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INTRODUCTION

The nineteenth century was a period of great discovery for the terrestrial biota of the
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, and especially Laysan Island.  More comprehensive surveys were
undertaken early in the 20th century, after Theodore Roosevelt established the Hawaiian Islands
Bird Reservation in 1909.  During the 1960s, studies by the Smithsonian Pacific Ocean Biological
Survey Program vastly increased our knowledge of these islands and included among them a
comprehensive monograph on the natural history of Laysan Island by C. A. Ely and R. B. Clapp
(1973).

Beginning in the mid-1970s, Laysan and its sister islands received further attention with the
expanded study of endangered vertebrates by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (which
administers these islands), and with Hawaii's growing interest in the fishery resources of the area
as reflected in studies by the National Marine Fisheries Service.  Two symposium volumes (Grigg
and Pfund 1980; Grigg and Tanouye 1984) and many reports on endangered vertebrates followed
such as the series of papers on the Hawaiian Monk Seal (Monachus schauinslandi) authored by
the Johnsons, on sea turtles by Balazs and his colleagues on sea turtles, and on the Laysan
Finch (Telespyza cantans) by Conant and Morin.  These and other studies and incidental
observations have provided much new information on the biota of Laysan and the other
North-western Hawaiian Islands.  Indeed, almost as many published and unpublished reports
on Laysan Island have come out in the last 20 years as in the preceding century.

Because this material is scattered over hundreds of professional journals and other periodicals,
we decided to prepare a bibliography to make easier the task of those intending to conduct
research on Laysan in the future.  As we worked on this bibliography it occurred to us that it would



be worthwhile to include the earlier bibliography in Ely and Clapp so as to have a single complete
source of information on the literature of this atoll.

The 1973 bibliography was by no means intended to be exhaustive but was to be an index to the
primary papers dealing with various aspects of the fauna and flora.  Often the latest paper on a
subject was used rather than list the three or four previous papers on which it may have been
largely based.  For the convenience of the reader, this bibliography includes many of the earlier
papers not included in the Laysan account, and corrects others that were incorrect in or
inadvertently omitted from Ely and Clapp (1973).  We also include a number of anonymous
newspaper articles for which we know the date of publication but not the page numbers.  Many
of these would be useful in constructing a detailed history of Laysan and the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands and are included to aid in such studies.

Our current bibliography lists 1076 titles referring to Laysan, not including several more that were
excluded for being too peripheral or which only duplicated information included in other titles
included herein.  The original bibliography in Ely and Clapp contained 286 titles, with many of them
literature specific to organisms or general subjects and not necessarily including Laysan.  This
drastic increase over the last 22 years once again emphasizes the much expanded role of research
in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. 

Titles are sometimes supplied in brackets when the original material lacked them.  Many, but not
all, titles are annotated; titles lacking annotations are usually those whose titles very adequately
indicate the paper's contents.  We have usually only briefly annotated published papers or books
that are easily accessible and have given more extensive annotations of manuscript material that is
often found at only one or two sites and which may be difficult or impossible to consult without
considerable effort.  Our annotations are limited for publications with only minimal information on
Laysan Island.

Scientific names are reported as they appear in original reports, but amended names are often
referred back to earlier papers.  We have not included some popular works that only rehash
well-known information on Laysan, nor have we included some technical papers that only
secondarily refer to Laysan and which provide no new information.

During the Smithsonian Pacific Ocean Biological Survey Program (hereafter POBSP),
1962-1970, a very extensive literature survey was conducted for references to the central Pacific
Islands covered by this project (those in an area from 30° N to 10°  S and from 150° W to 180°
W (Humphrey 1965)).  Translations were also made of a considerable number of papers in foreign
languages, particularly the reports stemming from Schauinsland's Expedition to Laysan in 1896.
In some instances, these files do not include the complete publication, particularly when the material
appears in a lengthy book; in such instances, only those pages specifically pertaining to the islands
were copied.

In addition many hundreds of man-hours were spent looking for, taking notes on, and copying



unpublished sources of information, principally in the files of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
the Hawaii Division of Fish and Game, the Bernice P. Bishop Museum and other sources in
Honolulu, HI, and in various Record Groups in the U. S. National Archives in Washington, DC.
The results of this search, something over 1850 titles, are now housed in the Smithsonian Natural
History building in Room 434.  Because these files provide a unique source of information on
Laysan and other Northwestern Hawaiian Islands we have decided to include the file number for
each of the titles occurring there and appearing in this bibliography.  Such files are indicated by the
entry [POBSP - followed by the file folder number.]

Originals of unpublished POBSP reports are held in the U. S. National Museum Archives in
Washington D.C., and copies of most of these are in a series of numbered blue bound volumes
presently kept in the Smithsonian Bird Division library.  Such reports are indicated by entries such
as POBSP BB (blue book) followed by the number of the volume and/or by the SI Archives,
Series, Box, and Folder numbers, e.g. SIA 2, 17, 8.  [All are in Record Group 245]

Because the authors of this bibliography are principally vertebrate ecologists or ornithologists, we
cannot be certain, indeed doubt, that the listing of papers for the flora or invertebrates is absolutely
complete.  We do feel, however, that the bibliography, listing as it does, so many unpublished and
obscure sources of information, should be highly helpful to future researchers. 

The reader should note that much of the manuscript material, other than that in the U. S. National
Archives, may not be in the public domain and may not be available on request to some of the
holding facilities.
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