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• The history of the Neighborhood Center in Fourth and Gill dates back to the early 

1960’s when it was donated to the neighborhood.  Four neighborhood churches wanted 

to sponsor outreach programs in neighborhood.  Gene Monday donated the house to 

the neighborhood. The house was put in trust in the name of John Moore  

 

•         For decades the Neighborhood Center has been held in trust by John Moore and has 

served as a vital site, sheltering outreach offices, years of potlucks, day care, and, most 

recently, a variety of artistic and social advocacy works. 

 

• Halloween parties and Family Suppers were begun in the Neighborhood Center in the 

early 1970’s.  a custom that began in the Neighborhood Center in 1971, . .” Fall 2010 

Newsletter.  By 1975 the small Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization was 

operating out of the Neighborhood Center.   

 

• During the planning stages for Interstate 40 expansion, the Historic Fourth and Gill 

Organization defended several houses in the area of the Neighborhood Center against 

decertification which would have allowed the state to destroy houses on Fourth 

Avenue, including the Neighborhood Center. 

 

•         In late spring 2010 acquisition paperwork was completed and now the Fourth and Gill 

Neighborhood Organization owns the house. 

 

•         At the January 2011 board retreat members discussed at length the findings of the ad 

hoc Neighborhood Center Committee’s research on the Neighborhood Center’s future.   

 

• In conclusion, The Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization Board, voted, 

reluctantly, but unanimously, to sell the Neighborhood Center. 
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The Neighborhood Center and the Neighborhood Organization, 1972-2021 

Bob Whetsel,  September 2021 

 

Introduction 

I  write this because I feel it is important for individuals that will be involved in making the 

upcoming decisions about 800 N Fourth Avenue  have a better understanding of the history of 

the Neighborhood Organization and the Neighborhood Center. A Short History of the Fourth & 

Gill Neighborhood 1970-2020 is a valuable resource in understanding this history and I would 

encourage everyone to read it, but as always there is more to the story.  As for credentials I 

moved into the neighborhood in the spring of 1980 when the building was a fully functioning 

community center. I became President of the Organization in 1985, when the old board 

structure that  had sustained those efforts fell apart, and I have been active in the 

Neighborhood since that time. What you will see below comes from documentation and lived 

experience. It is not the whole story, but it is an important part of the story of how we have 

come to this juncture in 2021.  

The Early Days 

800 N Fourth Ave. served as a true Neighborhood Center for Fourth & Gill residents from 1972 -

1984. It  has not served that function for many years. As Virginia Douglass says in her article 

found in A Short History  “The Neighborhood Center had been very active during the War on 

Poverty times with many programs centered in the building. As time passed money was not 

available.” If one takes the time to review the publication one can see the truth of that 

statement:  The Gazette was published from 1974-1982, Youth programs which began in the 

1970’s were no longer offered after the summer of 1984, Street Fairs ran from 1976-1982. In 

the bigger picture, Federal program funds began to dry up as the Reagan administration took 

charge in Washington. At the local level, beginning in the 1970’s  the Center was  designated as 

a City of Knoxville Summer Recreation Center. This  allowed for some paid staff, a summer food 

program for children, City insurance coverage  and  funds to pay for utilities. When the building 

had a fire in the early 80’s,   Federal money administered through the City CDBG program 

repaired the damage and modernized the facility. However, by the end of the 80’s all federal 

and local money  for the Center was gone.   During this same time , the early organizers and 

longtime board members were moving on with their lives, pursuing other interest and income 

sources.  After many important successes, the year 1984 clearly marks the passing of the first 

iteration of the Neighborhood Organization, still incorporated as the North Knoxville Fellowship 

for Community Service.  
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The Transition 

The Neighborhood Organization popped back to life in 1986 when the Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. Dr. Richard Strange and I, 

with the encouragement and support of Anne Bennett, MPC planner for preservation, prepared 

a nomination for this designation. It was accepted by the Tennessee Historic Commission and 

then by the National Park Service. Before beginning the State and National submittal process 

the nomination was submitted to the Fourth and Gill Board of Directors  to request approval for 

submittal. By this time the Board only had 3 or 4 members who actively  participated and 

unanimous consent was given to submit the document and request designation.  After the 

National Historic District designation was approved and announced with the attendant press 

coverage in 1986 some of the early leadership became concerned about the direction of the 

Neighborhood and requested seats on the Board. It should be noted that the Board at that time 

was self-selected by the then seated board members.  With the addition of some of the old 

guard, along with the new resident homeowners  the Board and Organization began to emerge 

into its next act. As 1986 closed the neighborhood was a National Historic District and the 

incorporation name had been changed to the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization. 

At the Center an important tenant moved into one of the upstairs offices, David Massey. David 

was President of the Neighborhood Organization from 1987 through 1989,  led the Alliance for 

Incinerator Review Air (AIR)and established  the Neighborhood Freeway Committee. He rented 

upstairs space from the Organization for his personal  office and managed the building for the 

Organization. In the early 90’s  a cooperative childcare group moved into the downstairs space 

while neighborhood  meetings, board and otherwise, occurred in  the upstairs rooms. There 

were few if any other community activities in the space. Neighborhood events started to 

happen at the Neighborhood Park, at Central United Methodist Church and in the homes and 

yards of residents. Sometime later  in the 90’s, David moved on,  the childcare cooperative 

closed, and another childcare center known as Top Gunn was established. They moved into the  

downstairs space while the rooms upstairs were rented out to various organizations on an 

irregular basis. By this time the building was no longer a community center but a poorly 

managed rental property that was the responsibility of the  Board of Directors of the 

Neighborhood Organization. Once again, as then Board member Virginia Douglas remembers  

“When I took over management of the building (for the board) there was only one tenant, Ms. 

Gunn’s Day Care”  Sometime thereafter Ms. Gunn’s Day Care vacated the Center and the  

Birdhouse arrived.  Under very favorable terms, the Birdhouse leased the entire building from 

the Organization from 2010 to 2020.  They  succeeded in stabilizing  the building and providing  

much programing for an audience much larger than the Neighborhood itself. Some details of 

that phase in the Centers life are documented in the Short History booklet. Unfortunately,  with 

the arrival of the pandemic in 2020 the Birdhouse folded.   
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Throughout these many years and many tenants, the building rents have mostly covered the 

cost of operating the building but have made no real financial contribution to the Organization. 

Funds for the operating of the Organization have come through the Tour of Homes which began 

in 1990 as an outgrowth of the Freeway Committee. Because funding and neighborhood  

activity are  such an important part of the current discussion some attention needs to be given 

to these subjects. 

Freeways and Home Tours 

As the 1980’s ended, the Organization became active in response to planning work being done   

by the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) for the expansion of I-40. National 

Register status had insured that the Neighborhood would be a part of the design process  

because Federal money was being spent on a transportation project within a National Historic 

District. Under David Masseys leadership the Neighborhood Freeway Committee(NFC) was 

created and became quite effective. Early on, the NFC developed a multipoint strategy which 

included raising the profile of the Historic District within the larger Knoxville community and 

creating a legal defense fund to ensure good access to our legal rights within the  design 

process . With those goals in mind the first Historic Fourth & Gill Tour of Homes was  planned 

and executed in the fall of  1990 under the leadership of Melynda Whetsel. No one knew what 

to expect.   As the weekend wore on, we knew we had a success. We had around 1,000 visitors 

and raised more money than we could believe. After a couple of more years of successful tours 

we had accomplished our original goals of raising the visibility of the Historic Fourth & Gill 

Neighborhood and creating a  defense fund for the Organization  to engage TDOT  in their 

Environmental Review and Design process.  

 As a reminder of how well the Freeway Committee succeeded in dealing with the  Smart Fix -40 

project, here are a few key points. No properties in the neighborhood were demolished or 

compromised even though TDOT tried to have Fourth Ave. delisted from the National Register 

for expansion purposes and some early plans showed  takings  on Eleanor Street. Sound walls 

were constructed as a mitigating factor to having a National Highway routed through a National 

Historic District. On the south end of the neighborhood the Interstate was pulled much  further 

away from the Historic District. A full-service  interchange at what we now call Hall of Fame 

Drive replaced the old Fifth Ave. interchange that only let you get on or off going east. Finally, 

after all legal and consulting fees were paid,  approximately $20,000  raised during this period 

for the Defense Fund  remained and was earmarked by the Fourth & Gill Board as a protected  

fund and has never been touched for operating needs.  Its current value is approximately 

$25,000 which makes up the bulk of the Neighborhood’s financial resources and one of its 

greatest bulwarks  against potential future threats to the Neighborhood and Historic District. 
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The Current Fork in the Road 

Since the Smart Fix project was completed, the Neighborhood has thrived with its eastern 

border secure and its biggest potential challenge in the rearview mirror. The  Organization  has 

continued to sponsor  Home Tours as fundraisers, friend raisers and as a community building 

exercise. Activities such as porch hops, potlucks, Christmas Open Houses, Halloween parties, ice 

cream socials, long table dinners  and all other social events ride off the proceeds from the 

Home Tours. Funds to enhance  beautification on Public ROW’s and money to match other 

grants have come from this  profit center as well. The Neighborhood Center itself has  been 

irrelevant to these activities and has often been a distraction of time and talent.  Because of the 

Covid 19 pandemic, the Home Tour did  not occur in 2020 nor will it occur in 2021 and no one 

currently knows about 2022. This reality has restricted the Organizations operating capital and 

brought that concern into a sharp focus.   Interestingly, the pandemic also  led to the fall of the 

Birdhouse as a stable  tenant which threw  management of the facility solidly  back on the 

Organization board. Both these pandemic related interruptions have led  to the current 

discussion on what should be the role of the building in the coming years. How should it be 

used, is it viable to be used as  a Community Center or should it be sold to provide a secure 

source of operating funds for the residents of the Neighborhood and Historic District  for many 

years to come? 

 



1970           2020

Neighbors Working Together
to Build and Preserve

Community

Fourth & Gill Neighborhood
50th Anniversary



A Short History of the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood 
 
In 2010, our Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization decided to celebrate our 40th 
anniversary. The Board created a 40th Anniversary Committee, and each member of the 
committee wrote about one aspect of our history. The articles appeared in each Fourth and Gill 
Newsletter for about a year. Upon completion, the articles were compiled into a booklet for all to 
read and keep. 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 

 

               
                   

                
            

             
            

              
               
              

              
              

               
                

              
 

       
       

Recently the Neighborhood Center Committee of the Fourth and Gill Board decided to reprint 
the booklet. Our neighborhood has grown and changed since 2010. Many of our neighbors were 
not living in Fourth and Gill when “A Short History of the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood 1970- 
2010” was written and distributed. We have reprinted it here for all to enjoy.

  

In the early 1970s, the neighborhood center was called the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Center. 
Since the activities at the Center played such a central role in the life of the community, the entire 
neighborhood became known as the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood. It was a rare instance where a 
neighborhood was named after its Neighborhood Center, instead of the other way around.

Before our organization was called the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization, it was 
known as The North Knoxville Fellowship for Community Services (NKFCS) and was 
supported by four local churches that considered this neighborhood as one of their mission 
projects. A group of concerned mothers calling themselves the Mother’s Club gave rise to the 
NKFCS. As you can imagine, the Mother’s Club was concerned about their children and 
adolescents needing a place to safely gather and receive services like tutoring and summer 
activities that included lunch. This was in the late 1960s when this neighborhood was 
predominantly a poor community. Gene Monday, a wealthy landlord, was a member of one of 
these churches, St. James Episcopal, and agreed to donate his property at 800 N. Fourth (in 
disrepair) for the purpose of providing a safe and nurturing space for the neighborhood’s 
disadvantaged youth.

How did our Neighborhood Organization come to own
the Birdhouse/Neighborhood Center at 800 N. Fourth Avenue?

               
          

Note: The original printer made mistakes with some of the inserts in the 2010 
newsletters. Use your creativity and perseverance to figure out the puzzle.







































  

 
 

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   
 

 

 

 

    

   

  

   

 

   

  

     

    

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

                  
              

               
  

Over the last ten years the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Organization has partnered with the 
Birdhouse Community Center Organization to continue to provide space for a diversity of 
community activities. These include: potlucks, presentations, movies, music events, spoken
word/Hip Hop, musician practice space, poetry, puppet shows, puppet making, Mama’s Market, 
Kids Art Camp, yoga classes, dance classes, free library, non-profit office space, improv, 
wedding receptions, birthday parties, baby showers, dance parties, bonfire gatherings, Sunday 
Dinners, Food Not Bombs, Jamaican food, bicycle circus, art exhibits, soccer watch parties, 
Birdhouse café, festivals, clowns, community gardening, community radio and meeting space for 
everything and everybody under the sun and a few things above the sun.

The Birdhouse Community Center 2010-2020

               
                  

              
             
        

                   
            

On the following pages are articles from Birdhouse Coordinators, and a selection of artists and 
community organizers who have worked to add a rich layer of history to the building at 800 N. 
Fourth Avenue. This latest 10-year chapter, through no small measure of blood, sweat and 
laughter has seen the beloved Neighborhood Center emerge as an important artistic, social, 
political and cultural hub for the greater Knoxville community.

               
                

                 
                 

           

Virginia Douglas Fourth & Gill Board, 
   former Neighborhood Center Chair
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The Neighborhood Center had been very active during the War on Poverty times with many 
programs centered in the building. As time passed money was not available. I was a member of the 
Fourth and Gill Board. When I took over management of the building, there was only one tenant. 
Ms. Gunn’s Day Care used the first floor. This business was ruined by the rebuilding of Gill Ave 
because people could not get to the building.

The space used by the Day Care was not up to code. The violations were minor, so my maintenance 
man and I fixed most of them. The Day Care was supposed to have metal doors, which we ordered. 
We picked up the approved doors and took them to the Center. When we got there, we found out 
that the Day Care business had fled during the night, taking their equipment with them. We went 
ahead and installed the doors since they were not returnable.

Mic Harrison has used one room for a band practice for many years and sent his rent money every 
month. I think it is wonderful that his musical group has continued to use the building for many 
years.

One day a young woman named Katie Ries stopped by and asked if we might have any space for 
rent. I laughed and said, “a whole building.” She rented some spaces to other people
There was a group that approached the Fourth and Gill Board and asked if they could rent the 
building. They paid rent and stabilized the building. They called their program “The Birdhouse,” 
and they developed many programs which were of interest to Fourth and Gill people and 
community people.

I remember when I was in a bar in New York with my grown granddaughter several years ago. The 
bartender asked me where I was from, and I told her “Knoxville, TN.” She said, “I know about 
Knoxville. That’s where the Birdhouse is. That’s where young artists are able to do shows and 
exhibit their art for the first time.”



 
 

My earliest ideas about the collaborative process were informed by a PBS television 

show of the late 1980s: The Kidsongs TV Show. The title tells you plenty: this is a show where 

happy children sing songs about peanut butter, construction work, aquatic mammals, and being 

friends. The premise of the show was that it was “made for kids, by kids, and starring kids,” an 

idea made credible in the title sequence when the children skip right into the producers of A Real 

Television Station and ask if they can make a show.  "Please don't say no,” they sing. "We'll 

learn how to use it. Yes, we’re gonna work hard. We’ll be so creative and put on our show." 

“Ok, you got it!," the executive sings back, beaming, and so a crew of amped-up adolescents is 

given a dusty, unused studio full of functioning equipment. They dust off the soundboards, wheel 

out the cameras, plug in, and start broadcasting their quality content. On the set, the kids get 

along, exhibiting saccharine teamwork and excellent elocution. They shrug off late scripts and 

divide labor easily without ego or power struggles. The show ran for eight seasons and won 

several awards, supporting the American ideal that anything is possible with child labor and 

unbridled enthusiasm. (Watch a clip of the title sequence here - http://tinyurl.com/kidsongTV.) 

     

The building that houses the Birdhouse is the Community Center of the Historic Fourth & 

Gill neighborhood. Prior to our tenancy, it was occupied by Top Gunn Daycare. For reasons 

unknown, the Gunn family abruptly pulled out of the day care business and vacated the building 

without a forwarding address. Soon after, I approached the landlady, Virginia Douglas, about 

renting a studio in the building. She told me plainly, “I don't want to mess with a bunch of rent 

from several different artists. Why don't you form a collective and sublease the studios? They'll 

all pay you and you pay me.” That seemed reasonable. At that point, I could almost hear the 

Kidsong TV Show theme song. Despite real life experience with the true hardships of 

collaborative labor, it was the Kidsong TV Show and its winning combination of elbow grease 

and pluck that came to mind. We would move in, dust off the valuable art production equipment, 

and start delivering Culture to the people. We would sing and cooperate. It would be easy and 

good. And that was it: we had a building just by asking, an artist collective by default, and utopia 

in the making. 

 

    

 

    

  

   

 

     

   

  

     A rock band that had already been renting a studio on the second story told us the building 
had long been nicknamed “The Birdhouse,” and so we adopted that name for the collective. We 
rented out five studios for $130 a month to a local choreographer, a textile artist, a
singer/songwriter, a painter/musician and her band. A friend signed on to handle booking and 
promotion of music shows. All that remained was for us to clean house just like the Kidsongs 
characters, learn our theme song, and open our doors to the eager public.

      In the real backstage of the Kidsongs TV Show, and not the kid friendly backstage shown 
on TV, there were adults who handled labor contracts, insurance, catering, make-up, wardrobe, 
lighting, and so on. In our newly minted and collectively run house, we were that team. All of 
us had, and continued to have, full-time jobs. Chores, flakey artists, and drunken high school 
scenesters took the shine off of our collaborative project. They didn’t deal with any of this on 
TV! When were we going to be singing and dancing? Added to these setbacks was the fact that

Katie Reis, Birdhouse Volunteer Coordinator, 2010-2013



 

 

 

each of us had different ideas of how we might use the house and what our role in the 

community would be. Some of us imagined craft workshops and family-friendly events. Others 

saw the house developing along the lines of the Pilot Light, a steadfast local music venue. 

Though our different expectations made for long meetings and more complicated scheduling, our 

varied interests helped us become a more truly community-oriented space. Lucy Lippard writes 

in her book Lure of the Local that “[p]laces that are merely accessible to citizens, rather than 

controlled by them, are not truly public places.”  In that sense, we are not truly public, as we 

reserved editorial control over the events and work that we hosted, but we were of and for our 

community in that anyone could propose and host an event. 

     

It was not as organized or easy as we first imagined, but it was good. Through a growing 

network of neighbors, local artists, and bands, we were able to host experimental puppetry and 

theater, sewing workshops, swap meets, dance performances, a bike circus, as well as an endless 

cycle of up-and-coming bands. (Check out Brian Formo's Top Five.) Each artist and band 

brought a different energy and demographic to the house. We continued to host a monthly art 

exhibit to coincide with Knoxville's First Friday gallery walk, and Lauren Carrig keeps busy 

booking our music shows. We entered into a partnership with Knoxville’s chapter of Food Not 

Bombs. Their enthusiasm and labor contributed to the ever-evolving mix of talents and 

personalities, and their cooking made the house smell like a home. Our mission was vague, but 

the earnestness endured. The small scale of this city and the abundance of extraordinary people 

pursuing creative work makes for an intimate community. We know and support each other. 

 

We hoped the Birdhouse could become a self-sustaining arts space with non-profit 

status, an endless supply of eager volunteers, and a chipper theme song (sung by the Asheville 

dance duo EAR PWR). It is important to grow your own culture; important for artists and 

musicians to support each other; and for all of us to cultivate the spaces we wish to see. 

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

We gathered the people that we could, folks from Clean Water Expected in East Tennessee in 

Cocke County, Hula Hoopers like Ali Blair, Birdhouse Collective members Bridget Osterling & 

Kat Bike, Bonnie Swinford of United Mountain Defense and people from the neighborhood, 

Gerry Moll & Katie Walburg. I'm probably missing some people. We walked up the 4th & Gill 

Neighborhood meeting and talked about the need to maintain the space as a community and arts 

center. Little did I know I would be the sucker to take on the effort to keep it open.  

 

There was a good group of residents, artists, activists and people with handy skills who helped 

support the cause during my time there. We formed a weird, eclectic board with the late Carol 

Judy, films were shown every Monday at the Walk-in Theater, Cypher Saturdays, the monthly 

Hip Hop open mic was started by Angel Ibarra (which became the longest running programming 

in the space), folks such as Maya Sheppard & Rachel Winyoke bottom lined the creation of a 

community garden in the grown-up lot across the street. We had Fall festivals with a banjo and 

hayride, there was a Mama's Market for women to sell handy-crafts, Occupy Knoxville and the 

Hands of Appalachia! campaign worked out the space. We made a janky-free library. It was 

amazing, fun, but lot's of hard work. 

 

A part of our deal with the Neighborhood Organization was that we would also undertake some 

maintenance and renovations of the house. Primarily through the labor of Gerry Moll, Justin 

Hurst and Julio Fernandez, we installed a new wooden floor throughout the downstairs, and 

completely renovated the kitchen, tearing out the entire floor and replacing joists. We got into 

the walls and repaired some of the bad work from the 1980's and worked on the bathroom quite a 

bit, though we were unsuccessful in getting the pee smell out of there. 

 

I spent about 2 1/2 years being the volunteer, Volunteer Coordinator at the Birdhouse and I 

learned so much about the community and the hard labor it takes to make such a place function. 

My role was to keep the lights on, take out the trash, mop the floors, schedule the heavy metal 

bands, keep the doors open. That wasn't anything I did by myself and the amount of support 

people provided to the work during my tenure was incredible. Even that doesn't explain it all.  

I had previously been in and around the Birdhouse in the mid to late 1990s as an exhibiting 
artist. It was a place where I could show my photography and screen weird political 
documentaries without much to-do. One of those exhibits was "The 12 Hour Road Trip,” where 
Katie Walburg & Amira Inas HaQQ and myself rode all around Tennessee for half a day, 
shooting photographs, making sketches and doing weird stuff with mail. It was a place where 
people do exhibits like that and have a venue for projects that wouldn't be considered in other 
places in town. That type of relationship with the building continued as I secured an office space 
upstairs in the back, where the radio station is now.
It wasn't long after getting that office that I was informed that the 4th & Gill Neighborhood 
Organization was considering selling the building. At the time I was working at the Highlander 
Research & Education Center in New Market, as a farm intern. Being full of revolutionary and 
obtuse vigor, it seemed right to fight the selling of the Birdhouse and try to keep it as a 
community space.

       William Isom, Volunteer Coordinator Birdhouse Community Center,    
                                                     2013-2016



Bryan Alexander, Birdhouse Community Center Coordinator, 2016-2019 
 

I started taking on a leadership role sometime in late 2015, with William Isom as my 

predecessor.  I officially moved into the role of “Birdhouse Coordinator” around February of 

2016, and I worked at the Birdhouse in this role until the summer of 2019. 

 

There’s much that happened at the Birdhouse / Neighborhood Center during those years both in 

material upgrades on the house itself, as well as activities that were hosted out of the space - both 

for public and private gatherings. Both, of course wouldn't have been possible without an array 

of amazing volunteers within the surrounding community. 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

There were also probably over 100 live music shows, as well as art gallery showings, plays, 

stand-up comedy, wedding receptions, baby showers, workshops, fundraisers, yoga classes, 

markets, and discussion groups. And many people utilized the Birdhouse as a space to practice 

and hone their craft and to share their gifts with the community. 

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The space on the corner of 4th and Gill hosted weekly community movie and documentary 
screenings, monthly potluck dinners which normally included bringing in a speaker who held 
some sort of skill or expertise in their field or was working on a project to help the community 
out in some way to share their work and how others could get involved. Bill Murrah, Virginia 
Douglas, Carol Nickle, and others who have been part of the Neighborhood Center since its 
early days, came and spoke at one of these dinners about the history of the space - an oral 
rendering of the booklet you are currently holding.

                
                

               
                  
            

             

The Birdhouse is part of the fabric of what seems to make a place unique. Most people who have 
been in 4th and Gill and the surrounding neighborhoods for a little while know this about the
house on the corner of 4th and Gill. Whether they first think of it as “the Neighborhood Center” 
or “the Birdhouse” - the activities that have come out of the space have been the same. Working 
with the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood Organization and the Birdhouse Board, we facilitated a
wide-open opportunity for people to set up and create events they were interested in seeing, and 
to bring in a diverse range of events, ideas, and offerings to the wider community.

The upstairs of the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Center/ Birdhouse Community Center 
has several rooms that have been rented over the years, by artists and other community 
minded people and organizations. The following articles are from these inhabitants of the 
community space.

Mic Harrison

I’m Mic Harrison from Mic Harrison and The High Score. Long time renter. Someone from our 
musical family has been renting the same room since the fall of 1995. Carl Snow and Michael
Goldman were the first with their band Birdhouse, namesake of the building. Sometime in late 
1996 Scott Carpenter took over reign of the room. Many bands rehearsed on and off for the next 
three years. Jacqui and The Tumble Kings, The Pelton Brothers, The Westside Daredevils,
Superdrag, The Kevin Abernathy band, The High Score, Scott Miller, Geisha, The V-Roys and



 

(Mic Harrison continued) 

 

The Faults. In 1999 Todd Steed from Smoking Dave and The Premo Dopes took over to rehearse 

with his bands Apelife and also The Suns of Phere. Somewhere around 2003 Todd passed it on 

to us, we’ve been here ever since. We love the Birdhouse, it’s a big part of our band and a big 

part of Knoxville music history. 
 

 
 

We are a group of Hip Hop artists who create content and host events with community 

development as our aim and focus. Our relationship with the Birdhouse started in 2013 as 

tenants, when we decided to unify our creative efforts into becoming The Good Guy Collective. 

Most of our members were already familiar with the Birdhouse and its stewards, so choosing this 

space to house our headquarters was a no-brainer.  Since becoming tenants, we've witnessed 

more community events, art exhibits, potlucks, workshops, and other progressive experiences 

that fall directly in line with our values.  We ourselves have used the community space 

(downstairs) to host shows that have allowed local artists and new voices a chance to connect 

with this community in a more naturally intimate and effective way. We see this house as a home 

where we've been able to grow and develop our craft. We've yet to see anything else like it in our 

travels across the country; the City of Knoxville would not be the same without it.  

 

 

 
 

Knoxville Community Radio (WOZO-LP, The People’s Radio Station, 103.9 FM) is a 

grassroots, community-based, non-commercial, local low-power FM (LPFM) radio station 

based in the Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Center/Birdhouse Community Center in Knoxville, 

TN. The station was founded in 2015, created by community members, with a love for radio and 

a vision of radio by, for, and of the people. The founders of the station worked with Prometheus 

Radio Project, a project which helps local community radio stations to “build participatory radio 

as a tool for social justice organizing and a voice for community expression” (Prometheus, n.d.) 

to create Knoxville’s only community radio station. 

  

The station is a member of the Tennessee Association of Broadcasters, and it offers a wide 

variety of broadcasted shows – both on the air and livestreamed through the TuneIn platform. 

WOZO is completely financed through monthly DJ dues ($20 a month, with hardship allowances 

for those DJs who cannot afford the monthly dues); periodic fundraisers; and individual 

donations (including from the station’s DJs). WOZO does not accept corporate sponsorships and, 

therefore, does not air commercials. All of WOZO’s DJs are volunteers, who, in addition to 

producing and running their own shows, provide all of the technical resources and equipment to 

keep the radio station running. 

 

The Good Guy Collective

                                         Knoxville Community Radio 
                         (WOZO-LP, The People’s Radio Station, 103.9 FM)



(WOZO continued) 

 

Using the station’s platform, the DJs are active, impactful, community contributors who engage 

with the community through hosting community musical events, volunteering at community 

events, interviewing community groups and individuals who are involved in outreach and 

engagement activities for the betterment of their communities, and providing free public service 

announcements. 

  

 

 

         

 

  

·       Promoting a strictly “no ism” policy – nothing overtly sexist, racist, or 

homophobic either on the air, in the practice of the station, or within the DJs as a 

community 

·       Adhering to the principle of full autonomy of DJs to create shows and 

programs as they like, with the knowledge that WOZO is dedicated to providing 

radio that is beneficial to the community. This includes personal responsibility 

and commitment by DJs of providing their shows and content on a weekly basis, 

with the goal of informing and entertaining the community 

        

 

Many of the DJ volunteers at Knoxville Community Radio are community organizers / activists, 

or actively involved in the work of other non-profits. WOZO has several shows dedicated solely 

to providing a platform for community groups, individuals working in the community, 

policymakers and local leaders to inform the community about the work that they do and to 

encourage members of the community to learn more about how they can get involved in 

supporting community efforts. WOZO is also heavily involved in providing shows that showcase 

local and regional musicians, artists, and writers. WOZO DJs volunteer to support several local 

organizations in their own fundraising and awareness events (such as Knoxville’s Waynestock), 

as part of the station’s commitment to building partnerships across the Knoxville area. WOZO 

has also created a ‘sistership’ with community radio stations in Nashville and Asheville.  

  

 

 

  

 

The station’s DJs are diverse across ethnicity, race, age, religion or belief, political stance, and 
place of origin. WOZO is committed to this diversity, with shows airing in both English, 
Spanish, and Italian. WOZO’s commitment to diversity shows in their ability to keep the station 
running for five years, even considering such differing views, attitudes and lived
experiences amongst its volunteers. They are held together in their belief of community radio 
‘for the people’ and their belief in the power of community.

· Maintaining a consensus-minus-one membership, with rotating facilitation that 
is DJ controlled and operated. This is to allow each DJ an equal say in all 
decision-making, including the ‘consensing in’ of new DJs

Knoxville Community Radio is committed to several principles upon which the station was 
founded. At WOZO, these are known as “The Articles of DJdom.” These include:

· Committing to meet monthly and to communicate with one another 
regularly through active participation in group communication platforms, and to 
continue furthering WOZO’s mission and vision



 

 
 

Knoxville Mayor Madeline Rogero, 4th District City Councilwoman Lauren Rider, and members 

of the Knoxville community officially unveiled the newly restored Fourth and Gill neighborhood 

center porch at a ceremony that was held on October 4th, 2019. The porch restoration project 

raised $13,000 from more than 100 donors throughout Knoxville. The City of Knoxville Historic 

Preservation Fund covered the additional two-thirds. Ken McMahon from the City of Knoxville 

partnered with the Porch Restoration Committee to secure the funding.outside of the grant itself. 

The endeavor was a collaboration with many key players. Sue Russell (Resident and Grant 

Writer), Bryan Alexander (Birdhouse Liaison), Brent Waugh (Resident and Fund Raising Chair) 

and Gordon Coker (Resident and Neighborhood Construction Liaison) helped guide the project 

to completion. Also attending were Jim McDaniel of Benefield Richters, architect for the project 

and John Wampler of High Oaks Construction which built the porch. McDaniel researched 

numerous sanborn maps to recreate the exact placement of the columns. The builders executed 

the drawings to perfection. 

 

   

  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

   

   

 

   

 

  

 

                
             

                  
      

In the Spring of 2020 Fourth & Gill, Benefield Richters, and High Oaks Construction were 
awarded the Orchid Beautification award for the porch restoration at the Neighborhood Center. 
Thank you to Keep Knoxville Beautiful and to Bill Murrah for inspiring us to do it, and all of 
our incredible donors who made it happen!!!

It was a great pleasure to have special guest Rob Monday on hand at the porch ceremony. Rob’s 
great-grandfather purchased the house in 1935 and his grandfather donated it, along with several 
parcels that eventually became Fourth and Gill Park, in 1972. Neighborhood Center and Fourth 
and Gill pioneers Bill Murrah, Betty Henault, David Massey and Jamie Harris were also in 
attendance. Bryan Alexander, Councilwoman Lauren Rider, Brent Waugh, Sue Russell, Mayor 
Madeline Rogero and Gordon Coker cut the ribbon officially opening the new porch. It truly was 
a collaborative effort! A beautiful plaque was also unveiled that commemorates the project and 
the wonderful contributors from inside and outside of Fourth and Gill. The plaque will remain on 
display in the Neighborhood Center for all to enjoy. The ceremony was capped with an informal 
reception. Guests who helped start the resurgence of Fourth and Gill along with those who 
continue the preservation efforts were able to enjoy the porch officially for the first time. Judging 
by the results of the endeavor and neighbor and guest reactions, there will be many more great 
times on the beautiful new porch.

             Fourth & Gill Neighborhood Center/Birdhouse Community Center 
                                             2019 front porch restoration





Birdhouse Historic Photos
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