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Karen Jenson:

ROSEMALER OF MILAN

By Peggy Ness Palmer

tylized, deeply colored blooms,

whose roots reach back centuries

to the valleys of Norway's Tele-

mark region, come alive again in
the small rural community of Milan, Min-
nesota, under the brush of rosemaler
Karen Jenson.

Jenson, who took her first class in
rosemaling just twelve years ago, has
established a reputation for creating some
of the finest work of its kind in the world.
Rosemaling is a form of stylized flower
painting developed throughout many
regions in Norway. Although Jenson’s art
shares some of the qualities of the rose-
maling that adorned the homes and
churches of Norwegian peasants centuries
ago, it also reveals her own experience.
Spontaneous and free-flowing, it is done
without patterns, freehand. The result is a
special sense of artistic integrity reflecting
the artist’s commitment to her craft,

Rosemaling began as a spin-off of carv-
ing in the old churches and eventually
was used in the homes of peasants during
the mid- to late 1700s, says Jenson. “The
early paintings were done in chalk on
logs,” she explains. “The homes had open
hearths with a hole in the center of the
ceiling for smoke to escape, and the
people didn’t decorate their furniture or
ceilings because of the soot from the fire.”
Later, after more homes had stone corner
hearths with chimneys, it became more
popular to paint ceilings, beds, and other
furniture. By 1850, however, rosemaling
was in decline in Norway. A century
later, it was experiencing a healthy revival
in the Upper Midwest.

Early rosemalers were often itinerant
artists who painted in exchange for a bed
and a meal. Free spirits, they produced
art for the common people, yet often lived
at the edge or outside of society. Folk
stories of their escapades with drink and
the law are still told in Norway.

“Many of the early paintings are very
fine and beautiful,” says Jenson, who
favors the work of nineteenth-century
rosemaler Thomas Luras in particular,
Originally, rosemaling was done on cup-
boards, trunks, pails, and bowls—items
used for special events like weddings,
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teasts, and holidays, rather than everyday
use.
Jenson has been to Norway three times
and this summer led a tour of rosemaling
in Telemark during July and August.
Although she is not of Norwegian heri-
tage, she has made many friends in Nor-
way and has enjoyed knowing and
working with Norwegian folk artists. “I
would say my style has gotten stronger
after having been to Norway,” she says.

During her third visit, she worked with
several Norwegian rosemalers who were
teaching a course. On the last day of the
course, at the teachers’ request, Jenson
volunteered to paint certificates for the
participants. This last-minute project
turned into a special occasion when a
Norwegian friend played folk music on
the guitar while other artists watched
Jenson paint. The other rosemalers were
impressed because Jenson paints entirely
freehand, and they wanted to take lessons
from her. "1 felt so honored, 1 cried,” says
Jenson, “I couldn't believe it.”

Jenson's unique style comes from many
hours of practice and work. She often
puts in ten- to fourteen-hour days in her
studio. Because her style of painting is
more demanding in some ways than other
styles, a great deal of practice is required,
a fact she emphasizes to students in her
classes.

Using clear, brilliant colors and few
strokes, she paints stylized flowers with
fine tendrils. She generally uses a cad-
mium red line at the growing part of the
scroll to draw attention to the design. In
most cases she doesnt do preliminary
sketches. Before she begins painting, she
uses oil on the background for a part-
transparent, part-opaque effect. “There is
a balance of both in a good design,” she
explains.

Two of the techniques she uses are not
commonly used by rosemalers in this
country because of the time, challenge,
and expense they involve: lasuring and
using gold leaf. Lasuring, still done
throughout Norway, is similar to antique-
ing. It involves painting over a back-
ground color to create an effect that
resembles wood, marble, leather, drapery,

or rope. The artist uses oil and applies
paint with a brush, then removes the
paint with turpentine to create the desired
effect. Colors typically used are red on
red, blue on blue, and blue green on
green. The result enhances the rosemaling
design.

Gold leaf is added in the shape of a
square or rectangle to the design. In
Norway, only the wealthy could afford
rosemaled pieces with gold leaf. Being
frugal, they used the whole piece of gold
leaf rather than cutting it into other
shapes. Jenson continues this tradition ir
several of her pieces. She paints around
the gold leaf and very lightly over it so
the brilliance of the gold shines through.

Jenson has won many awards for her
work, including the medal of honor from

Vesterheim, the Norwegian American
Museum in Decorah, lowa, the highest
award that a rosemaler can achieve in the
LInited States.

In Minnesota, her work can be seen in
a number of public places, including the
ceilings of First Federal Savings and Loan
in Glenwood and Washington Federal
Bank of Madison. She has just finished
working on a special project with Minne-
sota artist Les Kouba. Kouba, challenged
by WCCO radio announcers Charlie
Hoone and Roger Erickson to design a
lutefisk stamp, had Jenson design a rose-
maled border for the work.

eggy Ness Palmer is a public relations
lepresentative on the Morris campus.

Roselmaler Karen Jenson of Milan, Minnesota, is

considered an expert al lasuring (used to paint the
Biblical scene above) and gold leal painting, tech-
niques few rosemalers attemp!. Above left Is one of
ggr ea_rlliest pieces; above right is a rosemaled wed-
ing gift,
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Amos Owen:

MAKER
OF
PIPES

By Paul Dienhart

igh Bear, a powerful medicine

man from the Black Hills,

came to visit Amos Owen last

week. For three days and three
nights High Bear prayed and performed
purification rites in the sweat lodge behind
Owen's house. Before High Bear left Prai-
rie Island—where buses rumble along the
road in front of Owen's house carrying
devotees to the bingo hall just down from
the nuclear power plant—he asked Owen
to make him an eagle claw pipe.

Amos Owen carves sacred pipes from
Minnesota pipestone. More than that, he
is a spiritual leader in the Dakota Indians’
ancient religious traditions. In both capac-
ities, he is known to Indians around the
country, who come for his pipes and for
the ceremonies at the sweat lodge where
Owen helps interpret the answers to their
prayers.

Owen has been carving pipes for more
than 25 years, but his spiritual calling
came only in the past five years. It was a
natural progression. The pipe is a compli-
cated symbol said to embody Indian reli-
gious beliets. “Some people have called it
a portable altar,” Owen says. “The pipe is
our means of communicating with the
Great Spirit.”
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VOYAGE TO THE WHITE CONTINENT
on a Special Cruise Expedition Sponsored by

Rl
b["‘nri vour days in the

company of penguins and
naturalists and your evenings
in luxury and stvle — The
Minnesota Alumni
Association invites you to
explore this wild, untouched,
and hauntingly beautiful land
aboard the five-star expedi
tion ship, the M/S World
\ccompanied by
expert lecturers and
scientists, we will have the

."J Nscovere)

opportunity to study the wide

variety of wildlife at
close-hand; whales,
seals, giant

albatross, cormorants, and
rookeries of penguins

Our ship has the highest
possible ice-safety rating and
IS equipped with a Heet of
swilt, stable inflatable landing
craft taking us to rocky islands
and beaches where only seals
have landed before us. Join us
for this vovage of discovery
Departing January 04, 1986 for
It'r\lil_\\

T
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l;:‘“.‘:“‘-:“—lll.lllllll-l Y

Saamie s s s gRAARNIRRERRRRREAR

The Minnesota Alumni Association

Workl Dncoversr )






















A SHORT HISTORY
VERY SMA LL PLACE

One legend has it that the name Dinkytown comes from the Gronnuk Bmld ing on the corner
of Fourth and Fourteenth thal houses Gray's Campus Drug. Grodnik loosely translated from
the Polish means “little village.”

BY AMY WARD

Some, like thousands of students, just passed through
on their way to an education. Others—like
Stiffy Stedman, Mel McCosh, Spider John Koerner,
and Al Johnson—stopped long enough to build
the biggest little college town this side of the Mississippi
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is CIAL EVENTS |

Leadershlp Day Planned
for September 28

Minnesota Alumni Association leaders
will be honored during Leadership Day,
Saturday, September 28, at the Radisson
University Hotel, 615 Washington Avenue
SE in Minneapolis,

The conference, scheduled to begin at
'noon, will open with addresses by Execu-
tive Director Margaret Sughrue Carlson
land Alumni Association President Penny
Winton. Volunteer of the Year awards
will be presented to this year’s cowinners,
band alumni John Brant and Priscilla
Nauer; the Alumni Service Award will be
given to past president John Mooty.
i Honor chapters, the best overall constitu-
ent society, the constituent society with
the most-improved membership, and the
best single constituent society program
will also be recognized.

During the afternoon, constituent soci-
ety presidents will meet with college and
school deans to discuss the effects on their
college or school of President Kenneth H.
Keller's plan to refocus the University.
Other sessions include programs on
endowed chairs, volunteer motivation,
and polling and public policy.

During a break in the program, alumni
will be able to meet board members of the
University Student Alumni Association
and to visit displays and information
booths featuring program ideas, projects,
and legislative information. A session on
University indicators of pride will con-
clude the program.

A unique feature of the program this
\vear is that all sessions will be led by
alumni volunteers.

Following the conference, alumni vol-
unteers are invited to attend the Gopher
football game against Oklahoma at the
Hubert H, Humphrey Metrodome.

Invitations to Leadership Day will be
mailed in September. More than 200 chap-
ter leaders, constituent society and associ-
ation board members, Presidential
Network members, deans, and regents are
expected to attend.

Ge pher
Football

The following is a tentative Gopher foot-
ball schedule of televised games. The dates
are lirm, but the times may fluctuate,

hio State at Minnesota, 7 p.m., Sep-

tember 26; Oklahoma at Minnesota, 7
p.m., September 28; Purdue at Minne-
sota, 7 p.m., October 5; Northwestern at
Northwestern, 11:30 a.m., October 12;
Ohio State at Minnesota, time unknown,

October 26; Michigan at Minnesota, 11:30
a.m., November 1; lowa at lowa, 11:30
a.m., November 23

Home games are played at the Hubert
H. Humphrey Metrodome, Minneapolis.

University of Minnesota
Alumni Association
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It took 12 years, but we finally found

the perfect wool to wrap you in
Gopher Colors!

Introducing the Original Sixfooter™ University of Minnesota Scarf!

We've been searching since 1973 to find the are perfect for wearing around your neck, as
perfect wool and dyeing process to provide sashes, even as decorative bannersand
University of Minnesota supporters with the furniture throws, and they make great gifts and
ultimate in school spirit wear...a six-foot long, keepsakes!

100% wool, individually sewn,

P ' To order yours, simply complete the coupon
American-made collegiate scart!

below. Clip and mail. Soon you'll be sporting
Now available for students, alumni, faculty, the Minnesota Maroon and Gold...in the
and Gopher fans everywhere. These scarves classiest manner possible!

PURE VIRLIN WOOL

[J YES! I want to get wrapped up in the Gopher
spirit. Please send me:

L] One six foot long University of Minnesota 100%
wool scarf for only $40 plus $2.50 shipping and
handling.

CJ Two scarves (save $5.00) for only $75, plus $3.50 shipping

and handling

Name

Street Address

Ciry/State/Zip

Day Phone { )

I'm enclosing [ check or [] money order for full amount
made payable to: Roses of Minneapolis.

Please charge to my L] VISA [] MasterCard

Account Number Exp. Date

Interbank No. (MC only)

Signature:

To order, simply fill out, detach and mail to:
Roses of Minneapolis, 2938 Ewing Avenue South,
P.O. Box 474, Minneapolis, MN 55440,
All orders shipped UPS. Street address necessary for delivery
Allow 3 to 4 weeks.
100



EY MINNESOTA
ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
100 MORRILL H/
100 CHURCH ¢
MINNEAPOLIS,

The university exists
to find and to communicate

the truth.”

Robert Maynard Hutchins

The University's quest for knowledge is a long-standing tradition. Faculty and staff.
students and alums, have all worked to preserve and enhance this tradition. . .securing a
place for excellence in years to come

The Minnesota Alumni Association believes that the strength of your future and that of
the University go hand-in-hand. Both require a commitment to a better future and the
financial security on which to build it 3

Group Term Life Insurance. one of many benefits offered through the Alumni Associa
tion. provides flexible, affordable security for you and your family. It's the kind of security
you can take with you, job to job, as you grow

Become a member of the Alumni Association and secure for yourself a piece of the mlnn!sm
University tradition
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