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Alums like Molly Countermine keep  
the State College scene thriving.
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THIS COULD BE YOU! 

THE PATERNO FAMILY
BEAVER STADIUM RUN

Presented By

VISIT STADIUMRUN.ORG
#FINISHATTHEFIFTY!

If you can’t make it to State College on April 22nd to participate in-person at the Annual 
Beaver Stadium Run for Special Olympics PA, but still want to get involved by fundraising 

and/or being part of a team, register today as a Virtual Runner/Walker! 

This could be you running toward the finish line.
This could be you making a difference toward 

inclusion, acceptance and tolerance.
This could be you FINISHING AT THE FIFTY!

JOIN US ON SUNDAY, APRIL 22ND, 
DURING BLUE WHITE WEEKEND...

..And be “brave in the attempt” to support 
Special Olympics Pennsylvania athletes with 

intellectual disabilities!

ON THE COVER
Molly Countermine is among 
the many State College-area 
musicians with university 
ties. See p. 40.
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WATCHFUL EYE 
Cael Sanderson is a 

(mostly) silent observer 
during Penn State  

wrestling matches.



Travel to Arts Festival Alumni Weekend and stay in climate-controlled 
North Halls—new for 2018! Enjoy exclusive perks for all Arts Festival Alumni 
Weekend registrants including an ice-cream social, complimentary swimming, 
plus free parking and a daily grab-n-go breakfast.

Experience Arts Festival with your Penn State family

Questions? Call 800-548-LION (5466), option 4, 
or email alumni-events@psu.edu

Registration opens in April 2018 at

alumni.psu.edu/events
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2300 S. Atherton St.
State College, PA 16801 
814.234.4000  
1kbb.com/beth.richards

Beth Richards 814.360.4045 
Sandy Stover 814.321.7959

Extraordinary, Private Residence 
Nestled at the Base of Tussey Mountain

Football Weekends | Campus Events | Inspirational Mountain Views

•  Luxurious Williamsburg-inspired—masterful millwork and carpentry 
•  Easy living and impeccably planned living spaces, lovely screened-in porch 
•  High-end finishes and appealing designer style 
•  Magnificent vistas, unforgettable sunsets, patio, tranquil water feature 
•  Efficient geothermal, transom windows, French doors 
•  Beautiful two-acre property with nearby ski resort, highly-rated Rothrock trails, golf 
•  Manhattan 4 hrs | Washington DC 3.5 hrs | Philadelphia & Pittsburgh 2.5 hrs

200 Somerset Rd | Boalsburg | $588,000 | 4 Bedrooms | 3.5  Baths 
Enjoy the Happy Valley Lifestyle minutes from Beaver Stadium
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Visit alumni.psu.edu/WeAreWeekend for full schedule and to register.  

• Behind-the-scene tours of campus   
 landmarks, such as Beaver Stadium,   
 University Libraries, and The Arboretum  
 at Penn State 

• College events and open houses,   
 including a hands-on tutorial at the   
 Rogers Family Trading Room within the  
 Smeal College of Business

• An ice cream social and a concert on   
 the HUB lawn 

• Commemorative photos at the    
 Nittany Lion Shrine

• Numerous events will celebrate and   
 recognize the 50th Class (1968) and   
 Penn State Pioneers 

Return to University Park for the Penn State 
Alumni Association’s premier summer event 
and create memories that you’ll remember 
for a lifetime. Stamp your paw print on the 
calendar for June 1–3, 2018.

Register now for We Are Weekend: 
alumni.psu.edu/WeAreWeekend 
 

Sponsored in part by
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Spellbound
FOR PENN STATE'S ANTARCTIC TRAVELERS, A POD OF WHALES 

PROVIDED AN EVENING TO REMEMBER.

Tina Hay ’83 Bus  |  Editor

tinahay@psu.edu  |  Twitter: @tinahay

FROM THE EDITOR

IF YOU WERE TO ask the travelers on the Alumni 
Association’s “Expedition to Antarctica” in January 
what was the most memorable part of the trip, an 

unexpected encounter with a pod of humpback whales would 
probably rank near the top.

There were 17 of us Penn 
Staters, along with travel-
ers from other schools, on 
a small cruise ship explor-
ing the Antarctic Penin-
sula. Earlier that day we 
had visited Port Charcot 
and Danco Island, where 
we had seen lots of Gentoo 
penguins and gorgeous, 
snow-covered scenery. It 
was dinnertime, we were 
all winding down, and our 
ship was supposed to be 
cruising toward Deception 
Island, our next day’s stop. 
That’s when we started to 
encounter the whales—one or two at first, and then more. 
And more.

A few days earlier, at our very first briefing on board, the 
expedition director had said, “If we encounter whales that 
seem playful, we may reduce our speed and stay with them 
awhile.” And that’s exactly what happened: The captain just 
let the ship coast so we could enjoy the show.

I have no idea how many whales we saw that evening. I 
originally thought it was maybe five to seven, while others 
put the estimate closer to 100—so I’m probably not the one 
to ask. (In my defense, I just figured we were seeing the same 
five to seven over and over again.) Certainly “dozens” would 
be a safe estimate. Whatever the case, even the crew said 
they had never seen anything like it.

The passengers all crowded onto the deck at the bow of 
the ship and watched in amazement as these enormous, 
graceful creatures glided in the water, blowing, occasionally 
rolling over and exposing a fin, and—most fun of all—lift-
ing their tails, which would then create a curtain-like spray 

of seawater before sliding back underneath the surface. And 
they were doing all of this right next to the ship.

This went on for a good two hours, with passengers run-
ning from the bow to the sides of the ship and back again, 

cheering each new whale 
action as if we were watch-
ing a great football game. 
Jill Jordan ’76 EMS, one 
of the Penn State travelers, 
remembers: “After a while 
of trying to get good pic-
tures, I decided I just 
wanted to watch them. 
Though I wish I had gotten 
a picture looking up from 
the deck at all the camera 
lenses off the balconies.”

Jill called the experience 
“spectacular.” A 12-year-
old who was on the trip 
with her dad, and who 
blogged from the trip for a 

school project, went even farther: She wrote a post declaring 
it “The Most Amazing Day EVER!!!” 

 “I will never see anything like this again in my lifetime,” 
she wrote. “Things this amazing only happen once. It was 
pure magic.”

I took close to 600 photos that evening. After throwing 
out about 595 of them, I kept a few that I think come close 
to capturing what the experience was like. But in many ways 
it was one of those things where photos just don’t do it jus-
tice. I’m with the 12-year-old on this one. It was pure magic.

 For more from the Alumni Association's Antarctic trip, visit sites.psu.edu/tinahay.
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While I anticipated a 
learning curve and an 
initial loss of the comfort 
level I associated with the 
“old” version of the Penn 
Stater, I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that, for 
the most part, I enjoyed 
the changes and offer my 
congratulations rather 
than a list of complaints.  
That being said, I person-
ally find one glaring 
exception: the In Memo-
riam section, where the 
font size was decreased 
dramatically and the bold 
type was eliminated. This 
small change has resulted 
in a significant decrease 
in the ability to catch the 

attention of the reader. 
Bob Lightner ’75 Edu
Cape Coral, Fla.

I enjoy the magazine each 
month and the new design 
is fine with me. It feels 
brighter and more open, 
particularly the Class 
Notes and In Memoriam 
sections. 
Anne Ruthrauff Seltzer ’60

H&HD
Chappaqua, N.Y.

Most of the new changes 
look good and seem to 
work just fine. However, 
the format for In Memo-
riam is rather jumbled 
looking and a bit difficult 

to read and pick out a 
certain name or class year. 
My two cents.
John McKee ’74 Bus
Ocean City, N.J. 

Congratulations on your 
new look. It is clean and 
crisp, and the font size is 
easy to read. Well done.
Doug Zecher ’75 H&HD
Lancaster, Pa.  

The new format in the 
In Memoriam section is 
a disgrace. You continue 
to disrespect the memory 
of alumni who have 
passed away.
David Herrmann ’68 Lib
Warriors Mark, Pa.

I like the perfect-bound 
spine, new look, and 
added content and photos. 
The Saquon Barkley photo 
is striking. The new spine 
reminds me a little of 
National Geographic—and 
that’s a good thing. Keep 
up the great work.
Dick Davis ’73 H&HD
Sharpsville, Pa.

The first thing I do when 
I receive my copy of the 
Penn Stater is go to Part-

LETTERS

A Redesigned 
Penn Stater
I was skeptical when I fi rst read your reasons for a 
makeover of the Penn Stater [“A New Look,” Jan./
Feb., p. 7]. However, my skepticism melted away 
as I reached p. 88. All of the format changes made 
for a much more readable product, enhanced by 
two very informative and long articles. The picture 
of Saquon Barkley [Sports, p. 26] captured the 
essence of an 11-2 season. Like a good book, I could 
not put the magazine down—in football terms, you 
took it to the house. 
Vic Budura ’70 Sci  |  New Market, Ala.
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either of those.
Harris Factor ’58 Lib
Columbia, Md.

Another makeover for the 
Penn Stater. Nothing wrong 
with that—it’s a good 
job and there seems to be 
no more yellow print on 
white pages. Everything 
nicely spaced out for easier 
reading. The Class Notes 
stand out nicely, too, well 
defined by decade and 
name, but not so for the 
dear departed alums.
Robert B. Watson ’53 Eng
Norristown, Pa. 

Only negative is the In 
Memoriam. It is hard  
to read.
Rita Rossi ’71 Sci
Birmingham, Mich. 

The new look was most 
certainly a surprise and 
a very difficult job well 
done. The perfect bind-

ing is much more durable, 
even if the lay-flat feature 
of saddle-stitching might 
be an issue with some 
people. However, I must 
express my displeasure 
with the In Memoriam sec-
tion: The old format was 
so much easier to scan and 
read, and if it had been 
tightened a bit it would 
still be much more legi-
ble than the new version, 
without a significant dif-
ference in the number of 
memorial entries.
Ron Armillei ’59 Bus
Orlando, Fla.

Looks great, even if the new 
run-on style of In Memo-
riam gave me a headache. 
Keep up the good work.
Fred A. Takacs ’74 Lib
Berwick, Pa.

First impressions of the 
redesign: AWESOME! The 
new trim size is a bold 

LETTERS

move and the design feels 
smart and modern—very 
grown-up. Well done and 
congratulations.
Jonathan Ziegler
State College

I love the new Penn Stater 
design. I particularly liked 
the expanded Pulse sec-
tion. As I get older, I tend to 
lose interest in longer arti-
cles, so these short pieces 
make for quick, interesting 
reading. Good job.
Eugene Wagner ’65 Eng
Garner, N.C.

Iran Nuclear Deal
To me, your article [“The 
Iran Nuclear Deal,” Jan./Feb., 
p. 21] is a highly inflamma-
tory advocacy of a system 
of government in Iran that 

ing Shot—and it’s gone. 
The second thing I do is go 
to the obituaries—I don’t 
care for the way they are 
reported now. On the 
positive side, I do like the 
perfect-bound style.
Jim Cronauer ’83 H&HD
Portage, Pa.

Look forward to many more 
issues with this redesign. 
Love the photo spreads and 
bite-sized articles. Keep up 
the great work.  
Brad Youtz ’96 Com
Wilmington, Del.

The reduction in the size 
of the print font for most 
of the content in the rede-
signed Penn Stater makes 
it impossible for these 
81-year-old eyes to read 
the magazine without 
either reading glasses or 
a magnifying glass. I was 
able to read the former for-
mat comfortably without 

Memory Lane
Having just read Robyn Passante’s “Walking Back the Years” [Jan./Feb., p. 88], I am 
laughing so hard I have tears rolling down my face. We had the identical experi-
ence when we brought our son to tour the main campus this past summer. Much of 
today’s campus has changed from what I remembered during my time there. We are 
famous in Pittsburgh for giving directions by what used to be on that corner, which 
only made things worse. Thanks for a great dose of laughter.
Andrew W. Blenko ’79 Eng
Irwin, Pa.

I loved this article. I can relate: It sounds like the same tour we gave both of our 
daughters. Now one is a recent Penn State civil engineering graduate, and one is in 
her sophomore year in nursing. Although Penn State is constantly changing, there  
is a welcoming sense of familiarity that always remains.
Christine Hoffman ’86 Lib 
Chester Springs, Pa. M
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espouses ideological posi-
tions that are disruptive, 
anti-choice and non-dem-
ocratic. The core beliefs of 
Iran and the United States 
are fundamentally differ-
ent. The picture painted 
by Prof. Leverett is that 
the USA led by the Trump 
administration is bad and 
the Iranian government is 
good. This is a clear opin-
ion and, I think, one that 
is not supported even by 
many Democrats as well 
as Republicans.
David J. Clark ’63 Bus
Rancho Palos Verdes, Calif. 

I have no problem with 
Prof. Leverett’s views, but 
for the editor to print such 
a blatantly one-sided piece 
implies strong support 
for that view. I have been 
reading the Penn Stater for 
many decades and have 
immensely enjoyed its 
campus news and nostal-
gia. To see the magazine 
going down the road of 
partisan politics is indeed 
very disconcerting.
Max Wisotsky ’64 Sci
Highland Park, N.J.

There are no free elec-
tions in Iran, there are no 
gay rights in Iran. There 
is no free press, and if 
you openly contradict the 
Ayatollah’s current repres-
sive policy, you will be 
jailed. The fact that Iran 
can produce heavy water 
for research is a sham. The 
Iranian people need to be 
freed from the constrictions 
of a regime that’s passed its 
time. That’s what’s really 
“keeping current.”

Steven Zimmerman ’82 Sci
Mount Pleasant, S.C.

Admittedly, “The Iran 
Nuclear Deal” is a very 
short piece that perhaps 
doesn’t give Prof. Leverett 
the opportunity to provide 
some balance. But he 
appears to be overly 
praiseworthy and support-
ive of the Iranian regime. 
While I don’t doubt that 
Iran has achieved progress 
on many fronts, including 
improving the status of 
women in Iranian society 
(the recent uprising not-
withstanding), I do have 
a difficult time accepting 
that Iran is an ally in the 
fight against radical Sunni 
militancy. I think that is 
a strange way of character-
izing Iran’s efforts in the 
Middle East, Syria in 
particular. 
Falk Kantor ’58 Eng
Glenshaw, Pa.

Tech Talk
Steven Levy and I were 
friends in school—I think 
it was elementary school, 
but it’s too long ago to 
remember exactly, or for 
him to remember me, I 
suspect. As a dedicated 
reader of Rolling Stone for 
many years, I always got 
a smile on my face when I 
saw his byline there and in 
other publications. I have 
always believed that con-

sistency is a good thing, 
and Steven’s personality is 
the same today as it was 50 
or 60 years ago. It is a great 
feeling to be able to say “I 
know that guy.” Thanks 
for the opportunity to see 
where he is today.
Carl Caplan ’72 Bus
Marlton, N.J.

While Jason Fagone’s inter-
view of Steven Levy was 
interesting in an overall 
sense, two of Mr. Fagone’s 
questions/statements 
were rather startling. The 
first was “Why are there 
so many Nazis on Twit-
ter?” Is Mr. Fagone loosely 
referring to people who 
might not agree with him 
politically? I really think 
this requires an answer, 
as does another statement 
attributing problems on 
social media to “technol-
ogies built by white men” 
and an associated lack of 
understanding of the issue 
of “abuse” by these same 
white men. 
Robert Martin ’69 Lib
Dingmans Ferry, Pa. 

Dorm Décor
One of our favorite posters  
[Association News, Nov./
Dec., p.59] was the 1968 
Olympic ski champion, 
Jean-Claude Killy, from 
France. Sigh.
Marilyn Soisson Buck ’70 A&A  
Troy, N.H.

Animal Lover
My thanks to Julie Klim 
’90 Bus for the work she’s 
doing to strengthen the 
Pennsylvania SPCA [Class 
Notes, Nov./Dec., p. 69]. 

The need to protect differ-
ent animals from cruelty 
is a top priority.
Sean Pollock ’96 Bus
Stony Brook, N.Y.

Of Love and 
Other Stories
The Penn Stater covers 
everything I would want in 
a magazine. From sports to 
stories about famous alums, 
from war stories that make 
a person really think, to the 
THON kids for improving 
lives—and of course, the 
stories of friends and lovers 
while we were in college 
[“Love at Penn State,” Jan./
Feb., p. 42]. Great Job!
Earl Kaiserman ’73 Bus 
Pittsburgh

I enjoyed your article about 
finding love at Penn State.  
I met my wife, Roseann 
Summers Hertkorn, at the 
Abington (then Ogontz) 
campus in the fall of 1991. 
My ROTC buddies all 
told me to ask her out, but 
being stubborn back in 
those days, I refused. We 
didn't get together until 
the ROTC Christmas party, 
when she asked me to 
dance. I said “No, thanks,” 
but she was more stub-
born than I was, and we 
danced the rest of the night 
together. Five years later 
we were married, and four 
years after that, our first 
son, Jack, was born. You 
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We welcome comments 
on the magazine. Send 
letters to: The Penn 
Stater magazine, Letters, 
Hintz Family Alumni 
Center, University Park, 
PA 16802; fax: 814-863-
5690; or by email to 
heypennstater@psu
.edu. Letters should be a 
maximum of 250 words 
and may be edited for 
length and clarity. Please 
include an address and 
daytime phone number.

TELL US WHAT 
YOU THINK

tech articles I have ever 
read. Again, I am most 
impressed by a Penn 
Stater’s access to and 
relationships with change 
agents, in this case today’s 
titans of tech. His publica-
tions will form the foun-
dation of high-tech history 
and inform future genera-
tions how, in one lifetime, 
we progressed from 
“when the Phillies games 
weren't even broadcast on 
the radio” to AI driving 
our cars. It’s early yet, but 
I would put a placeholder 
on Levy for “the most 
influential Penn State 
graduate of the 21st 
century.”
Robert Cupina '70 EMS
Reston, Va.

What’s Fake News?
I really don’t understand 
the editorial choice to 
print a letter from a reader 
claiming that every news 
source including CNN, 
MSNBC, NBC, ABC, CBS, 
and NPR is “most likely 
fake” [Letters, Jan./Feb., p. 
11]. Please explain. This is 
such a blatant example of 
the challenge of one-sided 
news organizations that 
such a person follows. In 
fact, both letters printed 

can see his reaction to get-
ting accepted to Penn State 
Abington on the Alumni 
Association’s social media 
pages: “Must-see video: 
Jack Hertkorn.”
Jim Hertkorn ’94 Lib
Chalfont, Pa.

Anslinger Advice
I was 17 when I gradu-
ated unexpectedly from 
high school at the end of 
January 1957. My parents 
did not know what to do 
with me until I started 
college in September. As 
was my father’s habit, he 
talked to all his dental 
patients about his family, 
me being the problem of 
the week. As I heard the 
story, Harry Anslinger 
said, “Oh hell, let’s just 
send her up to Penn State 
for a few months.” He got 
up, made a phone call, 
and one week later I was 
meeting a roommate in 
Thompson Hall and ready 
to go with books and a 
schedule. Penn State was 
the right place for me, and 
I stayed until graduation 
in 1960. To this day, I trea-
sure and wear the neck-
lace Harry gave me for 
graduation: a chain with 
a small ampule that had 
a screw top and device 
for inserting opium into 
one’s nose.
Judith Berman Lipnick ’60 Sci
Naples, Fla.

Although the article on 
Harry Anslinger was very 
well done, I would rather 
see a cover that hollers 
“Penn State” in some obvi-
ous fashion. 
George Lott ’52 Lib
Sun City Center, Fla.

Congratulations on a 
highly improved alumni 
magazine, featuring well 
balanced stories. Regard-
ing the drug czar, Harry 
Anslinger: We need 
him today—drugs have 
brought violence, murder, 
and other serious prob-
lems to the U.S.A. 
Howard I.J. Collier ’54 Bus
Avon Lake, Ohio

I loved the article on 
Harry Anslinger. Regard-
less of one's view on 
marijuana legalization, we 
can take pride in a fellow 
alum who steered public 
policy at the highest levels 
for 32 years and (warts 
and all) may well have 
been the most influential 
Penn State graduate of the 
20th century. Even more 
timely, the interview with 
Steven Levy  [“On the 
Digital Cliff,” p. 50] was 
one of the most under-
standable and informative 

LETTERS

were anti-journalism. 
What gives, Penn Stater?
Judy Engle Seely ’86 Bus
York, Pa.

Two responders wrote 
that mainstream media 
is fake news. However, 
all the news sources cited 
by those writers have 
received accolades from 
the prestigious Peabody 
Awards, the News & 
Documentary Emmy 
Awards, the Alfred I. 
duPont-Columbia Univer-
sity Awards, the George 
Polk Awards, the Robert 
F. Kennedy Journalism 
Awards, or the Investiga-
tive Reporters and Editors 
Awards. Although identi-
fied as fake by one writer, 
PBS is a top source and 
has won many Peabodys. 
Michael Frank ’68 Bus
Doylestown, Pa.

For information about the rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this credit card, visit the website referenced above or your local Bank of America® financial center.
1  You will qualify for $150 bonus cash rewards if you use your new credit card account to make any combination of Purchase transactions totaling at least $500 (exclusive of any fees, returns and adjustments) that post to your 
account within 90 days of the account open date. Limit one (1) bonus cash rewards offer per new account. This one-time promotion is limited to new customers opening an account in response to this offer. Other advertised 
promotional bonus cash rewards offers can vary from this promotion and may not be substituted. Allow 8-12 weeks from qualifying for the bonus cash rewards to post to your rewards balance.

2  The 2% cash back on grocery store and wholesale club purchases and 3% cash back on gas purchases apply to the first $2,500 in combined purchases in these categories each quarter. After that the base 1% earn rate 
applies to those purchases.

By opening and/or using this product from Bank of America, you’ll be providing valuable financial support to the Penn State Alumni Association.
This credit card program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service Association, and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from 
Visa U.S.A., Inc.
BankAmericard Cash Rewards is a trademark and Bank of America is a registered trademark of Bank of America Corporation. 
©2018 Bank of America Corporation | AR8TG8SK-11122018 | AD-09-16-0383

MORE ROAR
Earn more cash back on the things you buy most. 

up to $2,500 in grocery/wholesale club/gas quarterly purchases2

cash back on  
purchases everywhere,  
every time1% cash back at 

grocery stores and 
wholesale clubs2% cash back 

on gas3%

$150 after making at least $500 in purchases in the first 90 days of 
account opening.1

CASH REWARDS BONUS

Apply now at BankofAmerica.com/PSU



14  MARCH / APRIL 2018

Last call  
for an icon

In January, nearly 
85 years after it 

opened, the 
All-American  

Rathskeller closed 
its doors. For  

more on the loss  
of a State College 

landmark, see p. 19. 

P U L S E
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A: They usually blend in with the rest of their classmates, but not on those days 
when flocks of nursing undergrads crisscross campus in their navy blue scrubs. 
There are good reasons for that, says Raymonde Brown ’81, ’89 MS H&HD, 
associate dean for undergraduate programs in the College of Nursing. For one, 
they’re required to wear their uniforms when working in the on-campus simu-
lation laboratory—essentially a classroom set up like a real hospital—or when 
working a hospital clinical. But even when they don’t have to wear them, Brown 
says, many do, for reasons of pragmatism and pride. “Students have told me it’s 
just easier—they’re comfortable, and they don’t need to think about what to wear. 
Plus, scrubs are like a badge. They are proud to be nursing students, and to be 
part of a caring profession.”  —RJ

Keeping University Park 
safe and clear during 

a long, cold winter is a 
monumental task —with 
the numbers to match. 

We asked OPP for details.

LOTS OF GROUND 
TO COVER

 As in: 52 miles of roads, 84 
miles of paths and sidewalks, 
and 15,000 parking spaces.

CLEARING THE WAY
OPP employs 100 snow 

plows and brushes and an 
additional 50 walk-behind 

snow blowers.  —RJ

A MAJOR MELT
 In an average winter, OPP 
will spread 1,000 to 1,200 

tons of salt and brine.

 Got a campus mystery you want solved? Email us at heypennstater@psu.edu.

THE
 BIG

3

Collage by Katy Lemay

 Q: Why do nursing students 
wear scrubs to class?

 WHAT’S UP WITH THAT? 

PULSE  |  CAMPUS LIFE
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 My Favorite Things
HORT WOODS

It’s just a little bit of woods up near the Forum and 
the Palmer Museum, right behind the water tower. 
It’s such a nice spot, so peaceful. I’d usually walk 
through there once a week, maybe ride my bike, 
bring my lunch up there once in a while. I don’t 
know if a lot of people really know about it. Since I 
retired, I still try to get up there every few weeks—
when I can get away from my yard work.  —RJ

1 FAYETTE
 It took more than 230 

hours of painstaking work 
for Fayette art instructor 
Patrick Daugherty ’76 A&A to 
recreate a famous 1772 portrait 
of George Washington. The 
painting was commissioned by 
the Fayette County Courthouse, 
where it now hangs.

2 GREAT VALLEY
 A $50,000 gift from 

Marilyn and Joe Henry ’76 
H&HD will permanently endow 
a scholarship at the campus’ 
School of Graduate Profes-
sional Studies. The scholarship 
will support part-time students 
pursuing their master’s degree 
at Great Valley.

3 HERSHEY
The College of Medicine 

in January kicked off  a new 
award for “Exceptional 
Moments in Teaching.” The fi rst 
recipient was Dr. Karen Krok, a 
gastroenterologist recognized 
for conveying lessons in a way 
that is “fun, engaging, and 
memorable.”  —RJ

 1  2
 3

 COMMON WEALTH 

 CLUB HOPPING 

PSUkulele 
Club
FOUNDED: 2014
CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 30
MISSION: “To just get together 
and play the ukulele.”

It’s hard to dislike the sound of a 
ukulele. In fact, the soft strumming 
sounds are often what attract new 
members to the group. “When peo-
ple see a group of college students 
rocking around with ukuleles—which 
is really funny—they’re mainly like, 
’What’s going on there?’” says senior 
Greta Guthrie, president of the 
PSUkulele club. The club is open to 
seasoned players as well as newcom-
ers, like Yuki Huang, a freshman who 
joined at the fall Involvement Fair. 
“There’s a lot of songs you can just 
pick up,” she says. But it’s the sound, 
says junior Jacob Ginn, that draws 
most people in: “There’s a friendly 
factor to it.”  —BR

Illustrations by Joel Kimmel
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Perennial optimist, 
cookie afi cionado, 

longtime ambassador  
at the University Park 

post offi  ce.

 Mike “The Mailman” Herr 
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 EVERYDAY PEOPLE 

Penn State physicist  
Kurt Gibble strives to make 
even the most accurate 
measurements more precise.
GLOBAL PRAISE
Gibble is among the leading experts 
who evaluate and improve the 
world’s most accurate atomic clocks, 
from the U.K.’s National Physical 
Laboratory to the Paris Observa-
tory. His reputation earned him the 
2013 European Frequency and Time 
Award. Although Gibble makes site 
visits, most of his calculations and 
analyses happen on campus.

SPLIT SECONDS
During his time as a Yale prof, Gibble 
built a more precise atomic clock 
by swapping out cesium atoms for 
rubidium atoms. When the NSF-
funded physicist joined Penn State’s 

faculty in 2001, he painstakingly 
packed up the world’s first rubid-
ium fountain clock into a U-Haul 
and headed for Happy Valley; in just 
three weeks, the clock was up and 
running in Gibble’s lab (pictured).

HEY, SIRI 
Atomic clocks may be studied to 
precisely measure time—they’re 
regulated by the vibrations of an 
atomic or molecular system—but 
applications also include testing  
scientific theories, like general  
relativity.

TICK TOCK
“I normally don’t wear a wrist-

watch,” says Gibble, explaining that 
he instead relies on his cell phone. 
“If you have two clocks, you never 
know what time it is.”

OUTTA THIS WORLD   
The 53-year-old is currently working 
on a space clock in Paris, which is set 
to launch within the next two years. 
“We’re going to put it on a tank of 
hydrogen and launch it with a whole 
lot of G-forces into orbit,” he says 
about the European Space Agency 
project. One goal is to compare the 
clocks on Earth or, as Gibble puts 
it, “help analyze systemic errors of 
clocks around the world.”

ALL ABOUT OPTICS 
Physicists anticipate there’s a new 
clock on the horizon, one that mea-
sures optical frequency and the 
ultra-fast oscillations of ions and 
atoms. Gibble’s working on this 
“next definition of time” by making 
a clock based on cadmium, which 
uses lasers to cool and trap atoms.
—Amy Strauss Downey ’04 Lib 
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CAMPUS LIFE  |  PULSE

The gentleman at right, boarding a Campus 
Loop bus in the 1960s, would hardly recognize 
the natural gas-powered  CATABUS  fl eet that 
services University Park and State College 
today. Riders can now check their phones for 
real-time updates on arrivals and departures, 
or peek at the digital displays at transit 
centers like the 
one on Curtin Road 
near Pattee Libary 
(shown here). But 
the biggest change 
for our time-travel-
ing rider might be 
the fact that he no 
longer needs change 
at all. Since 1999, the 
Campus Loop has 
been fare-free.  —RJ

THEN&NOW

AROUND 
THE VALLEY 
While the future of the 
subterranean space 
at 108 S. Pugh Street 
remained murky at press 
time, loyal fans got one 
last chance in January to 
toast The Skeller’s past. 
The bar hosted thou-
sands in its fi nal days , 
including some alums 
who came back to town 
just for the occasion. The 
Skeller, which opened 
in 1933, claimed to be 
the longest continually 
operating bar in the 
state.  —RJ

E Calder Way 

E College Ave. 

S Pugh St.

H
um

es A
lley
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Law professor Michele 
Vollmer’s student-led clinic 
fights veterans’ legal battles

PULSE  |  EXPERTISE  

Q: How did the Veterans and Servicemembers Legal Clinic come to be? 
A: One of my students was a junior commander in the Pennsylvania National Guard. 
His fellow guardsmen would come to him with their problems, and he’d try to help 
solve those. I got drawn in, and as I began to read more, I realized that a lot of veterans 
were having legal problems that we as a group could help solve. 

Q: What cases does the clinic take on?
A: We mainly deal with disability and pension claims for veterans from almost all 
conflicts, even World War II. We’ve had PTSD cases and one military sexual trauma 
case, and we won three educational appeals, where current students were being denied 
GI bill benefits.

Q: What are the clinic’s biggest cases thus far?
A: Vietnam is a big one for us. We won a case for a veteran involved in chemical warfare 
testing in 1965. We also won a case for a former Penn State professor who was exposed 
to Agent Orange, proving this caused his acute myeloid leukemia.  —SI

Photo by Cardoni

AH, AVOCADO
Our research has shown that 
eating an avocado a day as 
part of a moderate fat diet can 
really help to lower LDL, or “bad” 
cholesterol. Avocado also 
has excellent benefi ts 
for the heart. 

LIGHT AS SAFFLOWER
The best fats are liquid veg-
etable oils. Among those, 
saffl  ower oil has the highest 
amount of polyunsaturated 
fats that our bodies can’t 
produce on their own, and that 
reduce bad cholesterol levels. 

PEANUT POWER
Peanuts are great for pre-
venting a number of diseases. 
They’re high in poly- and 
monosaturated fats, and in 
fi ber, which most Americans 
don’t get enough of.  

PISTACHIOS, TOO
Unsalted, dry-roasted pista-
chios are an excellent source 
of carotenoids, which 
protect the vision 
and guard 
against cellular 
damage. —SI

 PRACTICAL 
 ADVICE 

Distinguished 
Professor of Nutrition 
Penny Kris-Etherton 

tells you which  “good” 
 fats  your body needs 

to be spring-ready.
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IN SHORT 
SEEDS OF VICTORY
In January, members of the 
Penn State Agronomy Club 
defended their champion-
ship at the National Forage 
Bowl, a Jeopardy-style com-
petition held at the annual 
American Forage and Grass-
land Council conference in 
Louisville, Ky.

HIGHLY EVOLVED
Kenneth Weiss, Evan Pugh 
professor emeritus of anthro-
pology and genetics, was 
honored in January with 
the Charles Darwin Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the 
American Association of 
Physical Anthropologists. 
Weiss was recognized for his 
research in evolution.

GROSS... BUT GOOD?
A research team led by Penn 
State geosciences profes-
sor Christopher House has 
shown it's possible to rapidly 
break down human waste 
through a microbial process 
that would allow it to be 
turned into food. The fi nd-
ings have applications for 
astronauts on future long-
term space missions.  —RJ

 “Unlike most other pollutants, lead is rarely present in reservoir or other water  
sources. When water gets into plumbing, it dissolves lead in the fixtures, and
that’s how the lead gets into drinking water.

“Water treatment plants test for lead, though it rarely exists at the source, and they’ll 
also look for the corrosion tendency of water. They’ll put additives into water to prevent 
corrosion, but the plumbing is different in every home, particularly in older homes where 
lead solders were commonly used. Buried, turn-of-the-century water lines also cause 
problems for many public water supplies.

“You can be exposed to lead for long periods of time and not even know it. Lead can 
cause a lot of damage to the body, particularly in infants and children. That’s why, even 
if there is good public water testing, everyone should arrange for an in-home water test. 
They’re cheap and easy to get, and some cities even offer free testing.”  —SI

  KEEPING CURRENT 

Lead in America’s Drinking Water
DESPITE REGULATIONS, TAINTED WATER IS A PERENNIAL ISSUE, SAYS BRYAN 
SWISTOCK, WATER RESOURCES SPECIALIST WITH PENN STATE EXTENSION.

Great Moments 
in Penn State 
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A SHATTER-PROOF LEGACY
Woldemar Weyl joined the Penn State faculty 80 
years ago, escaping the Nazi regime in his native 
Germany and helping establish the university as 
an international leader in the burgeoning fi eld of 
glass science. His research helped make everything 
from milk bottles to car windshields safer and 
more durable, and his book Coloured Glasses is 
considered the bible for glass blowers.  —RJ
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A Year of “Sweeping 
Change” for Greek Life

PRESIDENT BARRON TRUMPETS "WHOLESALE CHANGES"
THAT ARE MAKING THE SYSTEM SAFER.  By Savita Iyer

MORE THAN A YEAR after the death 
of Timothy Piazza, Greek life at 
Penn State is starkly different 

from what it used to be, due to a number 
of measures instituted by the university.

In an open letter to the Penn State com-
munity posted in February, President Eric 
Barron outlined the ways the university 
has taken full control of the Greek life orga-
nizational misconduct and adjudication 
process. This includes spot checks by an 
appointed team of monitors for compliance 
with new safety rules, and joint nightly 
patrols by campus and State College police. 
University-hired chapter monitors are also 
working with fraternity representatives on 
houses’ individual risk-management pro-
grams—a university-approved plan that 
must be compliant with safety protocols, 
including the ban on hard liquor. Penn 
State has also instituted a deferred recruit-
ment policy that prohibits students from 
rushing a sorority or a fraternity until they 
have completed a full semester, as well as 

a zero-tolerance rule for serious hazing 
that, if broken by any chapter, will result 
in a permanent revocation.

“These measures are making a differ-
ence,” Barron wrote. “I am encouraged that 
we have received letters from our local 
community about improved chapter behav-
ior. Local law enforcement and others 
report reduced crowd sizes at fraternity 
gatherings. Fraternity and sorority leaders 
are working more closely with the Univer-
sity to implement the new safety programs. 
This is important progress.” But Barron 
made clear that there is much to be done: 
In addition to the permanent suspension 
of Beta Theta Pi, 13 other fraternities have 
received multi-year suspensions. 

Piazza died on Feb. 4, 2017, and 26 mem-
bers of Beta Theta Pi are still charged in 
his death. The state Attorney General’s 
office has taken over the case from the 
Centre County district attorney, and AG 
Josh Shapiro said in January he will conduct 
“an independent review” of Piazza’s death. 

PULSE  |  DEAR OLD STATE 

IN SHORT 
WORLD RENOWNED
Penn State’s World Campus 
landed in the top 10 of half a 
dozen rankings of the coun-
try’s best online programs, 
including graduate engi-
neering, graduate business, 
computer information tech-
nology, and MBA. No other 
institution placed as high in 
as many categories. 

ENDOWING 
OPPORTUNITIES
A $30,000 gift from Rob 
Pangborn, vice president 
and dean for undergraduate 
education, and his wife, Ann, 
has endowed the Pangborn 
Family Open Doors Schol-
arship. The endowment is 
aimed at helping students 
overcome fi nancial road-
blocks in order to graduate 
on time.

BANKING ON 
INNOVATION
A $1 million grant from PNC 
Bank will endow Happy 
Valley LaunchBox, the 
entrepreneurship incubator 
opened in 2016. Happy 
Valley LaunchBox is part 
of the Invent Penn State 
initiative to spur economic 
development and entrepre-
neurship in the state.  —RJ

Make a Gift Now. Change Lives Forever. 
Every year, nearly 100,000 students—first-year and returning, undergraduate and graduate—enroll at 

Penn State and put their faith in the University to deliver a world-class education, offer opportunities 

for leadership and growth, and help them to hit the ground running in their careers. As a public, land-

grant institution, Penn State has a moral imperative to fulfill that promise to all our students, regardless 

of their financial background. Through the programs above—two available only until June 30!—our 

alumni and friends can leverage their gifts to secure support from University funds, multiply the impact 

of scholarship endowments, and help our students to graduate on time and on track to success. 

Learn more about how you can become Penn State’s partner in keeping our doors open for every 

student and every generation. Visit greaterpennstate.psu.edu/open-doors/opportunities/

THE
OPEN DOORS
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

THE
FIRST-TIME
ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP
DONOR
MATCHING
PROGRAM

THE
GRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIP
MATCHING
PROGRAM

2:1 MATCH
AVAILABLE UNTIL 
JUNE 30, 2018! 

1:1 MATCH
AVAILABLE UNTIL 
JUNE 30, 2018! 

1:1 MATCH
AVAILABLE UNTIL 
JUNE 30, 2021! 
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MEGAN MCCLOSKEY  |  CHALK TALK  |  LIONS IN THE WILD 
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S P O R T S

Passing 
the Bar
Megan McCloskey—
yes, the name 
should sound 
familiar—has her 
eyes on a Big Ten 
championship in 
the high jump. For 
more on this Nittany 
Lion legacy, turn 
the page.
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SPORTS 

MEGAN MCCLOSKEY hadn’t originally con-
sidered Penn State for college. But when 
the family blood runs as blue and white 

as hers, it’s hard to pass up. “We’ve got this cool 
photo of the original Beaver Stadium in our living 
room,” she says. “We’ve got the pride.”

McCloskey’s mother, Michele McGarry ’85 
Bus, was a middle-distance runner at Penn State 
and her father, Mike ’83 Lib, is remembered for 
his catch against Nebraska during the Lions’ run 
to the 1982 national title. But Megan has built her 
own legacy. The senior high jumper set the pro-
gram’s second-highest mark in the outdoor season 
last spring at 5’-11.25,” and has finished in the top five in 
each of the last three Big Ten championships. She’s hoping 
to improve upon those marks this spring. “I know what it’s 
going to take,” she says. “I know where the bar is set.”

If all goes as planned, she’ll wrap up her collegiate career 
at the NCAA outdoor championships in June. McCloskey 

has her future after Penn State planned, too, with a full-time 
marketing position lined up in July at a financial company 
near her home in Ambler, Pa. But that doesn’t mean McClo-
skey will rush things. “I’ve had a great four years here,” she 
says. “I’ll be pretty emotional that I have to leave. The total 
Penn State experience has been awesome.”

Leaping 
Lion
MEGAN MCCLOSKEY FOLLOWED 
HER PARENTS TO PENN STATE, 
BUT SHE’S CARVED OUT HER 
OWN PATH TO SUCCESS.   
By Travis Johnson ’09 Com

DERYCK TOLES
While rehabbing from a career-ending injury 
in 2005, former Nittany Lion linebacker 
Deryck Toles ’03 Bus noticed that despite 
his depression at being sidelined, the youth 
in his hometown of Warren, Ohio, were still 
inspired by his story—overcoming a rare 
enzyme disorder to make it onto the field. 
Before long, their informal meet-ups at a 
local McDonald’s grew, blossoming into 

Inspiring Minds, a nonprofit that focuses on 
motivating youth for success in high school, 
college, and beyond: Speakers ranging from 
neuroscientists to fashion designers speak 
with students. Now in its 12th year, Inspiring 
Minds boasts around 500 participants and 
is opening an office in Philadelphia. Toles 
envisions chapters nationwide and even a 
boarding school: “Imagine the impact we 
could make if we could have them 24-7.”  
—Matt Sedensky

 LIONS IN THE WILD 
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CHALK TALK 

SABER
Fencers in saber—which is shorter 
than the other two weapons—may 
slash at an opponent and score with 
the side or tip of the blade. Any area 
above the waist can be targeted.

FOIL
As in saber, points are determined 
by which fencer is deemed to be 
attacking. Points can be scored only 
by the tip of the blade, with the torso 
and trunk (vital organs) as targets.

ÉPÉE
In épée, it doesn’t matter who 
attacks fi rst, and simultaneous points 
can be awarded. Points are limited 
to the blade’s tip and can be scored 
anywhere on the body.

 1

 2

3

How to Watch Fencing
Whether they’re competing in épée, foil, or saber, every 
fencer has to keep one element in mind, says Penn State 
fencing coach Wes Glon: balance. “You have to learn 
how to control your body,” says Glon. “If you’re off  bal-
ance, you become an easy target.” With the 2018 NCAA 
Championships coming to campus March 22–25, we 
asked Glon to explain the fi ner points of each weapon:

SINCE LAST TIME 
ON THE PITCH
Jeff  Cook, whose 27 years in 
coaching include 17 at the 
Division I level, has been 
named the new men’s soccer 
coach. Cook most recently 
worked in player development 
with MLS’s Philadelphia Union; 
earlier, he coached at Dart-
mouth and Cincinnati.

COACH LEAVES
Associate women’s volley-
ball head coach and former 
All-American setter Salima 
Rockwell ’94 Lib has stepped 
down to become director of 
volleyball at Junction Athletics 
in Austin, Texas.

HALL PASS
Former All-American quar-
terback Kerry Collins ’94 Lib, 
who led the Nittany Lions 
to an undefeated 1994 sea-
son, and Rose Bowl win, was 
selected for the College Foot-
ball Hall of Fame Class of 2018. 
Collins will be the 25th Penn 
Stater enshrined in the hall.

WE ARE
Wally Triplett ’49 H&HD, who 
along with the late Dennie 
Hoggard ’49 Lib became the 
fi rst African-Americans to 
play in the Cotton Bowl, was 
among six inducted into the 
Cotton Bowl Hall of Fame in 
December.  —BR
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Transfomational Tenures
TWO LONGTIME ADMINISTRATORS HELPED CHANGE THE FACE OF BOTH 

PENN STATE AND COLLEGIATE ATHLETICS.  By B.J. Reyes ’95 Com

Though he will be 
remembered as the 
athletic director 

who spearheaded the uni-
versity’s move into the Big 
Ten—a move that reshaped 
Penn State athletics and ush-
ered in the era of conference 
expansion—Jim Tarman was 
a sportswriter at heart. “He 
loved when he was sports 
information director and he 
dealt with the press,” says 
his wife, Louise. Tarman had once worked for a year as a 
sports writer in Harrisburg. “He really did enjoy that back 
and forth with them.”

Both Tarman ’97h and former field hockey and women’s 
lacrosse coach Gillian Rattray ’75 H&HD, who died within 
weeks of each other this winter, are being remembered as 
giants of their respective fields.

Tarman, who began his 35-year Penn State career in 1970 
as director of sports publicity, was named AD in 1982. His 
tenure was marked by improved facilities, movement of wom-

en’s teams into NCAA gover-
nance, and the 1990 invitation 
into one of the country’s pre-
miere conferences. 

Rattray coached field 
hockey (1974–86) and wom-
en’s lacrosse (1974–85), guid-
ing the programs to a com-
bined five national titles. 
During a seven-month span 
in 1980, both lacrosse and 
field hockey earned national 
championships, a feat recog-

nized by the Guinness Book of Sports Records. 
Rattray also played a pivotal role in organizing the first 

NCAA women’s lacrosse championship. She retired from 
coaching in 1987 with a combined career record of 319-68-24. 
A member of the National Field Hockey Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame and the National Lacrosse Hall of Fame, Rat-
tray also is remembered as a trailblazer of the sport with a 
plaque at U.S. Lacrosse headquarters in Princeton, N.J. More 
than 30 of her former players returned to State College for 
her memorial service in January.

SPORTS 

GOLD STANDARD
Despite his gold medal at the 
1952 Helsinki Games, when 
we caught up with Horace 
Ashenfelter ’49, ’55 MS H&HD 
two years ago for our July/Aug. 
2016 issue, the steeplechase 
runner downplayed the achieve-
ment. “That’s what you should 
do,” he said. “You’re supposed 
to win.” Ashenfelter died in 
January in West Orange, N.J., 

at age 94. Nittany Lion track 
coach John Gondak, in 

a social media post, 
called Ashenfelter 

“an amazing ambas-
sador” for the sport 
and Penn State.  —BR

TO THE WORLD.
FROM HAPPY VALLEY

OFFICIAL AIRLINE SPONSOR OF
PENN STATE® ALUMNI ASSOCIATION



Journey Along the Elbe 
Waitlist
June 5-16 from $4,595 plus air
Personalize your cruise with a choice of 
excursions.
Berlin, Potsdam, Wittenberg, Meissen, Dresden, 
Saxon Alps, Litomerice, Prague
AHI MS Elbe Princess

Riches of the Emerald Isle 
Waitlist
June 12-23 from $4,195 plus air
Hosted by Dr. Barbara Korner, the dean of the 
College of Arts and Architecture.
Ennis, Killarney, Mallow, Dublin
AHI 

Changing Tides of History: Baltic Sea 
Cruise  
June 14-23 from $6,495 plus air
Featuring guest speakers Lech Walesa, 
former president of Poland, and Dr. Sergei N. 
Khrushchev, son of Nikita Khrushchev.
Copenhagen, Gdansk, Tallinn, St. Petersburg, 
Helsinki, Visby, Stockholm
Gohagan & Co. MS Le Soléal

Swiss Alps & Italian Lakes 
Added Departure 
June 27-July 6 from $3,395 plus air
Waitlist July 4-13
St. Moritz, Lake Como, Stresa, Borromean Islands, 
Milan
AHI

Breathtaking Bordeaux 
July 16-24 from $3,999 plus air
All-inclusive river cruise with private butler in 
every suite.
Bordeaux, Emulsion, Libourne, Pauillac, Medoc, 
Cadillac
Go Next Scenic/Diamond 

Canadian Rockies 
Parks & Resorts 
Aug. 16-22 from $3,995 plus air
Optional extension on the Rocky Mountaineer.
Calgary, Lake Louise, Jasper, Banff
Orbridge 

Southern Africa 
Sept. 2-17 from $6,995 plus air
Small-group experience.
Cape Town, Thornybush Nature Reserve,  
Johannesburg, Rovos Rail, Chobe National Park
AHI

Journey to Cornwall 
Sept. 5-16 from $3,995 plus air
Small-group experience.
Bath, St. Ives, Exeter, London
AHI 

Insider’s Japan 
Sept. 10-22 from $5,957 includes air
Small-group experience.
Tokyo, Hakone, Takayama, Kanazawa, Kyoto
Odysseys Unlimited 

Grand Danube Passage 
Sept. 18-Oct. 3 from $4,795 plus air
No single supplement.
Prague, Melk, Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest,  

AHI MS Amadeus Silver

Romance of the Douro River 
Oct. 11-22 from $3,395 plus air
No single supplement.
Porto, Guimaraes, Vila Real, Salamanca,  
São Salvador do Mundo, Coimbra, Óbidos, Lisbon
AHI MS Miguel Torga

Majestic Passage 
May 8-23 from $3,999 includes air
Free shore excursions, beverage package, or 
shipboard credit.
Montreal, Trois-Rivieres, Quebec City, Saguenay, 
Corner Brook, Saint-Pierre, St. John’s, Cork, Dublin, 
Holyhead, Portland, London
Go Next Oceania/Marina

Moroccan Discovery 
May 11-24 from $5,279 includes air
Small-group experience.
Casablanca, Rabat, Fez, Sahara Desert, Ouarzazate, 
Marrakech
Odysseys Unlimited 

European Serenade: Rome to 
Venice 
May 16-25 from $2,799 includes air
Free shore excursions, beverage package, or 
shipboard credit.

Koper, Venice
Go Next Oceania/Riviera

Tanzania Adventure: Mikumi Safari 
and Mount Kilimanjaro
Trek    +
June 3–18 from $9,190 plus air
Hosted by Pete Allison, associate professor in 
the College of Health and Human Development. 
Experience Tanzania National Parks: 

Mikumi Safari, and Kilimanjaro Trek. Limited to 12 
travelers.
Thomson Safaris

DESTINATIONS

TRAVEL
2018

WITH THE PENN STATE FAMILY

Glorious Greece 
Oct. 13-24 from $2,999 includes air
Free shore excursions, beverage package, or 
shipboard credit.
Athens, Gythion, Katakolon, Taormina, Sicily,  
Valletta, Heraklion, Crete, Rhodes, Santorini, 
Patmos
Go Next Oceania/Riviera

Cuba-Art, Culture & People 
Oct. 21-29 from $5,695 plus air
Exclusive Penn State departure.
Havana, Pinar del Rio, Cienfuegos
AHI 

Glamorous Retreats: Rome to 
Monte Carlo 
Nov. 1-9 from $1,799 includes air
Free shore excursions, beverage package, or 
shipboard credit.

Saint-Tropez, Monte Carlo
Go Next Oceania/Marina

Blues to Country: America’s Music 
Nov. 4-12 from $2,999 plus air
River cruise on the newest all-suite 
paddlewheeler.
Memphis, Ashport Landing, New Madrid, 
Paducah, Dover, Clarksville, Nashville
Go Next American Duchess

Holiday Markets: Cologne to 
Nuremberg 
Dec. 4-12 from $2,195 plus air
No single supplement.
Frankfurt, Cologne, Koblenz, Miltenberg, 
Wurzburg, Bamberg, Nuremberg, Munich
AHI MS Amadeus Silver

WHY TRAVEL WITH THE 
PENN STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION?

Please note that all package rates and 
itineraries listed are subject to change. 

Good health is recommended. Minimal  
walking on uneven terrain or stairs may  
be required. Excursions could require   
walking at an easy pace on uneven 
terrain ranging from 1-2 hours.  Ability to  
board buses and ships. 

More demanding than .  Should be  
comfortable with 2-4 hours of activity  
on uneven or steep terrain or stairs. May  
involve getting in and out of small boats  
or other vehicles.

More demanding than . Daily   
activities will be of a moderate intensity  
and more vigorous pace involving   

Excellent health is recommended.  
Strenuous activities are included.

KEY:

“An amazing trip that 
exceeded our very high 
expectations. Sharing 
the experience with 
fellow Penn Staters 
made it extra special.” 
  —David Kiser ’80g HHD

• Advance notice of all trips and
inclusion on VIP mailing list

• Invitation to Penn State events
throughout your trip

• Enrollment in the Alumni Travel
Rewards Program for Alumni
Association members

• Exclusive access to the Annual
Travel Showcase

• Emergency Medical Evacuation
Insurance and Political and
Natural Disaster Assistance
coverage included

For more information on your destination... 

alumni.psu.edu/travel
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He held the office for less than 
five years, but Penn State's  
first president made an impact 
that is hard to overstate,  
according to a new book by 
Roger Williams ’73 Lib, ’75 MA 
Com, ’88 PhD Edu.  
INTERVIEW BY TINA HAY ’83 BUS

 FOUNDING  
 FATHER

EVAN PUGH

Q+A

T
K

Needs a Title
A new book by Roger Williams ’73 Lib, ’75 MA Com, ’88 DEd Edu 
looks at the life of Penn State’s first president.
Interview by Tina Hay ’83 Bus
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PS  Pugh was quite a letter writer, from what 
I gather.
Evan Pugh was as proficient with the written word as 
he was with scientific apparatus. And he actually was 
something of a journalist. In his early years, he wrote 
articles for the West Chester newspaper, and when he was 
in Europe, he sent lengthy, handwritten dispatches back 
to West Chester and to the New York Herald Examiner.

PS  Give us a sense of what the Farmers’ High 
School, as Penn State was called initially, was like 
when Pugh arrived. How many students, how 
many faculty, how many buildings on campus? 
How many buildings on the campus? One building, 
a third of the way completed when he came here in 
October 1859. 

PS  That would be Old Main.
It wasn’t called Old Main yet. It was 
called the College Building. There were 
a few ramshackle outbuildings right in 
back of the structure, and the dining 
hall was pretty much a wooden shack. 
There were five faculty, including Pugh, 
and about 100 students. So our begin-
nings were humble, to put it mildly.

PENN STATER  How did you become interested in 
the life of Evan Pugh?
ROGER WILLIAMS  I was introduced to Evan Pugh when 
I was doing my research on George Atherton many years 
ago. He had always piqued my interest, and it’s been on 
my to-do list for many years. When I first took the job as 
the Alumni Association’s executive director, back in 2003, 
one of the things I wanted to do was this work on Evan 
Pugh. I told Kathy Stocker [his assistant], “I’m going to 
take Monday mornings, and I’m not going to come into the 
office. I’m going to be in the archives.” That lasted three 
weeks. Then after I retired in July of 2015, I resumed work 
on this a week later. So I’m glad that it’s coming to fruition.

PS  What kinds of materials were available to you 
to research Pugh’s life? 
Much of the information is in the Penn State archives. 
The Evan Pugh collection of papers is 5,000 pages. It has 
everything: his letters, his dissertation, 
his journals, lots of correspondence, 
lots of documents. It’s a really excellent 
collection, very well organized. Some 
of it has been transcribed and typewrit-
ten, especially letters between him and 
a colleague named Samuel Johnson, 
who was his best friend and lifelong 
confidante, and a great agricultural 
scientist in his own right. I went to a 
few other places: Chester County, 
where he grew up; the New York 
Historical Society, which has a collec-
tion for William Darlington, one of 
Pugh’s early influences. 

van pugh arrived at the farmer’s high school 
in 1859, encountering a campus with just 100 students, 
five faculty, and one building. But he brought with him 
the vision for the Penn State we know today. Retired 
Alumni Association executive director Roger Williams ’73 
Lib, ’75 MA Com, ’88 PhD Edu is the author of a new book 
about Evan Pugh; we talked with Williams about Pugh's 
remarkable life, untimely death, and the indelible mark he 
left on the school.E

EVAN PUGH founding father

EARLY YEARS
Old Main at the time was called the College 
Building and was also where Pugh, a bachelor, 
lived. Pugh married Rebecca Valentine on Feb. 
4, 1864—just three months before his death. 
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PS  Pugh was only here four and a half years, until his 
death in 1864. But your book makes the point that he 
did a lot in a short time.
He really did. He accomplished great things for Penn State, 
but he accomplished a lot on the national level, too. For 
Penn State, one thing he did was to reorganize the curricu-
lum into one of real scientific rigor: vegetable physiology, 
chemistry, qualitative and quantitative. He really was here 
to create the national model. And this is one of the things 
that intrigued me: He had a grand plan for American 
agriculture. You needed a big federal apparatus, if you 
will, a department of agriculture. You needed a way to 

collect statistics across the country and analyze them. You 
needed agricultural experiment stations—research 
stations. Pugh foresaw all that. He knew how to organize 
these schools after the Morrill Land Grant Act, which 
added “mechanic arts,” was passed. Pugh was fine with 
that, since agriculture and engineering are really comple-
mentary subjects.

So he had this grand, expansive vision of what needed 
to happen to American agriculture. You know, in the early 
days, there were superstitious practices: Phases of the 
moon would determine planting. If you found a lot of 
spiders in the barn, that foretold that cattle would be A
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healthy. The huge problem with American agriculture was 
soil exhaustion, especially in the Northeast. That’s one 
reason New England collapsed agriculturally in the 19th 
century. People moved out and went west. Chemists were 
saying, We have to feed the soil properly, how to restore 
and replenish nutrients. That was a huge agenda item for 
Pugh. So he had this expansive vision, but where do you 
start? You start with a model agricultural college that 
others can emulate. That was his mission.

PS Did enrollment eventually grow?
It did, slightly. And that’s interesting to me, because here 
we are in the midst of the greatest crisis in American 
history, the Civil War. That drains manpower—and yet he 
was able to increase enrollments year to year. In his final 
year, 1864, there were 146 students enrolled. 

There was a scare when the Confederate troops led by 
Robert E. Lee invaded Pennsylvania in September of 1862. 
The vice president of the school, David Wilson, formed a 

company to protect the homeland, as it were. And then, 10 
months later, Lee comes back, invading Pennsylvania at 
Gettysburg. Lincoln puts out a call for 100,000 more 
volunteers, and Andrew Curtin, the Pennsylvania gover-
nor, agrees. This place doesn't close down, but it nearly 
empties out—students either go back home to militia units 
or join one that was formed here by Capt. John Boal. The 
Battle of Gettysburg was fought, and the majority of the 
students were back by early August, after the emergency 
was over and Lee crawled back into Virginia.

PS  Gettysburg was one of a series of fateful events 
in 1863–64 that eventually led to Evan Pugh’s death. 
This is the amazing story. And it comes right on the heels 
of what I call the high water mark. You have the Morrill 
Land Grant Act being signed by Lincoln in July of 1862. 
The Morrill Act donated public lands to the states, and the 
states in turn would sell the lands and use the proceeds to 
create colleges of agriculture and the mechanic arts. But 
the states had to accept the terms of it, and that took some 
lobbying, which took a lot of Pugh’s time and energy. But 
the Pennsylvania Legislature accepted the act and desig-
nated the institution—which by now is called the Agricul-
tural College of Pennsylvania—as the sole recipient of the 
funds, “until otherwise ordered.” That was the high water 
mark. Then things began to move in the other direction. 

A EUROPEAN EDUCATION
Pugh earned a Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of Göttingen in 
Germany in 1856; the photo at left was probably taken around that time. 
After that, he did research at the Rothamsted Experiment Station in 
England (above) on how plants absorb nitrogen.

EVAN PUGH founding father
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BOOK EXCERPT  
A Fateful Night
For Evan Pugh, a buggy accident in June 1863 was the first in a series  
of challenges that ultimately led to his death.

EVAN PUGH AND HIS FIANCÉE, 
Rebecca Valentine of Bellefonte, were 
badly injured in a buggy accident on the 
night of June 16, 1863. Visiting William 
Shortlidge, a Pugh cousin, they left to 
return home and their buggy somehow 
toppled into the Logan Branch of Spring 
Creek in Bellefonte. Pugh’s left arm was 
broken. Though he managed to free 
himself and extricate Rebecca, who was 
pinned underneath the buggy, he would 
never fully recover from the accident. 

Although a bachelor when he came 
to the presidency in 1859, Pugh had an 
eye for the ladies and they for him, as he 
recounted from his time in England. He 
had always intended to marry, even-
tually, and start a family. Shortly after 
arriving at the Farmers’ High School, he 
quite by chance met the love of his life. 
They courted for four years and after 
both had healed sufficiently from the 
accident, finally tied the knot. 

As Pugh wrote to his friend Samuel 
Johnson in February 1864: “I neglected 
to tell you that about 4 years ago I vis-
ited the house of an old Quaker, an iron 
master, to talk about the reduction of 
iron ores etc. and that on first sight I fell 
in love with his daughter and that I have 
never recovered from the fall and hence 
the card I send you.” Pugh noted that 
in the buggy accident, Rebecca “was 
worse hurt than I that she was carried 
home insensible and was not expected 
to live for several days.” She eventually 
recovered; the couple married on Feb. 

4, 1864, and “consummated our 3 years 
engagement,” making Pugh “a most 
happy man.”

Accounts of the accident vary. In sev-
eral versions, a thunderstorm came up 
and spooked the horse, which backed its 
human freight over an embankment into 
the stream. Other narrations omit the 
drama of the dark and stormy night— 
although it was dark, to be sure. The 
most descriptive account, however, is 
a story related by Elizabeth Shortlidge 
Walker, the daughter of the man Pugh 
and Valentine were visiting, and a 
witness to the evening’s events. Walker’s 
story was unearthed in 1949 when she 
was interviewed by the curator of the 
Penn State Collection in Pattee Library, 
Abbie H. Cromer ’33 Lib. 

As Cromer transcribed the interview, 
Pugh and Rebecca had left Rebecca’s 
home at Willowbank in Bellefonte to visit 
William Shortlidge, a cousin and friend 
of Pugh. The Shortlidge family lived 
in “Forge House,” a large manse built 
in 1804 that still stands on the bank of 
Logan Branch of Spring Creek. After the 
couple arrived, the Shortlidge children—
Elizabeth, then 7, and Annie, age 5—
were sent upstairs to bed, “but thrilled 
over the presence of the great College 
president in their home, they lingered 
over the upstairs rail and listened to the 
conversation.” 

Eventually, Pugh and Rebecca took 
their leave, the two daughters watching 
from an upstairs window on a “very dark 
night” as their parents saw the couple 
off. “Minutes later, from Spring Creek op-
posite Forge House, they heard a voice 
called ‘Shortlidge, come help! Shortlidge, 

come help!’ The buggy had gone off the 
ledge and into the stream below. The 
occupants were thrown out, and Evan 
Pugh’s arm was badly broken. With his 
one good arm he managed to lift the 
buggy and rescue Rebecca who had 
been rendered unconscious by the fall.” 

In Rebecca Valentine, Pugh had 
fallen for the most desirable woman in 
Centre County. Valentine was intelligent, 
beautiful, polished, and steeped in the 
ornamentals—the cultural knowledge 
and trappings (music, poetry, literature, 
languages, art, sewing, and needlepoint) 
deemed essential for well-bred Victorian 
women. Her niece and namesake, Rebec-
ca Pugh Lyon, described her as “clever, 
with a sense of humor, quick on the 
repartee and extremely attractive.” 

Rebecca has been described as “very 
intellectual.” She could speak German 
and she loved poetry, Friedrich Schiller’s 
in particular—qualities that no doubt 
attracted Pugh. For her part, Rebecca 
considered Pugh to be “a genius” and 
she wanted him to “fulfill his destiny.” 
The couple’s marriage was short-lived, 
lasting not quite three months, Pugh 
dying by the end of the following April. 

Rebecca lived until 1921, but never 
remarried, though she had prominent 
suitors knocking at her door. Her niece 
recalled that, before she met Pugh, “no 
man had been able to hold her inter-
est. After his death no other man ever 
seemed so interesting.”  

By Roger Williams, excerpted from 

Evan Pugh’s Penn State: America’s 

Model Agricultural College, published 

by the Penn State University Press.
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First, Pugh and Rebecca, his fiancée, were in a 
buggy accident on June 16th, 1863. [See “A 
Fateful Night,” opposite page.] Evan broke his 
left arm, badly. 

In July he left for Philadelphia to work with a 
very good physician at Pennsylvania Hospital. 
But his bone would not reunite, so he was told, 
“You have to keep it still; let it heal.” Long story 
short, he was gone from campus from mid-July 
to the first or second week of October. The 
students returned in August and were disturbed 
because he was their teacher for advanced 
chemistry, and without him there to teach, how 
could they graduate? 

Then there was a mysterious character, a 
certain Dr. Thompson—not to be confused with 
Moses Thompson—who was agitating with the 
trustees to remove Pugh from the presidency, 
saying he was unfit for duty or whatever. I don’t 
know exactly what his motives were. So Pugh 
had to contend with that. Nothing ever really came of 
it—Pugh pretty much had the confidence of the trustees 
early on, so that threat quickly went away. 

But at the same time, Pugh and others were picking up 
stirrings of legislators wanting to divide up the land grant 
fund. There were a bunch of bills introduced to decide 
what to do with the fund. The governor wanted to use the 
money to support the orphans and widows of Civil War 
soldiers who were killed or maimed. Some legislators 
wanted to establish separate schools of agriculture, 
engineering, and military science—each in a different 
location. Some wanted to fund the “common schools”—
the elementary schools in the state. 

PS  And there were private schools clamoring for the 
money.
There were. Allegheny College, in Crawford County, was 
one. Pennsylvania College, which is now Gettysburg. The 
Western University of Pennsylvania, which is now Pitt. 
Bucknell, which at the time was the University at Lewis-
burg. The Polytechnic College of the State of Pennsylvania, 
which no longer exists. And then of course us.

PS So like today’s university presidents, Pugh was 
doing battle with the legislature.
He was. He went down and gave a major statement to the 
legislature on March 3, 1864, and he said, basically, “You’re 
either going to give to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

one grand institution that aligns with the purpose of this 
federal legislation, or you’re going to split this up and have 
a bunch of petty institutions coming to you every year 
saying, ‘We need more money.’” He made a pretty 
compelling case. But I think he also, because he had such 
an ambitious vision, probably angered some legislators, 
who thought, This is way too much money for a single 
institution. What’s he trying to do up there in Centre 
County? So he made a few enemies, got some criticism. 
But he had this incredible vision. No one else in this 
country had that kind of vision for how to get these kind of 
schools up and running on the right track. 

PS Pugh died just a month later. Do you believe that 
the stress of all the legislative goings-on may have 
led to his death?
I think that played a role, along with overwork, and the 
broken arm and its slow healing. Then somehow he picked 
up the typhoid bacterium. He probably had a weakened 
immune system. He collapsed on Friday, April 22nd, as he 
was writing a protest to the legislature. He managed to 
rally and complete his final chemistry lecture, and then he 

THE HOUSE THAT PUGH BUILT
Pugh designed and oversaw construction on a two-story house to serve 
as the president's residence. He died before it was fi nished, but Penn 
State presidents from 1864 through 1970 lived there. Today it's part of 
the Hintz Family Alumni Center. (The photo here is from the early 1870s.)

EVAN PUGH founding father
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went to his bed in the College Building, and then the next 
day, a friend took him down to Bellefonte, where Rebecca 
was. She wasn’t living with him, because there were not 
adequate facilities for that on campus. So he was taken 
down there, and as he left, he told his friend, “I am tired. 
My brain is tired. But I have a body that can stand every-
thing.” But that didn’t happen. He died the following 
Friday. 

PS What became of Rebecca Pugh?
They had gotten married on February 4th of that year. She 
was quite a woman; she was the daughter of a wealthy 
landowner and ironmaster, and she was a very intelligent 
and cultured young woman. She spoke German, as did 
Pugh. Her family were also Welsh Quakers, and Pugh was 
a Welsh Quaker. So I think intellectually, they were 
sympatico, and it wouldn’t have been easy to find your 
intellectual equal here in remote central Pennsylvania in 
the 1860s. But she was just absolutely distraught by Pugh’s 
death. She wore the watch that he gave her as a wedding 
present for the rest of her life. She remained a widow, and 
she was never really happy again, according to those who 
knew her. She lived until 1921—so she was a bride of three 
months, a widow of 57 years. 

PS And what became of Penn State after Pugh?
Things began to unravel. After Pugh, the legislation that he 
was fighting against didn’t go through, because of 
procedural matters. In February of 1867 came legislation 
that finally dedicated the land grant to the Agricultural 
College of Pennsylvania. So for all intents and purposes, it 
was settled, and Pugh was vindicated. But he was almost 
three years dead by that time. 

Then you had the succession of five presidencies 
afterwards. They went to William Allen, the president of 
Girard College, and brought him here, and he just wasn’t 
suited to the place. And his wife didn’t like it here. He 
didn’t last here long, and he went back to being president 
at Girard. Next they gave the presidency to John Fraser, a 
mathematics professor on the faculty, but things didn’t go 
as planned with that, either. Then they brought in Thomas 
Burrowes, who had quite a reputation as an educator. He 
was one of the founders of the Common School movement 
in Pennsylvania, led the department of public instruction, 
founded the Pennsylvania School Journal. His selection 
angered a lot of the agricultural constituency, because he 
wasn’t an agricultural scientist. He did try to get the school 
back closer to its agricultural roots, and he instituted the 

Harvest Home festivals, which were the forerunner of 
Homecoming. Then in the winter of 1871, he took some of 
the students out to Bear Meadows on a camping trip, and 
he caught pneumonia and died. 

The next president was James Calder, who was a 
Methodist minister, a Pennsylvania native, and the 
president of Hillsdale College in Michigan. He was here 
for eight years, and, long story short, he could never get 
the place going in the right direction. Then they brought in 
Joseph Shortlidge, who was president of the Maplewood 
Institute in Chester County. He lasted nine months. He 
didn’t have a clue about how to run a place like this, and 
he was basically run out of town on a rail. The trustees, to 
their everlasting credit, did a pretty rigorous search and 
got George Atherton of Rutgers, who was not a scientist, 
but he knew what the land grant institution needed to do 
and to be. He did everything right. By the time he died in 
1906, our enrollment was about 800, with new buildings 
and new schools. He put an emphasis on technology and 
engineering, and we were one of the top producers of 
engineers at the turn of the 20th century. Atherton was 
essentially our second founder. 

PS  What was your big takeaway from your research 
for the book? What sticks with you the most about 
Evan Pugh?
It sounds mundane, but actually his vision. He had this 
plan to fit himself as a scientist in order to create this 
model institution. He left Chester County in 1853, at the 
age of 25, and he was going to study for a number of years 
in Germany, France, and England. And he carried out that 
plan almost to the letter. Evan Pugh was the toast of the 
continent—he was elected a fellow of the London Chemi-
cal Society, and his patrons at the Rothamsted Experimen-
tal Station in England wanted him to stay. But he insisted 
on going back to build this model agricultural college in 
Pennsylvania. Later, he was twice offered the position of 
chief chemist for the new U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
and he turned it down. He said, “My duty and my destiny 
lie here,” building this college. 

Roger Williams retired in 2015 as executive director of the Alumni 
Association. His new book, Evan Pugh’s Penn State: America’s Model 
Agricultural College, will be published in March by the Penn State 
University Press. He’s also the author of The Origins of Federal Sup-
port for Higher Education: George W. Atherton and the Land-Grant 
College Movement (Penn State Press, 1991).
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STALWARTS OF THE SCENE
Velveeta, whose current lineup 
includes (from left) Brent Martin, 
John “B ones” Harper, Brian Kriley, 
and John Matthews, has been 
playing crowd-pleasing ’80s covers 
for nearly 25 years.

T
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You might not know
the names, but you 

remember the faces—
and the songs. Meet the 

alumni musicians who 
provided the soundtrack

for some of the best 
nights of your life. 

By RYAN JONES ’95 COM
Photos by CARDONI

THE 
SOUND 

OF 
DOWN 
TOWN
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Playing the Blues
From 1985–99, Mark Ross ’83 Lib was the “hot dog guitarist” playing 
raucous blues in Queen Bee and the Blue Hornet Band. He has since worked 
as a children’s music specialist at Penn State’s Family and Child Development 
Lab, opened a downtown guitar shop (Alley Cat Music), and begun designing 
his own guitars and amps. Today, he plays a “more sophisticated” style with 
Miss Melanie and the Valley Rats, but he'll still stroll through the crowd during 
the occasional solo. “Maybe,” he laughs, “once every 50 gigs or so.”
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Professor By Day...
“It happens every week,” says Molly Countermine ’12 PhD H&HD. “Someone who 
had my class when they were 18 goes to the Phyrst when they turn 21, sees me, 
and goes, ‘Oh my god!’” A professor in human develoment and family studies, 
Countermine is descended from local music royalty (her parents helped start the 
Phyrst Phamly) and has sung with Pure Cane Sugar and her own band, Maxwell 
Strait. You can catch her Fridays at the Phyrst with Ted McCloskey and the Hi-Fi’s.
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The Piano Man
Bill Filer jokes that he’s been in “hundreds of bands and done eight million side 
gigs,” but it’s his long-running solo act, playing requests at the Allen Street Grill’s 
piano bar, for which Filer ’76 Eng is best known. “Some people look down their 
nose at playing covers,” he says, “but people want to come and have a good time. 
They don’t want my ego, and I'm OK with that.” But other local musicians do want 
his ear: He’s “recorded just about everybody” at the studio he built in his home.
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He’s Got The Beat
His fi rst local band was a “punk-funk power trio” called The Jaws, and Daryl 
Branford laughs when he admits “we weren't very good.” In the time since, 
Branford ’96 A&A has kept time for just about every great band in town, from 
Out of the Blue to Pluv, Sideshow Bob to Original Soul Project, to his current 
gigs with Pure Cane Sugar and Ted and the Hi-Fi’s. Of the local scene, he says, 
“It really is like a big family, which is great. Everybody supports each other.”
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Prolifi c 
Power
He made his name on the local 
scene as a founding member 
of late-’90s favorites Sideshow 
Bob, and Ted McCloskey ’90 
Com hasn't slowed down since. 
The singer and guitarist gigs 
regularly with his band the 
Hi-Fi’s, writes with longtime 
musical collaborator Molly 
Countermine, and recently 
released his ninth record, Last 
Flower Standing.

Your
Musical 
Heroes
For My Hero Zero frontman
Jason Olcese ’06 Lib, every 
show is a chance to justify why 
the band is worth the price of 
admission. “People don’t need 
to go see a band to be enter-
tained,” he says, “so we try to 
get them involved in the show 
as much as we can.” The band, 
which includes guitarist Mike 
Lee ’95 Lib, drummer Jordan 
Thompson ’13 Lib, and bassist 
Greg Folsom ’95 Com , plays to 
big Penn State crowds in D.C., 
Philly, and Pittsburgh. They’re 
also a fi xture at THON.
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From their first gig at the Brewery in 1995, 
the guys in Velveeta knew they were on to 
something. “We wanted to see if we could 
play songs that no one would touch—‘Come 
On Eileen,’  ‘Jessie’s Girl,’ stuff that was 
considered very uncool,” says bassist John 
Matthews ’94 Agr. It turns out they could, 
and with a current lineup that includes 
founding members Brian Kriley ’93 Sci 
(center) and keyboardist Brent Martin ’93 
Com (right), they continue to play their 
“’80s cheese” for Penn Staters everywhere.

“Original  
Un-Originals”
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The  
Natural
She was a Penn State senior—and oh by the 
way, a captain on the field hockey team—
before Natalie Berrena Race ’06, ’08 Lib 
finally got up the nerve to play in front of an 
audience. “I loved it,” she says of that first 
solo set at The Brewery. “It was something I 
always wanted to do. And then I didn’t want 
to stop.” Race splits her time now between 
singing with Pure Cane Sugar and fronting 
Raven and the Wren, where she has a 
chance to showcase her original songs.
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For more on on the early days and inspirations of your favorite State 
College bands, search “local music” at pennstatermag.com.

Moving the Crowd
Jeff  Tomrell got his start DJ’ing parties in college, so when he decided to form a 
band, he off ered his bandmates a simple insight: “Everybody just wants to go out 
and dance. If a DJ can do it, why can’t we?” As the leader of high-energy cover 
band Go Go Gadjet, Tomrell ’06 Bus has stayed true to that mindset even as the 
band has expanded beyond State College. But its heart remains in Happy Valley: 
In February, they played THON’s closing spot for the ninth year in a row. 
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DESIGNED TO DOMINATE,  
BUILT TO LAST  

Penn State wrestling’s rise to national dynasty  
is no accident, the result instead of hard work, long-term  

vision, and a surprising amount of fun.
By Dana Pennett O’Neil ’90 Com

lae
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oversees the Nittany Lion Wrestling Club, an athlete-in-res-
idence program for former collegiate standouts that is the 
training home for some of the best in the world. And the two 
groups don’t merely coexist; they comingle, the college wres-
tlers able to test themselves against the post-grads.

Imagine being one of the top college basketball players in 
the country. Now picture being able to train, on campus, with 
Stephen Curry and LeBron James. That’s what the NLWC 
does for Penn State.

“The two just sort of go hand-in-hand,” says Varner, who 
arrived as an NLWC athlete-in-residence but now serves as 
a coach for the program. “The better Penn State does, the 
better the club does. The better the club does, the better Penn 
State does. One doesn’t exist without the other.”

And neither exists without Sanderson. He lost three match-
es at Wasatch High School in Provo, Utah, and none in four 
years at Iowa State, finishing with a career mark of 159-0 and 
four NCAA titles. A three-time national freestyle champion 
and a 2004 Olympic gold medalist, he remains the impossible 

Indiana, and Ohio later, Varner, a two-time NCAA champion 
wrestler, chugged into State College.

This was back in 2010, back before Penn State started col-
lecting wrestling championships like candy on Halloween, 
back when Cael Sanderson’s promise to “compete for a na-
tional championship every year” was just that—a promise. 
On some level, Varner’s cross-country odyssey appeared ill 
advised. For years, wrestlers had been flocking to Iowa, not 
leaving: Thanks largely to the legend of Dan Gable, a two-
time NCAA champion who coached the University of Iowa 
to a record 15 NCAA titles, the state was synonymous with 
success in the sport. Yet here was Varner, about to embark 
on a freestyle career that included serious Olympic aspirations, 
literally driving the wrong way.

Seven years and an Olympic gold medal later, it turns out 
Varner was a trailblazer.

Sanderson has built something special in State College, 
overseeing a program that has produced six team national 
titles and 16 individual crowns in eight seasons. He also 

The day after he picked up his diploma 
from Iowa State University, Jake Varner 
tossed his belongings into his 2001 GMC 
Jimmy and headed east. Fifteen hours 
and 900 miles of chewed-up Iowa, Illinois, 
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CHAMPIONS ONLY
Sanderson’s success is a draw for fellow elite  
wrestlers like Quentin Wright ’13 Bus, Phil Davis  
’08 H&HD and NLWC standout Jake Varner.
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standard bearer in the sport. As a coach, first in three seasons 
at his alma mater and now in his ninth at Penn State, he 
counts 52 All-Americans and 13 national champions.

Penn State’s ability to lure Sanderson away from his alma 
mater in 2009 is the simple answer to the complex question 
of how the Nittany Lions went, almost overnight, from  
8-12-2 the season before his arrival to a perennial powerhouse. 
“I’ve said over and over again that the biggest attraction for 
the Penn State wrestling program is the ability to match up 
with Cael,” says athletic director Sandy Barbour, who recent-
ly worked out a long-term extension with the coach. “That’s 
‘match up’ in the literal sense, on the mat, and ‘match up’  
by being able to pick his brain. It doesn’t get better.”

Plenty of fabulous athletes have failed as coaches, unable 
to teach or ill-equipped to handle the nuances of the job. 
Sanderson's smarts stretch far beyond just methods and 
moves, extending to how to build a program in totality. With 
impressive support from the university and invested alumni, 
he has totally revamped Penn State wrestling, taking a team 
that lay dormant for decades—the Lions had claimed just 
one NCAA team championship, way back in 1953, and just 
two individual champs since the turn of the millennium—and 
remolded it into the gold standard.

There is plenty of attention paid to on-the-mat skills, but 
an equal amount devoted to establishing a long-term foun-
dation. It’s the difference between building a mere team and 

building a program. “[Cael] knows what he wants for his 
athletes and he makes sure it gets accomplished,” Varner says. 
“He’s a pretty straightforward guy. He just gets things done.”

In leaving Iowa State, a move that stunned the wrestling 
community, Sanderson believed Penn State already had much 
of the foundation to succeed. Prior to his arrival, the univer-
sity had invested more than $4 million into the Lorenzo 
Wrestling Complex, a state-of-the-art practice facility that 
includes a plush lounge, spacious locker room, and 10,000 
square feet of wrestling area. In the current climate of college 
athletics, such investments are practically required. The arms 
race has reached the point of absurdity at the flagship sport 
level—Clemson’s new football facility includes a nine-hole 
mini golf course, Wiffleball field, and a nap room—but at the 
Olympic sport level, the facilities send a subtler, yet even 
more critical, message to recruits: We care about you.

There is no denying that football is the tail that wags the 
dog, but schools that treat their non-revenue sports as ap-
pendages to the power of the pigskin are doomed to fail. 
Recruiting in every sport is more cutthroat than ever, and 
savvy parents and prospects are well aware of how coveted 
they are. Sanderson has quipped that hot tubs don’t win 
national titles. But they sure do help. “You have to have the 
resources,” Barbour says. “As talented as he is, Cael was 
always going to succeed. But we have to help him as well.”

The leg up by the university frees Sanderson to do what H
U

N
T

E
R

 M
A

R
T

IN
/G

E
T

T
Y

 IM
A

G
E

S



he does best: identify and woo the best high school wrestlers 
in America. He rarely needs to search far. He knew when he 
took the job he didn’t have to establish some cross-country 
pipeline to find good wrestlers. He barely had to use a tank 
of gas: Of the 11 men who have won individual titles under 
Sanderson’s watch, six are from Pennsylvania. The current 
team counts 17 Pennsylvanians on the roster.

The numbers are the tip of the statistical iceberg that shows 
Pennsylvania’s love affair with the sport. Under the crunch 
of Title IX requirements and budgetary realities, 101 schools 
have dropped wrestling since 1989, with just 270 currently 
sponsoring the sport across all divisions. Thirty-eight of those 
270 call Pennsylvania home. No other state comes close. And 
when Amateur Wrestling News sought to determine the best 
state for the sport, using metrics including national rankings 
and state population, Pennsylvania won by a landslide.

Sanderson has likened Pennsylvania wrestling to Texas 
football, an analogy that has borne out repeatedly in his 
tenure in State College. More than 500 people were on hand 
for his introductory news conference. More than 7,000 fill 
Rec Hall for each dual meet, and season tickets are again sold 
out this season. The meet against Iowa in February filled the 
16,000-seat Bryce Jordan Center. “The love of wrestling has 
always been in place,” Sanderson says. Now, that passion 
translates to national dominance.

At the 2017 national tournament, 
the Nittany Lions won the team title before the finals even 
began, with the last five wrestlers advancing to the finals in 
succession to clinch the championship. Those five—Zain 
Retherford, Jason Nolf, Vincenzo Joseph, Mark Hall, and Bo 
Nickal—then proceeded to win individual titles as well. 

It’s probably no coincidence that four of the five—all except 
Joseph—have also competed under the NLWC banner.

Wrestling clubs like the NLWC, attached to but not tech-
nically part of college programs, have been around for years. 
But as the NCAA has eased the rules, the clubs have become 
even more critical to success. Penn State’s NLWC is among 
a handful of clubs designated an Olympic regional training 
center. To earn the distinction, the club has to meet criteria 
laid out by USA Wrestling; tantamount among them is the 
presence of at least four established national team contenders.

Those wrestlers can be part of what are called athlete-in-res-
idence programs. Through USA Wrestling, the program 
provides stipends and insurance and covers living expenses, 
allowing wrestlers to train without the strain of financial 
worry. That’s what drew Varner all those years ago to Penn 
State. Those wishing to succeed in international competitions 
and aim for Olympic glory used to be caught in the crosshairs 
of trying to find a way to train full-time, yet also pay the bills. 
The training centers take care of all of that.

“Training is a full-time job,” Varner explains. “You get up 
in the morning, work out, lift, go home, and come back for 
practice. It’s the same every day and it’s what you have to 
do to be successful at the international level.”

SETTING THE STANDARD
With six NCAA teams titles in the past seven 
years, Sanderson’s program has made Penn State 
the focal point of the college wrestling world.
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Penn State provides an especially stable base. A recent 
study by FloWrestling found that the NLWC boasts assets 
topping $5 million; that’s eight times the closest competitor, 
Iowa’s Hawkeye Club, which checks in at $700,000. Alumni 
donors who count wrestling in their own pedigree and want 
to see their alma mater atop the collegiate wrestling mountain 
have poured money into the NLWC, recognizing how the 
club takes care of the Nittany Lions.

Along with bettering the sport as a whole—something 
Sanderson advocates often—there’s no denying the self-in-
terest involved. The NLWC wrestlers—there are currently 
nine athletes in residence—practice right alongside the Nit-
tany Lions, exposing the collegiate wrestlers to competition 
they’re simply not going to see anywhere else. In the past, 
Penn State wrestlers counted Tatsuhiro Yonemitsu, a 2012 
gold medalist from Japan, and members of the U.S. Army’s 
World Class Athlete program among their training partners.

 “We have the best training partners in the world in our 
room every day. I wouldn’t say I’m intimidated as much as 
I am grateful,” says Matt McCutcheon, a senior and three-
time NCAA qualifier. “Once you compete against them, 
there’s not much better. There’s no way you can’t improve.”

Sanderson enjoyed a similar benefit in his college days, 
working against senior-level wrestlers who ranked among 
the only people who could challenge him. Still, he cautions 
that anyone who thinks that simply being near to greatness 
begets greatness is dead wrong. He has honed his recruiting 
to concentrate not merely on wrestlers who have shelves 
lined with trophies, but those who are self-motivated and 
willing to take ownership of their own careers. He wants 
recruits who aren’t caught up in who they were in high school, 
but instead focused on who they can be in college.

“Very few kids change at this level,” he says. “At this time 
of their lives, they kind of are who they are. Sometimes you 
may get a kid who maybe didn’t have the example, or didn’t 
know the best way to live and train, but for the most part, 
they already are who they are. We want kids who know the 
sport, love the sport, and have high goals, guys who are 
willing to work because they hate to lose.”

That’s how Sanderson built his own career, building on 
the teaching of his high school coach-dad and competition 
from his three brothers, and combining it with an inner drive 
that few could match. It’s how he coaches now. Sanderson is 
not a yeller, but he also doesn’t coddle, expecting his athletes 
to be in charge of their own futures, not constantly look for 
instruction from the corner. If that seems antithetical to the 
control-freak screamers seen on too many sidelines, under-
stand Sanderson has built his success, and thereby Penn 
State’s, by being a touch unorthodox.

He’s all about upsetting the norms. People figure wrestlers 
to be less than cerebral—more meathead than Mensa mem-
ber—but the well-read Sanderson is as thoughtful as he is 

FENCING
Under coach Emmanuil 
Kaidanov, Penn State 
won nine combined 

NCAA team titles 
between 1990–2002, 
including six in a row 

from 1995–2000.

WOMEN’S 
LACROSSE

A run of three straight 
USWLA national titles 
from 1978–80 included 
a perfect 17-0 season 
under coach Gillian 

Rattray in 1979.

WOMEN’S 
RUGBY

The 12-time collegiate 
champions have won 

six consecutive national 
titles, and eight of the 

last nine overall.

WOMEN’S 
SOCCER

Might as well leave the 
Big Ten trophy at Jef-
frey Field: Since 1998, 
Penn State has won 18 
of 20 regular-season 

conference titles.

FOOTBALL
Beginning in October 

1967, Joe Paterno’s 
teams went on a 

31-game unbeaten 
streak, including back-
to-back 11-0 seasons 

in 1968–69.

MEN’S 
GYMNASTICS

From 1948–65, 
legendary coach 

Gene Wettstone led 
the Nittany Lions 

to eight NCAA 
championships.

MEN’S 
SOCCER

The Nittany Lions won 
a record 11 national 

titles in the pre-NCAA 
era, including fi ve 

straight from 1936–40.

WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL
Penn State’s run of 

four straight national 
titles from 2007–10 
included an NCAA-
record 109-match
 unbeaten streak.

WINNING IS A HABIT
Cael’s Sanderson’s wrestlers are hardly 
the fi rst Penn State program to build an 

NCAA dynasty. Here, a look at some of the 
greatest runs in the history of college sports, 

courtesy of the blue and white.  —RJ
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tough. He takes his sport seriously but has no problem re-
membering it is just that—a sport. “Something mankind 
made up at some point that, in the overall scheme of things, 
isn’t that important,” he says.

As committed as he expects his athletes to be, he also 
understands that they’re college kids. Sanderson embraces 
that truth. Step into the wrestling complex before practice 
and you’re liable to run headlong into an intense game of 
“run-and-gun,” the Nittany Lions’ fierce combo of handball 
and dodgeball. Though it feeds team building in an otherwise 
individualized sport (the wrestlers are split into teams), it’s 
generally meant as a way for everyone to blow off steam 
before getting down to business.

That runs counterintuitive to how most people view wres-
tlers—intense snarlers who would rather inflict pain than 
have fun—not to mention Sanderson. At a glance, from his 
scalped dome to a jawline seemingly chiseled out of granite, 
there is nothing extra to Sanderson—not an added gram 
of fat, nor a single hair on his head. He seems to reek of 
humorlessness. In reality he’s nothing like that. Friends 
reference his dry wit and self-deprecating sense of humor: 
On the first Coaches Caravan tour in 2012, when Sanderson 
was the undeniable legend in the room, he cracked jokes 
on the podium and wore an “O’Brien’s Lions” T-shirt under 
his sports coat in deference to his traveling partner, then-new 
Penn State football coach Bill O’Brien. That’s the same balance 
he wants for his wrestlers: Spectators are sometimes stunned 
to watch pre-match warmups, when the Lions are apt to 
be smiling and laughing before the intensity of the up-
coming match.

Wrestling is fun? What a concept.
“Every guy on the team leaves the practice room smiling,” 

says Nickal. “Even if you’ve had the hardest workout of your 
life, you’ve had fun. Our coaches don’t believe fun and hard 

work are separate things.”
There is a purpose to the playtime. Wres-

tling is as individualistic as any sport can be, 
but Sanderson emphasizes the idea of team, 
for which individual titles are essentially the 
stepping stone to get the entire squad to the 
top of the podium. In matches, the focus is 
less on winning than on piling up points—
though, needless to say, the two go hand in 
hand. “The fun of wrestling is scoring those 
points,” Nickal says. “We really feed off each 
other. One guy goes out and kicks butt and 
we all want to do the same.”

It’s easier to have fun when you’re giggling 
all the way to a national title, but success can also beget stress, 
and that’s what Sanderson and the Nittany Lions are trying 
to avoid. They have worked hard to build a program with a 
solid foundation and an even brighter future, but they want 
to enjoy what they’ve achieved. That’s why they all parrot 
the same theme—that there is no defending a championship. 
Yes, the Lions last spring won their sixth NCAA title in sev-
en years, but the 2018 winner has yet to be crowned, and it’s 
there for everyone to take.

Still, there’s no denying that Penn State is setting the pace. 
This year’s team returned all five of those individual champs 
and boasts a freshman class that some have called, without 
hyperbole, the best in the history of the sport. The trouble 
with being at the top is that there is only one way to go, and 
plenty of people would love to give Penn State a nudge.

The Nittany Lions’ growth from unheralded to almost 
unbeatable has spurred the entire wrestling community, in-
vigorating dormant programs and re-energizing the old 
guard. The Lions have also provided a road map that others 
are anxious to copy. Iowa recently hired former four-time 
Hawkeye All-American Mark Perry to lead its club, not long 
after coach Tom Brands, eyeing the disparity between his 
club’s budget and Penn State’s, lamented to the Des Moines 
Register that his program is “getting whipped.”

Those are words that would have seemed impossible not 
long ago. Brands led Iowa to three straight titles from 2008–
10, giving the Hawkeyes 23 championships over a 35-year 
span. For decades, Iowa didn’t get whipped by anybody. But 
Sanderson and Penn State are not just rewriting how to build 
a winner; they’re remapping wrestling’s geography. Maybe 
Jake Varner wasn’t going the wrong way after all. 

Dana O'Neil is a senior writer covering college basketball for
The Athletic.

ONE FOR ALL
In the most individual of sports, 
Sanderson emphasizes the value 
of competing for team success.
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Your piece of 
Penn State

Make any occasion 
extraordinary by choosing 
unique wooden pieces made 
from Penn State elm trees.

The Elms Collection is a partnership between the  
 

Extraordinary Elms.

alumni.psu.edu/elms
877-778-7467
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All That Hard 
Work Down 
the Drain
The Bathtub Derby 
was once a beloved 
spring tradition at 
Penn State Berks.  
If you recognize 
any of the future 
engineers on this 
race-winning team 
from (we think)  
the early 1980s, 
drop us a line at 
heypennstater@
psu.edu.  

A L U M N I
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WHEN SHE SENT her daughter off 
to college 700 miles from home, Ty 
Taylor made a promise: “I told her, 

Since I’m not going to be there with you, 
I’m going to see what else I can do,” Taylor 
says. “It’s not enough to send your kid to school and wish 
them well. So I made that commitment.”

Taylor has followed through by becoming one of the 
Greater Chicago chapter’s most enthusiastic volunteers. After 
saying goodbye to her daughter, Mianna (now a dean’s list 
student in forensic psychology at Penn State Berks), Taylor 
attended a chapter welcome meeting in the fall of 2016 and 
immediately felt like part of the family. “They were blown 
away when they found out I was a parent, not an alum,” she 
says. “I volunteered at the very next event.”

Taylor’s “pride and passion,” as chapter president Ed 
Chicoski ’09 IST puts it, were soon on display: Without a 
ticket, Taylor drove to Indianapolis for the 2016 Big Ten 

championship game, 
and she was the first 
person in line for the 
Alumni Association’s pregame pep rally. She ended up 
meeting an alum with a spare ticket in time to catch her 
first-ever Penn State game. 

 But Taylor's connection is about much more than football. 
Whether working the merchandise table at a chapter event 
or offering advice to families trying to navigate the challenges 
of financial aid (a field she worked in earlier in her career), 
Taylor is eager to be a resource. “I try to make myself avail-
able as much as possible,” she says. “I’m not an alum, but I 
know I can contribute.”

March 13
CAPITAL DAY
Organized by the Alumni Association's 
Grassroots Network, the annual event  
in Harrisburg brings together Penn 
Staters to raise awareness of the univer-
sity's contributions to the state and rally  
for continued legislative support. For  
information, email grassroots@psu.edu.

UP & COMING 
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A Proud
Parent Joins 
the Pride
IT WASN'T UNTIL HER DAUGHTER 
ENROLLED AT PENN STATE 
THAT TY TAYLOR REALIZED SHE 
BLEEDS BLUE AND WHITE.
By Ryan Jones ’95 Com

March 27
PRESIDENT'S CONCERT
Philadelphia's Kimmel Center plays host to 
this year's concert, which features student 
musicians from Penn State's concert choir, 
philharmonic orchestra, and symphonic 
wind ensemble. The annual showcase is 
hosted by President Eric Barron and the 
Alumni Association.

TWITTER
@pennstatealums

FACEBOOK
Penn State Alumni Association

INSTAGRAM
@pennstatealums

WEBSITE
alumni.psu.eduCONNECT
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WHEN SAQUON WENT MISSING, we started 
to worry. Thankfully, it wasn’t the real 
Saquon Barkley who disappeared from 
our pre-Fiesta Bowl pep rally, but a 
cardboard cut-out of the Lions’ star 
running back that has been a favorite of 
fans at Alumni Association road-game 
events the past two years. Thankfully, 
Saquon’s life-sized likeness was returned 
to our staff hotel the night before the 
game—a minor hiccup with a happy 
outcome, and just one memorable 
moment from our trip to Phoenix for the 
2017 Fiesta Bowl.

The official Alumni Association Bowl 
Tour kicked off two days before the game 
with a welcome reception at MacDonald 
Ranch, an authentic western setting with 

a barbeque cookout, wagon rides, and  
the chance to learn proper cowboy 
technique on everything from a mechan- 
ical bull to calf-roping on horseback. 

The next day, thousands of fans 
gathered in Old Town Scottsdale for  
a pep rally with the Blue Band and 
cheerleaders, and a special appearance 
from James Franklin and his players. 
Then, game day: After taking over the 
nearby entertainment district for a 
rollicking tailgate, fans headed over to 
University of Phoenix Stadium to watch 
the Lions’ 35-28 victory over Washing-
ton. And while the real Saquon will be 
dazzling NFL audiences next fall, his 
cardboard cut-out made it back to Happy 
Valley intact.

 ROUNDUP 
YORK & LANCASTER 
COUNTY CHAPTERS
Some friendly competi-
tion between neighboring 
chapters will benefit a great 
cause. A joint happy hour 
in March will serve as a 
fundraiser for Lion's Pantry, 
the food bank at University 
Park. The social will be held 
at McCleary’s Irish Pub in 
Marietta, Pa., on March 14. 
Non-perishable food items 
can be donated there, or 
at the Bradley Building at 
Penn State York. 

CAPITAL AREA  
CHAPTER
A Toast to Four Diamonds, 
a chocolate-themed fund-
raiser, will be held March 
23 at the Hershey Lodge. 
Special guests include 
2017 Miss Pennsylvania 
(and Blue Band alum) Katie 
Schreckengast and former 
football player Jordan Hill 
'13 H&HD.

ATLANTA CHAPTER
More than 100 Penn Staters 
got all dressed up in late 
January for the 11th annual 
Diamonds Over Georgia 
THON fundraiser. The black-
tie affair featured Creamery 
ice cream shipped in just for 
the occasion.

 A Memorable Fiesta
A LATE-DECEMBER TRIP TO ARIZONA MEANT SUN, FUN,  

AND A THRILLING FINISH ON THE FOOTBALL FIELD.  By Ryan Jones ’95 Com
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1950s
Francisca Meyer Ewalt ’58
Donald E. Wermlinger ’58

1960s
Gerald I. Carp ’60
Peter R. Pisaneschi ’60
Robert R. Canfield ’61
Neil W. Turner ’61
Stephen B. Klein ’62
David J. Yamarik ’63
Margaret E. Holmes ’64
Okey L. Reese ’66
Erik L. Andersen ’67
Nancy L. Dean ’67
Ted J. Sebastianelli ’69

1970s
John P. Bisbing ’70
Michael D. Shlakman ’70
William T. Vecere ’70
George C. Kuhn ’71
Pamela A. Overberger ’71
Edward A. Ray Jr. ’71
John W. Talley Jr. ’71
Kathryn Ventrone-Schweda ’71
Walter B. Armstrong ’72
Barbara Della-Croce Eshenour ’72
John E. Glantz ’72
Kenneth R. Mathis ’72
Nancy P. Quinn ’72
Edward L. Bellinger ’73
Daniel A. Marks Jr. ’73
Christine A. Weber ’73
Carol S. Cavey ’74

   WE’RE NO. 1
We welcome the newest life members of the Penn 
State Alumni Association—the largest dues-paying 
alumni association in the nation. We have more 
than 174,000 members, of whom nearly 115,000 
are life members.

(Note: This list refl ects those who have completed all payments on their life memberships.)

Lewis F. DeAngelis Jr. ’74
Craig A. Fasnacht ’74
Patricia A. Hanawalt ’74
George K. Wallace Jr. ’74
Brian E. Doll ’75
Richard J. Hall ’75
Lorraine D. Bias ’76
Nino Campagna ’76
Edward J. Golanka ’76
Dennis L. Hainley ’76
Joan Moser Hall ’76
William A. Homich ’76
Lily S. Hsu ’76
John A. Lease ’76
Barbara L. Lightner ’76
Edward J. Rafter ’76
Douglas R. Wilburne ’76
Michele G. Zenkowich ’76
Denise L. Doyle ’77
Ann H. Gold ’77
Larry Abdo ’78
Eileen Keeney Baust ’78
Celia A. Booth ’78
Nelson Davies ’78
Gregory Dick ’78
Leo A. Erario ’78
Melanie B. Harrow ’78
Jay A. Kasmer ’78
Joanne Wagner Krzemien ’78
John B. Neborak ’78
Jeffrey A. Payne ’78
Diana Seufert ’78
Deborah C. Wachter ’78
John M. Wolfe ’78
William R. Babetski ’79

Stacy Hesse Fisher ’79
Deborah A. Godshall ’79
Rita M. Johnson ’79
Karen Coniglio Jones ’79
Michael W. Litowkin ’79
William P. Macon ’79
Joseph A. Navin Jr. ’79
Julie Kowalski Nichols ’79
Bert J. Olechnowicz ’79
John M. Pisarcik ’79
Anne M. Smith ’79
Kim R. Triscuit ’79
Dane W. West ’79

1980s
Stephen D. Bertsch ’80
Thomas P. Blair ’80
Jeffrey B. Daniels ’80
Susan A. Houck ’80
Robert L. Manzinger ’80
Julia B. McElfish ’80
Joleen B. Olechnowicz ’80
Sandra Cline Troester ’80
David B. Watson ’80
Brian W. Carlin ’81
Maureen B. Earley ’81
Joseph H. Frantz Jr. ’81
Jeffrey L. Harding ’81
Arthur M. Krawitz ’81
Gregory M. Krzemien ’81
Ronald C. Lutz ’81
Diane Gardiner Navin ’81
Michael D. Quinn ’81
Donald F. Skerpon ’81
Debora Walp Spamer ’81

David N. Witter ’81
Lou Ann Cargnel Witter ’81
Donald F. Ziter ’81
Jeffrey J. Baker ’82
Katherine Androutsopoulos

Balouris ’82
Elaine Cott Bennis ’82
Steven A. Bennis ’82
Stephanie Gregg Brondani ’82
Jay M. DeFinis ’82
Enrico A. Della Corna ’82
David S. Despres ’82
Ellen E. Feinstein ’82
Cindy B. Harding ’82
Marina Johnson ’82
Wendi A. Keeler ’82
Steven R. Mannon ’82
Conan S. McManus ’82
Jan E. Snyder ’82
David P. Steitz ’82
Mary A. Waltz ’82
Patricia M. Curtin White ’82
Dennis L. Youchison ’82
Paul F. Armbruster Jr. ’83
Charles O. Bauroth ’83
Selina Bendock ’83
Kenneth A. Caplin ’83
Jeffrey A. Conrad ’83
Kathleen A. Ford ’83
Janice Fullerton ’83
Denise Lehman Garman ’83
Elizabeth A. Hinkle ’83
Diane M. Irwin ’83
Stephanie D. Knarr ’83
Matthew J. Koch ’83
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Nelda Rivera Quinn ’83
Delmas Seese ’83
William S. Shaw ’83
Neil S. Squier ’83
Marcella L. Stapleton ’83
Ira Star ’83
Nancy Tajjioui ’83
James W. Thomas ’83
Brian G. Thompson ’83
James W. Ware ’83
Anita Ferraco Woodman ’83
Gregory J. Woodman ’83
Bruce J. Begin ’84
Charles T. Bosch III ’84
Nancy Mishkin Caplin ’84
Thomas C. Clark ’84
Gregory G. Coppola ’84
Susan L. Crocker ’84
Kenneth E. Cumer Jr. ’84
Mary Louise Fellin Ebinger ’84
Maria Martino Evans ’84
Donald C. Fetzer Jr. ’84
Galen J. George ’84
Sally Weinbrom Kram ’84
Christopher P. Kretschman ’84
Gregory E. Light ’84
David W. McLaughlin ’84
Francis Nardo ’84
Claire L. Neville ’84
Lawrence R. Palmer Jr. ’84
Amy L. Pillitteri ’84
Steven D. Schmidt ’84
Wendy A. Thomas ’84
Stanley Thompson ’84
Jerry M. Wade II ’84
Douglas W. Welch ’84
Matthew T. Zimmerman ’84
Daniel A. Bennett Jr. ’85
Susan Grubb Bosak ’85
Linda Vukela Della Corna ’85
Elizabeth A. Fitzpatrick ’85
James D. Hilty ’85
Kathryn Cooper Light ’85
Jesse A. Mantel ’85
Deborah R. McGlynn ’85
Wendy G. Metzger ’85
Michael W. Moulton ’85
Gary Neights ’85
Sharon L. Potteiger ’85
Colleen M. Rafferty ’85
Philip A. Sechler ’85
Thomas J. Selecky ’85
David H. Stapleton ’85
Scott A. Stout ’85
Stephen W. VanDolsen ’85
Lisa D. Weaver ’85
John F. Amrhein ’86
Matthew J. Arrowsmith ’86
Leanne A. Borgen-Petrak ’86
Patrice E. Butler ’86
Elizabeth Bragunier Carty ’86

Grace Ryser Conlon ’86
David J. Daigle ’86
Paul H. Diegelman ’86
Debra M. Gross ’86
Rafael J. Guastavino Jr. ’86
Jennifer G. Hahn ’86
Christine M. Jenkins ’86
M. Eric Johnson ’86
Steven A. Kalodner ’86
Kevin L. Lapp ’86
Paul M. McLean ’86
Simon R. Moore ’86
Maura Powers Moulton ’86
Duane L. Musser ’86
Judy A. Rabedeau ’86
Thomas L. Rudy Jr. ’86
Hal S. Sadoff ’86
Scott J. Saff ’86
Mark T. Stadler ’86
Lewis E. Stern ’86
Jeffrey W. Stout ’86
Deirdre K. Thornlow ’86
Tawn Cerra Ulrich ’86
Ruth M. Baines ’87
Shelley K. Bamonte ’87
Robert A. Biertempfel ’87
David W. Carman ’87
Karen E. Carman ’87
Thomas A. Dougherty III ’87
Amy J. Elliott ’87
John C. Felag ’87
Thomas E. Fitzsimmons ’87
Scott W. Foor ’87
Daniel B. Gordon ’87
Dellann Marie Harvey ’87
Robert J. Holsberger ’87
Alfred A. Lizza ’87
Jennifer L. Long ’87
Gerard S. Lubinsky ’87
Daniel J. Mancuso ’87
Carole I. Mantel ’87
Eric M. Maskrey ’87
Keith W. Maurer ’87
David A. Neumann ’87
Sharon Neff Neumann ’87
Linda M. O’Connor ’87
Mary Catherine Seibert ’87
Tanya M. Seyfert ’87
Tracy Moriarty Smith ’87
Mary Elizabeth Sperry ’87
John C. Wandrisco ’87
Paul J. Wesolowski ’87
Kimberly Zehner-Fitzgerald ’87
Patricia A. Antonik ’88
Brenda Wallace Balta ’88
Wayne C. Bechtel ’88
Kim I. Brown ’88
John M. Cory Jr. ’88
Jeffrey A. Dittus ’88
Susan M. Dutilly ’88
Tim P. Ennis ’88

Ashley D. Evans ’88
Jacqueline R. Foor ’88
Michele J. Gausman ’88
Joel A. Gorenstein ’88
Denise J. Grabner ’88
Brian L. Hampton ’88
Danelle Scanzoni Jameson ’88
D. Matthew Jameson III ’88
Mark M. Jarek ’88
Stanley J. Kocon ’88
Timothy J. LaClair ’88
Judith A. Lizza ’88
Elizabeth Davis Loughran ’88
Jeffrey T. Mcguire ’88
Matthew J. O’Rourke ’88
Daniel S. Parlak ’88
Leann Lynn Parmenter ’88
Craig A. Rubendall ’88
Kevin J. Sabolcik ’88
Anthony C. Shukausky ’88
Terri R. Soaries ’88
Joseph L. Tarszowicz ’88
Anand C. Thakur ’88
Susan K. Thompson ’88
Marc A. Topaz ’88
Ray G. Toth ’88
Daniel R. Tulp Jr. ’88
Thomas A. Tyler ’88
Vickey A. Wright-Smith ’88
Keith A. Zajdowicz ’88
John C. Barnhart ’89
Diane E. Barrett ’89
Gary A. Brassart ’89
Matthew W. Brown ’89
Douglas J. Corselius ’89
John M. de Jesus ’89
Jeffrey D’Italia ’89
Timothy D. Eisel ’89
Rona Greenberg Epstein ’89
Bradley J. Forsythe ’89
Elisabeth J. Goodwin ’89
Steven E. Greenberg ’89
Mark P. Gutekunst ’89
J. Andrew Hansz ’89
Dorothy R. Kearsey ’89
Patricia S. Maskrey ’89
Kathleen N. Moon ’89
Danielle J. Moser ’89
Glen M. O’Connor ’89
Kimberly J. O’Rourke ’89
Thomas B. Peterman ’89
Steven Petrakis ’89
Jeffrey W. Rohrbaugh ’89
Rose Mary Schooler ’89
Randy A. Schreckengast ’89
Elizabeth Silberman ’89
Jeffrey L. Silberman ’89
Marcia R. Sweitzer ’89
Curt R. Thompson ’89
Jacqueline S. Topaz ’89
Scott R. Turer ’89

Stephanie C. Wesolowski ’89
Jacob R. Zuidema Jr. ’89

1990s
Christine N. Carlino ’90
Julianne K. Clarke ’90
Michael DelBiondo ’90
Christopher L. Duerwachter ’90
Thomas E. Ellis ’90
Jesse D. Eyer ’90
Michael D. Faust ’90
Michelle Olson Festa ’90
Daniel H. Fisher ’90
Shawn A. Gill ’90
John R. Hawn ’90
Pamela A. Kulbeik ’90
Dawn G. Kyle ’90
Dennis A. Luzier ’90
Lisa C. Mann ’90
Anthony J. Mayo ’90
Esther H. Northrup ’90
John D. Perock ’90
Sean P. Post ’90
Jeanne M. Repage ’90
Eddie Scheck ’90
Lisa Golubiewski Schwarz ’90
Eric L. Steadle ’90
Paul J. Supinski ’90
Carol D. Thomas ’90
Kelly S. Turer ’90
Carol Viglione-Contino ’90
Leah A. Wagenbrenner ’90
Gretta Kumar Armstrong ’91
Michelle R. Bilia ’91
Ralph J. Clapp ’91
Michael D. Costabile ’91
Sonya Laubscher Cox ’91
Brendan J. Duffy ’91
Daryl E. Festa ’91
Leah Bailey Gibbons ’91
Michael T. Gibbons ’91
Reed W. Goodwin ’91
Richard J. Gosnell ’91
Suzanne M. Graney ’91
Julian E. Gray ’91
John H. Hochreither ’91
Vivek Kapur ’91
Christine M. Langan ’91
Robert J. Narracci ’91
Vipul S. Parekh ’91
Mark J. Rossano ’91
Diane Saffioti Rowls ’91
Anthony J. Scarpino Jr. ’91
Todd D. Schonherz ’91
Howard Schwartz ’91
Michael J. Sher ’91
Robin M. Sherwood ’91
Ronald W. Silinskie ’91
Thomas M. Skinner ’91
Douglas C. Smith ’91
Anne M. Warren ’91
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Jane C. Altemose ’92
Daniel L. Berlin ’92
Joel D. Brous ’92
Kathy E. Casarin ’92
James J. Contino ’92
Sherry L. DelGrosso ’92
Reed D. Hankinson ’92
Dawn Marie S. Happ ’92
Sagarika Kanjilal ’92
Matthew M. Koster ’92
Tammy J. Lane ’92
Tina M. Martin ’92
Wendy W. Pellinger ’92
Matthew A. Raschke ’92
Venkateshwar K. Reddy ’92
Rodney S. Ridley Sr. ’92
Christine M. Scott ’92
Ann M. Stacey ’92
Tuan Tram ’92
Corinne Waitlevertch ’92
Joseph R. Waitlevertch ’92
Sherry L. Wildasin ’92
Warren L. Wray Jr. ’92
Tracey D. Baker ’93
David S. Bull ’93
Christopher D. Chichilitti ’93
Dax Daisley ’93
Thomas G. Davis ’93
Laura Muns Evangelista ’93
Matthew S. Evangelista ’93
Michael T. Ferrence ’93
Lorna Miles Fiscor ’93
Jennifer M. Horn ’93
Elena M. Jacobs ’93
Lara Delattre Kauffman ’93
Todd A. Keefer ’93
Todd E. Kline ’93
Heng Soon Lee ’93
Christopher T. Lindsay ’93
Dana L. Lynch ’93
Karen L. Maczura ’93
Mark R. McKenzie ’93
Rachel Fulginiti McLaughlin ’93
Robert F. McLaughlin Jr. ’93
Lynne A. McMullen ’93
Amy L. Mercurio ’93
Marc Mercurio ’93
James T. Michell Jr. ’93
David E. Morris ’93
Chad S. Phillips ’93
Tanya M. Raschke ’93
Andrew P. Rickert ’93
Heloise J. Ridley ’93
Joseph P. Schwarz ’93
Randall D. Shine ’93
Adam M. Sukenick ’93
Lisa M. Thompson ’93
Matthew S. Weaver ’93
Eric A. Wein ’93
Jonathan M. Berkey ’94
Cindy M. Brown ’94

Richard M. Brown Jr. ’94
Daniel E. Canzano ’94
Chris J. Duplass ’94
Tina Savant Duplass ’94
Lon J. Gerber ’94
Ryan E. Gilbert ’94
Robert A. Hall ’94
Matthew J. Johnson ’94
Eric S. Kershner ’94
Anton J. Lieb ’94
Shih-Yu Lin ’94
Richard A. Maczura ’94
Amy McVicker ’94
Christopher R. Proulx ’94
Andrew A. Schnure ’94
Scott G. Stanley ’94
Jeffrey J Steinberg ’94
Chad R. Vanderslice ’94
David E. Wolfe ’94
Alisha L. Youch ’94
Susan G. Amundsen ’95
William C. Ayers ’95
Arian Blanco ’95
Timothy A. Burchett ’95
Nicholas Casale II ’95
Chloe Cheng ’95
John M. DeAngelo ’95
Brian D. Devine ’95
Phillip M. Douglass ’95
Audrey N. Dreibelbis ’95
John E. Dreibelbis III ’95
Mark R. Ferguson ’95
Angela M. Flannery ’95
Philip E. Frigm Jr. ’95
Rebecca J. Frisco ’95
Christopher J. Hartline ’95
Gordon L. Kauffman ’95
Derek N. Mandichak ’95
Shawn M. Minkey ’95
Jonah C. Mull ’95
Gina Eicher Narracci ’95
Brandon R. Opre ’95
Celeste L. Ottena ’95
Susannah Persak ’95
Rachel A.S. Proulx ’95
Michael J. Sabatini ’95
James L. Snyder ’95
Adam S. Sonn ’95
Jon M. Sonsteby ’95
Lara E. Steiner ’95
Whitnie D. Storey ’95
Evan N. Wolkofsky ’95
Robyn M. Wolkofsky ’95
Joshua C. Woolsey ’95
Michelle E. Woolsey ’95
A. Christine Wright ’95
Darin E. Boots ’96
Matthew A. Campbell ’96
Patrick Chittester ’96
Bryan C. Coopey ’96
Eric Goldstein ’96

Nicholas P. Grace ’96
Elizabeth Palena Hall ’96
Michael J. Humen ’96
Patrick K. Kiley ’96
Gina L. Kilpela ’96
Kathleen L. Lamont ’96
Douglas J. Levine ’96
Timothy A. Messner ’96
Susan H. Miller ’96
John R. Ninosky ’96
Allison Menges Orman ’96
Pravesh K. Patel ’96
Joanne R. Ryder ’96
David R. Schmuck ’96
Joseph M. Schnur ’96
Dana M. Sipper ’96
Christopher P. Skaluba ’96
Brandi L. Smith ’96
Earl F. Smith III ’96
George H. Stewart Jr. ’96
Matthew J. Tuliback ’96
Douglas W. Barbin ’97
Andrea R. Bolling ’97
Scott M. Bowles ’97
Michael A. Brazill ’97
Chantel M. Castle ’97
Melissa G. Consorte ’97
Attracta M. Coopey ’97
Vincent J. D’Ambrosio ’97
Conchita N. Dixon ’97
Constance D. Fitzgerald ’97
Harold Gutierrez ’97
Jason F. Kepner ’97
Kris J. Kingsbury ’97
Stephanie M. Krzywanski ’97
Jodi L. Lloyd ’97
Amy L. Lockefeer ’97
Tara Lynn Marshall ’97
Michael J. Maurer ’97
Anil V. Nanduri ’97
Thomas D. Patterson ’97
Arthur C. Saunders ’97
Jason J. Schrecengost ’97
William C. Shank ’97
Christopher B. Snyder ’97
Adam M. Sokolic ’97
Terrence P. Storey ’97
Jason E. Troilo ’97
Jessica A. Vannasdall ’97
Ian T. Walters ’97
Eric J. Williamson ’97
Clinton T. Barkdoll ’98
Christy L. Boots ’98
Julie L. Boyd ’98
Jonathan L. Clark ’98
Paul M. Consorte ’98
William R. Cramer ’98
Amy E. Cummings ’98
Jarrett S. Cummings ’98
Kristen L. DePoe ’98
Tyson P. DePoe ’98

Christa Dougher ’98
Michael J. Duncan ’98
Michele V. Ednock ’98
Steven R. Ellis ’98
Amanda M. Flowers ’98
Michael A. Giglotti Jr. ’98
Amy L. Graham ’98
Kristen R. Hale ’98
Karen L. Hill ’98
Brian S. Hsi ’98
Erwin Kindangen ’98
David J. King ’98
Crystal A. Markley ’98
Scott S. Mathis ’98
Alexander M. Mecum ’98
Erin C. Miller ’98
Janelle Fleming Miller ’98
Dawn-Marie Moyer ’98
Lois M. Obrock ’98
Douglas J. Ostrosky ’98
Joy C. Pasquarelli ’98
Laura L. Payne ’98
Derek K. Poon ’98
Jing C. Qian ’98
John M. Repko II ’98
Jennifer J. Scheffer ’98
Bryan J. Schomer ’98
Pamela A. Strauss ’98
Amy H. Walters ’98
Robert A. Walters Jr. ’98
Ming Zhang ’98
Melissa M. Bianco ’99
Sheenell M. Brown ’99
Timothy A. Brubaker ’99
Maureen P. Civitello ’99
Renee L. Dean ’99
Timothy M. Egenrieder ’99
Katarzyna Kavulak Ferraro ’99
Richard E. Ferraro ’99
Meghan Flanagan-Filoon ’99
Lisa A. Gilmore ’99
Raymond K. Gilmore Jr. ’99
Cristina M. Gonzalez ’99
William J. Graham ’99
John E. Hartgen ’99
Christine M. Heffernan ’99
Anthony G. Helwig ’99
Heather L. Hsi ’99
Michael L. Jones ’99
Sharon R. Kepner ’99
Jill R. Kerr ’99
Edwin J. Kilpela Jr. ’99
Nathan P. Lasut ’99
Edward E. Leon ’99
Robert Michel ’99
Tara E. Nealon ’99
Bernadette W. Placky ’99
Matthew T. Placky ’99
Daniela C. Regier ’99
Stacia L. Rymarchyk ’99
Leonard L. Singel Jr. ’99
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Allison Spear Snyder ’99
Geoffrey W. Springfield ’99
Thomas P. Weston Jr. ’99

2000s
Matthew J. Ardire ’00
Matthew G. Bingaman ’00
Grant K. Borbridge ’00
Jeanette M. Bourdeau-Ott ’00
Christopher M. Bowers ’00
Kenya M. Crosson ’00
Nicole A. DiVittore ’00
Matthew R. Galluppi ’00
Michele C. Galluppi ’00
Jordan T. Gundeck ’00
Jaclyn M. Hoosier ’00
Roderick L. Lee ’00
Bradley J. Moist ’00
Joseph Nastri Jr. ’00
Bradley W. Ott ’00
David E. Paden ’00
Jason A. Pulaski ’00
Liujian Qian ’00
Jonathan Y. Ring ’00
James H. Scott ’00
Jessica S. Shive ’00
Jeremiah J. Underhill ’00
Scott M. Williams ’00
Matthew M. Zabowski ’00
Alison Achey ’01
Nicholas C. Albanese ’01
Shaun M. Anderson ’01
Robert M. Arnoldi ’01
Sarah A. Bacon ’01
Andrew Batchelet ’01
Cheryl M. Beaman ’01
Brian D. Berlew ’01
Phillip C. Boinske Jr. ’01
Christopher W. Brunner ’01
Christian D. Collins ’01
Nicholas G. Coval ’01
Tracey A. Dreby ’01
Mark J. Esoldo ’01
Kathleen K. Frost ’01
Shawn M. Furl ’01
Richard J. Hafer ’01
Kristopher R. Hall ’01
Arthur K. Heller ’01
Craig J. Hoosier ’01
James M. Illigash ’01
John N. Just ’01
Ramzi A. Kasbari ’01
Michael A. Klaum ’01
Michelle L. LaCorte ’01
Stephen A. Leicht ’01
James R. McClure ’01
Danielle C. Mihalko ’01
Jessica B. Moon ’01
Michael L. Neumann ’01
Valerie L. Nuhfer ’01
Elizabeth Overmeyer ’01

Dameon D. Proctor ’01
Timothy A. Redd ’01
Sarah M. Reuss ’01
Bridgette Roney Rohrbaugh ’01
Andrew F. Springer ’01
Nicholas S. Stewart ’01
David P. Tiler ’01
Balaji S. Venkataraman ’01
Margaret A. Wesdock ’01
David E. Whitcomb ’01
George M. Barnard ’02
Thomas E. Barzona ’02
Susan M. Berbec ’02
Ryan C. Brewer ’02
Jeffrey M. Cousin ’02
Joseph A. Dessoye ’02
Joseph C. Falger Jr. ’02
Lisa N. Helwig ’02
John S. Herington ’02
Michael P. McAneny ’02
Randi L. McClure ’02
Travis G. Messenger ’02
Catherine E. Dailey Owen ’02
Sean A. Patterson ’02
Yinit Pena ’02
Juliann Bandur Phelps ’02
Erin K. Powrie ’02
John G. Rudy ’02
Nicholas R. Schultz ’02
Harry T. Turtschanow ’02
Neil J. Wells ’02
Benjamin E. Wilson ’02
Xiaoxin Beardsley ’03
Sean M. Beck ’03
Lauren J. Beebe ’03
Amber D. Bertovich ’03
Janelle Evans Bingaman ’03
Jeffrey M. Bozic ’03
Erin R. Brumagin ’03
Andrea L. Brunner ’03
Jacob B. Deans ’03
Thomas G. DeMaio ’03
Jared A. DiVincent ’03
Jessica L. DiVincent ’03
Kari A. Donovan ’03
Eric M. Fahs ’03
Michael J. Futer ’03
Douglas G. Kisner Jr. ’03
Rebecca R. Klossner ’03
Michael T. Linn ’03
Thomas A. Male ’03
Edward A. Marberger ’03
Anthony J. Markovich ’03
Paul J. Mihalko Jr. ’03
Vincent J. Min ’03
Aimee S. Peterson ’03
Brian R. Peterson ’03
Michael A. Pizzano ’03
Alexander S. Ross ’03
Brian M. Rutter ’03
Ellen K. Schmidt ’03

Rachel M. Schreiber ’03
Rebecca J. Selby ’03
Hillary M. Stemple ’03
Richard A. Wagner Jr. ’03
Pamela M. Wimmer ’03
Shao J. Zhang ’03
Alexis E. Amato ’04
Wesley H. Bain Jr. ’04
Zikri Bayraktar ’04
Michell J. Berkey ’04
Paul G. Brennen ’04
Elizabeth Dessoye ’04
Michael J. Elwell ’04
Daniel J. Fuchs ’04
David W. Goines Jr. ’04
Jonathon D. Idman ’04
Eric C. Karasek ’04
Robert A. Lesko ’04
Tiffany A. Lopes ’04
John A. Lorenzi ’04
Thomas C. Nguyen ’04
Lacy A. Reedich ’04
Dina L. Ross ’04
Christopher D. Seay ’04
Guneet Sethi ’04
Gregory R. Shenk ’04
Leslie M. Slowikowski ’04
Carrie L. Stepp ’04
Brett W. Stevens ’04
Sarah B. Tarnopolsky ’04
Luke J. Zerby ’04
Brent M. Ziegler ’04
Todd M. Bacastow ’05
Matthew M. Checchio ’05
Ryan P. Cramer ’05
Nathan D. Cromley ’05
Garry S. Crosson Jr. ’05
Sean D. Currin ’05
Amanda N. Dawson ’05
Michelle M. Desperes ’05
Fatoumata S. Diakite ’05
Louis J. Dorbian ’05
Ahmet O. Erdemli ’05
Nicole J. Fry ’05
Evan J. Gugliuzza ’05
Jacob D. Hushon ’05
Brynn A. Kerin ’05
Shawn A. Kint ’05
Amy Denholtz Lewandowski ’05
Thomas G. Lundquist ’05
Christine L. MacAulay ’05
John P. Maciejewski ’05
Rupeet Malhotra ’05
Brandy Oswald Markovich ’05
Jeffrey D. Marshall ’05
Matthew D. McClintock ’05
Melissa R. McGuire ’05
Sara L. McMurrough ’05
Erin M. Meikle ’05
Elizabeth R. Menefee ’05
Carl B. Mummert ’05

Christopher R. Nelson ’05
Melanie J. Nemcek ’05
Stephanie L. Nimick ’05
Nathan T. Richie ’05
Rami B. Saba ’05
Timothy N. Schnure ’05
Lindsay A. Stahl ’05
Michael R. Strause ’05
Richard E. Stukas ’05
Bi A. Tadzong-Fomundam ’05
Matthew E. Wagner ’05
Jessica R. Witchey ’05
Monica K. Zhang ’05
Todd D. Ziegler ’05
Kristie L. Ardire ’06
Lauren J. Ayrandjian ’06
Nicole M. Beck ’06
Joseph J. Bednarz III ’06
Jenny J. Brewer ’06
Christopher H. Chase ’06
Megan McClean Coval ’06
Justin L. Cunfer ’06
Katherine Hetherington 

Cunfer ’06
Mary Kate Curran ’06
Kimberly J. Felter ’06
Timothy R. Fyock ’06
David J. Glock ’06
Matthew R. Gregory ’06
Andrea M. Harman ’06
Meredith A. Hays ’06
Kevin M. Irick ’06
Jennifer E. Kane ’06
Jeremy D. Kapinos ’06
Michael J. Kochan ’06
Matthew D. Magnotto ’06
Ann L. Mazur ’06
Matthew D. McGuire ’06
Anna B. Mummert ’06
Amy M. Oledzki ’06
Piotr A. Oledzki ’06
Shreya N. Patel ’06
James L. Piteo ’06
Kathleen E. Prodonovich ’06
Sean P. Quilty ’06
Shri Ramachandran ’06
Robert M. Sanchez ’06
Christopher S. Santini ’06
Michelle E. Schlegel ’06
Michael D. Schuman ’06
Anil K. Shukla ’06
Jonathan C. Stergiou ’06
Rudolf N. Strom ’06
Keith G. Walters ’06
Ashley Webber-Quilty ’06
Matthew A. Wurst ’06
Travis R. Allison ’07
Trevor A. Arbes ’07
Kevin J. Arnaud ’07
Stacia L. Arnaud ’07
Michael R. Balliet ’07
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Crystal M. Baver ’07
Darryl L. Bellmeyer Jr. ’07
Alessandra T. Bentley ’07
Eric J. Berg ’07
Thomas J. Bradley ’07
Mary E. Budinsky ’07
Bryan C. Cearfoss ’07
Erika L. Checchio ’07
Susan K. Curtis ’07
Matthew B. Daggett ’07
Suzanne Devaney-VanCleaf ’07
Natalie D. Ehrie ’07
Jeannette A. Flores ’07
Jessica S. Gold ’07
Karen N. Harlan ’07
Megan E. Imrisek ’07
Michael R. Ingui ’07
Oranuj Janrathitikarn ’07
Jennifer Heinzen Krueger ’07
Clifford Lum ’07
Tracy S. Ng ’07
Carla A. Oblas ’07
Catherine E. Palermo ’07
Thomas D. Provenzano ’07
Dana L. Reeher ’07
Hanna Y. Rutter ’07
Andrew K. Shumlas ’07
Megan Sias ’07
James A. Sioss ’07
Amber L. Smith ’07
Nathanial B. Smith ’07
Christopher R. Sykora ’07
Kristen A. Sykora ’07
Joanna Talk ’07
Christan L. Westhead ’07
Jianwei F. Wu ’07
Jonathan O. Yuhas ’07
Fan Zhang ’07
Brian J. Ascah ’08
Lauren J. Ascah ’08
Darryl M. Baxam ’08
Kyle E. Bentley ’08
Beth A. Berna ’08
Thomas J. Bold ’08
Angell M. Callahan ’08
Kelly A. Daggett ’08
Michael S. Devine Jr. ’08
Kristine Dorn ’08
Kevin T. Dull ’08
Jennifer S. Dunning ’08
Sara E. Egan ’08
Ryan M. Ehrie ’08
Tyler R. Fida ’08
Daniel C. Frechen ’08
Michael Harbaugh ’08
Lori A. Hawn ’08
John B. Hill ’08
Richard D. Horwath ’08
Sophia E. Horwath ’08
Colleen King-McClintock ’08
Jonathan T. Klingeman ’08

Robert C. Klingensmith ’08
Jamie Koch ’08
Kyle M. Kolarz ’08
Melissa Lackey ’08
Sarah R. Lesko ’08
Brian McCollum ’08
Amanda N. McCormick ’08
Brett McCormick ’08
Erin McDonnell-Jones ’08
Adnaan S. Moin ’08
Tony E. Nicosia ’08
Stephen M. Perri ’08
Kathleen W. Phillips ’08
Robert W. Phillips ’08
Joseph F. Pleso ’08
David A. Putterman ’08
Andrew G. Reiber ’08
Kathryn A. Ruffa ’08
Lindsay A. Salamon ’08
Erin G. Sanchez ’08
Jason K. Sawyer ’08
Lauren Thumm Saxton ’08
Christopher J. Shea ’08
Elizabeth A. Shope ’08
Jonathan J. Sleva ’08
Bradley C. Snyder ’08
Erin K. Todd ’08
George A. Unangst ’08
Phillip J. VanCleaf ’08
Megan E. Verbos ’08
Matthew T. Wendahl ’08
Kathryn J. Whalen ’08
John Y. Wilfong Jr. ’08
Zachary J. Williams ’08
Dustin Worthington-Chiera ’08
Danielle N. Aimone ’09
Joanna L. Bellefeuille ’09
Michael A. Benvenuto ’09
Brynn E. Biddle ’09
Lynsey E. Bradley ’09
Mindi A. Brown ’09
Stephanie M. Bussard ’09
Ryan A. Campbell ’09
Nathan D. Elfner ’09
Christina R. Endlein ’09
Francisco A. Esqueda ’09
Katherine E. Fida ’09
Christina J. Freshman ’09
Evan B. Galperin ’09
Amanda K. Gindhart ’09
Brian J. Hamilton ’09
Marta C. Hatzell ’09
Jeffrey Hemminger ’09
Hanae Hoshino ’09
Ashley P. Imrisek ’09
Robert F. Kabata ’09
James M. Koziol ’09
James H. Lantry III ’09
Lawrence P. Mahally III ’09
John M. McCormack ’09
Sarah A. Melzer ’09

Allison L. Mitchell ’09
Lisa M. Park ’09
Marcus J. Peduzzi ’09
Jonathan S. Pilquist ’09
Katherine M. Pilquist ’09
Kurt J. Posegay ’09
Stephanie D. Preston ’09
Scott T. Rager ’09
Robert J. Raimondo ’09
Kristen D. Rowe ’09
David K. Rung ’09
Tara N. Sawyer ’09
Kimberly A. Scott ’09
Allison E. Shaw ’09
David L. Stunja ’09
Deepa K. Unni ’09
Samuel H. Waterman ’09
Ashley A. Waters ’09
Joshua M. Watson ’09
Jae R. Wignall ’09
Andrew C. Wood ’09

2010s
Alexandra E. Abbott ’10
Ryan G. Beauchamp ’10
Alexander Blagriff ’10
Ryan T. Caler ’10
Nina R. Campbell ’10
Christopher J. Cerami ’10
Daniel J. Devine ’10
Brendan Doty ’10
Katherine E. Fetter ’10
Kyle G. Figard ’10
Dawn M. Gannon ’10
Ellis D. Geer ’10
Andrea J. Gerrity ’10
Kevin P. Gerrity ’10
Kathryn M. Giere ’10
Lauren A. Greenfield ’10
Michael G. Greenfield ’10
Fan He ’10
Megan C. Holloway ’10
Angela E. Jones ’10
Alyson Joyce ’10
Jarrod T. Kazda ’10
Catharine L. Keister ’10
Evgenia J. Keller ’10
Kising H. Lee ’10
Tessie Linn ’10
Tracey L. McCaulley ’10
Stephanie C. McElheny ’10
Mallory M. Meehan ’10
Allison M. Miller ’10
Daniel J. Owens ’10
Jennifer S. Perri ’10
Esther M. Vallejo Read ’10
Alexandra A. Robinson ’10
James R. Ronayne ’10
Jonathan Russell ’10
Ryan J. Service ’10
Rachel M. Sleva ’10

Kristina M. Spinello ’10
Lindsey M. Sutter ’10
Robert E. Tarle ’10
Brendan K. Walsh ’10
Lyndsey D. Weidow ’10
Kimberly R. Wong ’10
Lee F. Zukowski ’10
Kara M. Abdala ’11
Becky Berkebile ’11
Emily L. Blanz ’11
Eric J. Brandman ’11
Richard M. Bruno Jr. ’11
Lauren A. Chavey ’11
Jonathan D. Cherry ’11
Megan A. Christensen ’11
Heather M. DeAcosta ’11
Jordan DeAcosta ’11
Stacey L. Dean-Sioss ’11
Susan E. Dickinson ’11
Joseph Falcone III ’11
Nicole E. Gagala ’11
Sinead P. Guerin ’11
Geoffrey L. Halberstadt ’11
Adam T. Hartwig ’11
Gale Hauck ’11
Laura E. Hayes ’11
Leah M. Huemmrich ’11
Paul J. Huemmrich ’11
Christopher R. Jackson ’11
Muge Komurcu ’11
AnneMarie Lanni ’11
Yvette I. Lerma ’11
Najla Q. Lindsay ’11
Jonathan R. Linn ’11
Danielle L. Maloney ’11
Ray A. Moye Jr. ’11
Tiffany J. Panosetti ’11
Corey Read ’11
Corbin J. Rinehart ’11
Mary Beth Rockwell ’11
Francis R. Spellman III ’11
Justin Stevens ’11
Beth R. Thomas ’11
Mara E. Uhlig ’11
Luca A. Viglione ’11
Heather A. Walker ’11
Vincent P. Ward ’11
Michael R. Alexander ’12
Sarah E. Andreychik ’12
Jennifer N. Bailey ’12
Tiffany A. Bryant ’12
Keith M. Burk ’12
David A. Capkovic ’12
Laura M. Clapper ’12
Adina Craiut ’12
Bethany J. Crouse ’12
Bryan A. Danner ’12
Howard W. Evans ’12
Morgan N. Farnsworth ’12
Mark J. Gerwig ’12
Andrew Gilbert ’12
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Lauren P. Halberstadt ’12
Katharine M. Hall ’12
Jaclyn Harrigan ’12
Mark A. Holsing ’12
Nicole C. Howarth ’12
Stephen P. Howarth ’12
Brittany J. Jackson ’12
David T. Jesberger ’12
Philip J. Johnston ’12
Craig Katz ’12
Kristin M. Kerns ’12
Christopher D. Kubicki ’12
Gabrielle I. Lee ’12
Jialiu D. Li ’12
Thomas A. Maksymiuk ’12
Brian Mattos ’12
Joseph T. Miller ’12
Anna S. Miskimen ’12
Anna Elisa Muzio ’12
Megan A. Myers ’12
Phoebe G. Nelson ’12
Brent F. Nice ’12
Lisa Marie Orme ’12
Zachary R. Pabis ’12
Machenzine E. Raup ’12
Felicia M. Ritter ’12
Samantha M. Robison ’12
Joseph T. Romanowski ’12
Rebecca R. Russell ’12
Amy J. Seachrist ’12
Ravi R. Shah ’12
Aaron T. Silverman ’12
Brett M. Veshecco ’12
Seth H. Watson ’12
Andrea L. Weeks ’12
Daniel W. Arnoldi ’13
Abigail F. Bacon ’13
David A. Beckstead ’13
Robert J. Callagee Jr. ’13
Cristina Ceniceros ’13
Radhey S. Choksi ’13
Leigh A. Chow ’13
Nichele C. Clouser ’13
Jonathan E. DaSilva ’13
Megan K. Dowling ’13
Maria T. Earle ’13
Brittnie Encinas ’13
Michael E. Estabrooks ’13
Macy L. Golder ’13
William J. Hanna Jr. ’13
Chester E. Harman ’13
Joshua R. Helsley ’13
Melissa D. Hesse ’13
Evan T. Howard ’13
Justin V. Iezzi ’13
Lauren Kane ’13
Zachary K. Koch ’13
Nihir Kothari ’13
Alexandra M. Kowatch ’13
Todd E. Litchfield ’13
Wayne D. Lonstein ’13

Bryan A. Malle ’13
Peter J. Mangano ’13
Kadian Mcintosh ’13
Brittany N. Mihalko ’13
Steven F. Montgomery ’13
Lauren A. Moyer ’13
Christopher Musso ’13
Ernest K. Ntiamoah ’13
James R. Palmer ’13
Stephanie L. Rinehart ’13
Patrick J. Ritsko ’13
Jennifer L. Ronayne ’13
Horace E. Schenck III ’13
Grant S. Schoenfelder ’13
Janice M. Schuler ’13
Elizabeth H. Shuman ’13
Amy D. Siroka ’13
Timothy F. Stefanoski ’13
Stephanie N. Tyl ’13
Eric D. VanDongen ’13
Stephen M. Verigood ’13
Kyle Z. Weaver ’13
Matthew J. Witmer ’13
Austin J. Wonderly ’13
Emily A. Agosti ’14
Emily S. Benner ’14
Dane Berkowitz ’14
Gregory D. Biesecker ’14
Douglas A. Bowen ’14
Christine L. Bower ’14
Raymond M. Chappetta ’14
Barry A. Colby ’14
Sandra L. Confer ’14
Alec S. Conlon ’14
Samuel L. Denes ’14
Brenden H. Dooley ’14
Kaitlyn M. Dunbar ’14
Alexander P. Dvorshak ’14
Jennifer L. Frederick ’14
Matthew A. Freeman ’14
Stephanie N. Gursky ’14
Benjamin W. Haight ’14
Justin Hawk ’14
William Heiden ’14
Gerrett M. Henry ’14
Sara E. Holden ’14
Brooke D. Hukins ’14
William F. Hyde Jr. ’14
Jason Johnson ’14
JoAnn W. Klinedinst ’14
Kristin A. Lambert ’14
Lauren Lindstrom ’14
Kevin M. Lynch ’14
Laura D. MacLellan ’14
Ashleigh N. Marrella ’14
Mary E. McDowell ’14
Holly M. McElwee ’14
Anthony J. Miloscia ’14
Lauren A. Mondschein ’14
Katherine E. Murt ’14
Margaret D. O’Brien ’14

Siddharth Pandey ’14
Amanda Pataki ’14
Lauren E. Pierce ’14
Lauren E. Poole ’14
Brienna M. Rogers ’14
Gabrielle A. Rosenblum ’14
Emily L. Roth ’14
Haley L. Rothwell ’14
Dominick A. Scarfogliero ’14
Joseph R. Scheff ’14
Meredith J. Semion ’14
Kayla M. Sesto ’14
Maxwell R. Spangler ’14
Cory A. Sprankle ’14
Alison P. Stackhouse ’14
Katherine E. Sullivan ’14
Gjon B. Tomaj ’14
Erika L. Winemiller ’14
Ryan D. Wittmann ’14
Heather M. Wolfe ’14
Rachel Wozniak ’14
Peter O. Zundritsch ’14
Ronald R. Abreu ’15
Emily A. Aiello ’15
Waleed A. Alhabeeb ’15
Adrien Aloi ’15
Francie Baker ’15
Meghan J. Bechman ’15
Brian K. Bender ’15
Colleen H. Blake ’15
Christie D. Bradley ’15
Eric A. Brett ’15
Bernard D. Carroll ’15
Kevin R. Cass ’15
Ronnarit Cheirsilp ’15
Jeannette A. Cohen ’15
Sarah M. Denes ’15
Maria Dicamillo ’15
Thomas J. Dodd ’15
Shannon G. Donnelly ’15
Victoria C. Douglas ’15
Kevan M. Ellis ’15
Lindsey M. Foster ’15
Sarah A. Gill ’15
Caitlin R. Gladwell ’15
Kaitlyn M. Gregg ’15
John W. Harre ’15
Craig M. Hennessey ’15
Daniel B. Hesse ’15
Christopher V. Hoffman ’15
Brett A. Holden ’15
Christopher Hubing ’15
Kevin A. Icker ’15
Adam M. Jesberger ’15
Hu Young Kim ’15
Justin E. Kinslow ’15
Madelyn G. Koch ’15
Benjamin S. Landis ’15
Adam J. Levine ’15
Christopher J. MacDonald ’15
Michael G. Mattox Jr. ’15

Kelly A. McNamara ’15
Julia M. Meyer ’15
Katelyn M. Miller ’15
Amanda C. Payne ’15
Maria L. Poluch ’15
Matthew J. Puzak ’15
David A. Reiling ’15
Kylie A. Reiter ’15
James D. Rogers ’15
Monica D. Rysavy ’15
Casey C. Schneck ’15
Alexa K. Schonhaut ’15
Sara L. Sciandra ’15
Angela Simmons ’15
Mark A. Singh ’15
Christopher G. Snook ’15
Everleigh E. Stokes ’15
Austin B. Taylor ’15
Liana M. Trigg ’15
Walter J. Unangst ’15
Ryan E. Walker ’15
Megan S. Wells-Williams ’15
Robert J. Wilson ’15
Haowei Zhang ’15
Nolan J. Amos ’16
Hussain T. Atta ’16
Gerald P. Bannon ’16
Jacob E. Bashore ’16
Nicholas T. Benelli ’16
Simon G. Bezirganian ’16
Zachary J. Black ’16
Noelle D. Brossman ’16
Cassidy R. Cheddar ’16
Catherine A. Cicholski ’16
Michael S. Ciesielski II ’16
Allison L. Cipriani ’16
Larissa Cooley ’16
Geoffrey B. Crout ’16
Jeffrey Davis ’16
Michael T. Depodwin ’16
Jena L. DiFrisco ’16
Zachary R. Doran ’16
Jordan T. Dunbar ’16
Alysha Feliciano ’16
Christopher W. Gerace ’16
Michelle E. Hart ’16
Robbie G. Henderson ’16
Peter Henstock ’16
Ryan G. Herber ’16
Alex E. High ’16
Meghan M. Hill ’16
Anjuli L. Hoffman ’16
Taylor J. Hoffman ’16
Kimberly L. Kassinger ’16
Aditi B. Khadilkar ’16
Rachel L. Knighton ’16
Alyssa Laki ’16
Arianna N Lantz ’16
Danny T. Levine ’16
Varun Manoj ’16
April J. Mcelwee ’16



68  MARCH / APRIL 2018

Michelle Menko ’16
Tony Michael ’16
Matthew R. Micklin ’16
Rebecca L. Morrow ’16
Janelle K. Musser ’16
Danielle Myrick ’16
Robert J. Osmond ’16
Richard W. Poplawski ’16
Brandon M. Potts ’16
Anne C. Puzak ’16
Matthew J. Reilly ’16
John Rice ’16
Brett A. Roberts ’16
Luis Rolfo ’16
Marianne T. Scherlinsky ’16
Daniel J. Schwartz ’16
Ryan J. Sellman ’16
Katherine A. Shaak ’16
Nicholas E. Sherlock ’16
Shawn Siroka ’16
Daniel C. Slusaw ’16
Alyssa K. Snyder ’16
Stephanie L. Speicher ’16
Sheri N. Stayton ’16
Mackenzie J. Stuncard ’16
Jonathan T. Sweeney ’16
Pezhouhan Tavassoti-Kheiry ’16
Paige Todaro ’16
Mary A. Toth ’16
Sara K. Turks ’16
Dane A. Vanover ’16
Willie Vigil Jr. ’16
Alaina R. Weinheimer ’16
Michael R. Wigfield ’16
Edward J. Wilks ’16
Iu Yam I. Wong ’16
Matthew T. Wood ’16
Alex R. Woodin ’16
Michael W. Zielinski ’16
Thadeus S. Abramowich ’17
Nicholas Banos ’17
Christine D. Barger ’17
Meaghan L. Basile ’17
James E. Bender ’17
Stephanie M. Berger ’17
Richard J. Blair ’17
Matthew R. Born ’17
Lindsay S. Borow ’17
Andrew E. Boynton ’17
Sydney R. Buchalter ’17
Joseph M. Burell ’17
Giang T. Chau ’17
Olivia C. Christman ’17
Craig Christofidis ’17
Meaghan A. Coleman ’17
Corinne R. Coulson ’17
Steven M. Crawford ’17
Molly E. Davis ’17
Erica L. DeVinney ’17
Thomas J. Doberstein ’17
Thomas H. Drake ’17

Mitchell G. Ebersole ’17
Emma R. Eckert ’17
Kasey M. Elkin ’17
Andrew J. Engle ’17
Timothy D. Erdman ’17
Stephen W. Ernharth ’17
Lauren J. Fellin ’17
Matthew R. Fox ’17
Megan E. Gehman ’17
Victoria A. Glascott ’17
Amina T. Grant ’17
Simon M. Grunert ’17
Bethany Gruskin ’17
Shuntian Gu ’17
Noelle C. Hakim ’17
Karen J. Hastings ’17
Samuel D. Hopfinger ’17
Emily R. Hyde ’17
Shigeki Isogai ’17
Adam L. Jarvis ’17
Kayla M. Johnson ’17
Rajeev Joshi ’17
Alexis L. Karlick ’17
Natalie R. Keller ’17
Andrew D. Kinsey ’17
Maggie J. Kisick ’17
Nicholas Kreider ’17
Emily A. Leister ’17
Adrienne M. Leptich ’17
Joseph A. Levitan ’17
Aaron Lewis ’17
Aiming M. Li ’17
Madison E. Lippincott ’17
Abigail L. Lutton ’17
Michael Lycette Jr. ’17
Olivia McMechen ’17
Aaron J. Michaels ’17
Nadene Mohammed ’17
Kelly A. Morrow ’17
Harte Olechowski ’17
Nicholas Y. Pappas ’17
Leah A. Patrick ’17
Daniel S. Pierson ’17
Anna Pitingolo ’17
Lauren Quigley ’17
Stephanie N. Ramer ’17
Matthew L. Rea ’17
Meghan C. Riegel ’17
Audree Rueger ’17
Nicholas M. Sabol ’17
Marissa A. Salway ’17
Steven A. Schaub ’17
Chaohai Shen ’17
Neal J. Sheridan ’17
Melissa S. Sirken ’17
Rachel D. Slusaw ’17
Tammy M. Smith ’17
Anthony D. Soares II ’17
Alexandria P. Sole ’17
Emily L. Spor ’17
Prateek Srivastava ’17

Matthew R. Stevens ’17
Kevin A. Stom ’17
Brandon M. Stone ’17
Rachel C. Stoneback ’17
Andrew W. Strause ’17
Clifford D. Street Jr. ’17
Sarah A. Sullivan ’17
Christopher Torres ’17
Kaitlyn O. Torres ’17
Matthew D. Tuomenoksa ’17
Kimberlyn L. Turner ’17
Kirsten Von Der Wroge ’17
Elizabeth A. Walsh ’17
Reese M. Wamsley ’17
Samantha L. Weiss ’17
Stephen T. Wickert ’17
Courtney Wilbert ’17
Ryan P. Zecchini ’17
Andrew Zhang ’17
Yuxing Zhou ’17
Jessica E. Zurlo ’17

Associate
Kevin L. Abbed
Sheila Abdo
Matthew D. Ali
Aroub A. Alrifai
Francis J. Alvare
Anthony F. Amato
Lara M. Amato
Jonathan Ambrosino
Carl P. Amthor
Nancy J. Amthor
Andrew Andrews
Augustine Andrews
Kevin Arbuckle
Benjamin M. Attanasio
Oghenerukevwe Ayanruoh
Alexis Ayers
Teresa Babetski
Christine Baragona
Steve Baragona
Paul A. Basher
Lissa Batchelet
James W. Bauwens
Bethany Beard
Carol A. Benda
John N. Benda
Alexander M. Benelli
Alex Bengel
Thomas Beresnyak Jr.
Arielle E. Berman
Shlome Bilia
Patricia L. Bingaman
Alyssa N. Black
Shane Blazier
Paul H. Boehringer III
Emily Bogovich
Mary T. Bokeko
Amanda J. Bornais
Clark Bornais

Cheryl Brennan
Guy Brennan
Leah Brenneman
Frank E. Brinton IV
Lora Lee Brinton
Deborah W. Brodbeck
Lance L. Brodbeck
Donald R. Brogan
George Burroughs
Ondrea N. Burroughs
Robert A. Bussey
Rachel L. Carl
John T. Carney
Colin M. Carr
Evan Carr
Miguel A. Castillo
Bruce W. Cavey
Jodi M. Chomicky
Olivia M. Clark
Anastasia M. Clayton
Ryan M. Coe
Michaela Coffey
Mary Collins
Anthony P. Conforti
Mary Ann Conforti
John F. Conlon
Dorothy Cook
Sherwood E. Cook
Daniel Cooley
Robin Cooper
Shawn M. Cooper
George Cornwall
Glenn M. Coront
William J. Covert
Roxann Covington
Angie Cramer
Brian K. Cressman
Alexandra Cross
John Cross III
Lei Hanaoka Cross
Barbara Curry
Mark A. Curry
Edhem Custovic
Damon M. DePaolis
Janice A. DeAngelis
Mary-Elaine Decavalcante
Robert E. Defibaugh
Candy Degville
Ted Degville
Leah E. Delancey
James J. Delor
Moira Delor
Cynthia L. Deluzio
Haley M. DeNardo
Robin Despres
Cyndi Devine
Rosalinda DiRinenzo
Andrew M. Doberstein
Donna Doll
Kera J. Doty
Niko M. Doukas
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William D. Downes
Todd Dreby
Lisa N. Dubin
George W. Earle
Alana M. Ebbitt
Carlos Encinas
Andrew J. Entriken
Carl Erickson
William C. Eshenour
Karl A. Esterbrook
Thomas J. Eustis
Annika M. Fagerstrom
Stephanie K. Faust
Jon D. Feinstein
Kathy P. Feinstein
James J. Ferrogine Jr.
Steven R. Findlay
Susan E. Findlay
James Fiscor
Michele H. Fithian
Robert Flowers
Susannah E. Foos
Marissa N. Fox
Diane T. Freeman
Timothy P. Freeman
Matthew J. Frey
Ann-Marie Friedman
Eric Friedman
Emily Fries
Mary Kay Fultz
Matthew Gagala
Brian L. Garman
Kaitlyn Garvey
Ryan T. Gattoni
David J. Gerhart
Moojan Ghafurian
James R. Gindhart
Shawn R. Gindhart
Nance S. Glantz
Janis M. Goerres
Sandra M. Goldschmidt
Cherryl L. Good
Michael S. Good
Lauren Goodyear
Ryan Graham
Andrew E. Grass
Daniel Gross
Jonathan E. Gross
Joyce Haller
Rick Haller
Sharon L. Haller
Stephen H. Hallett
Bradley Halley
Larla N. Halsey
Andrew P. Han
Lena J. Hannah
Brett Hansell
Jordan C. Hansell
Deborah Harris
Nicole Harris
Lindsey E. Hartman

Todd J. Harvey
Tammara Harvin
Reagan E. Hatcher
Anthony M. Haughey
Katrina A. Hawk
Kevin Hawk
Stephen Hayes
Daniel Hernandez
Chris High
Robert L.C. High II
Troy L. High
Brandon W. Hills
Carly R. Hirshon
Jordon T. Hodder
Avery E. Holland
Wendy Holsberger
Sherri A. Homanko
Derek T. Horner
James W. Houck
Shirley K. Hsi
Steven Hsi
Kathryn Hubbard
Bill Hughes
Linda S. Hughes
Nicole Humza
Cindy L. Hunsicker
Kevin T. Hunsicker
Samantha L. Hurley
Lindsey Icker
Alma Ivey-Mathis
Madhusudan R. Iyengar
Nicholas Jaeschke
Soodabeh Jaffari
Kimberley L. Janson
Karla Jaramillo
Tom Jaramillo
Brendan T. Jennings
Katherine A. Johansen
David Johnson
Sara D. Jones
Katie M. Jordan
Megan E. Josephson
Jessica C. Kaminski
Donna M. Kasmer
Shoko Kawano
Yuko Kawano
Adelaide Kellett
Sean M. Keogh
Michele Killian
John King
Angela G. Kint
Jeral Kirwan
Gail E. Kloss
Richard C. Kloss
Katherine A. Kubis
Barbara J. Kuhl
Patricia A. Kuhn
Yoshiyuki Kyoda 
Noriko Kyoda
Malayna N. Lane
Corey M. Lapenna

Daniel J. Learn
Barbara B. Lease
Nathan R. Leibowitz
Mandy Leicht
Jeffrey S. Leiner
Cathy Leonard-Hall
Jennifer L. Liddick
Kimberlee A. Lingenfelter
Bibi S. Lipton
Lawrence S. Lipton
Monica A. Lubinsky
Matthew Machese
Malcolm F. Mackenzie
Quinn J. Mackenzie
Sally D. Macon
Chrystal Maggiore
Christina Mahally
Minda Majors
Robert Majors
Mark A. Makowski
Emily R. Mallick
Anthony J. Mariano
Gayle R. Mariano
Sarah E. Markel
Roxanne Marks
Nancy L. Marshall-Vokorokos
Matthew T. Martell
Leah J. Martin
Michael N. Mattise
Elizabeth Maxwell-Schmidt
Ronald B. Mayer
Glenda McElwee
Elise N. Mcaneny
Samantha A. McCormack
John McCrossin
Erik McDonough
Melissa McDonough
Ronald McGill
Ron E. McKeehan
Cindy McKibbin
Ralph D. McKibbin
Christine McLean
Sean P. McLean
Jack E. McMurrough Jr.
Joseph McPhee
Justine McPhee
Keri A. Melhorn
Katie E. Meyer
Matt Meyer
Casey J. Mihalko
Teresa M. Mikelonis
Anton E. Miller
Dawn Miller
Jingie Miller
Marcus Miller
Ronald A. Miller
Wes Miller
Kaliyah M. Mitchell
Sean Mooney
Larry G. Moore
Kristee L. Morris

Taylor L. Mosenson
Farid A. Moussa
Wendy Moy Murcia
Christopher N. Moyer
Amie Jo Mull
Jaime A. Murcia
Zach Myrick
Jessie A. Nalepa
Gayle L. Neborak
Andrew J. Nelson
Margaret Newell
Marina G. Novotnak
James Obermyer
Ernest F. Obrock
Joseph P. O’Connell
Kenneth B. O’Connor
Christine S. Olson
Erik Olson
Hari M. Osofsky
Robert A. Ost
Ryan A. Ostir
Linda K. Owens
Larissa M. Page
Benjamin J. Palmieri
John M. Parenti
Linda Parenti
Donna M. Parlak
James V. Parmiter
Jan P. Parmiter
Mark Pasierb
Jarrett F. Patterson
Mark Paulson
April A. Pereyra
Danielle Pestyner
Joanette Petrakis
Matthew A. Pettoruto
Zachary T. Pettoruto
Julie K. Pichora
Justin M. Piosa
Robert A. Powell, III
Kelly Powlishen
Kelsey A. Pryze
Masato K. Quinene
James Quinn
Beverly Racciato
John J. Racciato
Leah N. Radovich
Caitlin Raimondo
Katherine E. Randolph
Alex D. Raup
Neeju Ravikant
Nicholas R. Razum
Matthew Reeher
Nina M. Reese
Darlene M. Resh
Jacob S. Rex
Olivia R. Richart
Michael W. Riedel
Cristen Rigard
Paul E. Rigard
Dalia R. Rivkin
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Juan E. Rodriguez
Caroline J. Rosini
Rebecca L. Ross
Dustin Rowe
Gregory Rowe
Cyril P. Rumsey
Graham D. Rumsey
Michael P. Rush
Matthew L. Sackstein
Sharon Salerno-Muzio
Karen L. Saunders
Paul Saxton
Kristin Schneider
Jessica L. Schrecengost
Lori Schreckengast
Margaret A. Sebastianelli
Ryan Shaner
Kelsey Shea
Benjamin Sheedy
Lynn Sher
Chelsea J. Silbiger
Christine E. Silverman
Kent Singer
Feona Singh
Joshua N. Sirken

Robbin L. Skerpon
David M. Smith
Cory Snyder
Rebecca Sorensen
David A. Spamer
Anthony B. Spicer
Kasia Sroka
Anna Stanhewicz
Jonathan S. Stark
Nancy Steadle
Vicki S. Stern
Bridget Stevens
Michael Stevens
Adrian K. Stewart
Allen Storms
Cathy L. Strzelecki
Samantha C. Studer
Sharon Stump
Wayne A. Stump Jr.
Allison Stunja
Donna R. Talley
Benjamin Tannenbaum
Maxine D. Taylor
Erica Thill
Amanda P. Tomaj

Theresa M. Toth
Gary R. Trimmer
Jerry L. Triscuit
Nancy Troilo
Ralph H. Tucker
Vincenette C. Tucker
Bradley C. Underkoffler
Donald Urie
Christa M. Vagnozzi
Sebastian A. Valentin
Kaitlyn B. Vander Woude
Luisa Vargas
Tammy L. Verigood
Evan L. Wagman
Rebecca Wagner
Gauntlett G. Walker Jr.
Janet B. Wallace
Anthony C. Waller
RethaCarole G. Waltemyer
Wayne M. Waltemyer
Richard Wanat
Melissa K. Wandrisco
William B. Want
Danielle Weakland
Benjamin C. Webster

Brandon G. Weider
Sarah E. Weigand
Dyson Wells
Jasmine Welsh
Sydney Wermlinger
Andrea Weyent
Thomas M. White
Lori E. Widmer
Amanda E. Williams
Paul Winter
Judith Wisk
Mitchell Wolf
Mackenzie J. Woodard
William A. Worthington II
David A. Yannarell
Jill Yannarell
Arnold S. Young
Lorrie L. Youngs
Francis M. Zaun
Amy Zenerovitz
Heidi K. Zimmerman
Stephen L. Zimmerman
Lynne Ziter

Nittany 
Networking
Grow your  
Penn State network.

ONLINE MEET-UPS
Connect with Penn Staters from 
around the globe at noon (ET) 
on the third Wednesday of every 
month—share your experiences, 
exchange career tips, and build 
your network without leaving your 

METRO AREA EVENTS
Meet Penn Staters from your 
region for evening networking 
opportunities while you learn from 
experts and enjoy refreshments, 
including Penn State Berkey 
Creamery ice cream.

For more information and to register, visit online or call us.
alumni.psu.edu/CareerEvents • 814-865-LINK (5465)

1 Average combined annual savings based on countrywide survey of new customers from 1/1/15 to 1/29/16 who reported their prior insurers’ premiums when they switched to Liberty Mutual. Savings 
comparison does not apply in MA. 2 Based on Liberty Mutual Insurance Company’s 2014 Customer Satisfaction Survey in which more than 81% of policyholders reported their interaction with 
Liberty Mutual service representatives to be “among the best experiences” and “better than average.” 3 For qualifying customers only. Accident Forgiveness is subject to terms and conditions of 
Liberty Mutual’s underwriting guidelines. Not available in CA and may vary by state. 4 With the purchase of optional Towing & Labor coverage. Applies to mechanical breakdowns and disablements 
only. Towing related to accidents would be covered under your Collision or Other Than Collision coverage. 5 Optional coverage in some states. Availability varies by state. Eligibility rules apply.

©2017 Liberty Mutual Insurance

Valid through May 2, 2018.

Discounted Rates—

insurance and receive additional discounts on home insurance. 

Exceptional Service—Whether you’re in an accident or just need 

some advice, know we’ll always be on call for you. 

Superior Benefits—Enjoy a number of superior benefits, such 

as 24-Hour Claims Assistance, Accident Forgiveness3, Roadside 

Assistance4 and Better Car Replacement.™5

Join thousands of satisfied customers with  

Liberty Mutual Insurance.2

You could save up to $782 a year on auto 

For a free quote,     

or visit    etatsnnep/moc.lautumytrebil 

  Client # 100328

call 800-813-0472

Join thousands of satisfied customers with  

Liberty Mutual Insurance.2

The Penn State Alumni 
Association partners exclusively 
with Liberty Mutual to help you 
save $782 or more a year on 
auto and home insurance.1



The Penn State Alumni Association encourages your participation. 

Your voice matters ... and your vote counts. 

Alumni may request a ballot at trustees.psu.edu/2018election, or by calling Votenet 
toll-free at 866-307-0041.  If you have already received the nomination ballot via 

email, there is no need to place a request for the election ballot. It will be sent to you 
automatically. Please check your junk mail/spam mailbox. 

Ballots for the 2018 election of alumni to serve on the  
Penn State Board of Trustees will be sent via email beginning on April 10.  

Alumni have until 9:00 a.m. EDT May 3 to cast their ballots.

VOTE! ELECT ALUMNI TO SERVE ON  
PENN STATE’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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Earthquake Essentials
As recent East Coast transplants to San Fran-
cisco, it was natural that Skyler Hallgren ’07 
Lib and Zachary Miller ’10 Bus were un-

prepared for earthquakes. 
But to their surprise, they 
quickly learned they 
weren’t the only ones ill-
equipped for the shakes 
and tremors. 

“We came to realize 
that pretty much every-
one knew they needed to 
be prepared in some way, 
but rarely did people ac-
tually act on it,” Miller 
says. “Every time there’s 
a mini-earthquake, you’re 
asking each other the next 
day, ‘Did you feel that? What’s your game plan if 
something bigger happens? Do you have supplies?’”

Miller (at left in photo) and Hallgren, who met 
through a student entrepreneurship group at Penn 
State, decided to create an earthquake prepara-
tion kit that was both common sense and cus-

tomizable for a family of any size. In 2015, they began 
advertising the Earthquake Bag—it typically contains 
food, water, first aid and hygiene kits, and a light 

source—in nearby neigh-
borhoods, hand-packing 
and delivering them to lo-
cal customers. 

In the past two years, 
the Earthquake Bag has 
become such a big hit that 
Hallgren and Miller have 
now donated more than 
$25,000 to disaster relief ef-
forts. “We’ve helped over 
10,000 families get their 
customized emergen-
cy prep done, and we’ve 
geared up everyone from 

the Nike HQ campus, to celebrities, and families 
around the country,” Hallgren says.

Today’s Earthquake Bags offer more than 150 differ-
ent supplies, and are also available for pets, complete 
with food, water, feeding bowls, body warmers, and 
waste bags.   —Meghan Walbert

SKYLER HALLGREN & ZACHARY MILLER

1940s
Theodore A. Lesko ’40 
Sci ( , Skull & Bones)
celebrated 100th birth-
day in Oct. He lives in 
Pennington, N.J.

1950s
Harvey C. Eckert ’59 
Bus ( ), former 
deputy comptroller of 
operations, common-
wealth of Pa., inducted 
to Hall of Fame, Natl. 
Assn. of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers, & Trea-

Lenore Ruggere Lewis 
’65 Edu & husband 
Ronald M. Lewis cele-
brated 50th wedding 
anniversary—Nov. 4, 
2017. She is ret. Title I 
reading teacher; he is 
ret. solid state materials 
scientist. They live in 
Horseheads, N.Y. 

Susan Figlin Miller 
’65 Lib (Thespians), 
playwright, web series 
creator, & producer, 
wrote new play, 20th 
Century Blues. The play 
opened in New York 

off -Broadway and ran 
Nov. 12, 2017, to Jan. 28, 
2018. She lives in New 
York.

Scott Bailey ’69 Bus 
( ) presented 
“Vacations & Libations: 
Enjoy France & Europe 
Our Way” aboard M/S 
Crystal Serenity with 
wife Melanie Kupiec 
’69 Lib  They live 
in Coral Gables, Fla.

Neil Roger Gordon 
’69 Bus ( ), pres., 
N.R. Gordon & Co., Inc., 

surers. He lives in Lew-
istown, Pa. Children: 
Dee Ann Donnelly ’82 
Com; Brian ’02 Lib.

1960s
Dick Criley ’62, ’64 MS 
Sci ( ,  named 
to Gallery of Legends 
Hall of Fame, acrobatic 
gymnastics category, 
World Acrobatics 
Society. He formerly 
competed in, coached, 
& judged artistic & 
acrobatic gymnastics. 
He lives in Honolulu.

 CLASS NOTES  |  ALUMNI

NEW NOAA CHIEF?
If confi rmed by the Senate 
(which was still pending at 
press time), AccuWeather 
CEO Barry Myers ’67 Lib 
will head the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. 
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serves on bd. of dirs. 
& was elected treas., 
Hudson River Sloop 
Clearwater, Inc. He lives 
in Brookline, Mass.

George F. Koob ’69 Sci 
( , AROTC), dir., Natl. 
Inst. on Alcohol Abuse 
& Alcoholism, Natl. 
Insts. of Health, elected 
to Natl. Academy of 
Medicine. He lives in 
Santa Fe, Calif.

1970s
Ron Croushore ’72 
H&HD (RA), owner 

& CEO, Berkshire 
Hathaway HomeSer-
vices, named Realtor 
of the Yr., Pa. Assn. of 
Realtors. He lives in 
Wexford, Pa.

Dennis Kaltreider 
’72 A&A, ’75 MEdu 
self-published Tears of 
the Virgin, annotated 
transcription of person-
al Peace Corps journal, 
based on his service in 
Colombia from 1964–
66. Daughter: Emily 
Bonomo ’99 Com. 

Steven Antenucci ’74 

Lib, exec. dir., Theatre 
in the Round Players, 
received 2017 Fliehr 
Award, Minn. Assn. of 
Community Theatres, 
for distinguished svce. 
to the Minn. theatre 
community. He lives in 
Minneapolis. Brother: 
David ’79 Eng; mother: 
Evalyn ’89 Lib.

Ray McAllister ’74 
Com (Collegian), 
author, Wrightsville 
Beach: The Luminous 
Island (John F. Blair), is 
re-publishing the book 
in enhanced edition for 

its 10th anniversary. He 
is a former Richmond 
Times-Dispatch col-
umnist & retired ed., 
Boomer magazine. He 
lives in Richmond, Va. 
Son: Ryan ’06 Lib.

J. Fred Singleton ’74 
Edu (Track), ret. history 
teacher, White Plains 
H.S., wrote novel, The 
Quorum’s Child and the 
Constitution-Challeng-
ing Election of 2020 
(PUN4FUN Publishing). 
He lives in Brewster, 
N.Y. Daughter: Amanda 
’10 Edu.

Kirk L. Thompson ’74 
Eng, DOT compliance 
engr., CONSOL Energy, 
named 2017 State Engr. 
of the Yr., Pa. Society 
of Professional Engrs. 
He lives in Bethel Park, 
Pa., & is mbr., Bethel 
Park Planning & Zoning 
Commission. 

Joan F. Chrestay ’75 
Lib elected to bd., The 
Forum of Exec. 
Women, an organiza-
tion of more than 450 
women representing 
diverse bus. in greater 
Philadelphia. She lives 

Creating a Family Legacy 
Karla Trotman ’98 Bus 
spent her school holidays 
earning pocket money by 

cutting wire for 25 cents an hour 
at Electro Soft, Inc., the custom 
electronics contract manufacturing 
firm in suburban Philadelphia that 
her father founded in 1986. She nev-
er imagined that one day, she’d be-
come executive vice president of 
the business, helping it become the 
largest African-American-owned 
electronics contract manufacturer 
in the United States. 

“I’m very proud of the fact that we are a minori-
ty-owned business in the tech and manufacturing 
industries, and have been around for over 30 years,” 
she says. 

Trotman inherited a passion for business: Both her 
parents started companies and her grandmother 
owned a restaurant. After earning business degrees 
at Penn State and Drexel University, she honed her 
professional skills working as a distribution manag-

er at the Gap and as a supply-chain 
specialist at IKEA, among others. 

Those experiences helped Trot-
man launch BellyButtonBoutique 
.com, an e-commerce site offering 
comfortable, supportive products 
for pre-and postnatal women, an 
idea inspired by her own difficult 
pregnancies. Though it later closed, 
the experience showed her the ben-
efits of running one’s own compa-
ny and prompted her to join Electro 
Soft full-time in 2009 as special proj-
ects and marketing manager, before 

becoming executive vice president in 2015. Trotman 
was the recipient of the 2017 Smeal College of Busi-
ness Alumni Diversity Award.

“After many years of working for other business-
es, I realized that I was using my time, talent, and 
energy for someone else, when I could be using it to 
make my family business even greater than it already 
was,” she says. “I love the idea that we’re creating a 
legacy for our family.”  —Sara Langen

KARLA TROTMAN

’98
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When a Journalist Appreciates Wine
His decades-long career in 
journalism proved to be 
ideal training for David 

Falchek’s new role as executive di-
rector of the American Wine Society. 

Falcheck ’91 Com gained insight 
into wines and developed his pal-
ate while reporting on the wine 
industry in the Finger Lakes region 
of New York state. Later, as a busi-
ness reporter at The Times-Tribune 
in Scranton, Pa., he indulged his 
passion and shared his knowledge 
via a weekly wine column. 

For most people, “wine can be a 
very intimidating thing,” Falchek 
says. The AWS’s goal, though, is to 
empower people, he says, and give them both knowl-
edge of and appreciation for wines through experi-
ence. The organization, which has 8,000 members 
across 180 chapters, hosts regular tastings and ed-
ucational programs aimed at dispelling the snobbery 
many associate with wine in order to make it more 

accessible and enjoyable to a broad-
er audience.

Falchek first joined the AWS 
board in 2009 and helped form a 
chapter in Scranton, Pa., where he 
lives. He then helped organize sev-
eral other Northeast chapters, and 
finally became the group’s execu-
tive director in charge of day-to-
day operations in November 2016. 
His current focus is on “image 
building,” including redesigning 
the AWS logo, improving electron-
ic communications, and increasing 
awareness of the organization in 
the wine industry and among new 
groups, including millennials. “It’s 

nice to be a part of a group that brings people to-
gether,” he says.

Eight hundred people attended the AWS’s 2017 
national conference, and new chapters were formed 
recently in Bozeman, Mont.; Fredericksburg, Va.; 
and Mobile, Ala.  —Josh McAuliffe

DAVID FALCHEK

’91

category, Best Lawyers 
in America. He lives in 
Pittsburgh. Children:  
Michelle ’04 Com; 
David ’08 Lib; Sara 
Pearson ’10 Com. 

Duane A. Crider ’78 
H&HD, ’81 MEd Edu, 
’96 PhD Hbg, prof., 
Dept. of Sport Mgmt. 
& Leadership Studies, 
Kutztown U., award-
ed Arthur & Isabel 
Wiesenberger Faculty 
Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. He lives in 
Hamburg, Pa.

in Elkins Park, Pa.

Edmund Fratus ’76a 
Eng published book, A 
Wandering Artist. The 
book includes a collec-
tion of his artwork with 
stories behind each 
painting. He lives in 
Denton, Texas.

Tom Giotto ’76, ’78 Lib 
( ), co-chair, labor 
& employment dept., 
Cozen O’Connor, named 
2018 Lawyer of the Yr., 
Pittsburgh Employ-
ment Law—mgmt. 

Jacquelyn Bonomo 
’79 Lib named CEO, 
PennFuture, a nonprofit 
focused on a clean-en-
ergy economy. She 
lives in Conyngham, Pa.

1980s
Deborah Baldwin 
Smoluk ’80 Bus pro-
moted to sr. VP, mbr. 
svcs., Members 1st Fed-
eral Credit Union. She 
& husband Michael ’80 
Bus live in Palmyra, Pa.

Charles Israel ’84 Eng 

(RA), CEO & found-
er, Lighting Design 
Alliance, received 
Illuminating Engineer-
ing Society Fellowship. 
He lives in Huntington 
Beach, Calif. 

Sue Gainor ’85 Lib 
(Lion’s Paw, AFROTC, 
Skull & Bones) named 
VP of global trade con-
trols, The Boeing Co. 
She was previously dir., 
defense trade controls 
compliance, U.S. Dept. 
of State. She lives in 
Vienna, Va.

Scott D. Sommerfeldt 
’89 PhD IDF, prof. of 
physics, Brigham Young 
U., is VP-elect, Acousti-
cal Society of America. 
He focuses his research 
on active control of 
sound & vibration. He 
lives in Provo, Utah.

1990s
Timothy R. Nurkiewicz 
’90 H&HD, microvascu-
lar physiologist, School 
of Medicine, WVU, is 
dir., WVU’s new Inha-
lation Facility, focusing 
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on health effects of 
inhaled particles. He & 
wife Janet ’89 Lib live 
in Morgantown, W.Va. 

Dave Shuster ’91 Bus, 
managing principal, 
Kramon & Graham law 
firm, elected to bd. of 
dirs., Downtown Part-
nership of Baltimore. 
He lives in Luther-
ville-Timonium, Md.

Glenn Mandalas ’92 
Eng (AFROTC), atty., 
land use, Baird Man-
dalas Brockstedt, LLC, 
named among 2017 
“Top Lawyers,” Dela-
ware Today magazine. 
He lives in Dover, Del.

Theodore J. Zeller III 
’92 JD Law, mbr., Norris 
McLaughlin & Marcus, 
P.A., & chair of its liquor 
law dept., presented 
webinar on loans for li-
quor licenses, Pa. Small 
Bus. Admin. He lives in 
Allentown, Pa.

Kristen Eisenbraun 
Houser ’93 H&HD, chief 
public affairs officer, 
Natl. Sexual Violence 
Resource Ctr. & Pa. 
Coalition Against Rape, 
apptd. to 2-yr. term, Pa. 
Commission for Wom-
en, by Gov. Tom Wolf. 
She was also elected 
to Coll. of H&HD Alum. 
Society Bd., Penn State. 
She lives in York, Pa.

Scott A. Harris ’94 Lib 
is VP of global accounts, 
Firmenich. He works 
in their global flavor & 
fragrance HQ and lives 

Fashion Advice from 
Ladies to Gents

Back in the day, men turned to 
magazines like GQ and Esquire 
if they wanted fashion advice. 

Today, any guy looking to up his fashion 
quotient has Style Girlfriend, a fashion 
and grooming website written entirely 
by women for men. “I wish I could say 
that I’d done a deep-dive, competitive 
analysis of the market that revealed the 
need for a female voice in menswear,” 
says Megan Collins ’06 Lib, who found-
ed Style Girlfriend in 2012. “The truth 
is, I just kind of fell into it.”

Collins launched the site as a favor 
to a friend in need of content for his 
made-to-measure suiting company, but 
it quickly became a full-time, all con-
suming gig that made her not only a 
household name in men’s fashion, but 
also a point person for the likes of Men’s 
Health, Huffington Post, and even Esquire 
and GQ, all of which regularly reference 
Style Girlfriend.

Collins attributes Style Girlfriend's  
success to its simple, direct approach, 
which aims to empower men about 
fashion without intimidating them.

“A typical men’s magazine might tell 
you that to look hip, you should dress 
like Kanye West, but while that might 
be OK for someone in New York, it can 
be off-putting to a guy in Dallas, who 
doesn’t think it’s realistic or relevant to 
his life to dress like a celebrity,” she 
says. “We help guys work with what 
they have so they can upgrade their 
look, but still feel like themselves.”

Evidently, that’s working: Style Girl-
friend gets half a million hits a month, 
Collins says, and she’s inundated with 
emails from grateful, fashion-forward 
readers  —SI

MEGAN COLLINS

’06

in Princeton, N.J.

Mary Severs Sonnen 
’94 Sci, ’99 MS Edu 
wed Thomas Sonnen. 
They & their 5 children 
live in Annandale, Va.

Thomas E. Strunk ’95 
Lib (U. Scholar), assoc. 
prof. of classics, Xavier 

U., published History 
after Liberty: Tacitus on 
Tyrants, Sycophants, 
and Republicans (U. of 
Mich. Press). He lives in 
Cincinnati.

Diane Foose ’02 Eng 
wed Eric Jerome ’97 
Eng (Blue Band) at the 
Arboretum at Penn 

State—July 21, 2017. 
They live in Sewell, N.J.

Michael Zeman ’98 
H&HD, ’01 MA Sci, dir., 
Student Engagement 
Network, Penn State, 
helped launch The 
Engagement Space in 
HUB—the network’s 1st 
major initiative. He & 

wife Suzanne ’99 H&HD 
live in State College.

David Brown ’99 EMS 
(Blue Band, Collegian) 
is dir., Southern Plains 
Climate Hub, U.S. Dept. 
of Agriculture. He lives 
in Oklahoma City.

Christopher Hauck 
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’99 Bus and wife 
Kharen welcomed baby 
girl Apollonia on Dec. 
8, 2016. They live in 
Philadelphia. 

Susan Mitcheltree ’99 
Sci/Com/Lib, principal 
& equity partner, Ber-
man McAleer fi nancial 
planning & wealth 
mgmt. fi rm, named to 
bd. of trustees, Modell 
Lyric Foundation. She 
lives in Baltimore.

Bradley C. Nindl ’99 
PhD IDF, col., U.S. 
Army Reserve, & prof./
dir., neuromuscular 
research lab. & Warrior 
Human Performance 
Research Ctr., U. of 
Pittsburgh, assumed 
command of Army 
Reserve S.E. Medical 
Area Readiness Sup-
port Group. He lives in 
Gibsonia, Pa.

Sam Wintermyer ’99 
Bus is gen. mgr., Toyota 
Motor North Ameri-
ca, Cincinnati region 
sales offi  ce. He lives in 
Mason, Ohio. 

2000s
Heather Leigh Downs 
Davis ’00 Sci, family 
physician, & adjunct as-
soc. prof., UNC School 
of Medicine, received 
2017 T. Reginald Harris 

MD Memorial Award, 
Carolinas Ctr. for Medi-
cal Excellence. She lives 
in Wilmington, N.C.

Duane Thomas ’01, 
’06 Eng, site/civil 
engr., promoted to 
assoc., Leesburg, Va., 
offi  ce, Dewberry. He 
is currently working 
on the Dulles Corridor 
Metrorail pjct. He lives 
in Stephenson, Va.

David L. Maaskant ’02 
Bus, ’10 MBA Hbg, CPA 
& tax mgr., Smith Elliott 
Kearns & Co., LLC, 
completed certifi cation 
process, Natl. Assn. of 
Certifi ed Valuators & 
Analysts, to earn Certi-
fi ed Valuation Analyst 
credential. He lives in 
Harrisburg.

Richard Burgunder ’04 
Lib completed back-
to-back, successful 
summits of Mt. Whitney 
& Half Dome. He lives in 
Leadville, Colo.

Leanne Lutton Lenz ’04, 
’11 MA Lib is exec. dir., 
Centre Helps. She lives 
in State College with her 
husband and daughter.

Erin Weidemann 
’04 Com (Softball), 
co-founder, Bible 
Belles, & podcast host, 
Heroes For Her, was 
keynote speaker, Global 
Entrepreneurship Week, 
Penn State. A 5-time 
cancer survivor, she 
lives in Encinitas, Calif.

Kristen Yonson ’04 

Bus ( ) is co-founder, 
SwatchPop! The online 
platform allows users 
to get professional 
advice on redecorating 
their homes. She lives 
in Alpharetta, Ga.

Heather Ewing 
Karpawich ’05 Bus 
promoted to managing 
dir., Grant Thornton 
LLP, where she has 
worked for 12 yrs. She 
& husband Michael ’05 
Eng live in Philadelphia.

Dayna C. Finkelstein 
’06 JD Law, partner, 
Blank Rome, is adjunct 
prof., Thomas R. Kline 
School of Law, Drexel U. 
She lives in Philadelphia. 

Lindsey Hetrick 
Boughter ’07 Com, ’12 
MEdu GrtVly has new 
job as content writer, 
Altitude Marketing. She 
lives in Pottstown, Pa.

Courtney Kriebel 
Mullen ’07 Com & 
husband Andrew have 
son Isaac—born April 
29, 2017. They live in 
Philadelphia.

Benjamin Phillips 
’07 Lib (Glee Club) & 
wife Amy Hartle ’09 
H&HD have son Austin 
Jeff rey—born Aug. 15, 
2017. They live in Berk-
ley, Mich.

Jason Hinz ’08 Eng 
(AFROTC) promoted to 
pjct. mgr., civil engrng. 
group, Herbert, Row-
land & Grubic, Inc. He 
lives in Harrisburg.

Hillary Lewis Murray 
’08 Com/Lib ( ) 
has M.B.A. from U. of 
Va. Darden School & is 
founder, Lumi organic 
juice co. (LumiJuice
.com). She lives in 
Malvern, Pa.

John J. Buckley ’09 
Lib (Schreyer), assoc., 
Norris McLaughlin & 
Marcus, P.A., presented 
for Bux-Mont Human 
Resources Assn. His 
presentation focused 
on marijuana in the 
workplace. He lives in 
Allentown, Pa.

2010s
Anna Cinelli ’10 Com 
wed Michael Marzano 
’10 Sci ( )—Oct. 
20, 2017. They live in 
Chicago.

Kara Mazer ’10 H&HD 
( ) wed Benjamin 
Spanswick ’10 IST 
( )—Sept. 15, 
2017. They live 
in Washington, 
D.C.

BABY'S FIRST
TAILGATE 
Seven-week old Everett 
White tailgated with his 
parents Erinn Wischum 
’04 Com, ’08 MLM GrtVly 
and Chris White ’10 
Eng at the Penn State/
Maryland game on Nov. 25.

RELIEF FIGHT 
Varun Purohit ’03 Eng 
(far left), a major in the 
Wyoming Air National 
Guard, led a C-130 fl ight 
delivering supplies to 
hurricane-ravaged Puerto 
Rico last fall.

 SEND US YOUR NEWS!Wedding, birth, promotion, anniversary, retirement, or award? Let us know about your major life events!Send items to pennstater@psu.edu.
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A Longtime Free-Market Lobbyist
It was 1989 and Richard 
Lesher, then-president of 
the U.S. Chamber of Com-

merce, was on a speaking tour of 
Czechoslovakia. He had been in-
vited by the Czech ambassador to 
the United States to talk about the 
virtues of capitalism in a country 
on the brink of historic change, 
where less than a month after his 
visit, students would take to the 
streets and end close to 50 years of 
Communist rule in a peaceful rev-
olution. “I’d like to think that I had 
a role in that,” Lesher MS ’60 Bus 
says, “and in making the case that capitalism is bet-
ter than socialism.” 

During his 22-year tenure at the Chamber, Lesh-
er—whose memoir Voice of Business (Indiana Uni-
versity Press) was published in 2017—was a strong 
advocate for free enterprise and the capitalist mod-
el. Under his watch, the world’s largest business 

organization, representing the in-
terests of over three million Amer-
ican enterprises, became a sophis-
ticated entity with significant 
economic and political clout. 

Lesher drew upon the dyna-
mism he’d absorbed working for 
NASA in the 1960s, during the 
heady “race to the Moon” days, to 
modernize the Chamber’s com-
munication systems. He also cre-
ated and moderated It’s Your Busi-
ness, a nationally syndicated 
television debate show that ran 
for 18 years and featured numer-

ous senators and members of the House—conser-
vatives as well as liberals—as guest debaters.

Lesher, who retired to his hometown of Cham-
bersburg, Pa., got his undergraduate degree from 
the University of Pittsburgh and, following his mas-
ter’s from Penn State, earned a doctorate from Indi-
ana University.  —SI

RICHARD LESHER

’60

Robin Sutker ’10 Agr, 
animal keeper, Md. 
Zoo,  participated in 
Earth Expeditions 
global field course 
in Namibia—Miami 
U. Global Field Pgm. 
She studied ongoing 
research pjcts. that 
included radio tracking, 
cheetah conservation, 
ecosystem mgmt., 
& design of school & 
community pgms. She 
lives in Baltimore.

Heather Weber ’10 
Eng earned Ph.D., bio 
engrng., Dresden U. of 
Technology. She wed 

Milos Kostic in Oct. 
2017 & lives in Drexel 
Hill, Pa. Father: William 
’84 Bus.

Joseph McDougall ’12 
MA Bus named sr. VP 
& pres., Global Refinish 
at Axalta Coating 
Systems. He lives in 
Newtown, Pa.

Heather Hodge ’14 Lib 
(Schreyer) wed Kieran 
Carlisle ’14, ’14 MAE 
Eng (Parmi Nous)—
June 3, 2017. They live 
in Chicago. 

Thomas E. Robins ’14 

JD Law is assoc. atty., 
Saxton & Stump. He 
focuses his practice on 
labor & employment, 
construction litigation, 
& healthcare litigation. 
He lives in Williams-
port, Pa.

Amanda Lavin Brennan 
’16 H&HD & husband 
John have daughter 
Reagan Anna—born 
Aug. 31, 2017. They live 
in Carbondale, Pa.

Marcus W. Shand ’16 
JD Law is assoc. atty., 
Saxton & Stump. He 
focuses his practice on 

labor & employment, 
construction litigation, & 
healthcare litigation. He 
lives in Lancaster, Pa.

Shari Maynard ’17 JD 
Law is assoc., litigation 
div., Eckert Seamans. 
She lives in Philadelphia.

Chase J. Wright ’17 
JD Law is atty., Mette, 
Evans & Woodside. He 
focuses his practice on 
banking law, bus. law, 
& municipal finance. He 
lives in Harrisburg.

Class Notes is compiled by 
Erika Spicer ’13 Com.

READY TO SKATE
Nolan Downey was 
born Sept. 12, 2017. 

Mom Amy Strauss ’04 
Lib is a former Penn 
Stater senior editor; 

dad Bill Downey ’04 is  
a former Icer.

Nationally Recognized 
for Gastroenterology,  

GI Surgery and  
Orthopedics

HMC-12466-18-82892
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1930s
Selwyn Z. Freed ’38 Lib (Tennis), Larch-
mont, N.Y.—Sept. 6, 2016. | John Troan ’39 
Com (Alum. Council, Dist. Alum., Alum. 
Fellow, Collegian), Pittsburgh—Oct. 7, 2017.

1940s
Ralph F. Smith Jr. ’40 Agr ( ), Marietta, 
Ga.—Aug. 30, 2016. | Edythe Rickel Bloom 
’41 Lib (Collegian), Simsbury, Conn.—Oct. 
1, 2017. | William R. Motz ’41 Lib, Norwich, 
N.Y.—April 23, 2017. | Margaret Campbell 
Bucher ’43 H&HD ( ), Aurora, Colo.—
Aug. 30, 2016. | Harold J. Churchill ’43 
Eng, Ford City, Pa.—June 10, 2017. | Horst 
Mueller ’43 Agr, Summerville, S.C.—Oct. 
27, 2017. | Stuart Patton ’43 Agr (Dist. 
Alum., Alum. Fellow, Acacia), La Jolla, 
Calif.—Oct. 9, 2017. Children: John ’67 Sci; 
Richard ’68 Agr; Gail Polk ’71, ’73 MA A&A; 

Mary Fisher ’77 Lib; Patricia ’81 A&A, ’81 
A&A. | John E. Dereich ’44 Agr ( ), Pitts-
burgh—Oct. 16, 2016. | Edmund G. Pinger 
’44 Eng, Drums, Pa.—March 31, 2017. Son: 
Edmund Jr. ’94, ’97 MS Eng. | Joan Work-
man Taylor ’45 Lib ( ), Lafayette Hill, 
Pa.—Oct. 8, 2017. | Judd W. Healy ’46 Eng 
( , Basketball, Lion’s Paw, Parmi Nous), 
Palatine, Ill.—Sept. 30, 2017. | Martha Herr 
Keesey ’46 Lib ( ), Lancaster, Pa.—
Oct. 13, 2017. | Eleanor Shaheen ’46 Sci, 
Columbia, Mo.—Oct. 15, 2017. | Kay Setter 
Thomas ’46 H&HD, St. Paul, Minn.—Info. 
received October 2017. | Louis S. Acker 
’47 Bus ( ), Southampton, Pa.—Jan. 16, 
2017. | Marian Hughes Call ’47 MEd Edu 
(Collegian), Gastonia, N.C.—Nov. 14, 2017. | 
Ralph D. Cohen ’47 Eng ( ), Jenkintown, 
Pa.—Oct. 26, 2017. | David W. Gordon ’47 
Agr ( ), Doylestown, Pa.—Oct. 20, 2017.
| John E. Kishbaugh ’47 Bus, Haddonfi eld, 
N.J.—Oct. 17, 2017. | Carl F. McKee ’47a 

Agr, Columbus, Ohio—Sept. 27, 2017. | Lola 
Dayton Peshek ’47 H&HD, Des Moines, 
Iowa—Sept. 26, 2017. | Gerald A. Davis 
’48 Bus ( ), Marion, Ohio—Sept. 22, 
2017. | Esther Jamison Fromuth ’48 H&HD, 
Southampton, Pa.—Oct. 14, 2017. | Robert 
R. Klar ’48 Edu, Indiana, Pa.—Nov. 10, 2017.
| Richard J. Lauer ’48 Eng, Hollidaysburg, 
Pa.—Nov. 13, 2017. | Barnes W. McCor-
mick Jr. ’48, ’49 MS, ’54 PhD Eng, State 
College—Oct. 29, 2017. Wife: Emily Hess 
’61 Edu. | Barbara D. Amberson ’49 Sci, 
Sacramento, Calif.—Sept. 13, 2017. | Amato 
F. Basile ’49 Bus (AFROTC), Orinda, Calif.—
Feb. 3, 2017. | Arthur E. Bohard ’49 Bus 
(Baseball), Fort Myers, Fla.—Oct. 17, 2017. 
Sister: Elsie Cohn ’46 Sci. | Paul F. Corbiere 
’49 Agr ( ), Bloomfi eld Hills, Mich.—
Oct. 14, 2017. | Charles B. Hood Jr. ’49 Sci, 
’55 Eng ( ), Charlottesville, Va.—Nov. 
4, 2017. Son: Peter ’79 Agr. | Eugene J. 
Martin ’49 Eng, Lake Worth, Fla.—Oct. 24, 

IN MEMORIAM  |  ALUMNI

Illustrations by Randy Glass

For nearly 30 years, William Failor ’50 A&A
planned and managed prestigious land-
marks and outdoor spaces for the U.S. 

National Park Service, but that didn’t deter him from 
spending days off exploring. “He loved taking pho-
tos of the park signs,” son Bob says of family vaca-
tions spent camping and visiting national parks.

After serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II, Failor earned a degree in landscape 
architecture and later worked as a park designer for 
the Toledo Metropolitan Park Authority in Ohio. His 

job as a park planner in Philadelphia in 1956 became 
the first of many positions with the National Park 
Service that included master plan coordinator for 
the National Capital Parks in Washington, D.C., and 
superintendent of Antietam National Battlefield. 
After a tropical storm hit the C&O Canal National 
Historical Park in 1972, Failor was the superintendent 
who led the extensive rebuilding. 

His honors include a Citation for Meritorious Ser-
vice from the U.S. Interior Department, and the Penn 
State College of Arts and Architecture’s Alumni 
Award. A devoted Nittany Lion football fan, Failor 
also served as president of the Alumni Association’s 
Potomac Valley chapter.

In retirement, Failor taught parks and recreation 
courses at Frederick Community College. “He liked 
being around young people—he was a mentor to 
many,” says son Steve. Failor, 93, died July 10, 2017, 
in Frederick, Md. He is survived by three sons, 
including Bob ’73 EMS and Steve ’77 H&HD. 
—Erika Spicer ’13 Com

’50

National Park
Manager

WILLIAM R. FAILOR 1924–2017
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RAY WALKER 1912–2017

Penn State’s
Oldest Alum
Coal magnate Ray Walker ’35 Lib would 
sometimes bring his young son, Alan, with 
him on business trips overseas. “He’d say, 

‘I want you to sit with a stranger,’” Alan says. “’You 
(already) know everything about me.’” Few people 
seemed to be strangers to Ray Walker, at 105 the 
university's oldest living alumnus at the time of his 
death. “He had this uncanny ability to meet people 
and make friends,” says Alan. 

A sportsman and classically trained violinist, 
Walker started his coal business as a student when 
family money was wiped out before the Great 
Depression, and grew the Bradford Coal Company 
into an empire. He enriched Penn State, donating 
nearly $800,000 to the school over his lifetime, along 
with a 132-year-old violin he had bought in 1990. In 
his hometown of Bigler, Pa., population 500 and the 
only place he ever lived other than State College, he 
founded several civic and youth organizations.

At 5-foot-6, 120 pounds, he lived large and never 
slowed down. Alan said his dad was the oldest per-
son to receive a moving traffic violation from a Penn-
sylvania state trooper when he was pulled over for 
speeding at age 102, and was still driving a snow-
mobile as a centenarian. 

Walker ( ) died June 9, 2017, in Bigler. He is 
survived by two sons, including Alan ’68 Bus. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Louise.  
—Meri-Jo Borzilleri

ALUMNI  |  IN MEMORIAM

2017. | Peter H.B. Norton ’49, ’69 MS Agr, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa.—Oct. 2, 2017. | Russell 
C. Ruhf ’49 EMS ( , Wrestling), State 
College—Oct. 14, 2017. Wife: Anne Cooper 
’50 H&HD; children: Barbara Heller ’76 
H&HD; Steven ’79 Bus; Richard ’86 A&A; 
Laurence ’86 Com. | Jerry P. Sapienza ’49 
Lib, Waverly, Ohio—Aug. 27, 2017. | Joseph 
D. Shein ’49 Lib ( , Golf), Key Biscayne, 
Fla.—Oct. 8, 2017. | Edgar C. Weaver ’49 
Eng, Memphis, Tenn.—Oct. 24, 2017.

1950s 
George E. Cassel ’50 Agr, Everett, Pa.—
Oct. 22, 2017. | William A. Dempsey ’50 
Bus ( , Glee Club), Auckland, New 
Zealand—July 8, 2017. | John C. Houck Jr. 
’50 Agr ( , AFROTC), Fort Collins, 
Colo.—April 18, 2017. | Lucille Philips 
Liggitt ’50 Edu ( ), Lancaster, Pa.—
Sept. 30, 2017. | Brooke B. McGhee ’50 Bus 
( ), Lock Haven, Pa.—Oct. 26, 2017. Wife: 
Dorothy Watson ’46 H&HD. | Robert J. 

Menzie Sr. ’50 EMS, Houston—Sept. 18, 
2017. | James D. Mohney ’50 H&HD, ’55 
MEd Edu (Wrestling), Clearfi eld, Pa.—Sept. 
19, 2017. | James A. Moredock ’50 Agr 
(AFROTC), Schaghticoke, N.Y.—July 9, 2017.
| John F. Ryan ’50 MS, ’53 PhD Eng, 
Lindale, Texas—Sept. 1, 2017. | Gilda Greco 
Shaver ’50 Lib ( ), McLean, Va.—Sept. 
25, 2017. | Vernon T. Smith Jr. ’50 Agr ( ), 
Emigrant, Mont.—Aug. 31, 2017. | Karl T. 
Wagner ’50 Eng, Weatherly, Pa.—Oct. 20, 
2017. Sons: Wayne ’71a Bus Hazlt; Paul ’77 
Agr; Timothy ’82 Agr. | Christel Wilcke 
Walter ’50 Edu ( ), Tarrytown, N.Y.—Oct. 
19, 2017. | David W. Christopher ’51 Lib 
(Alum. Fellow), Pittsburgh—Nov. 3, 2017. 
Daughter: Amy Tiemann ’83 Bus. | William 
H. Davitt ’51 EMS, Pawleys Island, S.C.—
Oct. 14, 2017. | George N. Demshock ’51, 
’54 MEd Edu (Skull & Bones), Harrisburg, 
Pa.—Oct. 18, 2017. | Margery Johns Kelz ’51 
Edu, ’58 MEd Sci, ’78 MEd Edu, Bellefonte, 
Pa.—Oct. 17, 2017. Son: Russell ’88 EMS. | 
Harold A. Leinbach ’51 Bus ( , Glee 

Club, Lion’s Paw, Parmi Nous, Thespians), 
East Lansing, Mich.—Oct. 7, 2017. Wife: Jane 
Ashenfelter ’51 H&HD. | Elizabeth Webber 
McClenaghan ’51 Lib, Akron, Ohio—Sept. 
24, 2016. | Dominic Palombo Jr. ’51 Agr 
( ), Hickory, Pa.—July 21, 2017. | Charles 
J. Shenot ’51 Agr ( ), Leesburg, Fla.—
Sept. 10, 2017. Children: Martha Matthews 
’79 Sci; Michael ’83 Bus. | Merrill A. Sporkin 
’51 Bus ( , Skull & Bones, Thespians), 
Merion Station, Pa.—Oct. 21, 2017. | Dori 
Spielberg Weiss ’51 Lib, Silver Spring, 
Md.—Oct. 18, 2017. | Robert A. Bricker ’52 
Eng Wyo, Sinking Spring, Pa.—May 10, 
2017. | Mary Odell Colman ’52 Edu, ’57 MS 
Sci ( ), Wrentham, Mass.—Oct. 15, 2017.
| Julian A. Cook Jr. ’52 Lib (Alum. Council, 
Dist. Alum., , AROTC), Silver Spring, 
Md.—May 16, 2017. | Lewis M. Follett ’52 
MEd Edu, Lebanon, Pa.—Sept. 26, 2017. | 
Henry D. Gardner ’52 Eng, Phoenix—Oct. 1, 
2017. | William F. Glass ’52, ’57 MS Eng, 
Duncansville, Pa.—Sept. 29, 2017. | 
Raymond L. Judd ’52 Eng, Huddleston, 

’35
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Va.—Oct. 30, 2017. | Earle D. Mundell ’52 
H&HD ( , Football), Dayton, Ohio—Oct. 
9, 2017. | John A. Stevens ’52 MS Eng, 
Miami—Sept. 3, 2017. | Arthur C. Woodard 
’52 EMS (AROTC, Acacia), Green Valley, 
Ariz.—Sept. 30, 2017. Wife: Kathleen 
Hammond ’52 Lib. | Frederick Bigony ’53 
Eng ( ), Jupiter, Fla.—Nov. 18, 2017. Wife: 
Katherine Meinig ’52 Lib. | Joseph E. 
Browne ’53 Agr ( ), Phoenix—March 4, 
2017. | Paul F. Custer ’53 Eng, Johnstown, 
Pa.—Sept. 28, 2017. | Wilbur E. Gilham ’53 
MEd Sci, Philipsburg, Pa.—Oct. 8, 2017. | 
John C. Graham Sr. ’53 Agr, Lees Summit, 
Mo.—Oct. 1, 2017. | Nancy Tanney 
Herlocher ’53, Bellefonte, Pa.—Sept. 29, 
2017. Son: Roy III ’87, ’89 MS Eng. | Nyle M. 
Hershberger ’53 H&HD, ’60 MEd Sci, 
Cincinnati—Nov. 7, 2017. | Bernard L. Kelley 
’53 Agr, Pinehurst, N.C.—Nov. 14, 2017. | 
Rudolph P. Matyas ’53 Lib, ’54 MS, ’63 DEd 
Edu (RA), Doylestown, Pa.—Oct. 14, 2017. | 
G. Richard Mountain ’53 Eng ( ), 
Hollidaysburg, Pa.—Nov. 8, 2017. Brother: 
John ’54 Agr; daughter: Pamela Myers ’81 
H&HD. | William V. Poshefko ’53 Bus, East 
Hanover, N.J.—Aug. 1, 2017. | John T. 
Richards ’53 Agr ( ), Atlanta—Dec. 19, 
2016. Wife: Janet Thomas ’52 Lib. | Leon R. 
Romig ’53 Eng, Chester, Va.—Oct. 6, 2017. | 
Fred C. Schoenagel Jr. ’53 Eng, Greentown, 
Pa.—Oct. 6, 2017. Children: Susan Baka ’83, 
’91a H&HD Hazlt; Amy Meacock ’86 Agr; 
Thomas ’77 Eng Worth; Frederick III ’91, ’95 
MAgr Agr. | Doyle A. Shank ’53 MEd Edu, 
New Oxford, Pa.—Oct. 26, 2017. | Daniel M. 
Ungvarsky ’53 Eng, Lansdale, Pa.—Oct. 30, 
2017. | Betty Richardson Wicks ’53 Edu 
( , Collegian, Thespians), Camp Hill, 
Pa.—Nov. 6, 2017. Children: Deborah ’79 
H&HD; John II ’82 Hbg; Robert ’83 Bus. | 
Richard Betar ’54 Eng, Merritt Island, 
Fla.—July 14, 2017. | Samuel W. Braverman 
’54 MS Sci, ’57 PhD Agr, Geneva, N.Y.—Oct. 
6, 2017. Wife: Sandra Epstein ’57 H&HD. | 
Herman E. Golomb ’54 Agr ( , La Vie, 
Skull & Bones, Thespians), Pittsburgh—Oct. 
19, 2017. | Renee Janoski Karski ’54 Lib 
(Thespians), Bedminster, N.J.—Oct. 30, 
2017. | J. Richard Lemyre ’54 EMS ( , 
Wrestling, AFROTC, Lion’s Paw, Skull & 
Bones), Port Washington, N.Y.—July 26, 

SHERBYN OSTRICH 1937–2017

Aside from being an exceptional veterinarian, Sherbyn 
Ostrich ’59 Agr also was known for the analytical 
approach he took toward the profession. After being 

appointed to the state Animal Health and Diagnostic Commission 
in 1989, Ostrich later served as president of the American Veter-
inary Medical Association from 1995–96, and early on cited vet-
erinary educational debt and practice profitability as key chal-
lenges facing vets. Such analyses led to the formation of the first 
National Commission on Veterinary Economic Issues, of which 
Ostrich was a charter member. Bruce Little, AMVA executive vice 
president during that time, called Ostrich “an icon in the profes-
sion, and a hero to the animals he served.”

At home, the family grew up surrounded by animals—not just 
cats and dogs, either. Ostrich, who earned a zoology degree from 
Penn State, was a practicing veterinarian in Berks and Lebanon 
counties until 2016. He was willing to treat any animal—snakes, 
rats, sheep, and more. Whether it was treating a baby goat, or 
saving a doe hit by a car—a story that made the local paper— 
Ostrich’s wife, Dianne, says he sometimes treated many of these 
critters on credit or even for free. “If a child would bring in a bird 
that they had found, he would treat it for nothing and tell them 
what to do to take care of it,” she says. Ostrich died June 30, 2017, 
in Reading, Pa. Besides his wife, he is survived by a son, a foster 
son, and three daughters.  —Anna Andersen 

2017. | Richard T. Longo ’54 Eng ( , 
AFROTC), Ballwin, Mo.—Sept. 29, 2017.
| Richard R. Oswald ’54, ’56 MS Eng, 
Portsmouth, R.I.—Oct. 14, 2017. | Robert G. 
Peet ’54 Eng, Pittsford, N.Y.—March 12, 
2017. | Richard W. Potter ’54 A&A, ’60 MEd 
Edu (Thespians), Duncansville, Pa.—Oct. 2, 
2017. | Joe Roach ’54 MEd Edu, Louisville, 
Ky.—Sept. 13, 2017. | William L. Sipple Jr. 
’54, ’65 MS Agr, State College—Oct. 9, 

2017. Wife: Joyce Gilbert ’84 MEd Edu.
| Lee Joseph Altshuler ’55 Edu ( ), 
Kansas City, Mo.—May 28, 2017. | Robert C. 
Berrang ’55a Eng Alt, Waynesboro, Va.—
Oct. 10, 2017. | John E. Binney ’55 MEd 
Edu, State College—Oct. 11, 2017. | Arlene 
Smith Greim Brooke ’55 H&HD ( ), 
Glen Mills, Pa.—Oct. 4, 2017. | John P. 
Harris ’55 Agr ( ), Doylestown, Pa.—
Oct. 24, 2017. Wife: Carolyn Greenawalt ’57 

’59
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Eng, Bradford, Pa.—Oct. 25, 2017. | Alan D. 
Yoder ’56 Agr, Clarks Summit, Pa.—Nov. 3, 
2017. Brother: Ira Jr. ’50 Agr; son: Michael 
’90 Sci. | Russell D. Adams ’57a Eng Alt, 
West Bloomfi eld, Mich.—Oct. 17, 2016.
| Wilbur H. Hamilton Jr. ’57 Bus ( ), 
Philadelphia—Aug. 22, 2017. Wife: Rebecca 
Bowers ’57 H&HD. | Philip W. Hartman ’57 
Lib—Sept. 30, 2017. | Mabel Krepps Horrell 
’57 MEd Edu, Shippensburg, Pa.—Oct. 14, 
2017. | Kenneth W. Humiston ’57 MEd Edu, 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.—Oct. 2, 2017. | John 
J. Knaff  Jr. ’57 Bus ( ), Exton, Pa.—Oct. 
25, 2017. Son: John ’83 Eng. | Beatrice Mac-
Donald Miller ’57 Lib, Spring Hill, Tenn.—
Oct. 21, 2017. Daughters: Wendy Kibler ’82 
Lib; Tracey Crawford ’83 Sci. | Joseph L. 
Pascuzzi ’57 Eng ( ), Reading, Pa.—
Sept. 29, 2017. Children: Kathryn Focht ’85 
Bus; Joseph ’95 Sci. | Lynn Bracken Smith 
’57 Agr, Camden, S.C.—Oct. 22, 2017. 
Husband: Farren Jr. ’64 PhD Sci. | Paul A. 
Staller ’57a Eng Schuyl, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.—Sept. 30, 2017. | William A. Yingling 
’57 Eng (AFROTC), Leonardtown, 
Md.—April 18, 2017. | Ray W. Yoho ’57 Eng, 

New Castle, Pa.—Oct. 5, 2017. | Kenneth G. 
Boback ’58a Eng WB, Wilkes Barre, 
Pa.—Nov. 5, 2017. | Jack L. Daddona ’58 
MEd Edu, Galesburg, Ill.—Oct. 19, 2017. 
Wife: Shirley Campbell ’60 MEd Sci. | 
Robert S. Fuller ’58 Sci, Harrisburg, Pa.—
Oct. 18, 2017. | Charles Wayne Gordon Jr. 
’58 Bus, Dallas, Pa.—Oct. 27, 2017. | Sarah 
Bringman Herrick ’58 Edu, Key West, 
Fla.—Sept. 3, 2017. | William G. Lipko ’58a 
Eng Worth, West Chester, Pa.—Feb. 21, 
2017. | Thomas V. McGee ’58a Eng Hazlt, 
Lake Ariel, Pa.—Nov. 9, 2017. | Robert M. 
Miller ’58 Eng ( , AROTC, Blue Band), 
Richmond, Va.—Oct. 2, 2017. Wife: Gail 
Rolle ’58 Edu. | Jerold S. Panati ’58 Bus 
( , AROTC), West Chester, Pa.—Oct. 9, 
2017. | Jerry E. Phillips ’58 Eng ( , 
AROTC, Blue Band), Austin, Texas—Oct. 18, 
2017. | Robert R. Reeder ’58, ’61 MA Lib, 
Bloomsburg, Pa.—Nov. 16, 2017. | Robert M. 
Schaeff er ’58 Agr (Glee Club), Kittanning, 
Pa.—Sept. 23, 2017. | Charles F. Scott ’58 
Lib, Hollidaysburg, Pa.—Nov. 5, 2017. 
Daughter: Debra ’92, ’95 MS H&HD. | 
Kenton L. Bachman ’59 Lib, Warrington, 
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H&HD; sons: James ’82 Agr; Jeff rey ’84 
A&A. | William R. Johnston ’55 Eng ( ), 
Mountainburg, Ark.—July 4, 2017. | Henry 
J. Loewen ’55 MEd A&A, State College—
Nov. 21, 2017. Children: Michael ’79 A&A; 
Philip ’80 A&A; Christina Davies ’83 Lib. | 
Andrew J. Majer ’55 EMS, Portage, Pa.—
Oct. 25, 2017. | Edward Nezneski ’55 MEd 
A&A, Portage, Pa.—Nov. 1, 2017. | Michael 
J. Price Jr. ’55 Com ( , WDFM), Elgin, 
S.C.—Nov. 6, 2017. Wife: Ida Renner ’55 Lib.
| Emory R. Stanley ’55 MEd, ’67 DEd Edu, 
New Milford, Pa.—Sept. 27, 2017. | Alvi O. 
Voigt ’55, ’57 MS Agr, State College—Sept. 
30, 2017. Children: John ’74 EMS; Ann 
Murray ’76 Agr; Jean ’81 Agr. | Arthur C. 
Aikin Jr. ’56 MS, ’60 PhD Sci, Silver Spring, 
Md.—Sept. 28, 2017. | Elaine Giltman 
Amdur ’56 H&HD (WDFM), Kingston, 
Pa.—Nov. 12, 2017. | Joan Reese Dix ’56 
Edu, Pine Grove, Pa.—Oct. 12, 2017. 
Husband: James ’56 Bus. | James E. Erb 
’56 Agr, New Wilmington, Pa.—Sept. 13, 
2017. | Harry L. Pinch ’56 PhD Sci, 
Princeton, N.J.—Sept. 6, 2017. Wife: Judith 
Emdin ’55 MA Lib. | William J. Winters ’56 

Amy J. Reed was known as both a skilled 
doctor and a loving mother to her six chil-
dren. “She was an example of what is pos-

sible in our society for women to achieve,” says her 
husband, Hooman Noorchashm. Reed ’95 Sci 
obtained her Ph.D. and medical degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania, specializing in anesthe-

sia and critical care medicine. She was working at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston at 
the time of the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing and 
treated the victims and one of the bombers.

Reed died on May 24, 2017, at the age of 44, after 
a four-year battle with uterine cancer, which spread 
after a surgical procedure using an electrical device 
was used to remove what were believed to be benign 
uterine fibroids. The procedur e instead spread malig-
nant cells within her body. Reed became a vocal 
opponent of the device, known as a morcellator, 
which now carries a warning that it not be used in 
most women who undergo a hysterectomy or myo-
mectomy. “I think she ultimately viewed (her advo-
cacy) as her responsibility to public health, to women, 
and to our daughters,” Noorchashm said.

Reed is survived by Noorchashm and their six 
children, ages 4–15.  —Meghan Walbert

’95

Doctor and 
Advocate

AMY J. REED 1973–2017
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Pa.—Nov. 5, 2017. Daughter: Susan 
Halteman ’97 A&A. | Anne Giles Boehle ’59 
MEd Edu, Ridgefi eld, Conn.—Oct. 25, 2017. 
Husband: John Jr. ’60 MS, ’64 PhD Agr. | 
George G. Chappel ’59 Agr (AFROTC), 
Sedalia, Mo.—Oct. 18, 2017. Son: Brian ’83 
Eng. | William E. Deibler ’59 Com, Mount 
Laurel, N.J.—Feb. 1, 2017. | Charles N. 
Freed ’59 EMS (Triangle), Olney, Md.—Nov. 
14, 2017. | Raymond Freedman ’59 MS Agr, 
Norwich, N.Y.—Sept. 27, 2017. | John S. 
Garling ’59 Agr, Etters, Pa.—Nov. 4, 2017. 
Sons: William ’80 Agr; James ’90 Eng. | 
Marko Godich ’59a Eng Allghy, Glassport, 
Pa.—Oct. 16, 2016. | Louis E. Hargenrader 
’59, ’65 MS Eng, Anchorage, Alaska—June 
26, 2017. | Vincent Paul Herron Jr. ’59 Eng, 
Lancaster, Pa.—Nov. 15, 2017. | Dorothy 
Lentz McVey ’59 Edu, Erie, Pa.—Nov. 16, 
2017. Husband: Lee ’59 Agr. | Thomas A. 
Nell ’59 Eng ( ), Lake Leelanau, Mich.—

Sept. 2, 2017 | George D. Richard ’59 Bus, 
Dallas, Pa.—Oct. 16, 2017. | Richard C. Wilt 
Jr. ’59 Bus (NROTC), Langhorne, Pa.—June 
20, 2016.

1960s 
Dorothy Ammerman ’60 Agr, Redding, 
Calif.—Oct. 16, 2017. | John H. Benner ’60a 
Eng, Lancaster, S.C.—Jan. 25, 2017. | E. 
Russell Connelly ’60 Bus ( , AROTC), 
Waynesburg, Pa.—Oct. 8, 2017. | David 
W. Darlington ’60 Agr, West Chester, 
Pa.—Oct. 13, 2017. Sons: Kenneth ’87 Agr; 
Jeff rey ’92 Bus. | William G. Felix Jr. ’60 
Edu, Somerset, Pa.—Nov. 11, 2017. Wife: 
Linda Maclean ’62 Lib. | Charles A. Geesey 
’60 Sci, Fort Collins, Colo.—Nov. 9, 2017.
| John A. Iff t ’60 EMS, Lillian, Ala.—May 
27, 2017. | Richard A. Johnson ’60 EMS 
( ), Santa Barbara, Calif.—Oct. 20, 2017. 

Wife: Patricia Stuart ’58 Edu. | Livio A. 
Nave ’60a Eng Berks, Reading, Pa.—Oct. 
28, 2017. | Dorothy Maroney Perez ’60 MS 
EMS, Hopewell Junction, N.Y.—Oct. 28, 
2017. | Dorothy Apelian Rozelle ’60 Lib, 
Portland, Maine—June 11, 2017. | Richard G. 
Schlosser ’60 Bus, Schnecksville, Pa.—Nov. 
10, 2017. Son: Timothy ’87 Sci. | Murray M. 
Simon ’60, ’65 PhD Sci ( , Collegian, 
Parmi Nous), Charlotte, N.C.—Aug. 3, 2017.
| Robert A. Szeyller ’60 Bus (Track/Cross 
Country), Bellefonte, Pa.—Oct. 10, 2017. 
Wife: Mary Radovic ’60 H&HD; brother: 
Mathias Jr. ’48 Lib; daughters: Laurie Sneve 
’85 Bus; Lisa Hauser ’87 H&HD. | Freder-
ick W. Townsend ’60, ’61 MEd Edu, Mount 
Holly Springs, Pa.—Sept. 30, 2017. | Buddy 
S. Ajalat ’61 MEd A&A, Westwood, N.J.—
Nov. 2, 2017. | Gale Klingensmith Bushok 
’61 Edu ( ), Cleveland—Nov. 11, 2017. | 
William F. Craft ’61a Eng Behrend, Erie, 

As Jack Shaheen’s young children watched 
cartoons one Saturday morning in 1974, an 
Arab villain came on the screen. They ran 

to tell their father there were “bad Arabs” on TV. 
Troubled, the son of Lebanese immigrants realized 
his children might never see a positive media por-
trayal of Arabic people. That’s when Shaheen ’64 
A&A dedicated himself to fighting racial stereotypes, 
particularly those of people from the Arab states, in 
mass media. “He always had a love of film and real-
ized the significant impact that images have,” says 
daughter Michele Tasoff. 

Shaheen and his wife, Bernice, carefully docu-

mented images of Arabs to understand their origins 
and advocate for more positive depictions. As a 
Christian, he also felt it was important to fight Mus-
lim stereotypes, particularly after 9/11. He wrote 
several books, including Reel Bad Arabs: How 
Hollywood Vilifies a People, which decried depictions 
of Arabic-speaking  people as “billionaires, bombers, 
and belly dancers.” He served as a consultant to 
films and also led efforts to have Disney alter the 
lyrics of a song in Aladdin. His research archives are 
housed at New York University’s Hagop Kevorkian 
Center for Near Eastern Studies. “He left us with a 
number of tools with which we can arm ourselves 
in the many fights ahead,” says Greta Scharnweber, 
the center’s associate director.

A mass communications professor at Southern 
Illinois University Edwardsville, Shaheen received 
two Fulbright teaching awards. He and his wife also 
started a foundation to provide scholarships for 
Arab-Americans studying journalism, film, and 
television. Shaheen died July 9, 2017, in Charleston, 
S.C., at age 81. In addition to his wife and daughter, 
he is survived by a son, Michael.  —Sara Langen

’64

Fighter of 
Ethnic Stereotypes

JACK SHAHEEN 1935–2017
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He was an engineer and lifelong businessman in the 
manufacturing industry, so it’s no surprise James Benson 
possessed a strong work ethic that he also instilled in 

his children—but with a sense of humor. “Growing up, my dad 
always said, ‘Do the best you can do, but do it right the first time,’” 
says daughter Jan, laughing. “He just had a limitless energy.”

Benson ’57 Eng, who served a short time in the U.S. Army 
during the Korean War, returned stateside and began his studies 
at Penn State Erie before moving on to graduate from University 
Park with a degree in drafting and design technology. Later, 
Benson co-founded Reddog Industries and became CEO of Parker 
White Metal Company in Fairview, Pa. 

Throughout his career, his commitment to Penn State never 
wavered. He founded and was first president of the Behrend 
Alumni Society, and he and wife, Gerda—his high school sweet-
heart—created a trustee scholarship for young engineering stu-
dents. He committed funds that helped launch some of Behrend’s 
engineering programs, and the Benson Building on the west end 
of campus was dedicated to him in 1996. “Penn State made his 
American dream come true,” Jan says. “He wanted to give back 
and have that same dream come true for others.” Benson (Blue 
Band) died April 20, 2017, in Jupiter, Fla. He was 84. He is survived 
by his wife, Gerda, and two daughters.  —Erika Spicer ’13 Com

’57

Behrend Philanthropist
JAMES O. BENSON 1933–2017

’62 Edu. | Cecil R. Trueblood ’63 MEd, ’67 
DEd Edu, State College—Nov. 12, 2017. 
Wife: Doris Nailor ’74 MEd, ’84 DEd Edu; 
son: Craig ’82 Sci. | Norman S. Allan ’64 
Bus ( ), Anacortes, Wash.—Oct. 12, 2017.
| Laverne S. Johnson ’64 MEd Edu, Kane, 
Pa.—Sept. 24, 2017. Children: Barry ’73 
Lib; Susan Budd ’81 MS H&HD. | Maryan S. 
Milewski ’64 Eng, Dunnellon, Fla.—Oct. 
30, 2017. Wife: Anne Ravnikar ’66 Edu. | 
James J. Morrisey Jr. ’64 Agr, Barberton, 
Ohio—April 20, 2017. | Lee E. Wickline ’64 
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DEd Edu, Bowie, Md.—Oct. 3, 2017. | Rob-
ert Benson Fugitt ’65 Sci, Georgetown, 
Texas—July 5, 2017. | Marlin L. Hartman ’65 
MEd Edu, Lewisburg, Pa.—Oct. 16, 2017. | 
Paul Kaminski ’65a Eng Hazlt, McAdoo, 
Pa.—Oct. 22, 2017. | Billy K. Kroneberg 
’65 Eng, Erie, Pa.—Sept. 16, 2017. | Patri-
cia Porter Nelson ’65 Lib, ’72 MEd Edu, 
South Lyon, Mich.—April 8, 2017. | Philip 
F. Petrone ’65 Edu (AROTC), Cherry Hill, 
N.J.—Sept. 18, 2017. | James J. Stauden-
meier Sr. ’65 Law, ’65 DEd Edu, Conyn-

Pa.—Oct. 10, 2017. | Earl D. Flick Jr. ’61 
Com, Torrance, Calif.—May 12, 2017. | Nick 
Iannetti Jr. ’61 Agr ( ), Burgettstown, 
Pa.—Oct. 10, 2017. Daughters: Patricia ’81 
H&HD; Annette ’84 Agr. | Robert A. Kerr 
’61 Agr, Manns Choice, Pa.—Nov. 8, 2017.
| Howard C. Lincoln ’61 H&HD (Soccer, 
Froth), Erie, Pa.—Oct. 23, 2017. Wife: Mary 
Swed ’62 Edu. | Don W. Ammerman II ’62 
A&A, Tyrone, Pa.—Nov. 10, 2017. | John 
D. Andrews ’62 Com ( ), Centre Hall, 
Pa.—April 22, 2017. | William M. Blakely ’62 
Edu ( ), Dunellen, N.J.—Nov. 16, 2017.
| Phillip H. Buttermore ’62 A&A, ’68, ’69 
MEd Edu, Shinglehouse, Pa.—Sept. 20, 
2017. | George T. Craig ’62 EMS, El Cajon, 
Calif.—Oct. 29, 2017. | John L. Geiser ’62 
JD Law, Ormond Beach, Fla.—Oct. 4, 2017.
| Clarence B. Givens ’62 EMS, Blacksburg, 
Va.—Aug. 22, 2017. | Ned H. Griner ’62 DEd 
A&A, Muncie, Ind.—Sept. 15, 2017. | Steve 
T. Hronec ’62 Eng, Shenandoah, Pa.—Oct. 
23, 2017. | Carol Edwards Lewis ’62 Edu 
( , Collegian), West Chester, Pa.—Oct. 
22, 2017. Husband: Robert ’65 Eng. | Carl J. 
Markovchik ’62a Eng Hazlt, Newark, Del.—
Oct. 30, 2017. Son: Carl Jr. ’88 EMS. | Dana 
E. McGinnis ’62a Eng York, Pasadena, 
Md.—Sept. 21, 2016. | R. Lee Pyle ’62 Agr, 
Blacksburg, Va.—Sept. 16, 2017. | Mary Dia-
mond Baker ’63 Edu ( ), Doylestown, 
Pa.—Oct. 21, 2017. | David A. Dolbin Jr. ’63 
MEd Edu, Shippensburg, Pa.—Oct. 3, 2017.
| Charlotte Wertz Garcia ’63 Edu ( ), 
Boulder, Colo.—Oct. 10, 2017. | Charles 
M. Gilmore ’63, ’64 MS Eng, Kitty Hawk, 
N.C.—Oct. 9, 2017. | Charles E. Gross ’63 
Eng, Dallastown, Pa.—Oct. 5, 2017. | Judith 
Eastburn Ingram ’63 Lib ( ), Plymouth, 
Mass.—Sept. 30, 2017. | Ronald A. Koperek 
’63a Eng NewKens, New Kensington, Pa.—
Oct. 27, 2017. | Alfred Maiola ’63 Bus, Marl-
ton, N.J.—Aug. 10, 2016. | Philip J. Marrie 
Jr. ’63 Bus ( ), Hermitage, Pa.—Nov. 11, 
2017. Children: Philip III ’88 Bus; Marc ’90 
Bus; Melissa Baron ’95 Nur Shen. | Charles 
V. Maurer II ’63 Edu, Pottsville, Pa.—Oct. 
12, 2017. | Terence D. McDowell ’63 Lib—
Nov. 11, 2017. | P. Kent Murray ’63 Edu 
( ), Summerville, S.C.—Nov. 14, 2017.
| Gerald R. Phillips ’63 Edu, Pottstown, 
Pa.—Oct. 28, 2017. Wife: Celia Kalinowski 
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gham, Pa.—Nov. 6, 2017. Children: James 
Jr. ’86 Sci; Sara Moses ’94 Edu. | Kathleen 
Perna Yearick ’65 Lib, Wilmington, Del.—
Sept. 26, 2017. | Mary Westergaard Barnes 
’66 PhD Sci, State College—Oct. 21, 2017. 
| Ronald E. Barrett ’66 Lib ( ), Vienna, 
Va.—Oct. 30, 2017. Wife: Sheila Orling ’66 
Lib. | Michael G. Cepko ’66 Bus, Reading, 
Pa.—Oct. 6, 2017. | Carol Carson Manser 
’66 Edu ( ), King of Prussia, Pa.—Sept. 
21, 2017. Husband: Richard ’65, ’67 MA Lib; 
sons: Christopher ’96 Com; Jonathan ’02 
Lib/Edu. | Sarah Keating Martin ’66 Lib, 
Keene, N.H.—Sept. 22, 2017. | Bernard J. 
Mikesic ’66 Bus, Hollidaysburg, Pa.—Oct. 
1, 2017. | Alton A. Pellman ’66 MEd Edu, 
Lebanon, Pa.—Oct. 20, 2017. | Christine 
Dahms Sanbeg ’66 Edu, South Plainfield, 
N.J.—Sept. 25, 2017. | Philip E. Schroeder 
’66 Bus, Macungie, Pa.—Sept. 30, 2017. | 
W. Robert White ’66 Edu (RA), Palm City, 
Fla.—Oct. 27, 2017. Wife: Sue Swanger 
’66 Edu. | Wallace A. Abran ’67 H&HD 
(Football), Franklin, W.Va.—Feb. 21, 2017. | 
Rosemary Bolig ’67, ’73 MEd H&HD ( ), 
Washington—July 28, 2017. | Richard L. 
Breeding ’67a Sci Allghy, Alexandria, 
Ky.—Dec. 6, 2016. | Gerald M. Buriok ’67 
MA, ’71 PhD Sci, Indiana, Pa.—Nov. 8, 2017. 
| Lawrence B. Henry Jr. ’67 EMS, Vienna, 
Va.—Oct. 31, 2017. | Beverley Thomas 
Higgins ’67 Lib (Thespians), Seneca Falls, 
N.Y.—Sept. 14, 2017. | Gerald F. Kasmala 
’67, ’71 MS Eng, State College—Oct. 3, 2017. 
| Judy Howard Millwater ’67 H&HD ( , 
Softball, Collegian), Tampa, Fla.—April 
29, 2017. | Eleanor M. Roberts ’67 Edu, 
Boise, Idaho—Sept. 27, 2017. | Donald T. 
Thomen ’67 Lib, Dallas, Ore.—Nov. 9, 2017. 
| Paul Timashenka ’67 DEd Edu, Edinboro, 
Pa.—Oct. 4, 2017. | Donald B. Ashton ’68 
Eng (Glee Club, RA), Ossipee, N.H.—Oct. 
1, 2017. | Robert W. Barton ’68 Lib, ’72 JD 
Law ( ), Harrisburg, Pa.—Oct. 7, 2017. | 
Edward C. Clawson ’68 DEd Edu, Mill Hall, 
Pa.—Sept. 22, 2017. | Richard B. Craft ’68 
MEd EMS, Burlington, N.J.—Sept. 28, 2017. 
| Phyllis D. Horn ’68 MEd A&A, Pittsboro, 
N.C.—Oct. 26, 2017. | Miriam E. Horneff ’68 
Sci, St. Paul, Minn.—Oct. 12, 2017. | Barbara 
Neuhoff Lloyd ’68 Lib ( ), Blue Bell, 
Pa.—Oct. 29, 2017. Husband: John ’68 Bus. 

| Gudrun A. Mower ’68 A&A, Jordanville, 
N.Y.—Oct. 1, 2017. Husband: George ’65 MA 
Lib. | Charles D. Wolfe ’68 Sci, El Cajon, 
Calif.—August 2017. | Janet Kirbert Beautz 
’69 H&HD, Santa Cruz, Calif.—Sept. 23, 
2017. Husband: Michael ’66, ’73 MS Eng. | 
Gerald H. Botdorf ’69 MEd Edu, McClure, 
Pa.—Oct. 26, 2017. Daughters: Natalie Tay-
lor ’89 Sci; Rhonda Ritter ’91, ’00 MEd Edu. 
| Michael J. Buchert ’69 Bus, Robesonia, 
Pa.—Sept. 25, 2017. | Donald L. Davis ’69 
Lib (Blue Band), Youngstown, Ohio—Oct. 
23, 2017. | Allen E. Eagles ’69 MEng Eng 
GrtVly, Exton, Pa.—Sept. 26, 2017. Son: 
Allen Jr. ’88a Sci Brandy. | Francis E. Galla-
gher ’69 Bus, Mount Laurel, N.J.—Oct. 23, 
2017. | Mahlon N. Haines III ’69 Hbg, New 
Cumberland, Pa.—Sept. 26, 2017. Wife: 
Nancy Casselman ’68 Lib. | George H. Hee 
Jr. ’69 Bus (AROTC), Philadelphia—Oct. 10, 
2017. | Meyer Simon ’69 Edu ( ), South-
ampton, Pa.—April 14, 2017. Daughters: 
Jennifer Rothenberg ’98 H&HD; Stephanie 
Levinson ’01 H&HD. | James M. White ’69 
Eng, Daniel Island, S.C.—Oct. 22, 2017. 
Wife: Nancy Moyer ’70 Lib.

1970s 
Ryan D. Butner ’70 Bus ( ), Parker, 
Colo.—Sept. 30, 2017. | John R. Holloway 
’70 PhD EMS, Phoenix—Sept. 6, 2017. | 
Robert D. Lehman ’70 EMS, Claysville, 
Pa.—Oct. 24, 2017. | John A. Lukach ’70 
Edu, Whitehall, Pa.—Nov. 1, 2017. | Sergio 
L. Roman ’70 Bus, Flourtown, Pa.—Oct. 
24, 2017. Daughter: Lisa ’02 A&A. | Tim-
othy L. Stockslager ’70 Eng, Feasterville 
Trevose, Pa.—June 16, 2017. | Nancy H. 
Bayliss ’71 Hbg, Fort Myers, Fla.—Oct. 18, 
2017. | Stanley M. Charnick ’71a Eng WB, 
Shavertown, Pa.—Oct. 12, 2017. | Thomas 
E. Lightner ’71 Eng Alt, Hollidaysburg, 
Pa.—Aug. 28, 2016. | Michael T. Rickert 
’71 Lib ( , Parmi Nous), Sicklerville, 
N.J.—Sept. 28, 2017. Son: Matthew ’00 Lib. 
| Edward V. Swierczewski ’71 Sci, New 
Kensington, Pa.—Nov. 7, 2017. Daughter: 
Kristin ’91 Nur. | Marlin J. Tressler Jr. ’71 
Agr MtAlt, Westminster, S.C.—Oct. 1, 2017. 
| Steve A. Adams ’72 Agr, Herndon, Pa.—
Oct. 28, 2017. | Josie Prescott Campbell 

 ABBREVIATION KEY 

PENN STATE LOCATIONS 
Abgt  I  Abington (formerly Ogontz)
Allghy  I  Greater Allegheny 

 (formerly McKeesport)
Alt  I  Altoona
Behrend  I  Penn State Erie, The Behrend

 College
Berks  I  Berks
Brandy  I  Brandywine 

  (formerly Delaware County)
Bvr  I  Beaver
DuBois  I  DuBois
Fayt  I  Fayette
GrtVly  I  Great Valley
Hazlt  I  Hazleton
Hbg  I  Harrisburg
LehVly  I  Lehigh Valley
MtAlt  I  Mont Alto
NewKens  I  New Kensington
Schuyl  I  Schuylkill
Scranton  I  Scranton
Shen  I  Shenango
WB  I  Wilkes-Barre
WC  I  World Campus
York  I  York

FORMER LOCATIONS
Allen  I  Allentown
RdrCtr  I  Radnor Center
Wyo  I  Wyomissing

ACADEMIC UNITS
A&A  I  College of Arts and Architecture 
Agr  I  College of Agricultural Sciences
Bus  I  Smeal College of Business
Com  I  Bellisario College of 

 Communications
Edu  I  College of Education
EMS  I  College of Earth and Mineral

 Sciences
Eng  I  College of Engineering
H&HD  I  College of Health and Human

 Development
Hershey  I  College of Medicine
IDF  I  Interdisciplinary Fields
IST  I  Information Sciences and Technology
Law  I  Dickinson School of Law
Lib  I  College of the Liberal Arts
Nur  I  College of Nursing
Sci  I  Eberly College of Science
SIA  I  School of International Affairs

DEGREES 
a  I  Associate
DEd, PhD  I  Doctorate
h  I  Honorary
JD  I  Juris Doctor
MA, MAcc, MAdm, MAE, MBA, MEd, MEng, 
MEPC, MFA, MFor, MGIS, MHA, MMgt, MMus, 
MMM, MNur, MPA, MPM, MRP, MS  I  Master’s
MD  I  Medical Doctor
r  I  Medical residency
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’72 PhD Lib, Portsmouth, Va.—Oct. 24, 
2017. | Deborah J. Holland ’72 H&HD (Field 
Hockey, Tennis), Port St. Lucie, Fla.—May 
17, 2017. | Robert L. Mayer Jr. ’72 Lib, ’75 
MEd Edu, Naples, Fla.—Oct. 31, 2017. | Ron-
ald L. Smith ’72 MEd Edu, Lancaster, Pa.—
Oct. 15, 2017. | John R. Vannoni ’72 MEd, 
’74 DEd Edu, Marlton, N.J.—Oct. 24, 2017.
| M. Dennis Barrall ’73 Eng, Blandon, Pa.—
Nov. 14, 2017. Brother: Zane ’77a Eng Berks.
| Willie L. Days ’73 Edu, Philadelphia—Oct. 
5, 2017. | Edwin C. Green ’73 MEd Edu, 
St. Louis—June 1, 2017. | Carl W. Koch ’73 
Sci, ’77 Sci ( , Blue Band), Allentown, 
Pa.—Oct. 22, 2017. Brother: Harry ’62 Edu. 
| Gerald T. Kosentos ’73 Bus, Wexford, 
Pa.—Aug. 18, 2017. | John F. Monahan Jr. 
’73a Eng Abgt, Pottstown, Pa.—Oct. 4, 
2017. | Thomas J. Murphy ’73 Bus, Endi-
cott, N.Y.—Oct. 30, 2017. | Felice A. Torchia 
Jr. ’73 Hbg, Mechanicsburg, Pa.—Sept. 21, 
2017. | Douglas Y. Heivly ’74 MRP Hbg, 
Allentown, Pa.—Oct. 2, 2017. | Joseph M. 
Miller ’74 Bus, Bowie, Md.—Nov. 12, 2017. 

Wife: Gretchen Heff t ’72 Lib. | Mark A. 
Wolfe ’74 Nur, Vancouver, Wash.—Oct. 22, 
2017. | Edward D. Baker Jr. ’75 MS H&HD, 
Ashaway, R.I.—Oct. 29, 2017. | Andrew M. 
Chapura Jr. ’75 Agr, Biloxi, Miss.—Oct. 22, 
2017. | John P. Fior ’75 Agr MtAlt, Linden, 
Pa.—Nov. 14, 2017. | John B. Gummo ’75 
Bus, Port Matilda, Pa.—Sept. 27, 2017. Sons: 
Scott ’05 H&HD; Benjamin ’09 H&HD, 
’11 MEd Edu. | Toni San Maria Casale ’76 
H&HD, ’89r Hershey, ’90 MPA Hbg ( , 
Collegian), Lancaster, Pa.—Sept. 28, 2017.
| George F. Dolby ’76a Bus Shen, Farrell, 
Pa.—Oct. 1, 2017. | Norman C. Fetter ’76 
Eng, Pottstown, Pa.—Oct. 12, 2017. Chil-
dren: Norman Jr. ’00 A&A; Jessica Weeks 
’02 Lib. | Roberta L. Furstenberger ’76 Lib, 
Erie, Pa.—Nov. 6, 2017. | John R. Klynott 
’76 Hbg, Carmel, Ind.—Oct. 27, 2017. | Gary 
L. Stick ’76 H&HD, Frederick, Md.—Sept. 
29, 2017. Wife: Kathryn ’78 Hbg. | Edward 
C. Berry ’77 Lib, Montoursville, Pa.—Oct. 
16, 2017. Son: David ’02 EMS. | Richard A. 
Bierly ’77 Bus ( ), New Hope, Pa.—Nov. 

6, 2017. Wife: Nancy Kirchmyer ’77 A&A; 
Daughters: Lauren ’09 A&A; Kristen ’06 
A&A. | Mark J. Cliff ord ’77 Lib, Scranton, 
Pa.—Oct. 13, 2017. | William S. Hays ’77 
MEd H&HD, Kent, Ohio—Feb. 10, 2017.
| Susan Czlonka LeFebvre ’77 H&HD, 
Colorado Springs, Colo.—Oct. 26, 2017.
| Bruno B. Najaka III ’77 Bus, Nanticoke, 
Pa.—Oct. 11, 2017. | Robert J. Pavlick ’77 
Lib, Greenville, Pa.—Nov. 1, 2017. Brother: 
Ronald ’80 A&A, ’83 MEd Edu. | Victoria L. 
Rish ’77 Lib, New Freedom, Pa.—Oct. 19, 
2017. | Randall F. Schlenker ’77 Bus ( ), 
Kutztown, Pa.—Oct. 7, 2017. | Phyllis Kelley 
Cartwright ’78 Lib, Telford, Pa.—Oct. 3, 
2017. Daughter: Elizabeth ’10 Lib. | Albert 
T. Holcombe ’78 Agr MtAlt, Fountainville, 
Pa.—Sept. 23, 2017. | Steven A. Black ’79 
Edu, East Stroudsburg, Pa.—Nov. 14, 2017. 
Wife: Jacqueline Horton ’79 Edu. | Eugene 
V. Bonner ’79a H&HD Berks, Reading, 
Pa.—Nov. 5, 2017. | Robert W. Makuch ’79 
Bus, Emlenton, Pa.—Oct. 15, 2017. | John 
L. Martha ’79 Eng, Plano, Texas—June 

ALUMNI  |  IN MEMORIAM

Harlan Hoffa might well be remembered 
for his military service during World War 
II. A survivor of the Battle of the Bulge, he 

also was captured—and escaped—three different 
times. But many will recall his leadership within 
Penn State’s art education department, and his ded-
ication to arts education advocacy at the national 
level. “This is a man who was very tenacious and 
very committed to the value of arts and what the arts 

meant in our culture,” says Barbara Korner, dean of 
the College of Arts and Architecture. “He spent his 
life, right up until the last days, enthusiastic about 
making a difference in those ways.”

In 1970, Hoffa ’59 A&A was named head of the 
art education program. During his 20-year career, he 
also served as acting director of the School of Visual 
Arts and associate dean for research and graduate 
studies in the College of Arts and Architecture. He 
was honored with a College of Arts and Architecture 
Alumni Award in 2014. Hoffa also was president of 
the National Art Education Association from 1971–73.

“He had very strong opinions about creativity and 
thinking independently,” says son Tom. “For exam-
ple, how kids should use coloring books. He thought 
that you as the person drawing the picture should 
be the one deciding what it looks like; you shouldn’t 
be filling in lines that somebody else drew.”

Hoffa died May 1, 2017, in State College, at age 91. 
He is survived by a son and daughter.  —Meghan Walbert

’59

Champion of 
Art Education

HARLA N HOFFA 1925–2017
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 SEND DEATH 
 NOTICES TO: 
obituaries@psu.edu 
Or by mail to:
Penn State Alumni Association, 
Dept. B, University Park, PA 
16802-2096

We rely on family members and 
newspaper obituaries to inform 
us of the deaths of Penn State 
alumni. We need to verify all 
death announcements. Because 
of the volume of material we 
receive, information typically 
isn’t published until several 
issues after it is submitted. 
Please include your name and 
daytime phone number with all 
correspondence.

8, 2016. | Robert H. Pitulski ’79 MS Eng, 
Export, Pa.—Oct. 15, 2017.

1980s 
Karen Starrett Gurkin ’80 Bus, Moscow, 
Tenn.—Nov. 12, 2017. | Richard L. Hamp-
ton ’80 Lib (Glee Club, RA), Gilbertsville, 
Pa.—Oct. 21, 2017. Brother: Ronald ’81, ’85 
MS Agr. | Lucretia M. Lenkner ’80 Nur, 
Homestead, Pa.—Oct. 16, 2017. | Donald R. 
Erickson ’81 Bus, Grandview, Ohio—Nov. 
2, 2017. Wife: Katherine White ’81 Bus. 
| Jeanne C. Freed ’81 Hbg, Mount Joy, 
Pa.—Oct. 21, 2017. | Blair K. Spearman 
’81 PhD Sci, Bryan, Texas—Oct. 1, 2017. 
| George A. Platoniotis ’82 Lib (Golden 
Key), Aliquippa, Pa.—Oct. 21, 2017. | Claire 
S. Caplan ’83a Lib Abgt, Warminster, 
Pa.—Nov. 17, 2017. | Jacob E. Molchany 
’83 Eng, Johnstown, Pa.—Sept. 21, 2017. 
Brothers: Edward ’86 Sci; Paul ’87 Lib; son: 
Andrew ’14 Eng Alt. | Maria Rounds ’83 
Lib, Norristown, Pa.—Oct. 3, 2017. | Karen 
C. Kraynak ’84 EMS, Fairfax, Va.—Sept. 25, 
2017. | Patrick J. Kresge ’84a Eng Worth, 
Tannersville, Pa.—Sept. 19, 2017. | Gerald 
H. Miller ’84a Lib Alt, Townville, Pa.—Nov. 
11, 2017. Son: Gerald ’86a Eng Alt. | Paul 
J. Boxler ’85 Eng, Landenberg, Pa.—Oct. 
27, 2017. | William E. Davison ’85 A&A, 
Annapolis, Md.—Nov. 4, 2017. | Kevin A. 
Logar ’85 Bus, Greensboro, N.C.—Oct. 9, 
2017. | James T. McKernan ’85a Bus Shen, 
Hermitage, Pa.—Oct. 11, 2017. | Gary M. 
Morlang ’85 MS Eng, Petersburg, Pa.—Oct. 
30, 2017. | James R. Shanaberger ’85a Bus 
Fayt, Perryopolis, Pa.—Sept. 23, 2017. | 
Susan M. Ellis-Hermansen ’86 MS Nur, Old 
Town, Maine—Oct. 14, 2017. Husband: Knud 
’80, ’86 PhD Eng. | David V. Klinger ’86 
Hbg, Harrisburg, Pa.—Oct. 1, 2017. | Susan 
K. Moyer ’86 Lib (Swimming/Diving), 
Reading, Pa.—Nov. 3, 2017. | Paula Thomp-
son Ulsh ’86 Nur, Harrisburg, Pa.—Sept. 15, 
2017. | Eric W. Thompson ’87a Eng Shen, 
Mercer, Pa.—Oct. 15, 2017. | Lawrence L. 
Martin ’88 DEd Edu, Northfield, Minn.—
Oct. 29, 2017. | Todd A. Mountford ’88 
Com (Collegian), York, Pa.—Nov. 6, 2017. 
| Dante J. Orazzi III ’88 Lib ( , Lion’s 
Paw), Salt Lake City—Oct. 31, 2017. | Robert 

P. Schlegel II ’88 Behrend—Sept. 27, 2017. | 
Richard R. Stepp Jr. ’88 H&HD, Harrisburg, 
Pa.—Oct. 4, 2017. | David J. Birkmire ’89 
Bus, Ardmore, Pa.—Oct. 31, 2017. | Nancy 
E. Coulmas ’89 PhD Bus, Bloomsburg, 
Pa.—Nov. 10, 2017. | Walter L. Walker ’89 
Com, West Palm Beach, Fla.—Jan. 1, 2017.

1990s 
William A. Kern ’91 MS EMS, Huntsville, 
Ala.—Sept. 7, 2017. | Barry A. Scanlan ’91 
Eng, Pittsburgh—Sept. 30, 2017. | Malinda 
B. Bowser ’92a Sci NewKens, Tarentum, 
Pa.—Nov. 2, 2017. | Celeste S. Danisavich 
’92a Lib Schuyl, Barnesville, Pa.—Oct. 5, 
2017. | Stephen D. Parulski ’92 Lib WB, 
Wilkes Barre, Pa.—Oct. 3, 2017. | Thomas 
R. Tribett ’92 Lib, Gilbert, Ariz.—Nov. 2, 
2017. | Eric R. Johnson ’93 H&HD, Clarks 
Summit, Pa.—Sept. 24, 2017. | Kristen D. 
Turner ’93 MA Lib, Morrisville, Pa.—Aug. 
27, 2017. | William M. Goins ’94 MEd, ’94 
PhD Edu, Columbia, S.C.—Nov. 11, 2017. | 
Lillian E. Himes ’94 Hbg, Dublin, Ohio—
Oct. 20, 2017. | Charles N. Hunter ’94, ’98 
MEd Edu, Johnstown, Pa.—Nov. 2, 2017. | 
Lawrence J. Burge ’95 MS Bus, Oak Creek, 
Wis.—Oct. 16, 2016. | Guy E. D’Eramo ’95a 
Lib Shen, Transfer, Pa.—Oct. 6, 2017. Wife: 
Virginia Reimold ’68 MEd Edu. | Dorothy 
L. Williams ’95a Bus Allghy, Clairton, 
Pa.—Oct. 11, 2017. | David T. Boyle Jr. ’97a 
Lib Abgt, Encinitas, Calif.—Sept. 5, 2017. | 
Kathryn J. Kaylor ’97 MPA Hbg, Palmyra, 
Pa.—Oct. 28, 2017. Daughter: Jennifer ’95 
Hbg. | William B. Myer ’99 Bus, Ephrata, 
Pa.—Oct. 4, 2017.

2000s 
Isabelle Rea ’00a Shen, Hermitage, 
Pa.—Oct. 30, 2017. | Kimberly S. Valenti 
’01 Edu, New Bern, N.C.—June 5, 2016. | 
Brian J. Rinker ’02 WB, Nanticoke, Pa.—
Oct. 9, 2017. | Gloria F. Laird ’03 MEd 
A&A, Lewisburg, Pa.—Nov. 4, 2017. | Erin 
Grabowski Hain ’04 H&HD, Indiana, Pa.—
Oct. 21, 2017. | Carey L. Hiestand ’04 Hbg 
(Lion Ambass.), Elizabethtown, Pa.—Oct. 
31, 2017. | Michael B. Rutt ’05 M GrtVly, 
Oviedo, Fla.—Nov. 7, 2017. | Linda S. Hart 

’06 MEd Edu, Jersey Shore, Pa.—Oct. 30, 
2017. | Christina P. Lang ’06 Alt, Altoona, 
Pa.—Oct. 7, 2017. | Nikki J. Grim ’08 MEd 
Hbg, York, Pa.—Oct. 18, 2017. | Delbert 
Hazeley ’08 IST, Bothell, Wash.—Oct. 16, 
2017. Wife: Roseline Okyne ’08 H&HD. | 
Kaleena A. Porter ’09 A&A, Los Angeles—
Oct. 19, 2017.

2010s
 Ashley L. Ayres ’10 MEd Hbg, Fawn Grove, 
Pa.—Nov. 5, 2017. | Jason P. McGinty ’10 
Abgt ( ), Philadelphia—May 25, 2017. 
| Heather A. Pater ’11 Lib, Baltimore—Oct. 
6, 2017. | Joseph C. Johnson ’12, ’13 MBA 
Behrend, Meadville, Pa.—Sept. 19, 2017. | 
Dalton M. Rhyne ’13a WC, Munster, Ind.—
Oct. 21, 2017. | Daniel W. Silverstein ’13 
PhD Sci, Newtown, Pa.—Sept. 29, 2017. | 
John R. Andrews ’14 Nur Hbg, Camp Hill, 
Pa.—June 5, 2017. Son: Colin ’11 Eng, ’16 
MD Hershey. | Luke W. Kellerman ’14a Agr 
WC, Parker, Colo.—Oct. 19, 2017. | Frank 
C. Cundro ’15 Agr WC, Drums, Pa.—Sept. 
20, 2017. | Jayme S. Wilt ’15 Eng, Altoona, 
Pa.—Oct. 25, 2017. | Rachel M. Orlando ’17 
Bus, West Chester, Pa.—Nov. 15, 2017. 



alumni.psu.edu/grassroots
The Penn State Grassroots Network is a legislative  
education and advocacy program of the Penn State  
Alumni Association that supports Penn State.

Gather with Penn Staters on March 13 in Harrisburg—we 

need you to share your love and loyalty for our University. Rally on 

the Capitol steps, and tell your legislators how state support helps 

keep Penn State world class, accessible, and affordable. 

#PSUCapitalDay

Capital Day 2018
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Join our team of dedicated and experienced healthcare professionals at the 
Penn State Health Regional Medical Campus as we continue to advance 
education and clinical care in the region.  

We are currently seeking BC/BE Physicians in State College, 
PA for the following specialties:

• Family Medicine Residency Program Faculty
• Non-invasive Cardiology

The Regional Medical Campus represents a group of highly skilled health care 
providers and support staff committed to the care of Central Pennsylvanians. 
Enjoy being part of an innovative medical campus while working in close 
proximity to one of the world’s most prestigious academic institutions. 

Greg Emerick, DASPR, Physician Recruiter, 
Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, 

gemerick@pennstatehealth.psu.edu, Fax: 717-531-0733.

TO APPLY, PLEASE SEND A LETTER OF INTEREST AND CV TO:

Physician Job Opportunities
Penn State Health Regional Medical Campus - State College, PA

The Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical Center is committed to affirmative action, equal opportunity, 
and the diversity of its workforce. Equal Opportunity Employer -Minorities/Women/Protected Veterans/Disabled.

500 E. Marylyn Ave. | State College, PA 16801 | 800-253-4951 | 814-272-2146 | www.foxdalevillage.org

Foxdale  
Village

Quaker-Directed Continuing Care 
Retirement Community

Enjoy a vibrant and engaged retirement lifestyle. With strength 
training, zumba, water-walking, and more, our Wellness Center offers 
a complete fitness program. We also focus on learning, partnering with 

Penn State’s Healthy Aging and Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes. 
So whether you enjoy the arts, attending 

lectures, gardening, volunteering, or just relaxing, there is 
something to keep everyone feeling good at Foxdale Village. 

Call 814-272-2146 today to find out more.
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12 Verizon Hall, Kimmel Center for Performing Arts, Philadelphia, Pa. 
March 27, 2018  |  6:00 p.m. Reception  |  7:30 p.m. Concert

Join other alumni for an evening of performances by Penn State’s School of Music Philharmonic  
Orchestra, Concert Choir, and Symphonic Wind Ensemble at the 12th Annual President’s Concert  
and Reception, hosted by Penn State President Eric Barron and the Penn State Alumni Association.

For more information, including reception pricing and registration: 
alumni.psu.edu/events or call 800-548-LION (5466), option 4. 

MG-12537-18-78215

Weekend Warriors. 
Tackle your toughest challenge. 
Whether you’re a weekend warrior or experienced athlete  Penn State Sports Medicine will get 
you back in the game. Be the athlete you were meant to be.  Penn State Sports Medicine at 
Penn State Medical Group in State College is now accepting new patients.

To make an appointment call 814-865-3566 or visit hmc.pennstatehealth.org/statecollege.

What inspires you, inspires us.
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RECOVER PRIDE
CALL 1 800 RECOVERY

HEROIN | OPIOID | ALCOHOL | ADDICTION TREATMENT 

Programs focused on helping young men and 
young women recover from addiction. 

VISIT RECOVERYCENTERSOFAMERICA.COM 235 W. Lancaster Ave.
Devon, PA 19333

GRADUATE PROGRAMS 
IN THE PHILADELPHIA REGION

Malvern and The Navy Yard  I  greatvalley.psu.edu

CHANGE THE DIRECTION 
OF YOUR CAREER.
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Experience Penn State in metro areas where many alumni and friends live and work.

PENN STATE  COMES TO YOU

For more information

alumni.psu.edu/citylights 

City Lights is presented by the Penn State 
Alumni Association with support from

Penn State Health —Official Healthcare System Sponsor 
and the Recovery Centers of America

Penn Staters love sharing feedback—here’s 
what our alumni and students are saying about 

connections they’ve made on LionLink.

It was great to connect and 
discuss some of the challenges 
of our job market with another 
Penn Stater.

Great advice, down-to-earth 
and relatable.

Extremely helpful—was very 
receptive and provided a ton of 
useful insight!Powering Career Connections 

Among Alumni and Students

LIONLink

Build your network and share insights with 
fellow Penn Staters today!

alumni.psu.edu/lionlink
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S t a y  c o n n e c t e d  t o

Happy Valley!
n&G
own

FREE

Why Centre County moms are special • Je
nnifer Shuey has “Lunch with Mimi”

Before Penn State seniors 

enter the “real world,” 

some local professionals 

have some “words of 

wisdom” to share

Graduation 

Time!

Town
&Go
wn

FREE

TOWNANDGOWN.COM

SEPTEMBER 2017

Inside:  Escape rooms test wits • Provost Nick Jones on Penn State’s strategic plan

B1g

As the Nittany Lions embark on their  

25th season of Big Ten football, w
e rank 

moments

 

Inside: Happy Valley Improv says ‘yes, and...’ •
 Global Connections embraces diversity

JANUARY 2018

Tow
n&G
own

TOWNANDGOWN.COM

FREE

MemoriesThanks
for the

From Case Studies to table carvings, 

Duke Gastiger’s A
ll-American Rathskeller 

holds a special place in the hearts of 

Penn Staters and locals alike

Keep up with the people, places,  
and events that helped make your  
college years special.

Visit our website or  
check out our digital edition at

townandgown.com

Long-Term 
Care

Life 

Health
Auto

Home

Our family grows with yours.

Your family’s wellness has been at the heart of our mission 
for more than 30 years. That commitment has grown to serve
more than 673,000 alumni with a vast portfolio of coverage
— including Long-Term Care Insurance.

Complete your family’s protection today.
1-800-922-1245  |  www.TheAIP.com/PennState  

Life  •   Health •  Dental  •  Auto  •  Home  •  Travel  •  Pet Health  •  Medicare Supplement

Proud partner of the:

8P3
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YOU’RE NOT SAFE IN VENEZUELA—not out-
side, not in your house, not at night, not 
during the day. When I was there, I didn’t 

drive the car after sunset. I didn’t take public trans-
port by myself. I stopped wearing skirts and dress-
es because I didn’t want to attract attention. I wore 
sneakers, so that I was ready to run. 

I didn’t want to leave. I wanted to study at Universidad 
Simón Bolívar, but because of the instability in my country, 
the university was closed. So I applied to U.S. colleges, and 
I chose Penn State because it’s well-ranked for engineering, 
and because my mother wanted me to be on the East Coast, 
thinking it would be easier for me to fly home. I was lucky 
to get a student visa. Outside the U.S. embassy in Caracas, 
the lines are long, and many people are turned away. You 
can’t take anyone with you, and you can’t take a phone, so 
when I came out, I had no way to contact my father to pick 
me up. Being outside the embassy by myself was maybe more 
frightening than being refused a visa. Anything can happen.

It happens routinely: People in an SUV with rifles will 
stop you while you’re driving, blindfold you, force you into 
their vehicle, and look to get money from you. Almost all of 
my family members have been robbed at gunpoint—my 
cousin, my father, my mother, even my grandmother. They 
broke into her house and tied her up. My mom was stopped 
in her car: They said, “Give us your cell phone.” My mom 
realized that if she gave them her phone, it would take a 
long time to get a new one. So she gave them her wedding 
ring, then stepped on the gas and took off, knocking the 
thieves over. It was a crazy, dangerous thing to do.

Everything you read in the news about Venezuela is true. 
The currency is worthless. The supermarkets are empty, there 
is no food, there are no medicines. My family is better off 
than most, but even for us, things are really tough. I try not 
to call my parents too often because it makes me sad. I real-
ly miss them. I miss my home. 

Penn State and the engineering department have been very 
supportive. I’ll graduate in December, and as an interna- 
tional student in STEM, I get a one-year practical training 
visa, plus two more years. But I am not sure how easy it will 
be to find a job. I’ve had a tough time finding internships; 
companies are reluctant to hire international students, since 
immigration laws and visa rules can change at any moment.

If ever there was the slightest chance that things would 
change, I would drop everything and head back home. I 
want my children to grow up how I grew up, surrounded 
by family. But I also want to be someplace where my degree 
is worth something. That’s not possible in Venezuela now. 
Maybe things will change, and my studies can help in build-
ing a new country. I can only hope.

Magdalena Nevett Fernandez is a senior majoring in  
mechanical engineering.

Homesick 
For An  

Ailing Land
FOR AN ENGINEERING  

STUDENT FROM VENEZUELA, 
PENN STATE HAS OFFERED AN 

EDUCATION, AND A RESPITE 
FROM UPHEAVAL AT HOME. 

By Magdalena Nevett Fernandez  
As told to Savita Iyer 

MY THOUGHTS EXACTLY

Illustration by Marcos Chin

The Alumni Library is a digital collection of 
reference publications and research journals 
designed to help alumni, researchers, faculty, 
friends, and students with their research projects 
and curious nature. Alumni Association members 
can access subscription-only, resource-rich 
databases through the Alumni Library Online.

alumni.libraries.psu.edu

Search a librarian-curated 
list of personal finance 
topics on websites and in 
books through our Web 
Resources’ Financial 
Literacy section.  
 

Ask
a Librarian

Need help or  
have a question?  
Click on the blue  
“Ask a Librarian”  
button on  
the website! 

FINANCIAL LITERACY
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 Get in touch with the
Penn State Alumni Association
800-548-LION
Association website: alumni.psu.edu
Penn Stater blog: pennstatermag.com
Penn Stater email: pennstater@psu.edu
Address changes: alumni-address@psu.edu
Member questions: membership@psu.edu
Affi  liate groups: alumni-relations@psu.edu
Reunions: alumni-reunions@psu.edu
Travel program: alumnitravel@psu.edu

 Hintz Family Alumni Center
University Park, PA 16802-1439

Oberammergau Passion Play

alumni.psu.edu/travel
Check out this trip and other unique experiences at:

The Official Airline Sponsor of The Penn State Alumni Association

Budapest • Vienna • Prague

June 22 – July 2, 2020
$6,149 Including air from Philadelphia

Every decade since 1634, the quaint 
Bavarian village of Oberammergau has 
hosted the historic Passion Play. 
Join us in June 2020 as we include this 
once-in-a-lifetime experience in an 
amazing tour from Budapest to Munich. 
Wonderful sightseeing, traditional 
entertainment, and fabulous cultural 
encounters await.

RESERVETHIS TRIP TODAY!

Oberammergau Passion Play 2010


