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North America Distribution Washington Distribution

QPLANTS _—
Source: USDA PLANTS Database

TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Scientific Name Ranunculaceae
Common Name Buttercup Family or Crowfoot Family
Species Scientific Name
Scientific Name Delphinium glaucum S. Watson
Varieties
Sub-species
Cultivar
Common Synonym(s) Delphinium brownii Rydb.
Delphinium scopulorum A. Gray var. glaucum (S. Watson)
A. Gray

Delphinium scopulorum auct. non A. Gray
Delphinium splendens G. N. Jones

Common Name(s) Sierra larkspur, giant larkspur, mountain larkspur, tall
larkspur, western larkspur, Brown’s larkspur, duncecap
larkspur, Hooker’s larkspur >

Species Code (as per USDA Plants DEGL3
database)

GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range Klamath Ranges, High Sierra Nevada, San Gabriel
Mountains, San Bernardino Mountains, N East of Sierra
Nevada; to Alaska, western Colorado.! Western and
Subarctic Canada.” See maps above for distribution in North
America and Washington state.

Ecological distribution Meadows, wet thickets, bogs, streamsides, open coniferous
3
woods.

Climate and elevation range Grows above or near treeline.’




Prefers high-moisture, low-light conditions and may occur
as sporadic individuals.’

Tall forb-shrub communities adjacent to coniferous forests,

often along streams or other moist places, at or near sea
level to 2775 m.’

Local habitat and abundance

Widely distributed in mountainous areas throughout
Washington. '

Conservation Status: Abundant; of no concern.

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Facultative Seral Species''

Plant characteristics

Perennial, hermaphroditic herb with purple, zygomorphic,
spurred flowers. A flowering ramet produces 10-60 flowers
on the main inflorescence axis, and inflorescences of some
large plants also include a few basal, lateral branches with
1-10 flowers. °

Flowers open sequentially, rather than simultaneously; and
male function precedes female function within flowers. °

Long-tongued bumblebees are the principle pollinators. '

Poisonous due to high concentration of toxic alkaloids.®

PROPAGATION DETAILS
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed
Product Type Container (plug)
Stock Type Container with minimum depth of 8 cm (3 in) *

Time to Grow

10 - 12 months °

Target Specifications

Erect forb that is 3 to 8 feet tall. !

Propagule Collection Instructions

Flowers in July and August and the seeds mature from
August to September. !

Seeds are collected in late August to early September when
plant produces papery light brown seedpods that open at the
top when ripe. Mature seed will be a dark brown color.
Remove entire stalks of ripe seedpods and spread them out
to dry. Alternatively, the plants can be shaken over a
container to remove the seed from the open pods."’

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Keep seeds in an airtight container in a refrigerator at 36°F
to 40°F for up to one year.*

Seeds lose viability quickly. *

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments

None. Though some report germination to be higher when
seeds undergo chitting. For this process, seeds are spread on
a wet paper towel in a plastic container, which is then




covered with a lid and kept in a warm room at about 15°C.
As soon as any seed is found to have germinated, it should
be removed with tweezers and planted in an individual 5 cm
pot of moist seed compost.

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Prepare to sow seed in autumn in thoroughly washed seed
container.*

Direct seeding in greenhouse or outdoor nursery setting.

Seeds should be sown thinly and need to be only lightly
covered with compost. The level of compost should be no
greater than the thickness of the seed itself. The compost
should be moist and it is beneficial to include a layer of
perlite at the bottom. Fill each container with compost,
lightly firm and level the surfaces so that it is about 1.25 cm
(1/2 in) from the top. The container should then be watered,
preferably by standing it in 2.5 ¢cm (1 in) of water for
approximately one hour. A piece of cling film should then
be stretched over the pot. The propagation site should be
around 15°C, but should not drop below 10°C.*

Establishment Phase Details

As soon as the seedlings appear, remove the cling film. The
young seedlings must be kept out of the direct rays of the
sun. * A site against a north-facing wall or even a dense
shrub is ideal.”

Length of Establishment Phase

Usually three weeks; but can occur sooner. It is wise to start
checking after 14 days. *

Active Growth Phase

When second leaves appear, commence pricking out
seedlings. Prick seedling out into 8 cm (3 in) pots and again
soil-based or peat-based compost can be used. Seed boxes
may also be used for pricking out but they must be of
sufficient depth, at least 6.5 cm (2 '2 in) deep. The container
should be filled in a similar way to those used for sowing.
To prick out the seedlings, loosen them with a small
implement and grasp them by the leaves. Containers should
now be placed in a shady frame. *

Growth will continue until around December when the light
factor will induce a gradual dormancy and the foliage will
wither away.’

Length of Active Growth Phase

Five to six weeks for the seedlings to have grown
sufficiently to be transplanted.’

Hardening Phase

Begin by bringing plants out of doors at least two weeks
prior to planting. Plants should at first be placed in a shady
location then gradually moved to sunnier locations. Wait
until the temperatures are above 45°F. Gradually leave
outside a little longer each day. Bring indoors every
evening.’

Length of Hardening Phase

2 weeks °

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping

Total Time to Harvest: 12 weeks




Plants will go dormant during the winter. Store overwinter
in nursery in moist, but not saturated compost. °

Length of Storage 5 months °
Guidelines for Outplanting / Seedlings that were planted in the open ground between
Performance on Typical Sites May 26™ and June 14™ had expanding spikes in early

August with a few florets showing color.'?

Other Comments Plants are poisonous to livestock, especially cattle, and may
be considered undesirable or invasive for that reason. ®
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