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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family 
Scientific Name Ericaceae (1) 

Pyrolaceae (2) 

Common Name Heath Family (1) 

Wintergreen Family (2) 

Species Scientific Name 
Scientific Name Pyrola asarifolia Michx. (1) 

Varieties   

Sub-species  Pyrola asarifolia ssp. asarifolia Michx. 

Pyrola asarifolia ssp. bracteata (Hook.) Haber (1) 

Cultivar  

Common 

Synonym(s)  

Pyrola asarifolia var. bracteata (Hook.) Jepson  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. bracteata  

Pyrola asarifolia var. incarnata (DC.) Fern.  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia  

Pyrola asarifolia var. purpurea (Bunge) Fern.  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia  

Pyrola bracteata Hook. 

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia  

Pyrola californica Krisa  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia  

Pyrola rotundifolia subsp. asarifolia (Michx.) A&D Löve  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia  

Pyrola uliginosa Torr. & Gray ex Torr.  

   Pyrola asarifolia subsp. asarifolia (3) 

Common Name(s) Liverleaf wintergreen, bog wintergreen, pink wintergreen, pink shinleaf, alpine 

wintergreen (3) 

https://courses.washington.edu/esrm412/protocols/PYAS.pdf
http://www.itis.gov/servlet/SingleRpt/RefRpt?search_type=author&search_id=author_id&search_id_value=41823


Species Code (as 

per USDA Plants 

database) 

PYAS (2) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical 

range  

 

 
Ecological 

distribution  

Coniferous forests, woodlands, meadows, fens, bogs and swamps (4) 

Climate and 

elevation range 

Pink wintergreen is found in cool moist climates such as boreal, temperate and 

cool mesothermal climates (3). In Rainier National Park it is found at mid-

elevations of 2,000 to 4,000 ft (5). Herbarium specimens from the Burke 

Museum record P. asarifolia were collected from as low as 100 ft and to as high 

as 8500 ft (6).  



Local habitat and 

abundance  

P. asarifolia is a common woodland flower on the slopes of the Cascade and 

Olympic Mountain ranges (7). P. asarifolia grows along streams, and in 

woodland meadows. It is commonly found growing with Carex spp., Achlys 

triphylla and growing under a canopy of Tsuga heterophylla and Picea 

engelmannii (6).  

Plant strategy 

type / 

successional 

stage  

Pink wintergreen is classified as a facultative wetland species for Washington 

state (2).  

Plant 

characteristics  

P. asarifolia is an herb distinguished by its racemes of bright pink flowers from 

June to September. It has thick, round and glossy leaves which form a basal 

rosette (7). The fruits of pink wintergreen are 5-chambered capsules that contain 

many seeds. Seeds of pink wintergreen are dust like and similar to many orchid 

species, in that they require a fungal symbiont in order to germinate (8). Natural 

regeneration by rhizomes is common (3). 

PROPAGATION DETAILS (Seeds)  
Ecotype  N/A 

Propagation Goal  Plants 

Propagation 

Method  

Seed 

Product Type  Container 

Stock Type Unknown 

Time to Grow  Unknown 

Target 

Specifications  

Unknown 

Propagule 

Collection 

Instructions  

Collect whole fruit capsules which contain the dust seeds. Timing is unknown 

and likely to differ by elevation. It is recommended to collect native soil from an 

established plant along with the seeds in order to supply the necessary fungi for 

germination (9). 

Propagule 

Processing/Prop

agule 

Characteristics  

Unknown 

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments  

Unknown 

Growing Area 

Preparation / 

Annual Practices 

for Perennial 

Crops  

Most aspects of the propagation of P. asarifolia are unknown. Some sources 

recommend using native soil or peat moss to propagate the seeds (9) (7). 

Establishment 

Phase Details  

Unknown 



Length of 

Establishment 

Phase 

Unknown 

Active Growth 

Phase  

Unknown 

Length of Active 

Growth Phase 

Unknown 

Hardening Phase  Unknown 

Length of 

Hardening 

Phase 

Unknown 

Harvesting, 

Storage and 

Shipping  

Unknown 

Length of Storage  Unknown 

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites  

Unknown 

Other Comments  Additional research on the mycoheterotrophic nature of the germination of P. 

asarifolia is necessary to create a more thorough propagation protocol. 

PROPAGATION DETAILS (Crown Division) 
Ecotype  N/A 

Propagation Goal  Plants 

Propagation 

Method  

Crown Division 

Product Type  Container 

Stock Type Unknown 

Time to Grow  Unknown 

Target 

Specifications  

Unknown 

Propagule 

Collection 

Instructions  

P. asarifolia has shallow rhizomes (3). Asexual propagation by division is possible 

but as of 2015 the procedure has not been described in detail in any sources (10) 

(11). 

Propagule 

Processing/Prop

agule 

Characteristics  

Unknown 

Pre-Planting 

Propagule 

Treatments  

Unknown 

Growing Area 

Preparation / 

Unknown 



Annual Practices 

for Perennial 

Crops  

Establishment 

Phase Details  

Unknown 

Length of 

Establishment 

Phase 

Unknown 

Active Growth 

Phase  

Unknown 

Length of Active 

Growth Phase 

Unknown 

Hardening Phase  Unknown 

Length of 

Hardening 

Phase 

Unknown 

Harvesting, 

Storage and 

Shipping  

Unknown 

Length of Storage  Unknown 

Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 

Performance on 

Typical Sites  

Unknown 

Other Comments   
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