h“H UENIA_@ERALDICA, THE CORRECT NAME FOR HUENIA
 PROTEUS, AND THE NAME OF THE TYPE
N SPECIES OF THE GENUS HUENIA

by
S
{ L. B, HoLTHUIS

CRUSTACEA mm

] ITHSONTANW-INST.
3 Rs}lgTURN 0 W-li“ O I NH = DREZZONT

LB &srraa

= e MAM

- LINS
SNHD
¥
15’\%
*eS.
* '
Reprinted from 9 i

? Researches on Crustaced, No. 16 /
Carcinological Society of Japan

FRBEOMR H16F Flk
July 1987,

NP




Researches on Crustacea, No. 16
Carcinological Society of Japan
Qdawara Carcinological Museum
Azabu-Juban 3-11, Minatoku, Tokyo
(Issued—July 30, 1987)

HUENIA HERALDICA, THE CORRECT NAME FOR HUENIA
PROTEUS, AND THE NAME OF THE TYPE
SPECIES OF THE GENUS HUENIA

by

L. B. HoLTHUIS

(Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, Netherlands)

2 ) NH = DBRZTONT

LB &bt A2
(517 &9

The following small contribution to the knowledge of Japanese crabs is offered as
a tribute to the late professor Dr. Tune SAKAI, the dean of Japanese carcinology, who
during his lifetime justly acquired great national and international fame through his
masterful publications on Japanese crabs, making the Brachyuran fauna of Japan to
one of the best known of the world. His lucid presentation made that in Japan crabs
got more attention from scientists and amateurs then anywhere else in the world, and
one of the results of this was that the first national carcinological society was founded
in Japan, long before any other country could boast such an association.

Non-Japanese carcinologists will always be indebted to Dr. SAKAI for the way in
which he stimulated international cooperation in their field. Crustacean specialists from
all over the world visited him and were introduced by him to Japanese carcinology
and also to Japanese carcinologists to the great benefit of all.

Although not primarily a brachyuran specialist, I should like to provide here the
following observations on a mostly nomenclatural problem involving Japanese crabs,
knowing, that if Dr. SAKAI were still alive, he would be greatly interested in it.

In the text of the Crustacea volume of Fauna Japonica, DE HAAN (1839 : 95) described
“Maja (Huenia) proteus, n. sp.” as the only species of the subgenus Huenia of the family
Majidae. The generic name Huenia has since then been generally cited as Huensa
DE HAAN, 1839, with Maja (Huenia) proteus DE HAAN, 1839 as type species. This
nomenclature has always been adopted by carcinologists and was not even questioned
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in the fundamental monographs of T. SAKAL

Actually, however, two older names are available for the species, while the date
of the genus should be cited 1837 rather than 1839.

Plate 23 of DE HAAN's (1833-1850) Crustacea volume of VON SIEBOLD’s Fauna Japo-
nica was published in the third fascicle (“Decas III”) of that work, which HOLTHUIS &
SAKAI (1970: 77) showed to be published in 1837. In figures 4 to 6 of this plate two
species of crabs are depicted. Fig. 4 shows “Maja (Huenia) elongata n.”, fig. 5 “id.
variet.” and fig. 6 “Maja (Huenia) heraldica n.”. The mouthparts of these two species
are figured on Plate G. Plate G, like the text concerning the subgenus Huenia (pp. 78,
83, 95, 96), was published 2 years later, in 1839, in “Decas IV”. In his text DE HAAN
makes clear that what he in 1837 considered to be two species M. (H). elongata and
M. (H). heraldica are respectively & and @ of the same species. He rejected the two
older names and coined the new name Maja (Huenia) proteus for the species. Although
all subsequent authors followed DE HAAN, his action to substitute a name for both H.
heraldica and H. elongata is not correct. The two older names are nomenclaturally
available being published before 1931 in association with an illustration (see Interna.
tional Code of Zoological Nomenclature, ed. 3, Art. 12b7). They have 2 year’s priority
over M. (H.) proteus. As the names elongata and heraldica were established simul-
taneously, the nomenclatural precedence of one over the other is decided by the Principle
of the first reviser, i. e. the first author to have, after 1837, cited the two names
together and to have chosen one of them to have precedence over the other (1985,
International Code, ed. 3: Art. 24(b)). So far as I know such a first reviser action
has not been undertaken. DE Haan (1839) mentioned both names, but rejected both
and did not express a preference of one over the other. Subsequent authors either
totally ignored the names or incorrectly cited them as invalid synonyms of Huenia
proteus. By acting now as first reviser, I select the name Maja (Huenia) heraldica DE
HaAN, 1837, to have precedence over Maja (Huenia) elongata DE HAAN, 1837.

The correct name for the species that for so long has been named Huenia proteus
(DE HaAN, 1839) thus now is Huenia heraldica (DE HAAN, 1837). As the species is
not of any interest to applied science, fisheries or general biology, being only known
to carcinologists, and furthermore not being a very common species, the loss of the
name proteus and its substitution by heraldica will not cause any great confusion.
Therefore it is entirely unnecessary to apply to the International Commission on Zoo-
logical Nomenclature for saving the name proteus.

The generic name Huenia, now proves to date from 1837, the year of its publica-
tion on pl. 23 of DE HAAN’s Fauna Japonica. MIERS’ (1879: 649) selection of Huenia
proteus as the type of the genus Huenia is invalid as H. proteus was not one of the
included nominal species when Huenia was established. Therefore I now select as type
species of Huenia DE HAAN, 1837, the species Maja (Huenia) heraldica DE HAAN, 1837,
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as no previous valid type selection for the genus, to my knowledge, has ever been
made.
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ALY, Lrb 280LheBETHINLBNT WiV, ThEUE2 7 ~HapglHsh
LZHBETV2EOLAHLBET S, ME- CEYLORMAAZTHD Huenia proteus & L
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T Maja (Huenia) heraldica DE HAAN, 1837 % Maja (Huenia) elongata DE HAAN, 1837
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