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TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Brassicaceae ⁄ Cruciferae 

 
Common Name Mustard 
Species Scientific 

Name 
 

Scientific Name  Arabis glabra (L.) Bernh. 
 

Varieties  Arabis glabra var. furcatipilis 
Arabis glabra var. glabra 
Arabis glabra (L.) Bernh. var. furcatipilis M. Hopkins 
 



Sub-species  N/A 
Cultivar  
Common Synonym(s)  Turritis glabra L. 

 
 

Common Name(s) rock cress 
Species Code (as per 

USDA Plants 
database) 

ARGL 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range  
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Ecological distribution  Arabis glabra is found in yellow pine forests, red fir forests, subalpine forests, 
valley grasslands, foothill woodlands, chaparral, and lodgepole forests (Calflora).  

Climate and elevation 
range 

(Due to limited information found, details found for Arabis microphylla Nutt.) 
Elevation range is from 270-1700m (Berkeley) 

Local habitat and 
abundance  

Arabis glabra is native to rocky, hilly banks and sloping meadows. It is found in 
shaded forest edges, road sides, rocky outcrops, waste grounds, and broad-leaved 
forests (Naturegate). 

Plant strategy type / 
successional stage  

Arabis glabra is sun and partial shade tolerant. It prefers clay-loam, loam, or rocky 
soil that is dry or moist (wildflower).  

Plant characteristics  Arabis glabra is a biennial herb. It grows 50-120cm tall. The lower part of the stem 
is hairy and the upper part of the stem is glabrous. The flowers are yellowish white 



and the leaves are alternate and basal rosette on the stem. The fruits have many 
seeds with 1cm long stalk. Arabis has low growing habit and excellent rooting for 
planting into rock gardens or rock walls (Ball Red Book). 

PROPAGATION DETAILS found for the genus Arabis due to limited information 
found for Arabis glabra 

Ecotype  Seeds were collected from Crater Lake National Park.  
Propagation Goal  Plant (NPN.) 
Propagation Method  Seed (NPN.) 
Product Type  Container (plug) (NPN).  
Stock Type Information not found 
Time to Grow  60 days of cold, moist stratification to germinate (Prairie Moon Nursery). Do not 

use this method if you are using a seed mix and cannot keep the site moist after 
planting. If seeds germinate while in stratification, plant immediately.  

Target Specifications  Stem that grows from 20-48 inches (Nature Gate). 
Propagule Collection 

Instructions  
No information found 

Propagule 
Processing/Propagule 
Characteristics 

Avoid rapid or frequent temperature changes and protect against rodents (Prairie 
Moon Nursery). 

Pre-Planting Propagule 
Treatments  

No information found  

Growing Area 
Preparation / Annual 
Practices for 
Perennial Crops  

For seeds that are to be planted outside (in rows or containers), mix with equal 
amounts or slightly more damp sand, vermiculite, or other horticultural-use 
medium such as silica sand (Prairie Moon Nursery). For larger quantities, 
vermiculite is used.  
 

Establishment Phase 
Details  

Arabis should be sown out in the late autumn or early spring when a light frost is 
still possible (GardnersHQ). 

Length of 
Establishment Phase  

60 days. You do not need to stratify if you are fall-planting or using a seed drill 
(Prairie Moon Nursery).   

Active Growth Phase  Arabis require vernalization process to flower (GardnersHQ).   
Length of Active 

Growth Phase  
No information found  

Hardening Phase  No information found  
Length of Hardening 

Phase  
No information found  

Harvesting, Storage 
and Shipping  

seed should be stored in either an airtight container under refrigeration (33–40°F) 
or in an open container in a cool, dry place (Prairie Moon Nursery).  
 

Length of Storage  No information found  
Guidelines for 

Outplanting / 
Performance on 
Typical Sites  

Aphids are a common pest of Arabis (Cornell University).  

Other Comments   
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