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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Brassicaceae

[1] 

Common Name Mustard family
[1] 

Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name  Barbarea orthoceras

[1] 

Varieties  Dolichocarpa
[1] 

Sub-species  Barbarea orthoceras subsp. Dolichorcarpa (Fernald) 

Piper & Beattie
[2] 

Cultivar  

Common Synonym(s)  Barbarea americana Rydb.                                             

Campe orthoceras(Ledeb.) Heller
[3][4] 

Common Name(s) American yellowrocket
[1]

                                                       

American wintercress
[1]

                                               

Wintercress
[5]

                                                                 

Erectpod wintercress
[5]

   

Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database) 

BAOR
[5] 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



Geographical range  

[6]
      

[7] 

    North America                 Washington 

Ecological distribution  Swamps or on wet rocks, wetlands, meadows, and 

riverbanks
[8][9] 

Climate and elevation range Grows in elevations ranging from 100’-2600’. Suitable 

climates are light sand, medium loamy and heavy clay 

soils that are neutral to basic in pH. Also preferring 

semi shady to shaded moist soil.
[9][10]

 

 

Local habitat and abundance  Local habitats include lowland forest and meadows, 

wetlands, and most common along coastlines. While 

abundances are unclear.
[10][11] 

Plant strategy type / successional 

stage  

Grows well in ditches and other disturbed sites and 

may be considered weedy by some
[17] 

Plant characteristics  Forb/herb that is known to have biennial and perennial 

growth patterns. The flowers are typically yellow and 

hermaphroditic growing 25-45 mm in length. While the 

plant itself has stiff stems and grows around 10 20-

60cm branches with leaves that are lobed and alternate 

with one leaf per node.
[12] 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  

Ecotype  N/A
[14/17] 

Propagation Goal  N/A
[14/17]

 

Propagation Method  Seeds
[14] 

Product Type  Seeds
[14] 

Stock Type Seeds
[14] 

Time to Grow  Early spring is the best season for growth, needing a 

moist well-drained soil and 2hrs of direct sunlight. 
[16]

No data on how long it takes for seeds to germinate.  

Target Specifications  Mature height ranges from 8-24in with bright yellow 

flowers blooming May-June. 
[17] 

Propagule Collection Instructions Propagate plants in early spring under sun or shaded 

areas in moist-well drained soil
[15] 

Propagule Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  

N/A
[18] 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments  N/A
[13] 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 

Practices for Perennial Crops  

N/A
[13] 

Establishment Phase Details  N/A
[17] 

Length of Establishment Phase 2-4 weeks in cold moist stratification
[17] 



Active Growth Phase  N/A
[17] 

Length of Active Growth Phase N/A
[17] 

Hardening Phase  N/A
[17/18] 

Length of Hardening Phase N/A
[18] 

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping  N/A
[18] 

Length of Storage  N/A
[18] 

Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites  

Typically grow best in cool moist habitats with well-

drained soils. 
[17] 

Other Comments Not much info was found for seed germination and 

storage but the species.  
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