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Tour Report Tanzania Highlights

Tour Leaders: Rob Mileto Naturetrek Leader
Hassan Morando Local Guide/Driver

Participants: Elizabeth Hill
Graham Hill
Eileen Leong
Katherine Philipson
Matthew Philipson
Margaret Weir

Day 1 Thursday 8th November

London. Grey & cold

Elieen and Margaret had left on an eatlier flight, but the rest of us met up and boarded the uneventful 1900
Kenya Airways flight to Nairobi.

Day 2 Friday 9th November
Near Arusha via Nairobi

Warm with sunny periods

Our 2.5 hour wait at Nairobi airport in Kenya gave us the chance to tick off our first African birds; Red-winged
Starling and Little Swift, the latter nesting under the eaves of the airport terminal. The short flight to Kilimanjaro
Airport gave us a fine view of Mount Meru and a glimpse of the top of the iconic Kilimanjaro itself. On arrival,
the walk to the arrivals lounge, and then to the transfer minibus, gave us our first Tanzanian birds; Common
Fiscal, Fork-tailed Drongo and Superb Starling. Just under an hour’s drive brought us to the Mountain Village
Lodge overlooking Lake Duluti. Here we met up with Eileen and Margaret and had a light lunch before

regrouping in the late afternoon for a stroll down to, and partly around, the lake.

Before we had even left the lodge car park we had seen African Olive Pigeon and a Lanner Falcon dashed
overhead. Around the lake there was a fair deal of birdlife including White-cared Batrbet, Grosbeak Weaver, the
very localised Taveta Golden Weaver, Great and Long-tailed Cormorant and a pair of stonking Giant
Kingfishers! After dinner, most people gathered to tick off the checklist for the day and then it was off to bed

for a much needed sleep.

Day 3 Saturday 10th November
Arusha National Park

Cloudy with light showers

A quick post-breakfast walk gave us excellent views of Brown-breasted Barbet, Silvery-checked Hornbill and a
Red-headed Weaver (sadly the less showy female).
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We met our driver/guide Hassan and, while waiting for our packed lunches, we saw Peter’s Twinspot and
Amethyst Sunbird in the car park. Soon after, we were at the entrance gate of Arusha National Park. Whilst
Hassan was sorting the permits, we were watching Tacazze Sunbirds and Baglafect Weaver nearby. Not far from
the gate we saw our first mammals; a mixed herd of Cape Buffalo and Burchell’s Zebra. We were heading for the
rim of the Ngurdoto Crater but progress was slow as there were plenty of birds to see on the way including
Auger Buzzard, Yellow-throated Longclaw, Black Saw-wing, African Stonechat and a stunning Golden-winged
Sunbird. The rim itself offered a fine view, but only a few birds; White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher and African Black-
headed Oriole.

Our next scheduled stop was lunch at Small Momella Lake but it was still rather slow going with stops to see
Martial Eagle, Hottentot Teal, Red-knobbed Coot, Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, a band of Banded Mongoose
and a troop of smart Eastern Black & White Colobus crossing (aerially) the track in front of us. At Small
Momella Lake we had our picnic lunches in the company of White-browed Scrub Robin, Tropical Boubou and,

more distantly, Southern Pochard, Ruff, Marsh Sandpiper and Masai Giraffe.

At the nearby Big Momella Lake, there were large numbers of Flamingos (mostly Lesser but with a few Greater)
and a scattering of Cape Teal., We then headed for the Momella gate and picked up a ranger who took some of
us on a short hike that gave us excellent views of Pangani Longclaw, Banded Martin and a striking Black
Cuckoo-shrike. Then it was back to Mountain Village Lodge (with Red Duiker and Kirk’s Dik-Dik on the way)

for washing, dinner and species listing.

We left Mountain Village Lodge early for the relatively short drive to Tarangire NP. En route we saw a handful
of new birds of which the Eastern Chanting Goshawk was probably the most notable, especially for Margaret
being one of a fair few ‘lifers’ se was hoping to see. At the park gate there was a whole host of birds just waiting
to be seen including Slaty-coloured Boubou, Yellow-collared Lovebird, Lesser-striped Swallow, Red-cheeked

Cordonbleu and a very tame Spotted Morning-thrush.

Once in the park proper, progress was yet again slow as there was so much to see, particularly the elephants all
around and lots of lovely birds including a pair of perched Gabar Goshawk, one in its usual grey and white
regalia and one a jet black melanistic variant. Wahlerberg’s Eagle, Lappet-faced and White-backed Vultures were
also seen before our arrival at the smart Tarangire Sopa Lodge complete with Rock Hyrax and Rock Agamas on

the roof. A late lunch was taken while watching swooping Little Swifts.

Not long after lunch we set off on the afternoon’s game drive (after watching a Bare-faced Go-away-bird run
around a tree in the car park). This was studded with a host of bird sightings which included Red-and-yellow
Barbet, Speckle-fronted Weaver, Silverbird, White-bellied Bustard, a sleepy looking Verreaux’s Eagle-owl and an
Ostrich with little chicks. The Impala and Vervet Monkeys that we saw also had cute youngsters.




An early start and off towards Larmakau swamp. We soon came across a family of Bat-eared Foxes at their den
entrance. They use their huge ears to listen for their prey - mainly insects. As we slowly made our way towards
the swamp there was plenty to see — Black Stork, Pallid Hatrier, D'arnaud's Batbet, Secretary Birds, Pygmy
Falcon, White-bellied Go-away-bird and Black-faced Sandgrouse, to name but a few. The swamp itself was

relatively quiet, but we did manage to see Isabelline Wheatear, Eastern Dwarf and Banded Mongoose.

After lunch and a siesta we tootled off again. Not long after we started (and having seen a lovely Brown Snake-
eagle) there was a report of Leopard at the swamp we had been to in the morning. We decided to make a bee-
line for it. On arrival, all we could really see was something like a spotty logl However, with patience (45
minutes) the ‘log’ finally got up, stretched, climbed an adjacent tree and lay down on a big branch to continue its

sleep...with all four legs dangling — well worth the wait.

As dusk fell we quickly made our way back, spotting Red-bellied Parrot, Black-bellied Bustard and finally,

Elephants in the sunset.

We left the Tarangire Sopa Lodge after a hearty breakfast. On our way to the gate it was good to see our first
Black-backed Jackal and Steinbok, with its ‘bambi’ eyes and unfeasibly large and beautifully patterned ears. An
African Cuckoo also very obliging perched in a nearby shrub, allowing confident identification. Nearing the gate,
we spotted a pride of Lions on a nearby hillside. Much as they wanted to lie around and sleep, they were not
being allowed to by a herd of Elephant that kept moving them on — it did mean we got decent views and we
counted a maximum of nine. At the park gate, a little wander gave us excellent views of a Red-chested Cuckoo,

which we had heard but which can be very hard to see, so we did well.

The drive to Lake Manyara Hotel was punctuated by Masai Giraffe and a lovely Black-shouldered Kite. We
arrived in good time for lunch and a short relax. The hotel is perched at the top of the Rift Valley escarpment,
high above Lake Manyara National Park and the views are spectacular. Hatly in the afternoon we prepatred for
departure, ticking off Collared and Amethyst Sunbird in a flowering Jacaranda and nearly losing a bag out of the

open-doored van to a large marauding baboon!

We descended the escarpment to visit the park below us. At the gate there was a very obliging Blue Monkey in a
small tree above the office. Driving through the rather dense and dark forest (growing here because of

groundwater close to the surface) it was hard to spot anything small, so we ‘made do’ with Elephant.




Around the hippo pools the vegetation opened out and, as well as Hippopotamus, we saw a whole host of birds
including Spur-winged Lapwing, Kittlitz’s Plover, Water Thick-knee, Double-banded Courser, Ruff, loads of
Collared Pratincoles and two gorgeous Grey-crowned Cranes. There was also our first of what was to be very
many Thomson’s Gazelle. After watching a juvenile Marshal Eagle bathe in a river pool, we left the park at

around 1830 and climbed the spectacular escarpment again, back to our hotel.

After breakfast we had a quick bird walk around the hotel, taking in White-headed Barbet and Black-backed
Puffback, before our departure for the Serengeti... we got as far a just beyond the hotel gate before we stopped
to see a host of small birds that included Blue-capped Cordonbleu, White-bellied Canary, Streaky Seedeater and a
glimpse of a lovely Chestnut Sparrow. Moving on a short way, we stopped briefly at a roadside curio shop to
allow some of the group to buy a few gifts and then it was off again. The route to the Serengeti National Park is
via the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. The tarmac ended at the Lodware entrance gate to the Conservation
Area. Not long after, on the dirt road, we had a puncture which was quickly fixed. Soon after entering the
Serengeti National Park we saw our first Grant’s Gazelle, as well as ever increasing numbers of Zebra, Blue
Wildebeest, Thomson’s Gazelle, a few Coke’s Hartebeest and, oddly for this part of the park, a lone Black Rhino,
standing, seemingly lost, in the middle of the endless plain. At a waterhole, there was a pride of Lions, including
a stately male. All this and we had yet to pass the Naabi Hill entrance gate which is a fair few kilometres beyond
the actual park boundary. When we did get there, the relative abundance of water and food (it includes a picnic
area) attracted a variety of birds (African Morning Dove, Hildebrandt's Starling, Silverbird and African Citril) and

a fair number of rather cute African Grass Rats.

We arrived at Seronera Lodge (built around one of the granite outcrops, commonly referred to as kopjes) for a
late lunch. After a short rest, we were out again and seeing Woodland Kingfisher, Fischer’s Lovebird and Topi
before a call over the radio of Cheetah, so, just as for Leopard a few days back, off we went. Shortly after, we
were looking at a very flat looking Cheetah lying sleeping and only occasionally raising its head. Doubling back
on ourselves we found a further two nearby who did a bit more by way of sitting up or having a little wander
about, so we got decent views. As the afternoon drew on we reluctantly started to head back, only to find three
more Cheetahs, a mother and two well grown cubs, near the trackside — an excellent view. We didn’t miss out on
birds, adding Lesser Kestrel and Montagu’s Harrier to our burgeoning list. Marabou Storks in an acacia backed

by a pink African sunset was the perfect ending to a great afternoon.

Readying ourselves for the off, we saw Grey-headed Social-weaver and Speckle-fronted Weaver in the car park.
After departure, it was not long before we came across a male and female Lion who promptly decided to mate —

given they mate every 20 minutes or so, when the female is receptive, this should not have been a big surprise.




We stopped for a while to look at birds on one of the river dams. There were many Black-headed Herons
present and, in a nearby by pool, a Yellow-billed Stork was having great fun and games trying to swallow a large
catfish it had caught. We waited for a while as it continually repositioned the huge fish but after 10 minutes we
decided it was not worth the wait to see if it ever managed to get it down... there was a Leopard to see! This one

was in a tree and not doing much, but it was good to see none the less.

Idling along a track we chanced upon a Serval that crossed just in front of us and started hunting in the long
grass. We watched while it stalked around and then did its characteristic leaping pounce... but failed to catch the
prey. It was a real stroke of luck to see this smart cat. Not much further on we came across three very muddy
Spotted Hyenas right next to the track, shortly followed by at least eight others lined up and wallowing in mud in
a trackside ditch. What a sight as they jostled for the best muddy spot!

Making our way slowly back for lunch, we came across some Lions on a kill but they were quite well hidden in
long grass so we concentrated on the birds and added Hooded Vulture, Red-billed Duck, Grey Kestrel and
Beautiful Sunbird to our list.

Post lunch, we made our way to the nearby Serengeti Visitor Centre also based around a kopje and with a self-
guided walk up and around it. Here there were Vitelline Masked-weaver, Red-fronted Barbet, White-browed
Robin-chat and some very entertaining and tame Eastern Dwarf Mongoose. As we prepared to leave, an
Ovambo Sparrowhawk was spotted trying to rip into a weaver nest, but it was disturbed by a staff member

before it managed to get inside.

On the leisurely drive back there were some lovely Wire-tailed Swallows, a Striated Heron, a Dark Chanting

Goshawk, Bat-eared Foxes and all topped off by Topi silhouetted in another glorious pink African sunset.

A quick pre-breakfast walk gave us views of Red-fronted Barbet, Red-rumped Swallow and distant Masai
Giraffe. After breakfast we set off on our transfer to Lobo Lodge in Northern Serengeti, but we were going to
take our time getting there for lunch, so there was plenty of wildlife viewing. We soon came across a large herd
of wildebeest, perhaps a few thousand strong. It was hard to tell in the undulating scrubland, but gave us a

flavour of the vast herds soon to gather on the plains to the south.

Our next stop was the Retima Hippo Pool. Although it was pungent with the smell of nearly 200 hippo crowded
into a rather small pool, we stayed for about half an hour watching them interacting and spotting the lone Nile
Crocodile. There were then several short stops to add more birds to our list including the endemic Grey-breasted
Francolin, an unfeasibly coloured Purple Grenadier (another ‘lifer’ for Margaret), Green Woodhoopoe, White
Stork, dinky Red-throated Tit and the often heard but seldom seen, Dideric Cuckoo. We also came across a
chameleon crossing the track (Flap-necked?) and an Elephant herd that included a tiny calf never straying far

from the safety of its mothers legs — it’s amazing she did not trip over it!




Lobo Lodge is also wrapped around a kopje and we were ‘welcomed’ by Rock and Tree Hyrax. After lunch we
had a bit of a siesta and then around 1600 we were off out again. On nearby rocks there were small but stout
Klipspringers and several new birds for the trip including Cinnamon-breasted Bunting, Marico Sunbird and
Greater Blue-eared Glossy-starling. We then came across around six Lions, but they were doing what Lions seem
to do best; lying around doing very little. Winding our way back we saw Sooty Chat, Yellow-fronted Canary and
Striped Kingfisher, all new for the trip. A Black-bellied Bustard gave us a rendition of its amazing cork
popping/water drop call.

Very ecarly start today, leaving the lodge at 0600 to make the most of the dawn light. Some dour looking Buffalo
were the first mammals we saw catching the first of the days sunlight. Shortly after, a pair of White-headed
Vultures soared into the sky and a Grey Kestrel perched obligingly nearby. As the sun rose higher we came
across a Wattled Lapwing on the track; Pied Wheatears most of which were in breeding plumage; and a pair of
Ruppell's Glossy-statling. On our return, we came across a hyena den complete with a couple of pups that were

almost cute.

After a late breakfast (including Mocking Cliff-chat with our coffee and a Vervet Monkey sneaking in and
stealing a bun!), a little walk around the grounds proved profitable with a short, but good view of African
Paradise-flycatcher and a pair of soaring Verreaux’s Eagles. Not everyone had gone on the walk and seen the
Eagles, so it was good that soon after the start of the afternoon game drive, we spotted a further two (another
‘lifer’ ticked off for Margaret). A very smart Temminck’s Courser was seen, but it seemed fairly quiet birdwise.
We therefore opted to return to the hyena den where we saw three cubs in the sunset along with baboons
leaping up and across the near vertical rock faces to find safe places to sleep. There was also a fly-over by a pair

of African Green Pigeons, the only ones for the trip.

We said our goodbyes to Lobo Lodge after breakfast. Heading back towards Seronera, it was relatively quiet but
we had good views of hyena and some close up giraffe. We stopped at the Seronera Visitor Centre where we
enjoyed the tame birds especially the very close up Black-faced Waxbill, Green-winged Pytilia and the Vitelline
Masked Weaver building an immaculately woven nest. The wildebeest and zebra on the southern plains appeared
to have noticeably increased in number since we passed through a few days ago and there were attendant Lions

(including one in the road).

Back at the Naabi Hill gate a Bush Pipit was new for the list. Our picnic lunch stop was the Oldupai Gorge, the
‘Cradle of Mankind’, where a local guide told us about the history of hominids the area and also told us about the

various archaeologists/anthropologists who had worked thete and made the place famous.




It is named after the Maasai name for a plant that grows commonly there (a relative of Mother-in-laws tongue),
but is often misnamed Olduvai (something our guide was at pains to point out). We also looked around the
museum with replicas of many of the fossils found and information about how they helped forge a picture of our
early ancestors. There were also a good few birds that joined us for our picnic lunch including Red-and-yellow

Barbet and many a Lesser Masked Weaver.

We arrived at the Ngorongoro Wildlife Lodge in time for afternoon tea. The lodge is set in a spectacular location
right on the rim of the Ngorongoro Crater with fabulous views into and over it, including from every bedroom.
After settling in, a short walk around the lodge grounds proved very productive with Eastern Double-collared
Sunbird, Yellow-bellied Waxbill, and Ashy Flycatcher all new for the trip. A splendid Tacazze Sunbird was not
new, but still a great spot.

Some were up eatly to catch sunrise over the crater. A buffet breakfast was followed by a half hour or so drive
(with glimpsed Side-striped Jackal en route) to the descending road and the 600m descent from the rim to the
crater floor. We had great views of Schalow’s Wheatear and Lanner Falcon towards the bottom of the road and
it was wonderful to finally be inside this very beautiful and special place. The morning drive was punctuated with
a series of excellent sightings that included both Lions and Spotted Hyenas in mud, probably trying to cool off
since, apart from an area of woodland, there are few trees in the crater base. We also spotted a couple of large
‘rocks’ that eventually got up, sported their characteristic Black Rhino horns, and walked slowly off. Near a small
pool there was a single Black-crowned Night Heron and a whole host of Sacred Ibis and Blacksmith Lapwing
along with a scattering of Long-toed Lapwing and Anteater Chats.

Lunch was a picnic at Ngoitokitok Springs and lake, a very popular picnic spot with attendant Black and Yellow-
billed Kites ready to snatch a piece of sandwich or chicken from the hands of any unsuspecting tourist. Picking
up the crumbs dropped were the rather less daunting Rufous-tailed Weavers, Speke’s Weaver and a lone
Helmeted Guineafowl. A short post lunch walk to the water’s edge gave us good views of Fan-tailed Widowbird

(some almost in breeding plumage) and a Plain-backed Pipit.

It was then time to slowly make our way back to the rim and lodge via the ascending road. Nearing the base we
noticed several Lions under a tree but two had walked away up a shallow valley parallel to the track and in the
direction of some Buffalo, it appeared they could be hunting. We drove up the track a short way, so that the
valley and the Buffalo were to our right. The next we knew was that the Buffalo were stampeding towards us and
up and over the rise came the two hunting Lionesses. Right behind our van, one managed to get its claws into
the rump of a young Buffalo and it looked like curtains. Yet, amidst a flurry of hooves and dust, it managed to
escape and the herd formed a protective circle around it, and the other youngsters. There then followed a tense
‘toing” and ‘froing’ as the Lions (now bolstered in numbers from the pride under the tree) charged and the
Buffaloes retreated and then the Buffaloes charged and the Lions retreated. After some 20 minutes of this, the
Lions appeared to call it a day and the Buffalo herd moved cautiously off. A classic end to our first day in the

cratet!




Hassan had kindly agreed to drive and guide us on another full day in the crater, so after breakfast off we went
again and saw perhaps the same Side-striped Jackal on the way (a better and longer view this time!). As we neared
the bottom of the crater we spotted a Cheetah lolling about in the long grass. We watched for a while but it did
not seem that it was going to do much, so we moved on. Driving through another area of long grass Graham
spotted a movement and an odd shape. We stared at it for a while, trying to decide if it was a log or a creature. ..
and then it moved, not something logs do very often. It was a Serval! The second of the trip and this is usually a

tricky cat to spot.

Moving on, we drove through herds of many Wildebeest and Zebra and at one point there was much
consternation amongst a group of them. Then we spotted the Hyenas that were chasing them around, trying to
tind any that seemed slow or weak, but they failed to do so. A short while later, a lone Hyena, possibly from the
group we were watching, passed right behind our van. Moving through another herd of Wildebeest and Zebra,
we spotted a couple of Black Rhino lying amongst them. Soon after, they got up and walked slowly in vaguely

our direction, eventually giving fairly close views.

Lunch was again a picnic at Ngoitokitok Springs with attendant weavers and kites. We then slowly drove back
and, in roughly the same area, were probably the same Lions, but today no Buffalo or hunting action. Near the
Lodge we had a fleeting glimpse of a Schalow’s Turaco. Later, we had a walk around the grounds to see if we
could spot it again, but it was not to be. However, we did see some lovely birds including Bar-throated Apalis,

Brown-backed Woodpecker and Montane White-eye.

Our time in the Ngorongoro area had sadly come to an end. We made our way via the town of Karatu to the
wonderful Gibb’s Farm. Established as a coffee farm in the late 1920s it has now been refurbished as a warm,
rustic luxury inn. However, it still produces coffee and has an extensive organic vegetable garden that produces
much of the fresh produce for the inn. We took some freshly brewed coffee on the lawn overlooking the flowery
gardens and birdwatched from our comfy seats! We saw Black Sawwing, White-browed Robin-chat, and lovely

Collared and Bronze Sunbitds.

An employee (Honest) then took us on a tour of the organic vegetable garden. Here the familiar, such as carrots,
grew side by side with the unfamiliar, such as tamarillo (tree tomato). We also saw how coffee was processed
from a red berry on a bush to the dark brown coarse powder we spoon into our cafetieres. We also learned how
they try to deal with there pest problem. Where we have slugs... they have Elephants! Birds were not ignored;
we added Arrow-marked Babbler and Common Waxbill to our list.
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A sumptuous buffet lunch was taken on the lawn in the company of White-tailed Blue-flycatcher and African
Paradise-flycatcher and all too soon it was time to depart this lovely place and continue our journey to the
airport. Hassan took it slow and steady and we got to Arusha town at a very busy rush hour. We had just enough
time to stop at a compound where we freshened up, got changed and said our goodbyes and our many thanks to
Hassan. Then we were off to the airport with driver Willy in a transfer minibus. We dropped off Margaret and
Eileen (who were on a later flight) at a very posh looking hotel and wished them well. Shortly after sunset were
boarding for the flight to Nairobi and having coffee in the Nairobi airport terminal. Later that evening it was

boarding time again for the overnight flight to London.
Day 15 Thursday 22nd November
London. Grey and cold

Our plane arrived on schedule at London Heathrow at around 0545 after a fairly full, but comfortable flight. We
said our goodbyes to each other at the baggage reclaim and went our separate ways with fond memories of what

had been a great trip.

Receive our e-newsletter

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates,

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up.

Naturetrek Facebook

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile

at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a

visit!
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Common name
Ostrich

Little Grebe

Great White Pelican
Great Cormorant
Long-tailed Cormorant
Grey Heron
Black-headed Heron
Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret

Squacco Heron
Cattle Egret

Striated Heron
Black-crowned Night Heron
Hamerkop
Yellow-billed Stork
Black Stork

Eurasian White Stork
Saddle-billed Stork
Marabou Stork
Sacred Ibis

Hadada lbis

Glossy lbis

African Spoonbill
Greater Flamingo
Lesser Flamingo
Egyptian Goose

Scientific name 9
Struthio camelus

Tachybaptus ruficollis 3
Pelecanus onocrotalus

Phalacrocorax carbo 14
Phalacrocorax africanus 12
Ardea cinerea 4
Ardea melanocephala

Ardea alba 1
Egretta intermedia

Egretta garzetta 4
Ardeola ralloides 3

Bubulcus ibis

Butorides striata

Nycticorax nycticorax

Scopus umbretta

Mycteria ibis

Ciconia nigra

Ciconia ciconia
Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis

Leptoptilos crumeniferus 2
Threskiornis aethiopicus 1
Bostrychia hagedash 6
Plegadis falcinellus

Platalea alba

Phoenicopterus roseus
Phoenicopterus minor
Alopochen aegyptiacus

10

70

N PP e

15
VvC

November
13 14 15 16 17
12 12 6 6 3

1 1
6

1

45 33
1 1
1 1 1
1
1

1

18

VC

19
14

VvC

20
21

15

VvC




28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

Common name
Spur-winged Goose
Comb Duck

African Black Duck
Cape Teal

Red-billed Duck
Hottentot Teal

Northern Shoveler
Southern Pochard
Black-shouldered Kite
Black Kite

Yellow-billed Kite
African Fish-eagle
Hooded Vulture
White-backed Vulture
Rueppell's Griffon
Lappet-faced Vulture
White-headed Vulture
Black-breasted Snake-eagle
Brown Snake-eagle
Bateleur

Eurasian Marsh Harrier
African Marsh-harrier
Pallid Harrier
Montagu's Harrier

Dark Chanting-goshawk
Eastern Chanting-goshawk
Gabar Goshawk
Ovambo Sparrowhawk
Augur Buzzard

Tawny Eagle

Steppe Eagle
Wabhlberg's Eagle
Verreaux's Eagle
Martial Eagle

Scientific name
Plectropterus gambensis
Sarkidiornis melanotos
Anas sparsa

Anas capensis

Anas erythrorhyncha
Anas hottentota

Anas clypeata

Netta erythrophthalma
Elanus caeruleus
Milvus migrans

Milvus migrans aegyptius
Haliaeetus vocifer
Necrosyrtes monachus
Gyps africanus

Gyps rueppellii

Torgos tracheliotus
Trigonoceps occipitalis
Circaetus pectoralis
Circaetus cinereus
Terathopius ecaudatus
Circus aeruginosus
Circus ranivorus
Circus macrourus
Circus pygargus
Melierax metabates
Melierax poliopterus
Micronisus gabar
Accipiter ovampensis
Buteo augur

Aquila rapax

Aquila nipalensis
Aquila wahlbergi
Aquila verreauxii
Polemaetus bellicosus
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92

Common name
Secretary-bird

Pygmy Falcon

Lesser Kestrel
Common Kestrel
Grey Kestrel

Lanner Falcon

Coqui Francolin
Crested Francolin
Scaly Francolin
Yellow-necked Francolin
Grey-breasted Francolin
Red-necked Francolin
Helmeted Guineafowl
Grey Crowned-crane
Black Crake

Common Moorhen
Red-knobbed Coot
Kori Bustard
White-bellied Bustard
Black-bellied Bustard
African Jacana
Black-winged Stilt
Pied Avocet

Water Thick-knee
Spotted Thick-knee
Temminck's Courser
Double-banded Courser
Collared Pratincole
Long-toed Lapwing
Blacksmith Lapwing
Spur-winged Lapwing

Scientific name
Sagittarius serpentarius
Polihierax semitorquatus
Falco naumanni

Falco tinnunculus

Falco ardosiaceus
Falco biarmicus
Francolinus coqui
Francolinus sephaena
Francolinus squamatus
Francolinus leucoscepus
Francolinus rufopictus
Francolinus afer
Numida meleagris
Balearica regulorum
Amaurornis flavirostris
Gallinula chloropus
Fulica cristata

Ardeotis kori

Eupodotis senegalensis
Lissotis melanogaster
Actophilornis africanus
Himantopus himantopus
Recurvirostra avosetta
Burhinus vermiculatus
Burhinus capensis
Cursorius temminckii
Smutsornis africanus
Glareola pratincola
Vanellus crassirostris
Vanellus armatus
Vanellus spinosus
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100
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105
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117
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120
121
122
123
124
125
126

Common name
Black-winged Lapwing
Senegal Lapwing
Crowned Lapwing
Wattled Lapwing
Ringed Plover
Kittlitz's Plover
Three-banded Plover
Common Snipe

Marsh Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Common Sandpiper
Little Stint

Curlew Sandpiper
Ruff

White-winged Tern
Black-faced Sandgrouse
Speckled Pigeon
African Olive Pigeon
African Mourning Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Ring-necked Dove
Laughing Dove

Emerald-spotted Wood-dove

Namaqua Dove

African Green-pigeon
Fischer's Lovebird
Yellow-collared Lovebird
Meyer's Parrot
Red-bellied Parrot
Schalow's Turaco
Bare-faced Go-away-bird

White-bellied Go-away-bird

Black-and-white Cuckoo

Scientific name
Vanellus melanopterus
Vanellus lugubris
Vanellus coronatus
Vanellus senegallus
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius pecuarius
Charadrius tricollaris
Gallinago gallinago
Tringa stagnatilis
Tringa ochropus
Tringa glareola

Actitis hypoleucos
Calidris minuta
Calidris ferruginea
Philomachus pugnax
Chlidonias leucopterus
Pterocles decoratus
Columba guinea
Columba arquatrix
Streptopelia decipiens

Streptopelia semitorquata

Streptopelia capicola

Streptopelia senegalensis

Turtur chalcospilos
Oena capensis

Treron calva
Agapornis fischeri
Agapornis personatus
Poicephalus meyeri
Poicephalus rufiventris
Tauraco schalowi

Corythaixoides personatus
Corythaixoides leucogaster

Clamator jacobinus
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127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157

Common name
Red-chested Cuckoo
African Cuckoo

Dideric Cuckoo
White-browed Coucal
Verreaux's Eagle-owl
African Palm-swift
Common Swift

Little Swift
White-rumped Swift
Speckled Mousebird
Malachite Kingfisher
Grey-headed Kingfisher
Woodland Kingfisher
Striped Kingfisher

Giant Kingfisher

Pied Kingfisher
White-fronted Bee-eater
Little Bee-eater
Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater
Blue-breasted Bee-eater
European Roller
Lilac-breasted Roller
African Hoopoe

Green Woodhoopoe
Red-billed Hornbill

Von Der Decken's Hornbill
African Grey Hornbill
Silvery-cheeked Hornbill
Southern Ground-hornbill
White-eared Barbet
Red-fronted Barbet

Scientific name
Cuculus solitarius
Cuculus gularis
Chrysococcyx caprius
Centropus superciliosus
Bubo lacteus
Cypsiurus parvus
Apus apus

Apus affinis

Apus caffer

Colius striatus

Alcedo cristata
Halcyon leucocephala
Halcyon senegalensis
Halcyon chelicuti
Megaceryle maximus
Ceryle rudis

Merops bullockoides
Merops pusillus
Merops oreobates
Merops variegatus
Coracias garrulus
Coracias caudata
Upupa africana
Phoeniculus purpureus
Tockus erythrorhynchus
Tockus deckeni
Tockus nasutus
Ceratogymna brevis
Bucorvus leadbeateri
Stactolaema leucotis
Tricholaema diademata
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158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191

Common name
Spot-flanked Barbet
White-headed Barbet
Brown-breasted Barbet
Black-throated Barbet
Red-and-yellow Barbet
D'arnaud's Barbet
Usambiro Barbet
Nubian Woodpecker
Cardinal Woodpecker
Grey Woodpecker

Brown-backed Woodpecker

Rufous-naped Lark
Flappet Lark

Fischer's Sparrow-lark
Red-capped Lark
Banded Martin

Rock Martin

Barn Swallow
Wire-tailed Swallow
Lesser Striped-swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
Black Saw-wing
African Pied Wagtalil
Yellow Wagtalil

Grey Wagtail
Yellow-throated Longclaw
Pangani Longclaw
Plain-backed Pipit
African Pipit

Bush Pipit

Black Cuckoo-shrike
Common Bulbul
Rattling Cisticola
Zitting Cisticola

Scientific name
Tricholaema lacrymosa
Lybius leucocephalus
Lybius melanopterus

Tricholaema melanocephala
Trachyphonus erythrocephalus

Trachyphonus darnaudii
Trachyphonus usambiro
Campethera nubica
Dendropicos fuscescens
Dendropicos goertae
Dendrocopos obsoletus
Mirafra africana

Mirafra rufocinnamomea
Eremopterix leucopareia
Calandrella cinerea
Riparia cincta
Ptyonoprogne fuligula
Hirundo rustica

Hirundo smithii

Cecropis abyssinica
Cecropis daurica
Psalidoprocne pristoptera
Motacilla aguimp
Motacilla flava

Motacilla cinerea
Macronyx croceus
Macronyx aurantiigula
Anthus leucophrys
Anthus cinnamomeus
Anthus caffer
Campephaga flava
Pycnonotus barbatus
Cisticola chiniana
Cisticola juncidis
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192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
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203
204
205
206
207
208
209
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211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222

Common name
Tawny-flanked Prinia
Bar-throated Apalis
Yellow-breasted Apalis
Black-headed Apalis
Brown-headed Apalis
Green-backed Camaroptera
Red-faced Crombec
Willow Warbler

Banded Warbler

Silverbird

Pale Flycatcher

African Grey Flycatcher
White-eyed Slaty-flycatcher
Spotted Flycatcher

Ashy Flycatcher

Chinspot Batis
White-browed Robin-chat
Spotted Morning-thrush
White-browed Scrub-robin
Whinchat

African Stonechat
Northern Wheatear

Pied Wheatear

Capped Wheatear
Isabelline Wheatear
Schalow's Wheatear
Northern Anteater-chat
Sooty Chat

Mocking Cliff-chat
White-tailed Blue-flycatcher
African Paradise-flycatcher

Scientific name

Prinia subflava

Apalis thoracica

Apalis flavida

Apalis melanocephala
Apalis alticola
Camaroptera brachyura
Sylvietta whytii
Phylloscopus trochilus
Sylvia boehmi
Empidornis semipartitus
Bradornis pallidus
Bradornis microrhynchus
Melaenornis fischeri
Muscicapa striata
Muscicapa caerulescens
Batis molitor

Cossypha heuglini
Cichladusa guttata
Cercotrichas leucophrys
Saxicola rubetra
Saxicola torquata
Oenanthe oenanthe
Oenanthe pleschanka
Oenanthe pileata
Oenanthe isabellina
Oenanthe lugens schalowi
Myrmecocichla aethiops
Myrmecocichla nigra

Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris

Elminia albicauda
Terpsiphone viridis
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233
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235
236
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244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
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256

Common name

Black-lored Babbler
Arrow-marked Babbler
Red-throated Tit

Kenya Violet-backed Sunbird
Collared Sunbird

Amethyst Sunbird
Scarlet-chested Sunbird
Tacazze Sunbird

Bronze Sunbird
Golden-winged Sunbird
Eastern Double-collared Sunbird
Beautiful Sunbird

Variable Sunbird

Marico Sunbird

African Yellow White-eye
Montane White-eye

African Black-headed Oriole
Red-backed Shrike
Grey-backed Fiscal
Common Fiscal

Magpie Shrike

Northern White-crowned Shrike
Brubru

Black-backed Puffback
Brown-crowned Tchagra
Tropical Boubou
Slate-coloured Boubou
Fork-tailed Drongo

Cape Crow

Pied Crow

White-necked Raven
Wattled Starling

Gtr Blue-eared Glossy-starling
Ruppell's Glossy-starling

November
Scientific name 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Turdoides sharpei 2 3 1
Turdoides jardineii
Melaniparus fringillinus 1 2
Anthreptes orientalis 1
Hedydipna collaris 2 2 1 2
Chalcomitra amethystina 1 2
Chalcomitra senegalensis 2
Nectarinia tacazze 2
Nectarinia kilimensis
Drepanorhynchus reichenowi 1
Cinnyris mediocris
Cinnyris pulchellus 1 2
Cinnyris venustus 1
Cinnyris mariquensis 2
Zosterops senegalensis 3 1
Zosterops poliogastrus
Oriolus larvatus 1 1
Lanius collurio 1 1
Lanius excubitoroides 1 3 4 2
Lanius collaris 5 v v v
Corvinella melanoleuca
Eurocephalus rueppelli 3 5 4
Nilaus afer
Dryoscopus cubla 1
Tchagra australis 2 1 1
Laniarius aethiopicus 4
Laniarius funebris 2 1
Dicrurus adsimilis 1 2 7 8 2 2
Corvus capensis 3
Corvus albus 6 2 6 5 5
Corvus albicollis 6
Creatophora cinerea 6 1
Lamprotornis chalybaeus
Lamprotornis purpuropterus 2 2
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274
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279
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285
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Common name

Superb Starling
Hildebrandt's Starling
Violet-backed Starling
Ashy Starling
Red-winged Starling
Red-billed Oxpecker
Yellow-billed Oxpecker
House Sparrow

Kenya Rufous-sparrow
Grey-headed Sparrow
Chestnut Sparrow
Red-billed Buffalo-weaver
White-headed Buffalo-weaver
Speckle-fronted Weaver
Rufous-tailed Weaver
Grey-headed Social-weaver
Baglafecht Weaver
Lesser Masked Weaver
Spectacled Weaver
Taveta Golden Weaver
Vitelline Masked-weaver
Speke's Weaver
Black-necked Weaver
Red-headed Weaver
Fan-tailed Widowbird
Grosheak Weaver
Green-winged Pytilia
Peter's Twinspot
Red-billed Firefinch
African Firefinch
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu

Scientific name
Lamprotornis superbus

Lamprotornis hildebrandti
Cinnyricinclus leucogaster

Spreo unicolor
Onychognathus morio

Buphagus erythrorhynchus

Buphagus africanus
Passer domesticus
Passer rufocinctus
Passer griseus
Passer eminibey
Bubalornis niger
Dinemellia dinemelli
Sporopipes frontalis
Histurgops ruficauda
Pseudonigrita arnaudi
Ploceus baglafecht
Ploceus intermedius
Ploceus ocularis
Ploceus castaneiceps
Ploceus vitellinus
Ploceus spekei
Ploceus nigricollis
Anaplectes rubriceps
Euplectes axillaris
Amblyospiza albifrons
Pytilia melba
Hypargos niveoguttatus
Lagonosticta senegala
Lagonosticta rubricata
Uraeginthus bengalus
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Common name
Blue-capped Cordonbleu
Purple Grenadier
Yellow-bellied Waxbill
Crimson-rumped Waxbill
Common Waxbill
Black-faced Waxbill
Bronze Mannikin
Pin-tailed Whydah
Eastern Paradise-whydah
African Citril
Yellow-fronted Canary
White-bellied Canary
Brimstone Canary
Streaky Seedeater
Cinnamon-breasted Bunting

Warthog
Hippopotamus
Masai Giraffe

Kirk's Dik-Dik
Klipspringer
Bushbuck

Eland

Common Waterbuck
Defassa Waterbuck
Bohor Reedbuck
Topi

Coke's Hartebeeste
Blue Wildebeest
Impala

Grant's Gazelle
Thomson's Gazelle

Scientific name
Uraeginthus cyanocephalus
Uraeginthus ianthinogaster
Estrilda quartinia

Estrilda rhodopyga
Estrilda astrild

Estrilda erythronotos
Lonchura cucullatus

Vidua macroura

Vidua paradisaea

Serinus citrinelloides
Serinus mozambicus
Serinus dorsostriatus
Serinus sulphuratus
Serinus striolatus
Emberiza tahapisi

Phacochoerus aethiopicus
Hippopotamus amphibius
Giraffa camelopardalis
Rhynchotragus Kirki
Oreotragus oreotragus
Tragelaphus scriptus
Taurotragus derbianus
Kobus ellipsiprymnus
Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa
Redunca redunca
Damaliscus korrigum
Alcelaphus buselaphus cokii
Connochaetes taurinus
Aepyceros melampus
Gazella granti

Gazella thomsoni
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Common name

Red Duiker

Steinbok

African Buffalo

Burchell's Zebra

Black Rhinoceros
Yellow-spotted Rock Hyrax
Southern Tree Hyrax
African Elephant
Unstriped Ground Squirrel
Ochre Bush Squirrel
African Hare

African Grass Rat
Black-backed Jackal
Side-striped Jackel
Golden (Common) Jackal
Bat-eared Fox

Slender Mongoose
Banded Mongoose
Eastern Dwarf Mongoose
Spotted Hyena

Lion

Leopard

Cheetah

Serval

Olive Baboon

Blue Monkey

Vervet Monkey

Eastern Black & White Colobus
Yellow-winged Bat

Scientific name
Cephalophus natalensis
Raphicerus campestris
Syncerus caffer

Equus burchelli
Diceros bicornis
Heterohyrax brucei
Dendrohyrax arboreus
Loxodonta africana
Xerus rutilus
Paraxerus ochraceus
Lepus habessinicus
Arvicanthis niloticus
Canis mesomelas
Canis adustus

Canis aureus

Otocyon megalotis
Herpestes sanguineus
Mungos mungo
Helogale parvula
Crocuta crocuta
Panthera leo

Panthera pardus
Acinonyx jubatus

Felis serval

Papio cynocephalus
Cercopithecus mitis
Cercopithecus aethiops
Colobus guereza
Lavia frons
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Tanzania Highlights

November

Common name Scientific name 9 \ 10 \ 11 \ 12 \ 13 \ 14 \ 15 \ 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 \ 21
Reptiles
1 Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 1
2 Flap-necked Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepis 1
3 Red-headed Rock Agama Agama agama
4 Mwanza Flat-headed Agama Agama mwanzae v v v v
5 Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus
6 Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis

Black-bellied Bustard

Lilac-breasted Roller
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