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Photos of Allium amplectens$

TAXONOMY
Plant Family
Scientific Name Liliaceae
Common Name Lily Family
Species Scientific Name
Scientific Name Allium amplectens Hook.6
Varieties None
Sub-species None
Cultivar None
Common Synonym(s) Allium attenuifolium Kellogg6

Allium erratum S. Watson®
Allium monospermum Jeps.6
Allium occidentale A. Gray®

Common Name(s) Narrow-leaf onion, narrow leaved onion4, slim-leaf
onion®

Species Code (as per USDA Plants ALAM?26
database)




GENERAL INFORMATION

Geographical range

Geographic range of Allium amplectens®

British Columbia

zae A |

County range of Allium amplectens®

Ecological distribution

Vernally moist rocky bluffs and meadows in the
lowland zone. Also found on coastal bluffs, rocks faces
and sandy spits.!

Climate and elevation range

Found in elevations less than 1800m.2

Local habitat and abundance

They are generally abundant in rocky dry habitats.10
Commonly associated species not found.

Plant strategy type / successional
stage

Allium amplectens are classified under plants that are
known to be drought tolerant and can be recognized by
its several water-conserving adaptations.4 No additional
information on what these adaptations entail.




Plant characteristics

Hardy bulb.8 Perennial herb from an egg-shaped to
nearly globe-shaped, scaly bulb, the outer scales
brownish to grey, with a wavy, fibrous network, the
inner scales red or white; flowering stems erect, 10-40
cm tall, slender, round in cross-section, smooth. The
flowers are white to pink, saucer-shaped, of 6 distinct
tepals, the tepals 5-9 mm long. The fruit are capsules,
more or less egg-shaped, 3-lobed, with 6 low, rounded
crests; seeds 6 or fewer, black.!

PROPAGATION DETAILS (SEED)

Ecotype None

Propagation Goal Bulbs®

Propagation Method Seed?

Product Type Container (plug)®
Stock Type Potted nursery stock®

Time to Grow

Not found

Target Specifications

First year bulb, typically ranging from 2-5mm in
diameter.®

Propagule Collection Instructions

Seed may be collected from dry flower heads and
rubbed free from the bracts.?

Propagule Processing/Propagule
Characteristics

Seed may be collected from May through July. Seed
can be retained on the heads well into summer,
depending on the year. Approximately 580 seeds per
gram.®

Clean seed is stored in controlled conditions at 40
degrees Fahrenheit and 40% relative humidity.”

Pre-Planting Propagule Treatments

None, though clean dry seed was placed in dry, cold
storage following collection and prior to sowing.?

Cold, moist stratified in vermiculite at approximately
44F.7




Growing Area Preparation / Annual
Practices for Perennial Crops

Directly sow seed into 1.5" deep flats containing a
potting mixture of approximately 1:1:1:2
sand:pumice:peat moss:fir bark mixture.

Place flats in an outdoor cold frame from late-fall
though spring. Seedlings can transplanted into various
sized pots ranging from D-pots to 3x4" plastic
containers using the same potting mixture. Better
growth may be obtained during the first year by
avoiding transplanting (seed directly into larger
containers rather than flats).%

Establishment Phase Details

Initial germination is observed within 2 weeks; for
seed dormancy treatment cold, moist stratified in
vermiculite at approximately 44F. For seed sown in
outdoor cold-frames germination rates of 14% (Dye
Creek) and 37% (Vina Plains) were observed. Small
bulbs (2-6mm in diameter) will be produced within 6-8
months.?

Length of Establishment Phase

Transplantable sprouts were established within
approximately 3-4 weeks.?

Active Growth Phase

Active growth was observed following the onset of
autumn rains (seed swelling) until drying down (die-
back and dormancy) occurred inlate spring/early
summer. The length of the active growth phase can be
somewhat controlled with irrigation, but this species
requires summer dormancy. The active growth phase
can be somewhat extended by misting plants after the
last rain in spring, additional monitoring is necessary to
prevent rot.%

Length of Active Growth Phase

6-8 months (late fall - early summer).?

Hardening Phase

Dormancy can be induced by letting pots dry-down
and then placing in dry storage until the following fall
rains. Plants should be allowed to go dormant by early
summer.?

Length of Hardening Phase

None

Harvesting, Storage and Shipping

Individuals go dormant following spring-summer dry
down and die back. Dormant individuals were placed
in dry storage at 60-70 degrees Farenheit.®

Length of Storage

3-5 months.?




Guidelines for Outplanting /

Performance on Typical Sites

None

Other Comments

Transplanted seedlings can show some sign of stress,
when seedlings are transplanted earlier, they show
more vigorous growth. Seed sown directly in the field
showed above and below ground growth rates equal to,
or better than seed grown under controlled conditions
in well-drained potting soils. Heavier native soils may
provide better growing conditions when kept moist
compared to well-drained potting soils whose moisture
and temperature may fluctuate more readily.’
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