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TAXONOMY 
Plant Family  
Scientific Name Asteraceae (compositae) 
Common Name Sunflower family, Daisy  
Species Scientific Name  
Scientific Name  Erigeron compositus  

 
Varieties  There are three botanical varieties: var. compositus, 

var. glabratus, and var. discoideus. 
 

Sub-species  N/A 
Cultivar N/A 
Common Synonym(s)  Dwarf mountain fleabane, Alpine Daisy 

 
Common Name(s) Cut leaved Daisy 
Species Code (as per USDA Plants 

database) 
ERICOM (USDA).  

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Geographical range   

Image © 2009, G. D Carr (WTU 
Herbarium Image Collection 
Burke Museum, accessed 
5/24/21) 

 



            
         (Noyes 1996.) 
Found across the western United States up into British 
Columbia, Greenland, and Alaska.  
                                              

Ecological distribution  A widespread North American species, occurring from 
prairies to alpine slopes. It inhabits disturbed open areas in 
well drained soils. 
 

Climate and elevation range Sandy riverbanks at low elevations to rocky outcrops at mid- 
to high elevation in the mountains (ABMI). 
 

Local habitat and abundance  Rare, ranked as an S3 (as of 2019) (Saskatchewan 
Conservation Data Centre.) 

Plant strategy type / successional stage  Colonizing species from the prairie to the alpine zone and 
establishes following disturbance. 
 

Plant characteristics  Semi-woody, perennial Forb 
PROPAGATION DETAILS  

Ecotype  Scree slope, Siyeh Bend, Glacier National Park, Glacier Co., 
MT., 2000m elevation (Luna).  
 
Protocol Information developed by Tara Luna, and Dale 
Wick 

Propagation Goal  Plants  
Propagation Method  seed 
Product Type  Container (plug)  
Stock Type 160 ml conetainers- needs very good drainage (Baskin) 
Time to Grow  9 months  
Target Specifications  Height: 6 to 10 true leaves, 3 cm 

Caliper: n/a 
Root System: firm plug in 160 ml conetainer 
 
 

Propagule Collection Instructions  Seeds are hand collected in August when achenes turn tan 
and are easily detached from the disc. Seeds are collected in 
paper bags and kept in a well-ventilated drying shed prior to 
cleaning. (Luna) 
 

Propagule Processing/Propagule 
Characteristics  

Seeds are cleaned with a hammermill and office clipper at 
NRCS. 



Seed longevity is unknown. 
Seed dormancy is classified as physiological dormancy. 
Seeds/Kg: 1,500,000 /kg 
% Purity: 100% 
% Germination: 90%  
(Luna) 
 

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments  5-month outdoor cold, moist stratification. This species will 
germinate to high percentages using a shorter duration (60 
day) artificial cold, moist stratification. (Luna) 
 
 

Growing Area Preparation / Annual 
Practices for Perennial Crops  

Outdoor nursery growing facility. 
Sowing Method: Direct seeding. Manual hand sowing: seed 
is covered with medium. 
Growing medium used is 70% milled sphagnum peat, 
perlite, and vermiculite and 30% sand with Osmocote 
controlled release fertilizer (13N:13P2O5:13K2O; 8-to-9-
month release rate at 21C) and Micromax fertilizer (12%S, 
0.1%B, 0.5%Cu, 12%Fe, 2.5%Mn, 0.05%Mo, 1%Zn) at the 
rate of 1 gram of Osmocote and 0.20 gram of Micromax per 
172 ml conetainer. Conetainers are filled and sown in late 
fall and irrigated thoroughly prior to winter stratification. 
(Luna) 
 

Establishment Phase Details  Medium is kept slightly moist during germination. Initial 
germination appeared uniform and occurred following 
several days of temperatures at 22C or above during the day. 
Seedlings are thinned at the true leaf stage. After seedlings 
are well established, they must dry down between irrigations 
(Luna). 
 

Length of Establishment Phase  4 weeks 
Active Growth Phase  Root and shoot development occur rapidly following 

germination. 4 to 6 true leaves were evident 3 weeks after 
germination. Plants were fertilized with 20-20-20 NPK 
liquid fertilizer at 100 ppm during the growing season. 
 

Length of Active Growth Phase  8 weeks 
Hardening Phase  Irrigation is gradually reduced in September and October. 

Plants are leached with clear water and fertilized with 10-
20-20 liquid NPK fertilizer at 200 ppm once before 
winterization (Luna). 
 

Length of Hardening Phase  4 weeks 
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping  Total Time to Harvest: 9 months 

Harvest Date: August (Luna) 
Storage Conditions: Overwinter in outdoor nursery under 
insulating foam cover and snow. 
 



Length of Storage  5 months 
Guidelines for Out planting / 

Performance on Typical Sites  
N/A 

Other Comments  N/A 
INFORMATION SOURCES 
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