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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Fabaceae4 

Common Name Legume family 
Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name  Lupinus pusillus Pursh4 
Varieties  None4 
Sub-species  • Lupinus pusillus Pursh ssp. intermontanus (A. 

Heller) D. Dunn4 
• Lupinus pusillus Pursh ssp. pusillus 4 
• Lupinus pusillus Pursh ssp. rubens (Rydb.) D. 

Dunn4 
Cultivar None4 
Common Synonym(s)  None4 
Common Name(s) rusty lupine, intermountain lupine, dwarf lupine4 
Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database) 
LUPU4 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



Geographical range 

4 
Ecological distribution These plants can be found in desert shrub and pinyon-

juniper communities, often growing in sandy soils.2 

Climate and elevation range Dry climates, with hot summers and cold winters. They 
are found at higher altitudes, 2500 to 6150 feet. 2 

Local habitat and abundance  The nearest these plants can be found is in Eastern 
Washington, in Kittitas County. They have a relatively 
large range and are abundant. 4 



Plant strategy type / successional 
stage  

Stress-tolerator2 

Plant characteristics  This is a forb. It’s an annual that has anywhere from 4-
38 bluish flowers. The leaves are ~1in long lancelet 
shaped and covered in soft hairs. The plant can get up 
to 9 inches tall and the seedpods are oval shaped. The 
flowers often contrast sharply with the ground making 
them easy to spot. 3 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  
Ecotype  N/A 
Propagation Goal  Plants5 

Propagation Method  Seed5 
Product Type  Propagules5 
Stock Type N/A 
Time to Grow  Plant in summer and let harden through winter5 
Target Specifications  N/A 
Propagule Collection Instructions  Collect in spring 5,3 
Propagule Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  
N/A 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments  Scarify seeds with a few passes of sandpaper and let 
soak in water overnight. Inoculate with rhizobium. 5 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 
Practices for Perennial Crops  

Difficult to maintain in containers, plant in situ. 5 

Establishment Phase Details  They should emerge within one week, but could take 
up to 4, should be at least 70 degrees F. 5,3 

Length of Establishment Phase  N/A 
Active Growth Phase  N/A 
Length of Active Growth Phase  N/A 
Hardening Phase  N/A 
Length of Hardening Phase  Let the plants drop their seeds and self-sow naturally, 

weathering during winter will scarify the seeds and 
prep them to germinate again. 5 

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping  N/A 
Length of Storage  N/A 
Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical Sites 
N/A 

Other Comments  N/A 
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