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river systems in South Africa, excluding only the Sahara desert and the
Mediterranean fringes of North Africa (Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia). The
freshwater crabs of Madagascar also belongs to the Potamonautidae but are all
included in a unique subfamily Hydrothelphusinae and currently contain three
genera, Hydrothelphusa A. Milne-Edwards, 1872, Madagapotamon Bott, 1965,
and Skelosophusa Ng and Takeda, 1994. In addition a forth genus, Gecarcinautes,
Bott, 1965, belonging to the Gecarcinucinae is also recognised. Cumberlidge et
al., (2002) recently described a new genus Marojejy from Madagascar. It is
noteworthy that this siland has been poorly sampled and probably contains a large

diveristry of undesribed taxa.

1.3 A taxonomic overview of the southern African Potamonautes

Keppel Barnard, former director of the South African Museum, Cape Town,
pioneered the systematics of a large number of invertebrates, and provided the first
record on the distribution of freshwater crabs of South Africa, based on previous
reports and the results of the Vernay-Lang Expedition (Barnard, 1935). Barnard
(1935) noted that all South African species belonged to Potamon (subgenus
Potamonautes). His classification was followed by Chace (1942) and later by Dandy
and Ewer (1961). Later, Barnard (1950) reported that at least five freshwater crab
species occur in streams, rivers and lakes in South Africa. He remarked that the
freshwater crab species of the country were difficult to delineate into well-defined
species, as certain populations appeared to exhibit considerable morphological
variation. His suspicion that “transitional forms” occur between certain species

further complicated the systematics of this group. The high degree of morphological
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