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TAXONOMY

Plant Family

Scientific Name

Limanthaceae

Common Name

Meadow-foam family

Species Scientific Name

Scientific Name

Floerkea proserpinacoides Willd.®

Varieties None
Sub-species None
Cultivar None

Common Synonym(s)

Floerkea occidentalis Rydb.®

Common Name(s)

False mermaid, false mermaidweed,

Species Code (as per USDA Plants
database)

FLPRS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range

It has a disjunct presence in North America, where it
occurs from British Columbia south to California and
east to Utah and Colorado. It occurs from Nova Scotia
south to Louisiana and east to Missouri and Minnesota.
F. proserpinacoides is native to the Pacific Northwest.
It does not appear in the Great Plains.

Ecological distribution

Open or forested floodplains, limestone cliffs, riverside
seeps, springy woods, and streamside meadows.

Climate and elevation range

Elevation range unknown.

Requires winter temperatures as low as 5 C in order to
germinate, so temperate deciduous forests which begin
to warm from sunlight in April are preferred by F.
proserpinacoides. Moist environments are preferred by
this species and it will not survive in dry plains or
desert.

Local habitat and abundance

Grows in wet places, especially under shrubs. Moist
alluvial soils and mesic forests where the soil is moist
but not wet. Deciduous forest.

Associated species:

sugar maple (Acer saccharum Marsh.) and white ash
(Fraxinus americana L.), white birch (Betula papyrifera
Marsh.), yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis Britton),
red maple (Acer rubrum L.) and red oak (Quercus rubra
L.)

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Emerges in late winter.’

Plant characteristics

Herbaceous forb with annual perennation. 1-6 inches in
height, this plant produces a tiny white or pink flower.
It has alternate buds, weak stems, and is
dicotyledonous.’ The plant has early phrenology,

appearing in late March through late April and persists




for 60-70 days before disappearing in June. Leaflets are
entire, longer than they are wide, flat or slightly
convex, and have an obscure midrib. The leaves are
alternate and pinnately compound with no more than 5
leaflets. The color of the plant is bright spring green.
Fruit is an egg shape nutlet 2-3.5 mm.’

PROPAGATION DETAILS
Ecotype N/A
Propagation Goal Plants
Propagation Method Seed
Product Type Container (plug)
Stock Type Not given
Time to Grow 8 months

Target Specifications

Propagule Collection Instructions

Collect seeds when they are still green, in late May to
early June.!

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Seeds do not persist in soil for longer than one year.
Each plant only produces 3 +- 0.5 seeds.’

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments

Requires warm-moist stratification for 12 weeks, then
cold-moist stratification at 5 C for 10 weeks to
germinate. Seeds are dormant during summer and fall.!

Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Not given

Establishment Phase Details

Allow for sunlight to warm the soil during the day, and
keep leaf litter clear from the soil.*

Length of Establishment Phase 6 months.!
Active Growth Phase Not given
Length of Active Growth Phase Not given
Hardening Phase Not given
Length of Hardening Phase Not given
Harvesting, Storage and Shipping Not given

Length of Storage

Should not be stored due to limited longevity.!

Guidelines for Outplanting /
Performance on Typical Sites

F. proserpinacoides begins flowering 2 weeks after
emerging from the soil, and senesces at 9 weeks.’
Outplanting be urgent for this short-lived species.

Other Comments

None
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