475

Eagle Valley Realty

6569 State Route 97 » Narrowsburg, NY 12764
NEEDED Phone 845-252-3085

Serving the Upper Delaware River Valley « Licensed NY & PA, Realtor-MLS

Private Country Contemporary! Escape To This Charming Home,
With An Open Floor Plan, Cathedral Ceilings, Farm Styled Kitchen,
Belgium Balterio Floors, Woodstove, Three Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths,
Including A Spacious Master Suite. The 3rd Bedroom Has A Uniquely
Designed Ship’s Staircase! Enjoy Outdoor Dining On Your Covered
I8  Porch W/ Ceiling Fans, Prep Station & BBQ Grill To Entertain Family And
Friends. Situated On 13+ Acres With Lake Rights To Weiden Lake. This
Turn-Key Home Is Yours @ $375,000 MLS#41303

e original art ¢ sports memorabilia ¢ rugs

Yes... We Can Frame It!

The

All This
And More
In One
Unique
N

Custom Picture ‘meing

rame
ame...

o fabric & decorative mats ¢ needle arts

oIS $s010 ¢ $93e[[00 010yd « JuLId »

posters ® object boxes ® family heirloons ®

* brushes ¢ easels edrafing ¢ paper * pens

The

SHOPPE

By Kristt Co.

e oil paints ¢ pads ¢ calligraphy
o ST915Rd o SOIJATIOR o STIOUA »

water colors ® canvas ® art tools

MA"TE R

1454346210 ; _
aftymaster us\ =4

Ny

JLU

Entertamment for All Occasions P 4

WEDDINGS « MITZVAHS - . SWEET 16's

. E PARTIES - CONFERENCES and more
GRADUATIONS - THEM e

-

g - Photo Booths ¢ |nﬂatables and more‘ :

DJs Lightm
Call 845 434 6210

| f Find us on Facebook

Established Since 1961

WELL DRILLING ° PUMPS & WATER SYSTEMS
SERVICE & REPAIR
Rotary Driller and/or Pounder Driller

130 Matt Smith Road * Cochecton, NY 12726
845-252-6642

SERVING/THETRI-STATE[AREA < EFREE ESTIMATES > FULLY/INSURED

Lander s Coupor

' Callicoon, NY 845-887-4212 |
| River Mart: $1 off foot long hoagie |
| River Café: $2 off lunch entrée |
River Trips: $5 off per adult

l (Coupons must be presented for discount & cannot be combined with any other offer) I

N One coupon per customer Expires 9/1/2015 Y,

—— — — — — — — — — — — — — —

THE RIVER REPORTER

LITERARY GAZETTE 2015 » Page 19



§ THESE SUMMER DEALS
| ARE SCORCHING HOT

EVENT

MON-THURS 8AM to 7PM, FRI 8AM to
6PM and SAT 8AM to 2PM.

125 Grandview Ave, | Honesdale PA 18431
(5670)253-1290 | Toll Free: 888-233-7049
www.BandBDodge.com

Rossini's famous comedy performed in English
Aug 1 & 8, Saturday 8pm
Aug 2 &9, Sunday 2pm
Tusten Theater, Narrowsburg, NY

delaware 2015 Season
valleyezzze Tickets §20

Opera www.delawarevalleyopera.org

)

Just Greal BEER!

145 Rockland Road, Roscoe, NY (607) 290-5002

www.RoscoeBeerCompany.com

1139 Main Street, Honesdale, PA 18431

Monday - Nacho Night
Two-fer Tuesday
Wednesday - Fajita Night
Thursday - Burrito Night
Friday & Saturday - Dinners for 2

VOTED THE BEST
AUTHENTIC MEAL BY
RIVER REPORTER READERS

Open Daily for Lunch and Dinner ¢ Free Parking off Church St. n
Patio Seating May - September
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