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Dear Friends, 

At 50 years, Children’s HeartLink is not only going strong, but we’re stronger than 
ever, thanks to every one of you. Thanks to you, the number of children we serve 
has doubled in just 4 years! Together, every year we are saving and improving the 
lives of more children born with heart disease around the world. 

Since 1969, when children were flown from Vietnam to Minneapolis for lifesaving 
heart surgery, we’ve been committed to treating young heart patients and giving 
them a chance to survive and thrive. Our approach to serving children has changed 
over the years to expand our reach and lasting impact, but our commitment has 
never wavered. For 50 years we’ve been the champion of children with congenital 
heart disease in underserved parts of the world. 

Our lifesaving work is possible only because of you. This past year we served over 
171,000 children and trained over 4,000 local medical professionals in the 
countries where we work. 

Our Founder Dr. Joe Kiser, who died this past year, believed in the value and dignity 
of every single life, especially the life of a sick child. For a half-century, he inspired 
the people around him to help change the trajectory of these young lives. A gifted 
surgeon, Dr. Kiser also exceled at building relationships both close to home and 
around the world. 

The power of the partnerships built by Dr. Kiser and others who led this organi-
zation over the past 50 years has been key to our success and longevity. We have 
always counted on our generous and compassionate partners, and with your con-
tinued support, we will expand to reach more of the children who still lack access 
to care. Our plans to double our reach by 2030 are ambitious but necessary and 
urgent. Every 5 minutes 10 children are born with a heart defect, and nine of those 
10 children don’t have access to the care they need. 

With your help, together we will continue to make real and lasting change for these 
children and empower the medical teams who serve them in Brazil, China, India, 
Malaysia and Vietnam. Thank you for helping us give more children the strongest 
possible start in life. 

With gratitude,

Jackie Boucher, President



Our Vision
Children around the world have access to high-quality heart care. 

Our Mission
To save the lives of children with heart disease, we partner with organizations to train medical 
teams, provide education and transform health care in underserved parts of the world. 

The Need 
Congenital heart disease is the most common birth defect. One in 100 children is born with heart 
disease. Only one in 10 has access to care.

Children’s HeartLink at 50 Years: 1.5 Million Children

1969

During the Vietnam War, 
a U.S. medic sends three 

sick children from Vietnam 
to Minneapolis for heart 
surgery. 643 patients are 
transported to Minnesota 
for heart surgery over the 

next 23 years. 

Our Reach

Children’s HeartLink currently supports 
partner hospitals and programs in 

Brazil, China, India, Malaysia and Vietnam.

1993

Medical missions 
to underserved countries 
begin, and over the next 

9 years, 814 children 
are treated.

2019

Last year our 
partner hospitals 
served 171,000+

children. We have 17
partner hospitals in 

5 countries. 
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2003

Partnerships with 
cardiac programs begin, 
ushering in a capacity-

building model.  
In 11 years, 91,127 children 

are reached. 

2017

1 million children 
reached

2015

Centers of Excellence 
strategy is adopted, along 
with macro-level impact 
strategies in regions and 

sub-regions.



Thank you for your generous support! 

You can read the Children’s HeartLink Donor and Volunteer List at www.childrensheartlink.org/2019annualreport

Sofia
In 1981 Sofia Mourtzopoulou celebrated her sixth 
birthday at a hospital in Minneapolis, without her 
parents, while she waited for heart surgery. Her par-
ents couldn’t afford to travel to the US with her, but 
they were desperate for their little girl to have the 
surgery she needed to save her life, which wasn’t 
available in her Greek city at that time. 

Sofia is one of 643 children that Children’s 
HeartLink brought to Minnesota for heart surgery in 
our early years, before we began training in-country 
providers to treat children in need. 

Her recovery after surgery went so well so that she 
was able to go to school as soon as she returned 
home to Thessaloniki, into the relieved and happy 
arms of her parents and younger sister.  

“I live happily,” says Sofia, now 44. “I have a normal 
life, with my husband and a 9-year-old son. I was 
able to study law, and now I am a civil lawyer. I see 
my cardiologist every two years and otherwise have 
no health issues. I will be forever grateful to my 
surgeon Dr. Joe Kiser, to my Minnesota host mother 
Mrs. Besse Maragos and to Children’s HeartLink.” 

Your Support Changes Lives

Phuc
If she had been born a few years earlier, Phuc 
(FOOK, on the right) would not have received 
the heart surgery that saved her life. Her med-
ical team in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, had 
training from a Children’s HeartLink partnership 
that made it possible for the team to deliver 
high-quality care for little Phuc’s complex heart 
condition when she was 2 years old. 

Now she is an active, loving school girl who 
likes English class, drawing and playing with her 
friends. None of this seemed possible before her 
lifesaving surgery. 

“I hope that Phuc will grow up to be a helpful, 
good person,” says her mother. “That she will 
have a good heart, caring and sharing with 
everyone.” Her mother was so grateful that Phuc 
survived that she gave her little girl the name 
of the doctor who helped save her life, Dr. Vu 
Minh Phuc. Because of the expertise of doctors 
and other heart specialists trained by Children’s 
HeartLink, young Phuc is leading a full life and 
enriching the lives of the people who love her. 



5
Centers of Excellence

12
Partners in Training

7
Promising Partner Assessments

4,304
Local Providers Trained

1,270
Volunteer Training Days

$747,662
Medical Volunteers’ Donated Time

 

171,000+
Children Served

Thank you for your generous support! 

You can read the Children’s HeartLink Donor and Volunteer List at www.childrensheartlink.org/2019annualreport

You Helped Us Reach More Children
Treating children with heart disease is the right thing to do. 

Empowering local providers is the smart way to do it. 

Children’s HeartLink leads long-term partnerships between the world’s leading teaching  

hospitals and hospitals in countries just embarking on their goals to treat children with 

heart disease. Our investment in these partnerships has yielded thousands of local medical 

professionals that are now more equipped to care for children with heart disease. 

 

Highlights
from the Year

40% of the world’s population 

lives in the countries where 

Children’s HeartLink works: 

Brazil, China, India, Malaysia 

and Vietnam.



Our Financial Health

Programs 78%

Fundraising 14%

Management 8%

Expenses by Activity
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   Statements of Activities ( June 30, 2019 and 2018)

   2019   2018*

 Without Donor With Donor  Without Donor With Donor 
 Unrestrictions Restrictions Total Unrestrictions Restrictions Total

Revenue and Other Support
Contributions $561,358  $1,325,775  $1,887,133  $390,406  $684,109  $1,074,515) 
Donated Goods and Services 831,218    831,218 756,571                                  756,571
Special Events\ 1,065,377 )   1,065,377  1,123,891 )   1,123,891)
     Less Direct Benefits to Donors  (202,889)  (202,889) (175,257)                       (175,257)
Net Revenue from Special Events 862,488          862,488   948,634         948,634) 
Interest and Other Income 3,459   3,459   4,659   4,659) 
Satisfaction of Restrictions 576,173      (576,173) 0  449,734  (449,734)  

Total 2,834,696  749,602  3,584,298 2,550,004  234,375  2,784,379) 

Expenses
Program Expense   $2,466,958    $2,466,958  $2,359,132   $2,359,132) 
Management and General 267,026   267,026  179,025   179,025) 
Special Events 98,035    98,035   109,176    109,176  
Fundraising 336,195   336,195  349,244           349,244 

Total $3,168.214  $3,168.214  $2,996,577   $2,996,577  

Change in Net Assets (333,518)           749,602           416,084                  (446,573)           234,375        (212,198)
Net Assets (Beginning of Year)                        703,835           701,958        1,405,793                 1,150,408  467,583       1,617,991) 
Net Assets (End of Year) $370,317  $1,451,560   $1,821,877                   $703,835          $701,958    $1,405,793 

Statements of Financial Position (June 30, 2019 and 2018) 
 2019 2018

Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents $998,251 $1,025,608 
Contributions and Other Receivables 981,820 564,834
Prepaid Expenses 30,132 41,257
Property and Equipment, Net                                               143,644            164,066

Total Assets                                                                     $2,153,847     $1,795,765

Liabilities and Net Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Payable $55,829 $81,482 
Accrued Payroll and Benefit Liabilities     31,141 27,900
Deferred Revenue 245,000 280,590

Total Liabilities                                                                     $331,970           $389,972 

Net Assets
Without Donor Restrictions 

     Undesignated    $218,117 $51,635 
     Board Designated 152,200 652,200

Total Wthout Donor Restrictions                                  370,317 703,835

With Donor Restrictions 1,451,560 701,958

Total Net Assets $1,821,877 $1,405,793

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $2,153,847       $1,795,765

78%

 

14%
8%

78%

*Planned strategic investments



Children’s HeartLink Donors

Thank you to all of our donors for your generous gifts to Children’s HeartLink.  
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of contributions. 
Please inform the development office at (952) 928-4860, ext. 10, of any oversight  
or inaccuracies, and please accept our apologies in advance. 

Corporations, 
Foundations and 
Organizations

$75,000+
Boston Scientific

ConocoPhillips China Inc.

Medtronic Foundation 

Medtronic, Inc.

Ping and Amy Chao Family 

     Foundation

$25,000-$74,999
Abbott Laboratories

AmFund

Aqualia Foundation, Ltd

Ernst & Young, LLP

George Family Foundation

Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.

L & N Andreas Foundation

Optum Services Inc.

UnitedHealthcare

$10,000-$24,999
Andersen Corporation

Bellisio Foods, Inc.

Cargill

Children’s Minnesota

Ciresi Conlin, LLP

Deloitte

Ecolab

Edwards Lifesciences

Faegre Baker Daniels

in2ition

Life Time

LRE Foundation

McKinsey & Company, Inc.

Mortenson Family Foundation

Pentair

Razr Marketing

Robins Kaplan LLP Foundation

Securian Financial Group

Willis Towers Watson

$5,000-$9,999
APi Group, Inc.

Cloverfields Foundation

Daikin Applied

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Hogan & Associates

InterContinental Hotel

Julie M. and Douglas M. Baker Jr. 

     Foundation

KPMG LLC

Minnesota Vikings

Navigant

Patterson Companies, Inc.

Philips Image Guided Therapy 

Devices

Recombinetics

Ronald and Janet Schutz Family 

Foundation

Stratasys

Vital Marketing Partners

Wells Fargo

$2,500-$4,999
3M

Best Buy

Bremer Bank

McGough Construction

Minneapolis Heart Institute 

     Foundation

Padilla

Pohlad Companies

Target Corporation

Thomson Reuters

University of Minnesota School of     

     Public Health

Up to $2,499
AmazonSmile Foundation

American Legion Auxiliary Dept. 

     of Vermont

America’s Best Local Charities

Associated Anesthesiologists

Bio Instruments LLC

Boulay

Charity Gift Certificates

Good Today

IBM Employee Services Center

John F. Eisberg and Susan Kline   

     Charitable Fund

Network For Good

Olson Foundation

Otto C Winzen Charitable Fund of    

     the Catholic Community 

     Foundation

Stokes Auction Group, Inc.

Tankenoff Families Foundation

Wellington Management, Inc.

Wicker Family Foundation

Individuals 

$50,000+
Susan Kent Anderson and 

     Richard Anderson

Liliane and Guillaume Bastiaens

Jennifer and Philip Ebeling

Sue and Gary Ellis

Helen and Omar Ishrak

Laura and Joe Kiser, M.D.

Stephanie and Geoff Martha

Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney and 

     Mike Sweeney

$20,000-$49,999
Eileen and Thomas Armitage, M.D.

Brynn and Jeff Evanson

Sue Gebelein and Richard Holcomb

Maggie Gilbert and Bob Rosenbaum

Jannie and Ken Herchuk

Molly Joseph and Andrew Olson

Kathi Austin Mahle and Steve Mahle

Kate and David Mortenson

Greg Page

Dannette Smith

JoAnn Sperl-Hillen and John Hillen

Liz and Tim Welsh

$10,000-$19,999
Donna Avery and Thomas Kigin

Wendy Bennett and Ken Powell

Jackie Boucher

Linnea and Mark Burman

Jeff Busch

Marcia and Chris Cleary

Joel Conner

Mary and Ted Dale

Laura Enkoji and Michael Coyle

Joan and Justin Kershaw

Tatyana and Jack Langenbrunner

Johanne and Mark Lewin, M.D.

The Estate of Mae McWeeny

Anne and Tom Mootz

Kelly and Andrew Nelson

Ardelle Nicoloff

Kristine and David Overman, M.D.

Holly and Tom Roos

Margaret and Philip Soran

Jacqueline and Kenneth Stein, M.D.

$5,000-$9,999
Gayle Appelbaum

Julie and Douglas Baker

Mary and Keith Bednarowski

Maggie and Keith Cavanaugh

Theresa and John Cosgriff

Jean and David Dassenko, M.D.

Ann and Joseph Dearani, M.D.

Jan and Lee Erickson

Stephanie and Eric Fehr

Jan and John Finnegan

Linda and Michael Fiterman

Elizabeth Gain

Therese and Joe Galatowitsch

Jeff Haan

Sarah Iannacone and Brady Priest

Peggy Johnson

Becky and Wade Jones

Carine and Michael Knight

Tammy Lee

Mary and John Liddicoat

Aimee and Phil McKoy

Joan and John McMahon

Michelle Miller
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Shana and Tom Murray

Jillian and Michael O’Leary

Heather Hudnut Page and Jeff Page

Jeremy Steiner

Amy and Mark Truelsen

Jeanette and Michael Tsakistos

$2,500-$4,999
JoAnne and David Alkire

Rachael and Craig Atkinson

Patricia Beithon

Patricia Berg and Gene Babos

Tracia and Jamie Burke

Tala and Trevor Bynum

Anu Codaty and Prat Verma

Francine and Noel Colon

Michael Daly

Jody Doll-Wilhelm and 

     Chad Wilhelm

Scott Drikakis

Frank Dutke

Kathy and Sam Economou

Dzung and Tim Forstad

Kris and Mark Fortman

Jan and Ron Harnack

Tamsin and Paul Harrington

Joy and Robert Johnson

Suzy and Thad Johnson

Karen and Richard Kuntz

Ann and Stephen Makredes

Besse Maragos

Susan Haggberg-Miller 

     and Bob Miller

Roxann Barnes Pike, M.D.

Laura and Jeff Putnam

Judy and Jim Rice

Courtney and Scott Rile

Ann and Rodrigo Rocha

Joan Semmer

Julie and Todd Stohlmeyer

Brooke and Keith Story

Sheryl Wallace and Pat Rogers

Christine Warren

Leontine and Pete Zaal

Amy and Jason Zellers

$1,000-$2,499
Kimberly and Troy Adams

Gayle and Mike Ahearn

Anika and Sachin Bansal

Debra Bauler

Jennifer and John Benjamin

Chelsey and Aaron Berstler

Anne Betzner and John Bradford

Paurvi Bhatt

Madeleine Bickel and Dan Cooney

Barbara Bor

Jennifer and Jason Boucher

Stephanie and Scott Boucher

Lisa and Nick Brezonik

Bret Britton

Maribeth Capeloto and 

     Chuck Nordhoff

Laura and James Capestany

Kim and Paul Chaffin

Mark Cocalis, M.D.

Flo and Neal Cohen

Nancy and Michael Cordry

Libby Costello and Troy Amaris

Scott Counihan

Pilar Cruz and Bhavin Travedi

Carol and Ted Cushmore

Kim and J. Michael Dady

Heidi and Frazier Eales, M.D.

Leslie and Gary Englert

Dar Fallgater

Christine and Paymon Farazi

Mary Felechner

Julie and Tom Ferguson

Sharon and Frank Fite

Andrew Flanagan

Karen and Lorry Frankel, M.D.

Anne Gandrud

Anne and David Garlow

Rachel and Tom Garton

Deborah Giesen

Molly and Blaise Goudy

Michelle Grant

Barbara and Bobby Griffin

Laura and Randy Halter

Vicki and Curt Holt

Ricardo and David Hruschka-Bonds

Julie and Steve Jandrich

Tina and Brian Janescheck

Kathy Jenkins, M.D.

Carrie and Tim Jennisen

Nancy Joas and Steve Bruce

Abby and Tony Johnson

Karen and Tom Jollie

Robert Jones

Kris and John Joseph

Terri and Joseph Klaja

Maryanne and Phillip Kupischke

Kyrsten and Rick Laboda

Michelle and Eric LeBow

Sandra Lesenfants

Missy and Ben Line

Pam and Rick Lohman

Beth Plaetz Lori and Michael Lori

Annette Maggi and Dan Sweeney

Carrie and Paul Martinson

Heather McKay

Mandy and Ross Meisner

Nancy and Dennis Mills

Betsy Moran

Katie and Mark Mortenson

Sheri and Bowie Neumayer

Barbara McMahon Newland and 

     Matt Newland 

Quan Ni

Cristina Nicklow

Karla and Nnamdi Njoku

Debbie and Dan O’Brien

Jenny and Dan O’Brien

Dorothy Ollmann

Scott Olson

Julienne and Joseph Oppong

Kate and Mark Pacyna

Betsy and Bob Parish

Barbara and Bob Paulson

Jeff Paurus

Kiara and David Powell

Hattie and David Priem

Anneke and Ian Purtle

Lee Pyles M.D.

Maureen Rehfuss

Lorna Reichl and Roger Peters

Karl Reitz

Kim and Michael Ries

Shelley and Robert Roe

Mark Rohrer

Jessica Smith-Schuh and 

     Brandon Schuh

Jo Seddon

Jennifer and Mark Sheffert

Amy and Dave Shonka

Marla and Marshall Stanton

Karen Stombaugh

Sophie and Patrick Stoneking

Ida Belle Sweitzer

Andrea and Kirk Thorne

James Toscano

Kimberly and Shale Undi

Brenda and Jamie Valente

Kris and Mark Van Osnabrugge

Lisa Griffin Vincent and 

     Matthew Spector

Scott and Kathy Ward Family Fund

Roger and Leanne Watchorn

Lijing Yan

Irene Zook

$500-$999
Faith Adams

Amelia Allen

Allison and Rob Barmann

Carin and Todd Baumgartner

Debra Beauchamp

Diane Berthel

Rekha Bhatt

Tia and Lance Black

Nancy and Paul Boddicker

Penny and Todd Boucher

Ron Carter

Kacee and David Chandler

Lisa and Chak Cheung

Bobbi and Jim Craig

Brad Crary

Casey Culbertson

Adriana Dobrzycka-Bechara

Emer Dooley

Lou Doth

Angela and Dennis Edwards

Becky and Damon Farber

Brendan Flaherty

Cynthia Foster

Lewis Foster

Allison Frailich

Lauren Gilseth

Michelle Glood

Melinda and Steve Goedeke

Lee Ann and Paul Gunderson

Margaret and Tom Havens

Kathy and Brad Hawks

Jan and Jim Hawn

Jill Heijer

Jane and Peter Hesslein, M.D.

Maren Christenson Hofer 

     and Scott Hofer

Amy and Joe Houseman

Jill and John Hurst

Ben Jaffray

Kristin and Dave Jensen

Kim and Gary Johnston

Jenette and Matthew Jones

Victoria and Tom Keller

James Klein

Reed Krider

Shari Larsen

Derek Lavalier

Janet and Steve Lerch

Rebecca Lindberg

Mary and Ralf Loeffelholz

Colleen and Jeff May

Karin Mayo

Christine McMahon and 

     Matt Courcier

Liz Merry

Shanna and Kevin Miko

Jenny Muraski

Madelyn and Rich Nasser

Asha and Mahendra Nath

Kathleen and John O’Halloran

Kristen Olsen and Erick Ajax

Maureen and Bill Olson

Lesley Otto and Alexander Nicoloff

John Pedersen

Dianna Peterson

Cassie and Doug Picha

Laurie and Thomas Pohlad

Albina Popova

Liz Porter

James Porter

Jackie Punch

Murali Rathinasamy

Stefanie and Paul Reineck

Toni Riccelli

Shannon Riley and Joe Genereux

Sharon Roberg-Perez

Annamarie and Paul Saarinen
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Lisa Sacia

Joan Savard

Linda Schell

Jessica Scheu and Max Berkelman

Cindy Schwartz

Robert Schwartz

Shibaji Shome

Michael Stewart

Mark Strong

Deanna Thompson and Neal Peterson

Jacquelyn Tuxill

Bryn Vaaler

Ann and Eric Weber

Miles Widstrom

Randi Winston and Barry Wolfish

Mark Woodburn

Kerry and Richard Wyman

Pam and John Yip

Charlie Zaugg

Becky and Philip Zeccardi

Bistra Zheleva and Denis Gablenko

Greg Zimprich

$250-$499
Amy and David Aberle

Julie Allen

Furquan Ansari

Elizabeth and Chris Ansley

Grace and Jorge Arteaga

Glen Au

Shelley Austin

Joe Baer

John Baringer

Karolien Bastiaens

Lisa Becker

Colleen Bell

Gina Bellone

Christine Benassi

Gretchen and Eric Benson

Caitlin Blau

Lydia Botham

Elizabeth Brown

Ann and John Burtis

Natalie Bushaw

Josephine Cameron

Heather and Dan Carlson

Gan Chen

Kelly and David Christel

Melinda and Scott Church

Marcia and Dan Cohen, M.D.

Patti and Mike Crome

Becky and Ryan Davis

Michael DelVacchio

Elise Doemer

Tanya and Brian Dreesen

Chris Fellows

Elizabeth and Matthew Furman

Max Gardiner

Robert Gebelein

Fredda Goldfarb

Rodney Hald

Heidi Jedlicka Halvarson

Dorothy and Larry Hamm

Bill Hannay

Paulette and Paul Hastings

Dean Henderson

Ryan Hennen

Kate and Ben Humphrey

Jess and Matt Jennings

Carrie and Tim Jenniessen

Elizabeth and Erik Jensen

Jayne Kennelly

Cheryll and Joseph Kerzman

Jonathan Knorr

Julie and Lee Knudson

Krishna Kumar, M.D.

Nana Ahwoi Larson

Andrea Lee and Gaurav Thakker

Ike Lee

Katie Liao

Ellen and Russell Luepker

Carol and Dan Luthringshauser

Rachael and Dan Mackenzie-Olson

Kathy Manley

Jill and Marvin Misgen

Lynn and Mark Murphy

Katie and Nick Najjar

Nina Nazarian

Aruna and Marthand Nookala

Mary O’Callaghan Butz

Carolyn and Oscar Oliveira

Cheng Ouyang

Marc Pasquariello-Williams

Sara and Tom Pelissero

Alisa Peterson

Sonja and Bryan Plowman

Cynthia Pyles

Erika and Ryan Rensvold

Jeff Richey

Janet and Jeff Saad

Mary Smersh

Rachel and Brian Smith

Susan and Don Smith

Jan St. Peter and Paul Pitlick, M.D.

Nicole and Dan Sullivan

Alice Taormina

Arvind Thiagarajan

Todd Tuttle

Betty and Robert Van Tassel, M.D.

Jenni Wagner

Jennifer Wagner

Mary and Christoph Welsh

Coleen Wright

Anna and Mark Younce

Nicki and Lew Zeidner

$100-$249
Sarah Aase and Lars Ostrom

Donna and Walter Abramson

Lauren and Walter Adamson

Jessica Andersen

Cori Arce

Orn Arnar, M.D.

Neema Avashia

Alyssa Barnes

Ann and Paul Beaudoin

Eric Beckman

Shirley Bentdahl

Bonnie and F. Blanton Bessinger, Jr., M.D.

Aparna Bhave

David Bickel

Don Birkeland

Susan Blancher

Peggy Bolcoa

Cecilia Patton Bolman

Susan and Todd Bordson

Donna and Don Bornhorst

Stephanie and Rob Brass

Julie Brennan

Sandy Brom and Ray Grinsteinner

Deanna Bulthuis

Caroline and Brian Byrd

Jorden Taveirne Cavanaugh

Tong-Yi Yao and Alan Cheng

Asha and Will Cheng

Maria and Thomas Coffman

Kathleen Condon

Erin Cordry and Eric Hanson

John Couch

Anna Mae Crotty

Martha Joy and John Cushing, Jr.

Stephen Cushmore

Michael Dearani

Rory Dees

Kim and Marvin Deutsch

George DiJulio

Kathleen Doron

Erika Edwards

Cydney Einck

Paulette Engelby

Edward Ersfeld

Alison Evert

Amy and Miles Fiterman

Leah Fitzgerald

Marion Franz

Rebecca Fritz

Barb and Rolando Galvez

Judy Garni and Chuck Maynard

Ashley Gawith

Christopher Gebelein

Julie Genjac

Theresa and Dave Goesling

Janice and John Gray

Daniel Grossman

Chandra Gruber

Caroline Hall, II and 

     Charles Malkerson 

Janice and Burton Hardel

Jean and John Hedberg

Peg and Jim Hicks

Be Ho

Michael Horowitz, M.D.

Ronald Jackman

Caroline Jackson

Kelly and Adam Jacob

Scott Jones

Kendall Kapitan

Alexander Kaysin

Jim Keefe

Kayslee Kemp

Kasey and Richard Kier

Margaret and Michael King

Nina and Jamie Kinnear

Alaina Kipps, M.D.

Kay Kramer

Richard Kroll

Craig Kvamme

Jamie Lane

Julie and Robert Lee

Patricia and James Lehmann

Loretta Lenzke

April and Tristan Lipkie

Liz and Derrick Lund

Todd Lunda

Ann and Mike Lyon

Kim and Scott Lyon

Cecelia MacDonald

Jaihind Maddi

Carolyn Main

Mary Makredes

Jane Maschka and Brian Weaver

Justin McCurnin

Fei and Chas McKhann

Cynthia and Scott Mevissen

Shila Morgan

Jody Mull

Aubrey and Matt Mullenix

Margot and Andrea Nesbitt

Margrette and John Newhouse

Tran Nguyen

Yan G. Ni

Jennifer Nimsger

Lisa and Tim O’Keefe

Kris Olsen

Laura and David Oren

Courtney and Chris Otto

Ann and Roger Pagel

Amber and John Pawlowski

Disty Pearson

Hannah Peterson

Rodney Peterson

Anne Pickett

Elizabeth and Karl Pollard
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Erik Potholm

Julia Price

Jessica and Scott Raiche

Bavana Rangan

Barb and John Regal

Rosemarie Reger-Rumsey

Sylvia and Richard Rog

Robin Huneke Rosenberg

Kristen Saragnese 

     and Andrew Barnes

Kim Schliesman

Michelle and Ed Schneider

Megan and Todd Schultz

Anne and Mark Schumann

Kristy Sentieri

Sandra and Greg Sessler

Milli and Himanshu Seth

Barb Simonson

Sharmistha and Kingshuk Sinha

Carol Skube

Marc Sokol

Karen Somerville

Ann Speredon

Brian Spiewak

Kristin Squier

Robert Stark

Madeline Steinberg

Corinne and Timothy Sterling

Ann and Wade Tallman

Kris Thompson

Meagan Thwaites

Bich Thuy Truong

Lindsay and Andreas Tsakistos

George Underwood, III

Michelle and Jamie Van Gompel

Carolyn Van Nelson

Candice and John Varco

Beth Virnig and Jon Levy

Nicole Wahl

Laura and Trent Waterman

Kathy Weese

Carissa and Sam Weisdorf

Carol and Bruce Wessman

Nan and Patrick Whaley

Katelyn and Jon Whiting

Sandy and Randy Whitmer

Sue and Don Wigersma

Amy and David Williams

Brad Williams

Jennifer Yi

$1 to $99
Caroline Amplatz

Marina and John Antoniou

Gary Bakken

Karen Baumgaertner

Danielle Baumgartner

Charlene Behne

Ann Bentdahl

Bette Ann and Richard Bloom

Linda Boucher

Bev Brekken

Heather Britt

Suzanne and Frank Brixius

Sarah and Dale Bryant

Elva and Bob Busch

Mary Campbell

Virginia Canelake

Tiziana Cervesato

Stuart Chazin

Alissa and Louis Clark

Linda Crossett

Karin and Ken Dayton

Demae De Rocher

Juliet Dixon

Joseph Doherty

Marilyn Duffy

Judith Edgar

Nga Edmonson

Marlene and E. Duane Engstrom

Becky Fitzpatrick

M. Joan Froh

Sandra Gendler

Jennifer Gengler

Mike Giebel

Dorothy and Leonard Gloeb

Elizabeth Gustafson

Betty Jo and Fred Haggerty

Penelope Halliday

Melissa Hanson

Linda and Bob Harris

Jessica and John Holland

Joet Holmberg

Eugenia Hristova

Florine and Philip Iverslie

Susan James

Tedd James

Marilyn Jensen

Benjamin Jimerson

Sarah and Cameron Johnson

Kathryn and Thomas Julian

Beth Kaplan

Norma Kennedy

Krystal Kohler

Adair Kowach

Mollie Krengel

Alice Kullman

Pamela and Thomas Langseth

Shannon Leavitt

Natalie Lunda

Anne Lundberg

Joanne Fioravanti Makielski

Amelia Marschall-Miller

Susan Marshall

Brent Martin

Stephanie McGrath

Lori Meagher

Nilima Mehta

Nancy Meyer-Wilson

Rick Miller

Craig Mollet

Bobbi Morris

Barbara Nelson

Aleta Nimlos

Joan and Michael Noyes

Tricia Painter

Zhanna Petersen

Tim Peterson

Ainslie Phillips

Amber Pierzchalski

Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. and 

     Dominic Launspach, M.D.

Ry Pope

Amy Posner

Barb Pribyl

Boriana Primova

Andrea Purvis

Marilyn Quamme

Veeralakshmi Rajasekhar

Ann Ribbens

Andrea Ricci

William Ripley

Mary Jo and William Rusinak

Pat Ryan

Mrs. J.L. Schottler

Pryce Score

Ross Shaich

Haley Sheehan

Thuy Shimizu

Carin Skowronsky

Heidi and Dirk Smith

Erin and Tony Southern

Geraldine Spry and David Foy

Jane Stephenson

David Stewart

Merle Sykora

Mary and Richard Tacheny

Darcy Terpstra

Kari and Steven Thein

Cornelius Thiels

Carol Toninato

Geof Turman

Thomas Ucko

Deborah J. Vail

Arin and Jeffrey VanWormer

Dominique Vervoort

Sharon Vik

Jane and Tom Waller

Jessica Walton

Hope Warshaw

Dawn Witt

Brigit and Robert Zdon
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In-Kind Donors
Alex Roberts, Restaurant Alma

AmFund

Ariana Feygin, Ariana’s Kitchen

Camp Odayin

Catrina Huynh-Weiss

Chris Howard

Colby Red Wine

Common Roots Catering

Cosmos

Cuisine Adventure Tours

Delta Vacations

Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn

Frank Machado, Twin Cities Paella

Hotel Ivy

Intercontinental MSP

Jo Seddon

Katie and Trung Pham, 

     Pham’s Rice Bowl

Kayd Roy

Keane Amdahl, Coastal Seafoods

Kit Naylor

Loews Hotel

Lucas Rosenbrook, Restaurant Alma

Marshall Paulsen, Birchwood Café

Michael O’Leary, Ernst & Young

Monello

Nate Maydole

Newborn Foundation

Nicollet Island Inn

Nils Westdal, Coastal Seafoods

Philip Dorwart, Create Catering &    

     The Dining Studio

Pinot’s Palette

Polaris

Ragamala Dance Company

Raghavan Iyer

Ranelle Kichner

Shapco Printing

Sleep Number

Sonoma Golf Club

Stephanie March

Stephanie Meyer

Stratasys

Susan Bordson

The Saint Paul Hotel

Tomme Beevas, 

     Pimento Jamaican Kitchen

Toro

U.S. Bank

U.S. Bank FlexPerks Rewards

UnitedHealthcare

Valerie Faure

WA Frost & Company



Honors and 
Memorials

In memory of

In memory of Mary McMahon Busch
Jennifer and John Benjamin

Jennifer and Philip Ebeling

Janet and Steve Lerch

Lynn and Mark Murphy

Madelyn and Rich Nasser

In memory of Ian P. Campbell 
Mary Campbell

In memory of Bruce Johnson, M.D.
Jean Launspach Plucinski, M.D. 

     and Dominic Launspach, M.D.

In memory of Anik Kaysin
Alexander Kaysin

In memory of Evangeline Marie 
     Kennedy
Norma Kennedy

In memory of Dr. Joseph Kiser
Orn Arnar, M.D.

Gary Bakken

Gina Bellone

Boulay, Inc.

Suzanne and Frank Brixius

Elva and Bob Busch

Bobbi and Jim Craig

Linda Crossett

Kim and J. Michael Dady

Karin and Ken Dayton

Heidi and Frazier Eales, M.D.

Nga Edmonson

Cydney Einck

Marlene and E. Duane Engstrom

Mary Felechner

Cynthia Foster

Rebecca Fritz

Janice and John Gray

Lee Ann and Paul Gunderson

Elizabeth Gustafson

Susan Haggberg-Miller

     and Bob Miller

Penelope Halliday

Be Ho

Joet Holmberg

Florine and Philip Iverslie

Marilyn Jensen

Nancy Joas and Steve Bruce

Margaret and Michael King

Adair Kowach

Richard Kroll

Craig Kvamme

Pamela and Thomas Langseth

Rodney Peterson

Tim Peterson

Laurie and Thomas Pohlad

Erik Potholm

Marilyn Quamme

Mrs. J.L. Schottler

Heidi and Dirk Smith

Jessica Smith-Schuh and 

     Brandon Schuh

Carol Toninato

Bich Thuy Truong

George Underwood, III

Deborah J. Vail

Betty and Robert Van Tassel, M.D.

Jane and Tom Waller

Nan and Patrick Whaley

In memory of Dr. Demetre Nicoloff
Tankenhoff Families Foundation

In memory of Jamie Novak
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom

In memory of Gloria Sweeney
Gayle and Mike Ahearn

In memory of Amanda Thorne
Andrea and Kirk Thorne

In memory of Cavan Varco
Candy and John Varco

In memory of Dr. Richard Zakheim
Geof Turman 

In honor of

In honor of Elliot Anderson
Amber Pierzchalski

In honor of Ted and Carol Cushmore
Peggy Bolcoa

Stephen Cushmore

In honor of Nick Evanson
Andrew Flanagan

In honor of Leo Krauthamer
Jennifer Nimsger

Madeline Steinberg

Alice Taormina

Jessica Walton

In honor of Geoff Martha
Libby Costello and Troy Amaris

In honor of Carter Kyle McConagha
Bette Ann and Richard Bloom

In honor of Lorri Miller
Rick Miller

In honor of Kathi and Twinkle Pandian
Neema Avashia

Danielle Baumgartner

Stephanie McGrath

Lori Meagher

Murali Rathinasamy

Cornelius Thiels

Carol and Bruce Wessman

In honor of St. Andrew Lutheran’s Radical 
     Giving Campaign 
Betty Jo and Fred Haggerty

In honor of Elizabeth Perlich Sweeney
Elizabeth and Erik Jensen

In honor of the Taylor Family
Robert Gebelein

In honor of Candy Varco
Judith Edgar

Barbara Nelson

In honor of Amy and Lena Verstappen
Robert Gebelein

In honor of Phil Zeccardi 
Haley Sheehan

Volunteers

Medical Volunteers
These dedicated medical 

volunteers donate their personal 

time to train and mentor  

pediatric cardiac specialists around 

the globe. Last year they donated 

$750,000 in personal time. 

Jeremy Todd Affolter, M.D.

Devon Aganga, M.D.

Jessica Andersen, R.N.

Patricia Arnold, R.N.

Philip David Arnold, M.D.

Grace Arteaga, M.D.

Neeraj Asasthy, M.D.

Elena Ashikhmina, M.D.

Glen Au, R.N.

Christy Babuji, R.N.

Christopher Baird, M.D.

Bri Sai Bala, R.N.

David Barron, M.D.

Ali Ahmad Bayat, R.T.

Lisa Janet Bergersen, M.D.

Rebecca Beroukhim, M.D.

James Bisgaar, R.T.

Lauren Elizabeth Boyer, R.D., C.D.

David Brown, M.D.

Helen Claire Busch, R.N.

Julie Ann Bushnell, R.N.

Louise Callow, R.N.

Maggie Cavanaugh, R.N.

Titus Chan, M.D.

Iffat Jahanafroze Chaudhrey, R.N.

Julie Chauhan, R.N.

Swati Choudhry, M.D.

Mark Cocalis, M.D.

Kevin Connor, C.C.P.

Helen Sonia Cosgrove, R.N.

Nicole Cresalia, M.D.

Joseph Dearani, M.D.

Neil Derechin, M.D.

Jody Doll-Wilhelm, R.N.

E. Marsha Elixson, R.N.

Paulette D Engelby, R.N.

James Thomas Faulkner, M.D.

Kelley Feehan, R.N.

Lori Fineman, R.N.

Anna Fisk, R.N.

Alejandro Abraham Floh, M.D.

Justine Mize Fortkiewicz, R.N., C.P.N.

Lorry Frankel, M.D.

Jennifer Fridgen, P.T.

Kevin Friedman, M.D.

Vaisakh G., R.N.

Jeremy Geiduschek, M.D.

Sunil Ghelani, M.D.

Lauren Gilseth, R.R.T.

Kendra Lynn Gram, M.D.

David Gremmels, M.D.

Vitor Coimbra Guerra, M.D.

Rafael Ricardo Guerrero, M.D.

David Harrild, M.D.

Peter Hesslein, M.D.

An-Yir Ann Hsieh, M.D.

Cecilia Hyslop, R.N.

Jonathan Johnson, M.D.

Clinton Jones, C.C.P.

B.R.J. Kanan, M.D.

Mahesh Kappanayil, M.D.

Alexandra Knight, R.N.

Nikolaos Kontoudios, R.T.

Snehal Kullkarni, M.D.

Krishna Kumar, M.D.

Jami Levine, M.D.

Mark Lewin, M.D.

Joyce Su-Ling Lim, M.D.

Christine Wan-Kay Lo, R.N.

Bruce Macpherson, M.D.

Sunitha Maheshwari, M.D.

Sarah Mahoney, M.D.

Rohit Manoj, M.D.

Gerald Marx, M.D.

Jane Matsumoto, M.D.

Susanne Matthews, R.N.

Karin Mayo, R.N.

Michael-Alice Moga, M.D.

Paola Mollese, R.N.

James Montgomerie, M.D.  
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Phillip Moore, M.D.

Jonathan Morris, M.D.

Katie Moynihan, M.D.

Andrew Nelson

Michael Nemergut, M.D.

Hung Nguyen, M.D.

Quan Ni, Ph.D

Patrick O’Leary, M.D.

Gustavo Oderich, M.D.

Katherine Ormston, R.N.

David M Overman, M.D.

Ranjanben Patel, R.N.

Jeff Paurus, R.N.

A. Thomas Pezzella, M.D.

Brijesh P.K.

Roxann Barnes Pike, M.D.

Evan Platt, P.C.C.

Nichola Pope, R.N.

Andrew Powell, M.D.

Lee Pyles, M.D.

Luis Guillermo Quinonez, M.D.

Satish Rajagopal, M.D.

Rahul Rathod, MD

V. Mohan Reddy, M.D.

Fiona Reynolds, M.D.

Christine Marie Riley

Manoj Rohit, M.D.

Miriana Rucco, R.N.

Annamarie Saarinen

Bri Saibala, R.N., Ph.D.

Alicia Said, R.N.

Shunji Sano, M.D.

Anita Saxena, M.D.

Gregory Schears, M.D.

Edward Schneider, R.R.T.

Steven Schwartz, M.D.

Brenda Sefton, P.A.

Nayan Nityananda Shetty, M.D.

Girish Shankarnarayan Shirali, M.D.

Beverly Small, R.N.

Charlotte Smardo, R.N.

Austin Smith, R.T.

Sara Soilleux, R.N.

James St. Louis, M.D.

Anthony Stans, M.D.

Sandra L Staveski, R.N., P.N.P. Ph.D.

Oliver Stumper, M.D.

Sangitha Sudhir, R.N.

Shaila Suratkal, R.N.

Sarah Tabbutt, MD

Matthew McCarten Taylor, R.N.

Ravi Thiagarajan, M.D.

Sara Angela Thorne, M.D.

Deborah Jane Turfrey, M.D.

Wayne Tworetzky, M.D.

Alice Neetha T.Y., R.N.

Balu Vaidyanathan, M.D.

Glen Van Arsdell, M.D.

Charlotte Van Dorn, M.D.

Unni Krishnan V.S., R.N.

Anand Wagh, M.D.

Carole Warnes, M.D.

Anne Weber, R.N.

David Whiting, M.D.

Jayden Michael Wilhelm

Robert Willetts, C.P.S.

Organizational Volunteers
Children’s HeartLink benefits  

tremendously from the generosity of 

this dedicated group of individuals 

who contribute their time and also 

their expertise in cardiac care, global 

health and fundraising, and support 

our   programs, outreach, fundraising 

events and other activities. 

Donna Abramson

Marvetta Adams

Richard Anderson

Emma Benusa

Paurvi Bhatt

Lydia Botham

Jeff Busch

Tala Bynum

Livia Cais

John Cosgriff

John Cushing

Wendy Cushing

Zarina Danilova

Audrey Dehn

Karyn Entzion

Irina Faulise

Sharon Fite

Jacob Friedman

Anna Frolov

Alex Gomelsky

Olesya Gomelsky

Kaylee Harris

Jeff Hochstein

Murad Ilyasov

Omar Ishrak

Pankhudi Jain

Dilyara Jepbarova

Liz Jeppesen

Peggy Johnson

Molly Joseph

Karen Karnowski 

Dennis Kotenko

Bill Lentsch

Mia Liebl

Audrey Lucas

Natalie Lunda

David MacLennan

Kathy Manley

Joshua Mendelson

Laurie Meyer

Dana Mitchell

Ben Molnar

Kristine Molnar

Katie Mortenson

Ravi Nagapurkar

Steve Nelson

Susan Olson

Drew Page

Katie Page

Jeff Paurus, R.N.

Lee Pyles, M.D.

Daryl Richard

Emily Schelecht

Stephanie Schoening

Steve Schwartz, M.D.

Katie Sieben

Sandy Staveski, R.N., Ph.D

James St. Louis, M.D.

Catherine Stolz

Eli Straub

Kate Strong

Sharon Sykes

Gulya Tagirova

Anna Tatur

Natalya Vorobyeva

Teresa Ward

Tim Welsh

Stranz Wolfgramm

Natalia Yegorov

Elisabeth Zarnoti

Pene Zarnoti
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Children’s HeartLink Board of Directors 2018-2019

Board of Directors 

President
Jackie Boucher
Children’s HeartLink  
   
Chair 
Heather Hudnut Page
Philips Healthcare

Vice Chair 
Jeff Evanson
Outlook Therapeutics

Secretary
Dannette Smith
UnitedHealth Group Inc.

Treasurer
Patrick Stoneking
Jeff Anderson & Associates   
  
Medical Director 
Joseph A. Dearani, M.D.
Mayo Clinic   
 
Medical Director 
David M. Overman, M.D.
Children’s Hospitals and 
Clinics of Minnesota

Directors

Guillaume Bastiaens
Cargill, retired

John Finnegan, Ph.D.
University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health

Susan H. Gebelein
Business and Leadership 
Consulting LLP

International Advisory Board

Chair 
James A. Rice, Ph.D., 
Managing Director & Practice Lead,  
Governance and Leadership, Gallagher 
Integrated

Kathy Jenkins, M.D., MPH
Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical 
School; Executive Director, Center for Applied 
Pediatric Quality Analytics

Molly Joseph 
CEO, UnitedHealthcare Global and 
Executive Vice President of Global Health, 
UnitedHealth Group

John C. Langenbrunner, Ph.D.
Expert Advisor on Social Health Insurance, 
Jakarta, Indonesia

Srinath Reddy, M.D.
President, Public Health Foundation of India

Kate Tulenko, M.D., MPH
CEO, Corvus Health

Lijing L. Yan, Ph.D., MPH
Head, NCD Research Program, Global Health 
Research Center, Duke Kunshan University, 
Kunshan, China

Liesl Zühlke, MB ChB, D.C.H., MPH, Ph.D.
Director of the Children’s Heart Disease 
Research Unit, Cape Town, South Africa

Jeff Haan
KPMG

Jannie Herchuk
Deloitte & Touche LLP

Tom Jollie
Padilla

Mark Lewin, M.D.
Seattle Children’s Heart Center

Geoff Martha
Medtronic, Inc.

Betsy Moran-Johnson
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 
Minnesota, retired

Andrew Nelson
HealthPartners, Inc.

Michael O’Leary
Ernst & Young

Robert Rosenbaum
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Kenneth Stein, M.D.
Boston Scientific

Elizabeth Sweeney
Children’s HeartLink, retired

Director Emeritus
Thomas A. Keller III
Gray Plant Mooty, retired
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Jackie Boucher
President 

Walter Abramson
Director of Leadership Giving

Faith Adams
Communications Director

Anne Betzner
Vice President of Programs and 
Evaluation

Adriana Dobrzycka
Country Director, India and  
Vietnam

Wade Jones
Director of Operations

Tara Kumar
Grant Writer

Children’s HeartLink Staff

Thank You!

5075 Arcadia Avenue

Minneapolis, MN 55436

888.928.6678

952.928.4860

Children’s HeartLink is a 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit organization. 

Design: Jensen & Wilcoxon
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Bobbi Morris
Events Manager

David Muench Hubert
International Programs Assistant

Aleta Nimlos
Executive Assistant 

Ann Odens
Finance Specialist

Rajashree Panicker
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Consultant

Stefano Perugini

Vice President of Development

Zhanna Petersen
Marketing Services Specialist

Veeralakshmi Rajasekhar
In-Country India Consultant

Barb Simonson
Finance Director

Abby Straub
Development Coordinator

Pat Tollefson
International Programs Manager

Andreas Tsakistos
Country Director, Brazil, China 
and Malaysia

Bistra Zheleva
Vice President of Global Strategy 
and Advocacy


