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TAXONOMY 

 

Plant Family  
Scientific Name Equisetaceae 

Common Name Horsetail  

Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name  Equisetum sylvaticum Linnaeus, Carl 

Varieties  var. sylcaticum – with scabrous branches 

var. pauciramosum Midle – smooth branches, slightly branched 

var multiramosum (Fernald) Wherry – smooth branches, copiously 

branched 

 

Sub-species  Wood horsetail is a highly variable species with many varieties and 

forms that have little taxonomic significance. [2] 

 

Cultivar -- 

Common Synonym(s)  -- 

Common Name(s) Wood horsetail 

Woodland horsetail 

Sylvan horsetail 

 

Species Code  EQSY 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Geographical range  

 



Ecological distribution  Woodland horsetail is a circumboreal species distributed throughout 

Alaska and Canada, and as far south as North Carolina, the Great 

lakes states, Wyoming and the Pacific Northwest. [2, 5] 

 

Climate and elevation range Prefers cool, moist, shaded to somewhat open forests. [5] 

 

Local habitat and abundance Most prevalent in lowland wet conifer forests but is also common in 

mixed upland, dry conifer, and deciduous forest habitats. It prefers 

moist open woods, wet banks, swamps, bogs and meadows. [5] 

 

Plant strategy type / 

successional stage  

Often found in large dominant stands, Wood horsetail is considered 

to be a colonizer species invading newly exposed mud, streambanks, 

floodplains, and recently burned areas but can also be found in 

stable climax forests. [4, 1] 

 

Plant characteristics Wood horsetail is classified as a geophyte and commonly propagates 

with an extensive creeping system of rhizomes that can outweigh 

ariel shoots by 100:1. It is a perennial, deciduous, homosporous 

pteridophyte that has a narrow spore dispersal period. Gametophytes 

reach sexual maturity at 3-5 weeks and produce a constant supply of 

gametes until death. [4, 1] 

 

PROPAGATION DETAILS  

 
Ecotype  The spores should be harvested from a similar location and close to 

the target planting location due to its high variability and ability to 

hybridize with other species. [2, 3] 

 

Propagation Goal  Plant 

Propagation Method Rhizome cutting – Propagation method inferred from the natural 

history and biology of the species. 

 

Product Type  Container plant 

Stock Type 164ml cone-tainer 

Time to Grow  Gametophytes reach sexual maturity at 3-5 weeks. [5] 

Target Specifications  Emergent sterile shoot 

Propagule Collection 

Instructions 

Collect rhizomes in the spring when fertile shoots begin to emerge 

from the soil. Almost any peace of the rhizome can propagate new 

plants so dig down deep and collect as much material as desired 

while practicing sustainable harvesting techniques.  [1, 7] 

 

Propagule 

Processing/Propagule 

Characteristics  

Cut the rhizomes into 1-2in sections and plant directly into moist 

soil. [2] 



Pre-Planting Propagule 

Treatments  

Wood horsetails require moist soil environments to thrive so do not 

let the rhizome cuttings dry out. When harvesting rhizomes, in 

spring, transplant as soon as possible to stimulate new growth. [2]  

 

Growing Area Preparation / 

Annual Practices for 

Perennial Crops  

Wood horsetail thrive in poorly drained to moderately drained, 

nitrogen-poor soils and can be found on substrates with lower pH 

than other horsetail species. Due to its extensive, deeply buried, and 

long-lived rhizome system, it is recommended to plant rhizome 

starts in cone-tainers and transplant them into larger pots once plants 

are established. [1, 2, 3] 

 

Establishment Phase Details Unknown 

Length of Establishment 

Phase  

Unknown 

Active Growth Phase  Unknown 

Length of Active Growth 

Phase 

Unknown 

Hardening Phase  Unknown 

Length of Hardening Phase  Unknown 

Harvesting, Storage and 

Shipping  

Unknown 

Length of Storage  Unknown 

Guidelines for Outplanting / 

Performance on Typical 

Sites  

Unknown 

Other Comments  Due to the success of the rhizome systems, established Woodland 

horsetail plants can out compete many other plants and persist for a 

long time. It is extremely difficult to manage this species as a weed 

and is recommended that they remain in containers unless 

outplanting to a natural area. [1, 2] 
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