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Dusky kob – 2 weeks old
Blacktail – 3-6 

weeks old









ESTUARY HABITAT USE IN 

JUVENILE FISHES



VALUE OF TEMPERATE MANGROVES TO 

JUVENILE FISHES

Food availability in temperate systems overrides 

shelter provided by mangroves – other habitats available



LOCALISED MOVEMENT AND HABITAT USE 

(VIE) IN MANGROVES

• Mark-recapture study in mangrove creeks

• Resident in very small areas with limited diet range

• Same species uses different niches - avoiding competition

• SPECIES SELECT BEST AND SECOND BEST HABITAT AND ADAPT 

- HABITAT USE PLASTICITY



DIATOM COMPOSITION IN STOMACHS OF AN 

EPIPHYTE FEEDING JUVENILE FISH SPECIES

A NEW SPECIES OF CISTULA HAS BEEN DISCOVERED!!





ANTHROPOGENIC ALTERATIONS AND THE 

EFFECTS ON FISH NURSERIES – SEEKOEI 

ESTUARY

Summer salinities >50 = fish kills



Eastern Cape Redfin (Pseudobarbus afer)
Endangered, unique population

Cape kurper (Sandelia capensis)
Vulnerable

Goldie Barb (Barbus pallidus)
Well distributed

Longfin eel (Anguilla mossambica)
Catadromous species

Freshwater mullet (Myxis capensis)
Catadromous species

Cape mooney (Monodactylus falciformis)
Common freshwater migrant

Freshwater goby (Awaous aeneofuscus)
Rare estuarine and riverine species

LIFE HISTORY STRATEGIES UNDER THREAT
MISSING IN CONSERVATION EFFORTS



A new fish species from the Baakens River 

– Stenogobius sp.



LONG LIVED & OVERFISHED – COLLAPSED COASTAL FISH 

POPULATIONS



EUTROPHICATION INTO 

THE FUTURE




