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TAXONOMY 
Family Names  
Family Scientific Name:  Equisetaceae 
Family Common Name:  Horsetail 
Scientific Names  



Genus:  Equisetum 
Species:  laevigatum 
Species Authority:  A Braun 
Variety:   
Sub-species:   
Cultivar:   
Authority for Variety/Sub-species:   
Common Synonyms: Equisetum funstonii A.A. Eaton 

Equisetum kansanum Schaffn. 
Equisetum laevigatum A. Braun ssp. funstonii  
(A.A. Eaton) Hartm. 
Hippochaete laevitgata (A. Braun) Farw. 

Common Names:  Smooth scouring rush, smooth horsetail 
Species Code:  EQLA 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range: North America. See maps above for distribution in 

North America and Washington State. 
Ecological distribution: Usually found in areas of medium to high moisture, in 

sandy or gravelly substrates. Moist prairies, riverbanks, 
roadsides (Rook).  

Climate and elevation range <3000 m (Jepson). Hardy to USDA Zone 3; average 
minimum annual temperature -40˚F (Rook).  

Local habitat and abundance; may 
include commonly associated 
species 

Mostly found in wetlands, occasionally in non-
wetlands (Rook). 

Plant strategy type / successional 
stage (stress-tolerator, competitor, 
weedy/colonizer, seral, late 
successional) 

Not found 

Plant characteristics: Forb. Forms colonies by rhizome growth. 
Distinguishable from other horsetails by its smooth 
stems and pointed cones; other horsetails have rough 
stems and un-pointed cones (Rook). 
 
Erect growth form, growing to 5 feet tall. Moderate 
lifespan. Drought intolerant (Sagebud).  
 
Perennial by rhizome in most areas, especially 
southwest United States (Jepson). 
 
 

PROPAGATION DETAILS 
Propagation Goal: Plants 
Propagation Method: Vegetative, by rhizome division; plants reproduce 

naturally by spores, but propagation by rhizomes is  



Product Type: Container/plug 
Stock Type:  Not found 
Time to Grow (from seeding until 

plants are ready to be outplanted):  
Not found 

Target Specifications:  Not found 
Propagule Collection:  NA 
Propagule Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics:  
NA 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments:  NA 
Growing Area Preparation / Annual 

Practices for Perennial Crops 
(growing media, type and size of 
containers, etc):  

Requires minimum of 10 inches soil depth for root 
growth. Requires constant moisture; drought intolerant 
(Sagebud). 

Establishment Phase:  Not found/NA 
Length of Establishment Phase:  Not found 
Active Growth Phase:  Spring 
Length of Active Growth Phase:  Not found 
Hardening Phase: Not found 
Length of Hardening Phase:  Not found 
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping:  Not found 
Length of Storage :  Not found 
Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites: 
Not found 

Other Comments: Considered endangered in some parts of New York 
State (PLANTS). 
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