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TAXONOMY 
Family Names  
Family Scientific Name:  Droseraceae 
Family Common Name:  Sundew 
Scientific Names  
Genus:  Drosera 
Species:  Rotundifolia 
Species Authority:  Linnaeus 
Variety:  Drosera rotundifolia var. rotundifolia 
Sub-species:   
Cultivar:   
Authority for Variety/Sub-species:  Linnaeus 
Common Synonym(s) (may 

repeat this section multiple 
 



times as needed) 
Genus:   
Species:   
Species Authority:   
Variety:  Drosera rotundifolia L. var. gracilis  
Sub-species:   
Cultivar:   
Authority for Variety/Sub-species:  Laestad 
Variety: Drosera rotundifolia L. var. comosa 
Sub-species:  
Cultivar:  
Authority for Variety/Sub-species: Fernald 
Common Name(s):  Roundleaf sundew, common sundew 
Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database):  
DRRO 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
General Distribution (geographical 

range (states it occurs in), 
ecosystems, etc): 

Round-leaved sundew is distributed from Greenland 
and Newfoundland west to Alaska.  It occurs south 
along the Pacific coast to California and inland as far as 
western Montana and western Colorado.  In the East, 
round-leaved sundew is found from Nova Scotia south 
to Georgia, Florida, and Alabama and west to the 
Mississippi River, Iowa, and Minnesota. Round-leaved 
sundew is known from at least two locations in west-
central Montana. In Colorado, it is known from one 
bog in Gunnison County, a site that has been given 
special protection. There is also one record of round-
leaved sundew from a bog in Bottineau County, North 
Dakotai. Most commonly found in sphagnum bogs. 
Occurs throughout much of Northern Hemisphere. 

Climate and elevation range Grows typically in very wet areas, such as swamps, 
bogs, and near lakes and rivers. Round-leaved sundew 
is usually confined to sites with a high water table or 
high precipitation and humidityii. It requires continually 
moist or wet situationsiii. 

Local habitat and abundance; may 
include commonly associated 
species 

 

Plant strategy type / successional 
stage (stress-tolerator, competitor, 
weedy/colonizer, seral, late 
successional) 

Seral. Shade/drought intolerant. A well-adapted 
competitor in nutrient-poor wetland sites. 

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Ecotype (this is meant primarily for 

experimentally derived protocols, 
 



and is a description of where the 
seed that was tested came from):  

Propagation Goal (Options: Plants, 
Cuttings, Seeds, Bulbs, Somatic 
Embryos, and/or Other Propagules):

Plants 

Propagation Method (Options: Seed 
or Vegetative): 

Seed 

Product Type (options: Container 
(plug), Bareroot (field grown), Plug 
+ (container-field grown hybrids, 
and/or Propagules (seeds, cuttings, 
poles, etc.)) 

N/A 

Stock Type:  N/A 
Time to Grow (from seeding until 

plants are ready to be outplanted):  
N/A 

Target Specifications (size or 
characteristics of target plants to be 
produced):  

3-5 cm long. 

Propagule Collection (how, when, 
etc):  

Seed dispersal generally begins in Julyvi. Fruit is a 
capsule and seeds can be collected when capsule is 
dried or rotting. Seeds are also very buoyant, and can 
be collected by submerging in water. 

Propagule Processing/Propagule 
Characteristics (including seed 
density (# per pound), seed 
longevity, etc):  

The fusiform seeds are 0.06 to 0.07 inch (1.5-1.8 mm) 
long and 0.008 inch (0.2 mm) wide and have an 
inflated testai. Seed weight is usually around 20µg. 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments 
(cleaning, dormancy treatments, 
etc):  

The seeds are generally collected and stored at low 
temperatures (2-7˚C) and sown the following spring. 
Damp-cold stratification. Seed trays are watered with a 
fungicide and kept moistiv. 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 
Practices for Perennial Crops 
(growing media, type and size of 
containers, etc):  

Organic acid soils, low in nutrients, such as nitrogen 
and calcium. High calcium concentrations may be toxic 
to the plantv. It may also grow on peat soils of other 
bryophyte or of graminoid originsvi. Pots should be 
kept in a sealed terrarium or in plastic bags to keep 
moisture in. 

Establishment Phase (from seeding to 
germination):  

Seeds should be kept in a damp soil, lots of humidity 
and lots of light. 

Length of Establishment Phase:  The longest period of dormancy recorded has been 4 
yearsvii. Usually germinate in 4 weeks. 

Active Growth Phase (from 
germination until plants are no 
longer actively growing):  

N/A 

Length of Active Growth Phase:  Growth begins anywhere between February and April. 
Flowering occurs from May to October, mainly in June 
and Julyvi.  



Hardening Phase (from end of active 
growth phase to end of growing 
season; primarily related to the 
development of cold-hardiness and 
preparation for winter):  

N/A 

Length of Hardening Phase:  N/A 
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping (of 

seedlings):  
N/A 

Length of Storage (of seedlings, 
between nursery and outplanting):  

Seeds are viable for up to 4 yearsviii. 

Guidelines for Outplanting / 
Performance on Typical Sites (eg, 
percent survival, height or diameter 
growth, elapsed time before 
flowering):  

Plants can live up to 5 yearsix. Seedlings can flower in 
their first summer, and plants can flower every year. It 
is not known whether seed is set every yearx. Plant 
should be kept cool during dormant period, in a 
refrigerator or cooler. Drosera rotundifolia is an 
herbaceous perennial plant with a slender vertical axis 
about 3 cm long in plants grown in full sun, and up to 5 
cm long in shade-grown plantsxi. 

Other Comments (including 
collection restrictions or guidelines, 
if available):  

Drosera rotundifolia is an insectivorous plant that 
captures and digests insects using sticky leaf hairs to 
obtain nutrients, such as nitrogen, that are lacking in its 
natural environment. However, D. rotundifolia can 
grow, survive, and reproduce in the absence of preyx. It 
is listed as endangered in Illinois and Iowa, threatened 
in Tennesee, and exploitably vulnerable in New 
Yorkxii. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
References (full citations): See below 
Other Sources Consulted (but that 

contained no pertinent information) 
(full citations): 

International Carnivorous Plant Society Homepage. 
http://www.carnivorousplants.org/ (last accesed 
4/22/08). 
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