
A CHRONOLOGY · 

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION 

--1941--

December 7 The attack on Pearl Harbor 

December 8 ·-- Dec
0

iaration of war against Japan. 

--1942-· . 

February 13-- letter 'to the Prei ident from the:·Pa:ci:fic Coast congressional 
delegation recommendi ng ·t he evacuation· from stra tegic areas 
of all persona of Japanese ancestry, and -others, both aliens 
and citizens, whose presence might jeopardize or hind.er the 
Nation's war effort, 

February 19- - Executive order of the President a~thorizing the Secretary 
of War or designated military c ommanders to prescribe military 
areas from which any or all persons may be excluded, or in 
whicl\ their movements f!lB-Y be restricted, . · 

February 21~- · Hea.rings of House Committee on National Defense Migration 
(the .Tolan Connn.ittee} begun· on ·the Pacific Coast with 
regard to problems involved in dealing with enemy aliens and 
other persona living in that area, 

February 23-- Telegram from the Tolan Corrnnittee to the President, cabinet 
members, and congres sional leaders urging establishment of a 
regional office of the Alien· Prpperty Custodian in the Pacific 
Coast area. 

March 6· 

Proclamation issued by Lie.ut, Gen. J, L. DeWitt, Commanding 
General of the Western ·Defense Cormnand and Fourth Army, 
designating military areas in the - States of Washington, Oregon, 
California, and Arizona from which certain persona or classes 

·of persons, as the situation might require, might be excluded, 
: Restrictions placed on Japanese, German, and Italian aliens, 
Military · Area No. 1 included roughly the western half' of the 
three coastal States .and t.he southern hall of Arizona.. 
Military Area No. 2 c6mprlsed the remainip.g porti.ons of all 
four states, Per_iod of voluntary evacuation begun. 

Federal Reserve Bank designated as· a co-operating agency to 
· assist persona to be evacuated in disposing of their property 

or making other arrangements for handling such property. The 
Farm Security· Administration was later authorized to render 
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and 
to help · in placing other operators on farms that had been 
vacated. 

6-1879-BU·COS-WP 

l 
I -



Hnrch 14 

Mo.rah 14 

·.w roh 16 

ro. reh is · 

-2-

Tho - o. rt i mo Ci vi 1 Contro 1 J~clmin is tru t ion ( rfCCA) cstcibl is hod . ns 
an o. e;cncy·of tho Vostorn Dofon so Conum.nd, undor Col. Knrl R. 
Bona ots on, to have dire ct s uporvis ion of tho evo.cuo.tion pr ogro... • 

Pro~lo..frlc.tion issuGd dcsigno:t1hi; tho Stnt6s 6f I<lnho, Montana·~ 
Novo.du, o. nd Utah ns military nrons No. 31 4 1 51 nnd 6 rospeotivol:,t 

·w 

Work undcnm.y on clearin g l o.nd nnd 6roction of n ous i n g for 
ov o.cuoo assembly cdntcr at J.fn n znn nr, ·co.lifornin 1 tmdor direction 
of tho U • S. kr~ ~orps of Engin~)Ors • _ ~ . _., 

Executivb;.'Ordor (9102) issuod by Prosidc!l.·t Roosev elt croo.ti ,_g 
'tho Wo.r Rol ocntion ~~uthority, o: non-mil i t a ry o. g on cy , '.rith 

· i\·uthority to f orrrnl~.to o.nd c o. n·y out n · r c·grnm for o. plnn 1od 
and orderly rol o cntion of pors cr s cvn cuci.tod frmn r:iilitnry nrcns. 
Mil ton S. Eis onh01-.~er o.ppoL tod d ir c ~tor~ 

Tolcgr ..... :is sen t b~r Tolo.n Co:m,-:li ttoo to 15 Western Gov e r n ors to 
dotorJ:l.i n o attitude of Stntcs t 0'."10. rd rccci ving Jnp m1eG 0 cvo.c.uocs; 
all but ono of tho replies unfnvornblo. 

Mnrch 21 --- . ·EJ1nct~c :1t of - Cb:ngross'ibhnl logislo.tfon (HR :·;S758) providihg 
· :· " ... ... ~ponnltio s f or por.s 'i:rrs -:violnth~g·:o:rdors o.s to o .. 1torin g 1 ro:rrnin­

... . ,., .. ·, i n g ·1~1, or lcnving riilit:nry nrcns • ... ::·· . 

]lc\rch 23 ~,16vo . :~0· 1t of first c ontingen t of c"\·c cue cs of Jci.pnncso nn ccstry, 
1;000 v o lunteers from Lm.? · 1.ngolos, to the ·assembly cen ter o.t 

fo.rch 23 

r · . .. · . 

., · ·· ' 

llfo.rch 2 7 . --
~ · .. : : : .. . . 
' .. ~ 

· Mnn znno.r to 6.ssist in p1:epc..ring tho n ow co r;Jr.l.u...-rii ty for tho lo.tor 
· o.rrivnl of 9 1 000 others. 

Civilian Exclusion Ordor No. 1 issuod by Lieut. Gen. J. L. 
DeWitt directing all pq.rsons of Jetpm1cso ancestry b oth nlions 
nnd ci ti zons 1 to ovo.cu4'.t'o Bninbridgo Is lo.nd neo..r Sonttle, 
'\llfoshi:r.gton, on or boforo-. :M.n.rch 30 • 

Effecti vo dnto of curfev1 order covering Gorman o.nd Itc.lio.n 
nl i ons 2. n d o.11 pc rs ons . of Jnpm1cs o o.n ccstry ir: Mili to.ry !1ren 
No. 1, requirin g ·thom ·to bo in their pbcos of rosidon co between 
tho Yrnurs of 8 p ~m. nnd 6- n.n:.; forbidding possession of fire-

. r:trms,: .. o-xIDlosiv 6s 1 co.ncr2s., rndio tro.ns mitting sets or sh0rt-vnvo 
· =roeci: ": iP..g sots, n n d ·ha rr'in g trnvel- .. m0rc tho.n five Tililcs fron 

homo 1·ri th out pc r n i t • 
........ 

, :rt:~~r.ch 29 . : ....... , ·. }i\1·rthor vol 1,L.!>J.tn-ry ovncuut'-on · from·-Jl<I il itnr:y- L.ron No• 1 by 
JQpa n9sc, nlions. or /l.JnG-t::19n:~-born; prohibited nftcr this date 

~· :.. · ·. ·.by ordor of Lieut. Go:11. D(;lfitt • 
.. . . . ., •· ·.· 
M:n :f:~P,._ · ~0 - · .7-- Throe thous o.nsJ.. p eo ple of Jo.pn n oso r . . co s try ordered to ov-ncunto 

the Tc rr'.lb.c. l Islc:i:.d o.roo. in Los L go;I. o s . hnrbor by L.pril 5 nnd 
J:i.ovo to tho L ssor:bly center nt So.n.tn L n itn. 
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lpril 16 . 

Lpril 17 

l r o.y 7 

Hny 8 

r:Io..y 8 

lfay 8 

Mny 16 

Mny 19 

Mo.y 21 

lio.y 27 

Juno l 

..... 3_ 

So. lt fo.ko City con foro n co ntten dod ·by 10 Western gov ornors 
or their reprosontntivcs 1 nnd by other sta.tc officio.ls o.nd 
ro pr escEtntiv os of-fodornl ng~ncios including tho Wnr Re­
l o cation J.uthority,, to discuss _rolocati on. progrnm nnd nscorto.in 
tho vioTm of tho va.rious st:::ttes tOi·mrd it. St:ltqs r cpi·csontod 
vro"rc: · utnh , l1riz onn, lfovndo. 1 Mont ri_n a., ! do.ho, Co l o redo , r m-.r 
Mexico 1 Wa shington, Oregon , ~nd V{y·Jmi n g • 

• . Construction stnrtod on Giln RivGr RGlocntion Ce nter ::100.r 
So. cc.ton, Ariz a _n • . 

J~ppoinbx:mt of E. R. :Fryer aG RogioDo.l Director· o.f tho ~.~.·c..r 
Rolocntion 1'.uth :irit;y at Sc. n Fro.r:cisco O.l'll1oun ced. 

Orgo.nizo.tion of _ lfo.ti onn l S t ud-01t Ro l ocation CouEcil, n non­
gov orn..r.ioi'lt n ;oncy, i!-1'ftintod thr ough the efforts of tho 
k noricc.n Frionds Serv ice Co.i-:li ttoc v.:ith the npprovo.l of tho 
Vfor Rolocntion _,~uthori tY and tho Yfor p epnrtrxmt , to o.s s ist 
in 0. progrruil. by Yrhich OVC..CUeO students tl rc ennblod to c ontiEUO 
t h eir oduc:::ttion nt colleges outside the ovacuuted .·aroc. 

J~rri -o.l of first c .Jntin e;e:at of evncuccs flt tho Coloretd o River 
Re lo c~t io::i Co n t er nonr Po..rkor I li.r iz·onc.. 

Ji. ct ion sta rted by Wo.t i vo Sons o'f tho Go ldon VFcrnt i n o. Cn.lifornfo 
Fodc ro.l Court ~o deny .. 'J7D rico.n-born J npnnc s<? the rig;ht to voto. 

E--vo. cun.ti on of Jupnncsc'in L.rizonn cor.1P letoa. 

Ltlnntic cocst dos i g:;:mtocl o.. military o. roo. by tho Ens torn Dofonso 
CoITD.nnnd. 

Civi.linn Restriction Ordor No. 1 issued ,by the ·western Dofen.so 
Connnnd cstnblishi::ig nll nssombly centers and rolocntion 
cente rs in tho eight fQr -rms~orn Stntos ns militnry nrens nnd 
f orb idd i n g OVQ cue 0 res id an ts to lo et VO tho SC ureas T:i th out 
cxpr c s s npprovn 1 of t~e Y:Jcstorn Dofo:!.1sc Corc:nnc1. 

Departure of first group of ovo. cuocs from Portland J._ssonbly 
Center for o..gricultural work in Mu l h eur County, Oregon under 
nssurc.n cos fr om Governor nnd locul nuthorities thnt l nn nnd 
ardor would bo m.n intn inod . 

Opening by ':7a.r Roloco.tion .i~uthority o-f r c locat:lon cente r at 
Tulc Lo.kc, C2 lif ornin nonr tho Oregon b ou..YJ.d nry • 

Control of }.i.:::.n zn::.1.C~ r, vrhich ho.d been operated o..s un·nssoT:ibly 
center by tho ~.'!o..rth.10 Chd.l Control /.dmi n istro..tionJ trnri..s­
forrcd to the ~7n r Rc l ocntion J~uth :' ri ty. 
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June 2 

June 7 

Juno 10 

Juno 17' 

Juno 20 

Juno· 26 

Juno 29 

July 9 . 

I 

July 9 

July 18 

July 25 

l.ugust 7 

l!ug;ust 8 

...4-. 

First step in evacuating people of Japanese ancestry from 
Military ·Area No. 2 in Californ ia (roughly the enstern ·half 
of the state) taken by ·Lieut. Gen. De -fi tt with iss uo.nce of 
Proclnmntion No. 6 -forbiddin g the people of J npanese de scent 
to leave this a, rea. · 

Evncuntion of 100 ,OOO people of J o.p o.nese <incestry from 
Military Aron No. 1 comp leted. 

Plnns mL"1ouncod to c stnblish fiold offic.cs of the Yfor Rplocntion 
Authority ut Denver nnd Little Ro~k in ndditi on to tho one nt 
Sun F'r£tncisco. 

Dillon s. Mye r appointed nntionnl director of tho Vfor Relocntion 
Authority succeeding M. S ~ Eisenhov.icr • 

... ppointmerit of Joseph H. Smnrt ns regional d ircctor o.t Denver 
nn .. nounccd • 

Oponin~ of trinl ut San Francisco on suit brought by tho 
Nntive ·son.s of . tho. Golden West to bur Jnpnnose-li.morienns from 

.. I 

voting. · 

lmn ouncomcnt thc t n totnl of 1 1 600 eva cuee worke rs hnd boon 
rclcuscd from ~ssembly nnd relocation centers to help relieve· 
en ncuto l nbor shortage in sugnr-bcct n r on s in co.stern Oregon, 
Utc1.h, Idnho,, nnd Hont o. nc.. • 

Evacuation of npproxDnntely 10,000 people of J~pnncse nnccstry 
from Mili tnry lffoo. Ho. 2 in Cnlifornin (ens torn portion of' tho 
state) sto.rted,, with movement direct to _rclocc.tion centers 
ins teed ·of to D.ssembly centers us in the evc. cUQtion of Mili tnry 
llreo. No. 1. 

Lppoint me nt · of E. B. ifI'ni tc,ker cs Rcgionn l Director of •c_'RA nt 
Little Rock,, Lrknnsns. 

Opening of Gile River r e locnt ion center nonr Sncnton, Arizona. 

l'{ntionc.l Defense Jlpproprintion J.ct including (among rrnny other 
items) 70 million dolfor npproprfotion for the v-icr Relocation 
~uthority for tho fiscnl yonr ending June 30, 1942 signed by 
President Roosevelt. 

fyo.cuntion of 110,000 people of . J npcno,se o.nccstry from their 
homes in Mil ito.ry Arco No. 1 o.nd tho Cnl ifornin portion of' 
Milit a ry ~ran No. 2 comp leted. 

J.ppoi nt::m.nt of Elmer -M. Rovmlt o.s Deputy Director of tho -~-.. ur 
Ro loc :Jtion J,uthori ty • 
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J.':lgust 10 

1.ugust 12 

J.ugust 18 
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J.rrivnl of first contingont of ovr:6uocs to ope n tho Minidoka. 
RolocQtion Canter nc[':. r Edon j Idnho4 

Opening of Hor: rt Mount[\in rolocL1tion eontor nonr Cody, Y.yoming . 

V.c.r Dopo.rtmcnt p r o olo.rrn_tion designnting o.s milit:... ry -n r ou s tho 
four relocation canters outsido the YTosto:rn Defense Corrnnnnd 
issued .by Se creta ry Stimson. 

Lugus t 19 Lnnounco1xmt by Lt. Gen. J. L. DoWitt of n progrnm under which 
2ny person s d ee!!10 d dnngcrous to milito.ry security i;vould be 
exc 1 udod from vi to.l n rens in the Yfcsto rn Def ens o Cor:m10.!1d • 

L'-:ls us t 2 7 Opening of Gro.112dn Ro locution Cont or nenr Lnmnr 1 Colorc..do, 

September 10-- Individuc..l exclusion progrnm for 16 stntos in the Ea.stern 
Defe n se Cormmnd o.nnou.ncod by Lt• Gen, Hugh A,· Druin1 providing 
for tho ex clusion of "any person whose proscnoc in tho Tustorn 
I1ilitnry urea is do ome d do. ... gcrous to the nntiono.l defens e." 
Tho Wo. r Rolooo.tioh Luthority vm·s-outhorizcd to nssist persons 
excluded from · either tho rrcstorn, Ens tern or Southorn mili-fory 
re~ions to ~o-cstc..bl ish themselves in ?on-prohibited a.roes. 

Scpto~bcr 11-- Opening of tho Centro.~ Utnh Relocntion Center nco.r Dolto. 1 

Utc.h, 

Soptcnbcr 15-- Order is sued by 1".-cstcrn Dofons o Co.nmnnd pormi tting ovneueo 
workers nt tho Poston o.nd Gilo. River Rolocntion Centers to 
ontor corto. in pnrts of 1i1i l i t nry ·Aron No• l in .1~r~izoru:i to 
nssist hi tho hnrvost of tho lon g-stnplo cotton crop. 

September 15-- llnnounccrnont rondo thnt tho Evncuoo Property D~vis ion of Y!F.l .. 
c.t Snn Fro.ncisco hnd sot up brunch offices in Scuttle and 
Los Lngelos o.nd v~s responsible for the ndministrution of 
ovncuoo property holdings val uod nt more thnn two-hu_-r1drod 
million dollnrs • 

September 17-- Op ening of Rohvm r Relocation Cente r nonr IfoGohoo 1 lu-knnsns. 

September 20-- Resolution ndoptod by nntionQl convention of the }mcricnn 
Legion nt Knnsns City nsking thnt control of Rcloontion Canto rs 
bo "returned to militnry authorities" and that ovncuoos "bo 
den ied tho privilege of lonving thoso cnmps under nny protoxt 
for tho durn ti on of the war•" 

September 2lp- Join t Resolution i ntroduced in the United Stutes Senn.to by 
Sonntor Rufus C, Holwnn of Or eg on proposing amendment to the 
Constitution giving Congress tho power to rcguktc conditions 
under ·-.rhi ch persons subject to dunl cithonship mD.y bocomo 
.citi zons of t h e Uni tod Stutes• 
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S cp~cm or 25-- Offices of the V;o.r Roloco.tion l~uthority opened i r: Now York 
City o.nd _ Bo. ltimoro to o.ssist persons e xcluded-from Ens t e rn 
Milito.ry nr cus · in f inding work o.nd homos in n on-restr i c t ed 

October 1 

Octobe r ,6 

Octobc'r 10 

Oct ober 24 
-. 

October 31 

o. rcns. 

Effoctivo do. to of YTRL regulnti ons ,rmdor Yrh ich cv['.. cuees may 
obta in pe r mits to l c uvo relooatio_ co_1ters f or t o:np 8r o. ry or 
porrono:nt rosi~ p 1c o outside if . tho f ollm'ri:.1g conditi o;- s ". ro 
met: (a) thut tho npplicnnt' s l oyo.lty to t ho United States 
is unqucstion~d;. (b) t'l1D,~ ho hc. s o..n offer of _ompl oy1oont _ or 
other r:lQO.llS of support so o.s ±lot to oo co~c u publ i o cho. rge; . 
(c) thnt ho will kecp _-the Luth ority nd -is cd of -;n y chG.ng o 
of residence; (a) thnt there is reo.s oLnble ..,ss ur u:nco tho. t 
his presence ·Hill be o.cceptc.blo i n the c o·:lr.1unity to ;rhich 
he is g oi:a g. 

,,.._

4 

Ope 1ing 6f .. the tenth nrid lnst Reloont.im.1 Cont or nt J e r -omo 1 

t r kc.1 s'"'s, -·:rlcnr Dermott. -

Robert OIBrien. former J ssisto.nt Denn nt the lbiversity· 
of Yinshington nppo intcd nutionc. l director of tho Student 
:Relocntion Cou.."'1cil, s ucceedin g Dr. Robbins Barstow -r1ho 
returned to his d uti cs ns pres idcnt of tho Hartford 
Theolog icnl Sominury. 

Moro thnn· 8 1 ~01 ovo. cueos cngngod in h c r vost work in - Iostern 
stat e s to r clicvc ncuto s ho rtngo of fnr m lc.bor • 

Assembly centers clc nrcd vdth movonont of f i nnl cont i n g;cnt 
of-ovncuces from Fresno to Jerome Rcloontion Center. 
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