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A CHRONOLOGY

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION
--1941--

The attack on Pearl Harbor
Decleration of war egainst Japan.

) -=1942--
Letter to the Pre#ident from the Pacific Coast congressional
delegation reccmmending -the evacuation from strategic ereas
of all persons of Jepenese ancestry, and others, both aliens
and citizens, whose presence might Jeopardize or hinder the
Nation's war effort,

Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary

of War or designated military commanders to prescribe military
areas from which any or all persons may be excluded, or in
vhich their movements may be restricted.

Bearings of House Committee on National Defense Migration
(the Tolan Cormittee) begun on the Pacific Coast with
regard to problems involved in dealing with enemy aliens and
other parsons living in that area,

Telegram from the Tolan Conmittee to the President, cabinet
members, end congressional leaders urging establishment of a
regional office of the Alien Property Custodian in the Pacific
Coast =ares,

Proclamation issued by Lieut, Gen. J, L. DeWitt, Commanding
General of the Western Defense Cormand and Fourth Army,
designating military areas in the. States of Washington, Oregon,
California, and Arizona from which certain persons or classes
of persons, as the situation might require, might be excluded.

‘Restrictions placed on Japanese, German, and Italian alilens,

Military Area No, 1 included roughly the western half of the
three coastal States and the southern half of Arizona,
Military Area No, 2 comprised the remaining portions of all
four states, Period of voluntary evacuation begun.

Federal Reserve Bank designated as a co-operating agency to

- assist persons to be evacuated in disposing of their property

or making other arrangements for handling such property., The
Farm Security-Administration was later authorized to render
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and
to help in placing other operators on farms that had been
vacated,
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- by ordor of Licut, Go"". Derritt,

l-lz-

Tho Wartime Civil Control Administration (WCCA) cstablishod ‘as
on ageney of the Westorn Defense Command, undor Cole Karl Re
Beandetscen, to have dircet suporvision of the evacuation programe

Proelaimtion issued dcsigmt’fﬁg the Statés of Idaho, Honuawaﬂ,

Nevada, and Utah as military arcas No, 3, 4, 5, and 6 rcspectively
W

Work undervay on clearing land ahd éroection of Mousing for

cvacuco asscnbly contor at Manzanar, California, u.ndor dircction

of the U, S. m"-yy Corps of E"‘#l"’iOCI‘u.

."

Excoutive’ Ordbr (9102) issucd by Prosident R'mso»clt croating

" the War Rolocation sAuthority, & non-military agency,with
“authority to formulcato and carry out a program for a planned

and orderly rclocation of porscns cvacuatod from military arcose
Milton S, Eisconhoiior appointed dircctor, >

Telegrams sont by Tolan Commititoc to 15 Wostern Governors %o
dotormine attitude of States towmrd rocoiving Japancse cvacuocs;
all but onec of the roplies unfavorablos

" Bhdetroit of Congressional logislation (HR{B758) providihg
“ponaltios for persdns” violating orders as to entoring, remin
“ing in, or lecaving nllltnry arecase * .

Moverent of first con‘hlngo_rb of ctacuecs of Japanese ancestry,
1,00C voluntcors from Los fngoles, to the es scﬂbly conter at

'Manzmmr to 4ssist in proporing the new comunity for tho later
"arrival of 9,000 others,

Civilian Exclusion Ordor No, 1 issuod by Licuts Gone Je Le
DeWitt dirceting all porsons of Japancso ancestry both alicns
and citizons, to cvacuzto Bainbridge Island near Scattle,
Washington, on or boforo, March 30,

Effeoctive dato of curfew order covering German and Italian
alicns and all persons of Japancso anccstry in Military Areca

Noes 1, roquiring them to be in thoir placos of rosidenco betweon
the hours of 8 puime and 6 asme; forbidding possossion of firce

“@rms,. oxplosives, cameras, radio tronsmitting sebs or shortwmve

roceining scts, and Varring travel-morc than five miles from
honc ulthouu pcrxut.

" . e

F‘q,r"ahcr voluntary cvacua‘bion from’ J}‘:Llltury Lirca Noe 1 by

Japancsc, alicms. or fmericam-born, prohibited after this date

Three thousand pecople of Japancse ancestry ordered to cwacuate
the Torminal Island arca in Los fngeles. harbor by Lpril 5 and
move to tho asserbly conter et Sonta Lnita,
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-~ Salt Lake City conforenco attendod -by 10 Wostorn govornors
or thoir roprcsontﬁtlvos, and by other state officials and
representatives of “fodoral agencios including the War Re-
location Authority, to discuss rolocation program and ascortain
the views of the various states toward ite. States represontod
worc: ~Utah, Arizona, Novada, Moutana, Idaho, Colorado, Kew
Mexico, Washington, Oregon, and Wyominge

Construstion sbartod on Gila River Relocation Center necar
Sacaton, fLrizonas,

~- Lppointront of E, R. Fryer as Regional Dircctor of the Yar
Rolocation Authority at San Francisco anmounceds

~= Organization of National Studont Relocation Council, a non-
goverrmont agoney, initiated through the efforts of the
Imorican Frionds Sorvice Cormittee with the apororul of the
War Relocation Aubhority and tho ¥War Dopartiont, to assist
in a program by which cvacuco studeuts arc enabled to continuo
their oducation at colloges outsido the cvacuated. arcae
5 ;
-~ Arrival of first contingent of cvacuces gt the Colorado Rivor
Relocotion Center npar Parkor, Arizona,

-- Action started by Fative Somns of the Golden West in a California
Federal Couwrt to deny Jerican-born Japancso the right to votos

—= Evacuation of Japancsc’in Arizona complctods

we  ftlontic coast 6051gﬁotcd military areca by the Eastorn Dofonso
Cormanda

~ Civilian Restriction Ordor Noe. 1 issucd by the Western Defonse
Cormand establishing all assombly conters and relocation
centers in the cight feor westorn States as military areas and
forbidding ovacucc residents to loave these arcas without
oxpress approval of the Westorn Dofonse Corrmnd,

-~ Departure of first group of cvacuces from Portland Assombly
Conter for agricultural work in Malhour County, Orogon under
assurancos from Govornor and local authoritics thet law and
ordor would be maintaincd,

~—  Opcning by Var Relocation futhority of rclocation center at

Tulc Lake, California ncar the Orcgon boundarys
-=  Control of Wsnzulur, which had boon oporated as an‘asscrbly

centor by tho Tertime Civil Control /fdministration, trans—
ferrcd to the Var Rclocation fiuthoritye
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First step in evacuating people of Japenese ancestry from
Military Area No, 2 in California (roughly the castern half
of the state) taken by Lieuts Gen, DeWitt with issuance of
Proclamation Noe 6 forbidding the poople of Japanese descent
to leave this arca, -

Evacuntion of 100,000 people of Ja?anese ancestry from
Military Arca No, 1 complectods :

Plans announced to cstablish field offices of the War Relocation
Authority at Denver and Little Rosk in addition to the onc at
San Franciscoe

Dillon Se Myor appointod national dircctor of the War Reclocation
Authority succeoding M, S, Eiscnhowcrs

Lppointment of Joscph He Smart as rcgional dircctor at Denver
announced, - g : . '

Opening of trial at San Francisco on suit brought by the
Native Sons of tha Golden West to bar Japanosc-Amcrieans from
votings

Innouncoment thet a tetal of 1,600 cvacuce workers had been
rclecascd from asscmbly and rclocation centors to help relicve”
an acuto labor shortage in sugar-becet arcas in castorn Orcgon,
Utah, Idaho, and Montonc,.

Evacuation of approximately 10,000 pecople of Japancsc ancestry
from Military Arce Noe 2 in California {castorn portion of tho
state) started, with movemont dircet to .rclocation conters
instced of to assembly conters as in the ovacuation of Militery
Lroa Nos 1ls . LA .

Lppointment of E, B. ¥hitaker as Regional Dircctor of VRA at
Littlo Rock, Lrkonsas,

Opcning of Gila River rclocation center ncar Sacaton, Arizonae

Nationel Defonse fAppropriation Let including (among many other
items) 70 million dollar appropriation for the ¥ar Relocation
Luthority for tho fiscal yoar cnding Junc 30, 1942 signcd by
Precsident Rooscvelt, .
Bvacuation of 110,00C pcople of Japonecsc ancestry from their
homes in Military Arca Noe. 1 and the California portion of
Military Lrca Noe. 2 complcted.

Lppointment of Elmer M, Rownlt as Deputy Dircctor of the ¥ar
Rclocation futhority.
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frrival of first contingont of ovocuccs to open the Minidoka
Relocation Conter ncar Edonj Idahog '

Opening of Hoort Mountain relocation ecntor noar Cody, Viyominge

Vier Department proolamation designating as military arcas the
four reclocation conters outsido the Vestern Defenso Command
issuecd by Scerctary Stimson,

Lomouncerent by Lte Gene Je Lo DoViitt of o program under which
any persons decemed dangerous to military socurity would be
cxcluded from vitel arcas in the Viestorn Defensce Cormande

Opcning of Granada Relocation Center noar Lamar, Colorado,

Individual exclusion program for 16 statos in the Eastorn
Defonse Cormand announced by Lte Gene Hugh Ae-Drun, providing
for the cxclusion of "any person whoso proscnoe in tho Eastorn
Military arca is docmed dangerous to the national defonsce"
Tho Viar Relooation Luthority was authorized to ossist persons
cxcludod from cither tho Viestern, Eastern or Southern military
rcgions Yo re-csteblish themsclvos in non-prohibited arocse

Opening of the Central Utah Relocation Center ncar Dolta,
Utah,

.’
Order issucd by ¥estoern Defonse Command permitting cvaeuco
workers ot the Poston and Gila River Relocation Conters to
ontor cortain parts of Military ‘Arca Noe 1 in Arfizona to
assist in tho harvest of tho long-staple cotton crope

Innouncement made that the Evacucc Proporty Division of VRA
2t San Francisco had scot up branch offices in Scattle and
Los [ngeles and was rosponsible for the administration of
ovacuco property holdings valuod at moro than two-hundred
million dollars,

Opeoning of Rohwor Rclocation Center ncar MeGcheeo, irkansase

Resolution ndopted by national convention of the fAmcrieon
Legion at Kansas City asking that control of Recloocation Centers
bo "returnod to military authoritics™ and that evacuccs "beo
denied the privilogo of leaving theso camps under any protoxt
for the duration of the ware"

Joint Recsolution introduccd in the United States Scnate by
Scnator Rufus C4 Holman of Orcgon proposing amendmont to the
Constitution giving Congress the power to reogulate conditions
wider which persons subject to dual citirenship may becomo
citizens of the United States,
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Offices of the War Rolooation Authority oponoed in Now York
City and Baltimore to assist porsons excluded from Eastern
Military arcas in finding work and homos in non-restricted
arcas e

Effcctivo date of VWRA rogulations undor which cvacuccs may
obtain permits to lcave relocation conters for tomporary or
pormancnt residonce outside if tho following conditions aro
ret: (a) that tho applicant!s loyalty to tho Unitod States
is unquestionpd;_(b) that ho has an offor of omployment or
other means of support so as Aot to become a publie chargos
(¢) that he will koop tho lLuthority adviscd of any chango
of rcsidence; (d) that there is roasonable assurance that
his prosencé will be acceptablo in the cormumity to which
heo is goinge

Oponing 6f tho tenth and last Rcloaation Center at Jeromo,
Arkensas, ncar Dormott,.

Robert O!'Brien, formor Assistant Dean at the University
of Viashington appointed nationzcl dircctor of the Studont
Relocation Council, succooding Dr, Robbins Barstow who
returncd to his dutics as president of tho Hartford
Theological Scminarye .
Morc than' 8,908 ovacucos ongaged in harvoest work in Vestern
states to relicve acute shortago of farm laborae

Assombly conters cloarcd with movemont of final contingont
of “ovacuces from Frosno to Jerome Relooation Contere
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