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Andrew and Nelson were best friends. They loved karate. They wanted to take classes 
together, so they both enrolled in Master Joe’s Karate Institute. They had fun until 
Andrew’s attitude changed. 

Andrew thought that their teacher Master Joe ought to be friendly, but he was very 
strict. He punished the students when they failed to follow his instructions. Due to this, 
Andrew always misbehaved and did not pay attention in class. Nelson was worried about 
him.

“Why do you constantly get in trouble in karate class? There is no need for you to be 
so disrespectful to Master Joe. You only get yourself into more trouble,” Nelson said to 
Andrew.  

“Oh, man, don’t give me a lecture, please! I am so fed up with your lectures about 
Master Joe,” Andrew grumbled, annoyed at his friend Nelson.

“Your behavior is really bad. We came here to get training, but you are not 
serious enough,” Nelson replied.

“Nelson, you know that martial arts is my passion. I am serious about it, but I don’t 
like Master Joe. He is just too strict, and he makes karate not fun,” Andrew explained.

Andrew and the Karate Class 
Trouble
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“Whatever he does, it is for our benefit so 
that he can help us learn. Andrew, please try to 
understand this,” Nelson said as he gave Andrew a 
friendly punch.

The next day, Master Joe was training the 
students how to do a new karate move. Andrew 
quietly practiced the new move and thought about 
his conversation with Nelson from the day before. 

That night, Andrew continued to practice the 
new moves he had learned from Master Joe. There 
was a big competition the next day, and Andrew 
wanted to be prepared. He focused on using his mind, 
body, and eyes just like Master Joe always said. 

Comprehend Literature Name: _____________________________________ Date: _________________



©Julie Bochese

Finally, it was the day of the big competition. Everyone in Master Joe’s Karate 
Institute had been waiting for this big day. Andrew and Nelson were especially excited.
The competition began. The boys watched from the sidelines with excitement and 
anticipation for their turns.

When it was Andrew’s turn, he was matched with a big guy named Matt who had a 
reputation for being skilled. “This is just my luck,” Andrew whispered to Nelson. “I’m 
doomed!”

“You can beat him, Andrew,” Nelson encouraged. “Just remember the skills Master 
Joe taught us.”

The competition began. Matt immediately hit Andrew. 
“You only have to focus on the opponent’s moves. Don’t let him know your moves,” 

Master Joe’s advice echoed in Andrew’s mind. Master Joe always said this during training. 
Andrew did much better in the second round. He managed to beat Matt. Now it was the 
third and final round. Andrew used his mind and focused his eyes and ears. Everything 
Master Joe taught him was sticking in his mind as he fought. 

The third round was over. The judges announced the winner. Andrew won! Andrew 
jumped for joy as he high-fived Nelson.

“Thanks for your help, Nelson. You were right about Master Joe. He really is just 
trying to teach us,” Andrew said. “If it wasn’t for Master Joe, I never could have beat 
Matt.”

When Andrew received his medal, he searched for Master Joe. Andrew felt horrible 
for how disrespectful he had been to him. Finally, he spotted Master Joe in the crowd. 
Master Joe’s eyes were shining with pride. 

“I am so sorry, Master…” Andrew started.
“It is okay, Andrew. I knew you would one day realize your mistakes. You did well,” 

Master Joe said as he patted his shoulder.



1. Which word best describes Andrew? Use an example from the text to support your 
answer.  

a. lazy
b. calm
c. stubborn
d. respectful

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

2. What is the main problem in this story?

a. Nelson is disrespectful to Master Joe.
b. Andrew is disrespectful to Master Joe. 
c. Andrew has to fight against Matt in the karate tournament. 
d. Nelson is angry with Andrew for being disrespectful to Master Joe.

3. What is Nelson’s point of view of the problem? How does Nelson’s point of view differ 
from Andrew’s point of view? Who do you agree with and why?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

4. What is the lesson of this story? (Choose all that apply.)

a. You should respect your elders. 
b. Teachers should be friendly, not strict. 
c. You need to practice a skill to be successful. 
d. Teachers have rules in place to help you succeed. 

Answer the following questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. 
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