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Platanthera aquilonis ​Sheviak (Northern Green Orchid) 

 

TAXONOMY 

Plant Family  

Scientific 
Name  

Orchidaceae 

Common 
Name 

 Orchid 

Species 
Scientific 

Name 

  

Scientific 
Name 

Plantanthera aquilonis Sheviak 

Varieties   N/A 
 

Sub-species   N/A 

Cultivar  N/A 



Common 
Synonym(s) 

Platanthera hyperborea​ auct. non (L.) Lindl.​5 

 
Habenaria hyperborea​ auct. non (L.) R. Br.​5 

 
 
 

Common 
Name(s) 

 Northern Green Orchid, ​eagle rein orchid, Sheviak's bog orchid ​2 

Species Code 
(as per 
USDA Plants 
database) 

PLAQ2, HAHY3, PLYH9​5 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



Geographical 
range  

 5

5 

Ecological 
Distribution 

Wet meadows, tundra, marshes, fens, stream banks, shores, ditches, seeping slopes, 
roadsides, borrow pits, mesic deciduous forest slopes.​6 

Climate and 
elevation range 

0 - 2500 m elevation. Climate is generally cool and moist.​4 

Local habitat and 
abundance 

No specific information found for Washington State.  
Across native habitats in North America, this species is recognized as regularly 
occurring. It has been documented that the Northern Green Orchid inhabits prairie 



regions (fens, wet prairies, sedge meadows) and forests that are continually moist, 
shaded, and soil is fairly acidic.​1 

Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage  

Self pollinating/fertilizing, tuberous ​1 

Plant 
characteristics  

15 - 75 cm in height. Leafy stems. Tuberous orchid, tubers are vertical, slim, and 
tapering sizing between 3 - 15 cm in length and grow two roots per tuber. Plant has 
inflorescence raceme between 3-25 cm in length housing between 5 - 40 flowers. 
Flowers are small and yellow/green in color and usually bearing no scent.​1​ Blooms 
usually occur between May and August.​6 

 
 

PROPAGATION DETAILS (TUBER) 

Ecotype  N/A 

Propagation 
Goal 

Plant 

Propagation 
Method  

Vegetative. Tubers 

Product Type  Bareroot or container 

Stock Type  N/A 

Time to Grow  N/A 

Target 
Specifications  

 N/A 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

No species specific information found; below are general instructions for tuberous 
orchid propagation.  
 
Remove tuber from parent plant during dormancy season, between early fall and 
early spring. Cut underground stem between an old and new tuber.​7 

Propagule 
Processing/Prop
agule 
Characteristics  

N/A 



Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

N/A 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual Practices 
for Perennial 
Crops  

Tubers should be planted at the same depth they were harvested from.​7 

 
If stock type is bareroot, tubers should be planted 15 cm apart.​7 

Establishment 
Phase Details  

N/A 

Length of 
Establishment 
Phase  

N/A 

Active Growth 
Phase  

N/A 

Length of Active 
Growth Phase  

N/A 

Hardening 
Phase  

N/A 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase  

N/A 

Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

N/A 

Length of 
Storage 

N/A 
 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance on 
Typical Sites  

N/A 

Other   P. aquilonis is often confused with P. huronensis. Generally the easiest way to 
confirm the identity of P. aquilonis is checking for its scentless flowers and a dull 
yellow color on the lip of its blooms. ​1 
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