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Taxonomy 

• Scientific Name: Aster Sibiricus 

• Common Names: Siberian Aster or Artic 

Aster (var. meritus) 

• Family: Asteraceae 



Geographic Distribution 

•It is found from 

Alaska south to 

Oregon & Idaho. 

It extends east 

from Alaska to 

the Bathurst Inlet 

and south to 

Eastern Alberta 

and Western 

Montana 

•Possibly 

throughout 

Northern Europe 



Native Habitat 

• Gravelly river flats and banks, dry 

meadows and open woods. 

• Generally found in alpine conditions but 

also found in other rocky areas. 

 



Taxonomic Description 

• Herbaceous perennial that is freely 
branched with a slender creeping or 
branched rhizome 

• Single or Multiple stems up to 12 in (30 
cm) tall and glabrate or copiously wooly.  

• Leaves are variable although generally 
lanceolate to oblong. Are sessile or short 
petioled, usually with serrate margins, 
ciliate, hairy below and glabrate above. 

 





Taxonomic Description 

• Multiple or single flower heads, have 

purplish ray flowers and the pappus is a 

reddish brown to yellowish 

• Usually yellow disk florets, the involucral 

bracts are mostly green with purple 

margins and white hairs 





Propagation 

• By cuttings was not very effective.  Only 2 

of the 5 cultivars rooted. Location of 

cuttings may be important 

• May also be possible by seed (May have 

dormancy), plant division or root cuttings 

• Possible day neutral varieties 

 

 



Market Niche 

• Would be excellent early or late season flower in 
colder climates.  Could be a winter flower in 
milder climates 

• Hardy to USDA Plant zone 1and can survive 
frosts 

• Excellent alternative to mums.  

• Can grow in tough spots.  Likes rocky and well 
drained sites 

• Little is known about the plant so production can 
be difficult 



Proposed Production 

Schedule 

• Cuttings Take 3-6 weeks to root 

• Growing on in 4-8” Pots around 12 weeks 
to salable plant 

– Can be done in Greenhouse or outdoors 

– Soil pH should be 5.5-6.5 

– Florel or B-nine can be used to control height 
and flowering 

– Will require 2-3 pinches for a well branched 
plant 

 

 



Genetic Improvement 

• Needs more research on 

photoperiod requirements, crop 

production time, and methods of 

production 

• Breeding can also be directed 

towards more flower power, 

larger and/or more flowers, and 

growth habit 

 



References 

Cody, William J.   Flora of the Yukon Territory.  Ottawa. NRC Research Press. 1996. 

Trelawny, John G. S.   Wildflowers of the Yukon and northwestern Canada, including 
adjacent Alaska.  Victoria, B.C. Sono Nis Press. 1983.  

 Scotter, G. W. and  Hälle Flygare. Wildflowers of the Rocky Mountains.  North 
Vancouver, B.C. Whitecap Books. 2007.  

Collins, Barbara. Wildflowers from the Rockies, Aster Sibiricus. Updated August 2007. 
www.callutheran.edu/cr/images/mtn/can-33.jpg. Acessed April 28, 2008 

Steen og Wormsen Stauder. Eurybia sibirica Sibiraster. www.stewo.no/stauder_e.htm.  
Accessed April 28, 2008. 

Hjelmstad, Rolv. Sibirstjerne Eurybia sibirica  (= Aster sibiricus). August 2005. 
www.rolv.no/.../fjellplanter/aste_sib.htm. Accessed: April 28, 2008 

Luczai, Robert. Floriculture Fact Sheets: Garden Asters. UMass Extension. 2003. 
http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture/fact_sheets/specific_crops/aster.html. 
Accessed April 28, 2008. 

Yates, Rick. Garden Asters from Cell Packs. Griffin Greenhouse and Nursery Supply Inc. 
March 25, 2005.  

Aster sibiricus L. var. meritus (A. Nels) Raup. Washington Dept of Natural Resources. 
2003. http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/refdesk/fguide/pdf/astsib.pdf.  Accessed April 28, 
2008 

 

http://www.callutheran.edu/cr/images/mtn/can-33.jpg
http://www.callutheran.edu/cr/images/mtn/can-33.jpg
http://www.callutheran.edu/cr/images/mtn/can-33.jpg
http://www.callutheran.edu/cr/images/mtn/can-33.jpg
http://www.stewo.no/stauder_e.htm
http://www.rolv.no/.../fjellplanter/aste_sib.htm. Accessed April 28
http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture/fact_sheets/specific_crops/aster.html. Accessed April 28
http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/refdesk/fguide/pdf/astsib.pdf
http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/refdesk/fguide/pdf/astsib.pdf
http://www1.dnr.wa.gov/nhp/refdesk/fguide/pdf/astsib.pdf

