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2. EREE.

“Be careful to follow every command I am
giving you today, so that you may live and increase
and may enter and possess the land that the LORD
promised on oath to your forefathers.” Deuteronomy
8:1.This is the great promise. This is a promise so
big that we can only attain it through one way- the
way of obedience.

“Be careful to follow every command I am
giving you today.” The word “today” is important.
This day is strategic because our actions now will
lead us closer to our destiny. We should dedicate
the day to God. Now is the time to move toward
His promises and if we know this truth, our souls
will be awakened with new zeal and a new hope.

What do we need to know about a blessed life?

1. We need to know that we have fantastic life
because we have a fantastic God.
The Bible tells us that we start from the Garden
of Eden, yet our experiences are stories of
brokenness. Our past was full of frustrations,
entanglements, and empty dreams.
“Yester-day” was full of defeat and pain, a
result of rebellion and sin. Today, our lives can
be different if we know how to reclaim the lost
promise. Our future is now under the watchful
care of a loving and awesome God. Our future
carries the fulfillment of the promised land.
Once we know God, the stories of our lives will
be changed. Success will no longer come from
our fruitless strivings or vain efforts. Instead,
we find significance as the hands of God rest
upon us and lead us. Once we know God, we
know what to forsake and what to invest our
lives in. If we know what is God’s best for us,

we would no longer pursue sand in an hour
glass.

We need to know that the way to get to the
promised land is none other than to walk with
Him. Obedience to the word of God means
entry to the promised land. Our life journey
should be an intense time of seeking God.
Instead, we dump God with countless petitions,
but not all our petitions to God are important or
significant to His kingdom business. Many
times, our anxiety reveals the weaknesses of
our faith. God is faithful and trusting but we are
not. As we obey God more and more, we begin
to develop spiritual sensitivity and greater trust
on Him. Our inner drive to control every
outcome will gradually mellow out into times
of resting and trusting on the Lord. We as
Asian Christians have a particularly tough
battle to fight through since we are often driven
by shame and performance. With our
self-independent spirit, our faith becomes
under-developed. Work-based lifestyle drains
us of the radiating lifestyle that can only be an
outcome of a trust-based, grace-empowered life
in Christ. If we are trained to be more sensitive
to the leading of the Holy Spirit and the
instruction of the Scripture, we will not be
intimidated by the tyranny of the day. Resting
in God comes as naturally as breathing. When
we hold fast to that promise from Him, we will
be experiencing God’s hand in our hands.
Likewise, Moses’ staff transcends beyond
merely being a shepherd’s rod. It has become
an instrument of God’s spiritual authority. As
we obey every commandment of the word of
God, we experience God’s power and grace.




3. We need to know that God’s plan stays
constant.
We need to plan our lives around God’s glory.
Moses understood the will of God as he battled
Pharaoh. Moses was unyielding in order for the
Israelite slaves to show forth His glory. The
LORD gave this message to Moses for the
Israelites: “I will take you as My own people,
and I will be your God. Then you will know
that I am the LORD your God, who brought
you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians,”
Exodus 6:7.God Himself must speak to us
through His servants because we are so weak
and prone to errors. Imagine that, a perfect
fantastic God of the universe deciding to walk
with us--a sinful, weak, tempted people-- on
this life journey! God must have taken up a lot
and put Himself at risk. Nevertheless, God
prodded Moses and His people to get going,
and He took on the liability on Himself. God is
simply saying: Let’s move forward. For forty
years in the wilderness, God was still amidst
them, never giving up on them. Exodus 13:21
declares, “By day the LORD went ahead of
them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their
way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them
light, so that they could travel by day or night.”
God’s constant guidance and His Shekinah
( glory ) were so visible that no one could have
missed the continual proof of the presence and
protection of God. God’s footprint was felt in
every unmarked territory. God showed the way
in the desert for His people. His voice was all
too sufficient for Moses to lead, to pause, to
rest, to pray and to eat.

Our lives in Christ are exciting ways to the
fantastic life. When we see there is a higher
purpose in what we do, we have the momentum
and excitement to go through life and seek God’s
glory. We can move beyond. Career can be more
than career. It can be a place to glorify God.
Parenting can be a rewarding task as we build
young lives for God’s ministry. Volunteering can
go beyond just killing time. Suffering can work to
mature our faith in life. “Consider it pure joy, my
brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith
develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its

work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.” James 1:2-4.

The list can go on. God has decided to walk
with us all through our life journey. Remember,
God steps out of His sovereign throne into our
mess. Our imperfection and sinfulness in turn
becomes the display of God’s perfecting grace.
Jesus says to all of us, “My grace is sufficient for
you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” 2
Cor 12: 9.

The new edition of En-Yan steps out of its
language barrier into the great promise of sharing
life with one another. Some would ask, “Why
English articles? Would we lose the original focus
and turn away the Chinese audience?” My simple
answer is this: We have a fantastic life that can be a
blessing to many around us if we know this
fantastic God. We walk by obedience to know the
Lord we confess in Chinese is the same Lord we
confess in English. We are to live our lives
centered on God’s glory.

In the past two years, the church is awakened
to a new beginning. We exist not because of our
language, but rather we exist to glorify God by
living out the heart of Jesus. Jesus walked through
the towns and villages of Galilee, rode into
Jerusalem, entered into the homes of Gentiles, and
shared meals with sinners and tax collectors. In His
final 6 hours, He turned to the Romans who
showed Him cruelty, to the Jews who displayed
foolishness, and to those who exhibited apathy at
His work on the cross, and He said, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.” Luke 23:34.Do not allow language and
culture to move us away from the heart of the
Heavenly Father who desires all to come under the
power and grace of His Son. Eph 2:11-13.God
continues to show us the power of a surrendered
life. Moses proclaimed that promise to 2 million
Jewish people in the desert. Paul demonstrated that
same power through his life given in sacrifice for
the sake of the gospel and his missionary trips to
the Gentile nations. Their lives were opened to
serving and walking with God. What we have not
yet seen is the power of a surrendered church
where the church is repenting from religion, pride
and debauchery.



obedience. Let us get ourselves ready to move
Today. let us gain momentum, as God’s vision forward-- less of us but more of Christ.
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My name is Kent Zhang. I wish to thank our
loving God for allowing me to stand before you -
to proclaim my intention to accept Jesus Christ as
my savior. May He abide in me as I abide in Him
and glorify His name until eternity.

I want to express my thanks to my cousin
Wang Cheng - he was the one who brought me to
this church. Even when I rejected his invitations,
his answer was always, “Thank you Lord. May
your name be glorified!”

I believe that my family's move to
Sacramento was the will of God. Two months ago,
we had no idea where we were headed. Our
Almighty God guided us step by step toward this
city - and unto His outstretched arms and warm
embrace.

The first question on my baptismal
application form was “How did you come to know
Jesus Christ as your personal savior?” Here is my
answer: In the past twenty years, I have heard
Jesus' name numerous time. I have been to



Christian churches and Bible Study groups. I have
also joined countless evangelical meetings. 1
cried profusely after hearing Bro. Zhang Boli's
testimony on his exile from China. Once I was
already in line ready to be baptized when I asked
the fellow right next to me, “What happens after
our baptism?” His answer was, “After your
baptism, you're to emulate everything in Jesus'
life. ” I thought to myself, “Jesus was a holy man.
I'm just a mere mortal. Moreover, I am still a
bachelor - maybe I should find a wife first. ” I
quickly exited the premise with a clever excuse.
I continued to read biblical stories and watched
several films about Jesus. However, my
understanding of salvation was quite shallow and I
was easily swayed by mass thinking and doubts.

Sometime ago, we had a major family crisis.
My wife Maggie and I both felt we should seek
help through a church. We called cousin Wang
Cheng knowing that he is a devout Christian. With
his encouragement, we embarked on the first step
in our spiritual journey towards eternal life. The
day was August 12, 2012, a Sunday.

Many of my friends asked me, “Why accept
Christ at this stage of my life?” My foremost
reason is “I am lost”.Frankly, I had my share of
trials and tribulations. I had this “lost” feeling all
my life. When I am became well established with
a wonderful family and the “Five - blessings” [in
Chinese traditions, the 5 F's refer to B F(car),
R ¥ (money), = F(wife). 5 F(son). BF
(house)]. Why do I still have this “lost” feeling?”
My friends joked that I am either facing a midlife
crisis or in a pre-Alzheimer stage. Truthfully, I
had to face many crises in my life: I had been
found wanting as a family man; my bad temper
had brought me much grief. I am also a born
worrier, I worry about how to fit in a new
environment. I have an intense fear of bodily
deterioration and aging. I feel so helpless, weak
and yes, lost. My Christian friends tell me that
“God's strength is manifested in man's weakness”
and that “The end of man's schemes is the
beginning of God's mercy”. God has a way of
dealing with proud people who live their lives

oblivious to His presence. My pride has driven me
to the edge of desperation and hopelessness.
And as soon as I admitted that [ am lost and I need
Him, our loving God extends His helping hands.
He offered me a path of life. But without your
encouragement, [ will not be standing here today.
I am so grateful to all of you. As I read the gospels
and spiritual books such as Li Cheng's “Songs of a
Wanderer”, I began to understand God's perfect
plan of salvation. His unconditional love for
mankind culminated in the death of Jesus Christ
on the cross. His resurrection brings us hope of
eternal life. All who confess their sins and accept
Christ's redemption will have everlasting life. On
October 21, 2012, in our Beginners / Seeker's
class, I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal
savior. | know that I am now a child of God with
all His promises.

This morning, I bask in the light of God, the
love of Jesus and you as witnesses. I do not wish
this to be just a fulfillment of duty. I shall
encourage myself to make today's pledge an
everlasting one - that I will be eternally thankful
to God. I shall worship Him in truth and testify
His goodness before men.

I used to think that I have no miracles in my
life. I admire others who have seen signs and
wonders in their lives. That has all changed - God
has bestowed upon me imprints of His miracles. I
will cite two instances:

I am a cancer survivor. About a year ago,
rectal cancer cells were detected during a routine
physical examination. My X-rays revealed the
dreaded “Big C”. I said to myself, “I am done! No
doubt it's a death sentence!” My knees started
trembling and my heart began pounding. I had
difficulty breathing and I turned pale all over. I
was petrified and scared stiff. Then the doctor
comforted me by assuring me that my survival
odds are very high (almost 100%), unfortunately,
the chances of recurrence is also high (above
50%). The prognosis spelled relief for me
momentarily. It was followed by chills down my
spines. The doctor gave me some good advice.



Ironically, all these vacuous comforting words
further affirmed that my end is near. My pressure
mounted and my vision turned bleak. I was
preoccupied with thoughts of my remaining days
as I penned my last will and testaments.

At first, I kept my terminal ailments from my
family. However, as the surgery date drew near, |
grudgingly unveiled the horrific news to my wife
Maggie. She was very helpful in taking care of all
the preparations for my surgery. Thanks be to our
gracious God - my cancer surgery was successful.
Maggie bought me a self-help book on cancer. I
perused the thick book, and one statistic caught
my attention,”80% of cancer patients do not
succumb to the disease, they are more likely to be
scared to death!” Today, I stand before you a
healthy person. I had two post-surgery exams, the
last one took place just three weeks ago. As |
waited for my test results, I prayed to God, “My
Lord God, I accepted you as my personal savior
just recently. I have a lot of growing up to do.Help
me cleanse my sins day by day. Give me the
chance to spread your “good news” to others.
Please grant me more days to glorify you on
earth. ” A few days later, I got the lab report, “No
trace of cancer! Nothing! *

Then there is the second miracle. I was a
heavy drinker when I was in China. Initially, I
started drinking for social purposes. Soon, I was
drinking heavily at home to improve my liquor
tolerance. These abuses led to all kinds of physical
ailments. I also became short-tempered and easily
agitated, thus causing our marital relation to
wither. About a month ago, I began to realize that
God is surely displeased with my drinking binges.
Since I have already made a decision to follow
Jesus Christ, I should quit doing things that bring
shame to Him. This resulted in my wife telling me
recently, “You are a changed man. I love you
more with the passing of each day.” These sweet
nothings are music to my ears. I thank our dear
Lord Jesus - for His saving grace and my
unmerited favor”.

In conclusion, I wish to share an intimate
feeling. Lately, I notice that I am quick to shed

tears of emotion. For example, I was alone in my
car one day, a radio sermon on Jesus' grace made
me cry as | reflect upon the cross. Sometimes,
even a simple rendition of the doxology song
instantly brings tears of thanksgiving and joy.
What's happening to me? I used to embrace the
mantra ‘“Real men shed no tears”. I believe that
such tears of joy are shed by a vagabond who has
reached the end of his rope; a loafer who is weary
of wrestling with the devil; a wayward son who
has returned to his father's home.

With teary eyes, I thank God for blessing me
with His gift of salvation. To Him be all the honor and glory!
o if - A o S .
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My name is Maggie Liu, my Chinese name
literally means “Strong Soldier”. You can easily
guess that I come from a Communist cadre's
family. 1 am a child of new China nurtured
under the Red Flag, Even though my generation
did not experience frequent famines and political
turmoil, nonetheless, we were educated in the
dialectics of atheism and materialism.

After smooth  sailing through my
educational process, I found a job at the
Guangzhou Railroad Company. [ subsequently
started my own business which lasted for a few
years. | enjoyed my material abundance and a
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respectable standard of living. However, I never
really gave much thought to my spiritual beliefs.
I often thought that religious beliefs are crutches
for the poor and desperate. I can work hard and
achieve success all by myself. Soon I became a
proud, egotistic, self-absorbed and unrestrained
person.

In 2005, T met my neighbor Tony and his
family. He was an English teacher from England.
He gave me a Holy Bible and invited my son and I
to join their bible studies and fellowship meetings.
It was my first exposure to the Bible - it was also
the first time I heard about God's creation and
Jesus Christ's death on the cross paving the way
for our salvation. Although I was moved by Jesus'
sacrifice and love, I still felt these were traditional
western folklores whose sole purpose was to
preach kindness and goodness. Tony has a mixed
family - he and his wife had six children from
their previous marriages. Their youngest daughter
was born with “Down's Syndrome” and she
required full-time care. As a witness to their
struggles, my heart was deeply troubled. But they
both felt the little girl was a special gift from God.
I began to wonder how they could turn such
misfortunes into blessings. They even gave all
glory to God. | didn’t know that, God was using
my neighbors to plant a seed of gospel in my life.
It was His way of extending His gracious hands to
me. However, each time I would politely reject the
invitations of this lovely Christian family.

Sins had indeed blinded my vision. I chose to
define my own values and to pursue lofty goals on
my own terms. In the ensuing years, the devil took
advantage of my weakness and soft spots. I sunk
deeper into a bottomless pit. I could not change
my deep-rooted sense of pride. 1 felt that the
only way to attain fulfillment was through my
own ability. I was totally oblivious of God's
blessings and living a life devoid of thanksgiving.
The devil continued to tempt and control me - |
became hopelessly enslaved to sin. Still, God
never gave up on a rebellious child like me. He
continued to reach out to me with His hands of
mercy.



I have an aunt whom I have not seen for
many years. She was the most beautiful and gentle
woman [ ever knew. About 30 years ago, while
pregnant, she consumed an overdose of
anti-diarrhea medicine and gave birth to a
mentally-handicapped baby girl. She was ridden
with guilt for half her adult life. Her marriage was
ruined and her sufferings never let up. Then in
2006, I saw her again and what a changed person
she was. Gone were her wrinkles and scrawny
features. Her face exuded overflowing radiance
and joy. She had found Jesus Christ - who gave
her the faith and courage to face life's many
challenges. Trusting in Jesus brought her hope for
this life and the afterlife. She also gave me a Holy
Bible and prayed for me - that God will soon bless
me with an abundance of joy. In spite of another
witness sharing her life-changing testimony, I
willfully chose to live in darkness with no feeling
of repentance.

In the past few years, I sank even deeper into
the depth of sin. I felt so helpless as I wrestled
with the devil. The burden of sin weighed down
on me and took away my joy of living. It was at
this moment when our Lord Jesus Christ showed
me His mercy once more. This time, my cold
and hardened heart began to thaw. At long last,
my soul felt an attraction towards His saving
grace.

Our family moved to Sacramento in July,
2012. My husband's cousin Wang Cheng brought
us to Chinese Grace Bible Church. As we stepped
into the sanctuary, I was deeply moved by the
worship songs and tears of joy started rolling
down my cheeks. I felt warmth caressing my
restless soul. In the following Sundays, I joined
the Beginners/Seekers' Class. 1 began to
understand how love among Christians reflects the
glory of God. Praise the Lord! Since I joined the
group, I felt peace and assurance in my heart. My
home also became a place of solace and rest.
Whenever there are petty arguments, I'd hear a
faint voice asking me, “Are you glorying God?”. |
would calmly admit my own shortcomings. Every
time I focused my ire on my son's faults, I would
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pray and seek God's forgiveness for I know that
our Almighty God listens to my prayers. 1 will
honor Him as the Lord of our household who
loves us and shines His light upon us.

I'd like to thank Bro. Tang Tao and Sister.
Hao Zongyin for lending me the book entitled
“Eternity is Calling” o The book opened my
spiritual eyes to discern the true meaning of life.
It also answers many of my questions concerning
life. Bro. Liang Jinyou and Sister. Ding, Ya
inspired me with their living testimonies. I am
also encouraged by others who serve with
humility in order to bring glory to God. I wish to
thank Teachers Kao Chi and Rachel Wang for
their awesome explanation of God's salvation plan
- how He sent His only begotten son to die on the
cross for the propitiation of our sins. His death,

resurrection, ascension give us the hope of eternal
life.

I thank our Heavenly Father for allowing our
son Sam, and my husband Kent to take this step of
faith of baptism as a family. I confess my sins
before God with you as my witnesses. I accept
Jesus into my heart as my personal savior. I
resolve to follow Jesus for the rest of my life. I
pledge to grow ever closer to our Lord and do His
will. T will honor Him and bring glory to His name.
Thank you!

ORF: K& ( Sam Zhu,14 BX)
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My name is Sam Zhu (14). I was born in
Guangzhou, China. I am an immigrant who has
been in the US for only about three months. I
come to worship God with my parents on Sundays.

The first time I set foot in CGBC, I instantly
felt the warmth of our brothers and sisters. Their
smiling faces and their friendly greetings are truly
“contagious”. At first, I had a hard time understanding
the profound concepts in the Bible. I spent time
studying the scriptures on the internet. I also
listened to streaming sermons with my parents.
Subsequently, I joined the Beginners/Seekers'
class. Teacher Kao Chi's explanation of the biblical
truths truly enlightened me. I began to understand the
marvels of God's creation and His salvation plan
through the birth of Jesus Christ. His death on the
cross also cleanses me of all my sins.

After watching Pastor Yuan Zhiming's series
on “How I Come to Know Jesus”, I affirmed my
desire to be a Christian. Pastor Yuan used his past
trials and tribulations to testify the presence of
Jesus Christ in his life. I was deeply moved after
watching the complete series. My beliefs were
strengthened and I resolved to be a Christian. On
November 4 of last year, Mother and I accepted
Jesus as our personal savior.

At my young age, I have not really
experienced many signs and wonders. However,
ever since we started worshiping God as a family,
we have experienced many “miracles”. For instance, I
used to delight in arguing with Mom on trivial
issues. For every word she said, I would rebuff her
three times over. Since I accepted Christ as the
Lord of my life, I do not engage in such petty
arguments any longer. I know that God does not
delight in me if I continue to show disrespect for
my parents. Soon, I obtained a new perspective
that Mom is not such a “nagger” after all. She has
also become more loving and affectionate in her
demeanor. As we all reflect on our shortcomings and
confess our sins before God, our family has
become a restful abode filled with joy.

My earlier education inculcated in me the



theory that mankind evolved from monkeys.
Today, I no longer subscribe to such a belief. God
created us in His image and He is the Lord of our
life. He created the whole universe and everything
in it. He loves us so much that He sent His
beloved Son to atone for our sins. I am willing to
embrace His son Jesus Christ as my personal
savior.

ame a Christian, my whole life
AR
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was transformed. I began to seek and follow God's
will. [ want to be a child of God who glorifies Him.
My heart is filled with a desire to love and care for
others. I resolve to be God's instrument to bring
more people before Him - so that they, too, can
enjoy a new and transformed life.
everyone!

Thanks,
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My name is Sean Yen. I was born in
Taiwan and had gone to church every week with
my parents since early childhood. I was familiar
with all the bible stories, but did not take a
further step to follow God. When I was in 4™
grade, my dad had an opportunity to study at the
graduate school of the University of South
Carolina, so our whole family moved there.

In December 2011, friends at the youth
ministry encouraged my brother and me to join
the Mexico Outreach Team. After I signed up, |
was confused as to why the preparation for the
trip required so much effort and time. I was
shocked to see the other team members’ hard
working attitude as they sacrificed their time to
serve God. Not a single word of complaint was
heard from them. When we arrived in Mexico,
God taught me that in order to understand His
purpose for me and to follow Him, I must first
deny myself. That was when I realize that
everything God did had a purpose. If I do not
receive His calling with a humble attitude, then I
will not be able to interpret them correctly.

Looking back, I saw the reasons why God
brought me to America. He wanted to open my
perspective and be able to understand a different
culture; to come to Chinese Grace Bible Church;
to meet fellow Christians who obeyed His will
without complaint; and to learn from their
examples. In mid-August of last year, my dad,
my brother, and I were involved in a major car
accident. God’s wings shielded us from danger.
The car was demolished, but no physical harm
afflicted us. Through this incident, I witnessed
life’s fragility. My faith was further fortified
after seeing my father receive his baptism after
this incident.

In the past, I often considered my needs
before God. Throughout these past few years,
however, God has corrected me on numerous
occasions. God is always watching and teaching
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Upon graduation, the Lord closed the doors that
would have allowed us to remain in the US, so
our family packed our bags and moved back to
Taiwan. I thought our lives have finally settled
down and we won’t have to change schools, go
to new churches, and adjust to an unfamiliar
culture. I was wrong. Just when I was getting
ready to enter into high school, with a broad
stroke, God took us back to the US. I was
stunned by the change of events and wanted to
resist this change in destiny.

me life lessons. He taught me to listen to His
voice obediently and understand His purpose for
me. [ must learn to abandon my fishing net to
follow God like what the disciples did. Whether I
am in Taiwan, America, or Mexico, I will obey
God and serve Him without complete obedience.

I want to thank God for opening my heart
to announce that Jesus is my savior. [ will follow,
praise and worship God all of my life.
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My name is Yen Yih-an, English name is
Andrew. I came from Taiwan with my family in
the summer of 2010, when I was just entering 9™
grade. The move was my dad’s idea: but it was
for us. The scope of Taiwanese education is very
narrow, and my dad wanted to provide my
brother and me with an education that could open
the world to us. In Taiwan, he was a very
well-respected doctor from the top university,
and our family lived, although not luxuriously,
comfortably enough. With a family of 5, and few
relatives in the states, the move was difficult, and
we spent months packing, slowly getting our
essentials packed into boxes and stashing them
into a crate, while putting the essentials into
several large suitcases. As our house slowly
emptied out, the reality of the move slowly sunk
in. We were going! There’s no turning back!

Soon our whole lives will be irrevocably changed,

and God knows how long it would be before we
came back. On the eve of leaving, and the last
night in our house, we slept on cardboard boxes,
as all of our furniture have been sold, packed, or
given away. The special that night was whatever
we picked up from the 7-11 at the end of the
street. What did we feel? I’m not sure about my
family, but I was excited, but also terrified, and
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hesitant. What would we see on the other side of
the ocean? Of course, we have visited our
relatives on vacation, but actually coming here
and settling down is a whole different matter. We
were still unfamiliar with the language and
customs, and the prospect of entering the dreaded
high school as a freshman was daunting, to say
the least. However, one thought calmed my mind.
I was sure that because God prepared this way
for us, he would not put obstacles in the way that
are not too much to handle, and if we just call out
to Hm in faith, He will not fail to deliver us.

Fast forward to today. We are now currently
living in our second house, having since moved
out of our first one. Eric, my younger brother, is
in sixth grade, and soon to be middle - schooler
and soccer “superstar”. My brother, Sean, will be
moving to college next year to ‘“conquer the
world”, and I soon to join him. Mom and Dad
should lead peaceful lives without us.

These past two years for me has been
something of a turning point. Since very young I
have been convinced that Jesus Christ is my
savior, and that only through him will T have
salvation and eternal life. However, all these
years | have declined offers of baptism, and even
though I don’t wish to admit it, I am unwilling to
give up my old life. The Bible tells us that those
who believe in him shall become like new, and
lead a new life for his Glory. But I didn’t want to
give up my old habits, or give God the glory that
the sinful me felt should be mine, and mine alone.
My pride became a big problem when it comes to
a relationship with the Lord. Also, being in
America and thrown into a bigger pond than my
home and church, I became exposed to many
new ideas, especially science, which Satan has
used as a tool to whisper lies into my ears. The
Old Testament, for example, tells the story of the
Creation of the World, and the Garden of Eden,
when gives evidence that seems to contradict
such fantastical truths. In a world which has
clearly left the teachings of the Lord, I felt
myself slowly beginning to lose faith.

I know that you expect me at this point to



give the story of the car accident that affected my
father, and show how that changed my life
forever. But it didn’t. Sure it was a traumatic
event that had me flinching every time I saw an
approaching car. But it did not remove my
doubts and disbelief. The true story, the
unexciting story of my life is that simply God
spoke to me. And it wasn’t anything dramatic
either. One day, I just realized that unless I give
myself wholly and entirely to Him, I will never
see his true glory and majesty, or feel his power
and amazing grace. His word calls us to follow

ealized that all my life I haven’t been
missing out on all
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his wonders. If I don’t open my heart and accept
him, if I don’t drop everything and dive in, I will
never be able to call myself a child of God. And
so I’'m here, and giving this testimony, so that
you all can see me give my commitment to Him
that I will strive to live in his image, and build
my faith and life in him. As Mark 12:30 says,”
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength. ”
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Kurt’s Army

Armed by Faith, Winged by Prayer

1 Thessalonians 5:17

eStephen Law

Kurt Lee is 16 years old. He is a vibrant guy
and a dear brother in Christ, always smiling and
easy going, full of joy and always making people
laugh. Kurt and his family are longtime
members of Chinese Grace Bible Church, and
Kurt was very active in the different ministries at
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church, including CYF, VBS, and the Ecuador
Summer Missions. In November of 2011, he was
diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia (AML).
He endured four harsh rounds of chemotherapy
over several months in the pediatric oncology
unit at UCSF. He experienced per-pigmentation,
hair loss, mouth sores, muscle atrophy, and
extensive fatigue. His mom Elsie sold her
medical practice to stay in the ICU with Kurt
indefinitely, and his dad Tim traveled biweekly
from his practice in Carmichael to San Francisco.
Kurt’s older brother Matt started college at UC
Berkeley, in close proximity to his family,
inspired to pursue a bachelor’s degree in
pre-medical sciences.

It was a difficult time for everyone, but the
body of Christ rallied together to support Kurt
and his family! Through it, some of the youth at
CG formed KURT’S ARMY, and the mantra is
“Armed by Faith, Winged by Prayer” with the
theme verse “Pray without ceasing. ” -1 Thess.
5:17. There were many projects done to
encourage Kurt and to remind him that he’s not
alone in this... we folded 1,000+ paper cranes,
made videos, and sent daily letters to his hospital
room. The biggest lesson that we all learned
through Kurt’s fight with cancer is the power of
prayer. Kurt’s story and diagnosis greatly
impacted the lives of many people, especially our



church body here at CGBC, so we were thrilled
and thankful to learn that God was indeed
faithful to answer prayer, and he fought his
cancer into remission in mid-May of 2012!

In September 2012, Kurt came to
Singspiration and spoke to the youth about his
journey and how God healed him from cancer.
We were informed a few days later that he has
experienced a relapse in his leukemia. A relapse
within 6 months of remission is not a good sign,
but, God was faithful to heal Kurt once and we
trust that He can do it again.

On October 14, 2012 we held a bone
marrow drive in Kurt's honor. 68 people showed
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up to get their cheeks swabbed and get entered
into the Bone Marrow Registry. A few days later,
we received the good news that Kurt had found a
donor who was a 9 out of 10 match!

After some hard-fought battles against
fevers, Kurt finally got the bone marrow
transplant in November. Since then there have
been many ups and down. Fevers, infections, and
other setbacks have filled these past few months.
However, Kurt and his family are pressing on
and staying strong. As the church body, we can
continue to pray for and encourage them. We
trust that God is good and that He knows what
He's doing. Soli Deo Gloria.
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Hesitancy to

God’s Commandment grE

Genesis 19:16
© BREAZNYRED Pastor Tim
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We are drawn so much back into the black
hole of culture that we are dragged to the former
life. We all struggle because we know that we
have some good feelings of our past. We crave
for a secured life, a life without trials and a life
recognized by others. Yet, in preparation for the
future, all have to be surrendered. Giving up the
past is an invitation to the future. We all have
some areas of our life that are held hostage by
the enemy. Lot must have gone through the same
equation. He is to lose out to all he accumulated
and to start off from a new position of grace.
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Today’s QT was about the Genealogy from
Adam to Noah. Among the ten people mentioned
, details were noted only for Noah and Lamech.
For the remainders, the Bible records merely
ages and their descendants. In reflection, I had
two thoughts:

1) The value of life is not determined by its
length.

2) Are we aware of our own spiritual life with
God?

We are all well aware of Enoch’s 300 years
of walking with the Lord. But his life on earth
was the shortest among those mentioned, and he
did not have to experience death. Is this
something that we desire? I was reflecting on my
own spiritual experience with the Lord: having
accepted Jesus for thirty some years and my
regular quiet time with the Lord was only limited
to the early years. Few years ago I started using
the “Living Life” to help me restore the routine
of study God’s word and to be honest, it was
difficult at the beginning. But once I persisted, it
became part of my life. Better yet, after brothers
and sisters in the church started to use the
“Living Life”, we started sharing our spiritual
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experience and I don’t feel like I’'m walking on
the spiritual path alone.

Another thought from reading today’s story
was that Lameth spoke frankly about how
miserable we are without God

This reminds me to examine my life regularly.
And this is exactly what QT is about: to open our
hearts and allowing God to hold us accountable
so that we may not be led into temptation.

Matthew 27: 40-44

9/22/2011
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When I do not understand or comprehend
something, I tend to use words and actions to
mock. Instead of being humbled and seeking the
truth,I would say, “Is this not what the crowd is
doing?” “Is it not much easier to ask for the pain
to go away?” “Is it not much more spectacular,
more “effective” that God just shows His power
by bringing Jesus down from the cross,

unharmed?”” SERFA LD —LEEHBHIKIR
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But that is not God's way of righteousness
and love. When I believe in the Father and do
His will, the results may not be as “good” as
understood by us human beings. The crucifixion
means: “Is it good in God's sight?” 1B 2 AR3EIF
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“Lord, teach me to pray for Your glory's
sake and Your Kingdom to come. Stop me from
only asking for comfort and goodness for this life
on earth. I want to be like Jesus! Teach me also
to evaluate in ways that glorify You , not with
human standards and accept thing that I do not
understand, accept that I do not need to know

all.” ‘X HEBRAVHRIERIBE , RIKH
Bl ERERES. RRETERIZIREFE
Mt EAETENITFR, RAEGHEER—& | HERK
WMAFESYUASEHEIE  MARERA
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In my QT this week, my heart was deeply
touched by Abraham's servant's story by how he
brought Rebekah to Isaac. This story also reflects
how God's plan is carried out. The task was tough,
but he made it. He first prayed earnestly to the
Lord; he asked for a sign that was reflecting the
girl's godly characters, which were confirmed by
circumstances; he repeated his prayers and the
whole story to Rebekah’s family to reveal God’ s
answer; he gave credit and thanks back to God;
Rebekah's family were also willing to let her go
because they know clearly this was from God,
they were willing to obey the Lord; the servant
made the quick decision to move back right away
home with the bride to be. The servant carried
through the job loyally, he doesn’t even have a
name in the bible..... God gave me the job to
witness Him in writing and editing in our church
magazine, and for other Christian organizations,
He also confirmed this calling with circumstances. |
don’t have a background of writing, but I will
trust him and ask for his wisdom to equip me,
may He use me to spread His good news, may |
be like this servant, respond to God's calling
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joyfully and loyally, with humble prayers and
praise, and carry through his job assignment.
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Leviticus 13 talked about various skin
diseases and regulations about these diseases.
The Bible talked about the skin disease from the
worshipping viewpoint instead of from the
medical one. The Bible did not say it’s a sin
when a person had a skin disease. But due to the
contagious nature of skin disease, people who
had skin diseases need to be quarantined. This is
not only for the purpose of protecting others, but
also a way of showing respect to God. Similarly,
Leviticus 12:4 mentioned that women are
considered unclean after giving birth to children.
She needed to be home resting for 33 days if she
gave birth to a boy and 66 days if she gave birth
to a girl. It is certainly not a sin to give birth to
babies, so what exactly does God want to tell us
through all these regulations ? I was reflecting on
the beginning of Leviticus that when we offer
lambs and calf to the Lord, these sacrifices need
to be the best and without any blemish. This is
because our God deserves the best offering. Then
I realized that God requires us to be clean when
we come to God. Just as Jesus said: Love the
Lord with all your heart, all your soul, and all
your mind. Then I realize that God wanted us to
worship him wholeheartedly and offer him with
all that we have.

OZBEESR Philip Kuo

Yes, I am the man who hesitated on Lord's
calling and yet Lord is merciful on me. I had
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illness on my eye since last Friday. These couple
days, I thanked Lord for His mercies on me on

this illness. =8 , TKF 2 EE TN T EIELR
BA, AmMENMARRE. LBERBAKEBR
T, EERRBHFTHERFBE 2P HER,

Many times, when our physical eyes are
healthy, our spiritual eyes may not be clear. Jesus
said, “For judgment I have come into this world,
so that the blind will see and those who see will
become blind...If you were blind, you would not
be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can

see, your guilt remains. ” (John 9:39-41) FFZ%BF
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I pretty much slept for the entire day because
of the pain. However, when my physical eye is
weak, my spiritual eye becomes more cleared. |
saw that I took many things for granted. In
reality, everything is God's grace and mercy. It is
God's mercy that I was able to see both my
family doctor and ophthalmologist on Friday
immediately; my wife is available to drive me to
see doctors right the way; God allows me to see
that this is a spiritual battle because of QT that

night - ARBREAES, ERERNEN
REFEER , RBENRBEAARTT. RER
BHFZ (53 ) NEREMER. BERLE
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Our natural human response is, “ what did
I do to cause this illness?” Jesus answered,
“neither this man nor his parents sinned...but this



happened so that the work of God might be
displayed in his life. ”(John 9:2-3). I may try to

“reason” with God what did I do that caused
this illness? But God allowed me to see His
mercy is with me during spiritual battle. F9#Y
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God wanted me to grow spiritually and yet |
hesitated. So God will have to grasp me to the
next level because God is merciful. Thank you
Lord that you are a merciful. EFERKEE
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mexico
MISSION

Hello, my name is Grace, as in saved by
grace only, or amazing Grace.

Brothers and sisters had been asking me to
join Mexico Outreach Team for quite some years
already. Somehow the idea of having to use
Banos and no showers for a week was quite hard
for me to swallow.

Last year, MOT finally hit home. My son
Enoch went and returned with overflowing
excitement and joy. His sharing about his MOT
experience ignited a little sparkle of wanting to
go inside my heart.

This year, after the MOT Informational
Meeting, Enoch said he wanted to go again; my
younger son, Ben said he wanted to go for the
first time, my husband, Peter said he wanted to
go since last year. Grace said nothing.

So, how do I end up here? It was all very
foggy and cloudy, then all of a sudden, all cleared
. To explain this, I must tell you the journey that
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leads my whole family here tonight. I
remember Peter and I were not very sure whether
we should give permission for Benjamin and
Enoch to join MOT this year. We were back and
forth debating with our own self. Then on the
night before the deadline for registration, during
our family devotion, we listened again to Ben
and Enoch shared why they think they should go
this year. We prayed and pleaded for God’s
guidance. After that the boys went to sleep, not
sure if their mom and dad would let them go. As
Peter and I were alone in our room, we were
sharing with each other the answer God gave us.
Both of us heard a similar message, “Even
though we are imperfect and broken, God is still
willing to walk with us in our lives to complete
His blessings and fulfill His will. ” So......... ,
God was pleading for my boys! Will you not let
them go if it was you? That explains why my
sons are on the team.

As for Peter and Grace, God has to use some
elbow grease. On the due date for registration,
Peter’s vacation request at work which was made



six months ago, was still not approved yet.
Actually he knew at least one of his co-workers
also requested the same week off. Their boss
allows only one of them off at a time. Peter was
planning to ask CIliff for an extension for
registration and was hoping his vacation request
would be approved within next two to three days

. Knowing so far I am the only one that had not
indicate any desire to join MOT, I started to ask
myself, “Should I support my family in this
mission trip by going with them?”” Actually I do
want to open my eyes and see how mission work
is done in Mexico. But....... the aroma of the
banos and sweats are so vivid and intense! To me
between the decisions of go and not go, I asked
Peter, “Should I go? I almost want to go to
experience God’s great love and work in the
mission field with my family. ” Now when I said
that, part of me was hoping Peter will say
something like “You don’t have to go just
because we go. ” But Peter’s answer was so
direct. He said, “I think you should go too. ”
Well, around that time, I was meditating quite a
bit on submission, mostly on submitting to God’s
sovereignty so I can receive the full magnitude of
His grace and blessings. Now Peter’s answer
challenged me to face another type of submission
. This time, submitting to the head of the
household. Not wanting to be disobedient, and at
the same time, not wanting to say yes, I threw the
ball back to God and Peter. I said to Peter,” OK,
if you have your vacation request approved
within the next three days, I’ll see if my boss
would grant me time off before Friday so we can
hand in our overdue registration paper to CIiff.
“ Do you know how hard it is to fight for a week
off at our workplace during spring break? Well,
it is not that hard for God! God arranged both of
our vacation within three days. Praised the Lord!

This is why I am here tonight. Since January,
MOT became our family’s favorite conversation.
Having my sons taught me singing Spanish
songs was a humbling experience. They even
took turns to correct my Spanish! During the
training weeks, God reminded me that the gospel
is a living testimony of His love to mankind, and
Jesus’ sacrificial love is an example of how we

should live and serve. I will be serving as one of
the team nurses, and resource person for Team
Two Lips. I will also join several sisters in the
team to have Tea and Craft Social with the ladies
in possibly two church sites in Mexico.

Since this is a trip arranged for me by God, I
don’t have any pre-set expectation for this trip.
Honestly, I just want to open up myself to experience
what the Lord my God brought me to this trip for,
be able to plant the gospel seed in the hearts of
the children in Mexico, bring changes in my own
life, and most importantly, may whatever we do
or say bring glory to God. Oh, Oh, Oh, I am
sorry! I take it back, I do have one small expectation
. I do expect all of our team-mates act safely,
don’t give your team-nurses too much adrenaline
rushes. Thank you for your mercy!

To close, I would like to share a Bible verse
with you, Psalm 67:1-4,

May God be gracious to us and bless us and
make his face shine upon us, “Selah”
That your ways may be known on earth
, your salvation among all nations. ,
May the peoples praise you,

O God; may all the peoples praise you.
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you rule the peoples justly
and guide the nations of the earth. “Selah”

May the Lord our God be exalted!
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