
Cumnor Place, Cumnor, Oxfordshire



A historically rich and charming house in the heart of 
Cumnor, close to Oxford.

Summary of accommodation 
Main House
Ground floor: Reception hall | Dining room | Study 

Kitchen | Staircase hall  Reception hall | Drawing room   

Playroom | Utility | Storeroom | Two pantries 

Three WCs | Cellar 

First floor: Library | Principal bedroom with connecting en 

suite | Five further bedrooms | Two family bathrooms 

Linen cupboard | WC | Two balconies 

Flat

Kitchen | Sitting room / bedroom  

Three bedrooms | Bathroom | WC

Garden and Grounds
Loggia | Loose box | Office | Four garages | Tack room   

Formal lawned gardens | Swimming pool | Tennis court 

The property is available as a whole, or in two separate lots. 
Subject to necessary planning consents, there is potential 
for development in the kitchen garden (lot 2).

In all about 3.19 acres
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Rooms of note
Reception hall: The hallway is accessed by a sizeable stone porch and boot 

room and provides access to the drawing room and the rest of the house. The 

hall has parquet flooring, wooden connecting stairs and overhead timbers. 

Drawing room: A spacious and well-proportioned room with corniced ceilings 

and parquet wooden flooring, enjoying wonderful views of the garden to the 

southwest and accommodating a charming corner bay window. The drawing 

room also provides access to the outside through a pair of French windows, 

underneath the veranda.  

Dining room: Excellent proportions with a large south west facing bay window. 

The room also includes parquet wooden flooring and corniced ceilings, enjoying 

garden views. 

Principal bedroom and accommodation: The principal bedroom is above 

the dining room, so similarly enjoys a large south west facing bay window and 

garden views. The principal bedroom has a large connecting bathroom. There 

are then five further bedrooms on the first floor, two with sizeable balconies and 

two bedrooms on the second floor. 

Situation
Cumnor is a sought-after residential area, close to Oxford with easy 

access to the A34 and Oxford ring road, connecting to the M4 and M40 

motorways. Newbury and Swindon are also within easy reach. There are 

excellent local schools including Abingdon, Cothill and Cokethorpe with 

other Oxford schooling within easy reach, such as Magdalen College 

School, Headington, Cherwell, The Dragon, Radley, St Edward’s and 

Summerfields. Sporting and leisure facilities include the Nuffield Health 

Club, golf at Hinksey Heights, Frilford Heath and the Farmoor Reservoir.

Distances 
Oxford City Centre 3.5 miles (Oxford to London Paddington from 

49 minutes), 10-15 minute cycle, Oxford Parkway (Trains to London 

Marylebone from 55 minutes), Abingdon 6 miles, M40 (Junction 8) 16 

miles (Distances and times approximate)



Approximate Gross Internal Floor Area

Main House: 749 sq m / 8,064 sq ft 

Outbuildings: 209 sq m / 2,250 sq ft

Total: 958 sq m / 10,314 sq ft 

 

This plan is for guidance only and must not be relied  
upon as a statement of fact. Attention is drawn to  
the important notice on the last page of the text of  
the Particulars.



History 
Cumnor Place and its grounds lie at the heart of Cumnor 

village, next to the medieval church of St Michael, and still 

form the largest residential property in the parish. Although 

not Listed, the house is of architectural and historical interest 

in its own right, but equally as the ‘successor’ to the nearby, 

important and interesting medieval manor house – the first 

‘Cumnor Place’, so called from the 16th century – fragments 

of which form part of the property today. 

In 1909, Amy and Katherine Jervois, daughters of the soldier, 

engineer and colonial administrator, General Sir William 

Francis Drummond Jervois (1821-97) bought the house. The 

sisters were responsible for creating the house essentially 

as we see it today: in 1909 they added a wholly new wing 

to the south (right, as viewed from the garden), comprising 

what is now the front hall and part of the drawing room. The 

later part includes the elegant two-storey octagonal turret 

or bay window at the house’s south-west corner. The style 

was a competent loosely 17th-century ‘Cotswold vernacular’, 

with hints here and there of ‘Arts and Crafts’. Together with a 

new service-wing (boiler room, servants hall and bedrooms 

etc) fronting the Abingdon Road, new access arrangements 

from the road and a purpose-built electrical generator house, 

these changes created the entrance and garden frontages 

as they are today, including the timber-framed veranda (first 

built 1909, also rebuilt 1911). The Jervois sisters also added 

the bay window to the dining room and the staircase hall, 

and the first floor ‘half-timbered’ oriel window between them. 

Their improvements effectively created a house with, on a 

small scale, the standard ‘Country House’ amenities of the 

time, including a service passage from the kitchen to the 

dining room, a pantry, still room and larder, and an electric 

bell system and call board that still works today. They also 

added a double ‘motor garage’, quite an innovation before 

the First World War. 

On the 17th August 1967, it was advertised by Hampton & 

Sons in Country Life as ‘a beautiful 16th-century house’, 

and swiftly bought by the late Oliver and Jane Impey (née 

Mellanby), both Oxford academics. They spent two years and 

vast sums re-servicing, re-roofing and generally rescuing 

what was by then a seriously dilapidated building and its 

grounds. They also refurbished the 1950s tennis court (and 

again in 2010), installed the swimming pool (since twice 

refurbished), built the neo-classical pool house, the timber-

framed arcade in the front courtyard, planted hundreds of 

trees, the famous bamboo grove, and created the garden 

and surroundings as they are today. Their Executors are 

currently responsible for the property.



Fixtures and fittings:  A list of the fitted carpets, curtains, light fittings and other items fixed to the property which are included in the sale (or may be available by separate negotiation) will be provided by the Seller’s Solicitors. Important Notice: 1. Particulars: These particulars are not an offer or contract, nor 
part of one. You should not rely on statements by Knight Frank LLP in the particulars or by word of mouth or in writing (“information”) as being factually accurate about the property, its condition or its value. Neither Knight Frank LLP nor any joint agent has any authority to make any representations about 
the property, and accordingly any information given is entirely without responsibility on the part of the agents, seller(s) or lessor(s). 2. Photos, Videos etc: The photographs, property videos and virtual viewings etc. show only certain parts of the property as they appeared at the time they were taken. Areas, 
measurements and distances given are approximate only. 3. Regulations etc: Any reference to alterations to, or use of, any part of the property does not mean that any necessary planning, building regulations or other consent has been obtained. A buyer or lessee must find out by inspection or in other 
ways that these matters have been properly dealt with and that all information is correct. 4. VAT: The VAT position relating to the property may change without notice. 5. To find out how we process Personal Data, please refer to our Group Privacy Statement and other notices at https://www.knightfrank.
com/legals/privacy-statement.
Particulars dated June 2022. Photographs and videos dated February 2022.  
Knight Frank is the trading name of Knight Frank LLP. Knight Frank LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales with registered number OC305934. Our registered office is at 55 Baker Street, London W1U 8AN where you may look at a list of members’ names. If we use the term 
‘partner’ when referring to one of our representatives, that person will either be a member, employee, worker or consultant of Knight Frank LLP and not a partner in a partnership. If you do not want us to contact you further about our services then please contact us by either calling 020 3544 0692, email 
to marketing.help@knightfrank.com or post to our UK Residential Marketing Manager at our registered office (above) providing your name and address.

Note: “This plan is based upon the Ordnance Survey 
map with the sanction of the control of H.M. Stationary 
office. This plan is for convenience of purchasers only. Its 
accuracy is not guaranteed and it is expressly excluded 
from any contract. Licence Number. No. 100021721.”

Cumnor Place

Tenure 
Freehold.

Services 
Mains electricity. Oil fired central heating. Mains water.  Mains drainage.

Local authority
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Council  

Tel: 01235 422 422

Council Tax 
Band F

Energy Performance Certificate
Rating: Band F

Postcode
OX2 9QN

Viewings 
All viewings must be made strictly by appointment only through the 

vendor’s sole selling agents, Knight Frank LLP.




