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Summary: Nakai (1909a) described var. pseudo-
pratense under Geranium yesoense Franch. & Sav.,
but soon corrected the name to var. pseudo-palustre
(Nakai 1909b). According to the ICN Art. 51.1, this
change is not allowed, and var. pseudopratense must
be maintained. Nakai did not cite specimens when
he described G. yesoense var. pseudopratense, or
when he changed the name to var. pseudopalustre.
We designate a specimen collected in Hakodate,
Hokkaido (J. Matsumura s.n., 15 Aug. 1899, TI) as
the lectotype for G. yesoense var. pseudopratense,
because it is one of the specimens cited in the
protologue of G. miyabei Nakai, a replacement name
for G. yesoense var. pseudopratense and agrees most
closely with the original description.

Geranium yesoense Franch. & Sav.
(Geraniaceae) is a perennial herb, distributed
in S. Kuriles, Hokkaido and northern Honshu
(Akiyama 2001). Geranium yesoense is a
polymorphic taxon, within which several
infraspecific taxa have been proposed (Nakai
1909a, b, 1911, 1912, Takeda 1910, Tatewaki
1936, Hara 1949, Mizushima 1954).

Nomenclature for Geranium yesoense
var. pseudopalustre

On grassy places near the seacoast of
Hokkaido and northern Honshu, Japan,
occurs a morphotype of Geranium yesoense
characterized by shallowly incised leaves and a
calyx with sparse, spreading hairs. Nakai (1909a)
mentioned such plants in his key to the taxa of
Geranium in Japan and adjacent regions and
proposed for it the name “var. pseudo-pratense”
in The Botanical Magazine, Tokyo in May 1909.

Soon after its publication, he corrected and
changed the name, without comment, to “var.
pseudo-palustre” in the same journal in October
1909 (Nakai 1909b). Presumably, Nakai had
intended to name these plants after G. palustre
L., since many specimens of this taxon had been
identified as “G. palustre L.”, but he mistakenly
used the name “pratense” in his first publication
(Nakai 1909a), then attempt to correct it in his
second publication (Nakai 1909b). Although
“var. pseudopalustre” has been widely used
in the literature (e.g., Ohwi 1953, 1965, 1984,
Kitamura and Murata 1961, Shimizu 1982,
Akiyama 2001), the International Code of
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (ICN)
(McNeill et al. 2012) states that “a legitimate
name must not be rejected merely because it, or
its epithet, is inappropriate or disagreeable, or
because another is preferable or better known,
or because it has lost its original meaning” (Art.
51.1). Therefore, “var. pseudopratense” must
be maintained and adopted instead of “var.
pseudopalustre” if one is to recognize these
plants at the rank of variety under G. yesoense.

Typification for Geranium yesoense
var. pseudopratense

Nakai later changed his mind again and
treated G. yesoense var. pseudopratense as
a species distinct from G. yesoense, which
he named G. miyabei (Nakai 1912). In
describing G. miyabei, he cited G. yesoense
var. pseudopalustre (var. pseudopratense) as a
synonym, and cited seven specimens. Since G.
yesoense var. pseudopratense was treated as a
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Fig. 1. Lectotype of Geranium yesoense Franch & Sav. var. pseudopratense Nakai (J. Matsumura s.n., 15 Aug. 1899, TI).
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synonym of G. miyabei, G. miyabei is considered
to be a replacement name for G. yesoense
var. pseudopratense. Therefore, G. miyabei is
identical with G. yesoense var. pseudopratense
and the type specimen of G. yesoense var.
pseudopratense is the type specimen of G.
miyabei. However, Nakai (1909a, 1909b) did not
cite specimens when he described G. yesoense
var. pseudopratense or var. pseudopalustre.
We searched for specimens that Nakai himself
indicated to be var. pseudopratense or var.
pseudopalustre, but failed to locate any. It
therefore seems reasonable to assume that the
specimens collected before May 1909 that Nakai
cited when he described G. miyabei were the
original material used for describing G. yesoense
var. pseudopratense. Because all the specimens
cited for G. miyabei by Nakai were collected
before May 1909, they can be considered to be
among the original material for G. yesoense var.
pseudopratense. Among the specimens, one
collected in Hakodate, Hokkaido (J. Matsumura
s.n., 15 Aug. 1899, TI) agrees most closely
with the original description. We designate that
specimen to be the lectotype (Fig. 1).

Taxonomic treatment

Geranium yesoense Franch. & Sav., Enum.
PL. Jap. 2: 305 (1879), ‘yedoense’.

var. pseudopratense Nakai in Bot. Mag.
(Tokyo) 23: 103 (May 1909), ‘pseudo-pratense’,
in clavi.

Geranium yesoense var. pseudo-palustre
Nakai in Bot. Mag. (Tokyo) 23: (444) (Oct.
1909), nom. superfl.; R. Knuth in Engler,
Pflanzenr. IV-129, Ht. 53: 581 & 583 (1912);
Matsum., Ind. P1. Jap. 2(2): 284 (1912); H. Hara
in J. Jap. Bot. 22: 168 (1948); Ohwi, Fl. Jap.:
703 (1953); ibid., rev. ed.: 820 (1965); ibid., eng.
ed.: 579 (1984); H. Hara, Enum. Sperm. Jap. 3:
7 (1954); Honda, Nomina Pl. Jap., rev. ed.: 135
(1957); Kitam. & Murata, Col. Illust. Herb. PL
Jap. (Choripetal.): 90 (1961); Sugim., Key Herb.
PL Jap. Dicot: 300 (1965); ibid., rev. ed.: 300
(1978); Okuyama, Terasaki’s Illust. F1. Jap., 2nd
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ed.: 398, f. 1543 (1979); T. Shimizu in Satake
& al., Wild Flow. Jap. Herb. 2: 219, t. 206, f. 2
(1982); Ohwi & Kitag., New FL. Jap., rev. ed.:
926 (1992); Hosoi, List Wild Vasc. Pl. Aomori
Pref.: 31 (1994); Akiyama in K. Iwats. & al., F1.
Jap. IIb: 289 (2001), ‘pseudopalustre’; Takita,
Hokkaidé Shokubutsu Zufu [Illustrated Flora of
Hokkaid6]: 523 (2001).

Geranium Miyabei Nakai in Bot. Mag.
(Tokyo) 26: 264 (Sep. 1912), for G. yesoense
var. pseudo-pratense; in Rigakkai 10(5):
20, f. 14 (Nov. 1912); Makino & Nemoto,
Nippon=Shokubutsu=Séran (Fl. Jap.): 687
(1925); ibid., 2nd ed.: 610 (1931); Nemoto,
Nippon=Shokubutsu=Soran=Hoi (FI. Jap.,
Suppl.): 404 (1936); Terasaki, Zoku Nihon
Shokubutsu Zufu [Illust. FI. Jap. 2]: f. 2983

(1938); Honda, Nomina Pl. Jap.: 183 (1939).

Specimens examined: JAPAN. Hokkaido, Hakodate
(J. Matsumura s.n., 15 Aug. 1899, TI-lectotype, designated
here). Ibid. (K. Saida 7564 & 32333, 11 Aug. 1906, TNS).
Shiribeshi, Zenibako (Y. Tokubuchi s.n., 15 Sep. 1889, TI).
ibid., sea coast (J. Matsumura s.n., 2 Aug. 1899, 3 sheets,
0.

Japanese name: Hama-fiiro.

Distribution: S. Kuriles, Hokkaido, Northern

Honshu (Tohoku Distr.).
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AU T BBRICE T AR DT, 1909 4 5 ALIEGICER
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e EBZADNZIEAN TS >T. ThH52TIE 1909
S5 HURICRES N2 DTH D, HEREEZDS
N5, ZOHM5E, MFEZD 1899 FICHEE THREL
FofEA (J. Matsumura s.n., 15 Aug. 1899, TI) % 3¢5k
HEFTA (lectotype) ICHEET 5.
CHRER AR BT YA,
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