
Ribes wolfii Rothr. (Wolf Currant) 
 

TAXONOMY 

Plant 
Family 

 

Scientific 
Name  

Grossulariaceae  

Common 
Name 

 Currant family 

Species 
Scientific 

Name 

  

Scientific 
Name 

 Ribes wolfii Rothrock  

Varieties   N/A 

Sub-species   N/A 

Cultivar  N/A 

Common 
Synonym(s
) 

 Ribes mogollonicum, Greene (USDA) 

Common 
Name(s) 

 Wolf’s Currant, Winaha currant, Rothrock currant 

Species 
Code (as per 
USDA Plants 
database) 

 RIOW or RMIO3 

GENERAL INFORMATION 



Geographical 
range  

 

 

Ecological 
distribution  

 The wolf currant is found in damp coniferous and subalpine forests, riparian, 
and meadow climates. Many reported sightings noted in disturbed sites (e.g. 
roadsides), slopes, and river banks. Recorded sightings suggest that this 
species is both tolerant to full sun and partial shade. Reports also confirm that 
organic and fine, deep soils are prefered.12 



Climate and 
elevation range 

It has been found between 4,000 and 12,000 ft elevation but is most common 
between 9,000 and 11,000 ft elevation.6  
 

Local habitat 
and abundance  

Rare and scattered. Found in the two most south east counties of Washington 
state, the northeastern county of Oregon, and the large central county of 
Idaho which would include both the Nez Perce – Clearwater National Forests 
and the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. More south, the Wolf Currant has 
been found scattered throughout Arizona, Colorado, Utah, and New Mexico. 
Sightings have been reported in the Abajo Range, North Canyon and the 
Gunnison National Forest.12 

Plant strategy 
type / 
successional 
stage  

 No species specific information available;  

Plant 
characteristics  

 Shrub, deciduous6, spreading and erect stems9. Reports have claimed that 
this shrub species reaches anywhere between 5ft and 12ft (wiles & 
llyod/chambers)  The whole plant is puberulent. Flowers bloom between May 
and August9, and have been recorded as being pink, green, and/or white in 
color and growing in dense clusters. The flowers shape is cupped, with 5 
petals forming a star-like shape5 and bloom in summer. Berries grow to be 
about ⅛” -½” in diameter and are black, oval in shape, and 
glandular-pubescent. 

PROPAGATION DETAILS (SEED) 

Ecotype   No species specific information available  

Propagation 
Goal 

 Fruiting Plants 

Propagation 
Method  

 Seed 

Product Type  Bareroot 

Stock Type  n/a 

Time to Grow   No species specific data available; 



Target 
Specifications  

 No species specific data available; 

Propagule 
Collection 
Instructions  

No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes spp. it is recommended that fruits be collected at time of ripening to 
prevent substantial losses to birds. Fruits that are not undergoing immediate 
seed extraction should be spread out to a shallow layer to prevent 
overheating. A combination of maceration and washing should be used to 
separate the seeds from pulp. If fruits are dried they should first be soaked in 
water.8 

Propagule 
Processing/Pro
pagule 
Characteristics  

 No species specific data available;  
 
Ribes spp. seeds are orthodox and can be stored in a sealed container with 
low moisture content to ensure long term viability.8 Seeds stored at -4ºF can 
remain viable for many years,2 but may still remain viable regardless of 
temperature for a long period of time. 
 
Relative to Ribes wolfii fruit size, Ribes aureum (golden currant) produces 1.8 
kg of seeds to 45 kg. of fruit.8 

Pre-Planting 
Propagule 
Treatments  

No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes spp. Seeds should be surface sterilized with diluted sodium 
hypochlorite-based household bleach ( 2-3 fl oz : 1 qt water), recommended 
sterilization time of 5 min. Seeds should then be rinsed in a rotation of 2 to 3 
15 min. baths of cool tap-water.2 

 
Ribes spp. Dry seeds should be stored in a low moisture space. For long term 
storage keep at temperatures of -4ºF.2 

 
Ribes spp. To break dormancy, stratify seeds at 35ºF for a duration of 8 - 12 
weeks on moist sand or paper towel. For many species a second period of 
stratification is necessary for germination being that irregular dormancy is 
often observed as an adaptive trait.2 

Growing Area 
Preparation / 
Annual 
Practices for 

No species specific data available; Recorded sightings examined plants 
growing in both organic soils and fine, deep soils.  
 
Ribes spp. Soil’s heavy in hummus recommended.8 



Perennial 
Crops  

Establishment 
Phase Details  

 No species specific data available;  
 
Ribes spp. Seeds should be dry when planted; those that have not been 
stratified should be sown during autumn season, stratified seeds should be 
sown in spring. The optimal rate of sow is 60 to 80 ft2. Seeds should be 
covered with ⅛-½ of growing medium. Germination is epigeal.8 

Length of 
Establishment 
Phase  

 No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. 1 month after spring emergence for fall 
plantings.13, 14 

Active Growth 
Phase  

  No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. Liquid nitrogen fertilizer applied (Morgro 
21-0-0) the second week of every month within the growing season (April - 
August) unless foliage is wet; avoid fertilizers containing muriate of potash 
(potassium chloride).1 45 minute irrigation following fertilizer application. Both 
sulfur and phosphate amendments are applied mechanically.  
      Root pruning begins when plant reaches 10” tall. Heavy irrigation for 
multiple days is required to ensure roots are saturated prior to pruning. 
Pruning blade should be set so seedlings can be slightly pulled off when 
being pruned. Pruning depth should be checked frequently and adjusted 
when needed. To allow soil to settle back around the roots, irrigate for at least 
2 hours after pruning to ensure survival.  
    Top prune to desired height.13,14 

Length of 
Active 
Growth 
Phase  

  No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. 4 months.13,14 

Hardening 
Phase  

  No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. Beginning the 3rd week of August application 
of fertilizer ceases and irrigation is only applied when needed.13,14 

Length of 
Hardening 
Phase  

  No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. 2 months.13,14 



Harvesting, 
Storage and 
Shipping  

  No species specific data available; 
 
Ribes cereum & Ribes aureum. Lifting window from early February - mid 
March during seedling dormancy. Seedlings can be hand lifted after an 
undercut of 8” depth has been applied using a lifter. They should then be 
stored in a cooler between 36 to 42ºF and 92-98% humidity and require good 
air circulation.13,14

  

Length of 
Storage 

  No species specific data available; 
 
n/a 

Guidelines for 
Outplanting / 
Performance 
on Typical 
Sites  

  No species specific data available; 
 

n/a 
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