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PROJECT GOALS

The mission of the Upper Pit River Watershed Assessment is to gather and integrate existing
information on the physical, cultural, and demographic variables that characterize the Upper Pit
River Watershed at the present and in the past. Some key areas lack information and may require
further evaluation. The goal of the watershed assessment is to prepare a balanced document that will
serve as an educational tool; provide available information to stakeholders; build consensus within
the watershed; and provide a baseline for future action. The watershed assessment will include a
historical perspective and summary of physical and ecological conditions within the watershed.

Individuals, as well as public and private groups, need good data for informed assessment of the
effects of management decisions on the physical, ecological, economic, and cultural environment of
the Upper Pit River Watershed. The watershed assessment will provide the beginning of a broad
landscape-scale description that will set the foundation for future decisions and additional studies.
The watershed assessment is only the initial step in developing our knowledge of the watershed
ecosystem. It will be amended and extended as new information becomes available.

BACKGROUND

The Pit River Alliance is a cooperative, non-regulatory, working group of public and private land
managers who are working together to address ecosystem and watershed issues in the Upper Pit
River Watershed. The Alliance was originally formed in October 2000. In July 2002 the Alliance was
awarded a grant from the State of California to conduct the initial phase of planned work—a
watershed assessment of the Upper Pit River.

FUNDING SOURCES

The watershed assessment project is funded primarily through a grant from the CalFed Program and
the voluntary efforts of hundreds of stakeholders. Many other contributions from state, federal, and
private sources made this assessment possible.
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Pit River Watershed Alliance

The Pit River Watershed Alliance Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) now includes signatories,
some of who are briefly described below. The Alliance is open to new members.

Big Valley Water Users Group

Big Valley Water Users Group is a agricultural group promoting water use efficiency to maximize
the water resources in the Big Valley area. Originally started as the Modoc/Lassen Flood Control
Group in the 1930s, the group’s main goal has been to build the Allen Camp Dam. The Allen Camp
Dam would be located north of Lookout on the main stem of the Pit River, and provide essential
water for agricultural users in Big Valley.

California Department of Water Resources (DWR)

The DWR is responsible for managing the water resources of California in cooperation with other
agencies, to benefit the State’s people, and to protect, restore, and enhance the natural and human
environments.

California Trout

California Trout is a membership-based organization of approximately 5,300 citizens throughout
California. California Trout’s mission is to protect and restore wild trout and native steelhead
throughout California and to create high-quality fishing opportunities by improving the state’s
watersheds, rivers, and lakes.

Upper Pit River Watershed Assessment Introduction
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California Farm Bureau

The California Farm Bureau is California’s largest farm organization with more than 95,000 member
families in 53 county farm bureaus. It is a voluntary, nongovernmental, nonpartisan organization of
farm and ranch families seeking solutions to problems that affect their lives, both socially and
economically. Some of the services provided through the bureau are farm and food news, weather,
publications, upcoming legislation, health and safety, and agricultural crime prevention. County
Farm Bureaus included 